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VOA News
By Reuters
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Oct. 12, 2016

Fighters from Central African Republic's largely Muslim Seleka militia
attacked refugees in the country's remote north on Wednesday, stabbing or
hacking to death 13 people before U.N. peacekeepers repelled them, killing
at least 10, officials said.

Several people were also wounded in the attack targeting the Kaga Bandoro, a town of dirt roads and thatched
mud huts. A Reuters witness saw militiamen stab two refugees to death as people were fleeing. When some tried
to fight back with clubs, the militiamen began firing their guns.

Hundreds of panicked villagers, already refugees from earlier violence, then fled in the direction of the U.N. base.

Central African Republic has been in chaos since early 2013 when the Seleka, which draws mostly from the
country's minority Muslim population, toppled then-President Francois Bozize.

Militias representing the interests of the Christian majority responded by attacking Muslims and a fifth of the
population fled their homes to escape the violence, leaving the isolated nation deeply divided along ethnic and
religious lines.

"We were in the house when suddenly the Seleka arrived and set it on fire," said a witness, Marcelline Kanga, 40.
"They killed my uncle and stabbed my brother to death right there."

Yongon Samson, 48, described seeing a body with the head sliced off it as he ran for cover.

Thousands of people displaced from the latest flare-up of violence gathered around the U.N. peacekeeping base. A
Catholic priest took refuge inside.

Troops from the mission, called MINUSCA, opened fire to dispel the militias, a Reuters witness said.

A U.N. official, who declined to be identified, said the peacekeepers had to open fire in order to protect the civilian
population. The official confirmed that at least 10 Seleka were killed.

The country, which holds reserves of uranium, gold and diamonds, is one of the world's most isolated economies,
with exports and imports having to travel around 850 miles by road between the capital Bangui to the
Cameroonian port of Douala.

France said on Friday it was keeping an eye on the worsening security situation in Central African Republic, but
that it would still withdraw most of its troops by the end of the month.

Eleven people were killed in clashes in the capital Bangui last week, set off by the murder of an army officer.

Pope Francis visited the capital at the end of last year to implore Christians and Muslims to end a spiral of hate.

U.S welcomes ICC verdict on Jean-Pierre Bemba
CCTV-Africa
Oct. 23, 2016

The United States has welcomed the International Criminal Court's verdict
on Jean-Pierre Bemba, which found him guilty of offenses against the
administration of justice. Bemba was found guilty earlier this year of war
crimes and crimes against humanity, and jailed for 18 years.

The ICC on Wednesday ruled that he had corruptly influenced defence witnesses and also falsified evidence in his
trial.

The U.S Department of State released a statement welcoming the verdict.

"The United States welcomes the delivery of this week's verdict by a panel of judges at the International Criminal
Court (ICC), which found Jean-Pierre Bemba and four associates guilty of offenses against the administration of
justice," the statement read. Bemba was convicted in March of crimes committed in the neighbouring Central
African Republic (CAR) in 2002-2003. He was accused of failing to stop his rebel forces from killing and raping
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people.

Deaths reported in violent Central African Republic protests
DW
By Reuters
Oct. 24, 2016

A fire fight broke out after hundreds gathered to protest UN troops'
presence in the capital, Bangui. Some want the troops to leave, while
others have called on them to take on a more aggressive role.

At least four people have been killed in the Central African Republic (CAR) after UN Peacekeepers exchanged
gunfire with an unknown shooter during a protest over the UN's military role in the country.

At least 14 others were injured, including five UN troops, according to the UN mission, MINUSCA.

The UN has called for calm in the city, and has enhanced its patrols, according to UN spokesman Stephane
Dujarric.

"MINUSCA intervened in the early morning hours of Monday to dismantle barricades erected by the
demonstrators," the mission said in a statement. "MINUSCA believes that Monday's events constitute a new
attempt by enemies of peace to disturb the return to constitutional normality," it added, adding that five
peacekeepers were among the injured.

Protesters complained that the UN troops have recently been too passive in the face of deadly militant attacks.
Earlier this month members of the Muslim Seleka militia killed 30 people and wounded 57 in the central town of
Kaga Bandoro, .

A few days later, 11 people were shot and killed in a displaced people's camp northeast of the capital, Bangui.

Ousted by Islamic militants

The UN troops are there to support the administration of President Faustin-Archange Touadera, who was elected
in February. His predecessor, Francois Bozize was ousted by the Seleka rebel alliance in March 2013.

Government spokesman Theodore Jousseau blamed the violence on politicians trying to destabilize President
Touadera's government.

"These are embittered politicians who hide behind civil society to manipulate the population," he said.

Protesters carried anti-UN posters, threw stones and shouted at the troops, who responded with warning shots.
UN forces also exchanged fire with armed men near the crowd. Civil society organizations launched a petition last
week calling for MINUSCA's departure from CAR and to re-equip the national armed forces, currently subject to a
weapons embargo.

As gunfire echoed in the background, IT engineer Didier Fabrice Balandegue said he did not see the point in
having the UN troops stay. "We have seen that their mission has no use and it's just better that they leave," he
said.
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As South Sudan Fights, Refugees Flow Into Uganda
NPR
By Durrie Bouscaren
October 23, 2016

One way to measure the growing turmoil in South Sudan is by the rapidly
expanding refugee influx in neighboring Uganda.

A crowd of refugees press into a food distribution area at Pagirinya Refugee Settlement, one of the newest camps
built to accommodate the latest arrivals in northern Uganda, just across the border from South Sudan.

Jonathan Taban, a father of six, explained that he's trying to see when he will receive food rations. He's been
skipped twice now for a monthly allotment of grains, and he can't figure out why.

"I received food (in) July, emergency food for only 10 days. That is the last food I received, up to now," Taban said
in late September. "Most of these people that are crowding there, they also missed food. They are trying to check
their names."

A new round of clashes erupted this summer between government troops loyal to President Salva Kiir and fighters
aligned with the former vice president, Riek Machar. Machar and his fighters had recently come back from exile as
part of a peace process intended to end a conflict that began in 2013, just two years after South Sudan received
independence.

The on-and-off fighting over the past three years has driven more than a million South Sudanese into other
countries, according to the United Nations refugee agency.

On average, about 2,500 refugees — mostly women and children — are crossing from South Sudan into Uganda
every day. Many are living in settlement camps, where resources are tight and some families are receiving only
half of their normal food rations.

Taban is from South Sudan's capital, Juba. He said his neighbors were attacked by militants in July. His family
fled the city on foot, eventually reaching buses that took them across the border to register as refugees in Uganda.

To make some money, the former cashier has been clearing land for other families. He opens his hands, cut and
callused from digging in fields.

"These marks; I've been suffering, doing manual labor so I can feed my children," he said. His youngest, a 2-year-
old boy, is getting sick. "He is tired, very tired. Malnourished."

Refugee shelters and gardens at Pagirinya Refugee Settlement in northern Uganda. It is one of the newest camps
built to accommodate new arrivals from South Sudan.

In Pagirinya, small shelters are wrapped in a white, waterproof material emblazoned with the blue logo of the U.N.
refugee agency. Families tend gardens of cassava, sweet potatoes and peas. One street serves as a marketplace,
where refugees and Ugandans who live nearby sell extra grain, roasted corn, and cards to add minutes on a cell
phone.

Through Uganda's "self-sufficiency" approach to refugees, each South Sudanese family is given a plot of land to
grow its own food. In practice, refugees say there isn't enough land to go around, which forces them to rely on food
aid from the U.N.

U.N. officials said there are a couple of reasons a family might miss out on rations. Sometimes people go to the
wrong place to pick up their food. Others don't know they have to register. A complaint desk tries to accommodate
the cases that fall through the cracks.

At least 200,000 South Sudanese refugees have come into Uganda since fighting intensified in July. In August, the
World Food Programme cut rations in half for families who have been in the country since July 2015 and are not
considered especially vulnerable. Counted another way, it means the food that's provided for each household
member has gone from about 2,100 calories a day to just over 1,000.

Ration cuts in camps near war zones aren't unusual. Syrian refugees saw the value of their food vouchers cut in
half last year. Refugees in Kenya are experiencing cuts to their monthly rations as well.

http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/10/23/498398234/as-south-sudan-fights-refugees-flow-into-uganda


"Each one of the countries in the [East Africa] region has far more refugees than it did five years ago, three years
ago or in the case of Uganda even six months ago," said Challiss McDonough, WFP's regional spokesperson in
Nairobi. "It's a staggering rate of new arrivals."

In South Sudan, war has forced farmers out of their fields and interrupted supply lines. At least 4.8 million South
Sudanese are experiencing food shortages, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN.

At a clinic back in Pagirinya, medical officer Ahmad Rasul of Medical Teams International said malaria and
malnutrition are two of his biggest concerns, because the people arriving have already been hungry for a long time.

"I think it started from there, and when they arrived here also, there were delays. The amount, the quality and the
quantity of food that's given to them, it's limited," Rasul said.

Sudan: Govt Sues, Threatens Amnesty International
AllAfrica Global Media
October 25, 2016

Khartoum is attempting to counter the international uproar following
allegations of the Sudanese government's use of chemical weapons against
citizens of Darfur, by filing a lawsuit against Amnesty International.

The representative of the Sudanese security apparatus, Lt. Gen. Abdelrahman Hataba, described the allegations as
"serious" and "that have caused many problems" in a parliamentary hearing. He added that they would file a
lawsuit with the national court against Amnesty International, the human rights watchdog that released the report
on 29 September.

The investigation indicates that at least 30 likely chemical attacks have taken place in Darfur's Jebel Marra area
since January this year, based on satellite images, survivor testimonies, and photos. The attacks killed about 250
people, mostly children, Amnesty reported.

The Ministry has 'a new vision' on how to deal with the organization.

"The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has a new vision of how to deal with Amnesty International in the future," the
representative of Sudan to the United Nations, Hassan Hamid Hassan, said. "The organisation has historically
been considered hostile to the Sudan."

In response, Sudanese lawyer Ali Mahmoud Hassanain said that Amnesty International is concerned with the
human rights because Khartoum has violated them by using chemical weapons against its own people.

"It is natural for Amnesty International to expose and reveal Khartoum regime's practices and violations,"
Hassanain told Radio Dabanga.

In fact the lawyer hopes that the Sudanese regime would inevitably go to court. "There it would be exposed by the
irrefutable evidence and facts Amnesty has about the regime's use of chemical weapons in Jebel Marra."

In Sudan, the publication of the report has sparked wide condemnation of the government's alleged practices
against the Darfuri people. The rebel SPLM-N has decided to suspend "all political engagement" with the
Sudanese government on peace negotiations about Darfur.

Street protests against the use of chemical weapons erupted in Austria, the Netherlands, the United States, and
the United Kingdom by those who sympathise with the people in Darfur.

Amnesty published a new report on South Sudan on Monday, in which it accuses President Salva Kiir's
government of targeting members of the ethnic Nuer from which Kiir's former deputy, Riek Machar. It further
found South Sudanese government's forces responsible for deliberately killing civilians, raping women and girls
and looting property in July in the national capital, Juba.

South Sudan: UN Human Rights Chief Warns of 'Alarming Rise' in Ethnic Hate Speech
UN News Centre
October 26, 2016

An alarming rise in hate speech and incitement to violence against certain

http://allafrica.com/stories/201610260409.html
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ethnic groups in South Sudan has prompted the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, to issue a warning
that if the community and political leaders at the highest levels do not rein
it in, mass atrocities in the country could erupt.

According to news release yesterday from the High Commissioner's Office (OHCHR), over the past two weeks,
letters with graphic warnings of violence against those from the Equatoria region were left outside humanitarian
organizations in Aweil West in the north-western part of the country. The letters have been attributed to the Dinka
community, and warned Equatorians to either leave or be "eliminated."

The threats included those of violence, mutilation, and murder. Several state officials in the region have reportedly
joined the hate speech. An Equatorian staff member of a humanitarian organization was attacked on 16 October in
Aweil Town and 104 staff members of humanitarian organizations have been evacuated.

The threats followed the killing of an unconfirmed number of Dinka civilians who were traveling by bus to Juba on
8 October, as well as a separate attack on another three buses two days later. Social media perpetuated rumours
about the number of civilians killed and called for revenge against Equatorians.

"Hateful rhetoric in South Sudan – particularly if it is exploited for political purposes – can have devastating
consequences for entire communities, quickly spiralling into a cycle of revenge attacks," said High Commissioner
Zeid. He urged President Salva Kiir, political and community leaders to "urgently and unambiguously" condemn
the incitement to violence as well as to take rapid measures to reduce tensions.

"One important step," he added, "would be to promptly and transparently investigate the violence of 8 and 10
October and to hold perpetrators criminally responsible. Those who are behind these terrible threats to
Equatorians must also be held to account."

The Acting Governor of Awil state issued a press release in which he called on all citizens to join the Government
in its condemnation of the "alleged threats directed towards our Equatorian brothers and sisters," which Mr. Zeid
welcomed.

However, he remained concerned over a statement issued by President Kiir on 19 October in which the President
said he would personally lead military operations against the armed groups responsible for the killings in the
region. Mr. Zeid said that the statement has been interpreted as ethnically driven.

Armed Groups Free 145 Child Soldiers in South Sudan
Deutsche Welle
October 26, 2016

UNICEF says it has negotiated the largest single release of child soldiers in
South Sudan since 2015. Once reunited with family they receive three
months of food aid and livestock.

Two armed groups in South Sudan released 145 child soldiers, the United Nations children's agency (UNICEF)
reported on Wednesday.

It was the largest single release of child soldiers since 2015 and was secured by UNICEF and a government
disarmament commission.

The children came from the rebel SPLA-In-Opposition, led by former Vice-President Riek Machar, and the Cobra
Faction, which signed a peace deal with the government in 2014.

"Our hope is that today's release will be followed by many others," Mahimbo Mdoe, UNICEF head in South Sudan,
said in a statement. "Our priority is to get them into school and to provide services to communities so the children
are able to see a more promising future."

The freed children were disarmed, given civilian clothes and enrolled into a reintegration program where they
receive counseling.

Efforts have also been made to find their families. Once reunited, the children's families receive three months of
food aid and livestock.

http://www.dw.com/en/armed-groups-free-145-child-soldiers-in-south-sudan/a-36162895


Children in South Sudan need safety, protection and opportunities, Mdoe said.

"With the ongoing fighting across the country, UNICEF continues to receive reports about the recruitment of
children," he added. "We urge all parties to abide by international law, to end recruitment and to release children
who are currently serving in their ranks."

Child soldiers are often forced to join at gun-point.

Oil-rich South Sudan, the world's newest nation, descended into civil war in December 2013 following disputes
between President Salva Kiir and Machar, his sacked deputy.

The army, the rebels and allied militias recruited an estimated 16,000 children since the conflict began.

The two groups, largely separated along ethnic lines, signed a peace deal in 2015, but heavy fighting broke out
again in July after frequent violations of the agreement.

Machar, seeking medical treatment in South Africa, has urged his forces to reorganize for armed resistance to
Kiir's government.

Children are often forced to join the groups, joining to save themselves and to protect their communities, rights
groups have said.

The conflict in South Sudan has killed tens of thousands and displaced about 2.5 million people.
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Inter-ethnic violence kills over a dozen in southeastern Congo
Reuters
October 18, 2016

More than a dozen people have died since the weekend in fighting in
southeastern Congo between Bantus and Pygmies, local activists said on
Tuesday, in the latest escalation in a bloody three-year ethnic conflict.

The Luba, a Bantu ethnic group, and the Twa, a Pygmy people who inhabit the Great Lakes region, have been in
conflict since May 2013 in Democratic Republic of Congo's Katanga region, known for its rich deposits of copper
and other metals.

The violence, which has killed hundreds of civilians, has been fuelled by social tensions between Bantu villagers
and the Twa, a hunting and gathering people who have long been denied access to land and basic services.

David Ngoy Luhaka, a local priest and member of the Diocesan Commission for Justice and Peace, told Reuters
that at least 16 people had been killed in fighting since Sunday and many houses were burned near the town of
Kabalo, about 1,000 kilometres northwest of Congo's mining hub of Lubumbashi.

Ngoy said it was unclear what sparked this round of violence in the remote area.

Rogatien Kitenge, an advocate for Pygmy rights in the provincial capital of Kalemie, said he had received reports
of between 13 and 16 people killed in tit-for-tat attacks between the two groups. The provincial governor could not
immediately be reached for comment.
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Experts say security and humanitarian needs in Congo's southeast have largely been neglected as foreign donors
and U.N. troops focus on the eastern Kivu provinces and Ituri province further north, which have been ravaged by
two decades of deadly conflict.

Heightened political tensions over the delay of a presidential election from next month to April 2018, amid
accusations that President Joseph Kabila is trying to cling to power, have also raised fears of an upsurge in
localised conflicts over ethnicity and control of natural resources.

World Court Convicts Congolese Warlord of Witness Tampering
Voice of America
By Lisa Bryant
October 19, 2016

The International Criminal Court on Wednesday convicted Congolese
warlord Jean-Pierre Bemba and four others of witness tampering.

This was the second trial for Bemba at the court in The Hague. The former vice president of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo is serving an 18-year sentence for war crimes and crimes against humanity related to
widespread abuses by his forces in the Central African Republic.

In this case, Bemba and four members of his legal team were found guilty of bribing and otherwise influencing 14
defense witnesses to try to tilt the outcome of his first trial. They face up to five years in prison.

This was the ICC's first case dealing with witness tampering, and it will most likely not be its last. Presiding Judge
Bertram Schmitt described the actions of the accused as "clear and downright criminal behavior."

"Today's judgment sends the clear message that the court is not willing to allow its proceedings to be hampered or
destroyed," he said. "It sends the message that those who try to distort and interfere with the administration of
justice of this court do not go unpunished."

Similar allegations have cropped up in other ICC cases, particularly those dealing with post-election violence in
Kenya.

Cases against Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta and Deputy President William Ruto, who both faced charges of
crimes against humanity, were ultimately dropped for insufficient evidence. The prosecution cited allegations of
witness tampering, bribery and threats.

Reacting to Wednesday's verdict, Human Rights Watch noted three people had been arrested on charges of
witness tampering in relation to the Kenya cases.

DR Congo arrests top Rwandan rebel, says army
Daily Nation
October 26, 2016

DR Congo's army on Monday announced the arrest of a senior member of
the FDLR, the Rwandan Hutu rebel force accused of regular atrocities on
Congolese soil.

Army spokesman, Major Guillaume Ndjike, told AFPthat Habiarimana Mucebo Sofuni had been captured in
Rutshuru, in the restive eastern DR Congo's Nord-Kivu province.

Sofuni served as a commander in charge of intelligence for the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda
(FDLR), created by Rwandan Hutu refugees in the eastern DRC after the genocide of Tutsis by majority Hutus in
neighbouring Rwanda in 1994.

A local rights group, the Centre for the Promotion of Peace, Democracy and Human Rights, said Sofuni had been
detained on Sunday.

LARGE SCALE OFFENSIVE

Sofuni "has been transferred to (regional capital) Goma for interrogation," Ndjike said, without giving details of
the circumstances of his arrest.
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The FDLR, opposed to the current Rwandan Government, has not launched any large-scale offensive in Rwanda
since 2001. The group is regularly accused of committing atrocities against civilians in the zones under its control
in the eastern DRC.

Some of its founders are wanted by international prosecutors, accused of playing an active part in the genocide.

In August, the Congolese army arrested Patrick Sabimana — security chief to Rwandan Hutu leader Sylvestre
Mudacumura, who is wanted by the International Criminal Court on war crimes charges, including rape, torture
and pillage.

Eastern DR Congo has been torn for more than two decades by armed conflicts fed by ethnic and land disputes,
competition for control of a wealth of mineral resources, and regional rivalries.

DR Congo arrests Rwanda FDLR rebel commander
BBC News
October 27, 2016

Habyarimana Mucebo, a senior member of the Rwandan FDLR rebel group,
was captured in Rutshuru, north-eastern DR Congo.

Members of the FDLR fled into DR Congo after the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.

The slaughter of some 800,000 ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus sparked years of unrest in the region.

Mr Mucebo, the FDLR intelligence chief, has been taken into custody for interrogation, the army says.

Most senior figures of the group are wanted by Rwanda for their alleged role in the 1994 killings. Mr Mucebo's
arrest is not linked to genocide charges as initially reported.

Congolese officials accuse him of links to atrocities blamed on the FDLR.

For many years, the Hutu rebel group had become a source of instability in DR Congo's North Kivu province.

Rwanda has sent troops and militias into DR Congo on several occasions since the genocide, saying they were
going after the FDLR.

U.N. chief seeks Security Council help with South Sudan rebels in Congo
Reuters
By Michelle Nichols
October 27, 2016

United Nations chief Ban Ki-moon has asked the Security Council for help to
resolve a stalemate between peacekeepers and the Democratic Republic of
Congo government over what to do with hundreds of South Sudanese rebel
fighters.

In a letter to the 15-member council, seen by Reuters on Thursday, Ban said 755 South Sudanese rebels had
crossed into Congo's Garamba National Park with opposition leader Riek Machar in August. They fled the South
Sudanese capital Juba in July, after fighting erupted between Machar's forces and troops loyal to his rival, South
Sudan's President Salva Kiir.

U.N. peacekeepers in Congo extracted Machar, his wife, son and 10 others from Garamba at the request of the
Congolese government in mid-August, Ban said.

Since then the United Nations has been trying to broker an agreement between Congo and South Sudan on the
repatriation of the fighters or their relocation to a third country until a political deal is in place in South Sudan,
Ban said.

On Oct. 3 the Congolese government told the United Nations peacekeeping mission, known as MONUSCO, that it
wanted the fighters to leave within a week, but the mission does not have the legal authority to expel the troops
from Congo, Ban said.

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-37788062
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"At the same time, there is no basis for MONUSCO to continue providing humanitarian assistance to them, as they
are no longer in a life-threatening situation," he said, adding that the mission had told the Congolese government
it could not longer take care of the South Sudanese fighters.

"I am, accordingly, bringing the matter to the attention of the Security Council in order that it might take such
decisions or provide such guidance as it may deem appropriate," Ban said.

In August and September, Ban said the peacekeeping mission in Congo removed 755 opposition fighters from
Garamba "on lifesaving, humanitarian grounds." Eight of those died from injuries, malnutrition or ill health while
in the mission's medical facilities, he added.

The United Nations has been in contact with the African Union, East African regional bloc Intergovernmental
Authority on Development (IGAD) and the International Committee of the Red Cross to resolve the issue.

The fighters have voluntarily handed over 134 weapons, which peacekeepers will dispose of, Ban said.

Political rivalry between Kiir, an ethnic Dinka, and his former deputy Machar, a Nuer, led to civil war in 2013 that
has often followed ethnic lines. The pair signed a shaky peace deal a year ago, but fighting has continued.

South Sudan gained independence from Sudan in 2011.
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Gambia withdraws from International Criminal Court
Al Jazeera
October 26, 2016

Gambia has announced its withdrawal from the International Criminal
Court, accusing the Hague-based tribunal of "persecution and humiliation
of people of colour, especially Africans".

Tuesday's announcement comes after similar decisions earlier this month by South Africa and Burundi to
abandon the institution, set up to try the world's worst crimes.

The ICC was set up in 2002 and is often accused of bias against Africa. It has also struggled with a lack of
cooperation, including from the US, which has signed the court's treaty but never ratified it.

The court had been used "for the persecution of Africans and especially their leaders" while ignoring crimes
committed by the West, Sheriff Bojang, Gambia's information minister, said on state television.

He singled out the case of Tony Blair, former British prime minister, whom the ICC decided not to indict over the
Iraq war.

"There are many Western countries, at least 30, that have committed heinous war crimes against independent
sovereign states and their citizens since the creation of the ICC and not a single Western war criminal has been
indicted," Bojang said.

The withdrawal, he said, "is warranted by the fact that the ICC, despite being called International Criminal Court,
is in fact an International Caucasian Court for the persecution and humiliation of people of colour, especially
Africans".

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/10/gambia-withdraws-international-criminal-court-161026041436188.html


Gambia has been trying, without success, to use the ICC to punish the EU for the deaths of thousands of African
refugees and migrants trying to reach its shores.

The decision will also come as a personal blow to the court's chief prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda, a former Gambian
justice minister.

Burundi had said earlier this month it would leave the court, while Namibia and Kenya have also raised the
possibility.

Over the weekend, the ICC asked South Africa and Burundi to reconsider their decisions, which came as a major
blow to the institution.

"I urge them to work together with other states in the fight against impunity, which often causes massive
violations of human rights," Sidiki Kaba, president of the assembly of state parties to the ICC founding treaty, said
in a statement.

Alleged war crimes

South Africa's decision followed a dispute last year when Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir visited the country
despite being the subject of an ICC arrest warrant over alleged war crimes.

Kaba said he was concerned that South Africa and Burundi's decisions would pave the way for other African states
to leave the court.

The tribunal is entrusted with "prosecuting the most serious crimes that shock the conscience of humanity,
namely genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and crimes of aggression".

Luis Moreno Ocampo, the former ICC chief prosecutor, criticised Burundi and South Africa, accusing them of
giving leaders on the continent a free hand "to commit genocide".

"Burundi is leaving the ICC to keep committing crimes against humanity and possible genocide in its territory.
Burundi's president wants free hands to attack civilians," he said.

He said Nelson Mandela, the former South African president, had "promoted the establishment of the Court to
avoid new massive crimes in Africa. Now under the [Jacob] Zuma leadership, South Africa decided to cover up the
crimes and abandoned African victims. The world is going backward.

"The chaos is coming. Genocide in Burundi and a new African war are in motion."
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Ivorian Opposition Calls For Constitution Vote Boycott
Daily Mail
By AFP 
October 14, 2016

Ivory Coast's main opposition coalition called Friday on voters to boycott a
referendum on the adoption of a new constitution that changes contentious
rules on presidential eligibility.

Current rules require both parents of presidential candidates to have been born in Ivory Coast. It was one of the
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factors that triggered violent unrest five years ago during contested elections won by President Alassane Ouattara.

Ouattara's father was born in neighbouring Burkina Faso and his rival Laurent Gbagbo, refused to cede power
after losing a re-election bid.

"We call on all our supporters, our compatriots, ... to take the path of boycott," said Pascal Affi Nguessan,
president of the Ivorian Popular Front founded by Gbagbo.

Nguessan urged supporters of the dozen party-strong opposition coalition the Front heads to go about their daily
tasks and go to work as usual "as what is going to happen on October 30 does not concern them."

The draft constitution, which parliament overwhelmingly approved earlier this week, changes the rules on
presidential eligibility and establishes a senate.

President Ouattara says the amendments will help end years of instability and conflict in the world's top cocoa
producer, but the opposition says there has been a lack of consultation.

In the past, Ouattara was barred from running for the top job because it was claimed he did not meet the parental
eligibility criterion.

As well as calling for the creation of a second legislative chamber, the draft constitution also sets up the post of
vice president, to be elected at the same time as the president and two-thirds of senate members.

The draft provides for the president appointing a third of the senate, a provision the opposition is particularly
unhappy with.

Ouattara told lawmakers last week that under the proposed constitution, the election calendar "will be known in
advance by everyone, with fixed dates, so that there can no delays that could disturb our country's stability."

Under the draft, presidential terms are set at five years, renewable only once. Ouattara was elected to a second
term in October 2015.

Gbagbo is now on trial at the International Criminal Court for war crimes in connection with the deadly unrest
that followed his refusal to concede his election to Ouattara in 2010.

Some 3,000 people were killed over five months following that poll.

Ivory Coast Campaigns For Constitutional Referendum
Gulf Times
October 22, 2016

The president of Ivory Coast insists it will heal a nation beset by violent
turmoil, but as a referendum campaign for the nation's new draft
constitution began yesterday, his opponents decried the text as
dangerously anti-democratic.

Since the opposition has called for a boycott of the October 30 referendum, the draft basic law is almost certain to
garner a majority "yes" vote.

The text is the brainchild of President Alassane Ouattara, who has said that it would "definitively turn the page on
successive crises" in Ivory Coast. "Yes to peace, to modernity," read the government's campaign posters.

But the clouds of tear gas deployed against protesters on Thursday in Abidjan, where police briefly detained
several opposition leaders, underlined the potential for tensions.

And Friday's suspension of two opposition newspapers, one for "spreading confusion...through false information,"
will have done little to calm fears among some.

"Just as the current constitution was against Ouattara, so this one is for Ouattara and his camp," explained
political scientist Jean Alabro.

By Ouattara's telling, the new constitution would do away with the nationalistic concept of "Ivoiriete", which
roughly translates as "Ivorian-ness".
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In a country whose population, especially in the north, includes large numbers of people with roots in
neighbouring states, the question of who is a "real Ivorian" has contributed to years of unrest, including a coup in
1999, a civil war in 2002 that split the country between its north and south, and a violent post-election crisis in
2011.

As a result of that latest bloodshed, former president Laurent Gbagbo is currently detained by the International
Criminal Court in the Hague on charges of crimes against humanity.

One of the key changes in the new text is the removal of a clause stipulating that presidential candidates must be
born to parents both of whom are Ivorian citizens.

In the past, this clause prevented Ouattara himself, because of his parental links to Burkina Faso, from running for
the country's top office.

He eventually overcame this obstacle through a decree Gbagbo was pressured to sign by the international
community.

While the removal of that stipulation has been broadly welcomed, the opposition has criticised a requirement that
presidential candidates be exclusively Ivorian, saying it would disqualify people of dual nationality.

The proposed constitution also calls for the creation of the post of vice president, who would be elected on the
same ticket as successful presidential candidates.

For the government, this would ensure continuity in the event of a head of state's death or incapacity.

For the opposition, the change is a "monarchistic tactic" and the new office-holder would the president's stooge.

If the draft passes into law, the first vice president would be immediately appointed by Ouattara, a measure that
has led to rumours he is already trying to set up a successor for when his current and final term ends in 2020.

The draft also establishes a new legislative chamber in the form of a senate, two-thirds of whose members would
be elected, with the remaining third appointed by the head of state.

This presidential prerogative is one of the opposition's several gripes about the new chamber.

Simone Gbagbo And Her Lawyers Snub Ivory Coast Trial
Yahoo Sports
October 25, 2016

Ivory Coast's former first lady Simone Gbagbo on Tuesday refused to
attend her trial for crimes against humanity due to a row with the court
over the failure of high-profile witnesses to take the stand.

"This morning, when I sent security officers to fetch her, she told them she couldn't come, in line with her lawyers'
decision to suspend their participation," prosecutor Aly Yeo said.

The judge suspended the trial until November 3.

Gbagbo's lawyers had announced their refusal to attend on Monday due to a no-show by witnesses they had called
to testify, including a former premier, an ex general and a police chief.

"We are still demanding that our witnesses appear, that's the principle of a trial. We haven't heard the testimony
of those involved," said lawyer Ange Rodrigue Dadje.

Monday was supposed to be the first day of witnesses called by the defence, with Gbagbo's lawyers calling figures
including parliament speaker Guillaume Soro, former premier Jeannot Kouadio Ahoussou and former army chief
Philippe Mangou.

"The process is biased, the court does not want a fair trial," said Dohora Blede, one of the lawyers defending
Gbagbo over post-election violence that left more than 3,000 dead in 2010-11.

"We see that our witnesses are not present -- we have asked for a delay of four days to see these people, who are
indispensable for demonstrating the truth."

http://sports.yahoo.com/news/simone-gbagbo-lawyers-walk-ivory-coast-trial-235546385.html


But the prosecution said witnesses were free to testify or not and that it was up to the defence to make sure they
turned up.

"Now they have an extra week," the prosecutor said.

Gbagbo has been on trial since the end of May, accused of involvement in the shelling of Abobo, a northern suburb
of Abidjan which was a stronghold of Alassane Ouattara, who beat her husband Laurent in the 2010 election and
is now president.

She is also accused of being a member of a "crisis cell" that allegedly coordinated pro-Gbagbo attacks by the armed
forces and militias.

She is already serving a 20-year sentence for "endangering state security".

Ivory Coast, the world's top cocoa producer, was rocked by deadly violence for five months after Laurent Gbagbo
refused to concede the 2010 election to Ouattara.

He is currently on trial before the International Criminal Court in The Hague.

[back to contents]

Lake Chad Region — Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon

Malnutrition Spikes in North Cameroon Amid Boko Haram Conflict
Voice of America
By Moki Edwin Kindzeka
October 18, 2016

Aid agencies are sounding the alarm about severe food insecurity
throughout northern Cameroon as a result of the Boko Haram conflict.

This month, 70 children suffering from malnutrition have needed medical attention at the Minawao refugee camp.
However, says nurse Irene Mbarga, the hospital has limited resources to treat them.

The families are not able to provide enough food, she says, and malnutrition is making other health conditions
worse.

Mbarga told VOA that about three quarters of the cases the hospital sees are related to malnutrition. When the
hospital is running short on supplies, she says, the staff can only provide first aid.

The Minawao camp is home to more than 50,000 refugees, a majority of them women and children. More
displaced people live in host communities.

Dr. Abdoul Mustapha of the Cameroon medical council in Mokollo, far northern Cameroon, says local residents
also have been bringing their children to the refugee camp hospital. Local health clinics are not set up to deal with
malnutrition.

The rate of simple malnutrition has increased from 7 percent last year to nearly 12 percent now, Mustapha says.
Cases of severe acute malnutrition also are on the rise, signaling an emergency.

Cameroon's Ministry of Public Health and the United Nations say more than 100,000 children in northern
Cameroon currently suffer from acute malnutrition.

This part of Cameroon was already grappling with high rates of chronic malnutrition, as much as 30 percent
among children, before the Boko Haram conflict arrived in 2014. The mass displacement, including the influx of
refugees from neighboring countries, has only made the situation worse. In addition, insecurity has made farming
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impossible in some areas, while herders have lost their animals to insurgents.

"The situation of malnutrition, or food insecurity, reflects not only the fact that we are not able to grow sufficient
or enough food, but we do not have the access to that and we do not have sufficient means in order to maintain
access to health services, in order to maintain and address young people when they have diarrhea, for example,"
said Barbara Sow, the Cameroon representative of the U.N. Fund for Population Assistance.

"So the challenge for the U.N. is making the link between a humanitarian response today, bringing it food so that
young children and families can eat today, but making sure that they have the means by which tomorrow, they are
not in the same position," she added.

Chibok Leader: 100-Plus Girls Unwilling To Leave Boko Haram
USA Today
October 18, 2016

Nigeria's government is negotiating the release of another 83 of the Chibok
schoolgirls taken in a mass abduction two-and-a-half years ago, but more
than 100 others appear unwilling to leave their Boko Haram Islamic
extremist captors, a community leader said Tuesday.

The unwilling girls may have been radicalized by Boko Haram or are ashamed to return home because they were
forced to marry extremists and have babies, chairman Pogu Bitrus of the Chibok Development Association told
The Associated Press in a telephone interview.

Bitrus said the 21 Chibok girls freed last week in the first negotiated release between Nigeria's government and
Boko Haram should be educated abroad, because they will probably face stigma in Nigeria.

The girls and their parents were reunited Sunday and are expected to meet with Nigeria's President Muhammadu
Buhari on Tuesday or Wednesday, Bitrus said. Buhari flew to Germany on an official visit the day of the girls'
release.

Buhari said Monday that his government is prepared to talk with Boko Haram as long as the extremists agree to
involve organizations like the International Committee of the Red Cross, which was an intermediary in last week's
release.

Some 276 schoolgirls were kidnapped from a school in northeastern Chibok in April 2014. Dozens escaped early
on and at least half a dozen have died in captivity, according to the newly freed girls, Bitrus said.

All those who escaped on their own have left Chibok because, even though they were held only a few hours, they
were labelled "Boko Haram wives" and taunted, he said. At least 20 of the girls are being educated in the United
States.

"We would prefer that they are taken away from the community and this country because the stigmatization is
going to affect them for the rest of their lives," Bitrus said. "Even someone believed to have been abused by Boko
Haram would be seen in a bad light."

One Chibok girl, Amina Ali Nkeki, escaped in May. Chibok Parents' Association chairman Yakubu Nkeki said the
young woman has been reunited with her freed classmates, all of whom are being treated by doctors, psychologists
and trauma counsellors at a hospital in Abuja, Nigeria's capital, run by the Department of State Security, Nigeria's
secret service.

Human rights advocates and the Bring Back Our Girls Movement have been asking if the girl is a detainee of the
government and have been demanding she be allowed to return home, as she has requested.

One father of a newly freed girl, Emos Lawal, said his daughter was "praying that let the rest of them have the
chance to come out."

The freed girls have told their parents they were separated into two groups early on in their captivity, when Boko
Haram commanders gave them the choice of joining the extremists and embracing Islam, or becoming their
slaves, Bitrus said.

The girls freed and those whose release is being negotiated, numbering 104, are believed to be in the group that
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rejected Islam and Boko Haram, he explained. The freed girls said they never saw the other girls again.

Bitrus said the freed girls were used as domestic workers and porters but were not sexually abused. He said that
was why only one girl in the freed group is carrying a baby, and her parents have confirmed that she was pregnant
when she was kidnapped. An aid worker had told The Associated Press that he had seen the girls on their release
and that all but three carried babies. Bitrus said that report was incorrect.

Previous negotiators in talks that failed also had corroborated that more than 100 of the girls did not want to
return to their parents, Bitrus said.

Chibok is a small and conservative Christian enclave in mainly Muslim northern Nigeria, where many parents are
involved in translating the Bible into local languages and belong to the Nigerian branch of the Elgin, Illinois-based
Church of the Brethren.

Nigeria's government has denied reports that the girls were swapped for four Boko Haram commanders, or that a
large ransom was paid.

Surviving Boko Haram: Kidnapped Girls Tell Their Stories
PBS NewsHour 
By Larisa Epatko
October 19, 2016

Aisha (not her real name), 17, was living with her mother in Nigeria when
Boko Haram took over the town.

"They went from house to house. When they arrived at our house, they wanted to marry me, and I refused. I told
them I wouldn't marry anyone without my father's consent. So they left. But they came back again at night and
kidnapped me," she said, according to a testimonial from the London-based International Alert.

Aisha was forced to "marry" a fighter, and she became pregnant. "I hated the baby," she said, but a woman she
didn't know showed her kindness and taught her to love her son. "She preached to me about his innocence."

When a Nigerian military offensive freed the town, Aisha got help from the nonprofit coalition, the Federation of
Muslim Women's Associations in Nigeria.

Another teenager, whose town was captured by Boko Haram, was forced to become a servant before she was able
to escape. Once back at home, she learned that the militants had demanded a ransom for her, but her parents
couldn't pay. So they killed her little brother in retaliation.

Her family fled to a displacement camp in Maiduguri in the northeast. Others shared similar stories of being
beaten and abused.

The Islamic militants, who are trying to establish territory in the northeast under strict sharia law, force the
women and girls to be cooks, fighters and sex slaves. Boys are kidnapped as well and turned into child soldiers.
Sometimes they're released after the government has bombed an area, so they've had to survive twice.

In April 2014, more than 200 schoolgirls were kidnapped from the Nigerian town of Chibok. The abductions
received international attention and launched a #BringBackOurGirls social media campaign. In mid-October, 21
of the Chibok girls were released and reunited with their families.

But their trauma doesn't end when they escape. "They're not trusted" by the community, said Kimairis Toogood,
senior peacebuilding adviser at International Alert in Nigeria. The townspeople think the former captives are still
under the influence of Boko Haram and could attack them at any time. "When people are afraid, they lash out,"
she said.

"There's a lot of fear and hatred toward Boko Haram," and it ends up being directed at those who lived with them,
even unwillingly, and they become the targets of hate. People call the girls "Boko Haram wife" and sometimes
harass and beat them.

"It annoys me a lot that people here in the community view me as a Boko Haram abductee. I hate it," said one of
the freed teenagers. And along with everything else, she's terrified that Boko Haram will come back to get her.
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International Alert, UNICEF Nigeria and other local groups are working to make the communities more accepting
of the returnees. They coach the local religious leaders to help the women and girls form support groups. They
provide a safe space where the former captives can talk about what they went through.

"You can drink tea, bring your baby, and you just talk and listen" at the workshops, said Toogood. The religious
leaders will tell the girls "you're not to blame and you're not alone."

The aid groups also try to pinpoint the source of the stigmatization and contempt. In order to move on and
rebuild, the community must find ways to coexist and forgive, she said. To spread that message, the group
facilitates radio programs where hosts interview those involved in the community-building.

Listeners can call in, and responses have ranged from acceptance to more hardline attitudes, showing more
convincing is needed.

So far, the girls themselves have been too distraught to tell their stories on the radio. "The things they survived are
still very real and raw," said Toogood.

But they're resilient, she continued. She told the story of a woman who found a child wandering around a camp —
his parents killed — and adopted him as her own. She described the women who refused to abort their children
who were born from rape. And the families who won't give up until their girls are found.

Widows Of Victims Of Nigeria's Boko Haram Say Aid Overdue
Fox News
October 23, 2016

After her husband was killed by a Boko Haram suicide bomber late last
year, Hajjagana Mbasaru was forced to pull her children from school and
rely on friends to feed them. Like other widows of civilians fighting the
Islamic extremists in northern Nigeria, she spent long months waiting for
any kind of government support.

Finally, last week, officials in northeastern Borno state stepped up with a small handout: two bags of rice and
some beans. Though modest, Mbasaru said it was a welcome change from months of being ignored.

"I am indeed very happy that, for once, the government has remembered me," Mbasaru said.

During its seven-year uprising, Boko Haram extremists have killed more than 20,000 people and displaced more
than 2.6 million in Nigeria and neighboring Cameroon, Niger and Chad. Frustrated by the ineffective military
response, thousands of ordinary residents in northeastern Nigeria joined local militias.

In Borno, most signed up for the same one as Mbasaru's husband, the "Civilian JTF," a play on the acronym used
to describe the joint military and police taskforce in the region.

Often armed with only machetes, iron bars and batons, the men worked to round up suspected Boko Haram
fighters and intercept suicide bombers. They soon became targets, and since 2013 nearly 700 have been killed,
according to Jibrin Gunda, legal adviser to Civilian JTF.

While praising the sacrifice of the fighters, the government has done very little to help their families adjust to life
without them, Gunda said. "Many of them had wives and many children. They had their aged parents who were
part of their dependents, and who are now bereaved," Gunda said.

Last week's distribution of food is part of a broader program intended to make up for that neglect, said Satomi
Ahmad, executive chairman of Borno*s emergency management agency. More than 150 widows such as Mbasaru
were selected to be part of the first round of beneficiaries, and more will be included in the weeks to come, he said.

It was not clear whether families would get just one distribution of food or be able to receive the handouts multiple
times.

The idea originated with current vigilante fighters who pleaded for support for the families of their fallen
comrades, Ahmad said. "We immediately welcomed the idea because these are youth who volunteered to sacrifice
their lives in safeguarding the territorial integrity and internal security of our nation. And the majority of them
were breadwinners for their families," he said.
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That was the case for Hauwa Li's husband, a businessman who died fighting Boko Haram last year.

"He joined the militia because, at the time, Boko Haram were just killing everyone," Li said. "About 20 months
ago, when they set out for the bush, he didn*t come back alive. They brought his corpse alongside others who were
killed."

Li, a 30-year-old homemaker, was left alone to support six children under 12. She has worked to find odd jobs to
help her family, but she often falls short. "The days we sleep with hunger are more than the days we have our
stomachs filled up," she said.

Though they were surprised not to have received any state aid earlier, the widows who picked up food last week
said their families are grateful for the help.

Fadi Ali, a 41-year-old widow with 10 children, held back tears as she looked at the bags of food that had been
placed at her feet. "God has made provisions for every mouth that needs to eat," she said.

In addition to helping these families, Ahmad said officials hoped the food distribution program will motivate the
civilian defense fighters who are still battling the extremists: "We believe it will help to boost the morale of those
who are still active in the ongoing war against terrorism."

Officers: 83 Nigerian Soldiers Missing In Boko Haram Attack
Associated Press
By Haruna Umar and Michelle Faul
October 23, 2016

Some 83 Nigerian soldiers are missing in action since Boko Haram Islamic
extremists attacked a remote military base in the northeast, senior army
officers said Sunday.

The soldiers were unable to fight back and fled because Boko Haram had superior fire power, the officers told The
Associated Press, speaking on condition of anonymity because they are not authorized to give information to
reporters.

Morale also was low among the troops because they were being rationed to one meal a day and their allowances
were being pilfered by their commanders, the officers said.

Army spokesman Col. Sani Kukasheka Usman reported last week that "some" soldiers were missing and 13
wounded when the insurgents on Oct. 17 attacked their base in Gashigar village, on the border with Niger. Usman
has not responded to requests for the actual number.

Dozens of fleeing troops jumped into the Niger River and 22 were pulled from the water by soldiers from that
neighboring country, officers said. Many soldiers are feared to have drowned, they said.

In a separate development, hunters killed seven Boko Haram fighters who were burning buildings and huts in
northeastern Makwaa village, the hunters and villagers confirmed Sunday. "We engaged them in a fierce battle for
close to three hours, we overpowered them, resulting in the killing of seven," hunter Aisha Gombi said of Saturday
night's firefight. "One was caught alive with gun wounds and others escaped into the bush."

President Muhammadu Buhari promised to better arm Nigeria's military when he was elected in March 2015,
blaming corruption for the deaths of thousands including soldiers in the 7-year-old Islamic insurgency that has
killed more than 20,000 people.

Billions of dollars meant to buy arms were stolen or diverted to the presidential campaign of former President
Goodluck Jonathan, according to ongoing court cases.

Military officers also are currently facing courts-martial for allegedly selling arms and ammunition to Boko
Haram, indicating the corruption bedeviling the country's fight against the Islamic extremists continues despite
government efforts to halt graft.

Still, the military in the past year has succeeded in dislodging the insurgents from most towns and villages where
they had set up an Islamic caliphate. But the extremists continue to attack remote villages and main roads that
they have mined. Nigeria's army has reported thwarting and killing several suicide bombers in the past month.
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The United Nations has warned that tens of thousands among the 2.6 million people forced from their homes by
the insurgency are facing famine-like conditions that already are killing children.
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Nigeria, Mali, Somalia Listed 'Epicenters' Of Terrorism
Anadolu Agency News
By Rafiu Ajakaye
October 18, 2016

Nigeria, Mali and Somalia were Tuesday listed as "epicenters" of violent
extremism in Africa by the UN Development Program (UNDP), the
organization said.

Mandisa Mashologu, the deputy director for the UNDP in Nigeria, said the Boko Haram terror campaign in
Nigeria had affected at least 14.8 million people, including at least seven million in need of dire humanitarian
assistance.

Speaking at a conference for community and religious leaders from across Africa in capital Abuja, Mashologu said
violent extremism could only be tackled fully through a long-term economic approach targeting individuals,
communities and the structural dynamics of extremism.

"We see the role of traditional and religious leaders as crucial in complementing other efforts in a multifaceted
approach," she said.

The ICC Convicts Al Mahdi For The Destruction Of Cultural Heritage In Mali
Global Policy Forum
By Marina Lostal
October 19, 2016

In September 2016, the International Criminal Court (ICC or the Court)
found the Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi, a Tuareg Malian citizen, guilty of the war
crime of intentionally directing attacks against buildings dedicated to
religion, education, art, science or charitable purposes, historic monuments
in the context of the armed conflict in Mali. He was sentenced to nine years
of imprisonment whereas, in theory, he could have been sentenced to a
maximum of 30.

Some background facts are apposite. Al Mahdi was arrested in Niger and surrendered to the ICC in September
2015. Al Mahdi was accused of having been involved in the attacks against nine mausoleums[1] in Timbuktu as
well as the mosque of Sidi Yahia, in the summer of 2012.[2] Regarding the Sidi Yahia Mosque, it was later
established that only its door has been damaged. This, nevertheless, signified an apocalyptic threat to the local
population since the door had been closed for 500 years and it was believed its opening "would lead to the Last
Judgment".[3] The impact was such that "some witnesses started crying when they saw the damage".

Although Al Mahdi's accusation concerned 9 mausoleums, in reality there were 14 destroyed in Timbuktu. Efforts
to restore these mausoleums have since been conducted under the coordination of UNESCO, in cooperation with
the Malian Ministry of Culture. Having said that, it is important to note that around 4,000 ancient manuscripts
were also burned, stolen or lost. However, the ambit of the war crime against cultural heritage in the ICC Statute
does not extend to movable objects (see Articles 8(b)(ix) and 8(2)(e)(iv)of the ICC Statute, applicable in
international and non-international armed conflicts, respectively).

Al Mahdi was a member of the Ansar Dine (defenders the faith), a paramilitary Islamist group involved in the
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armed conflict in Mali which aimed to impose a harsh interpretation of Sharia Law. He also was the head of the
Hisbah, the body which acted as a form of morality police. In Al Mahdi's words, its function was:

"[T]o ensure the promotion of virtue and the prevention of vice […] reforming the apparent evils in the streets,
such as the failure to wear the veil, revealing their feminine charms, social mix, smoking, photos, and posters
displaying, for example, banned slogans."[4]

The mandate of the Hisbah also included deciding on the fate of the shrines, mosques and antiquities of
Timbuktu. This was an important role in light of Timbuktu's status as a UNESCO World Heritage List site,
deemed to be of outstanding universal value for the whole of humanity.

Rather than insisting on a full trial, Al Mahdi pleaded guilty. He sought the pardon of the people of Timbuktu,
stating:

"It is with deep regret and with great pain I have to enter a guilty plea and all the charges brought against me are
accurate and correct. I am really sorry, I am really remorseful and I regret all the damage that my actions have
caused."

Al Mahdi is the fourth person to be convicted at the ICC, and has received the lowest sentence to date - In 2012,
Thomas Dyilo Lubanga was sentenced to 14 years for enlisting and using child soldiers in the Democratic Republic
of Congo; in 2014, Germaine Katanga was sentenced to 12 years for the crime against humanity of murder, and the
war crimes of murder, attacking the civilian population, pillage and destruction of property in the Democratic
Republic of Congo; and, in 2016, Jean-Pierre Bemba received 18 years for the crimes against humanity of murder
and rape, and for the war crimes of murder, rape and pillage, perpetrated in Central African Republic.

The prosecution submitted that Al Mahdi's sentence should be between 9 and 11 years. In determining the
sentence of 9 years, the ICC Trial Chamber took into account the gravity of the crime and several mitigating
circumstances. Concerning the gravity, the ICC Chamber factored in, for example, the fact that the buildings
affected were not only of religious significance, but also of symbolic and emotional value for the local population;
and that all sites but one were part of the World Heritage List. However, the Court also contended that "even if
inherently grave, crimes against property are generally of lesser gravity than crimes against persons".[5] As to the
mitigating circumstances, the Chamber noted Al Mahdi's initial reluctance to destroy the sites and choice of
means to destroy them (i.e. he advised against using bulldozers save in the case of the Djingareyber mosque); his
admission of guilt; his cooperation with the prosecution, his expression of remorse; and his irreproachable
behaviour in detention.[6]

Al Mahdi remains detained in The Hague awaiting the final stages of the proceedings: the
reparation/compensation stage. Reparations can take the form of "monetary compensation, return of property,
rehabilitation or symbolic measures such as apologies or memorials." The Trial Chamber will decide whether the
reparation, if any, should be carried out on a collective or individual basis, depending on what it deems most
appropriate for the victims of the case. At the ICC, the concept of victims encompasses not only individuals, but
also organisations or institutions "that have sustained direct harm to any of their property which is dedicated to
religion, education, art or science or charitable purposes, and to their historic monuments" (Rule 85(b), Rules of
Procedure and Evidence). The Court admitted nine parties to participate as victims in the Al Mahdi proceedings:
three individuals and six organisations (although one withdrew at the beginning of the trial). Their identity,
however, remains unknown to the public.

Ordering some form of compensation, rehabilitation or symbolic measures for this crime would constitute another
first. Never before has someone who has been found personally responsible for the damage and destruction of
cultural heritage been required to be actively involved in the reparation of the harm. The decision of the Court in
this respect may constitute an example for future processes (judicial or extra-judicial) concerning the damage and
destruction of cultural heritage in various conflicts, such as Syria, Iraq, Libya or Yemen. That is, if such processes
ever take place.

France Says Ready To Keep Troops In W.Africa For As Long As Needed
Reuters Africa
By John Irish
October 19, 2016

France appeared on Wednesday to accept that it would need to keep
thousands of troops in Africa's Sahel region for an indefinite period given
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the ongoing instability and preponderance of Islamist militants.

The region, a politically fragile area whose remote desert spaces spanning from Mauritania in the west to Sudan in
the east host a medley of jihadist groups, is seen as vulnerable to further attacks after strikes on soft targets in
Burkina Faso and Ivory Coast earlier this year.

That has been brought further to light after a spike in violence in northern Mali, where France intervened three
years ago to drive out al Qaeda-linked militants who hijacked a rebellion in 2012 by ethnic Tuaregs and attempted
to take control of the central government in Bamako.

Speaking to lawmakers, Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault sought to reassure regional allies that Paris would
not abandon them despite pressure on its military that has seen it increase operations in the Middle East, but also
on home soil after a series of Islamist attacks.

"France remains committed as long as the jihadist threat continues to weigh on the future of these countries,"
Ayrault said at a parliamentary debate on his country's overseas operations.

"What message would we be sending if we envisaged a reduction of our effort? We do not have the right to
abandon our African brothers at the exact moment when they need us the most to consolidate the fragile
balances," he said.

After sending troops to Mali, the former colonial power has since spread some 4,000 soldiers across the region to
hunt down Islamists, while United Nations' peacekeepers have been deployed to ensure Mali's stability.

However, the U.N.'s forces have lacked equipment and resources making a political settlement between Tuaregs
and the government in Mali increasingly fragile and paving the way for Islamists and traffickers to exploit a void
in the north of the country.

"We know it will be long and difficult (because) the national reconciliation process is taking time to come into
effect, securing the north is slow and terrorist groups continue to destabilise the region by carrying out attacks on
Mali's borders at the entrances to other countries like Niger and Ivory Coast," Ayrault said.

France will next week seek to discuss Mali when it hosts a ministerial meeting on U.N. peacekeeping operations in
French-speaking countries to see how to beef up and improve their efficiency.
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On the Government of Burundi's Banning of Human Rights NGOs
U.S. Department of State
October 27, 2016

The United States is deeply concerned by the Government of Burundi's
announcement that it has banned five domestic non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and suspended five others that work in the fields of
human rights, election monitoring, and anti-corruption. Civil society
organizations, including the ones suspended, play an essential role in
defending the constitutionally-guaranteed rights of all Burundians, and
their closure would further shrink Burundi's greatly diminished democratic
space without addressing or ameliorating the ongoing political crisis.

The United States urges the Government of Burundi to reconsider its decision to ban and suspend these NGOs,
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and to engage constructively in the dialogue led by East African Community facilitator and former Tanzanian
President Benjamin Mkapa. A resolution to Burundi's crisis is genuinely possible through reconciliation and
cooperation.

Burundi notifies UN of ICC pullout
ENCA
October 28, 2016

Burundi on Thursday formally notified the United Nations of its withdrawal
from the International Criminal Court, dealing a blow to the tribunal seen
as a pillar of international justice.

South Africa was the first to take the formal step at the United Nations last week and Gambia has also said it plans
to pull out of the Rome treaty that created the ICC.

Burundi's Justice Minister Laurentine Kanyana personally delivered the formal letter to UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon's office.

The withdrawal takes effect one year after the letter is received.

The United Nations is calling on South Africa and Burundi to reverse their decisions.

"That withdrawal can be withdrawn," UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.

Burundi's move came after a UN envoy was dispatched to Bujumbura for crisis talks.

UN envoy Jamal Benomar was in Bujumbura meeting with leaders to try to defuse tensions over the ICC pullout
and the government's decision to break ties with the UN rights office.

Set up in 2002, the ICC is often accused of bias against Africa.

The ICC in April launched a preliminary investigation of allegations of killings, torture and other rights abuses in
Burundi.

A report by UN rights experts has blamed President Pierre Nkurunziza's security forces and police for the violence
that has torn the country since 2015.

The UN Human Rights Council decided last month to set up a formal commission of inquiry that could help
identify those responsible for the violence.

Burundi has been in turmoil since Nkurunziza announced plans in April last year to run for a third term, which he
went on to win.

More than 500 people have died in the violence and at least 300,000 have fled the country.
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Uganda: Two More Charged Over Gulu Attack, Hearing Set for November
AllAfrica: The Monitor
By Ephraim Kasozi and Jalira Namyalo
October 19, 2016
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Two more people have been charged and remanded over charges of the
failed attack on Gulu army detach and Gulu Central Police Station.

The two are Private Charles Omwony Bua attached to Papa battalion local defence unit in Agago District and Tito
Bongomin a boda-boda operator of Paibwor Kera, Layemo sub-county in Kitgum District. They were arraigned
before the General Court Martial at Makindye and denied the charges.

The indictment of the five brings the total number of the suspects over the Gulu attacks to 21.

They are charged with treachery and related offences. They are alleged to have plotted the attacks on Opit Army
Detach and Gulu Central Police Station in Gulu district.

They are also charged with the murder of two soldiers at the army detach, two police officers at Gulu Central
Police Station and occasioning grievous bodily harm to four other people.

The Military Court chaired by Lt. Gen Andrew Gutti remanded them to Makindye Military Prison and Kigo Prison
until November 15 when the prosecution will present evidence. Prosecution told court that investigations into the
case are complete.

Last month, five were added onto the case. They areBidongu Karim, Patrick Komakech, Ema Munguriek, Robert
Okot and a police officer Vincent Olara.

Those charged earlier are Lance Cpl Simon Mugisha attached to Makindye Military Police, Pte Akina Ophine
Kasamba alias Jaimoro Opio Nickson, a watchman and builder in Zika Zone in Kawuku, Wakiso District,
Agenurwoth Collins Odori, a private guard and a resident of Katende Zone in Nakawa Division, Maditrowth
Vincent a private guard and resident of Kyebando in Kawempe Division and Lukwiya Kakonick a peasant resident
of Pawat Omeru in Nwoya District.

Others are Richard Okech a boda boda rider of Leb-Ngek in Nwoya, Alfred Odongpiny a boda boda rider of Kal-
atoocon Village in Nwoya, Geoffrey Komakech a peasant in Nwoya, Charles Onen (Nwoya), Richard Onen alias
Munu Opegu boda boda rider of Gulu, Opio Thomas Opiyo peasant from Gulu, Vicent Ochola Ocen alias Okema
Denis a casual labourer from Kitgum District and Pte Okidi Fred Opio Layika attached to papa Batallion under 5th
Division.

Prosecution Case:

Prosecution states that on May 27 this year with intent to prejudice the security of the country, the accused
infiltrated and attacked the defence forces at Opit Army Detach in Gulu. The state further contends that on June
12, this year the same group with the same intention attacked Central Police Station in Gulu Distruict.

It is also alleged that on May 27 this year, with malice aforethought, the suspects unlawfully caused the death of
Pte Odongo Alphonse Ojara and Okullo Haggai at Opit Army Detach in Gulu.

The state alleges that on June 12, the suspects with malice aforethought unlawfully caused death of ASP Amos
Masaba and Cpl Amops Edema at Central Police Station in Gulu.

Prosecution further states that on May 27 this year, the same group unlawfully occasioned grievous bodily harm to
Pte Obong Dickens at Opit Army Detach while on June 12 at Central Police Station, they caused similar harm to
detechtive Assistant Inspector of Police Yochira Jackson, Sgt Vincent Kibuye, Pte Michael Opoka Kilama, Police
Constable Watimango Sande and Christine Ally.

Bagamoyo

Between May and June this year, two Police officers officers and two UPDF soldiers were killed and others injured
following a fierce shootout with gunmen who attempted to raid security facilities in Gulu.

After Burundi, Which Other African States Could Abandon the ICC?
Newsweek
By Connor Gaffey
October 19, 2016

Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza took another step towards
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becoming a global outlier on Tuesday.

The controversial leader signed a decree to quit the International Criminal Court (ICC), following a parliamentary
vote to that effect earlier in October. The decree retracted Burundi's participation in the Rome Statute, on which
the court's authority is founded. The Burundian presidency announced on Tuesday that it would come into
immediate effect, although the Rome Statute states that any decision to withdraw becomes active a year after
giving notice to the United Nations secretary general.

The move makes Burundi the first country ever to pull out of the court, which is based in The Hague and was
established in 1998 to deal with high-level crimes, including genocide and crimes against humanity.

ICC chief prosecutor Fatou Bensouda opened a preliminary investigation into the situation in Burundi in April.
Bensouda said she was investigating events since April 2015, when Nkurunziza announced his intention to run for
a third term as president. The decision sparked widespread violence, a failed coup, and a brutal crackdown on
opposition. The chief prosecutor said when opening the investigation that more than 430 people had been
reportedly killed. More than 300,000 Burundians have also fled the country since the violence began, according to
the U.N. Refugee Agency.

The decision irked Nkurunziza, and the Burundian government has been further infuriated by a U.N. report in
September that claimed to have verified 564 executions in Burundi since April 2015, mostly carried out by security
forces on people perceived to be opposition supporters. The Burundian government rejected the report and has
since banned three U.N. investigators from the country.

But while Burundi may be the first country to leave the ICC, it may not be the last. Other African leaders have also
railed against a perceived bias in the court. All four of the suspects convicted for crimes against humanity and/or
war crimes by the ICC are African—most recently Ahmad al-Faqi al-Mahdi , a Malian jihadi sentenced to nine
years imprisonment in September for destroying historic shrines during the northern Mali uprising in 2012.
Another, Congolese politician Jean-Pierre Bemba—sentenced to 18 years in prison in June for war crimes and
crimes against humanity in Central African Republic—is appealing his sentence. All three of the court's ongoing
trials involve Africans, and nine of the 10 situations currently being investigated by the court prior to a possible
trial involve African states.

Several other African nations could soon follow Burundi's decision, while others—including Sudan—have already
turned their backs on the court.

Sudan

Sudan signed the Rome Statute in 2000 but never ratified it. The country has since said it does not intend to do so,
meaning it is outside the ICC's jurisdiction.

The highest profile suspect on the ICC's agenda is Omar al-Bashir, the Sudanese president. The court first issued
an arrest warrant against Bashir in March 2009, the first time it had indicted a sitting head of state. Along with
several other suspects, the ICC charged Bashir with being indirectly responsible for war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide in Darfur. The conflict in Darfur, which began with a rebellion of ethnic Africans against
the Arab-led government in 2003, is estimated to have killed hundreds of thousands, with Amnesty International
alleging recently that government forces had used chemical weapons against civilians, something the Sudanese
mission to the U.N. denied.

Bashir has dismissed the charges against him and described the ICC as a "politicized tribunal" in April. Other
African countries have appeared to disregard the ICC's arrest warrant and welcome Bashir as a visitor. Most
notably, Bashir went to South Africa in June 2015 for an AU conference and was allowed to leave freely, despite a
South African court ruling that he should be detained.

Kenya

Besides Bashir, the court's other high-profile suspects have included the current president and deputy president of
Kenya, Uhuru Kenyatta and William Ruto. The court issued summonses for six prominent Kenyans in 2010,
including Kenyatta and Ruto—then the deputy prime minister and minister of higher education respectively—on
grounds of crimes against humanity allegedly committed during violence that followed Kenya's elections in
December 2007. More than 1,200 Kenyans were killed during two months of inter-ethnic violence following the
vote, which was criticized as not free and fair by the international community.



The ICC prosecutors withdrew the charges against Kenyatta in December 2014, saying that the Kenyan
government had refused to hand over vital evidence. The court also threw out the case against Ruto in April, but
the decisions have not ended Kenyan animosity to the court. Kenya made a proposal at an AU summit in January
for the continental body to "develop a roadmap for the withdrawal of African nations," which received widespread
support among other states party to the Rome Statute.

Uganda

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, one of the continent's elder statesman, has been a vocal advocate for
abandoning the Netherlands court. Following the withdrawal of the case against Kenyatta, the 72-year-old
president—who has held power in Uganda since 1980—said that the ICC was a "tool to target" Africa by Western
leaders. Museveni pledged to bring a proposal to leave the institution. "Then they can be left alone with their
court," he said in December 2014. The mass withdrawal of African countries would leave the ICC diminished—34
of the countries party to the Rome Statute are African, the largest continental bloc out of a total of 124 states.

While he has not been successful in his mission so far, Museveni prompted outrage among Western diplomats by
branding the court "useless" in May, during his inauguration for a fifth consecutive term as president. The
statement prompted officials from the European Union, United States and Canada to walk out of the ceremony.

Uganda to extend stay of troops in CAR to help fight rebel group
Global Times (China)
October 20, 2016

The Ugandan military on Wednesday said it will extend the stay of its
troops in the Central African Republic (CAR) for a couple of months
following requests by the African Union (AU) and the European Union (EU).

Lt. Col. Paddy Ankunda, the Ugandan military spokesperson, told Xinhua by telephone that AU and EU have
requested the East African country to extend the mandate of its contingent involved in the AU-led Regional
Cooperation Initiative for the Elimination of LRA (RCI-LRA)for another one year.

Uganda's military high command in April this year announced the planned withdrawal of the 2,500 strong
Uganda People's Defense Force troops by October.

"EU and AU wrote to us requesting not to pull our troops until next year. The final decision has not been taken.
But we shall be there for a couple of months," said Ankunda.

The AU Peace and Security Council in June requested Ugandan authorities to reconsider their decision to
withdraw the troops.

The Council argued that the withdrawal could create a security vacuum, which the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA)
and other rebel forces could exploit to escalate their activities in the region.

The Council recommended that the troops' mandate be extended up to May 2017.

The Ugandan authorities however believe that the LRA has been degraded and no longer has means to fight.

Uganda contributes part of the troops under the AU led RCI-LRA, which was launched in March 2012 to help in
the elimination of the LRA and the stabilization of areas affected by the activities of LRA.

The LRA is a Ugandan rebel group, which was flashed out of the country in 2006 after a two-decade-long
insurgency that left tens of thousands of people dead and over two million others homeless.

S. Sudan, Uganda set up task force to stop abductions
Anadolu Agency
By Halima Athumani
October 25, 2016

Ugandan and war-torn South Sudan police have set up a task force to track
down 22 Ugandans reportedly abducted by rebels in South Sudan and
prevent more kidnappings.

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1012579.shtml
http://aa.com.tr/en/africa/s-sudan-uganda-set-up-task-force-to-stop-abductions/671603


The decision to deploy a joint security squad along the road connecting the South Sudan border town of Nimule to
the capital of Juba according to Uganda police spokesman Andrew Felix Kaweesi, come after suspected rebel
groups have been demanding ransoms for the release of Ugandans captured during ambushes since the summer.

"The operations take immediate effect. We have put up a mechanism that the South Sudan Police will be escorting
buses coming to and from [the Ugandan capital of] Kampala and Juba," Kaweesi confirmed to Anadolu Agency.

The Nimule-Juba Highway has been a dangerous road, especially for Ugandan traders who had started returning
to South Sudan following the new outbreak of violence in July.

"As Uganda, we shall place a liaison officer on both sides to monitor the situation, but South Sudan shall deploy at
the flash points where these ambushes have been occurring," added Kaweesi.

In a meeting in Kampala between Uganda's police chief Kale Kayihura and his South Sudanese counterpart Makur
Maruol, it was noted that a total of 41 Ugandans were reportedly captured aboard buses and along border districts
by a rebel group loyal to former First Vice President Riek Machar, according to Kaweesi

Eight were released after a ransom was paid and 11 escaped, leaving 22, said Kaweesi

Machar was hospitalized in Khartoum in August after he fled South Sudan, where widespread clashes were
breaking out between rivals in its civil war.

The rebel leader declared that he would will work to bring down the government of President Salva Kiir.

[back to contents]
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Spokesman: Kenya's ICC withdrawal to be decided by cabinet
The Daily Mail
October 23, 2016

The spokesman for Kenya's president says Kenya's cabinet has yet to make
a decision on whether the country should withdraw from the International
Criminal Court.

a decision on whether the country should withdraw from the International Criminal Court.

Manoah Esipisu said Sunday that parliament has twice before issued resolutions calling for Kenya's withdrawal
from the tribunal, first in 2010 and again in 2013.

Esipisu says the ultimate decision on whether Kenya pulls out is subject to cabinet deliberation.

Some African countries are pushing to withdraw from the court because it indicted Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta on charges of crimes against humanity for 2007 post-election violence in which more than 1,000 died.

The ICC prosecutor said threats to witnesses, bribery and lack of cooperation by Kenya's government led to the
case's collapse.

South Africa and Burundi officially decided last week to leave the ICC.

Kenya Rights Body Begins Inquiry Into Security Forces Abuses
Human Rights Watch
By Otsieno Namwaya

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/Home.aspx
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http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-3864994/Spokesman-Kenyas-ICC-withdrawal-decided-cabinet.html
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October 24, 2016

Kenya has taken a step forward in stemming rampant abuses by security
forces. The Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR), a
constitutionally mandated body, today started investigating how insecurity
has affected human rights in the increasingly restive coast region, where
there have been scores of allegations of abuses by security forces.

Most of these abuses stem from security forces' heavy-handed response to Al-Shabab attacks. Coastal
communities have paid a heavy price. In June 2014, Al-Shabab launched a deadly night raid, killing at least 49
people in the coastal town of Mpeketoni, the first of a series of attacks in Lamu and Tana River counties over the
next weeks. An investigation by several human rights organizations such as Haki Africa and Muslims for Human
Rights (MUHURI) found that Kenyan security agencies were abusive in responding to the attacks. Haki Africa was
the first to debunk the notion promoted mainly by politicians that the attack was linked to the political opposition,
fingering Al-Shabab and highlighting key human rights concerns.

Human Rights Watch found that security forces were slow to respond to these attacks, and when they did they
rounded up villagers – mostly Muslims and members of Somali ethnicities – and beat and arbitrarily detained
them. All those arrested were either released without charge, had charges dropped, or were acquitted for lack of
evidence.

Calls for accountability for security force abuses in the coast region have been ignored. Numerous allegations of
abuses, including extrajudicial killings and disappearances, have barely been investigated. A damning report of
the Independent Policing Oversight Authority (IPOA), a civilian police accountability institution, catalogued the
botched police response to the Al-Shabab attack in Mpeketoni, but the government hasn't acted on its
recommendations.

The KNCHR inquiry offers a rare opportunity to highlight more recent abuses and renew public attention on this
worrying issue. KNCHR chair Kagwiria Mbogori said at least 303 cases of extra judicial killings, disappearances,
torture, and related human rights violations have been reported along the coast since 2013. And this is before the
inquiry, which will likely receive other fresh complaints, even kicks off.

It's essential that this time the findings and recommendations of the inquiry are not brushed aside by government
officials, as has been the case in the past. Kenyans are yearning for justice.

Kenyan police head list of torturers
Anadalou Ajansi
By Magdalene Mukami
October 26, 2016

Police officers are the main torturers in Kenya, according to a human rights
report released Tuesday.

The Independent Medico-Legal Unit (IMLU) highlighted the denial of legal access, physical assault, sleep
deprivation, burning, suffocation and rape as some of the practices employed by the National Police.

"Torture and ill-treatment are among the most abhorrent violations of human dignity and human rights," Peter
Kiama, IMLU executive director, said at a news conference in Nairobi. "Cases of torture and ill-treatment in Kenya
are on the rise."

Nearly a third of respondents to the National Torture Prevalence survey said they had been the victims of torture
or ill-treatment. Police accounted for 59 percent of torture cases, the survey found, with other criminal justice
agencies also linked to the practice.

A police spokesman denied the claim and said police were leading the fight against torture. "The person who
mostly fights against torture is the police," he told Anadolu Agency. "All cases of assault are handled by the police.
If this is true we would want to see these officers charged in court."

Police in Kenya have recently been linked to a spate of extra-judicial killings.
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Rwanda: Records of Teenage Pregnancy, GBV Cases Remain a Challenge – Activists
The New Times
By Jean d'Amour Mbonyinshuti
October 20, 2016

Lack of proper records of teenage pregnancy remains a challenge despite
efforts to curb the vice by both government and civil society organisations.

This observation was made, on Wednesday, during a national awareness meeting on teenage pregnancy.

The meeting brought together officials from the National Children's Council (NCC), local leaders and CLADHO, a
civil society organisation.

Officials said that reporting cases of gender based violence, which result into teenage pregnancy, is still a challenge
in society and this affects proper planning to support and find solution on how to fight the issue.

There were no definite figures of how many teenagers were impregnated countrywide over the years but in a rapid
assessment carried out in 10 districts by CLADHO, the umbrella of human rights organisations in Rwanda,
indicated that the issue is still alarming.

The rapid assessment carried out this year in 52 sectors, revealed that 818 teenage girls got pregnant before they
reached 18 years with in a period of just two years.

The highest percentage of teenage pregnancies was recorded in Huye District (14.2 per cent), followed by Kicukiro
District with 12.8 per cent, while the lowest percentage was recorded in Gicumbi District, with 6.2 per cent.

Red flag

Dr Claudine Uwera Kanyamanza, the executive secretary of NCC, said there is need for all actors to play their
respective role to ensure teenage pregnancy and gender based violence cases are reported on time so that
measures are taken to deal with such issues.

The 2014/15 Demographic and Health survey showed that teenage pregnancy rates in Rwanda increased from 6.1
per cent in 2010 to 7.3 per cent in 2015.

"We need to work together to know who are the girls being violated and carry early pregnancy so that they are
supported," said Kanyamanza.

"What we wish is to have the issue presented and we have tangible figures so that these girls who are violated are
supported so we can give them hope for the future and help them raise the babies they bear," she added.

She called on everybody to play their role saying that it was the only possible way to help young females to live a
better life.

It is everyone's responsibility to do something so that we fight violence against children, it is a challenge if we still
have children who are violated by own fathers or old mothers who sleep with their male children," she said.

Jean-Leonard Sekanyange, CLADHO chairperson, said there was need for more efforts by local leaders and
parents to ensure pregnancy and other GBV cases among teenage girls are minimised.

"All the problems faced by women occur before the eyes of local leaders at the village level but you realise that no
attention is being paid, for instance in Gasabo District, a 16 year-girl was impregnated and issued with death
threats but she later got married and lived in a house owned by a local leader, I think local leaders should work

http://www.unictr.org/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201610200076.html


hard to report teenage pregnancy cases," said Sekanyange.

Languida Nyirabahire, Gasabo vice mayor in charge of social affairs, said they would intensify efforts to sensitise
parents and children about their rights, to ensure no one is victimised just because they are ignorant.

DR Congo arrests top Rwandan rebel, says army
Daily Nation
October 26, 2016

DR Congo's army on Monday announced the arrest of a senior member of
the FDLR, the Rwandan Hutu rebel force accused of regular atrocities on
Congolese soil.

Army spokesman, Major Guillaume Ndjike, told AFP that Habiarimana Mucebo Sofuni had been captured in
Rutshuru, in the restive eastern DR Congo's Nord-Kivu province.

Sofuni served as a commander in charge of intelligence for the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda
(FDLR), created by Rwandan Hutu refugees in the eastern DRC after the genocide of Tutsis by majority Hutus in
neighbouring Rwanda in 1994.

A local rights group, the Centre for the Promotion of Peace, Democracy and Human Rights, said Sofuni had been
detained on Sunday.

Sofuni "has been transferred to (regional capital) Goma for interrogation," Ndjike said, without giving details of
the circumstances of his arrest.

The FDLR, opposed to the current Rwandan Government, has not launched any large-scale offensive in Rwanda
since 2001. The group is regularly accused of committing atrocities against civilians in the zones under its control
in the eastern DRC.

Some of its founders are wanted by international prosecutors, accused of playing an active part in the genocide.

In August, the Congolese army arrested Patrick Sabimana — security chief to Rwandan Hutu leader Sylvestre
Mudacumura, who is wanted by the International Criminal Court on war crimes charges, including rape, torture
and pillage.

Eastern DR Congo has been torn for more than two decades by armed conflicts fed by ethnic and land disputes,
competition for control of a wealth of mineral resources, and regional rivalries.
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AMISOM Troops Struggle to Counter IED Threat in Somalia
VOA News 
By Jason Patinkin
October 13, 2016

A platoon of African Union soldiers patrol a village outside Mogadishu.

They walk on foot ahead of three armored vehicles in order to sweep for improvised explosive devices (IEDs)
planted by al-Shabab insurgents.

The goal is to find and defuse any bombs before they go off.

Over the last five years, the African Union (AU) troops, called AMISOM, forced al-Shabab from most major towns,

http://www.nation.co.ke/news/africa/DR-Congo-arrests-top-Rwandan-rebel--says-army/1066-3429764-format-xhtml-xch7y0z/index.html
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but the rebels have regrouped with IEDs as their weapon of choice.

The insurgents have developed a sophisticated IED building network, regularly targeting both soldiers and
civilians in ever larger attacks which have managed to slow AMISOM's advance.

The IEDs have been very effective

"IEDs are the biggest threat in this counter-insurgency, counter-terrorism operation," says AMISOM Deputy
Force Commander Major General Nakibus Lakara. "Al-Shabab has been able to leverage its expertise on IEDs to
very, very devastating effect."

2016 is set to be the worst year yet for IED attacks in Somalia, with more than 225 attacks so far, according to the
Sahan Research Group.

In late August, blasts at two hotels in Mogadishu killed 22 people. Shortly after, a car bomb killed a senior Somali
general and his bodyguards.

Though there are no exact numbers, hundreds are believed to have been killed form IED attacks in the last 12
months.

The bombs are getting bigger too, up to 80 kilograms compared to five or 10 kilograms just a few years ago,
according to Major General Lakara.

IEDs come in different forms

"The use of IEDs has really evolved. IEDs are in different types. Trucks that are filled with explosives. There are
pressure plate IEDs. There are also magnetic IEDs. IEDs that are remote controlled, as a combination of this really
creates a lot of challenge," the general explained.

One of al-Shabab's most devastating tactics are "complex attacks" which begin with a large IED blast followed by
gunmen who spray bullets at survivors and responders.

But IEDs are also effective because they are so simple.

No need to import IED parts

Most of the materials to build an IED are available in Somalia, including cell phones to trigger explosives made
from fertilizer or old munitions.

IEDs are often filled with ball bearings and nails to maximize carnage.

The only imported components are blast caps and detonators believed to be smuggled from Yemen, according to
AMISOM commanders and independent researchers.

"The IEDs they manufacture gives them a lot of flexibility," says AMISOM IED expert Hollypass Lagat. "They can
place on a road, on the side of a road, under vehicles. They are easily modified. They can easily be transported.
They are easily connected, and the triggerman can easily hide somewhere."

This flexibility makes it difficult for AMISOM to counter the IED threat.

Counter measures

AMISOM and Somali security forces have modified their patrols with IEDs in mind. They also search cars in
places like Mogadishu where attacks are most frequent.

But better intelligence is needed to break up the bomb-making groups.

"Keeping an eye on where potential IED factories might be, keeping an eye on where the materials are coming
from, if certain materials, which are known IED components, are visible in high quantities or running through the
hands of certain people, now that kind of intelligence can start to dismantle an IED network," says Andres Perez, a
counterterrorism expert at the Royal United Services Institute for Defense and Security Studies.

For AMISOM soldiers on the frontlines, reducing the IED threat can not come soon enough.



In Somalia, U.S. Escalates a Shadow War
New York Times
By Mark Mazzetti, Jeffrey Gettlemand and Erick Schmitt
October 16, 2016

The Obama administration has intensified a clandestine war in Somalia
over the past year, using Special Operations troops, airstrikes, private
contractors and African allies in an escalating campaign against Islamist
militants in the anarchic Horn of Africa nation.

Hundreds of American troops now rotate through makeshift bases in Somalia, the largest military presence since
the United States pulled out of the country after the "Black Hawk Down" battle in 1993.

The Somalia campaign, as it is described by American and African officials and international monitors of the
Somali conflict, is partly designed to avoid repeating that debacle, which led to the deaths of 18 American soldiers.
But it carries enormous risks — including more American casualties, botched airstrikes that kill civilians and the
potential for the United States to be drawn even more deeply into a troubled country that so far has stymied all
efforts to fix it.

The Somalia campaign is a blueprint for warfare that President Obama has embraced and will pass along to his
successor. It is a model the United States now employs across the Middle East and North Africa — from Syria to
Libya — despite the president's stated aversion to American "boots on the ground" in the world's war zones. This
year alone, the United States has carried out airstrikes in seven countries and conducted Special Operations
missions in many more.

American officials said the White House had quietly broadened the president's authority for the use of force in
Somalia by allowing airstrikes to protect American and African troops as they combat fighters from the Shabab, a
Somali-based militant group that has proclaimed allegiance to Al Qaeda.

In its public announcements, the Pentagon sometimes characterizes the operations as "self-defense strikes,"
though some analysts have said this rationale has become a self-fulfilling prophecy. It is only because American
forces are now being deployed on the front lines in Somalia that they face imminent threats from the Shabab.

America's role in Somalia has expanded as the Shabab have become bolder and more cunning. The group has
attacked police headquarters, bombed seaside restaurants, killed Somali generals and stormed heavily fortified
bases used by African Union troops. In January, Shabab fighters killed more than 100 Kenyan troops and drove
off with their trucks and weapons.

The group carried out the 2013 attack at the Westgate mall, which killed more than 60 people and wounded more
than 175 in Nairobi, Kenya. More recently it has branched into more sophisticated forms of terrorism, including
nearly downing a Somali airliner in February with a bomb hidden in a laptop computer.

About 200 to 300 American Special Operations troops work with soldiers from Somalia and other African nations
like Kenya and Uganda to carry out more than a half-dozen raids per month, according to senior American
military officials. The operations are a combination of ground raids and drone strikes.

The Navy's classified SEAL Team 6 has been heavily involved in many of these operations.

Once ground operations are complete, American troops working with Somali forces often interrogate prisoners at
temporary screening facilities, including one in Puntland, a state in northern Somalia, before the detainees are
transferred to more permanent Somali-run prisons, American military officials said.

The Pentagon has acknowledged only a small fraction of these operations. But even the information released
publicly shows a marked increase this year. The Pentagon has announced 13 ground raids and airstrikes thus far
in 2016 — including three operations in September — up from five in 2015, according to data compiled by New
America, a Washington think tank. The strikes have killed about 25 civilians and 200 people suspected of being
militants, the group found.

The strikes have had a mixed record. In March, an American airstrike killed more than 150 Shabab fighters at
what military officials called a "graduation ceremony," one of the single deadliest American airstrikes in any
country in recent years. But an airstrike last month killed more than a dozen Somali government soldiers, who
were American allies against the Shabab.

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/16/world/africa/obama-somalia-secret-war.html?_r=0


Outraged Somali officials said the Americans had been duped by clan rivals and fed bad intelligence, laying bare
the complexities of waging a shadow war in Somalia. Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter said the Pentagon was
investigating the strike.

Some experts point out that with the administration's expanded self-defense justification for airstrikes, a greater
American presence in Somalia would inevitably lead to an escalation of the air campaign.

"It is clear that U.S. on-the-ground support to Somali security forces and African Union peacekeepers has been
stepped up this year," said Ken Menkhaus, a Somalia expert at Davidson College. "That increases the likelihood
that U.S. advisers will periodically be in positions where Al Shabab is about to launch an attack."

Peter Cook, the Department of Defense spokesman, wrote in an email, "The DoD has a strong partnership with the
Somali National Army and AMISOM forces from Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Burundi operating in
Somalia. They have made steady progress pressuring Al Shabab."

The escalation of the war can be seen in the bureaucratic language of the semiannual notifications that Mr. Obama
sends to Congress about American conflicts overseas.

The Somalia passage in the June 2015 notification is terse, saying American troops "have worked to counter the
terrorist threat posed by al-Qa'ida and associated elements of al-Shabaab."

In June, however, the president told Congress that the United States had become engaged in a more expansive
mission.

Besides hunting members of Al Qaeda and the Shabab, the notification said, American troops are in Somalia "to
provide advice and assistance to regional counterterrorism forces, including the Somali National Army and
African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) forces."

American airstrikes, it said, were carried out in defense of the African troops and in one instance because Shabab
fighters "posed an imminent threat to U.S. and AMISOM forces."

At an old Russian fighter jet base in Baledogle, about 70 miles from the Somali capital, Mogadishu, American
Marines and private contractors are working to build up a Somali military unit designed to combat the Shabab
throughout the country.

Soldiers for the military unit, called Danab, which means lightning in Somali, are recruited by employees of
Bancroft Global Development, a Washington-based company that for years has worked with the State Department
to train African Union troops and embed with them on military operations inside Somalia.

Michael Stock, the company's founder, said the Danab recruits received initial training at a facility in Mogadishu
before they were sent to Baledogle, where they go through months of training by the Marines. Bancroft advisers
then accompany the Somali fighters on missions.

Mr. Stock said the goal was to create a small Somali military unit capable of battling the Shabab without repeating
the mistakes in Afghanistan and Iraq, where the United States spent hundreds of millions of dollars trying to build
up large armies.

Still, American commanders and their international partners are considering a significant expansion of the
training effort to potentially include thousands of Somali troops who would protect the country when African
Union forces eventually left the country.

Maj. Gen. Kurt L. Sonntag, the commander of the American military's task force in Djibouti, the only permanent
American base in Africa, said the proposed training plan would increase and enhance the Somali national security
forces, including the army, national guard and national police.

"The specific numbers of forces required is currently being assessed," General Sonntag said. He added that it must
be large enough to protect the Somali people but "affordable and sustainable over time, in terms of Somalia's
national budget."

Independent experts and aid organizations say the Somali Army is still largely untrained, poorly paid and poorly
equipped, and years away from coalescing regional militias into a unified army.

American policy makers tried to avoid direct involvement in Somalia for years after the Black Hawk Down



episode. But in the years after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Special Operations troops and the Central Intelligence
Agency began paying Somali warlords to hunt down Qaeda operatives in the country.

In 2006, the United States gave clandestine support to Ethiopian troops invading the country to overthrow an
Islamist movement that had taken control of Mogadishu. But the brutal urban warfare tactics of the Ethiopian
troops created support for an insurgent movement that called itself Al Shabab, which means "The Youth."

American involvement in Somalia was intermittent for several years afterward, until the Westgate attack
refocused Washington's attention on the threat the Shabab posed beyond Somalia.

The Shabab still control thousands of square miles of territory across Somalia. A Somali university student who
travels in and out of Shabab areas said the group's fighters were becoming increasingly suspicious, even paranoid,
checking the phones, cameras, computers and documents of anyone passing through their territory, constantly on
guard for another American attack. He said Shabab fighters were becoming younger, with a vast majority under 25
and many as young as 10.

American law enforcement officials think that the bomb that nearly brought down the commercial jet in February
was most likely made by a Yemeni who is believed to have constructed other laptop bombs in Somalia. Pictures
from an airport X-ray machine show the explosive packed into the corner of the laptop, next to a nine-volt battery.
Several aviation experts said that the bomb was obvious and that airport security officials in Mogadishu might
have intentionally allowed it through.

The bomb exploded about 15 minutes after takeoff, punching a hole through the fuselage and killing the man
suspected of carrying the bomb on board, though the pilot was able to land safely. Aviation experts said that if the
bomb had exploded a few minutes later, with the cabin fully pressurized, the fuselage would have most likely
blown apart, killing all of the approximately 80 people on board.

Has Shabaab been weakened for good? The answer is 'yes' and 'no'
The Conversation
October 17, 2016

Several analysts have highlighted the supposed weakening of Al Shabaab,
the violent Somali Islamist militant group. The Somali foreign minister
Abdisalam Hadliyeh Omer claimed recently for example that the Al-Qaeda
allied terrorist outfit controls less than 10% of Somali territories.

Omer could also point to Mogadishu's hosting of the regional heads of state of Intergovernmental Authority on
Development for an extraordinary summit in September. This was the first high-level diplomatic meeting in the
Somali capital for over 35 years.

Al Shabaab has been battling the Somali government for at least a decade and is responsible for devastating
attacks in Kenya and Uganda. As such the regional summit presented the group with an opportunity to attack the
top leadership. But the organisation failed to launch any attack and the summit passed off peacefully.

Under pressure on many fronts

The Somali national army is increasingly taking on a larger role in combat operations, becoming both a target for
offensives and launching them. The regional states, a crucial part of the new federal structures of Somalia often
based around local clans, have also increasingly become more involved in the fighting.

The federal arrangement was created to address the distrust between regional – often clan-based – factions and
Mogadishu. Several of these have launched relatively successful attacks against Al Shabaab in areas where the
Somali army lacks local support. For example, in recent months the interim southwestern administration has
launched at least three sizeable, and successful, attacks against Al Shabaab.

Additionally, an American air strike in September confirmed that the US remains involved and committed to
strike at Al Shabaab. Added to these are rumours about low scale clashes between Al Shabaab fighters loyal to the
Islamic State and those loyal to Al Qaeda continued in the more central areas.

Finally, another reason for the new optimism is that the Somali capital is booming. Although there are terror
attacks, small hit and run attacks, assassinations and improvised explosives, investors have not been deterred.

http://theconversation.com/has-shabaab-been-weakened-for-good-the-answer-is-yes-and-no-67067


All of these developments signal that Al Shabaab is facing stress under increased pressure from the government
and the regional states. But it should also be noted that predictions of Al Shabaab's collapse have come and gone
since 2007. So far, the group has remained potent.

A semi-territorial organisation

Al Shabaab has transformed into a semi-territorial organisation. The transformation has not been without losses.
By losing territories, it has lost prestige, many of its foreign fighters have returned home and it has lost leaders.
But it has survived the transformation.

In one sense it perhaps signals, as has happened before, a precedence for the future of the Islamic State. It is
possible to survive a transformation from holding territories to a semi-territorial presence. There is "life" after
territorial collapses, especially if your enemies neglect rural security. You can survive the wear and tear of this
transformation.

It seems Al Shabaab is doing just this, albeit in a weakened state. The future does hold potential trouble for the
organisation if the national army and the forces of the regional states manage to protect regional villages. While
this remains to be seen, the latest developments have shown some increased potential for this to happen.

Why Al Shabaab remains potent

Al Shabaab remains potent partly because it is a relatively low cost organisation. The current situation in Somalia
allows it to live off the land. The assertion that Al Shabaab controls only 10% of Somalia is itself debatable. It is
entirely true that the areas where Al Shabaab have a permanent territorial control probably is less than 10% of
Somali territory. But they have launched attacks in all parts of Somalia except for, Somaliland, the areas of the
former British colony that seceded in 1991 and have been at peace since. Yet Somaliland hosts Al Shabaab cells as
well, and has been used as a staging ground for terror attacks against Djibouti and Ethiopia.

Their fronts are relatively stable in central Somalia. Al Shabaab still holds onto areas it has administered for years
without being challenged. The last offensive to deprive the group of its last territorial holdings have yet to emerge.
This is despite the forces of the African Union being vastly superior both in numbers, training and equipment.

Outside these areas, the terror group has established a semi-territorial presence. Events in mid-2016 are a clear
example of this. According to UN sources, the forces of the South Western state successfully attacked Al Shabaab
in the Bulo Fur village on June 21. Al Shabaab in the end withdrew. But the forces of the South Western state also
withdrew to their base in Qansax-Dheere District, according to the UN sources. This pattern has been repeated all
across central Somalia for years.

Locals expect Al Shabaab to come back after the withdrawal of its enemies. In this way, villages are left at the
mercy of Al Shabaab. It means that the group can still pressure locals to support them. It can sanction government
supporters in these small villages and it can also tax locals, gain recruits and food. Local villagers have to hedge
their bets by accommodating Al Shabaab.

The result is a form of semi-territorial presence that ensures:

income and recruits that can enable the organisation to exist for many years;

stream of support for terror cells both in Mogadishu, Somaliland and even inside neighbouring countries; and

Mogadishu business people who operate outside of the city have a big incentive to pay Al Shabaab to prevent
disruption.

These factors are seldom highlighted in the media, who would rather focus on more spectacular but less
strategically important terror attacks in Mogadishu.

'We had to eat rats,' say sailors held by Somali pirates for four years
The Guardian 
By Saeed Kamali Dehghan 
October 24, 2016

Last week Filipino sailor Antonio Libref was in forest in the Horn of Africa
marking his 1,672nd day in captivity at the hands of Somali pirates. Kept
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alongside 25 other Asians, all crew of the Omani-flagged Naham 3 fishing
vessel, thin and haggard hostages were treated "like animals" forced "to
eat rats just to survive".

On Monday, the 32-year-old was having his first proper meal as a newly free man in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi.
Two days earlier, he and fellow sailors from Vietnam, Taiwan, Cambodia, Indonesia and China, captured in March
2012 south of the Seychelles, had been released in exchange for a ransom.

Bile Hussein, the pirates' representative, claimed in comments reported by one news agency that the value of that
ransom was $1.5m (£1.2m), a figure that could not be independently confirmed.

The men's handover represented "the end of captivity for the last remaining seafarers taken hostage during the
height of Somali piracy", said the NGO Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP). The Taiwan-owned Naham 3 crew were the
second-longest held hostages by Somali pirates. Only one other group, who were released in 2015 after five years,
were held longer.

"We were treated like animals, so it feels good to be human again," Libref told the Guardian via phone as he
waited to be repatriated to the Philippines, where he hopes to join his family later this week. He said he was
thrilled to be free.

"I'm full of happiness," he said. "It was a surprise; we didn't expect to be released ... If you believe in God, hope is
always there – we were in the hands of pirates yet there was hope, there was a miracle and we're back in
normality."

The happiness of those who were freed, however, may be tinged with the grief felt for those who did not make it.
The Naham 3 crew had originally numbered 29, but the captain was killed on the day the ship was hijacked and
two others "succumbed to illness during their captivity", according to OBP.

Details of how the sailors were released – and who paid a ransom – have been kept under wraps. What is known is
that the men's torment came to an end when they were flown to Nairobi on Sunday evening. Images taken at the
Jomo Kenyatta international airport show the former hostages, tears in their eyes, hugging each other in disbelief.

John Steed, a retired British colonel who helped to negotiate the release as coordinator of the Hostage Support
Partners (HSP), was on the plane to bring the men to Kenya.

"We flew into Somalia yesterday to the city of Galkayo, which is one of these divided cities with a lot of fighting,"
he said. "We picked them up in an airstrip outside the city, and they were handed to us by a local community,
elders and regional administration, and flew them back here to Nairobi, where they are having medical care."

Steed said the hostages were beginning to open up, talking about "how cruel the pirates were and how they beat
them up and tortured them". Some of their account is harrowing. The hostages have said that two of the sailors
who subsequently died were then kept inside the freezer.

After being captured, Libref and his fellow hostages were kept on board Naham 3 for a year and a half before being
taken to land. The OBP said trawler was initially tethered to another hijacked vessel, the MV Albedo, but that both
had subsequently sunk, on separate occasions.

"When the MV Albedo began to sink, with its crew onboard, the crew of the Naham 3 courageously assisted in
their rescue by jumping into the ocean to save the drowning seafarers. Over a year after its capture, the Naham 3
sank and the crew was brought ashore, where they were subject to much greater risks," according to OBP.

Out in the forest, Libref said the hostages became so hungry they ate rats. "We suffered a lot, we only ate rice,
beans, flour, wheat, so we were forced to catch rats; we had to survive," he said. They made nets out of rope and
tree trunks to capture rats and birds, using rice as bait.

Arnel Balbero, another of the captives, told the BBC his time as a hostage had left him feeling like the "walking
dead".

Many people went to greet the hostages as they arrived in Nairobi, but the presence of one person took all 26 of
them by surprise. Michael Scott Moore is a US journalist who had spent five months with them on Naham 3.
Moore, who was captured while researching a book on piracy in Somalia, was released in 2014.



He said he had got along well with all the former hostages, especially the five Filipinos, who spoke English. He said
their tales of captivity were an indication of how badly they were treated.

"I was totally hungry. I lost a lot of weight but I wasn't so desperate that I felt that I needed to catch birds," he said.
"Two of them died of disease; what they always do is throw drugs at the person who is sick. When I came down
with something actually serious, they tested my blood, and they found it was malaria and they brought me the
proper medication. The fact that they didn't do that with these guys tells you that on an individual level, the
circumstances were worse for each one of them."

Piracy off Somalia's coast was once a serious threat to the global shipping industry, but the number of attacks has
declined sharply in recent years since vessels began carrying armed guards and EU naval forces increased patrols.
No commercial ship has been successfully attacked for about four years, but observers warn the threat remains.

The OBP said on Saturday: "Whilst there has not been a successful attack on a commercial vessel since 2012, there
have been a number of attacks on fishing vessels and there remain a number of hostages still held in Somalia."
Among those still far from freedom are 10 Iranians and three Kenyans. In 2015, at least 306 seafarers were
attacked in the region.

Libref said he did not have any plans for the future yet. "Now, to be free is enough," he said. "But my message is to
the pirates: what they are doing is very bad. You capture people; you ask for money. What is the value of money?"

Somalia: Violence in Gaalkacyo displaces 75,000 people
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
October 24, 2016

Violence broke out in Gaalkacyo on 7 October 2016, leaving 11 people dead
and dozens injured. Over 75,000 people have now been displaced. Sporadic
fighting continues as the peace agreement reached by clan elders and the
business community on 9 October has failed to hold. The Federal
Government of Somalia's efforts to restore peace in Gaalkacyo are under
way. Justin Brady, the Head of Office for OCHA Somalia, travelled to
Gaalkacyo on 17 October to assess the situation. He shares his story.

"The approach to Gaalkacyo airport afforded an expansive view of the city. It looked unchanged from when I
visited in February 2016 to accompany Professor Walter Kaelin, the world's foremost authority on internal
displacement, as he toured Somalia to advise the Humanitarian Coordinator in designing a durable-solutions
initiative for the more than 1 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) throughout Somalia.

Some people have been displaced since the 2011-2012 famine that claimed almost 260,000 lives. Others have been
displaced since the earliest days of the collapse of Somalia's central Government in 1991. Our mission in February
2016 was to meet with local authorities, north and south, UN and NGO partners working with the tens of
thousands of displaced people in the city and, most importantly, to meet the displaced people themselves. The
displaced in Gaalkacyo are predominantly from areas to the south ravaged by conflict and drought. They are
farmers and pastoralists, often from the most marginalized clans of Somalia's central and southern regions.

During that mission, our meeting with authorities from both sides was intended to gauge the political will to
support durable solutions, including local integration. Similar to previous meetings in Hargeisa, Garowe and
Bosasso, we heard unqualified commitment from the two authorities to reverse the displacement trend and
support the integration of displaced people to ensure their social and economic empowerment. Things looked
encouraging.

But my visit on 17 October was for a far different reason. For the second time in less than a year, conflict between
north and south had sent civilians fleeing for safety, some 60 per cent of them IDPs from the centre of the city.
The fighting of November and December 2015 displaced over 90,000 people, essentially the town's entire
population. The total is now over 75,000 people to date, more than 80 per cent of whom are women, children and
the elderly. Those who fled sought refuge in IDP resettlement sites, neighbouring villages or wherever they could
find safety. They took what they could of what little they had. They lodged with friends, relatives or whoever could
lend a hand in the tradition of Somali society. Most sleep unprotected outside because of a lack of space inside,
just as the beginning trace of the Deyr (short rains) season arrives. Shelter, food and clean water are the priorities.
Through a rapid assessment, the UN and NGO team members in Galkayo, many themselves displaced and affected
by the conflict, will do what they can to assist with the resources available.

http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/somalia-violence-gaalkacyo-displaces-75000-people


We visited the Salama IDP resettlement area in the northern outskirts of the city. I had visited this area with
Professor Kaelin in February. Salama already housed thousands of IDPs in improved shelters that provide people,
especially single female-headed households, with a measure of protection compared with the improved shelters
made of sticks, fabric and plastic typical of a Somali IDP settlement.

Each of Salama's households now hosted at least two additional families. We met a group of mainly women and
children in the community market, which had remained unused since its construction—a well-intentioned
addition to the settlement that never met residents' needs. Now it serves as improved shelter for scores of women
and children and some men. The fortunate ones who arrived first secured the stalls along the side walls and along
the middle row that enjoyed roofs. But they again spoke of the need for shelter and food. They explained that the
settlement's borehole was overtaxed. They looked tired and frustrated and in some cases desperate. In the end,
they looked like so many of Somalia's internally displaced: like shepherds who had been turned into sheep and
chased from one point to another, forced to leave belongings and livelihoods and depend on others for the most
basic of needs.

If the rains arrive in earnest in the coming weeks, Gaalkacyo will flood and waterborne diseases may follow. If the
rains fail, the drought conditions that have gripped northern and central Puntland will creep further south. In
either case, the limited resources used to support people displaced by the conflict will be unavailable to people
affected by nature.

When the soldiers and heavy weapons are withdrawn, and when the authorities of Galmudug and Puntland states
of this new federal Somalia turn their efforts to resolving this long-standing friction where clans and crossroads
meet, those who fled will return just as quickly to their already difficult lives. The question is, when?"
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Libya forces free 13 foreigners from IS
Gulf Times
October 23, 2016

Forces loyal to Libya's unity government yesterday freed 13 foreigners held
by the Islamic State group in its former coastal bastion of Sirte, the forces
said.

Loyalists freed a Turkish and an Egyptian detainee as well as 11 Eritrean women "thought to have been held
hostage by Daesh", they said in a statement, using an Arabic acronym for IS.

Pro-government forces are fighting the last militants holed up in Sirte after launching an offensive to retake the
city in May.

Libya has been in chaos with rival administrations and militia vying for power of the oil-rich country since the
2011 uprising that toppled and killed longtime dictator Muammar Gaddafi.

IS militants overran the former president's home town of Sirte in June 2015, flying their black flags above public
buildings and imprisoning, crucifying or beheading dozens of people.

Forces allied with Libya's UN-backed Government of National Unity (GNA) began an offensive on May 12 aimed
at ousting IS from the city and surrounding areas.

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/libya
http://www.gulf-times.com/story/518440/Libya-forces-free-13-foreigners-from-IS


Backed by US air strikes since August 1, they have gradually tightened the noose on the few remaining IS fighters
inside the city some 450km (280 miles) east of the capital.

Pro-government forces yesterday said they had seized a group of buildings in a northeastern district of Sirte after
three days of fighting against IS diehards.

The fighting has left more than 550 GNA fighters dead and 3,000 wounded since the offensive began, but the IS
death toll is not known.

Loyalists freed a Turkish and an Egyptian detainee as well as 11 Eritrean women "thought to have been held
hostage by Daesh", they said in a statement, using an Arabic acronym for IS.

Pro-government forces are fighting the last militants holed up in Sirte after launching an offensive to retake the
city in May.

Libya has been in chaos with rival administrations and militia vying for power of the oil-rich country since the
2011 uprising that toppled and killed longtime dictator Muammar Gaddafi.

IS militants overran the former president's home town of Sirte in June 2015, flying their black flags above public
buildings and imprisoning, crucifying or beheading dozens of people.

Forces allied with Libya's UN-backed Government of National Unity (GNA) began an offensive on May 12 aimed
at ousting IS from the city and surrounding areas.

Backed by US air strikes since August 1, they have gradually tightened the noose on the few remaining IS fighters
inside the city some 450km (280 miles) east of the capital.

Pro-government forces yesterday said they had seized a group of buildings in a northeastern district of Sirte after
three days of fighting against IS diehards.

The fighting has left more than 550 GNA fighters dead and 3,000 wounded since the offensive began, but the IS
death toll is not known.

German Group: Migrants Die Amid Libya 'Coast Guard' Attack
The New York Times
October 21, 2016

At least four people died off the coast of Libya and more were missing after
a rubber boat carrying around 150 migrants was attacked Friday by a group
aboard a speedboat labeled as belonging to Libya's coast guard, a German
aid group said.

Dozens of people were tipped into the water in the panic that followed the attack, and there were fears that the
death toll could rise into double digits, according to the Sea-Watch group.

Sea-Watch said it had crew members responding to the boat 14 kilometers (9 miles) from Libya's coast when the
attacked happened. As its crew was handing out life-vests, the speedboat approached and its occupants started
hitting migrants with sticks, spokesman Ruben Neugebauer said.

In the ensuing panic, part of the rubber boat collapsed and most of the estimated 150 people onboard ended up in
the water, Neugebauer said.

Sea-Watch said the assailants prevented its crew from handing out more life-vests and medical aid, but crew
members were able to get 120 people onto one of their boats.

Four bodies were recovered, but Neugebauer said there were other corpses that couldn't be retrieved and the
death toll could rise into double digits.

He said the speedboat bearing the insignia of the Libyan Coast Guard "had several people on board" and had been
seen in the area repeatedly.

In Libya, a spokesman for the Navy and Coast Guard said investigators were looking into the report. Brig-Gen.

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2016/10/21/world/europe/ap-eu-germany-libya-migrants.html?_r=0


Ayoub Gasem told The Associated Press that Coast Guard officials assured him they were not involved in the
reported attack.

According to the International Organization for Migration, more than 3,600 people have died or gone missing
while trying to cross the Mediterranean Sea to Europe this year. The risky crossing from North Africa, and Libya
in particular, has been the main route smugglers and migrants have used in recent months.
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South Africa to quit International Criminal Court
Al Jazeera
October 21, 2016

South Africa is pulling out of the International Criminal Court (ICC)
because its obligations are inconsistent with laws giving sitting leaders
diplomatic immunity, according to government officials.

Justice Minister Michael Masutha said on Friday that the government will soon submit a bill in parliament to
withdraw from the court in The Hague, a move that comes as several African countries express concerns over what
they call the ICC's disproportionate targeting of the continent.

The bill will propose that South Africa repeal the Rome Statute that created the court because the statute is "in
conflict and inconsistent with" the country's diplomatic immunity law, said Masutha.

"A difficult choice had to be made," Masutha told reporters in the capital Pretoria.

Last year, South Africa said it planned to leave the ICC after it faced criticism for not arresting Sudan's President
Omar al-Bashir, who is accused of genocides and war crimes, when he visited the country. Bashir has denied the
accusations.

"Officials here say the ICC unfairly targets African governments and leaders," Al Jazeera's Haru Mutasa, reporting
from Johannesburg, said.

Mutasa said that government began the process of withdrawing from the ICC last year after civil society groups
dragged the government to court over its decision to let Bashir go.

A document seen by Reuters at the United Nations on Thursday showed that the move would take effect one year
after notice is formally received by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

The document was dated October 19, and signed by Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, South Africa's minister of
international relations and cooperation.

"The Republic of South Africa has found that its obligations with respect to the peaceful resolution of conflicts at
times are incompatible with the interpretation given by the International Criminal Court," the document said.

"The Republic of South Africa is committed to fight impunity and to bring those who commit atrocities and
international crimes to justice and, as a founding member of the African Union, promotes international human
rights and the peaceful resolution of conflicts on the African continent," it added.

"In complex and multi-faceted peace negotiations and sensitive post-conflict situations, peace and justice must be
viewed as complementary and not mutually exclusive."

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/10/south-africa-formally-applies-quit-icc-media-161021044116029.html


The ICC, which opened in July 2002 and has 124 member states, is the first legal body with permanent
international jurisdiction to prosecute genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.

Another African country, Burundi, appeared set to become the first county to withdraw from the Rome Statute,
the 1998 treaty establishing the global court, after its parliament voted last week to leave.

Burundi's President Pierre Nkurunziza signed a decree on Tuesday, but the United Nations has not yet been
officially notified.

Other African countries have also threatened withdrawal, accusing the court of disproportionately bringing
charges against suspected human rights abusers from the continent.

Al Jazeera's Mutasa said South Africa's move "will have huge ramifications" on the African continent", citing
divisions withing the African Union as "some countries want to stay while some of them want to leave".

"If Africa does leave the ICC, human rights activists are concerned [whether] there will be a body that will hold
leaders to account if they commit human rights abuses and violations," our correspondent said.

The opinions of ordinary Africans were also divided, Mutasa said. "They want the ICC to broaden its reach, and
perhaps target leaders from the US and Europe."

South Africa's move on ICC raises concerns of African exodus
Associated Press
October 21, 2016

South Africa on Friday reversed its early support for the International
Criminal Court and said it will withdraw from it, raising concerns of a
possible African exodus that would undermine a human rights tribunal
accused by some leaders of unfairly targeting the continent.

The announcement followed a similar decision by Burundi this week and was criticized by human rights groups
that see the ICC as the best means of pursuing perpetrators of the world's worst atrocities. The treaty creating the
court entered into force in 2002 after years of efforts by South Africa's post-apartheid government and others.

No country has ever withdrawn from the ICC. Now, the debate over a mass African withdrawal is expected to be a
"hot issue" at an African Union summit in January 2017, said Oryem Okello, deputy foreign minister of Uganda, a
critic of the court.

"We think the matter is best decided as a bloc," Okello said.

Withdrawal takes effect a year after the U.N. secretary-general is formally notified. U.N. spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said the countdown for South Africa started on Wednesday. Countries have to cooperate with any ICC
proceedings that begin before withdrawal takes effect.

South Africa's announcement is "devastating" for the ICC, said Mark Kersten, a Britain-based researcher.

"It is unclear if other states will follow South Africa's lead, but it is clear that states are more likely to follow South
Africa's lead than Burundi, with whom many African states have tensions," Kersten wrote in an email to The
Associated Press. Kenya, Namibia and Uganda are among the countries that have indicated interest in leaving, he
said.

The possible departure of more countries "really questions whether or not the court is going to survive because it
simply will not have the number of countries that it needs in order to be seen as legitimate and international," said
Mark Ellis, executive director of the International Bar Association.

Many African countries were supportive of the court's creation partly because of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, but
grew uneasy due to ICC scrutiny of national leaders. Under the Rome Statute that created the court, signatory
countries have a legal obligation to arrest anyone sought by the tribunal.

The treaty is "in conflict and inconsistent with" South Africa's diplomatic immunity law, Michael Masutha, the
minister of justice, told reporters Friday.

http://bigstory.ap.org/89f2f64bacc34073aee7aa22adf0de30


The treaty hinders South Africa's goal of promoting peace talks, which can include hosting adversaries on its soil,
Masutha said. South Africa has hosted talks on Zimbabwe, Congo and Madagascar in the past.

Parliament is likely to pass the bill. The ruling African National Congress party holds a majority of seats, and its
parliament office welcomed the decision, saying "the ICC has allowed non-member states to dictate and interfere
with its work to suit their own imperialist agendas."

South Africa's announcement follows a dispute last year over a visit by Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who is
wanted by the ICC for alleged war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide in Darfur. Al-Bashir was allowed
to leave South Africa even though a local court ordered authorities to stop him.

Friday's announcement came ahead of a Nov. 22 Constitutional Court hearing in which the government was
scheduled to appeal legal rulings against it in the al-Bashir case. Masutha said the state will drop its appeal.

South Africa's main opposition party, the Democratic Alliance, said it would go to court to declare the
government's decision to leave the ICC unconstitutional. Richard Goldstone, a South African who was an
international criminal prosecutor, said the move was demeaning to his countrymen.

"From a moral standpoint, it detracts from the inspiring legacy of the administration of President Nelson Mandela
that so strongly supported the ICC and all of the mechanisms of international justice," Goldstone said in a
statement.

On Tuesday, President Pierre Nkurunziza of Burundi signed legislation to withdraw from the ICC, which had said
it would investigate political violence that followed Nkurunziza's decision last year to pursue a third term, which
some have called unconstitutional.

The ICC, based in The Hague, Netherlands, had 124 member states before Burundi's move. The United States,
China, Russia and Israel are among non-members.

ICC spokesman Fadi El Abdallah said international support "in Africa and beyond" is necessary for the court "to
fulfil its independent and impartial mandate" to prosecute perpetrators of genocide and other crimes.

The push among some African countries to withdraw from the court began after it indicted Kenyan President
Uhuru Kenyatta on charges of crimes against humanity for 2007 post-election violence in which more than 1,000
died. The ICC prosecutor said threats to witnesses, bribery and lack of cooperation by Kenya's government led to
the case's collapse.

Only Africans have been charged in the six cases that are ongoing or about to begin, though preliminary ICC
investigations have been opened elsewhere in the world. The African Union has said it will not compel member
states to arrest a leader on behalf of the ICC.

Masutha, the South African justice minister, said Africa is strengthening its own human rights institutions.

Handing another country's leader over to the ICC would interfere in another nation's sovereignty, he said.

"One cannot think of a more plausible scenario of forced regime change by one country on another," Masutha said.
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Belgrade Acquits Bosnian Serb Soldier of Killing Croat
Balkan Insight
By Milivoje Pantovic
October 13, 2016

Former Bosnian Serb soldier Goran Sinik was acquitted of committing a war
crime by murdering a Croat civilian in Gradiska in September 1992 during
the Bosnian war.

The High Court in Belgrade acquitted Sinik on Thursday, saying that the evidence against him was "contradictory
and unreliable and the statements from witnesses were full of inconsistencies".

The judges said that it was established that accused Sinik was in the Gradiska municipality on the eve of the killing
of Croat civilian Marjan Vistica and that he was seen with the victim in a car with two other, unidentified people.

But the court said there was no hard evidence that Sinik committed the murder, or even about how the murder
was carried out.

"The court did not establish that the accused, Goran Sinik, did commit the murder of Marjan Vistica as the
prosecution claimed," it said.

The prosecution alleged that on September 2, 1992, near a bridge over the Sava river, Sinik took Vistica out of a
bus, drove with him to Bok Jankovac near Gradiska and murdered him at a municipal dump.

Sinik, who was not present at the reading of the judgement for health reasons, had denied during the trial that he
killed Vistica or that he even knew him.

However, after the killing of Vistica, Sinik moved in to the victim's apartment.

In accordance with the verdict, the court also decided that the costs of the trial would be paid by the state.

The verdict can be appealed.

UN Presses Bosnia on Missing Persons
Balkan Insight
By Marija Ristic
October 17, 2016

The UN urged the Bosnian authorities to improve legislation to prevent and
punish enforced disappearances and speed up the search for around 10,000
people still missing from the 1990s Bosnia.

The UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances said on Friday that the fate and whereabouts of about a third of
the 30,000 people reported missing in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a consequence of the war remains unknown
and that many of them might have been victims of enforced disappearance.

In a series of recommendations adopted by the committee, it expressed concern about the slow pace of
exhumations and identifications and the insufficient budget allocated to the Bosnian prosecutor's office.

It also said problems were being caused by the lack of sufficient forensic experts and the reduced budget allocated
to Bosnia's Missing Persons Institute.

"The Committee notes with concern that the budget of the Missing Persons Institute has halved since its inception,
despite the Institute gradually taking over the responsibilities of the International Commission on Missing
Persons and regrets that the Institute has not been provided with all the necessary technology to efficiently detect
graves and exhume them," it said.

The UN committee further warned about the large backlog of unprocessed war crime cases in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, recommending that the authorities finally implement their National Strategy for War Crimes
Prosecution, which has been delayed due to politicisation and local staff's lack of resources to deal with such a

http://www.sudbih.gov.ba/?jezik=e
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large number of cases.

Witness protection was another concern raised, with the committee highlighting "the insufficient witness
protection capacity, including the absence of witness protection programmes in entities [the Bosniak-Croat-
dominated Federation and the Serb-dominated Republika Srpska] where war crime cases have been transferred".

While noting that state-level police officers and civil servants suspected of having committed an offence can be
temporarily suspended from duty during an investigation into a crime in which they are suspected of involvement,
it highlighted a lack of clarity about whether the existing legislation at entity and district levels provides the same
guarantees.

The committee said it was not clear whether any member of the security or law enforcement forces can be
excluded from an investigation into an enforced disappearance when one or more of its officials are accused of
having been involved in committing the offence.

It said that explicit legal provisions should be adopted at state, entity and district level to ensure that any civilian
or military officials suspected of having being involved in a enforced disappearance should be suspended from
such investigations so they not in any position to influence or hinder them.

In a section about reparations to the victims of the war, the committee said the absence of a national fund to
support families of those who went missing during the conflict "has resulted for relatives of disappeared persons
in the denial of their right to obtain compensation".

It noted with concern that the fate and whereabouts of 94 child victims of enforced disappearance in 1995 in
Srebrenica has still to be established.

Bosnian Prosecutor's Disciplinary Charge 'Not Political Revenge'
Balkan Insight
By Denis Dzidic
October 17, 2016

Disciplinary proceedings were launched against state prosecutor Miroslav
Janjic because he failed to include five people's deaths in a war crimes
indictment, not because he indicted a Bosniak commander, prosecutors
insisted.

Disciplinary prosecutors said on Monday that they launched a professional negligence case against Janjic for not
including five deaths in a war crimes indictment and denied media claims that it was an example of politically-
motivated revenge.

Some Bosnian Serb media have reported that the disciplinary proceedings, launched in March this year, were an
attempt to punish Janjic for raising the indictment in the war crimes case against Bosnian Army wartime
commander Naser Oric, who is seen as a hero by many Bosniaks for his defence of Srebrenica in 1992.

But disciplinary prosecutor Mirza Hadziomerovic insisted that the case against Janjic had been launched on the
basis of solid evidence.

"When we speak about these proceedings, many media reports indicated that it has been initiated because of the
work on Naser Oric case. For the sake of the public, the Office of the Disciplinary Prosecutor wants to say that
these proceedings has been initiated only because of the five dead people who the prosecutor failed to include in
the indictment even though evidence was available," Hadziomerovic said.

The five deaths are alleged to have been negligently left out of the indictment of former Bosnian Serb soldier
Gligor Begovic for wartime crimes in the Bijeljina area.

Hadziomerovic said the Begovic indictment had only been confirmed after the state court had returned it for
further processing four times.

He argued that this represented "professional negligence".

"This is the most striking example of a case in which the indictment does not contain all the crimes for which there
is sufficient evidence," he said.

http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/bosnian-prosecutor-s-disciplinary-charge-not-political-revenge--10-17-2016


"Also we should point out that after a verdict of conviction had been pronounced against Begovic, he was acquitted
of charges of killing two people. Those charges were included in the indictment afterwards. The explanation of the
verdict indicates that the prosecutor did not present evidence concerning those murders at all," he added.

In July this year, Begovic was sentenced under a second-instance verdict to ten years in prison for committing
"bloodthirsty" crimes against civilians at the Batkovic detention center near Bijeljina in 1992.

Naser Oric is currently on trial alongside another former Bosniak soldier, charged with killing three Serb prisoners
in villages in the Bratunac and Srebrenica area in 1992. His prosecution has angered many Bosniaks.

Janjic's lawyer Fahrija Karkin said the disciplinary procedure against the prosecutor should be halted because it
represented "an attack on prosecutorial freedom".

"I was expecting the case to be dismissed. Situations of this type happen in 90 per cent of the cases in which I am
involved. Therefore, I consider the suit to be an attack on the prosecutorial freedom and independence," Karkin
said.

The first hearing in the disciplinary case against Janjic is scheduled for November 24.

Bosniak Commander Naser Oric 'Bragged About Murder'
Balkan Insight
By Erna Mackic
October 18, 2016

A witness told the high-profile trial of the Bosnian Army's former
Srebrenica commander Naser Oric that the ex-general told him that he "cut
the throat" of one of his alleged Serb victims.

Prosecution witness Ibran Mustafic testified at the state court in Sarajevo on Tuesday that Oric told him in
Srebrenica in 1993 that he was involved in the wartime killing of one of his alleged victims, Slobodan Ilic.

"He said that he killed Ilic," said Mustafic.

"He said that he saw him in a group of prisoners and that he hit him in the eye. Because Ilic did not make a sound
after the blow, Oric was frightened and killed him," he added.

Mustafic said that his brother, who was killed in July 1995, was also present during the conversation which took
place in May 1993.

Oric's defence tried to dispute the witness's testimony, quoting statements to the media in which Mustafic said
that he would only testify against Oric if "the indictment has 100 pages".

Mustafic confirmed that he said this and added that he only planned to testify against Oric if the indictment had
200 pages.

Oric and former Bosnian Army soldier Sabahudin Muhic are charged with killing three Serb captives, including
Ilic, in the villages of Zalazje, Lolici and Kunjarac in 1992.

According to the charges, Oric was the commander of Bosnian Army territorial defence units in Srebrenica and
Muhic a member of his forces.

Mustafic testified that he first heard about Ilic and four other Serbs being killed near Srebrenica while he was in
Tuzla in 1992.

He also said that he detailed this in a book he wrote, and told Oric's lawyer Lejla Covic to stop using the word
"allegedly" while posing questions, saying it "offended his intelligence".

At last Tuesday's hearing, doctors found that Mustafic was able to give evidence in court, after his original
testimony on June 28 was stopped as he was behaving inappropriately and interrupting the judge.

Over 100 people attended Tuesday's hearing in the high-profile trial.

The former Srebrenica commander's prosecution has drawn criticism from Bosniaks who see Oric as a hero for his
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defence of Srebrenica in 1992 and from Serbs who claim the charges are too lenient.

The trial will continue on November 1.

Bosnian Serb Ex-Soldier Arrested for Foca Crimes

Bosnian Serb Ex-Soldier Arrested for Foca Crimes
Balkan Insight
By Albina Sorguc
October 20, 2016

Police arrested former Bosnian Serb Army serviceman Zarko Vukovic on
suspicion that he committed crimes against humanity against Bosniak
civilians in Foca in 1992.

State Investigation and Protection Agency police officers arrested Vukovic on Wednesday evening on an order
from the state prosecution, which suspects him of involvement in crimes against humanity against Bosniak
civilians.

The prosecution told BIRN on Thursday that Vukovic, alias 'Zara', was questioned and then released.

The prosecution will ask the court to impose restraining measures on Vukovic.

In April 1992, according to several verdicts from the Hague Tribunal, Bosnian Serb forces occupied the town of
Foca and surrounding areas populated by Bosniaks.

The takeover was followed by a widespread campaign of destruction, murder and terror against non-Serbs.

Dozens of Bosniaks women and girls were separated from men, detained at various locations and raped.

Bosniak and other non-Serb men were unlawfully detained in prison facilities where they were tortured, beaten
and otherwise mistreated, the verdicts said.

Bosnia Finds Remains of Seven War Victims
Balkan Insight
By Ajla Gezo
October 25, 2016

The remains of seven victims of the 1992-95 war were discovered during
an exhumation at a cemetery in the Modrica municipality on the northern
Bosnian border with Croatia.

The Bosnian prosecution said on Tuesday that the exhumation in the cemetery in the village of Koprivna in the
Modrica municipality had yielded the remains of seven war victims, which will now be sent for identification.

"The mortal remains that were recovered were transported to the city cemetery in Banja Luka, where they will be
identified though DNA methods, after which we will discover the identities of the victims," said prosecution
spokesperson Boris Grubesic.

The Bosnian Missing Persons Institute told BIRN that this was the second time there had been an exhumation at
the cemetery in Koprivna.

"Last year we worked on this same location and exhumed the mortal remains of 17 persons. Until today, we have
only identified two of those, both women - Zineta Herenda from Sarajevo and Lena Koprivica from Banja Luka,"
said Missing Persons Institute spokesperson Lejla Cengic.

Cengic added that it was too early to speculate about the identities of the victims whose remains were uncovered
on Monday and Tuesday.

"In that area we are looking for 137 people who disappeared from a mental health facility and 64 people who were
brought from Visegrad to Modrica [during the war]," she explained.
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The fate and whereabouts of about a third of the 30,000 people reported missing in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a
consequence of the war remains unknown.

The UN urged the Bosnian authorities last week to improve legislation to prevent and punish enforced
disappearances and speed up the search for around 10,000 people still missing.

The UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances expressed concern about the slow pace of exhumations and
identifications and the insufficient budget allocated to the Bosnian prosecutor's office.

It also said problems were being caused by the lack of sufficient forensic experts and the reduced budget allocated
to Bosnia's Missing Persons Institute.

Multi-Ethnic Bosnian War Memorial Faces Removal
Balkan Insight
By Emina Dizdarevic
October 25, 2016

The newly-elected mayor of the Bosnian town of Vares wants to remove a
multi-ethnic monument to all victims of the 1992-95 war, saying that its
construction did not follow legal requirements.

A statue commemorating war victims without religious or ethnic symbols that was erected last month in front of
the Vares municipality building could be removed after the new mayor of the central Bosnian town questioned its
legality.

The monument, which was erected in front of the municipality building just before local elections in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, has a plaque which says: "Pay your respects in your own way."

The newly-elected mayor, Zdravko Marosevic, from the Croatian Democratic Community party, told BIRN that
although the idea for the memorial was a good one, the necessary legal procedures weren't fulfilled.

Marosevic alleged that former mayor Avdija Kovacevic, from the Bosniak-led Party for Democratic Action, decreed
that it should be erected without the consent of local war victims' associations or the municipal council.

"It is especially bad that it should be here in front of the municipality, where you cannot get a permit for a
memorial," Marosevic said.

"When I take office, I will do everything legally, I will ask the victims' associations, because they are the only ones
who can decide. The municipal council will give also its opinion and we will ask the urban planning department to
find a new location," he added.

Kovacevic, who lost his position as municipal chief in the elections earlier this month, told BIRN that the
memorial was erected to pay homage to all victims, regardless of their ethnicity.

He said it was aimed at "reintegrating the state".

"This is one way to bring down barriers and I think it's a good way for us to go into the future without the burden
of the past," he said.

"We must never forget - those who can forgive should forgive, but no one should forget, because when we forget,
we open the doors for new crimes," he added.

He claimed that new mayor is unhappy with the monument because it bears the coat of arms of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

"Everything that is for integration and is in favour of reconciliation and helps towards a better future, which
breaks down entity lines, is not favoured by parts of the political establishment," he said.

Representatives of Bosniak and Croat victims of the 1992-95 war told BIRN that they were not consulted about the
construction of the memorial. Zlatko Prkic from the Association of Former Croat Camp Detainees, said that the
memorial "does not look like a memorial" and that he had heard that not all the town's ethnic groups were happy
with it.
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"I think that when you honour the victims, first you have to respect legal regulations, to adopt decisions in council
sessions. As far as I know, no one in the municipality knew about this memorial before construction began, except
the president of the municipality," Prkic said.

The president of a former camp detainees' association called October 23, Muris Arapovic, told BIRN however that
even though he was not consulted, he could accept the memorial as he is "in favour of living together and
respecting all victims".

"I have nothing against the memorial, only I don't like the location… I personally do not like it, but tastes differ,"
said Arapovic.

The construction of war monuments in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a hotly-disputed political issue, as local
governments often refuse to allow memorials for victims of ethnic groups which constitute minorities in the area.

Bosnian Serbs criticised for awarding war criminals
Yahoo News
October 26, 2016

The Council of Europe on Tuesday criticised authorities of Bosnian Serb-run
entity Republika Srpska (RS) over a decision to honour three convicted war
criminals, including wartime political leader Radovan Karadzic.

"The decision... represents a serious blow to reconciliation efforts in Bosnia and Herzegovina and is an insult to
the numerous victims of those crimes who remain traumatised by the violent past," the Council of Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights Nils Muiznieks said in a statement.

"While thousands of victims in the region remain without access to justice and reparation, the focus of the
authorities in the whole region should be on ensuring that these victims? human rights are upheld and on
fostering harmonious inter-ethnic relations," Muiznieks said.

At a ceremony on Monday marking the 25th anniversary of the parliament of Republika Srpska, a number of
people were awarded appreciation certificates, including Karadzic, his successor as RS president Biljana Plavsic
and former parliamentary speaker Momcilo Krajisnik.

All three have been sentenced by the Hague-based International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
for their role during the 1992-1995 inter-ethnic war in Bosnia that claimed 100,000 lives and displaced more than
two million people.

Wartime political chief of Bosnian Serbs, Karadzic was sentenced in March to 40 years imprisonment for genocide
and crimes against humanity.

Biljana Plavsic, the only woman convicted by the ICTY, was sentenced to 11 years in jail in 2003 after she pleaded
guilty to crimes against humanity for a leading role in a campaign of persecution against Croats and Muslims
during Bosnia's war.

Momcilo Krajisnik, wartime speaker of RS parliament, was convicted of persecuting and forcibly expelling non-
Serbs and crimes against humanity. Having served two-thirds of his 20-year jail term, he returned to Bosnia in
2013 to a hero's welcome by fellow Bosnian Serbs.

The international envoy to Bosnia, Valentin Inzko, condemned the move to honour the trio, saying that by
"glorifying the war criminals" the Bosnian Serb authorities "have placed themselves outside of the realm of
European and civilised values."

The internationally-brokered Dayton agreement that ended the war in Bosnia divided the Balkans country along
ethnic lines into two semi-independent entities: Republika Srpska and the Muslim-Croat Federation.

Bosnian Serbs, led by independence-seeking hardline nationalists, have been defying international efforts to hold
accountable those responsible for war crimes committed during the war, accusing the ICTY and the international
community of being biased against Serbs.

[back to contents]

https://au.news.yahoo.com/world/a/33006039/bosnian-serbs-criticised-for-awarding-war-criminals/#page1


International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
(ICTY)

Official Website of the ICTY

[back to contents]

Domestic Prosecutions In The Former Yugoslavia

Croatia Indicts Yugoslav General for War Crimes Again
Balkan Insight
By Sven Milekic
October 18, 2016

Prosecutors accused retired Yugoslav People's Army general Borislav
Djukic of being responsible for deadly attacks on Croatian civilians and
property in the Sibenik area during the war.

The state attorney's office in the Croatian coastal city of Split on Monday filed an indictment accusing Borislav
Djukic of war crimes - the second set of charges laid against the Serbian former general.

Djukic, the wartime commander of the 221st Motorised Brigade of the 9th Knin Corps of the Yugoslav People's
Army, is accused alongside four other colonels and one lieutenant-colonel of ordering artillery and infantry attacks
on the area around the coastal town of Sibenik between August 1991 and August 1995.

The state attorney's office alleges that the men were aware that their soldiers were systematically beating, abusing,
raping, torturing and killing Croatian civilians, as well as destroying and setting on fire their private property and
religious buildings.

They are accused of not stopping or sanctioning the violence.

A total of 118 civilians were killed and five women were raped, while numerous civilians were expelled and their
property destroyed, the state attorney's office said.

During the investigation, which lasted several years, the state attorney's office questioned 450 witnesses, gathered
documentation from exhumations and court medical reports, as well as analysing documents from the Croatian
Memorial-Documentation Centre of the Homeland War and the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia in The Hague.

This is Djukic's second war crimes indictment in Croatia.

He was arrested in July 2015 in Montenegro and extradited to Croatia in March on an arrest warrant accusing him
of mining the Peruca dam near the Croatian town of Sinj on January 28, 1993.

His case reached the county court in Split in May and is still ongoing.

The court in Split will now decide whether to confirm the new indictment.

Djukic remains in detention while on trial for allegedly mining the dam.

First Witnesses Testify Against Serb Paramilitary 'Captain Dragan'
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Balkan Insight
By Sven Milekic
October 19, 2016

Former Croatian prisoners of war were the first witnesses at the war
crimes trial of the 1990s Serb paramilitary commander Dragan Vasiljkovic,
better known as 'Captain Dragan'.

The first witnesses took the stand on Tuesday at the county court in the coastal city of Split at the trial of Serb ex-
paramilitary Dragan Vasiljkovic for committing war crimes against imprisoned Croatian soldiers, policemen and
civilians.

Three Croatian ex-prisoners who were held in the southern town of Knin during wartime testified that Vasiljkovic
had a senior role among the Serb fighters but did not personally beat up detainees.

Former Croatian policeman Ivan Krizmanic, who was captured in June 1991 by the Yugoslav People's Army and
Croatian Serbs, said he was imprisoned in the Knin jail.

"While I and the other prisoners were transferred from Udbina to Knin, they stopped along the way so that [Serb]
policemen could still beat us. When we arrived after midnight in Knin, we were first interrogated, and then [Serb]
civilians were brought to beat us in the prison… The guards beat us all the time, and broke [my] ribs," Krizmanic
said.

"I first saw Captain Dragan at an interrogation in one restaurant. He didn't beat us. He asked if anyone beat us,
but since he asked it in the front of the guards, no one would answer," he added.

Zvonko Magdic, a fellow policeman also imprisoned in Knin, testified how a Serb unit who called themselves
'Knindze' and wore the uniforms of the Serbian Autonomous Region of Krajina – the predecessor to the
unrecognised Republic of Serbian Krajina statelet –beat them on daily basis.

"I saw Captain Dragan in Knin when they brought us. He told the guards to stop beating us," Magdic said.

Magdic also said that he found out from the guards that Vasiljkovic was their commander, although did not wear
an official uniform.

"To my knowledge, he didn't beat the prisoners," he said.

Another captured Croatian policeman in Knin, Nikica Plivelic, said a Serb who he was later told was Vasiljkovic
asked him if he was being beaten up.

"He asked me if anyone was beating me. He told me that no one should beat us up, while laughing… Guard Petar
Bajic told me that it was Captain Dragan and that he was their commander and that he trained special units that
intend to attack Zagreb," he said.

Plivelic also claimed to have seen Vasiljkovic training Serb units in the vicinity of the prison.

Vasiljkovic is charged with the torture, mistreatment and killings of imprisoned Croatian soldiers and policemen
in June and July 1991 at the fortress in Knin, and in February 1993 in Bruska.

He is also charged with participating in planning an attack on the town of Glina and the surrounding villages in
July 1991, when civilians were killed and property looted and destroyed.

He is accused of committing the crimes while he was the commander of a Serbian Special Operations Unit sent to
aid Serb paramilitaries in Croatia during their armed rebellion between 1991 and 1995. According to the
indictment filed in January, he was the commander of the training centre for a special paramilitary unit called
Alfa.

Vasiljkovic pleaded not guilty at the initial hearing in September.

He was deported to Croatia from Australia, where he had been living for years under the name Daniel Snedden
and working as a golf instructor.

The trial continues on Wednesday.



Serbian Interior Minister 'Knew Who Killed Journalist'
Balkan Insight
By Milivoje Pantovic
October 24, 2016

Former Security Information Agency director Milorad Bracanovic told the
court in Belgrade on Monday that former interior minister Dusan Mihajlovic
said that a member of the interior ministry's Special Operations Unit killed
opposition journalist Slavko Curuvija in 1999.

Bracanovic said that minister Mihajlovic told a meeting of the heads of the police and secret service
administrations in 2001 or 2002 that Special Operations Unit member Luka Pejovic murdered Curuvija.

"Mihajlovic claimed that he had findings about Curuvija's murder and that the killer was Luka Pejovic," said
Bracanovic.

Pejovic was shot dead by an unknown assailant in Belgrade in 2000.

Bracanovic added that while he was working for State Security (the predecessor to the Security Information
Agency) in 1999 and 2000, he did not know anything about the killing of Curuvija.

"I found out about his killing from the Ekspres Politika newspaper. I was in Kosovo at that time," he said.

Curuvija was killed in Belgrade in April 1999, allegedly because of his opposition to Slobodan Milosevic's regime.

According to the indictment, an 'unknown person' ordered the killing and Radomir Markovic, the former head of
Serbian state security, abetted the crime, while three former security service officers – Ratko Romic, Milan
Radonjic and Miroslav Kurak - took part in the organisation and execution of the murder.

Kurak was the direct perpetrator, while Romic was his accomplice, it is alleged.

Three of the suspects have pleaded not guilty, while Kurak is on the run and is being tried in absentia.

Markovic is currently serving a 40-year sentence for the murder of former Serbian President Ivan Stambolic and
other crimes, while Romic and Radonjic were acquitted last week of the attempted murder of the opposition
leader party Vuk Draskovic in 2000.

Curuvija was shot in the back 17 times in front of the building where he lived in Belgrade - a murder that his family
and former colleagues believe was motivated by his opposition stance.

The journalist was outspoken in criticising Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic, openly accusing him of war
crimes and running an oppressive regime.

Several former senior state security officials have testified at so far at the trial. Despite their differing testimonies,
most agreed that Curuvija was killed minutes after a surveillance team was ordered to stop following him.

They said that Curuvija was followed by State Security throughout 1999 as he was seen as an enemy of the
Milosevic government.

Kosovo 'Drenica Group' Fighters' Convictions Upheld
Balkan Insight
By Die Morina, Labinot Leposhtica
October 25, 2016

The appeals court upheld the verdict convicting ten former members of the
Kosovo Liberation Army, including Sylejman Selimi, of crimes against
civilians during the 1998-99 conflict.

The appeals court in Pristina on Monday upheld the verdict convicting the ten former KLA fighters of crimes
including murder and torture during the Kosovo war.

Sylejman Selimi, Pristina's former ambassador to Albania and ex-head of the Kosovo Security Force, was
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convicted of torturing a civilian prisoner at an improvised KLA detention centre in the village of Likovc/Likovac in
the Skenderaj/Srbica municipality in 1998 and early 1999.

His sentence was reduced to seven years in prison on appeal.

Three other former KLA 'Drenica Group' members, Jahir Demaku, Zeqir Demaku and Isni Thaci, were convicted
of the torture of civilians at the detention centre in Likovc/Likovac.

Thaci was jailed for six and a half years and the other two for six years each.

Ex-guerrillas Agim Demaj, Bashkim Demaj, Driton Demaj, Selman Demaj, Fadil Demaku, Nexhat Demaku were
also sentenced to three years in prison for beatings at the detention centre.

The jailed men are all former members of a KLA operational group based in the Drenica region in central Kosovo.

Defence lawyer Tome Gashi however said the verdict was politically motivated and that all the men "were
convicted without any evidence".

"The verdict is scandalous, it is a massacre of justice," Gashi wrote on Facebook.

He vowed to appeal to Kosovo's Supreme Court.

Fatmir Limaj, the head of the opposition Initiative for Kosovo (NISMA) party and a former KLA commander who
was acquitted of crimes against humanity in 2003 by UN-backed court in The Hague, also criticised the verdict.

"Very bad news for all Kosovo's freedom-lovers!" Limaj wrote on Facebook on Tuesday.

"Yesterday those who first raised their voices for the KLA were convicted, those who willingly offered their lives for
the freedom of Kosovo," he said.

The high-profile trial that was dogged by protests against the prosecutions of the former KLA fighters and a prison
escape by three of the defendants.

Both Selimi and Thaci were convicted of terrorism in 1997 by the Serbian authorities but never served their
sentences.

After the war, Selimi was appointed as commander of the Kosovo Guard, then commander of the Kosovo
Protection Corps.

He then became the commander of the Kosovo Security Force until 2011, when he was appointed ambassador to
Tirana.

'Croatian Spy' Could be Yugoslav General Trial Witness
Balkan Insight
By Sven Milekic
October 26, 2016

Former Croatian Serb rebel fighter Cedo Colovic, who was jailed by Serbia
for espionage, has been proposed as a witness in a new war crimes
prosecution of retired Yugoslav general Borislav Djukic.

The county court in the coastal city of Split has confirmed that Cedo Colovic, who was imprisoned by the Serbian
authorities for espionage, has been proposed as a witness for the prosecution in the indictment for 1990s war
crimes issued by the court against former Yugoslav People's Army, JNA general Borislav Djukic, Croatian
newspaper Jutarnji list reported on Wednesday.

"The county state attorney's office [in Split] proposed Cedo Colovic as a prosecution witness in the case of this
court against the former JNA general Borislav Djukic and seven other defendants for war crimes against civilians,"
Sonja Cule, a spokesperson for Split county court, told Jutarnji list.

According to the newspaper, as a former member of the armed forces of the Republic of Serbian Krajina, a self-
proclaimed wartime rebel Serb statelet in Croatia, Colovic is seen as an important 'insider' witness.
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Colovic, 57, who holds both Croatian and Serbian citizenship, was arrested in early September in Serbia.

The Serbian High Court accepted a plea agreement and sentenced him to three years in prison for espionage but
gave no further details about his alleged crime.

Retired general Borislav Djukic, the wartime commander of the 221st Motorised Brigade of the 9th Knin Corps of
the JNA and later a general in the rebel Croatian Serb military force, is accused of ordering artillery and infantry
attacks on the area around the coastal town of Sibenik between August 1991 and August 1995.

He is currently in detention after he was arrested in July 2015 in Montenegro and extradited to Croatia in March
on an arrest warrant accusing him of mining the Peruca dam near the Croatian town of Sinj on January 28, 1993.

Seven other former JNA officers – captains Ilija Prijic and Slobodan Vujko, lieutenant colonel Jovan Grubic,
colonels Milorad Radic, Dragan Harambasic, Petar Andric and Vladimir Davidovic – are accused alongside Djukic.

However they are not in Croatia and the court will have to decide if they are going to be tried in their absence.

The state attorney's office alleges that the men were aware that their soldiers were systematically beating, abusing,
raping, torturing and killing Croatian civilians, as well as destroying and setting on fire their private property and
religious buildings.

They are accused of not stopping or sanctioning the violence. A total of 118 civilians were killed and five women
were raped, while numerous civilians were expelled and their property destroyed, the state attorney's office said.
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Mosul offensive: Amnesty accuses Iraqi forces of war crimes
The Irish Times
By Michael Jansen
October 18, 2016

Amnesty International has accused Iraqi government forces of
compounding civilian sufferings inflicted by Islamic State by committing
war crimes and serious human rights violations in the battle to regain
territory and defeat the terror group.

In a 48-page report that uses an alternative name for Islamic State, Punished for Daesh's Crimes, Displaced Iraqis
Abused by Militias and Government Forces, the human rights advocacy group says "security forces and
paramilitary militias have consistently . . . subjected Sunni Arabs" fleeing Isis-held areas "to arbitrary detention,
torture, enforced disappearance and unlawful killing after capturing them or placing them in custody".

Amnesty's accusations, coinciding with the US-coalition-backed Mosul offensive against Isis, must be seen as a
warning to Baghdad and its allies about potentially massive human rights violations against Mosul's million
civilians during and after the campaign.

These accusations focus on three periods this year: May to June following the liberation of the city of Falluja; late
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June to September during the drive to recapture al-Sharqat town; and current clashes around the cities of Hawija
and Mosul.

Killings and abuses

Since killings and abuses have taken place in eight provinces with large Sunni concentrations, Amnesty concludes
that human rights violations are both widespread and carried out with impunity by both security forces and
Popular Mobilisation Units comprised of mainly Shia militias.

Isis atrocities, armed conflict and insecurity have led to the exodus of 4.2 million civilians from their homes, with
some 3.4 million still displaced, Amnesty says. But their plight, it points out, does not end when they flee their
homes, as civilians continue to risk snipers' bullets and bombs as well as arrest and disappearance.

"Hundreds of thousands continue to live in dire conditions with insufficient or no access to essential services or
medical care," the Amnesty report states.

Camp dwellers, including women and children, cannot leave without permits and sponsors and are effectively
imprisoned. A woman in the Kurdish region summed up the situation of thousands when she told Amnesty: "I am
here in the camp with my four children..We fled from Daesh hoping for a better life, but now I am left with no
husband, no home, and no money."

Displaced males aged 15-65 are "subjected to opaque and flawed security procedures" by the Iraqi and Kurdish
authorities, Amnesty also claims. "Thousands of men and boys . . . have been rounded up . . . on suspicion of links
with [Islamic State]."

Torture and ill-treatment

They are tortured, ill-treated, detained without judicial proceedings and coerced into signing "confessions" asserts
Amnesty. Some are executed. One man cited by Amnesty was beaten for seven weeks "with metal rods and cables"
before being transferred to Baghdad where he was freed without charge.

Government committees – often containing members of the security forces – established to investigate abuses are
ineffective and results are not made public, the report states.

Amnesty has submitted documents on its findings, based on interviews with victims of violations and families of
the dead and disappeared, to both Iraqi prime minister Haidar al-Abadi and the authorities in the autonomous
Kurdish region. It said Baghdad did not reply; the Iraqi Kurds rejected the findings.

Turkish military says it killed 18 Kurdish militants in Iraq and southeast
Reuters
By Orhan Coskun and Daren Butler
October 21, 2016

The Turkish military said on Friday it had killed 12 Kurdish militants in
southeast Turkey and another six in air strikes in northern Iraq, while also
targeting their allied fighters in northern Syria.

Twelve of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) guerrillas were "neutralized" on Thursday in the Cukurca district of
Hakkari province, near the Iraqi border, the army statement said.

In northern Iraq, the Turkish air strikes hit the Avashin Basyan region, killing six PKK fighters and destroying four
targets on Thursday, it added.

In another statement on its operation to drive Islamic State and the Kurdish YPG militia away from the border in
northern Syria, the army said it fired on 40 Islamic State and six YPG targets on Thursday, leaving them 'incapable
of maneuver'.

On Wednesday night, Turkish air strikes pounded YPG fighters and allied fighters in northern Syria and the army
said it killed between 160 and 200 combatants.

Syria's military called the strikes by Turkey there an act of "blatant aggression" and said it would bring down any
Turkish war planes entering Syrian air space.
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The United States has backed the YPG in its fight against Islamic State, infuriating Ankara, which sees the YPG as
an extension of the PKK, which has waged a three-decade insurgency in southeastern Turkey.

President Tayyip Erdogan warned on Wednesday that Turkey could act alone in rooting out its enemies abroad.

More than 40,000 people, most of them Kurds, have been killed in Turkey's conflict with the PKK, which Ankara,
the United States and European Union designate a terrorist organization.

ISIS attacks Kirkuk in attempt to delay Hawija operation, distract Mosul campaign
ARA News
By Wladimir van Wilgenburg
October 22, 2016

Islamic State (ISIS) militants on Friday launched an attack on security
buildings and a power station in the city of Kirkuk in northern Iraq. More
than 40 people died, including several civilians. Analysts believe that the
attack was an attempt to delay the imminent Hawija offensive.

Security cameras showed that ISIS jihadists infiltrated into Kirkuk one night before their attack. The jihadists
purportedly connected with a sleeper cell that was already inside the city.

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has imposed a curfew and blocked road access to Kirkuk. Local
sources say that coalition airstrikes hit ISIS positions in the city of Kirkuk, but this could not be confirmed.

"The city is under the control of the security forces. A few ISIS fighters are trapped in two buildings in Asrao
Mafqodeen and Domiz. Security forces including counter terrorism units are clearing those neighborhoods,"
Yousif Ismael, the former chief of staff for the governor of Kirkuk, told ARA News.

"ISIS is targeting Kirkuk to distract Mosul campaign and to delay Hawija operation. It's their last chance in the
area since they are constantly deteriorating," Ismael said. "They are trying to shift the focus to Kirkuk, but most
likely they will be defeated in Kirkuk city today."

Kirkuk's People are United

The former chief of staff commended the residents of Kirkuk for their staunch resistance and for rallying together
when faced with adversity. "Kirkuk's people are united more than ever, ready to face any threat by ISIS," he said.

Currently, ISIS only holds positions in Aruba District and a hotel in the city's downtown core. ARA News sources
reported seeing more than ten dead ISIS jihadist littering the road into Aruba neighbourhood. Armed civilians
hanged an ISIS fighter in the streets, after capturing him.

"We were expecting attacks on Kirkuk, as the battle for Mosul has begun and Hawija becomes the next target,"
Ranj Talabani, a Kurdish security analyst, said.

"Kirkuk has been kept relatively safe until today and it's clear that ISIS have spent a lot of time planning today's
operations. We have some ISIS-individuals in custody so once they are interviewed it will be clearer how they
entered the city in such large numbers," Talabani told ARA News.

The Would-Be Caliphate

Talabani believes that ISIS has been deeply degraded, arguing that Friday's attack demonstrated the weakness of
their would-be 'Caliphate.' "They want to show they are still a force to be reckoned with in Iraq but we believe
these are the last big moments of the so-called Islamic State," he said.

According to Michael Knights, a researcher at the Washington Institute, ISIS has been planning a distraction or
revenge attack in Kirkuk city for months. "This does not come as a complete surprise to Kirkuk's [Peshmerga],"
Knights told ARA News. "ISIS militants are trying to give the sense that they can go on the offensive in Iraq."

"This is an alarming attack but it could have been much worse if not for the efforts over the last six months of the
security forces," Knights stated. "It does not represent ISIS counterattacking: this is just a vindictive revenge
attack because ISIS is collapsing in Mosul, Sharqat and soon Hawijah."
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"ISIS attack in Kirkuk shouldn't be surprising," said Ranj Alaaldin, a Visiting Fellow at Brookings Doha. "ISIS
almost always attempts to shift attention elsewhere. The scale of their attacks shouldn't be exaggerated."

None of the analysts ARA News spoke to seemed overly surprised by the attack, nor did they interpret it as a
demonstration of strength. Alaaldin told ARA News: "These attacks show that ISIS can still present problems and
challenge the security environment, but that doesn't mean the organisation is getting stronger, only that it's still
around. It's the group's way of making its presence felt at a time when it's on the decline."

Sulphur cloud from torched plant kills two Iraqis
RT News
October 22, 2016

The UN fears up to a million people could be forced from their homes by the
fighting in Mosul [Reuters]

At least two Iraqi civilians have died and nearly a 1,000 are being treated for breathing problems from toxic fumes
released from a burning sulphur plant near Mosul, as fighting around the key city continued for a sixth day.

ISIL fighters are accused of setting the sulphur plant ablaze on Thursday during fighting around al-Mishraq,
which is south of Mosul, accoring to US officials and local residents.

Hundreds of people were admitted to the nearby Qayyara central hospital with respiratory problems since Friday,
hospital director Abdul Salam Jabbouri told Reuters news agency. No deaths had been reported at the hospital.

The blaze released toxic fumes seen and felt by residents in the area and, early on Saturday, by military forces and
reporters around Qayyara.

"We have had every type of person come in with breathing problems and burning eyes - children, adults,
policemen, soldiers," said Jabbouri. "Daesh [ISIL] set the sulphur on fire so nobody can come near them."

An estimated 30,000 fighters, including the Iraqi army, Kurdish Peshmerga, Sunni tribal fighters and the Popular
Mobilisation Forces - Shia militias that now have official status from Baghdad - are taking part in the Mosul
campaign, which is backed by US-led coalition air strikes.

Iraqi commanders have told Al Jazeera an estimated 6,000 ISIL fighters are inside Iraq's second-largest city.

A cloud of white smoke blanketed the region to the north, where the sulphur factory is located, mingling with
black fumes from oil wells that were torched as well.

US officials said coalition forces at the nearby Qayyara airfield - the main hub to support Iraqi-led operations to
retake Mosul - are wearing protective masks.

"The winds have actually shifted south, so as a precautionary measure the troops at Qayyara West have donned
their personal protective equipment - continuing their operations at this point in time," an official said on
Saturday.

Iraqi state TV said the fire was put out Saturday.

Al Jazeera's Imran Khan, reporting from Erbil, said there was confusion over who was responsible for the blaze at
the plant.

"Nobody really knows what is going on, whether it was a coalition air strike, Iraqi armour, or ISIL suicide
bombing," he said.

"Because of the constant change in wind directron, the entire area is becoming very dangerous. A lot of soldiers
are wearing gas masks and the government is warning residents. While the fire is under control, there is smoke in
the air and that is likely to cause health problems."

Operation Inherent Resolve - the official name of the US-led anti-ISIL coalition - said it had provided more than
24,000 protective chemical masks to Iraqi security forces and the allied Kurdish Peshmerga fighters during
training for the Mosul offensive.

"Daesh [Arabic acronym for ISIL] blew up the sulphur plant two days ago and that has led to the deaths of two
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people among the civilians in nearby villages," Iraqi General Qusay Hamid Kadhem told AFP news agency.

Kadhem admitted the toxic fumes were having an impact on operations: "Of course, this is affecting our planned
progress."

In an examination room at Qayyara hospital, a baby, suffering from inhalation of sulphur fumes, screamed and
coughed on Saturday as his father held an oxygen mask over his face, according to Reuters.

Most patients have been given oxygen and told to stay away from areas with high sulphur concentration,
according to medical aide Saddam Ahmad, who was wearing a surgical mask to protect him from the fumes.

"We've had so many patients since yesterday that we're almost out of oxygen," Ahmad said.

Ali Ahmad Khalaf, 38, who lives in a nearby village, said he had moved his family to Qayyara to escape the fumes.

"The sulphur is very dangerous," said Khalaf, wearing a surgical mask and a traditional dishdasha robe. "Daesh
just wants to kill us."

Standing nearby, Bassam Qazi overheard Khalaf and said: "I saw an old man who had choked and died from the
smoke."

Hours after the capture of the key town of Bartella, some 15km east of Mosul's outskirts, the Iraqi army launched
on Saturday a new offensive to retake the southeast district of Hamdaniya, according to Al Jazeera's Zeina Khodr,
who is reporting from Gweir, near the frontline.

Fighting was ongoing late in the day.

Russia: U.S. Airstrike in Mosul Campaign Constitutes 'War Crime'
Haaretz
By The AP
October 22, 2016

The Russian Defense Ministry says an airstrike in Iraq by the U.S.-led
coalition has left dozens of civilians dead.

The ministry's spokesman, Maj. Gen. Igor Konashenkov, said Friday's strike on a funeral procession in the town of
Daquq has "all the signs of a war crime."

Konashenkov said two jets of the U.S.-led coalition were involved in the raid, apparently mistaking the procession
for militants of the Islamic State group. ISIS on Friday launched an attack on the city of Kirkuk, about 30 km
north of Daquq.

Daquq Mayor Amir Khodakram says an airstrike hit a funeral procession in the city center on Friday, killing 17
people, mainly women and children, and wounding another 50. He says it was not clear who carried out the
airstrike and that an investigation is underway.

Russia has welcomed the U.S.-backed Iraqi forces' push to dislodge ISIS from Mosul, Iraq's second-largest city. At
the same time, Russia and the U.S. are sharply divided on Syria, where Russian warplanes have backed Syrian
President Bashar Assad's forces.

The U.S. military in Baghdad could not immediately be reached for comment.

Mosul Fight Unleashes New Horrors on Civilians
New York Times
By Tim Arango
October 25, 2016

ERBIL, Iraq — As security forces bear down on Mosul, the Islamic State has
moved hundreds of civilians from villages around the city to use as human
shields, and the United Nations said the militants may have killed nearly
200 people. To the east, near the Kurdish-controlled city of Kirkuk, Sunni
Arabs who fled there to escape violence are being forcibly displaced as

http://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/1.748730
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/26/world/middleeast/fighting-for-mosul-unleashes-a-fresh-set-of-horrors-on-civilians.html?_r=2&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report


local officials worry about terrorist sleeper cells.

The toll of an intensifying war does not end there: A sulfur plant set on fire by the Islamic State has sent dozens of
people for treatment for respiratory problems, and several journalists have been hurt, and two killed, covering the
fighting. And a wayward attack — either an artillery shell or an airstrike —– hit a Shiite mosque in northern Iraq,
killing more than a dozen women and children.

Just 10 days into the long-awaited offensive to retake Mosul from the Islamic State, the campaign has unleashed a
fresh set of horrors across a wide stretch of the country. Although the government's military operation itself is
largely meeting its goals in progressing toward the city, the turmoil surrounding it is a sign of just how difficult it
would be to secure a lasting peace across Iraq's many divisions even after a victory.

The human toll and factional distrust are early examples of the complex humanitarian crisis that many believed
would unfold once the fight to oust the Islamic State, also known as ISIS or ISIL, from its last major Iraqi
stronghold began in earnest.

United Nations officials said Tuesday that Islamic State fighters had killed close to 200 people, including civilians
and children, in and around Mosul in the past week. Among them were said to have been 50 former Iraqi
policemen held in a building outside Mosul on Sunday, Rupert Colville, the spokesman for the United Nations
human rights high commissioner, told journalists in Geneva.

The statements coming from Geneva track broadly with what local Iraqi officials and residents told The New York
Times in recent days as the military operation around Mosul intensified.

Mr. Colville said that in one case, several women and children, including a 4-year-old, who were being held as
human shields by Islamic State fighters were suddenly gunned down by the militants, possibly because they were
lagging behind the group.

He also said that last week the Islamic State was reported to have executed 15 civilians in the village of Safina,
about 28 miles south of Mosul, supposedly to terrify other residents.

"ISIS has lost hundreds of its members from airstrikes when they withdraw, so now they are forcibly displacing
the residents of villages they are leaving and using them as human shields," said Abdul Satar, a military expert and
former Iraqi Army general.

Aid workers are bracing for the possibility that hundreds of thousands of civilians could flee Mosul once the
fighting moves into the city, and are working to stockpile supplies and set up camps in the desert. So far, about
9,000 people have fled the fighting as Kurdish and Iraqi government forces have moved to secure villages around
the city, according to the United Nations. The figure would be far higher had the Islamic State not begun forcing
residents of those villages to relocate toward Mosul.

But as the United Nations has worked to protect civilians, it has at times been undermined by the Iraqi security
forces. Recently, a unit of the federal police, whose leadership is closely aligned with a major Iran-backed Shiite
militia that has been accused of abuses against Sunnis, raided a camp for the displaced, threatening residents and
making off with tents, latrines, water tanks and other supplies, according to United Nations officials.

On the military front, the Islamic State has managed to launch two attacks on cities far from Mosul, diverting the
attention of Iraqi security forces and the warplanes of the American-led coalition.

In recent days, the Islamic State has attacked Rutba, a desert town in Anbar Province not far from the Jordanian
border, seizing some neighborhoods. That came quickly after last week's brazen assault on Kirkuk, a Kurdish-
dominated city south of Mosul that also has a large Arab population. Dozens of fighters moved on the city in the
early-morning darkness, setting off gun battles that lasted for more than a day.

Kurdish officials in Kirkuk responded by forcing out hundreds of Arab families who had sought safety there,
according to United Nations officials and local residents, as they feared that terrorists had sneaked into the city
posing as displaced civilians.

The move is likely to raise tensions in the divided city, and has echoes of Saddam Hussein's efforts to forcibly
change the demographic balance of oil-rich Kirkuk by moving out Kurds and replacing them with Arabs.

Arab residents of Kirkuk who were interviewed on Tuesday reported that armed Kurdish security agents had



removed families from homes and forced them to move to camps. They said several homes were also destroyed, in
what appeared to be a methodical attempt to force out as many Arabs as possible.

Sheikh Ismail al-Hadidi, an Arab leader in Kirkuk, said that the local authorities were exacting collective
punishment on Arabs for the crimes of the Islamic State, even though many helped security forces put down the
attack last week.

"We call on the local government and local security agencies to deal with the consequences of the attack and not
resort to collective punishment by deporting Arabs and destroying their houses," he said.

On the day of the assault on Kirkuk, as aircraft from the American-led coalition were diverted to help fend off the
attack, a strike hit a Shiite mosque in nearby Daquq, killing at least 13 women and children at a funeral, according
to Daquq's mayor, Amir Khokram, and Human Rights Watch.

Local officials blamed the American-led coalition, but United States military officials have said the episode was
not the result of a coalition airstrike. Some have suggested that an artillery shell hit the mosque, but Human
Rights Watch said the evidence it had seen "is consistent with an airstrike." The Iraqi forces are also conducting
airstrikes, and Human Rights called for a thorough investigation.

Two Iraqi journalists covering the fighting have been killed by Islamic State snipers, and several others have been
injured, including a New York Times photographer who was wounded by shrapnel from a car bomb last week.

Citing safety concerns, the Iraqi government said recently that it would begin restricting journalists' access to the
front lines. But on a visit near the front line east of Mosul this week, near the recently liberated city of Bartella, it
was possible to get past checkpoints and move closer to the fighting.
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Syria

Assault on Aleppo Will Halt for 8 Hours, Russia Says 
NY Times
By Ivan Nechepurenko
October 17, 2016

Russian and Syrian forces will halt their offensive in the eastern districts of
the Syrian city of Aleppo for eight hours on Thursday to allow civilians and
rebels to leave the embattled city, the Russian Defense Ministry announced
on Monday.

Speaking at a briefing in Moscow, Lt. Gen. Sergei F. Rudskoi, a senior Russian military official, said that Russian
and Syrian forces would halt fighting from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 20. Such "humanitarian pauses" will be
regular, he said, and will give temporary relief to the divided city.

Russian and Syrian forces have been bombarding rebel-controlled areas of Aleppo since an internationally
brokered cease-fire collapsed last month. Roughly 275,000 people have been subjected to indiscriminate aerial
bombing that has killed hundreds.

Russia stopped short of initiating a full-fledged cease-fire, a step that Western governments have been demanding.

"In the current circumstances a unilateral cease-fire would be meaningless," General Rudskoi told a group of
foreign and Russian journalists. "Jabhat al-Nusra and groups allied to it would once again be given time to
recover, regroup and restore its military capability," he said, using the Arabic name for the Nusra Front.

Moscow has been accusing the West of providing jihadist fighters with weapons and other support. General
Rudskoi said Russia was working with the United Nations and countries that have influence on the Nusra Front,
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an affiliate of Al Qaeda that is also known as the Levant Conquest Front, to persuade its militants to leave the city,
but that will take time.

He said that Russia was also ready to pause attacks so that humanitarian organizations can evacuate the sick and
wounded.

The British ambassador to the United Nations, Matthew Rycroft, on his way to a closed-door United Nations
Security Council meeting on Syria on Monday afternoon, said the Russian proposal for a halt in hostilities was one
of several proposals to stop the bloodshed.

"What matters is that they stop the bombing of Aleppo and if they're prepared to do that, anything is possible and
until they are, then nothing is possible," Mr. Rycroft said.

"There are all sorts of steps that can be taken to increase the pressure on them and that's what we've been
discussing with our partners in London yesterday, and what we will be talking again and again here this week," he
said, referring to prospective action in the Security Council as well as possible heightened sanctions on Russia.

A United Nations spokesman said on Monday that a pause in fighting in Aleppo would be welcomed, but agencies
would require more than eight hours to get aid into the city.

"We will use whatever pause we have to do whatever we can," the spokesman, Stephane Dujarric, said. "Obviously
there is a need for a longer pause in order to get trucks in."

The United Nations has long called for a minimum cease-fire of 48 hours to organize the delivery of humanitarian
aid.

Late on Monday afternoon, Russia's envoy to the United Nations, Vitaly I. Churkin, said Russia's offer was
"unilateral" and that a longer cessation of hostilities — even one for 48 hours — was only possible when Russia's
principal demand is met: the separation of the Nusra fighters from the other rebel groups.

Pavel E. Fengelhauer, an independent military analyst, said it was possible that Russia wanted to trick the jihadist
fighters and lead them into a minefield, a tactic used by its military during a brutal war in the country's restive
republic of Chechnya in 2000 and more recently during the conflict in eastern Ukraine.

"Russia wants Sunni civilians and all rebels to leave the city," said Mr. Fengelhauer. "This tactic is called military
deception."

Russia first opened escape routes for rebels and civilians out of Aleppo in July, but rights groups said that Syrian
government forces had prevented them from leaving. Russia said that rebels shoot at civilians who try to leave.

'Aleppo will not be there' in two months if diplomatic stalemate continues, warns UN envoy 
UN News Centre
By [AUTHOR]
October 17, 2016

Between now and December, "if we cannot find a solution, Aleppo will not
be there anymore," warned United Nations Special Envoy for Syria Staffan
de Mistura, speaking to reporters after a meeting today with Foreign
Ministers of the European Union in Luxembourg.

According to Mr. de Mistura, there had been some progress at his meeting Saturday in Lausanne, Switzerland,
with other top diplomats. However, he emphasized a need to build on that progress in order to avoid war-ravaged
Aleppo becoming like Darayya or Moadamiyah, two of the country's besieged cities.

"Aleppo," he said today, "has a special symbol," and he hoped that in addition to the discussions in London, the
one today in Europe would be a show of unity. Some 275,000 people are in eastern Aleppo, and the western part
of the city has also suffered great losses.

On the matter of talks, which he has been facilitating in Geneva, the Special Envoy expressed doubts about being
able to have "regular normal discussions" while the city of Aleppo is under bombardment, 100,000 children are
stranded, and no humanitarian aid has been able to get through for more than a month.
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Mr. de Mistura maintained that while he remains determined, he is "worried about the fact that if we miss some
type of opportunity to make a change, history will judge us."

The battle for Mosul has come under global media attention in the past 24 hours – something that the Special
Envoy is concerned could confuse the priority of Aleppo: "If the world is watching Mosul, Aleppo should not be
forgotten."

The UN estimates that five years on, the Syrian conflict has driven more than 4.8 million refugees to neighbouring
countries, hundreds of thousands in Europe, and displaced 6.6 million people inside the Syria against a pre-war
population of over 20 million. Well over 250,000 people are believed to have died and much of the country's
infrastructure has now been ruined.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in spite of a slight reduction in
attacks that lasted for two days last week, by the end of the week an up tic in hostilities, including airstrikes on
eastern Aleppo, led to many casualties and damage to civilian property

UN rights boss: Aleppo siege and airstrikes are war crimes 
Middle East Monitor
By John Davison
October 21, 2016

The United Nations' top human rights official said today that the siege and
bombing of eastern Aleppo in Syria constituted "crimes of historic
proportions" that have caused heavy civilian casualties amounting to war
crimes.

The UN Human Rights Council later voted to launch an independent inquiry into events in Aleppo to identify and
hold accountable anyone responsible for alleged violations.

Zeid Ra'ad Al-Hussein did not specifically name Russia, whose war planes have carried out weeks of airstrikes on
the opposition-held part of Aleppo along with the Syrian air force, but his reference was clear.

"Armed opposition groups continue to fire mortars and other projectiles into civilian neighbourhoods of western
Aleppo, but indiscriminate airstrikes across the eastern part of the city by government forces and their allies are
responsible for the overwhelming majority of civilian casualties," Al-Hussein said in a speech to a special session
of the UN Human Rights Council.

Such violations constituted war crimes and if there was intent to commit them as part of a widespread or
systematic attack against civilians, they would amount to crimes against humanity, he said.

He called for major powers to put aside their differences and refer the situation to the International Criminal
Court.

"The violations and abuses suffered by people across the country, including the siege and bombardment of eastern
Aleppo, are simply not tragedies; they also constitute crimes of historic proportions," he told the Geneva session
by video link.

Russia has denied any deliberate targeting of civilians and says it is combating terrorists. It had proposed
amendments to Britain's resolution but they were voted down.

U.N.: Syria school attack a potential war crime 
CBS News
By Amar Abdullah 
October 27, 2016

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on Thursday for an immediate
investigation of an attack on a school in Syria's Idlib province that the
U.N.'s children's agency is calling one of the deadliest of its kind in the
country's six-year war.

UNICEF raised its toll for Wednesday's attack to 28 dead, among them 22 children and six teachers.
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Ban said in a statement that the attack, carried out against rebel-held territory, may amount to a war crime if
found to be deliberate.

"If such horrific acts persist despite global outrage, it is largely because their authors, whether in corridors of
power or in insurgent redoubts, do not fear justice. They must be proved wrong," he said.

Witnesses said overhead jets targeted the school in the town of Hass as many as 10 times, around midday
Wednesday. Opposition activists blamed the strikes on Russian and government planes.

In Washington, the White House said either the Russian or Syrian government was behind the airstrike, according
to the Reuters news agency.

"We don't know yet that it was the Assad regime or the Russians that carried out the airstrike, but we know it was
one of the two," press secretary Josh Earnest said, referring to Syrian President Bashar Assad. "Even if it was the
Assad regime that carried it out, the Assad regime is only in a position to carry out those kind of attacks because
they are supported by the Russian government."

Idlib is the main Syrian opposition stronghold, though radical militant groups also have a large presence there. It
has regularly been hit by Syrian and Russian warplanes as well as the U.S.-led coalition targeting militants with
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS.

The Russian military denied responsibility, calling the accusations a "sham."

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. Igor Konashenkov said a Russian drone flew over the school
building on Thursday and found its roof intact and no bomb craters around it.

Russian warplanes didn't fly over the area the previous day, Konashenkov said.

A team of first responders, the Syrian Civil Defense, said on Thursday that the airstrikes killed at least 35 people,
mostly children.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said 15 students were killed, as well as four teachers and
three other women. It was not immediately possible to reconcile the separate figures, but divergent death tolls are
not uncommon in a conflict-torn Syria that has been largely inaccessible to international media for over two years.

UNICEF and the Syrian Civil Defense said the death toll is likely to rise as rescue efforts continue.

Juliette Touma, regional UNICEF chief of communication, said Wednesday's attack was the deadliest attack on a
school in 2016, bringing the overall death toll of children killed in such attacks in 2016 to 54.

According to Touma, 591 children were killed in 2015 in Syria.

Prior to Wednesday's attack, the deadliest assault on a school was reported in April 2014 when 30 children were
killed in airstrikes that hit a school in the rebel-held part of Aleppo city, according to UNICEF.

UNICEF said it has verified at least 38 attacks on schools this year across Syria, whether in government-held areas
or rebel-controlled territory, compared to 60 attacks last year.

"In general there are one in three schools in Syria that can't be used anymore because they were damaged or
destroyed or used for military purposes or sheltering the displaced," Touma told The Associated Press, speaking
from Amman, Jordan.

On Thursday, Syria's state TV said two students were killed and 13 others were wounded by projectiles fired by
rebel fighters at a school in the government-held western part of Aleppo.

Elsewhere, at least eight people were killed in government shelling of Douma, a rebel-held suburb east of the
capital Damascus, according to the Syrian Civil Defense team and the Observatory. The first responders said that
there was a child among the eight who died.

UNICEF says over 1.7 million Syrian children remain out of school in 2016, a staggering figure but a drop from
2014 when 2.1 million were recorded as not attending classes. The U.N. agency says another 1.3 million are at risk
of dropping out this year. In the rebel-held part of Aleppo, teachers and volunteers have set up underground
schools to ensure some classes continue amid a punishing bombing campaign and a siege that has tightened since



July.

Russian President Vladimir Putin meanwhile defended his support for the Syrian army's siege of the rebel-held
eastern districts of the city of Aleppo, saying it is necessary to crush the militants there.

Putin spoke on Thursday to international foreign policy experts in Sochi. He said the choice was between "keeping
a terrorist nest there or crushing that nest while minimizing civilian casualties."

Russia's air campaign in support of the Syrian troops' offensive on Aleppo has drawn international outrage.
Moscow has denied striking civilians and has blamed Washington for failing to persuade the U.S.-backed rebels in
the city to cut their ties with fighters from al Qaeda's branch.

Putin shrugged off calls to end the onslaught on Aleppo, saying the U.S.-backed offensive for ISIS-held Mosul in
Iraq would have to be halted, under the same logic.

Airstrikes by Russian and Syrian government planes on Aleppo have been halted for nine days now in expectations
of evacuations, but efforts have failed because Syrian rebels say there have been no safety guarantees for the
evacuees. The rebels also say Russia and the government are not allowing aid into the besieged, eastern rebel-held
districts of Aleppo that are home to some 275,000 people.

A government ground offensive attempting to push into the rebel-held part of the city and airstrikes in rural
Aleppo have continued.

In Geneva, U.N. official Jan Egeland said efforts would be renewed to secure the evacuation of nearly 200
wounded from eastern Aleppo districts and allow medical and food supplies into the besieged part of the city.

He said the Syrian government had denied humanitarian access to eastern Aleppo as part of a monthly U.N. plan
to access 25 besieged and remote areas in Syria.

"We need to overturn that decision because east Aleppo needs humanitarian supplies, they need it urgently,"
Egeland said. "If not ... it will be the worst winter in now the six winters we have had in the conflict."

An Iranian news website said a senior commander from Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard was killed in
Syria.

Thursday's report on Mizanonline.ir says Gen. Gholamreza Samei, whose service dates back to the Iran-Iraq war
of the 1980s, was killed in Syria on Wednesday. Samei was also formerly posted to a remote area in east of Iran.

The report says he was in an advisory assignment in Syria. It did not elaborate.

Iran is a main ally of Assad.
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Yemen

U.S. Likely Aiding War Crimes In Yemen, Congressman Says
The Huffington Post
By Emily Tate
October 13, 2016

U.S. partners are almost certainly committing war crimes in the ongoing
conflict in Yemen, a U.S. congressman argued in a letter to Secretary of
State John Kerry.

"The frequency and scale of the civilian killings by the Saudi military coalition make it difficult to come to any
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conclusion other than that war crimes have been and are continuing to be committed in Yemen," Rep. Ted Lieu
(D-Calif.) wrote on Tuesday. He argued that any U.S. role in the violence, even an indirect one, makes the country
liable for the more than 10,000 people killed there in the last 18 months.

"The U.S. needs to cease immediately the aiding and abetting of the coalition," Lieu wrote.

In March 2015, President Barack Obama ordered the U.S. military to begin supporting the Saudi-led coalition,
which seeks to restore the Saudi-friendly Yemeni government after a rebellion by Iran-backed militants known for
their own brutal tactics. The U.S. has since been providing jet fuel, intelligence and fresh arms supplies to the
coalition.

Lieu and several other lawmakers have spent months condemning the U.S. role in the conflict, but little has
changed. On Saturday, the Saudi-led campaign launched one of its deadliest attacks on Yemen yet with a series of
airstrikes that killed at least 140 civilians and wounded hundreds more.

Lieu decided to write again after a Reuters investigation showed that State Department lawyers knew the U.S.
could be responsible for war crimes in Yemen. U.S. officials could be prosecuted for their role in the campaign
under international and U.S. law, Lieu suggested.

"Every U.S. assisted bomb that kills children, doctors, patients, newlyweds and funeral mourners has the potential
to amplify hatred toward the U.S," he added, describing such hatred as helpful for extremist recruiting.

He implored the U.S. to halt all assistance to the Saudi coalition immediately until an investigation of the alleged
crimes is complete. If Obama were to do that, he could effectively end the mass slaughter within hours.

Lieu and other Democrats have notably refrained from directly blaming Obama for the violence, saving their
harshest wards [sic] for a politically easier target: the Saudis.

"Either the Saudi coalition is intentionally targeting civilians or they are not distinguishing between civilians and
military targets," Lieu wrote. "Both would be war crimes."

The Obama administration is currently conducting a review of its support for the Saudi-led coalition, prompted by
Saturday's attack.

But that investigation does not mean the U.S. will immediately stop aiding the Saudis and their partners,
including the United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Morocco and others. And the Obama administration's decision to
directly hit the Houthi rebels for the first time on Thursday — in response to multiple attempted attacks on U.S.
ships — suggests that the U.S. is only becoming more deeply embroiled in Yemen's war.

The U.S. will respond again if the Iran-backed rebels try another assault, White House spokesman Eric Schultz
told reporters Thursday afternoon.

Report: US-made bomb used in 'apparent war crime' in Yemen
The Hill
By Rebecca Kheel
October 13, 2016

A Saudi Arabia-led airstrike that hit a funeral in Yemen and killed more
than 140 people is an apparent war crime, a leading human rights group
said in a scathing report Thursday.

Furthermore, Human Rights Watch identified remnants of the munitions used in the attack as a U.S.-made laser-
guided bomb.

"The U.S., U.K. and other coalition allies should send an unequivocal message to Saudi Arabia that they want no
part in these crimes," Sarah Leah Whitson, the group's Middle East director, said in the report. "Yemeni civilians
should not be asked to tolerate such madness a moment longer."

A Saudi-led coalition has been fighting Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen since March 2015. The United States
supports the effort with limited intelligence, logistics, such as air refueling, and billions of dollars of arms sales.

But the United States has come under increasing pressure to withdraw its support as the civilian death toll
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mounts.

After Saturday's funeral bombing, the White House said it is reviewing its support for the coalition. Saudi officials
have also pledged to investigate the bombing.

But U.S. involvement has grown even more complicated in recent days after missiles were twice fired from
Houthi-controlled territory at a U.S. destroyer in the Red Sea. The U.S. Navy retaliated early Thursday morning by
bombing Houthi radar sites, the first time the U.S. military has itself targeted the rebels.

For its Thursday report, Human Rights Watch interviewed 14 witnesses and two first responders and reviewed
photos and video of the strike site and weapons remnants.

Though there were military personnel at the funeral, Human Rights Watch said, there were also clearly several
hundred civilians, making the attack unlawfully disproportionate.

"After unlawfully attacking schools, markets, hospitals, weddings and homes over the last 19 months, the Saudi-
led coalition has now added a funeral to its ever-increasing list of abuses," Whitson said. "An independent
international investigation of this atrocity is needed as the coalition has shown its unwillingness to uphold its legal
obligations to credibly investigate."

Based on photos and footage from a local human rights organization, British journalists and a local activist, the
group identified the bomb used in the attack as a U.S.-made air-dropped GBU-12 Paveway II 500-pound laser-
guided bomb. An intact guidance fin had legible manufacturer's markings, the report said.

Human Rights Watch said the National Security Council statement after the attack announcing a review of U.S.
support for the campaign was a good first step. But it also encouraged Congress to hold hearings on the issue.

The review also "does not absolve the U.S. of potential liability for any coalition military operations in which US
forces participated that resulted in war crimes," the report added.

The report also included horrific descriptions of the scene from witnesses. For example, an unidentified
businessman told Human Rights Watch he went to the funeral hall to help with rescue efforts after friends at the
funeral called him for help.

"When I got there, there were more than 50 burned bodies," he said. "Many where you can still tell the features,
but half of their body was gone, half of their head was gone, but the others, it was very, very hard to tell who they
were."

Arab Coalition Investigation into Airstrike on a Funeral Hall in Yemen
U.S. Department of State
By Mark C. Toner
October 16, 2016

The United States welcomes the initial results of the Arab Coalition
Investigation into the October 8 airstrike that struck a funeral hall in
Sana'a, Yemen and considers it an important first step toward better
understanding the events of that day.

Throughout this conflict we have expressed our deepest concern about the ongoing actions by all parties involved.
This conflict has killed and injured civilians, damaged civilian infrastructure, and inflicted a heavy humanitarian
toll paid by the Yemeni people. We urge all sides to recommit to an immediate and unconditional cessation of
hostilities that can lead to renewed negotiations and a political settlement that ends the conflict.

Yemen to Start 72-Hour Cease-Fire
The Wall Street Journal
By Asa Fitch
October 18, 2016

A temporary cease-fire will take effect in Yemen Wednesday night, the
United Nations' envoy for the country said, the latest bid to end more than
18 months of war there.
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The cease-fire is set to start just before midnight and last 72 hours, the envoy, Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, said in
a statement Monday. It was subject to renewal, he said.

Yemen's conflict, which the United Nations estimates has killed more than 10,000 people, pits the internationally
recognized government of President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi against the country's Shiite Muslim Houthi
rebels.

The Houthis took over the capital, San'a, in 2014 and remain in control there. Saudi Arabia, the region's main
Sunni Muslim power, assembled a military coalition in March last year to support Mr. Hadi and defeat the
Houthis.

Saudi Arabia and its allies see the Houthis as proxies of regional rival Iran, which has voiced political support for
the rebels. The U.S. and other Western navies have seized Iranian weapons shipments allegedly bound for the
Houthis. Iran has denied any such shipments.

The new cease-fire follows growing international pressure for a return to diplomacy in the wake of an Oct. 8
coalition strike that killed 142 people at a funeral hall in San'a. The attack was widely condemned for its high
civilian toll, and an investigatory body affiliated with the coalition determined that it wrongly targeted the funeral,
calling for victims' families to be compensated.

Further raising the stakes in the conflict, the U.S. said barrages of apparent Houthi missiles were fired at least
twice at an American destroyer patrolling in international waters off Yemen's western coast in recent days. While
none of the missiles hit the destroyer, the U.S. responded Thursday by striking and destroying three radar sites
along Yemen's coast.

A third possible Houthi rocket attack Saturday on the destroyer USS Mason is still under investigation.

Mr. Ahmed said he had received assurances from all parties to the conflict of their commitment to the truce, which
would allow for more humanitarian aid deliveries and potentially open the way to a resumption of peace talks.

If it goes ahead as planned, the cease-fire would be the first significant lull in fighting since an extended round of
talks in Kuwait broke down in August. U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and U.K. Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson on Sunday called for an immediate cease-fire.

The Saudi-led coalition has carried out airstrikes and a ground campaign against the rebels since last March, but
its efforts have failed to push them from the capital. Negotiations for a political solution to the conflict have been
halting, with numerous rounds of failed negotiations in Switzerland and Kuwait since last year.

The Arab world's poorest country before the conflict, Yemen has since slid into a state of humanitarian crisis. Ten
of its 22 provinces are on the brink of famine, according to the World Food Program.

Is US reconsidering its support for Saudi Arabia in Yemen war?
The Al Monitor
By Maysaa Shuja al-Deen
October 25, 2016

Saudi Arabia's missile attack on a funeral hall crowded with hundreds of
people in Sanaa on Oct. 8 is seen as the deadliest rocket attack on civilian
targets in Yemen, killing and wounding 700 people. Meanwhile, the death
toll of the war on Yemen has risen to 10,000 victims.

This deadly attack led to international condemnation, returning attention to Yemen's war, which has been raging
for more than 1½ years. Initially, Saudi Arabia tried to deny its responsibility for the attack, claiming that it was a
suicide bombing, but later admitted it bombed the funeral hall based on wrong information from its Yemeni allies.

The attack not only caused shocking human casualties, but has also reduced the chances of a political settlement,
as the Saudi-led campaign targeted the funeral of the father of Jalal al-Rowaishan, the interior minister in the
government formed by the Houthi-Ali Abdullah Saleh alliance in Sanaa two days earlier.

The funeral was attended by top security and military leaders in the Houthi-Saleh alliance. The attack led to the
death of some moderate politicians. Three officials in the UN Pacification Commission were killed, in addition to a
neutral military officer, head of the Yemeni Republican Guard Ali al-Jaifi, who was likely to play an important role
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in the postwar period as a military leader acceptable to all parties. Abdul Qader Hilal, the mayor of Sanaa, was
another consensual figure in Yemen who was among those killed.

Both former Yemeni President Saleh and Houthi rebel commander Abdullah Malik al-Houthi launched fiery
speeches, calling upon tribes to mobilize and attack the Saudi-Yemeni border. Meanwhile, the families of Hilal and
Rowaishan as well as the Khawlan al-Tayyal tribe to which the Rowaishan family belongs issued statements calling
for peace instead of retaliatory actions.

The Saudi attack came one day after a Houthi attack targeted military leaders who support the Saudi-led coalition
and the government of Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi. Among the prominent military leaders killed was the
commander in the Sirwah district of Marib province in northeast Yemen. Marib serves as the headquarters for the
coalition and Yemeni forces' military operations in the north of the country.

This may have helped prevent the coalition from taking over Sirwah, which had seemed likely Oct. 5. Taking
control of Sirwah would have been a military achievement for the Saudi-led coalition with the aim of besieging
Sanaa from the east.

However, the coalition forces' march toward Sanaa from that direction is no longer possible after the funeral
attack. Yemeni forces backed by the Saudi-led coalition mpw have to go through the territories between Sanaa and
Marib of the Khawlan al-Tayyal tribe, which was not taking sides in the war because of split allegiances to the
warring parties. However, following the funeral attack, the tribe would not allow the coalition forces through their
lands, even if some of tribe's very influential members hold major commercial interests in the Gulf.

These developments come as part of the military escalation at the border front, where the coalition forces are
making progress in the direction of Saada after taking over al-Bokaa area Oct. 21. For their part, the Houthis have
been firing missiles toward Saudi Arabia, including one that reached the Saudi city of Taif, not to mention that
they also hit an Emirati warship near the port of Aden on Oct. 1.

After the funeral attack, missiles were fired Oct. 9 from Houthi-controlled areas at a US Navy destroyer off
Yemen's southern coast. The Houthis have denied firing these missiles. Although the missile attack did not cause
any damage, it seemed to be a message to provoke the United States to intervene in the war in Yemen, whether to
escalate the situation or find a settlement.

The US response came Oct. 13 from a US Navy destroyer that fired a cruise missile salvo at radar sites controlled
by the Houthis.

The limited US military response as well as US statements following the funeral attack suggest that America has
started to reconsider its support for Saudi Arabia's war on Yemen. In August, the United States withdrew its
military advisers from Riyadh, saying that its support for Saudi Arabia is not a blank check. This suggests that the
United States is likely to disengage from the war in Yemen and to pressure Saudi Arabia to follow suit.

On Oct. 16, US Secretary of State John Kerry met with his British counterpart Boris Johnson in London, where
they both called for an immediate halt to the war and the start of negotiations.

Many Yemenis hoped that the bomb that was dropped on the funeral procession would draw the attention of the
world to the high humanitarian cost of the forgotten war in their country. But the negotiations path remains
blocked and the disparity between the two warring parties is still great, which means that Western pressure to
stop fighting could be temporary, only for the war to become forgotten once again.

The military escalation started following the collapse of the negotiations in Kuwait in August after nearly three
months of talks, which revealed how far the two parties were apart. As a result, each party has been seeking to
improve its negotiating position through more political and military pressure.

In the last week of negotiations in Kuwait, the Houthis and Saleh announced the formation of a political council to
run the areas they control and subsequently on Oct. 5 the formation of a national salvation government. In
contrast, the internationally recognized Yemeni government announced Sept. 19 that the Central Bank of Yemen
will be moved from Houthi-controlled Sanaa to Aden, thus depriving the Houthi-Saleh alliance of financial
liquidity.

It is possible for the Houthis to rearrange their political situation in the areas they control as they are a militia that
the war cannot drain military or politically. An economic blockade would have a high price at the humanitarian
level, because the Houthis have depleted the state's resources without any regard to people's needs.



In contrast, the Saudi-led coalition has lost much of its international and regional reputation, reaping increased
aversion from the Yemenis in the north, compounding the war's expensive economic bill. Thus, any decisive
military showdown seems now far-fetched. Similarly, the possibility of dividing Yemen — where the Houthis
would control the north of the country — is not an option for Saudi Arabia as it is keen on arranging the political
situation in such a way to be commensurate with its interest in the north of Yemen, adjacent to its southern
border.

These developments have caused the economic crisis to worsen and the humanitarian situation to deteriorate in
Yemen. The health sector in the country is on the verge of collapsing, while malnutrition rates are on the rise and
dozens of cholera cases have been reported.

People are starting to complain about not being paid their salaries, while the general situation is going downhill in
an already poverty-stricken country. This is not to mention the repeated war crimes on both sides, such as the
frequent targeting of civilian sites, either at the hands of the coalition forces or the Houthis.

A UN-brokered 72-hour truce was announced Oct. 20, whereby it urges all parties to return to the negotiation
table. However, these international diplomatic initiatives have proved to be toothless so far, remaining merely
political endeavors without any real pressure to stop the war after more than 1½ years. As the cease-fire expired
Oct. 23, air raids were renewed while famine has started gripping parts of the country.
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In New Exhibition on Khmer Rouge, Devil is in the Details
The Cambodia Daily 
By Michelle Vachon
October 24, 2016

The trauma of the Khmer Rouge era is often spoken about in numbers: an
estimated 1.7 million dead, 12,000 victims at the S-21 detention center
alone, some 680,000 people in refugee camps on the Thai border by
December 1979.

But for those who survived Pol Pot's labor camps, it's often details that remain branded into their memory, said
Chea Sopheap, executive director of the Bophana Audiovisual Resource Center.

For instance, the ladles that cooks used in camps' canteens to serve the watery rice soup known as borbor became
an ominous instrument for many people, he said. "Those who were waiting in line kept looking at that spoon…
because they were so hungry. If the person who distributed the borbor didn't like someone or felt he didn't work
hard enough, he would put only a little or just watery borbor in his bowl," Mr. Sopheap said. "The distribution of
borbor was charged with hatred."

Such details are what the Bophana center staff has focused on this year to mark Unesco's World Day for
Audiovisual Heritage, which will be celebrated around the world on Thursday.

The center has produced a series of about 10 short films, each featuring a person sharing memories from the labor
camps that have haunted him or her ever since. The five-to-12-minute films—in Khmer with English subtitles—
will be shown on screens in the center's exhibition hall starting this afternoon in an exhibition entitled "It's Our
Story—Memory of the Village by Khmer Rouge Survivors."
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The exhibition also includes a large display in which artist Mang Sarith—who fashioned the clay figurines that film
director Rithy Panh used in his award-winning feature film "The Missing Picture"—has recreated with small clay
figurines some scenes of life in Khmer Rouge work camps that were described in the short films.

To produce this film series, the Bophana team went to villages where they had developed relationships with
respected village figures or children of Khmer Rouge survivors, said center writer Keo Duong. "People really want
to share their story, but one must first build trust: So as long as they trusted us, they shared their story."

Although people had agreed to take part, it was far from easy for them to tell their stories, Mr. Duong said. "When
people talked about how difficult it was to work from early morning to late at night…or how they lost their family…
they started to cry," he said. "Sometimes, we paused a little bit and let them talk slowly or do whatever they
wanted, and just listened."

One woman started preparing vegetables for cooking as she cried, but carried on talking; another busied himself
making a buffalo harness while he continued his story.

For Mr. Sopheap and Mr. Duong—both historians by training—such memories of ordinary people must be
preserved for those born after the regime to learn about what life was really like and understand the Khmer
Rouge's impact beyond the deaths and physical destruction.

A ceremony will be held at Bophana on Friday to mark Audiovisual Day. The exhibition runs for two weeks.

Survivors of Rape and Forced Marriage Seek Justice in Cambodia's Khmer Rouge Trials
The Huffington Post
By Nina Teggarty
October 17, 2016

"I just couldn't understand why falling in love was a crime," says Youk
Chhang, executive director of the Documentation Center of Cambodia, an
organization that records atrocities that took place under the Khmer
Rouge. From 1975–79, Pol Pot's brutal regime devastated Cambodia, and
an estimated 1.7 million people died from starvation or disease, or were
executed.

The Khmer Rouge, known as the Communist Party of Kampuchea (CPK), controlled every part of people's lives,
even love and sexuality. Chhang was only 15 when he witnessed the Khmer Rouge killing a couple because "they
fell in love without permission." To make sure Cambodians married the "right" people, namely those who were
loyal to the party, the CPK forced men and women to marry each other.

Survivors of forced marriage are currently giving testimony in Case 002/02, the latest trial to take place at the
Khmer Rouge tribunal in Phnom Penh, otherwise known as the Extraordinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia
(ECCC). Evidence of forced marriage will be used to determine if senior leaders of the regime committed crimes
against humanity.

The Khmer Rouge used forced marriage to exact ultimate control over relationships, as couples were expected to
procreate and produce the next generation of party adherents. No one knows how many people were forcibly
married by "Angkar" (the communist party), but mass wedding ceremonies, some consisting of more than 100
couples, took place across Cambodia.

Survivors appearing before the court have described how the regime pressured them to marry. "I refused [to
marry] several times, but finally the sector committee said I was a stubborn person," Sa Lay Hieng said in court.
Scared of being killed, Hieng was coerced into marrying a man she did not like. Another witness, who was granted
anonymity, said she was made to marry a Khmer Rouge officer in a collective ceremony; when she refused his
advances on their wedding night, her new spouse complained to his commander, who then raped her. "I had to
bite my lip and shed my tears, but I didn't dare to make any noise, because I was afraid I would be killed," she
said. She was eventually led back to her husband.

The final testimonies relating to forced marriage will be heard in the coming weeks. But some experts argue that
other heinous sexual crimes committed during the Khmer Rouge era, such as rape outside of forced marriage,
have been overlooked by the court.

In a study by the Transcultural Psychosocial Organization, an NGO that provides counseling to victims appearing
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before the court, a third of female interviewees witnessed rape outside forced marriage. This finding is echoed by
the Documentation Center of Cambodia, which has collected a "significant number of documents" detailing at
least 156 cases of rape by Khmer Rouge comrades in cooperatives and detention centers. "The women who were
raped were accused of having served in the CIA, KGB or other enemies of Angkar, and taken to be smashed
[killed]," said Youk Chhang of the Documentation Center.

Farina So, an expert in gender-based violence perpetrated by the Communist Party of Kampuchea, says that
"hundreds and hundreds" of rapes occurred, adding that cadres "used it as a tool to victimize women, to silence
them." In the course of her research, So has interviewed numerous survivors of sexual assault; one of these
women, Tang Kim, was considered "an enemy of Angkar" and in 1976 was rounded up – along with eight other
women – and readied for execution in Kampong Chhnang province, central Cambodia. While Kim awaited her
fate, she could hear the other women being raped and then murdered – "I was terrified to see people being killed
off and buried one by one" – recalls Kim in a film made by the Cambodian Documentation Center. She continues,
"I saw a Khmer Rouge soldier slashing a woman's abdomen; they cut it open and took out the fetus." After being
gang-raped by the soldiers, Kim managed to escape and went into hiding.

According to So, Kim tried to submit her civil party application to the Khmer Rouge tribunal, but it was rejected
because prosecutors are addressing only sexual abuse within forced marriage. It was, says So, a decision that
"really disappointed" Kim and other rape survivors, many of whom have spent decades summoning up the
courage to speak about their ordeal.

When Women & Girls Hub approached the Khmer Rouge tribunal to ask why the current trial is focusing
exclusively on forced marriage, the court's spokesperson, Lars Olsen, said co-investigating judges had concluded
that rape outside forced marriage was not an official policy of the Khmer Rouge. He pointed to this statement from
the tribunal: "Those who were accused of 'immoral' behavior, including rape, were often re-educated or killed [so]
it cannot be considered that rape was one of the crimes used by CPK leaders to implement the common purpose."

The survivors and their lawyers, who campaigned for years to have forced marriage added to the list of crimes
prosecuted in court, are waiting for the expected judgment in late 2017.

Expert says Vietnam Tried, Failed to Control Khmer Rouge
The Phnom Penh Post
By Andrew Nachemson
October 19, 2016

Expert witness Stephen Morris took the stand yesterday to testify on the
subject of Vietnam's 1979 in-vasion of Cambodia, arguing that Vietnam
desired to control the communist movements in Laos and Cambodia.

Morris, who was granted unprecedented access to Soviet communication files with the Vietnamese during the
Khmer Rouge period, published a book on his research in 1999.

Khmer Rouge leaders Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan are on trial for various crimes against humanity, including
genocide against the Vietnamese, as well as internal purging of their own officers. Defence teams have long argued
that the purges were a reaction to an attempt by Vietnam to overthrow the Cambodian government, and Morris
testified that Vietnam did indeed have imperial ambitions towards Cambodia.

"The history of Vietnam is a history of a long march south," Morris said. "Large parts of what is now southern
Vietnam used to be part of Cambodia."

Morris also testified that the Vietnamese wanted to use people who were loyal to them to establish communist
parties in other countries. He claimed the attempt to found an Indochinese communist federation was really an
attempt by Vietnam to assert its authority in the region.

"The Vietnamese conceived of Indochina as a place where they would be dominant over Laos and Cambodia," he
said.

One of the documents from the Soviet archives was a 1973 communiqué from the Vietnamese to the Soviet
ambassador which said Vietnam's goal was "to replace the reactionary regimes in Saigon, Vientiane, and Phnom
Penh with progressive ones".

While the communist Khmer Rouge regime did take control of Phnom Penh soon after, Morris said Vietnam had
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less control than anticipated. "The Vietnamese Communist Party tried to control the entire communist movement
in Indochina, but lost control of the movement in Cambodia," Morris testified, adding "Vietnamese communists
never fully understood what was going on in Cambodia".

Morris also heavily criticised fellow Khmer Rouge researcher Ben Kiernan accusing the author of The Pol Pot
Regime of having a "political agenda".

The Australian researcher said it was a "tragic mistake" by the US State Department to grant Kiernan more than
$1 million to research the Khmer Rouge. The prosecution has previously used Kiernan's writings in relation to
charges of genocide committed against the Vietnamese and Cham people.
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Special Tribunal for Lebanon

Official Website of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon
In Focus: Special Tribunal for Lebanon (UN)

Visit of the Head of Defence Office to Lebanon from 17 to 20 October 2016
Special Tribunal for Lebanon Press Release
October 20, 2016

The Head of Defence Office of the STL, Mr François Roux, has concluded a
four-day visit to Lebanon.

During the visit, Mr François Roux took part in a conference on the topic of equality of arms in international
criminal proceedings. The conference was organised at the Maison de l'Avocat by the Director of the Institute for
Human Rights of the Beirut Bar Association, Ms Elisabeth Zakharia Sioufi, under the patronage of the President of
the Beirut Bar Association, Mr Antonio El Hachem.

During his visit, Mr Roux held talks with the President of the Bar Association and members of the Committee of
the Beirut Bar responsible for monitoring the work of the STL, as well as with several members of the diplomatic
community based in Lebanon.

Mr Roux also met with H.E. the Prime Minister, Mr Tammam Salam, the Minister of the Interior, Mr Nouhad
Machnouk and the Director of General Security, Mr Abbas Ibrahim.

On behalf of the Defence Office, Mr Roux wishes to thank all those who contributed to the success of this visit.
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Bangladesh: End Arbitrary and Secret Arrests
Human Rights Watch
October 12, 2016

Opposition Leaders' Sons Detained in August, But Government Pretends
Not in Custody
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(New York) – Bangladeshi authorities should immediately release three children of opposition leaders convicted
of war crimes who were forcibly disappeared and have been illegally detained since August 2016, Human Rights
Watch said today. Bangladesh's donors and counterterror partners should speak out against frequent abuses
committed by the Bangladesh government against political opponents and critics in the name of fighting
terrorism.

The three men, Humam Quader Chowdhury, Mir Ahmad Bin Quasem, and Amaan Azmi, were arrested without
judicial warrants or formal charges. They have not been produced before a magistrate as required by law and have
not been allowed access to family or lawyers. The government denies having them in custody despite credible
statements from witnesses that all were arrested by law enforcement authorities (see below for details on each
case).

"Bangladesh law enforcement authorities have a long history of politically motivated arrests and disappearances,
including detaining people and then denying that the person is in custody," saidBrad Adams, Asia director. "In
many cases detainees are tortured or even killed. The government should immediately charge or release these men
and put an end to disappearances and illegal detentions."

The three arrests came in the aftermath of a string of horrific murders of bloggers, atheists, foreigners, and LGBT
activists, culminating with the July 1 attack on the Holey Artisan Bakery in Dhaka, in which 20 people and two
police officers were killed. The authorities took little action at first in response to the string of murders, then
sprang into action, arresting nearly 15,000 people in June. Since the bakery attack, the security forces have
conducted raids, killing alleged militants in what they claim were armed exchanges, and arresting many others.

Of the three, only Chowdhury was actively involved in politics. Bin Quasem works as a lawyer and does not hold
any political position. Azmi is a retired brigadier general. All three men had expressed anxiety over their safety in
the months and weeks prior to their arrest, with at least Chowdhury and Azmi reporting police surveillance at and
outside their homes.

Arbitrary and illegal detentions are routine security force tactics in Bangladesh. Two hostages in the Holey Artisan
Bakery attack were secretly detained afterward for over a month before the government, in the face of intense
national and international pressure, admitted to having them in custody. One was finally released without charge
after three months in detention; the other is still in detention and it is unclear what charges, if any, he faces.

"If the government has evidence against any of these three men, it should charge them and immediately grant
them access to lawyers and family and then follow all other due process norms," Adams said. "The government
also should own up to its secret detention practices, and put a stop to them."

Humam Quader Chowdhury

Humam Quader Chowdhury, 33, is the son of Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury, a prominent leader of the
opposition Bangladesh National Party (BNP) who was executed in November 2015 following his conviction for war
crimes. Humam Chowdhury is also a senior member of the BNP. On August 4, 2016, he was pulled out of his car
and arrested while traveling with his mother to a courthouse to attend a hearing. His mother said that several men
in civilian clothing forced Chowdhury into another vehicle. They were surrounded by other armed men in
uniform.

The family had previously reported that on several occasions security force members had harassed and threatened
security staff at the family home. Staff members eventually quit out of fear. Several family members went into
hiding as a result of the repeated threats and intimidation. Humam Chowdhury had not been allowed to leave
Bangladesh for the last seven years and had been turned back with no explanation at the airport each time he tried
to leave.

The family has had no news of Humam Chowdhury's whereabouts. Immediately after the arrest, his mother tried
to file a general diary complaint, the standard first report of transgressions filed with the police, but the police said
they would need permission "from above" to accept the report. A well-placed diplomatic source told the family
that the government had confirmed that it was holding Humam Chowdhury and that he had not been harmed.
Another source told them that he was being held by the Detective Branch's counterterrorism unit. The family is
clinging to this information and rumors for hope that he is alive and well.

Mir Ahmad Bin Quasem

Mir Ahmad Bin Quasem, 32, is the son of Mir Quasem Ali, a prominent leader of the opposition Jamaat-e-Islami



party. Quasem Ali was convicted of war crimes in November 2014 and was facing execution when Bin Quasem was
arrested.

Bin Quasem is a Supreme Court lawyer who had also served as his father's lawyer. He was arrested at his home at
around midnight on August 9, 2016, by several men in civilian clothes. The men said they were members of the
administration but did not identify themselves as being with any specific branch of the security forces. His wife
and cousin were present during the arrest. Bin Quasem told the security forces that as a lawyer he knew his rights
and demanded to see an arrest warrant. The men said they did not need a warrant and dragged Bin Quasem away,
refusing even to let him put on his shoes.

Quasem Ali was hanged in September. The government denied the family's entreaties to allow Bin Quasem to see
his father before the execution or to attend to his father's funeral.

In the weeks before his arrest, Bin Quasem had told Human Rights Watch that he was worried about his safety. He
had ruled out leaving the country because he wanted to support his family in the period before his father's
execution. His family has subsequently been told, but has not been able to confirm, that he was initially held,
along with Humam Chowdhury, at the headquarters of the Rapid Action Battalion, and has since been moved to
the headquarters of the Detective Branch. Bin Quasem's wife has filed a general diary complaint. As with
Chowdhury's family, a diplomatic source confirmed that the government admitted to holding Bin Quasem but was
unable to offer any further information.

Amaan Azmi

Amaan Azmi, 57, a retired brigadier general in the army, is the son of Ghulam Azam, a leader of the Jamaat-e-
Islami party who was convicted of war crimes and sentenced to death in 2013. In light of his age of 90, the court
ruled that Azam would serve a life sentence rather than face execution. He died of a heart attack in prison in
October 2014.

Amaan Azmi was arrested on the evening of August 22, 2016. About 30 men in civilian clothes entered the
grounds of his apartment building, telling staff that they were from the Detective Branch. They assaulted the
building caretaker, leaving him unconscious, then went apartment to apartment until they found Azmi. His wife,
mother, and several staff who were present confirmed that the men said they were from the Detective Branch and
told Azmi he had to come with them.

Azmi asked to see an arrest warrant. They said they didn't have one and grabbed him and blindfolded him. He
asked to take some clothes, but they refused. They took him away in an unmarked car, and the family has had no
news of him since.

Like Chowdhury and Bin Quasem, Azmi had been concerned about his safety in the months before his arrest.
Police, both in uniform and civilian clothes, had regularly parked outside his building and would occasionally go to
the apartment to ask about him and his whereabouts. Immediately after his arrest, Azmi's mother went to the
nearest police station to file a complaint. The police took it but told her they would not register it officially. The
family has heard rumors that Azmi is being held at the Directorate General of Forces Intelligence.

War crimes: ICT probes allegations against Jamaat chief Maqbul Ahmad
The Daily Star
October 20, 2016

Three days into taking the oath as new chief of Jamaat-e-Islami, the
investigation agency of the International Crimes Tribunal has begun
enquiry into the war crimes allegation against Maqbul Ahmad.

The 70-year-old leader, who had been the party's acting ameer for the last six years, has been elected to the top
post of the party that vehemently opposed and rejected Bangladesh's Liberation War in 1971 and its subsequent
independence from Pakistan.

Coordinator of the agency Abdul Hannan Khan said Maqbul's name was mentioned in the razakar's list of Feni
though no specific allegations were found.

Recently two online newspapers have published news where two specific allegations were made against Maqbul,
he said.
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"We're now enquiring into the allegations," said Hannan adding "If the allegations come out true in the enquiry,
we'll begin a formal investigation."

The agency has appointed a senior investigation officer yesterday for the enquiry.

Meanwhile, Jamaat in a press statement claimed Maqbul was not involved in any crimes against humanity during
the Liberation War in 1971.

Jamaat was banned in independent Bangladesh until 1979 when the party was reborn following the lifting of the
ban against a backdrop of a political changeover.

On August 17, the party's rukans (oath taking members), by a secret ballot that held at 83 organisational districts
of the party, appointed Maqbul as the ameer for the tenure beginning in 2017 and ending in 2019.

Of the war crimes convict Jamaat leaders including former chief Motiur Rahman Nizami, Mir Quasem Ali, Ali
Ahsan Mohammad Mojaheed, Muhammad Kamaruzzaman and Abdul Quader Mollah were executed while
Ghulam Azam sentenced to 90 years jail and Delawar Hossain Sayedee imprisonment until death.

Bangladesh trials politically motivated, Senate committee told
Daily Times
By Ijaz Kakakhel
October 21, 2016

ISLAMABAD: The recent trials in Bangladesh are a violation of the 1974
agreement signed among Pakistan, Bangladesh and India, the Senate's
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs was informed on Thursday.

Adviser to PM on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz said that Pakistan could not directly contact the Bangladeshi
government over the trials. "However, it (the Bangladeshi government) was contacted through different forums
such as OIC, the UN and others. Pakistan wants cordial relations with Bangladesh, but the trials and sentences are
not right," he said.

According to the agreement, both Pakistan and Bangladesh would not take action against any person who took
part on either side during the war. The present government in Bangladesh is vigorously pursuing alleged 'war
crimes' of 1971. The war crimes tribunal set up by the Bangladeshi government has so for convicted 50 persons.
Out of them, 28 have been sentenced to death. Various international and regional organisations and countries
have raised questions and concerns over the trials in Bangladesh from time to time.

"After the passage of 40 years, hangings of aged persons in Bangladesh is totally against the 1974 agreement," said
Foreign Secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry. He was responding to a question raised by Pakistan People's Party's
Senator Karim Ahmad Khawaja.

"Several governments have come into power in Bangladesh since 1971 and they did not initiate such trials. The
current government in Bangladesh has now even convicted people who were studying abroad during the 1971
war," he said. Chaudhry said that the ongoing trials in Bangladesh were politically motivated and had no
justification.

The committee expressed satisfaction over the efforts of the Foreign Office for highlighting the Kashmir issue at
international level. The prime minister's visit to the UN General Assembly and meetings held on the sidelines of
the 71st UN General Assembly Session have proved helpful in this regard, the committee stated.

Committee Chairperson Senator Nuzhat Sadiq said that efforts of the Foreign Office were commendable and the
recent arrangements made by the Foreign Ministry to highlight the Kashmir issue at international level had
received an overwhelming response and acknowledgement. She also praised the efforts of the special envoys
deputed in various countries to highlight the atrocities being committed by India in held Kashmir.

Chaudhry said that Indian forces had resorted to brutal measures in Indian Occupied Kashmir after the
martyrdom of Burhan Wani on July 8, 2016. "Wani's martyrdom has fuelled a new wave of commitment in the
Kashmiri people, who are demanding their inalienable right of self-determination, in accordance with the UN
Security Council resolutions," he said.

The foreign secretary said more than 115 innocent people had lost their lives, whereas more than 15,000 had been
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injured so far. "The victims of indiscriminate firing, include women, children, and the elderly. More than 700
people have suffered severe eye injuries due to pellet guns and more than 150 have become permanently blind. To
divert international attention from the grim situation in held-Kashmir, the Indian government is using various
tactics," he said.

Chaudhry briefed the committee about the prime minister's visit to UN General Assembly session. "The prime
minister addressed the General Assembly and other high level meetings to draw the attention of the international
community towards massive human rights violation and atrocities being committed by Indian forces against the
people of occupied Jammu and Kashmir. The PM also held meetings with several world leaders and the UN
secretary general on the sidelines of the summit," he said.

The committee was briefed about Pakistan's relations with South Asian countries. It was informed that Pakistan
desired strong mutual cooperation with South Asian countries and intended to build on this cooperation.
"Pakistan continues to hold its affiliation with SAARC in high esteem," the committee members were informed.

Senator Mushahid Hussain and Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq informed the committee about their recent visits to
the US and France as special envoys.

War crimes accused Moulana Solaiman dies at DMCH
Bdnews24.com
October 26, 2016

War crimes accused Moulana Solaiman alias Solaiman Mollah alias
Solaiman Moulvi alias Solaiman Razakar has died.

The 90-year-old, who was arrested last year, died at the Dhaka Medical College Hospital early on Wednesday, said
prison authorities.

Dhaka Central Jail official Nesar Alam told bdnews24.com he was taken to the hospital on Tuesday night as his
physical condition deteriorated.

"The doctors declared him dead around 2am," said Jailer Alam.

Solaiman was accused of crimes like murder, rape and arson during the 1971 Liberation War.

In May 2010, Adbus Samad Talukder, a freedom fighter from Shariatpur, filed a case with the local court against
Solaiman and two others.

The case was later moved to the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT).

Solaiman was arrested on Jun 14, 2015 after the tribunal issued a warrant for him.

According to case documents, Solaiman and his accomplices along with the Pakistani forces committed crimes like
murder, rape, loot and arson in Hindu-majority areas of Shariatpur's Palang Upazila between May 22 and 25 in
1971.

[back to contents]

War Crimes Investigation in Burma

Burma Army Blocks Food Supplies to Kachin IDPs
The Irrawaddy
By Nan Lwin Hnin Pwint
October 20, 2016

The Burma Army has stopped a local environmentalist group from sending
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food relief to internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Kachin State's Hpakant
Township on suspicion that the supplies were intended for the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA).

Fifteen members of Green Land, an environmentalist civil society group based in jade-rich Hpakant, were in the
process of transporting 130 bags of rice, 40 jerry cans of oil and six bags of salt to IDPs in Jahtu Zup village on
Tuesday afternoon, when they were stopped outside of Hpakant town by soldiers at the Lawa security gate in the
area of Kar Mai, Green Land director U Naung Latt told The Irrawaddy.

"A captain called Aung Thu Hein stopped us and said we had to seek approval from higher authorities. So, we
phoned the brigade commander, and he said we would have to ask for permission from Northern Command
[based in the state capital Myitkyina]. Next, we called the Kachin State chief minister and he told us to ask
permission from the security and border affairs minister [for Kachin State]," said U Naung Latt.

Army officers justified the blocking of the food relief by stating that some organizations have been sending food
supplies to the KIA, according to U Naung Latt.

Since mid September, the Burma Army has stepped up offensives against the KIA, using air strikes and artillery
bombardment.

Soldiers at the Lawa security gate have since taken charge of the food supplies. Four senior members of Green
Land, leaving behind 11 members to remain near the supplies, traveled to Myitkyina to meet with the Kachin State
security and border affairs minister—a serving military officer—but failed to obtain permission.

"He said he would report [the matter] to Northern Command and asked us to continue waiting. What else can we
do?" said U Naung Latt.

The food relief was intended for more than 200 IDPs taking shelter at a monastery, two churches and a primary
school, said U Naung Latt, and permission had successfully being sought from the Hpakant Township
administrator, in line with apparent procedure.

"[The soldiers] implicitly accused us of sending food supplies to the KIA, and so did the security and border affairs
minister. If so, then is the World Food Programme, which is helping war victims, violating Article 17(1) [of the
Unlawful Associations Act]?" he said, referring to a colonial-era law used to criminalize contact with Burma's
ethnic armed groups.

"We are providing food supplies on humanitarian grounds. This is no political trick. It is just because they [IDPs]
are extremely short on food," he added.

U Naung Latt said he would wait at the Lawa security gate until permission is obtained.

The Irrawaddy contacted an officer at the police station in Kar Mai, where the security gate is located, but he said
he was not authorized to comment on matters related to the military.

However, he said that the Burma Army had tightened security on roads since clashes in August, when their
soldiers fell prey to KIA landmines.

The Irrawaddy also phoned the Kachin State chief minister and the security and border affairs minister but was
unable to obtain comment.

Htwel Awng, a pastor with the Kachin Baptist Convention in Jahtu Zup village, where the IDPs are sheltering, told
The Irrawaddy, "Yes, it is true that those food supplies are for us. And we heard that the military has taken hold of
them. But, we don't know the latest developments."

In Jahtu Zup village, the World Food Programme provides 14,000 kyats (US$10.85) per month for each IDP,
which is simply not enough, he said.

Some 214 IDPs have been sheltering at four locations in the area since July 31, after fleeing clashes between the
KIA and the Burma Army, prompted by alleged Burma Army encroachment on KIA outposts while attempting to
seize control of illegal gold mines in Tanai Township, north of Hpakant.

Since the breakdown of a 17-year ceasefire between the Burma Army and the KIA in 2011, more than 100,000



civilians have been displaced. Most still remain in camps or temporary shelters, in both government and KIA-
controlled areas.

The World Food Programme, in cooperation with local civil society organizations, has been providing food to IDPs
since 2011, but rations were cut by more than 50 percent at the end of 2015. IDPs have since faced shortages.

The Kachin State government issued a notice in September, requiring groups to seek its permission before
supplying food to IDPs.

Rakhine: Myanmar urged to allow aid into restive state
BBC
October 21, 2016

Human rights groups have called on the government in Myanmar to ensure
aid can reach the northern part of restive Rakhine state.

The area, near the border with Bangladesh, has been sealed off by security forces since attacks on border posts left
nine police officers dead.

Access to about 50,000 vulnerable people is restricted, the UN says.

Rakhine has seen long-running tensions between Buddhists and the mostly Muslim Rohingya minority.

Since the co-ordinated attacks near Maungdaw earlier this month, army operations have reportedly left at least 30
Rohingya Muslims dead and displaced up to 15,000.

But with journalists banned from the most sensitive areas, these figures are impossible to verify.

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch (HRW) both issued pleas for the government of Myanmar,
previously known as Burma, to do more to allow aid to reach Rohingya populations and other groups.

"The Burmese government has a responsibility to search for and arrest those who attacked the border posts,"
HRW's Asia director Brad Adams said.

"But it is required to do so in a manner that respects human rights, ensures that the area's people get the aid they
need, and allows journalists and rights monitors into the area."

Amnesty said it had heard reports that civilians have been required to cross conflict lines to receive help.

"Civilians cannot be put in a position where they have no other option but to put their lives in harm's way to access
much needed aid," said Rafendi Djamin, the organisation's South East Asia and the Pacific director.

Buddhist nationalists in Myanmar see the country's estimated one-million Rohingya as Bangladeshi intruders,
despite many having lived in the country for generations.

The government of Myanmar refuses to grant them citizenship.

Myanmar army forces hundreds of Rohingya from homes
Aljazeera
October 24, 2016

Hundreds of Myanmar's Rohingya villagers are facing a second night hiding
in rice fields without shelter, after the army on Sunday forcibly removed
them from a village in a crackdown following attacks on border security
forces.

Four Rohingya sources contacted by Reuters by telephone said border guard officers went to Kyee Kan Pyin village
on Sunday and ordered about 2,000 villagers to abandon it, giving them just enough time to collect basic
household items.

The move marks an escalation in violence which has destabilised Myanmar's most volatile state located in the
remote northwest. In Rakhine, relations between the Rohingya and majority Buddhists have hit their lowest point
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since hundreds of people were killed and thousands displaced in ethnic and religious violence in 2012.

The government, led by Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi, has said the army and police in Rakhine are
fighting a group of at least 400 fighters, drawn from the Rohingya Muslim minority, with links to fighters
overseas.

While officials say the army has been conducting carefully targeted sweeps against the group behind attacks on
police border posts on October 9, residents have accused security forces of killing non-combatants and burning
homes.

"I was kicked out from my house yesterday afternoon, now I live in a paddy field outside of my village with some
200 people including my family - I became homeless," said a Rohingya man from Kyee Kan Pyin village.

"After the soldiers arrived at our village, they said that if all of us didn't leave, they would shoot us," he said.

Another witness and two Rohingya community elders based in Maungdaw who are collecting information from
across the area have corroborated the account, estimating a total of about 2,000 villagers were removed from
homes.

Some were able to find shelter in neighbouring villages, but hundreds spent last night hiding in the rice fields.
They are still stranded and are facing another without shelter.

Mynt Kyaw, a government spokesman, said the government was unable to contact anyone in the area because it
was a militarily-operated "red zone".

"A Muslim man called me this morning as they were being forcibly removed from their homes, but I was not able
to confirm that information," said Mynt Kyaw.

The military did not respond to a request for comment.

Videos uploaded on social media by Rohingya rights activists showed men and women speaking Rohingya
language carrying their belongings and livestock to other villages or waiting out the crackdown in paddy fields.

The area around Maungdaw Township, near the border with Bangladesh, is under military lockdown and
journalists and aid workers have not been allowed to go inside.

The Rohingya are often said to be the world's most persecuted minority. They are an ethnic Muslim group in the
majority Buddhist country and make up around one million of the total 50 million population.

President's Office Rejects UN Call for Action on Alleged Rights Abuses in Arakan State
The Irrawaddy
By Lawi Weng
October 25, 2016

Burma's President Office spokesperson has denied accusations of human
rights violations being carried out by security forces in northern Arakan
State, saying, "we haven't done anything lawless."

His responses came after United Nations human rights experts called on the Burmese government to take action
against alleged arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial killings and burning of mosques and homes by authorities during
manhunts in Maungdaw and surrounding areas for suspected attackers against border guard outposts earlier this
month.

"What troubles me most is the lack of access for a proper assessment of the true picture of the situation there at
the present moment," said UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in Burma Yanghee Lee in the statement.

"The blanket security operations have restricted access for humanitarian actors with concerning consequences for
communities' ability to secure food and conduct livelihood activities," the expert emphasized.

The UN Special Rapporteur on summary executions, Dr. Agnes Callamard, also said in the statement that the
government should investigate and prosecute the perpetrators in a court of law and "not with violence."

"Reports of homes and mosques being burnt down and persons of a certain profile being rounded up and shot are
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alarming and unacceptable," she stated.

The President's Office Spokesperson U Zaw Htay told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday that reports of security forces
carrying out extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and village burnings were just "accusations."

He said that it was the government's security forces who tried to put out fires after suspected militants set ablaze
houses where they had hidden guns, before running away in an effort to abandon any evidence.

"The security forces haven't arrested anyone without evidence. The arrests we made so far are based on the
testimony and information we got through investigation of the attackers we have arrested," U Zaw Htay said.

When asked about killings, the spokesperson said that security forces acted in response to people trying to harm
them during the manhunt for suspects. "We have already released information about it," he added.

Including the initial attack on three police border posts on Oct. 9, nine police officers and five soldiers have been
killed during the manhunt for the attackers. A total of 32 alleged attackers have also been killed by government
forces with 51 arrested as of Monday.

U Zaw Htay also denied a Reuters report of the Burma Army's forced eviction of Muslim Rohingya villagers in a
crackdown following attacks on border security forces, saying villagers had simply run away when the security
forces came in.

"We are even encouraging them to stay at their homes rather than fleeing, as it makes more difficult to find the
suspected attackers who are hiding among them."

[back to contents]

Israel and Palestine

Report: Settlers continue building new illegal outpost despite stop-work orders
Ma'an News Agency
October 23, 2016

Israeli authorities ordered settlers to stop construction on a new illegal
outpost in the Jordan valley district of Tubas in the northern occupied West
Bank, according to Israeli authorities

Israel's Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), the body responsible for implementing
Israeli government policies in the occupied West Bank, told Ma'an on Sunday that the "illegal construction" began
at the end of September, and that COGAT issued "stop-work orders" to the settlers in the area.

Israeli newspaper Haaretz reported on Sunday that their reporters visited the site of the outpost -- which was
established on privately owned Palestinian land, in close proximity to the illegal outpost of Givat Salit -- and that
construction was still ongoing, despite the stop-work orders that were issued, and COGAT's claim that
construction was halted.

In its statement to Ma'an, COGAT reiterated its assertion that construction had stopped, saying that "further
inspection of the illegal construction found that the construction halted only after the orders were issued."

"Enforcement measures will continue and will be carried out in accordance with professional and operational
considerations," the statement said, adding that "immediately after" the current Jewish holidays, "there will be
another inspection by the Inspection Unit and enforcement proceedings will be taken accordingly."

According to Haaretz, settlers from the outpost -- one of whom reportedly had a gun -- began threatening
Palestinian shepherds in the area, preventing them from bringing their flocks to graze on a nearby hilltop, which is
designated by Israel as "state-owned land."
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Additionally, Israeli Civil Administration staff reportedly demolished the tent encampment belonging to the
Ayoub family, a Palestinian family of shepherds who had lived on the land for years, shortly after the outpost was
established.

Haaretz also reported that an Israeli jeep belonging to a resident of the nearby illegal settlement of Shadmot
Mehola was seen on Thursday speeding into a flock of livestock owned by the Ayoub family, leading the family to
fear that settlers from the outpost would physically harm their livestock.

Since the outpost was established almost one month ago, according to Haaretz, the settlers at the site have laid
down a main water pipe, pounded iron fencing into the ground "for what appeared to be a future livestock pen,"
constructed various iron posts, and installed a water tank.

The more than 232 Israeli settler outposts in the West Bank are considered illegal by the Israeli government.
However, Israeli authorities often legalize the outposts retroactively by declaring them official settlements after
they have been connected to Israel's water and electricity infrastructure.

Each of the some 196 Israeli government-approved settlements scattered across the occupied West Bank are also
considered illegal under international law.

Israel's next Gaza war will be 'last' one: Lieberman
Daily Mail
By AFP
October 24, 2016

Defence Minister Avigdor Lieberman said Monday that Israel's next war
with Gaza militants would be their last "because we will completely destroy
them," but added he remains committed to a two-state solution.

Lieberman, speaking in an interview with Palestinian newspaper Al-Quds, said however that he did not want
another war in Gaza, which would be the fourth since 2008.

The outspoken former foreign minister urged Palestinians to pressure Hamas, the Islamist movement that runs
the Gaza Strip, to "stop your crazy policies".

"As minister of defence, I would like to clarify that we have no intention of starting a new war against our
neighbours in the Gaza Strip or the West Bank, Lebanon or Syria," he told the Jerusalem-based newspaper.

- Criticising Abbas -

"But in Gaza, like the Iranians, they intend to eliminate the state of Israel... If they impose the next war on Israel,
it will be their last. I would like to emphasise again: It will be their last confrontation because we will completely
destroy them."

Lieberman is part of what is seen as the most right-wing government in Israeli history, with several prominent
members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's coalition openly opposing a Palestinian state.

But while he lives in a West Bank settlement and is known as a security-minded hardliner, Lieberman believes in a
two-state solution to the conflict based on land swaps.

He reiterated that position in the interview, saying he sees the main settlement blocks in the occupied West Bank
remaining part of Israel under a final peace deal.

He raised the possibility of trading Arab areas of Israel on the edge of the northern West Bank, such as the city of
Umm al-Fahm, in exchange for settlements.

Land swaps have long been part of proposals to resolve the decades-old conflict, but the two sides remain far apart
on issues such as the status of Jerusalem and the return of Palestinian refugees.

Peace efforts have been at a complete standstill since a US-led initiative collapsed in April 2014.

- 'Sermons and lies' -

"Today, I think the majority of our people do not believe it is possible to reach any agreement regarding the final
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status solution, and the same with the Palestinians," said Lieberman.

"The first step would be convincing the people it is possible by making serious improvements in the state of the
economy and fighting unemployment, poverty and misery among the Palestinians. And for Israelis, provide
security without terrorism or bloodshed for a while."

He spoke of a period of three years without violence and with economic improvement in the Palestinian territories
as being capable of leading to progress.

Lieberman, who took office in May, also criticised Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas, accusing him of failing to
make compromises.

He predicted Abbas would lose if elections were held, with polls showing most Palestinians would like the 81-year-
old to resign.

Such elections could lead to Hamas taking power in the West Bank, where Abbas's secular Fatah party dominates,
but Lieberman said he believed a different outcome was possible.

"There are enough sensible people in the (Palestinian Authority) who understand the situation and know if there
is a choice to make between Hamas and Israel, they think partnering with Israel will be better for them," said the
leader of the hardline nationalist Yisrael Beiteinu (Israel Is Our Home) party.

Lieberman has recently spoken of trying to bypass Palestinian leaders and reach out directly to communities, and
his interview appeared to be part of that effort.

Al-Quds, the top-selling paper in the Palestinian territories, was heavily criticised on social media by Palestinians
who say it should not have agreed to the interview as it amounted to sanctioning "normalisation" with an
occupying power.

The Palestinian foreign ministry accused Lieberman of "promoting a bunch of sermons and lies that contradict
signed agreements and violate international law."

Before taking over as defence minister, Lieberman made a series of controversial statements, including one
directed at Ismail Haniya, Hamas's Gaza leader.

Lieberman said he would give Haniya 48 hours to hand over two detained Israeli civilians and the bodies of
soldiers killed in a 2014 war "or you're dead".

He has since backed off and said he is committed to "responsible, reasonable policy".

UNESCO approves new Jerusalem resolution
Aljazeera
October 26, 2016

UNESCO's World Heritage Committee has approved a new resolution on the
status of conservation of the Old City of Jerusalem.

In Wednesday's secret ballot, the UN cultural body agreed to retain the walled area, home to key Muslim,
Christian and Jewish holy sites, on the list of endangered world heritage.

It also criticised Israel for its continuous refusal to let the body's experts access Jerusalem's holy sites to determine
their conservation status.

The document refers to the Jerusalem site only by its Arab name.

Muslims refer to it as al-Haram al-Sharif, Arabic for the Noble Sanctuary, and it includes the al-Aqsa mosque and
the golden Dome of the Rock. It is the third holiest in Islam, after Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia.

Palestinian official Saeb Erekat said UNESCO's vote aimed to reaffirm the importance of Jerusalem for
Christianity, Judaism and Islam.

"It calls for respecting the status quo of its religious sites, including the al-Aqsa Mosque Compound that continues
to be threatened by the systematic incitement and provocative actions of the Israeli government and extremist
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Jewish groups," Erekat said.

The Old City, home to holy sites, lies at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It is situated in East Jerusalem
- the area of the holy city occupied by Israel in the 1967 Middle East war.

Majority vote

While Israel controls the area, its annexation is not internationally recognised.

Jews refer to the hilltop compound in Jerusalem's Old City as the Temple Mount, the site where the ancient
temples were located.

The resolution was passed by the World Heritage Committee's 21 member countries. Ten countries voted for, two
against, eight abstained and one was absent.

Makram Queisi, Jordan's ambassador to UNESCO, said the heritage committee was trying to tackle the issue from
a "technical point of view" even as many parties were politicising it.

"Jerusalem is a site listed on the World Heritage List, and this is the place where this site has to be discussed
because the Israeli government after the occupation has changed many aspects on the ground," he said.

UNESCO's World Heritage Site list is known throughout the world for its work in highlighting sites of historic and
cultural significance, and endangered global heritage.

Israel had already suspended its funding to UNESCO when Palestinian membership was approved, along with the
United States, which used to provide 22 percent of the agency's budget.

Neither Israel, the US nor Palestine is on the World Heritage Committee.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu criticised Wednesday's decision and said he would recall his
ambassador to UNESCO for consultations on how to proceed.

Charges dropped in shooting of Palestinian siblings at checkpoint
The Times of Israel
By Raoul Wootliff
October 26, 2016

Charges will not be filed against two civilian guards who shot and killed an
armed Palestinian woman and her brother at the flashpoint Qalandiya
crossing in the West Bank in April, Israel's State Prosecutor's Office said
Wednesday.

Maram Hassan Abu Ismail, 23, and her brother Ibrahim Saleh Taha, 16 — both residents of the central West Bank
village of Beit Surrif — were killed by guards in April after Abu Ismail threw a knife at the guards, according to
police. Taha was also found to have been carrying a knife.

A statement from the prosecutor said the case against one guard would be closed due to a "lack of evidence," and
against the other due to a "lack of guilt."

According to security footage of the incident, one guard fired a shot at the woman as she drew the knife, and "as
such he acted in self-defense," the statement read.

In May, police opened an investigation into suspicions of unlawful conduct by the guards.

According to the police account of the incident, Abu Ismail and her brother raised suspicions after approaching
the checkpoint in the wrong lane, which was intended for vehicles rather than pedestrians.

Police said Abu Ismail then hurled a knife at security personnel before she was shot. The knife was recovered at
the scene, and a spokeswoman said a second, identical knife was found on Taha's belt, along with a Leatherman-
style multi-tool.

No Israeli forces were injured in the incident.
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Abu Ismail was spotted walking toward guards with her hand concealed inside her purse, and security personnel
fired only after calling on her to stop several times, according to a police spokesperson.

Their father, Salah Abu Ismail, 61, from the village of Katana north of Jerusalem, told The Times of Israel in a
telephone interview a day after the incident that his daughter had arrived at the crossing to obtain a permit to
enter Jerusalem for medical treatment. He insisted that neither of his children was carrying a knife.

The preliminary investigation earlier this year found that the guards complied with protocol and arrest procedures
by firing warning shots into the air as the siblings approached guards at the checkpoint in a suspicious manner.

Police had refused to release footage of the incident, classifying it as evidence in an ongoing investigation, despite
demands from the Abu Ismail family.

With the investigation closed Wednesday, the police did not immediately respond to a Freedom of Information
request from The Times of Israel to release the footage.

The Defense Ministry often contracts guards from private companies to bolster its security presence at major
crossings between Israel and Palestinian-controlled areas of the West Bank.

Professionally subordinate to the police, the private guards don't usually come into contact with Palestinians
crossing through the checkpoints, and are frequently stationed behind concrete barriers to generally reinforce
Israeli security.

Qalandiya and the adjacent crossing between the West Bank and Israel have been frequent hotspots of conflict in
the recent wave of violence that has rocked Israel since September.
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US, S. Korea Say Latest N. Korea Missile Launch Fails
The New York Times
By The Associated Press
October 15, 2016

South Korea and the U.S. said Sunday that the latest missile launch by
North Korea ended in a failure after the projectile reportedly exploded soon
after liftoff.

The South Korean Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a statement that the military believes the North unsuccessfully
attempted to fire a mid-range Musudan missile. It said the failed launch was made near an airport in the North's
North Pyongan province.

South Korea's Yonhap news agency said that the missile was believed to have exploded soon after liftoff. Yonhap
cited no source for this information.

South Korea strongly condemns the launch because it violates U.N. Security Council resolutions that bans any
ballistic activities by North Korea, the statement said.

The U.S. military first reported the launch was attempted at 11:33 p.m. EDT Friday (12:03 p.m. Saturday local
time) and that the missile didn't pose a threat to North America. The action brought harsh criticism from the U.S.

"We strongly condemn this and North Korea's other recent missile tests, which violate U.N. Security Council
Resolutions explicitly prohibiting North Korea's launches using ballistic missile technology," said Cmdr. Gary
Ross, a Pentagon spokesman. He said the U.S. would raise concerns at the U.N.
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"Our commitment to the defense of our allies, including the Republic of Korea and Japan, in the face of these
threats, is ironclad," Ross said. "We remain prepared to defend ourselves and our allies from any attack or
provocation."

Japan has expressed concern over the launches, and Defense Minister Tomomi Inada said Sunday that she wants
to work in cooperation with the U.S. and South Korea to assure her country's security.

North Korea has claimed technical breakthroughs in its goal of developing a long-range nuclear missile capable of
reaching the continental United States. South Korean defense officials have said the North doesn't yet have such a
weapon.

It's the latest in a series of moves by North Korea aimed apparently at displaying a show of force. As recently as
last month, it fired three ballistic missiles off its east coast, timed to get the attention of world leaders including
President Barack Obama who were visiting the region for a series of summits. The U.N. Security Council
subsequently condemned those North Korean launches and threatened "further significant measures" if it refused
to stop its nuclear and missile tests.

North Korea also conducted its fifth nuclear test last month and in all has launched more than 20 ballistic missiles
this year, part of its program aimed at improving the delivery system for nuclear weapons. Earlier this year, North
Korea successfully launched a Musudan missile in June after several failed attempts.

Musudan has a range of 3,500 kilometers (2,180 miles) — enough to reach U.S. military installments in Japan and
Guam.

Obama has vowed to work with the United Nations to tighten sanctions against North Korea, but has also said that
the U.S. was still open to dialogue if the government changes course.

The U.S. strategy has largely centered on trying to get China, North Korea's traditional ally, to use its influence to
persuade the North to change course. North Korea is continuing missile test launches even as the U.N. Security
Council is deliberating a further tightening of sanctions after the September nuclear test.

Previously in August, Japanese and South Korean officials said a medium-range ballistic missile flew about 1,000
kilometers (620 miles) and landed near Japan's territorial waters.

Did North Korea just test missiles capable of hitting the U.S.? Maybe.
The Washington Post
By Anna Fifield
October 26, 2016

North Korea has made no secret of its goal to produce an intercontinental
ballistic missile capable of hitting the United States mainland, giving it the
means to send a nuclear warhead to its archenemy.

Kim Jong Un's rocket scientists are thought to be several years from being able to do this, instead concentrating
on intermediate-range missiles that can reach only as far as Guam.

But now some analysts are asking: Did North Korea just try to launch two long-range missiles?

"We think it is important that people consider the possibility that this was a KN-08 test," said Jeffrey Lewis,
director of the East Asia nonproliferation program at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies at
Monterey in California, referring to the intercontinental ballistic missile, or ICBM, by its technical name.

North Korea conducted two missile tests earlier this month, on Oct. 9 and 19. Both took place at an air base in
Kusong on North Korea's west coast, on the other side of the country from the usual Musudan test site near
Wonsan, on the east coast.

The United States Strategic Command said Wednesday that both tests are "presumed" to be of Musudan missiles,
and South Korean military officials have said the same. The Musudan is technically capable of flying as far as
2,400 miles, putting Guam within range and almost reaching Alaska.

These would mark the seventh and eighth Musudan tests this year. Only one, in June, was a success, flying about
250 miles and reaching a surprisingly high altitude.
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But after poring over satellite photos enhanced with a near infrared band of light, Lewis and his fellow experts at
MIIS think there's an even chance that the launches were of ICBMs.

"We're not fully persuaded that it was a Musudan," Lewis said, noting that Strategic Command, known as
StratCom, twice misidentified three missiles that North Korea launched in September.

"We still think people are being too quick to jump to the conclusion that this was a Musudan. Even if it's only
50/50, being shocked half of the time is still bad," he said.

Looking at before-and-after satellite imagery from Planet Labs, a San Francisco-based imaging company, Lewis
and his colleagues found burn scars after each missile firing, showing where the hot exhaust scorched the
pavement and grass. Near infrared light can discriminate between burned and untouched parts of vegetation.

"The first scar is really big. That is consistent with a catastrophic failure," he said, noting that it was possible that
the explosion damaged the launch vehicle on which it was mounted. "The second burn scar is small, like the
missile flew some distance before whatever went wrong."

These big burn scars are much bigger than what had been seen after Musudan tests, and the fact that they
happened on the other side of the country added to suspicions about the kind of missile being tested.

Other analysts said it is possible, if not probable, that the tests were of ICBMs.

"While this was most likely a Musudan test, the possibility of a KN-08 cannot be ruled out," said John Schilling,
an aerospace engineer who frequently writes about the North's missiles. Schilling expects North Korea's road-
mobile ICBMs to reach operational status early in the next decade — perhaps within five years.

"It seems most likely that the latest test was an attempt to test the Musudan from an operational launch facility
rather than a test facility," he said, explaining the difference in test location.

Although noting that StratCom should be able to distinguish between a Musudan and a much larger ICBM, he also
pointed out that the U.S. agency had misidentified the three missiles launched last month. StratCom first called
them short-range Rodongs, then medium-range Musudans. They turned out to be extended-range Scud missiles.

"I do not place high confidence in their ability to distinguish a KN-08 from a Musudan," Schilling said. "And I do
not think anyone should have high confidence in their ability to predict North Korean behavior regarding missile
testing."

Joseph S. Bermudez Jr., chief analytics officer at AllSource Analysis, a Denver-based consultancy, also said the
likelihood was that the missiles were medium-range Musudans.

"Given their concentration on perfecting the Musudan, I would think they were testing a Musudan," he said,
saying that the test site could have been moved simply to make it harder for intelligence agencies to monitor the
activity.

Although all but one Musudan test has failed, North Korea has shown rapid advances with its missile program this
year. It successfully launched a ballistic missile from a submarine in August and launched what it said was a
satellite in February. That launch was widely considered a cover for an ICBM test.

Japan's Asahi television network, citing an unnamed North Korean military source, reported earlier this month
that Kim had ordered ICBM development to be finished by the end of this year. A spokesman for North Korea's
space agency last week pledged that the state would continue working on its "peaceful" satellite program.

Regardless of whether this latest test was of medium- or long-range missiles, analysts agree that they are cause for
concern.

"What's more concerning is not an individual test or two individual tests, it's that they're approaching their missile
development in a very pragmatic way," Bermudez said.

"What they're doing is exactly right. They are testing, and they are testing often," he said. "This is the way you
really learn how to develop a ballistic missile, and that's what worries me."

In the United States, there is growing recognition of the increased threat posed by North Korea.



James R. Clapper Jr., the director of national intelligence, said Tuesday that the United States had to assume that
North Korea would be able to mount a nuclear warhead on a missile capable of reaching the West Coast of the
United States.

"We ascribe to them the capability to launch a missile that would have a weapon on it to reach parts of the United
States, certainly including Alaska and Hawaii," he said at a speech at the Council on Foreign Relations.

"They could do it. We have to make the worst-case assumption here," he said.

Clapper also said that trying to persuade North Korea to give up its weapons was now probably a "lost cause,"
given that the program was its "ticket to survival."

Earlier this month, Jami Miscik, previously a top analyst at the CIA, warned against underestimating North
Korea's capabilities.

"The fact these rocket launches are failing shouldn't give anyone comfort," she said at Fortune's Most Powerful
Women summit, according to the magazine. "They fail and they fix that thing, and it might fail for another reason,
but they're advancing in terms of their capability."
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Guatemala Indicts Top Ex-Military Men for War Crimes and Rape
TeleSur
October 25, 2016

Guatemala made a new breakthrough Tuesday in the decades-old struggle
for justice for historical crimes against humanity, including systematic
rape, as a court indicted former military chief of staff Manuel Benedicto
Lucas Garcia and four other high-ranking officials on a number of crimes
linked to the 1981 kidnapping and disappearance of 14-year-old boy Marco
Antonio Molina Theissen, including the torture and rape of his sister Emma
Guadeloupe.

In the presence of Marco Antonio and Emma Guadeloupe's mother, Emma Theissen de Molina, in the criminal
court, Judge Victor Herrera Rios announced that all five former top military men were involved in crimes against
humanity, forced disappearance, and aggravated rape.

Lucas Garcia, the brother of former dictator Romero Lucas Garcia and the four others accused - former
commanders Francisco Luis Gordillo and Edilberto Letona and former military intelligence agents Hugo Ramiro
Zaldaña and Manuel Antonio Callejas - have been in pre-trial detention since being arrested in January.

Initially, only four were linked to the case. Lucas Garcia - currently facing prosecution along with several other
former military officers for the disappearance of at least 558 civilians between 1981 and 1988 - was added when
additional charges were announced in August for charges related to his role overseeing counterinsurgency strategy
at the time that Emma Guadeloupe was detained and Marco Antonio was disappeared.

In Tuesday's hearing, the judge established that Lucas Garcia's role as military chief of staff from 1978 to 1982
held him responsible for the actions of the military brigade under his command in Quetzaltenango, where Molina
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Theissen was kidnapped in 1981. In that year, Gordilla and Letona were first and second in command,
respectively, of the Quetzaltenango army unit, while Zaldaña was the intelligence official to the chief of staff and
Callejas was in charge of intelligence at the Quetzaltenango base.

The indictments in the Molina Theissen case are a step toward clarifying the historical truth in brutal crimes
carried out at the hands of the military during Guatemala's bloody 36-year civil war.

In 1981, Emma Guadeloupe, a young activist at the time with the Patriotic Worker Youth, was detained at a
military checkpoint for being in possession of items deemed political propaganda. She had previously been
detained, tortured and raped by the military officials five years earlier in an incident that saw her boyfriend and
two other students killed at the hands of the army.

Intelligence agent Zaldaña, one of the five indicted, was in charge of the checkpoint where Emma Guadeloupe was
arrested in 1981. The young leftist - following in the footsteps of other dissidents in her family targeted for
speaking out against the military regime - was locked up at the military base in Quetzaltenango.

She managed to run away from the military base nine days later, but the army swiftly retaliated. Just days after
her escape, suspected military intelligence agents dressed in plain clothes stormed the Thiessen Molina home,
beating the mother and kidnapping 14-year-old Marco Antonio. The family never saw him again.

According to the Washington Office on Latin America, the Molina Theissen family's attorney has warned that the
high-ranking positions of the accused - along with the fact that some of them have been implicated in organized
crime operations - raises a risk of witness intimidation and other forms of obstruction of justice in the case,
leading him to urge authorities to deny the accused alternative measures.

The Inter-American Court of Human Rights found the Guatemalan state guilty in the Molina Theissen
disappearance in 2004, opening the door to a decade-long investigation in hopes of prosecuting the masterminds
behind the heinous crimes.

Earlier this year, a landmark sexual slavery trial in Guatemala sentenced two former soldiers to 120 and 240 years
in jail and established that rape was systematically used by the military as a weapon of war under the
dictatorships. It was the first case of wartime sexual abuse prosecuted in the Central American country, raising
hopes among human rights defenders that it could set a precedent for other cases of systematic rape.

The five accused will continue to be held in preventative detention.

Makers of Agent Orange to be tried for 'war crimes' by a people's tribunal
Southeast Asia Globe
By Euan Black
October 13, 2016

Monsanto, the controversial US agricultural corporation, will be tried by a
non-legally binding tribunal on Saturday, 50 years after it was
commissioned by the US army to produce the lethal herbicide Agent Orange
for use in the Vietnam War.

The proceedings in The Hague will attempt to unpick Monsanto's complicity in war crimes during the conflict and
its alleged perpetration of 'ecocide', or widespread destruction of the environment.

Named after the orange-striped barrels in which it was shipped, Agent Orange was used to destroy forest cover
used by North Vietnamese and Vietcong troops, as well as the crops that fed them.

Evidence has since linked its use to causing a slew of physical deformities and mental disorders. The Vietnam Red
Cross reports that 3 million Vietnamese have been affected by Agent Orange and 150,000 children have suffered
birth defects as a consequence of exposure to the toxic defoliant.

Glyphosate, a component in Monsanto's "Roundup" herbicide, the most widely used in the world, is also linked to
birth defects, according to Jeffrey Smith, author of Seeds of Deception. The herbicide accompanies the use of
Monsanto's genetically modified (GM) seeds that the company is promoting, via its subsidiary Dekalb Vietnam, in
Vietnam today.

Smith told The Diplomat in November 2014 that "this evidence is found in Monsanto's own research, as well as
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experience today in Argentina and other countries where populations are experiencing a skyrocketing of birth
defects when exposed to this dangerous weed killer".

Then-agriculture minister Cao Duc Phat told a local newspaper in 2010 that he had "sent a letter to Monsanto
asking them to bring their seeds to Vietnam" because "GMOs are a scientific achievement of humankind, and
Vietnam needs to embrace them as soon as possible."

Do Hai Linh, from the Vietnamese environmental NGO People and Nature Reconciliation, said Monsanto had
crept back into Vietnam under the guise of promoting "biotechnology" and "environmentally-friendly agriculture".

"Many of us were amazed and disappointed that Monsanto and their genetically modified organism business were
accepted into the country so easily, given their direct involvement in the catastrophic Agent Orange campaign and
given that the use of GMO seeds is still a controversial debate with inconclusive explanations," Linh said.

According to the tribunal's website, it hopes to establish whether Monsanto committed ecocide - defined by the
tribunal "as causing serious damage or destroying the environment, so as to significantly and durably alter the
global commons or ecosystem services upon which certain human groups rely" - and, in so doing, to set an
international precedent for the prosecution of the crime and to encourage the International Criminal Court (ICC)
to include the crime in the Rome Statute.

Thirty witnesses and experts from five continents will testify before five internationally renowned judges about the
environmental destruction allegedly sown by Monsanto.

ICC lawyer Fergal Gaynor said people power had previously brought about the inclusion of new crimes into the
Rome Statute, citing the ICC's decision in 1998 to recognise forced pregnancy as a crime against humanity.

"The ICC definitely is open to NGOs making further suggestions for how crimes should be developed, but it is
important to realise that any new crime has got to be approved by two-thirds of the member states," he said.

The tribunal hopes that its findings could serve as platform for a future case against Monsanto at the ICC, having
been encouraged by the court's announcement last month that it would begin to prioritise crimes that result in the
"destruction of the environment".

But, as it stands, Gaynor argued, the chances of the ICC pursuing a case against Monsanto were "pretty low", for a
number of reasons - chief among them the fact that the crimes Monsanto is accused of committing do not
currently fall within the court's jurisdiction.

"The bottom line is that the Monsanto Tribunal has to define the crime of ecocide very carefully - they have to
show that there is a need for the inclusion of this crime - that Monsanto has committed horrific acts against
communities in various parts of the world that are not covered by any specific crime under the statute but would
be covered by this new crime. If they do this, they might make some headway."

On 12 October, Monsanto issued an open letter in response to the activist-organised trial, which stated that the
tribunal is "not a real dialogue".

"It is a staged event," the letter reads, "a mock trial where anti-agriculture technology and anti-Monsanto critics
play organisers, judge and jury, and where the outcome is pre-determined."

"As this is a stunt staged and supported by the International Foundation for Organic Agriculture (IFOAM) - an
umbrella organisation of organic farming organisations, and their associates such as Navdanya and others who are
fundamentally opposed to modern agriculture - we will not participate."

The judges' final advisory opinions are expected to be issued on 10 December.

Appeals Court Revives Lawsuit by Abu Ghraib Inmates
ABC News
By Matthew Barakat
October 21, 2016

A federal appeals court on Friday reinstated a lawsuit filed by four former
inmates of Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison, who say they were tortured by civilian
military contractors.
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The lawsuit, which has now been bounced between courts for eight years, had most recently been tossed out after
a judge ruled the allegations could not be litigated in the judicial system. U.S. District Judge Gerald Bruce Lee
reasoned that the lawsuit would improperly require second-guessing military leaders in a war zone, making it a
"political question" that is off limits for the judiciary.

On Friday, though, the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond ruled unanimously that any unlawful acts
committed by contractors could be subject to judicial scrutiny, even if they were doing so under the direct control
of the military.

The court sent the case back to Judge Lee in Alexandria for further review. But Lee, in a one-page order issued
Friday, recused himself for the case. No reason was given. Another judge will be appointed.

"We recognize that the legal issues presented in this case are indisputably complex, but we nevertheless cannot
abdicate our judicial role in such cases. Nor will we risk weakening prohibitions under United States and
international law against torture and war crimes by questioning the justiciability of a case merely because the case
involves the need to define such terms," wrote Judge Barbara Milano Keenan, in an opinion joined by judges
Henry Floyd and Stephanie Thacker. All three judges were appointed by President Obama.

The inmates say they were tortured during interrogations led by civilian contractors from Arlington-based CACI
Premier Technology, Inc.

CACI has long denied wrongdoing. On Friday, the company said in a statement: "We'll proceed with our
expectation unchanged: exoneration for CACI. Nothing in today's decision changes our view of the ultimate
outcome."

The New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights, which is representing the four Iraqi inmates, praised the
appellate court's decision.

"Today's decision reaffirms the role of the courts to assess illegality, including torture, and we are optimistic this
case will finally move forward and our clients will have their day in court," the center's legal director, Baher Azmy,
said in a statement.

One of the plaintiffs, Salah Hassan, said Friday in a statement: "Today, part of justice was achieved and this is
something wonderful, not only for me and the other plaintiffs, but for all the just causes in the world. ... No doubt
the result will be a white light in the process of justice in the world at the time."

According to the lawsuit, Hassan, who now lives in Qatar, was arrested in November 2003 and sent to Abu Ghraib.
He was released in February 2004 without being charged with a crime. The lawsuit alleges he was beaten, stripped
naked, threatened with dogs and suffered other abuses.

The lawsuit has faced numerous hurdles since it was filed in 2008. In addition to the legal battles, the plaintiffs
have struggled to get their clients into the U.S. for depositions because the government has denied them visas.

Amnesty International: US Coalition Guilty Of War Crimes In Syria
MintPress News
By Jim Carey
October 26, 2016

Amnesty International (AI) has released a new report that studied a
handful of airstrikes carried out by the US led coalition in Syria. The report
painted a picture of coalition strikes similar to the the accusation that
western media has been leveling at Russia and Syria in the past year.

Full investigations were conducted on only eleven of hundreds - possibly thousands - coalition air strikes. Yet,
even with that small of a number investigated, it was found that somewhere around 300 civilians were killed.

Amnesty sent a memorandum to the US Department of Defense (DOD) on September 28th but has not received
any response. The DOD and US Central Command (CENTCOM) ignoring this memo and AI's queries is what
caused AI to publicly release the detailed report of the civilian casualties in Syria.

The evidence for these findings included eyewitness accounts, regional human rights organizations' reports, media
coverage and satellite images of the areas in question. Amnesty has stated that based on this sampling that
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coalition caused civilian deaths could easily top 1,000 since 2014.

One strike alone, from December 7th, 2015 is reported to have killed 40 civilians (including 19 children) in the
initial bombing. After the bombing eyewitnesses also reported that a coalition helicopter gunship returned to the
scene and fired on first responders in the area. So, not only is the US killing civilians, they could be attacking their
own propaganda piece, the White Helmets. The report states that even Kurdish fighters in the area warned the US
that there were civilians in the area.

Amnesty is an objective observer to the conduct of all nations in war zones. They have also accused Russia of war
crimes in the city of Aleppo. The battle for Aleppo has also raised concern with AI as a possible template of what
the current battle for Mosul in Iraq could look like.

AI's Deputy director of research Lynn Maalouf went on record to say :

"It's high time the US authorities came clean about the full extent of the civilian damage caused by coalition
attacks in Syria. Independent and impartial investigations must be carried out into any potential violations of
international humanitarian law and the findings should be made public."

Maalouf worried that if coalition operations such as the retaking of Manbij, Syria - which resulted in 200 civilian
deaths - are an indicator of future operations, then the death toll in Mosul could be catastrophic.

This past month, the US has come out in favor of holding Russia accountable for war crimes in Syria but as stated
above, they refuse to even answer questions concerning their own. Nobody is innocent in the war in Syria and
civilian deaths are being caused by all the sides in the conflict. If the US were truly the moral arbiter they claim to
be than it would behoove them to take responsibility for the death and destruction they're causing.
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Vatican's Argentina archives ready to be shown to victims of dictatorship crimes
The Guardian
October 25, 2016

The Vatican and Argentina's bishops have finished cataloguing their
archives from the country's dictatorship era, and will soon make them
available to victims and their relatives who have long accused the church of
complicity with the military rulers.

A joint statement on Tuesday said the process of digitizing the archives had been completed and that procedures
to access the information would be forthcoming. No date was set, and the opening for now is restricted to victims,
detainees, their relatives and the religious superiors of victims who were priests or nuns.

Official estimates say about 13,000 people were killed or disappeared in a government-sponsored crackdown on
leftist dissidents during Argentina's 1976-1983 dictatorship. Human rights activists believe the real number was as
high as 30,000.

The statement said the decision to open the church's archives was taken at the express direction of Pope Francis,
"in the service of truth, justice and peace".

Francis - then the Rev Jorge Mario Bergoglio - was the young Jesuit superior in Argentina during the military
dictatorship, making his decision to open the archives all the more remarkable.

Many senior clerics were close to Argentina's military rulers at the time and human rights groups have accused
them of complicity with the regime.
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Francis himself had been criticized for not speaking out publicly about the atrocities, but he has also been credited
with saving the lives of more than two dozen people, giving them sanctuary in his seminary and helping spirit
them out of the country.

He had pledged to open the archives when pressed by relatives of Argentina's desaparecidos, or disappeared,
particularly the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, mothers of the disappeared.

The documents concern archives held in the Vatican secretariat of state, the Vatican's Buenos Aires embassy and
the Argentinian bishops' conference. Most would normally never be made public, and in the case of the Vatican
archives, they would only become available to academics starting around 2075.

The Vatican spokesman, Greg Burke, stressed that for now the archives would only be open to victims and their
relatives, not academics. He suggested that a broader opening could come later.

Critics have argued that Francis was complicit in the terror campaign because of his public silence about the
atrocities around him when he was in a position of authority within the Jesuit order.

But several books published since his election as pope have asserted that his public silence actually enabled him to
save more lives, using back channels to create a logistical network to save those who had been targeted for
elimination by the military.

Activists say the church has yet to fully apologize for its human rights record, identify those responsible for the
many violations the church knew about at the time, or lead Argentina's justice system to bodies and to people who
were stolen as babies from their birth families. Francis has said that when he ran Argentina's bishops conference
in the 1990s, no such evidence existed in church files.

The Vatican archives might yield information of more political interest. At the time of the regime, the Holy See
was headed by the anti-communist Polish pope John Paul II, who later would launch a crackdown on the
liberation theology that inspired many priests and religious sisters to side with the poor and oppressed across the
continent.

The most damning accusation against Francis himself is that as the military junta took over in 1976, he withdrew
his support for two slum priests whose activist colleagues in the liberation theology movement were disappearing.
The priests were then kidnapped and tortured at the Navy Mechanics School, which the junta used as a
clandestine prison.

Francis said he had told the priests - Orlando Yorio and Francisco Jalics - to give up their slum work for their own
safety, and they refused.

He testified as part of a human rights trial in 2010 that to save them, he persuaded another priest to fake an illness
so that he could hold a private mass for dictator Jorge Videla and personally plead for the Jesuits' release. They
were set free in October 1976, left drugged and blindfolded in a field.

Yorio, who is now dead, later accused Francis of in effect delivering them to the death squads by declining to
publicly endorse their work. But Jalics has said he and Francis have reconciled and that he considers the matter
closed.

Francis's decision to open the church's archives raises the question of whether he will do the same elsewhere in
Latin America, where some members of the church and Vatican hierarchy were seen as being aligned with
rightwing military dictatorships that targeted leftists in El Salvador, Chile, Nicaragua and elsewhere, even while
fellow priests were being targeted.

It also raises the question of when the Vatican will open its archives into its second world war-era pope, Pius XII,
long criticized by Jewish groups as having stayed silent in the face of the Holocaust.

The Vatican usually waits 70 years after the end of a pontificate to open its archives. But it has been under
pressure to accelerate the Pius catalogue so the documents can be made public before the generation of Holocaust
survivors dies.

Asked if the Argentinian exception to the 70-year rule set a precedent for the Pius archives, Burke said to wait and
see, suggesting a development was expected in the not-too-distant future.



Colombia's opposition wants to modify peace deal - with a scalpel, not a hammer
The Washington Post
By Nick Miroff
October 13, 2016

Ten days after voters in Colombia rejected their government's peace deal
with leftist FARC rebels, the country's main opposition party has published
proposals that would modify the agreement but leave significant portions
intact.

At first glance, the proposals by the Democratic Center party of former president Álvaro Uribe appear to reflect
relatively modest changes to the deal and may raise hopes that Colombia can avert a return to war.

The biggest modifications would scrap plans under the accord to establish a special justice system to prosecute
leaders of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, who are guilty of serious crimes and bar them
from holding public office. But the changes would not require rebel commanders to go to prison or take away a
guarantee of 10 seats in Colombia's Congress through 2026 for the rebels' future political party.

"Considering that 'No' voters have rejected the Accord and have called for substantial corrections, our country
should consider the possibility of a major national coalition to recognize the will of the voters and act on it," reads
the 26-page document, "Foundations for a National Peace Accord," which was delivered this week to President
Juan Manuel Santos.

Santos, who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday for his effort to end his country's 52-year conflict, has
yet to respond formally to the proposals, but he has pledged to recalibrate the deal to make it more palatable to
critics.

Tens of thousands of Colombians have marched through the streets in recent days demanding a political
compromise to save the accord.

Many Colombians were worried that Uribe and other opponents would condition their support for a reworked deal
by making demands that FARC leaders would find unacceptable, thus risking a return to hostilities when a cease-
fire expires Oct. 31.

But the opposition's proposed modifications - especially if viewed as an opening move to a new stage of
negotiations - do not read like deal-breakers.

"The technical tone of most of these proposals is a relief," said Adam Isacson, a senior associate at the Washington
Office on Latin America with a focus on Colombia. "Most of it is pretty moderate and not fundamentally changing
the accord."

Whether FARC commanders will see it that way remains to be seen, and they are waiting to find out which
elements of the proposed changes will be assimilated by the government for a new phase of talks.

FARC commanders say they remain committed to ending the war. But they may bristle at other changes proposed
by Uribe's party that would undermine their most prized victories, especially a government commitment to bring
roads and social services to long-neglected rural areas.

Uribe and his party insist that those projects must be reconciled with the fiscal realities of a slowing economy and
should not threaten large landowners and agribusiness.

The most significant proposed changes to the accord relate to what many Colombians view as its most
controversial element: the prosecution of FARC members accused of terrorism, kidnapping and other war crimes.

Rather than establish a separate judiciary, the opposition proposal would create special tribunals within
Colombia's existing court system. Under this proposal, by fully confessing their crimes and paying reparations to
victims, FARC leaders could serve five-to-eight-year terms on work farms, avoiding prison. But those convicted of
atrocities would not be eligible to run for office.

The proposed modifications would open the tribunals to members of the security forces convicted of rights abuses
and other crimes over the course of the war and afford them preferential treatment.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/colombias-opposition-wants-to-modify-peace-deal--with-a-scalpel-not-a-hammer/2016/10/13/542d11d8-9157-11e6-bc00-1a9756d4111b_story.html


Ordinary FARC soldiers who are not guilty of major crimes or drug trafficking would be eligible for amnesty, an
offer that would probably apply to the vast majority of the rebel group's 5,800 fighters and perhaps thousands
more civilian supporters and militia members.

Santos and Uribe deadlocked over Colombia peace process
Colombia Reports
By Adriaan Alsema
October 20, 2016

Colombia President Juan Manuel Santos and his predecessor, former
President Alvaro Uribe, seem deadlocked in talks that seek to unfreeze a
peace process with Marxist FARC guerrillas turned down in a referendum
earlier this month.

The president and his predecessor are mainly deadlocked about the transitional justice system agreed with the
FARC as part of the deal that was rejected by Colombia's voters in a referendum earlier this month.

According to Uribe, Colombia never suffered an armed conflict, but a prolonged fight against "narcoterrorists."

Consequently, Colombia should let the country's normal justice system deal try the tens of thousands of war
crimes and other crimes against humanity committed during the 52-year-long armed conflict, Uribe proposed last
week.

But Santos immediately made clear he wouldn't even discuss such profound changes to the deal that took his
administration more than five years to negotiate.

"Those who claim there never was an armed conflict, that there never was a war, and that consequently neither
international humanitarian law nor transitional justice that have been created precisely to help resolve armed
conflicts can be applied" have made "absolutely unfeasible" proposals, the president said Wednesday at a judicial
summit.

While Uribe has consistently refused to be rushed, Santos repeated that Thursday is the last day he will accept
proposals in order to "very soon!" resolve the crisis that followed the referendum.

The deadlock between the two political rivals is a major problem for both, and even more so for Colombians living
in conflict areas.

Santos is legally allowed to ignore the barely attended referendum and send the disapproved peace deal for
ratification to either Congress or the Council of Municipalities, but this is likely to only reduce popular support for
the peace process, which in turn would negatively affect the country's prospects for peace.

Uribe's persistent hard-line approach is also risky. The former president is already investigated by the Prosecutor
General's Office and the National Electoral Council for using disinformation to coerce voters, which is an crime in
Colombia.

Santos has already divided opposition leaders into groups and - while talks with Uribe seem stuck - negotiations
with other sectors are making progress.

With a Nobel Peace prize around his neck, and victim organizations and the United Nations urging a quick
resolve, Santos could make compromises with minority groups other than Uribe and propose a renewed peace
deal to Congress or the public, which would allow him to ignore his predecessor and his demand entirely.

Meanwhile, the situation in the countryside where most the violence has taken place is tense as both the military
and the FARC are upholding a provisional bilateral ceasefire and rivals of the FARC could move in rebel territory
to assume control.

Also, the FARC's leadership may have committed itself to upholding the peace deal, but the group's guerrillas
currently stuck in the jungles and could run out of provisions, which increases the chance of dissent or the
desertion to other groups.

[back to contents]

http://colombiareports.com/santos-uribe-deadlocked-colombia-peace-process/


TOPICS

Truth and Reconciliation Commission

'Gukurahundi the focus of reconciliation commission'
The Chronicle
By Auxilia Katongomara
October 13, 2016

The mandate of the National Peace and Reconciliation Commission is to
deal with the scars of the post-independence disturbances in the Midlands
and Matabeleland provinces to address their after effects so that the
victims can move on with their lives, Acting President Cde Phelekezela
Mphoko, said yesterday.

Cde Mphoko said President Mugabe had expressed regret about the disturbances which he described as a
"moment of madness" and what was left was to address the scars left by that period.

The Acting President said this at the funeral service of the late former Speaker of Parliament and chairperson of
the National Peace and Reconciliation Commission, Cde Cyril Enoch Ndebele, in Bulawayo.

Cde Mphoko said the Commission, which was working on the Reconciliation Bill, was intent on addressing issues
of birth and death certificates for victims of the disturbances. "There were others who were saying there are people
who were beaten in 2008 but we said no, we've a bigger issue of Gukurahundi that we must resolve," said Acting
President Mphoko.

"After the commissioning, I told him (Ndebele) that the situation we have here in Zimbabwe didn't start with us,
because I am Vice President and you are chairman. It's very old; my predecessors Cdes (Joshua) Nkomo, Msika,
John Nkomo also encountered it. I want us to prioritise our work; I don't want us to be brought down by certain
arguments.

"There is an issue that people are talking about that the President must apologise for Gukurahundi. And I said I
don't want to handle it that way ngoba ababekhona kuqala o Nkomo handled it differently".

Acting President Mphoko said by describing the disturbances as an act of madness, President Mugabe had
accepted responsibility.

"I said I wanted us to start here; the President spoke about Gukurahundi as an act of madness, and it was an
acceptance of responsibility.

"He didn't stop there. He formed a three-men committee led by the late Mabhena, to look into this matter. It
didn't succeed. They started talking of compensation and didn't go anywhere," said Acting President Mphoko.

"The President insisted that a Parliamentary committee for National Healing be constituted, that is commitment
on the matter and we elected Ndebele as its chairperson. We then talked about the issue and we resolved to look at
the scars of Gukurahundi, we then identified, one, the issue of birth certificates."

He said the issue of birth certificates was of top priority and Cde Ndebele and his team were working on that.

"We have children and some adults who did not have particulars in Lupane, Nkayi and some parts of the Midlands
who are not going to school because they do not have identity documents. We must make sure that these children
and adults get birth certificates and death certificates and thirdly we make sure that reconciliation brings
empowerment and we agreed that it's how we were going to do it," said the Acting President who described Cde
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Ndebele as a hard-working and principled man.

He said he nominated Cde Ndebele ahead of Mr Ambrose Moyo whom the President had picked to be chairperson
of the Commission because he was part of the legal team at the Lancaster House Agreement talks and was a peace
builder.

Acting President Mphoko explained that Cde Ndebele was not accorded hero status as his home province did not
make a request.

"When I called the President, he asked if there was a request for hero status and I told him none had been made. I
then asked for a state assisted funeral and he agreed," he said.

Cde Ndebele was buried at his Denver Farm on the outskirts of Bulawayo yesterday afternoon. Speakers described
Cde Ndebele as a frank and principled man.

His son Vusisizwe described his father as a principled man who was a fountain of knowledge.

Among the mourners were Cdes Naison Khutshwekhaya Ndlovu, Cde Tshinga Dube, Cde Angeline Masuku, Cde
Joshua Malinga, former Bulawayo deputy Mayor Amen Mpofu, former Attorney General Sobuza Gula-Ndebele,
former Nust Pro Vice Chancellor Professor Clever Nyathi, Bulawayo Provincial Administrator Mrs Khonzani
Ncube and former NRZ chairman Engineer Alvord Mabena.

Speaker of Parliament, Advocate Jacob Mudenda, in a speech read on his behalf by Cde Masuku, paid tribute to
Cde Ndebele for the development he brought to Parliament.

Cde Ndebele is credited for introducing committees that supervise the executive.

Deputy Chairperson of the NPRC, Mrs Lillian Chigwedere, said the commission had lost a father figure and a pillar
of strength.

"We were indeed robbed of a wise man of high integrity, full of wealth in peace building. His absence will be
greatly felt," said Mrs Chigwedere.

Professor Clever Nyathi gave a rich eulogy about Cde Ndebele.

Cde Ndebele passed on last Friday at Mater Dei Hospital before he could be airlifted to Harare.

A family member Mr J M Sibanda said after the arrival of an Airforce of Zimbabwe helicopter, his condition
deteriorated and he could not be ⌀⌅own to Harare and passed on the following morning.

After the burial of Cde Ndebele, Cde Mphoko proceeded to Cde Absalom Sikhosana's home in Nkulumane to
mourn the death of his wife.

Cde Sikhosana's wife, Monica Charity Mguni, died on Monday after suffering a stroke.

Cde Mphoko said the best consoler is the Lord and urged residents and party members to work hard to alleviate
poverty.

Mrs Laurinda Mphoko, the Acting President's wife, donated $150 and groceries that include mealie meal, cooking
oil, sugar among other basics to the Sikhosana family.

18 types of reparation schemes proposed for war-era crimes
The Himalayan Times
By Lekhanath Pandey
October 15, 2016

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission has prepared reparation guideline
suggesting various compensation and reparation schemes for victims of the
Maoist insurgency.

The guideline, which is currently under review among TRC office bearers, has proposed 18 reparation schemes for
families and dependents in murder cases.

http://thehimalayantimes.com/nepal/18-types-reparation-schemes-proposed-war-era-crimes/


Schemes for murder cases include financial support to the victims' families for free education, vocational training,
and soft-loans and residential and other facilities such as psychological counselling.

Likewise, public apology from head of state/government or responsible persons from the conflicting parties,
declaration of Martyrs' Day in the name of the victims, naming local infrastructure after the victims etc have also
been proposed so that it would help heal the wounds of crime victims.

The guideline will be finalised once the TRC endorses it.

TRC has sub-classified murder incidents into 16 categories in terms of the nature, circumstances, contexts and
methods of the killing.

"We have yet to decide whether to suggest providing all reparation packages or only some of the proposed
schemes in each conflict-era murder case," said TRC member Madhabi Bhatta, who had coordinated a seven-
member guideline drafting panel.

The draft was submitted for detailed review at the TRC last week.

Different reparation packages have been suggested in six other types of war-era crimes comprising abduction,
maiming, torture, rape and sexual violence, seizure of property and forcible eviction and displacement.

These packages include financial support for soft-loan, free health service, free education, employment
opportunity and public apology from senior responsible persons in the conflict.

"These reparations are not proposed as an option to due legal proceedings and action against alleged perpetrators
of the crimes," Bhatta told The Himalayan Times.

"It is rather an effort to provide some support and facilities to the victims or their dependents," she said.

The proposed guideline, however, has not mentioned the ceiling on financial packages or duration of free
education, limit of soft-loan or other technical details of the proposed reparation packages.

A TRC official stated that such aspects would be incorporated after a review of the draft by TRC members and
other concerned parties, including representatives of conflict victims.

Meanwhile, stating the limitation of time for preparing the guideline, the panel has sought three months to map
out details of all proposed reparation schemes, with due inputs from the victims' side.

What does reconciliation mean to you?
CBC News
By Lenard Monkman
October 19, 2016

It's been a year since the Truth and Reconciliation Commission released its
final report, offering 94 calls to action - a general handbook on how to
achieve reconciliation within Canada.

But what is reconciliation? What does it mean to Canadians?

CBC recently brought five people from the Winnipeg area together to share their ideas for reconciliation and how
move forward in this country. Here they are in their own words.

Ivana Yellowback

Being an Indigenous person in Canada, reconciliation is the treaties, honouring and acknowledging our treaties.
The reason I say "our" is because it's all of ours. Our communities are sovereign, distinct nations. We are not
minorities, we are Indigenous nations. Our nations made an agreement with Canada on a nation-to-nation basis.
These were peace and friendship treaties. In these treaties, we did not cede our lands. These are still our
territories, these are still our lands.

With those territories, there were agreements placed.

To talk about reconciliation, it means to learn about those treaties depending on what territory you are on.

http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/what-does-reconciliation-mean-mb-1.3803617


The Canadian education system does not talk about the treaties.

Canada is an honourable nation, and we need to keep our promises and keep that respect.

Warda Ahmed

As someone from a community that is fairly new to Canada, it means for me that I need to learn about the history
of Canada, and what happened to Indigenous peoples.

I need to continuously learn from the people rather than learn from books and institutions. I need to make sure
that my people, from my ancestral country, as well as other Muslim community newcomers, would learn about it
along the way. I need to make sure that the message goes across correctly. And then I need to make sure that we
are standing next to Indigenous peoples while they're doing this work to make sure reconciliation is happening
properly.

So I hold a responsibility of two ways - to educate myself and my community, and do the work of standing next to
Indigenous people to make sure that reconciliation happens, according to their rights.

Maya Nabigon

The term reconciliation … is the healing of two nations coming together to find common ground and to move
forward on any difficulties they have had.

When I think about reconciliation, as an Indigenous woman, I feel like the term has been used to pacify people.
It's thrown around loosely. It kind of troubles me, and makes me realize that there's a lot of work to do on our end
as Indigenous people. But I see it, I see the youth coming up and it makes me so proud. In order for us to stand as
a nation and to reconcile, we need to be strong in who we are and with our identity,

Education is important. People always refer to education being the new buffalo. We need to educate ourselves and
be ready.

Alexa Potashnik

I like the notion of self-determination. When you rob a nation of their cultural identity for generations, then that
leaves a present impact. When I hear reconciliation in modern social discourse, it often gets thrown around. I
don't think it's approached with authenticity or cultural sensitivity.

We're in a time where we're seeing the aftermath of residential schools. What I really hope is that it addresses the
modern genocide that Indigenous peoples are still going through today.

I like that our prime minister is addressing things like missing and murdered Indigenous women, but it's still
happening.

Reconciliation is not hiding our past, because if you do, you're bound to repeat it.

If you're going to try to address such a damaging effect on what you did to people for generations, then you have to
start with raw dialogue and make people feel uncomfortable.

Craig Adolphe

Right now, when people are talking about reconciliation, I see it as a bit of a moment for Indigenous people to
define themselves or redefine themselves to the broader public. Not just for them [the public]

, but for themselves too.

I'm Métis, my experience is pretty different than other people's. I use the term Aboriginal to identify myself. But
the term Indigenous, there's a political element to it, in terms of reclamation of identity and being a part of an
international movement, and I never saw myself as a part of that.

Ahmad Moussa

As a Palestinian, we are Indigenous people, but my presence on this territory means I'm still part of the system
that is colonizing Indigenous people.



I have a responsibility as an individual and as an outsider of this territory. My role is that I stand beside the
Indigenous people of this territory. Their struggle is to restore and recover their right to self-determination. It
starts with respect. Respect has not been the essence of the relationship between Indigenous peoples and the state.

What we need to do as individuals is to respect Indigenous peoples of this territory - respect their beliefs, their
cultures, their way of life, and to stand behind them as they recover that right. That to me is reconciliation.

State of crisis' in northern Sask. highlights Truth and Reconciliation calls to action
CBC News
By Courtney Markewich
October 22, 2016

Indigenous leaders are hopeful that progress may finally be made on the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission's calls to action regarding Indigenous
health.

A spotlight has been put on Indigenous health care - especially mental health supports - following the suicides of
four girls in northern Saskatchewan.

Three girls, aged 12 to 14, took their own lives in the span of four days. Those girls were from Stanley Mission and
La Ronge. Then this week, a 10-year-old girl from Deschambault Lake committed suicide.

"Yes, that's our trigger," said Ted Quewezance, former chief of the Keeseekoose First Nation, of the push to have
the calls to action addressed. "'Cause nothing's changed since this crisis in Attawapiskat, nothing's changed up
there. In Cross Lake, nothing has changed. [In] Saskatchewan, nothing has changed. Nothing is going to change
until the engagement process of our First Nations' leaders."

Seven of the 94 calls to action from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission directly addressed the health of
Indigenous people.

Following the release of the report, Quewezance made it his mandate to have those calls addressed.

"The status quo is not an option," Quewezance said, adding that emergency responses following suicides in
northern Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario haven't done enough for the long term.

As was said in the calls to action, Quewezance said Indigenous people need to be involved in determining changes
to Indigenous health care.

"Who better knows the needs of our people?"

Quewezance said traction is being made now that bands in northern Saskatchewan, Ontario and Manitoba have
formed an alliance to work together.

On Thursday, Saskatchewan's Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations (FSIN) said its communities are facing
"a state of crisis." FSIN Chief Bobby Cameron is calling for a face-to-face meeting with Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau on the issue.

A statement from the prime minister's office on Friday said the minister of health and the minister of Indigenous
and northern affairs are in regular communication with the leaders of the communities where the suicides
happened. However, it said there are currently no plans for a meeting with the prime minister.

The calls for action regarding health from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report are as follows:

18. We call upon the federal, provincial, territorial, and Aboriginal governments to acknowledge that the current
state of Aboriginal health in Canada is a direct result of previous Canadian government policies, including
residential schools, and to recognize and implement the health-care rights of Aboriginal people as identified in
international law, constitutional law, and under the Treaties.

19. We call upon the federal government, in consultation with Aboriginal peoples, to establish measurable goals to
identify and close the gaps in health outcomes between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities, and to
publish annual progress reports and assess long-term trends.

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/truth-and-reconcilliation-health-northern-sask-1.3817073


20. In order to address the jurisdictional disputes concerning Aboriginal people who do not reside on reserves, we
call upon the federal government to recognize, respect, and address the distinct health needs of the Métis, Inuit,
and off-reserve Aboriginal peoples.

21. We call upon the federal government to provide sustainable funding for existing and new Aboriginal healing
centres to address the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual harms caused by residential schools, and to
ensure that the funding of healing centres in Nunavut and the Northwest Territories is a priority.

22. We call upon those who can effect change within the Canadian health-care system to recognize the value of
Aboriginal healing practices and use them in the treatment of Aboriginal patients in collaboration with Aboriginal
healers and Elders where requested by Aboriginal patients.

23. We call upon all levels of government to: increase the number of Aboriginal professionals working in the
health-care field, ensure the retention of Aboriginal health-care providers in Aboriginal communities and provide
cultural competency training for all health-care professionals.

24. We call upon medical and nursing schools in Canada to require all students to take a course dealing with
Aboriginal health issues, including the history and legacy of residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, and Indigenous teachings and practices.

[back to contents]
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Kabul shrine attack kills Shia Muslims during Ashura
BBC News
October 11, 2016

At least 14 people have been killed in an attack on a shrine in the Afghan
capital, Kabul as Shia Muslims prepared for a religious day of mourning.

A crowd had gathered at the Karte Sakhi shrine for Ashura, a commemoration of the martyrdom of Hussein, a
grandson of the Prophet Muhammad.

No group has claimed responsibility.

Meanwhile, hundreds of Afghan troops have been deployed to drive Taliban fighters from the capital of Helmand
province, Lashkar Gah, in the south.

Militants have been pushed back to the outskirts of Lashkar Gah, a strategically important city, local officials told
the BBC.

Lashkar Gah is reportedly in lock down with only a few shops open and many families trying to flee the fighting.

Schools and universities across Helmand have been closed indefinitely.

The new assault is the Taliban's most concerted push yet into the city.

The attack in Kabul happened in one of the city's largest shrines.

One of the dead was a police officer, a spokesperson for the Ministry of the Interior said.

Sediq Sediqqi said police special forces who responded to the scene found and killed only one gunman. Initial
reports said three attackers were involved.

An eyewitness said the attacker was dressed in a police uniform.

The death of Hussein, which is commemorated during Ashura, was an event that led to the split in Islam into two
main sects - Sunni and Shia Muslims.

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-37621502


The government had warned of possible attacks during the day.

An attack in July, claimed by so-called Islamic State, killed 80 people, but before then Afghanistan had not seen
the same level of violence against Shia Muslims as neighbouring Pakistan.

Shia Muslims make up about 15% of Afghanistan's population, and many of them come from the Hazara ethnic
group.

Narendra Modi labels Pakistan 'mothership of terrorism'
The Guardian
By Jon Boone
October 16, 2016

Narendra Modi has sought to further ratchet up international pressure on
Pakistan by urging leaders from major developing nations to stand
together against the "mothership of terrorism".

In a barely concealed reference to Pakistan, the Indian prime minister accused his country's neighbour of
promoting terrorism. "Tragically the mothership of terrorism is a country in India's neighbourhood," Modi told a
gathering in India of the heads of governments of the Brics countries - Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa.

"Terror modules around the world are linked to this mothership," he said. "This country shelters not just
terrorists. It nurtures a mindset. A mindset that loudly proclaims that terrorism is justified for political gains. It is
a mindset we strongly condemn. And against which we as Brics need to stand and act together. Brics must speak
in one voice against this threat."

Sunday's meeting in the Indian state of Goa was attended by the president of Russia, Vladimir Putin, and the
president of China, Xi Jinping.

Modi's Hindu nationalist government has hardened its stance against Pakistan since a September attack on a
military base in Uri that killed 19 soldiers. India firmly blames the attack on Pakistan-based jihadis - a charge
Islamabad denies. The attack prompted India to launch what it said were a series of cross-border "surgical strikes"
on "terror launch pads."

India has also moved to isolate Pakistan at a time when Islamabad is struggling to focus international attention on
months of civil unrest in the India-controlled half of Kashmir, a Himalayan region that the two countries have
contested since independence in 1947.

Last month India successfully encouraged Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Bhutan to boycott the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation summit that was due to be hosted in Islamabad in November.

All the Brics countries condemned recent terror attacks in a "Goa declaration" released to mark the end of the
summit, but did not mention Pakistan by name. "We strongly condemn terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations and stressed that there can be no justification whatsoever for any acts of terrorism, whether based
upon ideological, religious, political, racial, ethnic or any other reasons," the statement said.

China is one of Pakistan's closest allies and has committed to investing $46bn (£38bn) in infrastructure projects
in the country. Although analysts say Beijing is uncomfortable with Pakistan's alleged sponsorship of jihadi
groups, China has not joined in the international chorus of condemnation.

This month China once again blocked Indian-led moves to include Masood Azhar, the head of a Pakistan based
militant organisation, on the UN's official terrorism sanctions list. Azhar's Jaish-e-Mohammad group was blamed
by India for a deadly attack on India's Pathankot airbase in January which killed seven military personnel.
Although Pakistan did launch a limited crackdown on the group it said it had not been able to find evidence
linking Azhar to the Pathankot attack.

Kansas men face life in prison for alleged terrorist plot against Somali immigrants
The Guardian
By Tom Dart
October 17, 2016

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/16/narendra-modi-mothership-of-terrorism-pakistan-brics-goa
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/oct/17/kansas-terrorism-plot-somali-immigrants-trial


Three men accused of plotting a "bloodbath" of Somali immigrants in a
small Kansas town in order to provoke a religious war appeared in court on
Monday and were ordered to remain in custody.

Patrick Stein, Curtis Allen and Gavin Wright are suspected of planning a domestic terrorist attack to destroy an
apartment complex that is home to about 120 Somali people in Garden City.

The men were charged last week with conspiring to use a weapon of mass destruction and face up to life in prison
if convicted.

Since February, the FBI has conducted an investigation into a small anti-government, anti-immigrant, anti-
Muslim militia group in south-west Kansas called the Crusaders, according to the criminal complaint.

The trio met on 14 August and decided they would blow up the complex with four explosive-laden vehicles - one
on each corner - because a large Somali community lives there and uses one of the apartments as a mosque, the
complaint alleged.

Garden City, 210 miles west of Wichita, has a diverse population of about 27,000 people, many working at a
meatpacking plant. It has previously been cited as a successful example of the rapid assimilation of a multicultural
population into a rural area.

"This presented an escalated level of planned violence that we [in Kansas] have not experienced before," said
Moussa Elbayoumy, the board chairman of the Kansas chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations. He
said the thwarted attack "confirms what we're hearing from law enforcement authorities all along, that the biggest
threat to safety and security in the US is not from Muslim terrorists or anything like that, it's mostly from
homegrown militia-type terrorists".

After the August meeting, authorities said, the group began to formulate more detailed plans about how to source
materials and carry out the attack while evading detection. The carnage would take place at prayer time for
maximum loss of life.

All the accused are in their late 40s. One of the plotters, Allen, works at a mobile home business owned by Wright,
authorities said. The complaint says the suspects and their communications were monitored and recorded by an
informant. It contains numerous disturbing details about their alleged fantasies and schemes. Stein described
Somali people as "cockroaches" who needed to be eliminated, court documents say.

Allen is said to have suggested making signs that say "I support illegal immigration, I go against the constitution
on a daily basis", and then "for every one of them [Somalis] that we blow the top of their head off we just put that
around their neck".

On other occasions, Stein is said to have suggested carrying out an attack against Muslim refugees in Garden City
in retaliation for the Orlando nightclub mass shooting and to have floated the ideas of blowing up apartments
using rocket-propelled grenades, kicking in doors of homes where Somali people lived and shooting them one by
one, firing at them with a bow and arrow dipped in pig's blood, and burning down churches that have helped
refugees.

"The only fucking way this country's ever going to get turned around is it will be a bloodbath," Stein allegedly said.

At another time, he reportedly said: "The only good Muslim is a dead Muslim" and "If you're a Muslim I'm going
to enjoy shooting you in the head … When we go on operations there's no leaving anyone behind, even if it's a one-
year-old. I'm serious. I guarantee if I go on a mission those little fuckers are going bye-bye."

During a meeting in July, the complaint said, the men discussed a wide range of targets they believed were
Muslims or sympathetic to Muslims, and Wright "pulled up Google Maps on the computer at his business and
began dropping pins on the map at these various locations using the label 'cockroaches.' The group brainstormed
various methods of attack, including murder, kidnapping, rape, and arson."

Allen was arrested in the Kansas city of Liberal on 11 October after his girlfriend contacted local police to say he
had physically attacked her during an argument. Police said they found a large amount of ammunition in his car
and close to 1,000kg (2,200lbs) worth of ammunition at his home. Later that day, the woman told the FBI that
within the past two weeks she had watched Allen make what appeared to be homemade explosives.



On 12 October, with Allen's arrest putting the plot under pressure, Stein allegedly met with someone he believed
could supply guns and bomb components and tried out two automatic rifles in a rural location near Garden City.
But the supplier was an undercover FBI employee and the weapons came from an FBI laboratory in Quantico,
Virginia.

Detention hearings for Stein and Wright were set for Friday and for Allen next Monday. Their attorneys declined
to comment after the hearing.

U.S. Targets Would-Be Terrorists Overseas With New Ad Campaign
The Wall Street Journal
By Felicia Schwartz
October 20, 2016

The Obama administration, which has struggled for years to combat the
social-media lure of Islamic State, is experimenting with new ways to put
its online anti-extremism messages in front of would-be terrorist fighters
overseas.

The revamped effort uses targeted ads on Facebook linked to videos to reach the young men and women who have
given digital hints that they could be thinking of traveling to Syria or Iraq to join extremist movements.

The campaign-being run by the Global Engagement Center, a multiagency initiative housed at the State
Department-is seen by U.S. officials as one of the most promising new initiatives aimed at dissuading would-be
fighters. But many officials acknowledge that such efforts are tricky since the target audience can be suspicious of
the U.S. government's involvement and that their effectiveness is impossible to know.

"This isn't easy work," said Michael Lumpkin, who earlier this year left his post as assistant secretary of defense
for special operations to run the Global Engagement Center. "There clearly is no silver bullet as we move forward."

But early results have been encouraging. The center spent $15,000 on a pilot four-week Facebook ad campaign
that targeted 13-to-34-year-old unmarried men and women in Morocco, Tunisia and Saudi Arabia who expressed
an interest in Iraq, Syria or Islamic State-related topics, as indicated by their Facebook activity. Facebook didn't
individually identify the people.

The campaign, which ended Oct. 1, reached 6.9 million people and generated 781,000 visits to external sites.

Different phases of the campaign included varied content and redirected viewers to different sites, allowing
officials to judge which types of ads had the best results.

The most successful part of the pilot used a native video ad, which blends in with a site's editorial look and feel.
The ad ran on Facebook for a week and reached 2.4 million people who watched for a total of more than 1,050,913
minutes, or two years' worth of streaming.

The ad, about two minutes long, used a cartoon portraying a man exchanging online messages with an Islamic
State recruiter. The recruiter encourages him to go to Syria to fight. The man asks questions: Is it true that Islamic
State kills Muslims and takes women as slaves? The faceless recruiter offers defenses to each question, urging the
man to "trust us."

Ultimately, the man concludes that joining Islamic State wouldn't meet his expectations and decides against it.

The campaign marked the first time the U.S. government had turned to targeted ads to try to disrupt Islamic State
recruitment. With the pilot complete, officials are moving to a broader, $50,000 campaign in 12 countries,
including Egypt, Indonesia and France.

The results compared favorably with nongovernmental campaigns. A pilot earlier this year by Google's Jigsaw,
formerly known as Google Ideas, placed ads alongside results of searches for keywords and phrases entered by
users with an apparent interest in Islamic State. The ads linked to Arabic- and English-language YouTube
channels with videos intended to dissuade would-be fighters by featuring Islamic State defectors and other
themes.

More than 300,000 people were drawn to the YouTube channels over two months, according to Google.
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The Global Engagement Center's campaign aim is to get focus-group-tested content in front of the right people, in
hopes of planting seeds of doubt as they consider whether to join Islamic State.

"We're shifting from what I call meat-cleaver messaging," Mr. Lumpkin said. "We're focused more on what I call
scalpel messaging-highly precisioned toward targeted audiences."

U.S. officials acknowledge they can't directly measure how many people they have persuaded not to join terrorist
groups. But an analytics team led by two former National Security Agency scientists who recently joined the
center, Nash Borges and Paul DiOrio, is assessing the campaigns' effectiveness. For example, they are examining
how long people engage with the content and whether they fill out surveys when prompted.

One big challenge is keeping the U.S. sponsorship from eroding viewer confidence in the campaign. There is no
U.S. branding on the videos, but they are being pushed out on Facebook through the U.S. Digital Outreach Team,
which is a State Department-run Facebook page. So a person who sees the video in his or her feed would see a
small U.S. government logo identifying the publisher.

Ali Soufan, a former Federal Bureau of Investigation agent who worked on high-profile terrorism cases, said he
worried that the visibility of the U.S. involvement in the campaign could set it back.

"They are doing a great job. However, among the targeted communities, the U.S. government is not a credible
messenger," he said.

The fresh push to reach would-be foreign fighters comes as Islamic State's overall media output has plummeted,
according to a study from the Combating Terrorism Center at West Point.

It also comes amid a decline in the number of foreign fighters attempting to reach Iraq and Syria. U.S. officials and
experts attribute that largely to Islamic State's changing fortunes on the battlefield.

Despite the promising initial results, some terrorism experts and former officials questioned how meaningful the
new effort is.

Will McCants, a former State Department official who helped launch the original version of the center, the Center
for Strategic Counterterrorism Communications, and is now at the Brookings Institution, said academic research
shows that recruitment is driven primarily by politics and identity.

"Nobody wants to cop to the fact that [messaging is] pretty tangential from stopping fighters from carrying out
attacks," he said. "It probably helps at the margins."

German Terrorism Case Highlights Europe's Security Challenges
The New York Times
By Alison Smale and Melissa Eddy
October 24, 2016

The warning came to the German security authorities in early September
from "our best partners," as they euphemistically refer to the American
intelligence agencies: A terrorist assault might be in the works.

In the weeks that followed, the Germans identified a suspect, a refugee from Syria. They unearthed evidence that
he had been casing a Berlin airport for an attack, and they recovered powerful explosives from his apartment, only
to see him slip through their fingers. When they eventually captured him, the suspect promptly hanged himself in
his jail cell.

The case was notable for its dramatic turns. But it also underscored two central challenges facing the Continent:
getting a handle on the security risk related to the arrival of more than a million migrants last year, and addressing
the continued reliance of European governments on intelligence from the United States to avert attacks.

Both issues have been plaguing Europe since the high-profile attacks in France and Belgium over the past two
years. Governments have scrambled to counter the threat even as migrants, many with little or no documentation
of their identity or country of origin, came over their borders in previously unheard-of numbers. The challenge has
become more pressing in Germany in recent months after a spate of arrests and attacks, some linked to migrants.

"In a way, we have outsourced our counterterrorism to the United States," said Guido Steinberg, a terrorism
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expert at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs. "The Germans are not ready to build up their
intelligence capabilities for political reasons, so this will continue."

The recognition of how reliant Germany remains on the United States for its safety stands in contrast to
Germany's hostile reaction in 2013, when Edward J. Snowden revealed the extent of United States surveillance
programs, including one that extended to Chancellor Angela Merkel's cellphone.

In the case of the potential airport plot, the Germans succeeded within weeks of the American tip in identifying a
suspect, Jaber al-Bakr, 22, who arrived in Germany from Syria as a refugee in February 2015 and was later
granted asylum. Armed with that identity, the security services realized that he had been caught on video at Berlin
Tegel Airport in late September, apparently casing it for an attack.

Earlier in the year, or perhaps even last year, he had traveled to Turkey, his return registered at Leipzig/Halle
Airport in late August. According to his brother, he had also spent time in Syria.

By Oct. 6, his apartment in Chemnitz, south of Leipzig, was under round-the-clock surveillance. When the
authorities raided the apartment on Oct. 8, they found three pounds of TATP, the same explosive used in the Paris
and Brussels attacks.

But that was also when things went awry. Mr. Bakr evaded capture, slipping through a police cordon. He hid out
with Syrians he contacted on social media. They later turned him over to the authorities - but after being taken
into custody, he hanged himself from his cell bars by his T-shirt.

The case raised any number of questions about the performance of the security services, in particular how
vulnerable the Germans are without the assistance of the United States.

And while the number of attacks by migrants remains relatively small, a series of them in Germany, France and
elsewhere has exposed the lack of knowledge about the backgrounds of many, if not most, of the newcomers and
the potential for them to be radicals or to be radicalized after arriving in Europe.

On both fronts, the situation is creating a particular political tension in Germany. The National Security Agency's
activities are under fierce scrutiny in Germany by a seemingly never-ending special parliamentary committee.

"American agencies are Europe's best counterterrorists," said Peter Neumann, a terrorism expert at King's College
London. "That is the big secret that no one wants to talk about."

On Friday, the German Parliament passed a disputed bill aimed at updating the oversight and abilities of the
country's secret service, in response to the 2013 revelations. The measure introduces restrictions aimed at
protecting the rights of European Union citizens and barring economic spying, but it also expands the service's
right to spy abroad and to carry out domestic surveillance.

At the same time, Ms. Merkel's decision to admit hundreds of thousands of migrants has put her in a potentially
precarious spot heading toward her re-election battle next year, with her stance stoking opposition from populist
and far-right voters and scrambling the political center as well. Links between migrants and violence or terrorist
plots have made the politics of the issue more combustible.

Mr. Steinberg said the authorities knew of at least seven people who had deliberately infiltrated Western Europe
with the refugee wave. Two took part in the Paris attacks, two are in custody in Salzburg, Austria, and three were
identified as part of a cell broken up before it could carry out an attack on the center of Düsseldorf, Germany, he
said.

The degree of German dependence on American intelligence is evident in the difference between how the German
authorities dealt with the Bakr case with American help and how they dealt with an earlier one concerning a
domestic threat that involved assistance from the United States, Mr. Steinberg said. In the 2000s, he said,
German intelligence services completely missed the threat from a domestic far-right group, the Nationalist
Socialist Underground, that killed nine people from immigrant backgrounds. The trial of the only surviving leader
being detained has dragged on for more than three years, with evidence of botched policing still emerging.

Some politicians are now calling for improvements - even for breaking Germany's post-Nazi taboo against
centralized power by giving federal agencies some policing and other functions now carried out by the 16 states.

"We must really intensively uncover our strategic deficits and remove them as soon as possible," said Stephan



Mayer, a conservative parliamentary deputy from Bavaria, identifying the police and the judiciary as two areas
where improvement is needed.

Mr. Neumann suggested that the Germans might overcome their qualms about surveillance after Mr. Bakr's case,
which was seen as the closest Germany has come to suffering a major attack from Islamic terrorists.

"People now understand better that the security services are intercepting data not only because they want to read
your grandmother's emails, but that in most cases there is a purpose to this," Mr. Neumann said.

In the case of Mr. Bakr, much remains unclear. He was granted asylum in June 2015, and soon afterward got an
apartment in the Saxon town of Eilenburg, northeast of Leipzig, said Torsten Pötzsch, a social worker there. But
after that "great euphoria," Mr. Bakr disappeared by September 2015, Mr. Pötzsch said.

Residents of Chemnitz told TAG24, the online news service of the Dresden newspaper Morgenpost, that Mr. Bakr
was one of six Arabs living until a month ago in a rundown ground-floor apartment less than a mile from the
apartment where the police later found the potentially lethal TATP chemicals.

Mr. Steinberg said that Mr. Bakr's skill with the chemicals and agility in eluding capture suggested jihadist
training, and that he was deliberately infiltrated by Islamic State into the wave of refugees heading for Europe.
"He was highly motivated, very single-minded in pursuing his goal," he said.

That determination did not end with his capture: Mr. Bakr, judged by a jail psychologist not to be a suicide risk,
was on a hunger strike and had ripped a ceiling lamp from its socket in his cell and fiddled with a plug 24 hours
before he killed himself.

Mr. Steinberg said he did not believe in rapid radicalization: "That doesn't happen within weeks," he said. But
both he and Mr. Neumann said the 17-year-old ax-wielding refugee who injured five people near Würzburg in July
before being shot dead by police was in close touch with Islamic State handlers as he moved in to attack. Mr.
Neumann said the teenager was seeking guidance and "getting instructions in real time."

About 70 percent of people from war-torn countries arriving in Germany last year lacked documents when being
registered or applying for asylum, according to security officials. It may take years to know who they are, and
whether they eventually embrace jihad, Mr. Neumann said.

Mr. Steinberg said it was not known what kind of long-term pull jihadist ideology would exert. For now, he said, it
seems like Islamic State has not found Germans who return from Middle East battlefields who are willing to
mount attacks. "They don't have the German personnel,'' he said, "and I think that is not entirely bad news."

Mayor of Turkey's Largest Kurdish City Detained on Terrorism
Bloomberg
By Benjamin Harvey and Firat Kozok
October 25, 2016

Turkish police detained Gultan Kisanak, the female mayor of the nation's
largest and most symbolically important Kurdish-majority city, on charges
of being a member of the separatist PKK group calling for autonomy in the
country's southeast.

Police detained Kisanak upon her arrival at the airport in Diyarbakir, hours after she urged a parliamentary
committee in Ankara to investigate incidents that led to the collapse of a search for peace between the government
and the Kurds, local media reported Wednesday.

The Kurdish militant group is considered by Turkey, the U.S. and European Union to be a terrorist organization.
Kisanak is Diyarbakir's first female mayor and a former member of parliament. The police also detained Firat
Anli, a member of the municipality council in Diyarbakir, on charges of allowing machinery owned by the
municipality in the construction of a graveyard to be used by PKK militants, the state-run Anadolu news agency
reported.

The Peoples' Democratic Party, Turkey's main pro-Kurdish group in parliament, condemned the detentions and
urged their immediate release. Selahattin Demirtas, co-chair of pro-Kurdish HDP party, said on Wednesday the
Kurds won't remain silent over the detentions. More than 1,000 politicians out of about 5,000 detained since July
2015 remain in jail, he said in an e-mailed response to Bloomberg.
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'Waging War'

"Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is waging an overall war against Kurds at home and in Syria," Demirtas
said, referring to the Turkish offensive against Kurdish group of PYD in Syria. "Any act against the will of people is
a great mistake, and it should be immediately corrected."

The mayor of Diyarbakir is the highest-profile Kurdish politician to be detained since Turkey's Islamist-rooted
government granted itself emergency powers after a July 15 coup attempt that it blames on a rival Islamist
movement. Kisanak had been invited to Ankara by a parliamentary committee, which is probing the coup attempt,
to testify about a visit by alleged followers of U.S.-based cleric Fethullah Gulen, the accused mastermind of the
coup, to her office in Diyarbakir.

"The reverberation of this decision will have a considerable impact on Turkish domestic politics and will have
reverberations on foreign policy," Aaron Stein, a fellow at the Atlantic Council in Washington, said on Twitter.
"This will contribute to the cycle of violence" and may be used to justify assassination attempts against ruling
party officials by the PKK, he said.

Violence in Turkey's Kurdish-majority regions has escalated along with the civil war in Syria, where warring
Kurdish and Islamist militias have been fighting for territory lost by the central government in Damascus. Turkey
sent troops into Syria in August partly to prevent gains by Kurdish militant groups on the border.

Tortured, Abused

Kisanak, 55, was imprisoned in Diyarbakir for 4 1/2 years in the aftermath of a 1980 military coup, where she says
she was regularly tortured and sexually abused. In an interview with Mideast news website Al Monitor last year,
she said she was planning to convert the Diyarbakir prison into a museum.

Turkey's government has already used its emergency powers to remove elected Kurdish officials in smaller
municipalities and replace them with government appointees. That's part of a sweeping purge that's seen tens of
thousands imprisoned and many more lose their jobs.

The HDP's Demirtas also criticized Erdogan's plans for a presidential system, saying that no debate is possible
while the country remains under emergency rule following July's coup attempt.

NATO to Putin: Focus on Common Enemies to Defeat Terrorism
Bloomberg
By Ian Wishart
October 25, 2016

Vladimir Putin must help defeat Islamic State terrorism rather than bomb
civilians in Aleppo, the U.S. envoy to NATO said, as the western alliance's
defense ministers meet for the first time since Russia stepped up its air
attacks in Syria.

U.S. Ambassador to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Douglas Lute said the alliance is closely monitoring
the passage of Russian warships toward the Mediterranean and is concerned they may be used in the devastating
bombing raids on civilian targets. NATO scolded Russia for its aggressive stance in Syria and its failure to abide by
the terms of the peace process in Ukraine.

"There's plenty of work to do together against ISIL and al-Nusra and the international terrorist element in Syria
and we call on Russia to focus on those common enemies," Lute said to reporters in Brussels. "The reason given
for the Russian intervention in Syria was to target ISIL and it's continually the case that that's not who they're
targeting."

Russia's support of Bashar al-Assad's regime in Syria as well as its backing of violent separatists in eastern
Ukraine is adding to nervousness in the West about the scale of Putin's military ambitions. With NATO focusing
its attention on boosting the size and speed of its potential military response, the two sides are as far apart as at
any time since the end of the Cold War.

Political Solution

While neither Russia's involvement in Syria nor its failure to meet the terms of the Minsk cease-fire agreement for
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Ukraine are formal items on the agenda for the defense ministers of NATO's 28 countries who meet in Brussels on
Wednesday and Thursday, the continuing violence at the alliance's northeast and southeast frontiers is casting a
shadow over their discussions.

"One thing they will want to address is whether we all have the capacity to read Russia's behavior satisfactorily,"
said Adam Thomson, the U.K.'s ambassador to NATO. "Russia is doing a lot of new, unfamiliar things; it's
obviously trying to signal, but it's not clear that we know how to understand those signals."

About 10 Russian warships and support vessels, led by aircraft carrier Admiral Kuznetsov, passed through the
English Channel between the U.K. and mainland Europe on Friday and NATO officials believe they will arrive
close to the Syrian coast in November.

Amid reports that Spain could allow the ships to refuel in its north African enclave of Ceuta, NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg said governments need to be clear that the vessels may aid the attacks on the Syrian city
of Aleppo.

"It is for each nation to decide whether these ships can get supplies and fueling and be fueled in different harbors
along the route toward the eastern Mediterranean," Stoltenberg told reporters. "But at the same time we are
concerned, and I have expressed that very clearly, about potential use of this battle group to increase Russia's
ability and to be a platform for air strikes."

War Crimes

International condemnation of Russia's military campaign has grown after hundreds of people were killed in the
besieged city of Aleppo since Assad's forces, backed by the Kremlin, stepped up attacks on rebel-held areas of the
city. U.S. and European leaders have accused Putin of war crimes and have dangled the threat of sanctions in
response.

"More air strikes by Russian planes will exacerbate the humanitarian suffering in Aleppo and therefore we call on
Russia to contribute to a political solution, to implement the cease-fire, to stop the bombing of Aleppo,"
Stoltenberg said.

NATO's defense ministers will use their two-day meeting to set out plans for four multinational battalions in the
Baltics and Poland, set up in response to Russia's aggression in Ukraine. They will also discuss ways to bolster the
European Union's work tackling people-smuggling networks that enable illegal migrants to cross the central
Mediterranean from northern Africa.

[back to contents]

Piracy

Iran Navy foils pirate attacks on vessels in Gulf of Aden
PressTV
October 17, 2016

Iranian naval forces have successfully thwarted major pirate attacks on
two merchant vessels in the Gulf of Aden.

The 44th flotilla of the Iranian Navy, consisting of Alvand destroyer and the Bushehr logistic vessel, saved two
Iranian ships from three pirate attacks on Monday morning.

Gulf of Aden pirates, who mainly come from Somali coasts, attacked an Iranian merchant ship in a bid to highjack
it but they were forced to flee after a heavy exchange of fire by the Iranian fleet.

The pirates also conducted two attacks on another Iranian merchant ship. They initially attacked the vessel with
eight speedboats 46 miles south of the Yemeni city of Aden and later with 13 well-equipped boats 55 miles south of
the port city.

However, the two attacks were repelled by the Iranian naval forces and the pirates were forced to retreat when
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they came under heavy fire.

The 44th flotilla of the Iranian Navy set off for high seas on October 5 to safeguard maritime routes.

Iran's Navy Commander Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari said in September that the country's naval forces
escorted some 3,200 Iranian and non-Iranian commercial ships and tankers over the past six years to ensure their
safe passage in the Gulf of Aden.

Sayyari added that Iran has almost 5,000 kilometers of maritime boundary directly linking it to the high seas, a
strategic geographical position which has turned the country into a center of attention for hegemonic powers.

In recent years, Iran's Navy has increased its presence in international waters to protect naval routes and provide
security for merchant vessels and tankers.

In line with international efforts against piracy, the Iranian Navy has been conducting patrols in the Gulf of Aden
since November 2008, safeguarding merchant containers and oil tankers owned or leased by Iran or other
countries.

Iran's Navy has managed to foil several attacks on both Iranian and foreign tankers during its missions in
international waters.

Somali pirates free 26 hostages after nearly 5 years in captivity, group says
CNN
By Faith Karimi
October 23, 2016

Somali pirates have released 26 hostages after nearly five years in
captivity, according to an organization involved in mediation efforts.

The dozens of hostages freed were in a ship hijacked south of the Seychelles in March 2012.

Of the 29 crew members seized, one died during the hijacking and two died from illness while in captivity,
according to the organization, Oceans Beyond Piracy.

The hostages were all men from Cambodia, China, Indonesia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam, it said. They
were aboard the Omani-flagged fishing vessel Naham 3 when they were captured.

HOSTAGES MALNOURISHED

John Steed of Oceans Beyond Piracy said the crew of Naham 3 was released Saturday. He did not provide specifics
on the terms or conditions of their release, or whether any ransom was paid.

They will be repatriated using a UN flight and sent to their home countries, he said in a statement.

"They are reported to be in reasonable condition considering their ordeal," Steed said. "They are all malnourished.
Four are currently receiving medical treatment."

SECOND LONGEST - HELD HOSTAGES

The Naham 3 crew members are the second longest- held hostages by Somali pirates, Steed said.

The longest-held hostages are four crew members of the FV Prantalay 12 vessel who were released two months shy
of five years in captivity. Somali pirates seized them at sea in April 2010 and released them in February 2015.

Somali pirates and their peers have made millions in ransom money hijacking vessels in the region.

Although piracy off the coast of Somalia has plummeted in recent years, it was an international nightmare at its
height, hurting economies and sending the cost of living soaring.

At the time, it cost the global economy $18 billion a year in increased trade expenses, according to a UN study
released in 2013. It decreased maritime activity in affected waters and drastically reduced tourism in surrounding
nations
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Nigerian Military Thwarts Pirate Attack
Maritime Executive
October 24, 2016

On Sunday, the Nigerian military said that its forces had thwarted an attack
on a merchant tanker and, separately, had made an arrest in connection
with pipeline vandalism in the Niger Delta.

"Troops of Operation Base 2 repelled a hijack of a vessel (MT VAJARA) by heavily armed bandits in Ramos River,
around Agge area of Delta state," Lieutenant Commander Thomas Otuji said in a statement. He indicated that
there was a heavy exchange of gunfire between troops and the pirates.

The Vajara is a 3,000 dwt product tanker, built in 1981 and owned and operated in Nigeria. The Ramos River is
just south of the Shell Forcados terminal in the Western Niger Delta.

In a separate incident reported to the IMB on October 18, three men attempted to board a product tanker at
anchor off Lagos. As the pirates' boat tried to come alongside, the watchstanders sounded the ship's whistle and
started the fire pump. The pirates aborted their attack when they saw an alert crew and razor wire hardening at
the tanker's rails.

In addition, on shore near the city of Warri, "five suspected vandals were arrested and they confessed to their plan
to vandalise . . . wellheads," Otuji said. He also indicated that a group of travelers had been attacked by pirates in
Cross River and Rivers states, and that soldiers had killed the attackers.

Pipeline and installation vandalism has become common in the Delta since President Muhammadu Buhari said
that he would wind down amnesty payments to former militants in the region. Peace talks aimed at resolving the
recent unrest may begin soon; the most recognized group of saboteurs, the Movement for the Emancipation of the
Niger Delta, said on Sunday that it was ready to negotiate. The Niger Delta Avengers, a separatist group
responsible for multiple pipeline attacks in the Delta region, indicated on October 20 that it has suspended
hostilities.

LNG Tanker Comes Under Attack Off Yemen
Maritime Executive
October 26, 2016

Unknown assailants attacked a gas tanker off the coast of Yemen close to
the Bab al-Mandab waterway in the latest flare up in an area through which
much of the world's oil passes, shipping and security officials said on
Wednesday.

The incident, the first attack on a commercial ship since July, followed missile attacks in recent weeks on military
craft, including U.S. navy vessels, which were launched from Yemen that had already raised risks for merchant
shipping.

Shipping group Teekay said its LNG (liquefied natural gas) tanker Galicia Spirit "experienced a suspected piracy
attack whilst off the coast of Yemen" on Oct. 25.

"No third parties managed to board the vessel during the incident and all crew members are safe and have been
accounted for," Teekay said in a statement.

"As a precaution, the vessel had a Djibouti warship in attendance when heading away from the area. She has now
left the high risk area without any further issues," it added without further details.

Maritime security sources said the incident occurred near Perim Island, which is about eight nm from the
southern Yemeni coast and the site of a lighthouse for ships passing through the Bab al-Mandab.

British maritime security firm MAST said a small vessel had approached the tanker and fired a rocket propelled
grenade (RPG).

"MAST understands that the vessel had no armed security team on board, and that the vessel sustained small
arms fire as well as the RPG," it said. "It is unclear whether this is a terrorist attack or piracy."

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/nigerian-military-thwarts-pirate-attack
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The Royal Navy's UK Maritime Trade Operation said in a circular to mariners and seen by Reuters that the
incident was still being investigated "as is the alleged use of RPG".

The UK Maritime Component Command, responsible for Royal Navy activity in the Middle East, said in a
statement on Wednesday "details are still emerging as to the exact nature of the incident event and investigations
are still on-going".

While shipping companies have yet to divert ships, the stakes are high given nearly four million barrels of oil are
shipped daily to Europe, the United States and Asia via the Bab al-Mandab as well as other commercial goods.

Yemen's civil war continues to escalate, pitting the Iran-aligned Houthi movement, backed by troops loyal to
former President Ali Abdullah Saleh, against the internationally recognized government of Abd Rabbu Mansour
al-Hadi, backed by Saudi Arabia.

The United States carried out cruise missile strikes on Oct. 15 against radar sites in Houthi controlled areas of
Yemen after two confirmed attempts to hit U.S. Navy destroyer USS Mason with coastal cruise missiles close to
the Bab al-Mandab. The Houthi movement has denied firing on the USS Mason.

The Houthis have confirmed a separate earlier attack on a United Arab Emirates vessel in the area.

"I would suggest that this attack was by locals from southern Yemen rather than the Houthis," said Michael Edey,
head of operations with British security firm Dryad Maritime.

[back to contents]

Gender-Based Violence

Violence against women: Sri Lanka's next human rights challenge
Humanosphere
By Lisa Nikolau
October 14, 2016

After decades of civil conflict, Sri Lanka has made enormous advances for
women in terms of health and education, but a rising rate of violence
against women has demanded extra efforts from activists in the south
Asian country.

Multiple rights organizations have noted that violence against women worsened as a result of the civil war, which
ended in May 2009.

In fact, Sri Lankan representative for the U.N. Population Fund (UNFPA) Lene K. Christiansen noted the trend
back in 2008, before the end of the war: "The prevalence of gender-based violence is reported to be high and
widespread, cutting across class, race, ethnicity and religion. While some positive measures to address gender-
based violence through enactment of laws are in place, it remains hidden in the private domain, shrouded by a veil
of silence and denial.

Seven years later, Christiansen's statement is still right on the mark. The Women's U.N. Report Network says 30
percent to 40 percent of women in Sri Lanka today suffer from some kind of violence, while more than 60 percent
of women across Sri Lanka are victims of domestic violence. Women are routinely harassed both verbally and
physically when traveling by bus, train or even walking on the street.

According to a report by UNFPA last year, gender-based violence is especially prevalent in areas most affected by
the conflict, but violence and harassment is pervasive across socioeconomic groups.

Women's rights activists have repeatedly expressed concern that gender-based violence, which includes sexual
violence and torture, is drastically underreported in Sri Lanka. Even where incidences are reported, activists say
they are poorly investigated and not taken seriously by authorities. Many of these advocates have stepped up in
recent years to push Sri Lankans to challenge these deeply rooted aspects of their society.

http://www.humanosphere.org/human-rights/2016/10/violence-women-sri-lankas-next-human-rights-challenge/


"People sometimes try to put the blame on culture … or use culture as an excuse," said Chamathya Fernando, a 23-
year-old activist against gender-based violence, in an interview with Humanosphere. "But I don't think any culture
would say they harass women or abuse children, so I think it's the culture of silence, the culture of ignorance and
impunity."

Fernando is Sri Lanka's coordinator for the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts' (WAGGGS) Stop the
Violence campaign, which strives for a world where all girls are safe, valued and empowered. Fernando is one of
65 trainers rolling out an informal educational curriculum in Sri Lanka to help young girls and women start the
conversation about gender-based violence and build the confidence and skills to take action.

By teaching young women and girls to recognize harassment as wrong, Fernando hopes to help foster a generation
of women in Sri Lanka who can speak out for their own rights. But one of the biggest challenges for activists
against gender-based violence in Sri Lanka is the strong social stigma that deters males from holding one another
accountable for their actions and discourages females from seeking help.

A 2013 U.N. Survey highlighted this culture of silence throughout the Asia and Pacific region. Out of the 10,000
men surveyed from Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea, 50 percent
reported using physical and/or sexual violence against a female partner. Nearly 15 percent had committed rape, 65
percent of which committed the crime on multiple occasions. But of all the men surveyed, only 5 percent said they
had been convicted and jailed for their crimes, in part because Sri Lankan law only recognizes marital rape as a
crime if the husband and wife are legally divorced.

Although Sri Lanka is not unique in its experience of gender-based violence, which plagues women around the
world, a lack of data makes it difficult for activists to determine where the rates of violence are most prevalent and
what resources are needed to foster change. Over the three years Fernando has worked with the WAGGGS
campaign, however, the hopeful activist said she has already noticed more willingness from civilians in even the
most conservative rural regions of the country to simply engage in conversations about gender-based violence.

"When I initially started, the response wasn't very good. People were actually a bit reluctant to be open about it, or
to speak about it freely," she said. "But with time … I feel we see a little bit of change in attitudes of people, and
also behavior."

UN reports high incidences of rape, impunity in Liberia
Jurist
By Steven Wildberger
October 15, 2016

[JURIST] A United Nations report [text, download] released Friday
documents high rates of rape and perpetrator impunity in Liberia. The
report, released by the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) [official
websites], noted [UN report] that rape was the "second-most commonly
reported serious crime in Liberia" between January 2015 and March 2016.
According to the World Health Organization [official website], between 61
and 77 percent of women in Libera report having been raped during the
nation's 14-year civil conflict. Despite these staggering numbers, there still
exists "a widespread culture of impunity for [sexual and gender-based
violence], particularly for rape, putting women and children at continued
serious risk of sexual violence." The report made numerous suggestions to
work towards a fix, including the creation of a sex crimes prosecutors
office, amending the penal code and enhancing investigations of rape
allegations.

Sex and gender-based violence continues to be a worldwide issue. Earlier this week, Indonesia passed a
controversial law [JURIST report] allowing for harsh punishment for pedophiles, including chemical castration,
implanting electronic tagging chips in violators, the death sentence, mandatory 10 year imprisonment, and state-
sponsored rehabilitation. In early October, the Center for Civilians in Conflict criticized [JURIST report] UN
peacekeepers in South Sudan for failing to protect civilians from abuse, including sexual and gender-based
violence, during an outbreak of fighting in the country that took place in July. In September, UN experts urged
[JURIST report] states to protect women and girls in the movement of refugees and migrants by adhering to
international human rights conventions and standards, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
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of Discrimination Against Women and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of their Families. Migrant women and girls are at a high risk of gender-based violence
while in transit and may also face intersecting forms of discrimination based race, nationality, or religion.

Myanmar's Laws and Societal Attitudes Make Girls Vulnerable to Abuse
Global Voices
October 18, 2016

On October 11, 2016, Plan International in Myanmar celebrated
International Day of the Girl in one of the internally displaced person
camps in Kachin State, northern Myanmar. The girls who took part in the
celebration have been living in the camps near the Myanmar-China border
for six years due to the renewed conflict between the Kachin Independence
Army and Myanmar military.

During the event, the girls highlighted issues such as the need for protection from violence and improved security
in the camps especially at night. One of the camp administrators stressed the issues that young women living in
the camps faced:

We are living in a very crowded environment and in some households there are 8-9 people, including older boys.
Privacy is a big issue in this camp so we must take responsibility for the safety of girls in our families and
communities, as girls are more at risk than boys.

Girls and women are indeed at risk for violence and abuse in Myanmar. Since the coming of the new civilian
government in 2011, the fight for equality and against gender-based violence has been an important endeavor in
Myanmar's social transformation towards a more democratic society. However, without legal protection, many
women in Myanmar today continue to be susceptible to mistreatment. Cultural acceptance and silence over
domestic violence has often left women powerless to counter such abuses.

Recently, more public awareness has been raised about cases of domestic abuse against underage girls, thanks to
the opening up of the local media. Last month, two girls aged 16 and 17 who were employed as domestic workers
in a tailor shop in the city of Yangon came to nationwide attention when a local journalist reported on their five
years of physical abuse and confinement.

The public was further angered when the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission (MNHRC) failed to
protect them in a legal action but instead settled with a compensation from the family who abused the girls. Legal
action were eventually filed by the anti-human trafficking unit of the police force against the family. A lawmaker
has also called for the replacement of MNHRC members for their mishandling of the case.

A viral post about the remark made by one of the members of MNHRC reflected society's attitudes towards young
domestic workers.

"What's so surprising about hitting a maid? I also hit my maid". People would like to request lawful action against
this MNHRC commissioner Daw Mya Mya, who admitted this in front of the media.

Furthermore, the recent death of a Myanmar domestic worker in Singapore also raised concerns over violent
abuse that young Myanmar girls face while working abroad. Al Jazeera has released an investigative video on the
illegal business of sending underage Myanmar girls to work as domestic workers in Singapore. The hardship that
these girls face include physical violence, rape and confinement.

On the global scale, the recent report 'Counting the Invisible' released by Plan International highlights the
discrepancy in government data on children, predominantly girls, facing abuse and inequality. The child rights
organization noted that the governments would be unable to end the abuse and inequality facing millions of girls
without better statistics on the realities of their lives. The report said:

Currently no credible statistics exist worldwide that show the real life challenges of girls, such as how many drop
out of school due to early marriage, pregnancy or sexual violence, or how many girls become mothers under the
age of 15.

In conclusion, these cases indicate the absence of data and lack of Government protection on the gender based
violence in Myanmar, and a need for public awareness for social reform.

https://globalvoices.org/2016/10/18/in-myanmar-victims-of-gender-based-violence-find-a-system-stacked-against-them/


Tackling gender-based violence in Nigerian institutions
The Guardian
By Chioma Dike
October 19, 2016

In the midst of misogynist commentary and tales of sexual assault on
women being swept under the rug in the name of "locker room" banter,
let's get one thing clear: Sexual violence in institutions is real and a global
health hazard.

U.S. First Lady, Mrs. Michelle Obama said it best in her response to the recently released Trump recordings,
where he was bragging about sexual assault. She illustrated it best by painting a picture of the uneasy feeling of
walking down the street and having a man yell out some random, obscene comment at you. Imagine the
humiliation when your feeling is violated, your intelligence and very being getting undermined. Add to that, your
inability to walk freely in public or open spaces without being grabbed, molested and disrespected. Trump's use of
sexual predatory language by openly bragging about sexually assaulting women and terming it a "Locker-room"
banter cannot be ignored. If this is considered locker-room banter, then it is deplorable, horrifying and openly
depicts how the rape culture persists and goes unpunished today.

I'm not quite sure what is more deplorable and unimaginable: the fact that sexual assault happens to 1 in 3 women
worldwide or that someone cannot grasp that these are violations to fundamental and basic human rights. Please
note that, violation includes verbal sexual harassment including unwelcome comments of a sexual nature,
whistling, leering or making obscene gestures. Yes, that's right, they are all violation.

Laws alone do not cure social cancers, they have to be addressed on the level of social consciousness at the local
and community levels. After all, 125 countries have laws on sexual harassment but without dedicated enforcement
of these laws, they are ineffective. Behaviours stem from accepted ideology, a high-powered patriarchal system. In
Nigeria, some have accepted the ideology which elevates the male sense of sexual entitlement. Look at it this way,
generations to come will continue with practices passed onto them as valid, unless they find them to be invalid and
work to change them. Afterall, historically, African women were key community leaders and figures, major players
in economic stability and considered equal partners with their male counterparts, but then came gender
oppression with the coming of colonial rule (another topic, another day).

Due to this, some institutions adopted this male-only, gender hierarchical top down view on managing the power
structures among the sexes in leadership which in itself lacked vision for real growth and left too much room for
gender discrimination, gender-based violence and sexual assault in institutional settings. For this piece,
'Institution' is to be considered any formal gathering of people outside of the home with common purpose such as
religious, educational, social or other.

Though women experience sexual assault at much higher rates than men and boys, they are also victims of sexual
assault in institutions with 1 in 6 reported sexual assaults being a boy and 1 in 25 reported sexual assaults being a
man.

Annually, at least 2 million Nigerian girls experience sexual abuse with an estimated 80 percent of Nigerian
women having experienced some form of sexual harassment. Nigeria falls within the list of the top ten countries
with the highest rape crime in the world. When survivors of sexual assault do not seek professional help,
perpetrators go unpunished. Some survivors are silent due to threat (35.5%), deceit (24.1%), physical violence
(28.7%), money (9.8%) or alcohol (2.1%).

However, sexual assault cases are increasingly reported in Nigeria. In Lagos, like other major metropolitan cities
around the world, there is a tendency of its women population prone to higher risks of sexual violence due to high
population. And still, many Nigerian researchers have yet to create effective monitoring and evaluation
frameworks and reporting systems for evaluating the care given to survivors.

In Section 262 of the Criminal Law of Lagos State, it addresses sexual harassment, stating that any person who
sexually harasses another is guilty of a felony and is liable to imprisonment for three years. It also goes further to
describe what the offence entails, in case some people get confused. The law states that "sexual harassment is
unwelcome sexual advances, request for sexual favours, and other visual, verbal or physical conduct of a sexual
nature". This also includes (in terms of institutional abuse), "[sexual advances] that implicitly or explicitly affects a
person's employment or educational opportunity or unreasonably interferes with the person's work or educational
performance."

http://guardian.ng/features/tackling-gender-based-violence-in-nigerian-institutions/


That is what the law says in Lagos. Nationally, Nigeria has legislations against sexual harassment and this can be
found in Section 7 of the Violence Against Persons Prohibition Act which states that, "a person who compels
another, by force or threat to engage in any conduct or act, sexual or otherwise, to the detriment of the victim's
physical or psychological well-being commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding 2 years or to a fine not exceeding N500,000.00 or both".

The sad reality is that many of the people who have experienced sexual assault do not even know these laws exist
to protect them and when they do know, they are uninformed as to how to seek the appropriate means of
reporting and accessing justice.

Apart from sexual violence being a major public health problem and a violation of women's rights, sexual assault
and violence undermines efforts at preventing deaths owing to the number of HIV cases reportedly stemming
from sexual violence cases.

Those who experience sexual assault, all over the world hold onto hurt and experiences that they should not be
carrying because they should not have experienced the violation in the first place.

To address this social ill, it is recommended that we all first accept that responsibility rests with the entire
community. It is important to note that prevention starts with addressing the cultural values and norms that
tolerate sexual assault; these long-term efforts require sustained leadership. And lastly, there is need for
investment in research, enforcement practises and policy information for all stakeholders.

Argentina: hundreds of thousands of women set to protest against violence
The Guardian
By Uki Goñi
October 19, 2016

Hundreds of thousands of women in Argentina are expected to join a
national protest over violence against women on Wednesday, after a
horrifying attack in which a 16-year-old girl was raped and tortured.

"We are saying 'enough!' We won't go back to being submissive and we won't tolerate any more of the misogyny or
violence that all us women have to deal with," says Sabrina Cartabia, one of the organizers of the march.

The protest - marked with the Twitter hashtag #MiércolesNegro, or Black Wednesday - was prompted by the
abduction of Lucía Pérez, a schoolgirl who was drugged, raped and tortured earlier this month in the coastal city of
Mar del Plata.

The cruelty of her attack was such that Pérez suffered a cardiac arrest, according to prosecutor María Isabel
Sánchez, who described it as "an act of inhuman sexual aggression".

Following their assault, the assailants washed the 16-year-old in an attempt to erase forensic evidence and took
her to a nearby hospital, where she died shortly after arrival from internal injuries sustained during her rape.

"I know it's not very professional to say this, but I'm a mother and a woman, and though I've seen thousands of
cases in my career, I've never seen anything like this," prosecutor Sánchez told local media.

But Pérez's murder is just the latest in a harrowing sequence of "femicides", crimes usually committed by
husbands, boyfriends, family members or acquaintances of the victim. In more than one case, the woman has been
set on fire by her partner.

"This violence is trying to teach us a lesson, it wants to put us back in a traditional role into which we don't fit any
more," says Cantabria. "It's not a specific blow by a specific man against one woman in particular, it's a message to
all women to return to our stereotypical roles."

Cartabia is a member of the collective Ni Una Menos (Not One Less - meaning not one more woman lost to male
violence), which organized Argentina's first march against gender-related crimes in June last year.

That protest and a second one in June drew hundreds of thousands of women to the street in a growing movement
to fight male violence against women.

In 2012, Argentina passed legislation against "femicide", a legal term encompassing domestic violence, "honor"
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killings and other categories of hate crimes against women.

But campaigners warn that machista attitudes have been slow to change: in the last 18 days alone, 19 women have
been killed in Argentina.

In an open letter earlier this week, Pérez's brother, Matías Pérez, said that police initially refused to let him see his
sister's body because of the horrific nature of the violence she was subjected to.

"I refused to leave until I could see her; she was on a stretcher, her eyes half-closed, like she always slept," he said.

Pérez's mother, Mara Montero, called on women to join the protest "so that no more families are destroyed like
ours".

Organizers of Wednesday's "women's strike" called for every woman in the country to stop work, study and other
activities for an hour at 1pm.

"In your office, school, hospital, law court, newsroom, shop, factory, or wherever you are working, stop for an hour
to demand 'no more machista violence'," wrote the march organizers.

Government statistics show that crimes against women have risen 78% since 2008 in Argentina, a rise that may be
partly attributable to growing awareness of the phenomenon, but has prompted a national debate over sexist
attitudes.

Every 30 hours a woman is killed in such crimes, according to statistics kept by La Casa del Encuentro, an NGO
that helps female victims of violence.

The murder of Lucía Pérez came only a few days after a march by tens of thousands of women protesting about
crimes against women in the central city of Rosario ended in violence when police fired rubber bullets and teargas
into the crowd gathered outside the city's cathedral.

The strike starts at 1pm, with the ceasing of all work and private activities, followed by a march congregating on
the main Plaza de Mayo square in Buenos Aires.

Three suspects have been arrested in the Pérez case, but her family has since reported receiving death threats.

"We have to gather strength and take to the streets," wrote Matías Pérez in his open letter. "We all have to shout
together, more than ever: "Not one less."

[back to contents]
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The Story of an Argentine Torturer's Son
The Wire
By Erin Gallagher
October 13, 2016

When he was 15 years old, Luis Alberto Quijano's father forced him to
witness the horrors of La Perla, a clandestine detention centre in the city of
Córdoba, Argentina. Now an adult, Luis testified against his father in the La
Perla-Ribera mega trial in the province of Córdoba for crimes committed
during the dictatorship. Forty-three oppressors were charged with crimes
against humanity in the trial, which concluded on August 24, 2016.

Luis Alberto Quijano didn't choose his life. From the burden of having the same name as his father to being
exposed to brutal military operations in La Perla when he was 15, he had suffered long enough. He kept the family
secret for 34 years.

"At the time, in that context I thought it was okay. I felt like a secret agent. But at the age of 15, a child doesn't
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realize that he's being manipulated by his father. I was not prepared yet to understand that my father was a thief, a
torturer and a murderer."

Luis had no choice: his father was Gendarmerie Officer Luis Alberto Quijano, second in command of the
Intelligence Detachment 141 at La Perla from 1976 to 1978, during the Argentine military dictatorship, a period of
state terrorism in Argentina from roughly 1974 to 1983.

This isn't the story of Luis Quijano the oppressor, accused of 158 kidnappings, torture, almost 100 homicides and
the abduction of a 10-year-old child. It is the story of Luis Quijano's son, a man who over the years learned the
magnitude of the terror he had lived as a boy and ultimately testified against his own father in federal court.

It is a story that reflects the immense power that a parent has over a child and how that child can choose a path of
redemption.

From the gym to the Detachment

When my father started taking me to the Detachment, I had been going to the provincial gym and became friends
with a boy who did martial arts. They called him "Kent." I told my father and a few days later he showed me a
black-and-white photo card and asked me to identify my friend.

He said:

"You're an asshole, you made friends with an ERP! Watch, later they'll kidnap you and I'll have to save you."

The ERP stands for the People's Revolutionary Army, which was the military branch of the communist Workers'
Revolutionary Party in Argentina.

So he forbid me to go back to the gym and a few days later he took me to the Detachment to work. He told me I
was going to be a secret agent. I was 15 and in that context I believed it was okay because it was what my father
had taught me.

At the Detachment, they made me destroy documentation that belonged to the prisoners. Documents of all kinds:
university degrees, handwritten notes, literature, certificates, propaganda, books, everything.

'Over there is where they torture the prisoners'

My father took me to La Perla four times, all in 1976. The first and fourth visits, he left me waiting in the car at the
entrance.

The second time he made me get out and he took me to a shed where there were cars, furniture, televisions,
refrigerators, anything you could imagine. All of it stolen. He gave me a package wrapped in a blanket and told me
to take it to his car and when I opened it, I saw it was a giant lump of silver.

That day I went to the other side of the shed where they dropped off the stolen things and I started chatting with a
gendarme who was standing guard. At one point he gestured to an open room and told me:

"Over there is where they torture the prisoners."

I peeked in and saw a bed where they tortured people. It was like a military cot with metal springs. Later I learned
that they hooked up a stripped negative cable to the metal and used another positive cable to touch the body of
whomever was tied down. They would handcuff a person on the cot, drench them with water and apply 220 volts
to their genitals.

There was such an appalling odour in there… like a dirty diaper. Years later, when my father was being held under
house arrest, the same smell emanated from his room. I made the connection and realized that it's the smell of a
body in distress. I could never forget that smell. And I wondered, how is it possible someone could do so much
damage to another human being?

'I had full knowledge that they killed those people'

The third time my father brought me along to his work, he took me to the entrance of La Cuadra (the area where
prisoners were handcuffed and blindfolded). He was talking to "Chubi" Lopez (Jose López, a civilian prosecuted in
the trial) and I took advantage of the opportunity and looked inside La Cuadra.



In the back I saw a row of mattresses with naked people lying face down, all were tied at the hands and feet. Closer
to the entrance, there were other people sitting silently squatting on mattresses. My father saw that I was looking
at the prisoners and said: "What you looking at, asshole?" And I said, "Well, why did you bring me here?"

I had full knowledge that they killed those people. They threw them in a pit and military personnel shot them and
buried them. I know because my father talked about it at home.

Next to La Cuadra there were some rooms they called offices. I know that "Palito" Romero beat someone badly
there and killed him. (According to survivors, civilian Jorge Romero, who was indicted in the La Perla-Ribera trial,
beat student Raúl Mateo Molina to death).

Translated quote:

"The road in which you came in and the route was the one in which the kidnapped people entered. If you look at
the map, more or less they took this path and were taken to their first torture session. […] Here's where their
names were changed and a number was assigned as part of the dehumanisation process. […] If they survived the
torture sessions, the disappeared detainees were thrown in the cuadra until an order came from the higher officers
that they should be moved. This was the lie, the euphemism they used for shooting and disappearing their bodies
in most cases."

The 'spoils of war'

My father brought home all kinds of stolen goods. But, at that age, I had no idea what was meant by "spoils of
war," as they called it. But later when I was in the military (I was in the gendarmerie), I realised spoils of war
would be a bayonet or maybe a military patch that you took from some enemy you had fought.

But if you walk into a house and steal the refrigerator, the record-player, clothing, paintings, money…those aren't
spoils of war, it's vandalism. That is theft.

I always wondered how my father, the chief officer of a security force, could participate in such vandalism. I don't
understand it. I was also an officer in the gendarmerie and it never occurred to me to enter a house and steal
everything.

I do not understand how my father did that. Once he told me that I was a criminal and I replied: And you, who
steals cars off the street? You're not a criminal? He exploded in a fit of rage, hit me and yelled:

"The day you cross that line, on that day I'll find you and I'll kill you myself. No need for someone else to do it!"

That was my father. I have no good memories of him.

When I testified in the trial, I showed a photograph from back then where I was wearing a jacket and a wool
turtleneck my father had taken from La Perla. We were not poor, but he brought home clothes just the same. At
the time, the defence accused me of being a co-conspirator in those crimes and I said no problem, they could
accuse me of whatever they wanted.

I was there to testify anyway.

'To disappear the body is the final, odious act'

Now that I'm older I feel remorseful. I have children; once you have children you realise the value of a life. You
evolve and understand that killing is wrong. I even went so far as to say:

"Fine, suppose you executed people during the dictatorship, but why disappear the bodies? Why did you steal
children? My father had once brought home a girl whose mother they killed. It was like a pet: almost like a dog,
only it was a little girl. Those thoughts kept going through my head: They were tortured, but why were they killed?
They could have just put them in jail. I guess they decided to kill them, but why disappear the bodies? Didn't those
people have families to claim their remains? To disappear the body is the final odious act to do to a human being."

My father told me that when democracy returned they brought in machines to remove the remains, they ground
them up and dumped them, I don't know where. "They're never going to find anything," my father said. But of
course something always remains.

'I've seen you kill people!'



Just to clarify, I have nothing against the armed forces. In fact, I was a member of the gendarmerie. All I did was
tell the truth about 20 criminals, including my father.

The complaint against my father developed while talking to him when he was under house arrest. I reproached
him for making me live through such atrocities. At one point he said: "I don't know, I didn't kill anyone."

I felt repulsed inside, I wondered what all that jingoism and all that "Western and Christian sentiment" that they
claimed to be defending was for.

Then I shouted:

"How can you say that to me? I've seen you kill people! You committed very serious crimes, you made me
participate in those crimes as a child."

And he said, "Well, go denounce me then."

And so I did. In 2010 I filed the first complaint. I finally realised he was a criminal.

No one can tell me I'm biased, I testified against my own father.

Luis Alberto Quijano died in May 2015 while under house arrest before the trial concluded.

He was charged with 416 offences: 158 counts of aggravated unlawful deprivation of liberty, 154 counts of torture,
98 counts aggravated homicide, five counts of torture resulting in death and the abduction of a child under 10
years of age.

The 'megacausa' verdicts

The word "megacausa" in Spanish refers to the scope of this judgement. After four years of hearings including over
581 witnesses, the historic La Perla-Ribera mega trial for crimes committed against 716 victims between March
1975 and December 1978 finally came to an end in August.

Forty-three oppressors were found guilty of crimes against humanity and the court handed down 28 life
sentences, nine sentences of between two and 14 years and six acquittals. Eleven of the original 54 people charged
died during the trial.

"#LaPerlaSentence: murders, torture and rapes committed by public officials. #ItWasStateTerrorism"

All were members of the armed forces during the dictatorship, including ex-military, ex-police and some civilian
personnel.

Piero De Monti, who was kidnapped along with his pregnant wife in June 1976, both were taken to La Perla. He
spoke to the silent chamber:

"La Perla was a death factory conceived by an inhuman mind."

The ruling marks a historic milestone for the human rights organisations who worked for years to get justice for
the victims. Claudio Orosz, attorney for H.I.J.O.S., an Argentine organisation founded in 1995 to represent the
children of persons who had been murdered or disappeared by the dictatorship, said:

"The trial was more than three years, but 39 years of research."

In March 2007, the national government turned over the land on which La Perla was located in order to establish
a memorial, which is now managed by human rights organisations.

Peace and Justice in Colombia
Human Rights Watch
By José Miguel Vivanco
October 14, 2016

The narrow "no" vote in Colombia's peace deal plebiscite was an enormous
disappointment for Colombians who hoped the agreement negotiated in
Havana would bring an end to the bloody conflict that has caused so much
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suffering for more than half a century.

But the quest for peace is not over. To his credit, President Juan Manuel Santos swiftly announced he would
redouble his efforts to end the war. This dogged determination earned him the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize on October
7.

Human Rights Watch has received many queries regarding our view of the peace process. From the outset, while
we applaud the government's efforts to negotiate a peace deal with the FARC, our focus has been to improve
provisions in the justice component of the agreement that we believe would have allowed confessed war criminals
on both sides to escape meaningful punishment.

When these provisions were unveiled in December, we urged the government to fix them. Once the deal was
finalized unchanged, we called on President Santos to address these flaws during its implementation, and worked
with one of his senior advisors to identify the means.

We have maintained this close working relationship with the Santos administration since the beginning of the
peace process, even as we voiced very strong differences. I discussed our concerns directly with President Santos
on multiple occasions, and he invited me to attend the signing ceremony in Cartagena. (Unfortunately I couldn't
attend for personal reasons.)

We've also kept in regular communication with our partners in the Colombian human rights movement, many of
them longstanding friends and allies-and most of whom came out in support of the "yes" vote in the plebiscite.

We share the same aim: a Colombia where the human rights of all are respected and victims are treated justly and
with compassion. In our view, the justice component of deal struck in Havana would have undermined that goal
by severely undercutting access to justice for countless victims of war crimes - a fundamental right that every
government has a duty to uphold.

While the deal includes measures that would assist the victims, including a truth commission and a unit to search
for the disappeared, it would also allow war criminals to escape any meaningful punishment for their crimes.
Under the deal, those who confessed to their crimes would serve no prison time but instead be "sentenced" to two
to eight years of community service, while subject to modest and vaguely-defined "restraints on rights and
liberties."

International law holds that sentences for war crimes should reflect the gravity of the offense. We know of no
precedent from other courts or tribunals adjudicating war crimes where those most responsible for the worst
crimes did not face custodial sentences.

And a clause in the deal would have made it possible for military commanders to escape responsibility for the
atrocities committed by their troops by claiming they didn't know about them. But under the international law
principle of "command responsibility" prosecutors do not need to prove that commanders actually knew about the
crime - which is often impossible - but only that they had reason to know and should have known.

Throughout the 52-year conflict, the rebel Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) committed serious
war crimes and crimes against humanity, including massacres, forced disappearances, recruitment of child
soldiers, and sexual violence.

The agreement would promote impunity not only for the guerrillas, but also for members of the armed forces,
including those responsible for more than 3,000 "false positive" cases in which civilians, many of them young men
lured to remote locations by bogus job offers, were shot dead and then reported as combat deaths to satisfy senior
officers' eagerness for high body counts.

Of course obtaining a peace deal requires making tradeoffs. But when it comes to justice for human rights abuses,
there are limits to the concessions that are acceptable under international law, and the justice provisions of this
deal exceeded them in our view. It is one thing to allow for reduced prison sentences, it is another thing to allow
confessed war criminals to avoid any meaningful punishment for their crimes.

Decades of experience working in Latin America and around the world has taught us several things about post-
conflict situations: that peace which ignores justice rarely works out; victims should not pay twice for atrocities,
first as their victims and then denied access to justice, and that failing to enforce international legal obligations on
accountability encourages more abuses in the long run, at home and elsewhere.



Many Colombians have noted the irony that our view on the need to hold FARC war criminals to account was
shared by ex-President Alvaro Uribe, the most prominent leader of the "no" vote, even as we campaigned against
his recent efforts to prevent justice for atrocities by the military. Human Rights Watch has long been an outspoken
critic of Uribe and his administration's terrible human rights record. Like many of our colleagues in Colombia, we
fear that the positions that Uribe and some of his cohorts in the "no" campaign-on issues such as impunity for the
military, land restitution, and LGBT rights-could trigger setbacks in rights Colombians have achieved in recent
years.

The new round of peace negotiations could deliver a deal that better protects the rights of victims on both sides in
the conflict by focusing on three key points:

First, confessed war criminals, guerrillas or government forces, should serve sentences in prisons or other places
of confinement with clearly defined and enforced boundaries.

Second, commanding officers on both sides should be subject to criminal liability for human rights crimes
committed by their troops under the principle of "command responsibility" as defined in international law.

Third, war criminals should be prohibited from holding public office while serving their sentences. Members of
the FARC should have their political rights respected, including to run for and hold office, but only after they have
fulfilled any sentences for war crimes or crimes against humanity.

We believe Colombians deserve a durable and just peace, and we enthusiastically endorse President Santos's
commitment to seeking a better future for his country.

U.S. 'Animal Farm' war crimes in Syria
The Washington Times
By Bruce Fein
October 14, 2016

United States Teaches International Law is What You Do to Your Enemies
but Withhold from Yourself and Friends.

In the manner of a papal encyclical, Secretary of State John Kerry stood at the State Department podium on
October 7, 2016 and pontificated for an international war crimes investigation by the International Criminal Court
of atrocities allegedly perpetrated by Presidents Bashar al-Assad of Syria and Vladimir Putin of Russia in Syria.
Mr. Kerry preached:

"Russia and the [Syrian] regime owe the world more than an explanation about why they keep hitting hospitals,
and medical facilities, and children and women. These are acts that beg for an appropriate investigation of war
crimes, and those who commit these would and should be held accountable for these actions. This is a targeted
strategy to terrorize civilians."

The Secretary was espousing the longstanding United States doctrine that international law is what you do to your
enemies but withhold from yourself and friends.

He omitted the following context which made his summons for a war crimes investigation ring hollow.

The United States refused to join the International Criminal Court to block prosecution of our officials for war
crimes.

The United States refused to ratify the Law of the Sea Convention (and then shamelessly berated China, a
signatory, for disobeying provisions that we refused to accept for ourselves).

The United States flouted the ruling of the International Court of Justice in Republic of Nicaragua v. United States
(1986).

The Court found that the United States violated customary international law and Nicaragua's sovereignty by
"training, arming, equipping, financing and supplying the contra forces." It found the United States guilty of direct
attacks on Nicaraguan oil installations, ports and shipping in 1983 and 1984. It concluded that the United States
broke international law by authorizing over-flights of Nicaraguan territory and by mining Nicaraguan ports and
harbors in 1984. The Court also ruled that the United States trade embargo against Nicaragua, decreed in May
1985, violated a 1956 bilateral treaty of friendship. The Court condemned the United States for allowing
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distribution of a Central Intelligence Agency manual on guerrilla warfare techniques to the contras for
encouraging "acts contrary to the general principles of humanitarian law." And we ignored everything the ICJ
decided.

A 1993 Belgium law, as amended in 1999, endowed Belgium courts with jurisdiction over crimes against
humanity, genocide or war crimes occurring anywhere in the world. Complaints were filed against former
President George H.W. Bush, former Secretary of Defense and Vice President Dick Cheney, former Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Colin Powell, and U.S. General Tommy Franks. Then Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld swiftly journeyed to Brussels threatening to remove NATO headquarters from the city if Belgium tarried
in repealikng the law. Belgium saluted. The complaints were dismissed. NATO remained in Brussels. And
international law was orphaned.

The United States has refused to pursue good faith negotiations for nuclear disarmament as stipulated by the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

The United States has failed to investigate credible allegations of torture unearthed by the Senate Intelligence
Committee or otherwise, including waterboarding, as required by the Convention Against Torture.

What we did during our secret, gratuitous war against Laos from 1964-1973, in violation of the United Nations
Charter prohibition on war except in self-defense, makes what Presidents Assad and Putin are doing in Aleppo a
tea party in comparison.

We dropped over 2 million tons of ordnance in 580,000 bombing missions, the equivalent of one planeload every
8 minutes, 24 hours a day, for 9 years. At least 270 million cluster bomblets were released; approximately 80
million failed to detonate.

Data from a survey completed in 2009 indicate that UXO (unexploded ordnance), including cluster bombs, have
killed or maimed as many as 50,000 civilians in Laos since 1964 (and 20,000 since 1973, after the war ended).
Over the past two years, there have been over one hundred new casualties annually. Over the past four decades,
less than 1% of the bomblets that failed to detonate have been cleared. All 17 provinces in Laos, and 41 of 46 of the
poorest districts in Laos, remain endangered by UXO contamination.

The United States is a co-belligerent with Saudi Arabia in its war against Yemen's Houthi-Ali Saleh forces. Among
other things, we supply Saudi Arabia with munitions and intelligence. Saudi Arabia keeps hitting hospitals,
medical facilities, funerals, and women and children aping Assad and Putin in Syria. But Secretary Kerry has
refrained from calling for war crimes investigations of Saudi Arabia or the United States.

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump has promised to practice torture and to assassinate civilians in
fighting ISIS if he is elected.

Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton has promised to play prosecutor, judge, jury and executioner to
kill ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi if she is elected.

The United States teaches the world by example. If we wish other nations to follow international law, we must do
likewise. If we do not, we will reap what we sow. Aleppo is proof.

The Guardian view on international law: we need enforcement and example
The Guardian
October 14, 2016

War used to be described as the continuation of politics by other means.
But decades of effort have ensured that some tactics are no longer just a
brutal form of diplomacy, but are defined as crimes. In recent years, the
noble goal to protect humanity has been hollowed out by the despicable
attacks on hospitals and schools carried out with apparent impunity in the
wars across the Middle East. This deliberate targeting has to stop. In
Yemen more than 140 people attending a funeral in the country's capital
Sana'a were killed in an air strike by Saudi-led coalition forces prosecuting
a bloody war against Iranian-backed Houthi rebels. Russia allies itself with
a state that uses chemical weapons against its own civilians. Russian and
Syrian warplanes above Aleppo appear to be intentionally targeting
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civilians. Below them, hospitals, UN aid convoys and schools are no longer
safe.

This week the quarter of a million trapped and starving people in Aleppo were told by Syria's president, Bashar al-
Assad, backed by Moscow and Tehran, that he had to "keep cleaning this area and to push the terrorists to Turkey
to go back to where they come from, or to kill them". International diplomacy pays lip service to the idea that such
actions are, if proven, war crimes. In meetings, the UN security council "strongly condemns" such violations of
international humanitarian law. Yet four of its five permanent members support coalitions that attack hospitals in
Syria, Yemen and Sudan.

On Saturday, Russia's foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, and the US secretary of state, John Kerry, will meet in the
Swiss city of Lausanne to consider steps toward settling the Syrian conflict. There is little expectation that
anything will come of it. Russia is keen to win the Syrian war for Mr Assad at any cost - sending signals to the
region's authoritarian regimes that it will fill the vacuum left by a weakened US. Egypt, which backed a Russian
resolution in the security council that removed the demand for an end to air strikes on Aleppo, is apparently in
talks to site an Russian airbase on its soil. The argument of power is winning over the power of argument.

Such actions undermine the spirit and break the letter of international law. Despite the concept of universal
jurisdiction, western governments prefer realpolitik. In 2014 the Foreign Office granted temporary diplomatic
immunity to Tzipi Livni, then Israel's justice minister, to protect her against arrest for alleged war crimes. How
can justice be seen to be blind when of the nine countries that the international criminal court has opened
inquiries into, eight are in Africa? Little wonder African countries threaten to withdraw when they watch states in
the Middle East commit crimes against humanity with impunity.

Yet the answer to this is not despair. It cannot be. The construction of international humanitarian law represented
real progress for humanity and it must not be abandoned. The evidence of war crimes must still be gathered, and
their victims remembered. The Commission for International Justice and Accountability has already begun
collecting material on the Assad regime's actions with a view to potential prosecutions. If, in the future, the politics
of Russia or Syria change, perhaps the leaders of those nations, who have blood on their hands, could have their
day in court. This might yet happen. It has already happened once, to Chile's General Pinochet, who died under
house arrest facing hundreds of charges of human rights abuse in 2004. This is a history lesson that Mr Putin and
Mr Assad do not want to repeat but should be compelled to learn.

The west, too, faces a chance to demonstrate that it does respect the constraints of international law. Soon
western-backed Iraqi forces will aim to retake Mosul, Islamic State's last major stronghold in the country. The
conduct of the battle will determine whether victory comes at an unacceptable humanitarian cost. The UN predicts
that 1.2 million people could be displaced. Safe passage needs to be ensured to the refugee camps, set up by
agencies like Save the Children, outside of the battlefield. The Iraqi army has already bombarded civilian areas -
and their Shia militias need reining in. Although Iraq is responsible for a judicious application of force, it is backed
by London and Washington. Earlier this month, the foreign secretary, Boris Johnson, made the case for Britain's
"soft power" to defend values enshrined in the UN charter. Mosul offers a chance to turn words into action and
show that there is a better way to win a modern war.

New Rwanda genocide film should spur action on IS crimes: Prosecutor
Reuters
By Emma Batha
October 20, 2016

Islamic State militants must be brought to justice for the sexual
enslavement of Yazidis in Iraq, a prominent American lawyer said ahead of
the release of a film about the world's first conviction of rape as a war
crime.

"The Uncondemned" tells the story behind the first genocide trial in history and the three rural Rwandan women
who overcame their fear and shame to testify about the atrocities perpetrated against them.

"This film is particularly important given the scale of sexual violence in so many conflicts today," said Pierre
Prosper, who led the landmark prosecution at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

"It's a reminder of our responsibility to act. We made legal history back in the 1990s - Rwanda showed us that this
is a crime that can and should be prosecuted, but it feels as if the lesson has stopped there."
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Prosper, who later became U.S. ambassador-at-large for war crimes from 2001 to 2005, said a special tribunal like
the ICTR should be set up to try militants involved in the mass enslavement of Yazidi girls and women.

U.N. war crimes investigators said this year that Islamic State (IS) was committing genocide against the Yazidis, a
religious community of 400,000 people in northern Iraq.

"If there was ever a case for an international tribunal, it's this one. I'm puzzled by the slow action of the
international community," Prosper told the Thomson Reuters Foundation by phone from Los Angeles.

"If you are going to call it genocide, you have a responsibility to do something about it. That's the lesson we
learned in Rwanda."

Yazidi survivors of IS atrocities were among guests invited to the film's premiere in New York at the United
Nations on Wednesday night.

Tens of thousands of women were raped during Rwanda's 1994 genocide when extremist Hutu militiamen
slaughtered 800,000 minority Tutsis and moderate Hutus in the central African country.

Although rape had been declared a war crime in 1919, it had never been prosecuted until the 1997 trial of a small-
town Rwandan mayor Jean-Paul Akayesu.

Prosper broke new ground when he also convinced the U.N. tribunal to recognise rape as an act of genocide.

"When you are raping and abusing women, the fabric of society is destroyed - the women are clearly destroyed,
but you are also destroying the men and boys," said Prosper, a partner in a U.S. law firm.

"Rwanda is rebounding remarkably, but in the depths of people's eyes you can still see the impact it has had."

Tool of terror

Akayesu, who was found guilty of genocide and crimes against humanity, is serving a life sentence in a Mali
prison.

"The Uncondemned", which is scheduled for release in the United States on Friday, highlights the role of three key
witnesses in securing his conviction.

Prosper said the women, known only as JJ, NN and OO during the trial, showed the power of individuals to
change the world when they had the courage to speak up.

The film's director Michele Mitchell said making the documentary taught her the "incredible healing value of
justice" for both individuals and communities.

"One of the things witness JJ says in the film is 'keeping quiet kills you softly'."

Mitchell said she was shocked that so little was being done to bring to justice perpetrators of sexual violence in
conflicts in Iraq, Nigeria, South Sudan and elsewhere.

She hopes the film, which receives its British premiere next month, will spur the public to press politicians to take
action.

"Rape is still not taken as seriously as other crimes of war, and that needs to change," Mitchell said, adding that
the term "sexual violence" underplayed the true nature and impact of the crime.

"It's an act of torture, an act of power, an act of humiliation, and we have to start tackling it like it's an act of
torture."

Mitchell said rape cannot be dismissed as "just something that happens in war".

"Rape is an act of deadly intent and in conflict, it is used to destroy communities and people," she added.

"We probably won't be able to stop it happening because it's just such an effective tactic, but we can make it a lot
harder for people to get away with it."



Thorn in the side of war criminals, ayatollahs and dictators
The Star
By Olivia Ward
October 22, 2106

An appointment to the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague doesn't
sound like the stuff of airport thrillers.

But for McGill University international law professor Payam Akhavan, 50, it's the culmination of an edgy
adventure that plunged him into international intrigue and set a struggling country back from the brink of chaos.

The court is one of the world's most important, giving states a forum for settling disputes before they turn to war.
Although most appointments are made by a nominee's home country, Akhavan's - unusually - was by Bangladesh.

The trail leads back to 2008, when the country's prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, was imprisoned on dubious
corruption charges. And Akhavan, well known as an international prosecutor and voice for global justice, had an
unexpected call from her teenage niece in London.

"She was trying to find a lawyer to help her aunt, and asked a friend whose father was a lawyer," Akhavan said in a
phone interview from Montreal. "He asked another lawyer, who suggested me. It was as random as that."

What convinced him to help was Hasina's tragic history, as well as her plight. "In Hasina's family, only she and her
sister had survived a massacre. Now she was in prison. She had medical problems, and there were fears that she
would be poisoned."

Hasina's father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, was Bangladesh's first president. He had unexpectedly won a vote for
autonomy in what was then East Pakistan, sparking a savage reprisal from the Pakistani army that left at least
300,000 Bengalis dead, but led to the founding of the country in 1971.

Four years later Rahman was assassinated along with most of his family in a military coup. Hasina, who was out of
the country, escaped - and later returned to lead the opposition in parliament.

She became prime minister in 1996, but lost power amid violent political turbulence. To prevent her from making
a comeback in 2008 elections, she was jailed by an interim military-backed government on corruption charges.

Akhavan was asked to step in and save her. But when his outspoken advocacy for the imprisoned politician
crackled through the world's media, he was blacklisted in Bangladesh.

Nevertheless, Hasina's niece persuaded him to attend the trial, and he managed to slip past the authorities with a
visa obtained in Bangladesh's Jordan embassy, with the help of a friend.

Trailed by military intelligence in Bangladesh, he says, "I snuck into the trial with a gaggle of black-frocked
barristers."

The trial was held in Dhaka's heavily guarded parliament building, with the public barred. But Akhavan found
himself next to the defendant's box where Sheikh Hasina sat. And he was able to talk to the only witness against
her, a cousin who told Akhavan he had been tortured to force him to testify against her.

When the star witness told the court he had never paid a bribe to Hasina and the prosecutor fought back,
"pandemonium broke out. The whole case fell apart. In the midst of it the prosecutor noticed me in the courtroom,
and I was kicked out."

Chaos also broke out in the street, as thousands of protesters were held back by soldiers: "the crowd rushed
toward me and I thought I'd be trampled to death."

Reporters surrounded Akhavan, and microphones were shoved in his face. "I was stunned," he said. "I told them
'they have turned the parliament into a prison. This trial is a sham. She's innocent and this is sabotaging
democracy.'"

Word spread quickly, and Akhavan became a lightning rod for the protest movement, a perilous position in a
country with a history of bloodshed and brutality.

"Two very large military intelligence men showed up at my hotel around midnight. They said 'you're coming with
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us.' I had to think fast: it was not something I learned in law school."

Akhavan convinced the hard men that aid - and military support - would be withdrawn from the country if
anything happened to him. And he agreed to leave the next morning.

But his ties with Bangladesh were to continue. After Hasina won an overwhelming election victory, Akhavan was
asked to become legal counsel for Bangladesh for arbitration of international boundary disputes with neighbours
Burma and India, resulting in resounding wins that made legal history.

His new appointment to the court of arbitration is for a six-year term, serving on a rotating roster and taking part
in tribunals when chosen by states. Apart from settling disputes, the court also nominates members of the
International Court of Justice and candidates for the Nobel Peace Prize.

All these experiences, Akhavan says, have made him a better teacher, and mentor to McGill law students he hopes
will follow in his footsteps.

"In a very profound way they have enriched my teaching and scholarship. I have seen the reality in which
international norms operate, and how important it is to have institutions for compulsory dispute settling. Politics
has to be taken out of the theatre of violence."

From a young age, his family witnessed that violence up close.

A prosecutor, and a witness

While still in his teens, Payam Akhavan felt the full force of the world's injustice.

In 1981, his uncle, Firouz Naimi, a respected physician, was abducted and tortured to death in the Iranian city of
Hamadan because of his Baha'i faith, condemned as heresy by the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's clerical regime.
Another uncle was arrested and executed a year later.

But when 17-year-old Baha'i Mona Mahmudnizhad, a high school student of Akhavan's own age, was hanged in
1983, it was a turning point. He volunteered for the cast of a music video called Mona With the Children, made by
a Canadian artist.

The video gained instant popularity - and launched a lifelong odyssey for justice and human rights that has taken
Akhavan to war zones, world capitals and the highest international courts.

"Mona's hanging shook me to the core," he says. "You feel helpless. I spent the rest of my life trying to figure out
how to fight for justice against all odds, speaking truth to power in front of a large audience to make people
understand."

Born in Tehran, Akhavan came to Toronto with his family before Iran's 1979 revolution. Set on a career in
international law, he graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School, then took graduate degrees at Harvard Law
School, where his classmates included Barack Obama and "a half-brother of Osama bin Laden."

While other young lawyers followed the money to Wall Street, Akhavan went to the UN, helping to draft a
document that became the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Still in his 20s, he plunged in at the deep end as a field officer investigating human rights abuses in the midst of
the Bosnian war that ripped through former Yugoslavia.

In May 1993, he documented the horrifying aftermath of a massacre of more than 100 Muslim women, children
and men in the village of Ahmici, where they were systematically shot and burned to death by a Croatian militia.

There, he had his own close encounter with death. "It's easy to be idealistic about human rights in the classroom,"
he says. "But when you're in the midst of mutilated bodies and a sniper is trying to kill you the world looks very
different."

For the young lawyer the carnage in Ahmici was "devastating. Bosnia was radical evil on a whole different scale. At
an early age you're not prepared for this. It took many years and many sleepless nights to get over it."

But fate took an interesting turn. After Akhavan became the first legal adviser to the prosecutor at the newly
created International Criminal Tribune for Former Yugoslavia in 1994, he testified against Croatian Gen. Tihomir



Blaskic, who was held responsible for the Ahmici massacre and other atrocities, in a war crimes trial beginning
three years later.

"It was astonishing that I was in that courtroom testifying against him," Akhavan says. "I was not only a
prosecutor, but a witness."

Blaskic's 45-year sentence was later reduced on appeal and he was granted early release when new evidence
emerged that he was not guilty of personally overseeing the attack.

After leaving the tribunal in 2000, Akhavan attended the trial of former Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic,
accused of fuelling the wars in Yugoslavia that left more than 100,000 people dead.

"Having spent a decade of my life amid mass graves, suffering and horror, there was a sense of futility. But then
against overwhelming odds, you see the star villain in the dock."

Admittedly "burnt out" by his experiences, Akhavan persisted. "You have to shine a light into the dark abyss and
say that there is something called international law and human rights. Even if we can't immediately enforce it, it
must be the basis for the exercise of power."

His "addictive" quest for justice would take him beyond the Balkans to countries including Cambodia, Guatemala,
East Timor, Rwanda and Iraq. He was a founder of the Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre and a
prosecutor of a "people's tribunal" to expose the thousands of murders of innocent people instigated by the
Khomeini regime.

In his more than two-decade career, Akhavan has had a hand in some of the most dramatic human rights cases of
the day.

Among others, he helped to set up the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda after the 1994 genocide, stood
up for the rights of U.S. citizens designated as enemy combatants, was a counsel on landmark cases on the
Armenian genocide and advised Haiti's government on prosecution of former dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier.

His writing on genocide has made him a world authority in the theory and practice of international human rights
law.

"Payam is an outstanding scholar, advocate, human rights lawyer and has an enormous reservoir of expertise,"
says international lawyer and former federal justice minister Irwin Cotler, who recruited him to McGill's law
faculty in 2006. "He is really ingenious for legal initiatives in holding violators to account - he thinks out of the
box."

Returning to Canada was a natural choice for Akhavan.

As a single parent of two sons, now 12 and 14, he says, "I wanted my children to be brought up in Canada." And as
an international lawyer, he was struck by the "remarkable contrast between Canada and the U.S. on the relevance
of human rights to our conception of the world."

Although the pace of his life is exhausting, he is convinced that "bearing witness is the beginning of all justice. It's
the fundamental act of empathy."

It leaves little down time. In addition to his full teaching schedule as an associate professor, he is helping to set up
a truth commission in Iraqi Kurdistan for Yazidis whose family members have been kidnapped, killed, raped and
tortured by Daesh. And he is campaigning for Canada to bring a case against Syria to the International Court of
Justice for crimes against humanity.

Meanwhile, Akhavan has been chosen to deliver the 2017 Massey Lectures, to be titled In Search of Justice: A
Human Rights Odyssey. They will be held in five cities across Canada and broadcast on the CBC.

Being chosen for the prestigious series, he says, is the "ultimate honour for someone arriving in the country
speaking just a few words of English and surviving schoolyard bullying, to take his place among the giants of the
Canadian intellectual and literary community."

He adds, "a career in human rights is about being in the right place at the wrong time. The ultimate success of an
international human rights lawyer is a world in which he can be unemployed."



US Impunity Erodes World Justice
Consortium News
By Nicolas J. Davies
October 25, 2016

In the past week, Burundi and South Africa have joined Namibia in
declaring their intention to withdraw from the jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court (ICC). They are likely to be followed by a
parade of other African countries, jeopardizing the future of an
international court that has prosecuted 39 officials from eight African
countries but has failed to indict a single person who is not African.

Ironically, African countries were among the first to embrace the ICC, so it is a striking turnaround that they are
now the first to give up on it.

But it is the United States that has played the leading role in preventing the ICC from fulfilling the universal
mandate for which it was formed, to hold officials of all countries accountable for the worst crimes in the world:
genocide; crimes against humanity; and war crimes - not least the crime of international aggression, which the
judges at Nuremberg defined as "the supreme international crime" from which all other war crimes follow.

As the ICC's founding father, former Nuremberg prosecutor Benjamin Ferencz, lamented in 2011, "You don't have
to be a criminologist to realize that if you want to deter a crime, you must persuade potential criminals that, if they
commit crimes, they will be hauled into court and be held accountable. It is the policy of the United States to do
just the opposite as far as the crime of aggression is concerned. Our government has gone to great pains to be sure
that no American will be tried by any international criminal court for the supreme crime of illegal war-making."

The U.S. has not only refused to accept the jurisdiction of the ICC over its own citizens. It has gone further,
pressuring other countries to sign Bilateral Immunity Agreements (BIA), in which they renounce the right to refer
U.S. citizens to the ICC for war crimes committed on their territory.

The U.S. has also threatened to cut off U.S. aid to countries that refuse to sign them. The BIAs violate those
countries' own commitments under the ICC statute, and the U.S. pressure to sign them has been rightly
condemned as an outrageous effort to ensure impunity for U.S. war crimes.

Resistance to U.S. Impunity

To the credit of our international neighbors, this U.S. strategy has met with substantial resistance. The European
Parliament overwhelmingly passed a resolution stating that BIAs are incompatible with E.U. membership, and
urged E.U.- member states and countries seeking E.U. membership not to sign them.

Fifty-four countries have publicly refused to sign BIAs, and 24 have accepted cut-offs of U.S. aid as a consequence
of their refusal. Of 102 countries that have signed a BIA, only 48 are members of the ICC in any case, and only 15
of those countries are on record as having ratified the BIAs in their own parliaments.

Thirty-two other ICC members have apparently allowed BIAs to take effect without parliamentary ratification, but
this has been challenged by their own country's legal experts in many cases.

The U.S. campaign to undermine the ICC is part of a much broader effort by the U.S. government to evade all
forms of accountability under the laws that are supposed to govern international behavior in the modern world,
even as it continues to masquerade as a global champion of the rule of law.

The treaties that U.S. policy systematically violates today were crafted by American statesmen and diplomats,
working with their foreign colleagues, to build a world where all people would enjoy some basic protections from
the worst atrocities, instead of being subject only to the law of the jungle or "might makes right."

So current U.S. policy is a cynical betrayal of the work and wisdom of past generations of Americans, as well as of
countless victims all over the world to whom we are effectively denying the protections of the U.N. Charter, the
Geneva Conventions, the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child and other multilateral treaties that our
country ignores, violates or refuses to ratify.

Avoiding the jurisdiction of international courts is only one of the ways that the U.S. evades international
accountability for its criminal behavior. Another involves an elaborate and well-disguised public relations
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campaign that exploit the powerful position of U.S. corporations in the world of commercial media.

Major Propaganda Funding

The U.S. government spends a billion dollars per year on public relations or, more bluntly, propaganda, including
$600 million from the Pentagon budget. The work of its P.R. teams and contractors is laundered by U.S.
newspapers and repeated and analyzed ad nauseam by monolithic, flag-waving TV networks.

These profitable corporate operations monopolize the public airwaves in the U.S., and also use their financial
clout, slick marketing and the support of the U.S. State Department to maintain a powerful presence in foreign
and international media markets.

Foreign media in allied countries provide further legitimacy and credibility to U.S. talking-points and narratives as
they echo around the world. Meanwhile, Hollywood fills cinema and TV screens across the world with an
idealized, glamorized, inspirational version of America that still mesmerizes many people.

This whole elaborate "information warfare" machine presents the United States as a global leader for democracy,
human rights and the rule of law, even as it systematically and catastrophically undermines those same principles.
It enables our leaders to loudly and persuasively demonize other countries and their leaders as dangerous
violators of international law, even as the U.S. and its allies commit far worse crimes.

Double Standards in Syria/Iraq

Today, for instance, the U.S. and its allies are accusing Syria and Russia of war crimes in east Aleppo, even as
America's own and allied forces launch a similar assault on Mosul. Both attacks are killing civilians and reducing
much of a city to rubble; the rationale is the same, counterterrorism; and there are many more people in the line
of fire in Mosul than in east Aleppo.

But the U.S. propaganda machine ensures that most Americans see one, in Mosul, as a legitimate
counterterrorism operation (with Islamic State accused of using the civilians as "human shields") and the other, in
east Aleppo, as a massacre (with the presence of Al Qaeda's Syrian affiliate, the former Nusra Front, virtually
whited out of the West's coverage, which focuses almost entirely on the children and makes no mention of "human
shields").

The phrase "aggressive war" is also a no-no in the Western media when the U.S. government launches attacks
across international borders. In the past 20 years, the U.S. has violated the U.N. Charter to attack at least eight
countries (Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, Libya and Syria), and the resulting wars have
killed about two million people.

A complex whirlwind of conflict and chaos rages on in all the countries where the U.S. and its allies have lit the
flames of war since 2001, but U.S. leaders still debate new interventions and escalations as if we are the fire
brigade not the arsonists. (By contrast, the U.S. government and the Western media are quick to accuse Russia or
other countries of "aggression" even in legally murky situations, such as after the U.S.-backed coup in 2014 that
ousted the elected president of Ukraine.)

Systematic violations of the Geneva Conventions are an integral part of U.S. war-making. Most are shrouded in
secrecy, and the propaganda machine spins the atrocities that slip through into the public record as a
disconnected series of aberrations, accidents and "bad apples," instead of as the result of illegal rules of
engagement and unlawful orders from higher-ups.

The senior officers and civilian officials who are criminally responsible for these crimes under U.S. and
international law systematically abuse their powerful positions to subvert investigations, cover up their crimes and
avoid any accountability whatsoever.

Pinter's Complaint

When British playwright Harold Pinter was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2005, he bravely and
brilliantly used his Nobel lecture to speak about the real role that the U.S. plays in the world and how it
whitewashes its crimes. Pinter recounted a meeting at the U.S. Embassy in London in the 1980s in which a senior
embassy official, Raymond Seitz, flatly denied U.S. war crimes against Nicaragua for which the U.S. was in fact
convicted of aggression by the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Seitz went on to serve as Assistant Secretary of
State, U.S. Ambassador to the U.K., and then Vice-Chairman of Lehman Brothers.



As Pinter explained: "this 'policy' was by no means restricted to Central America. It was conducted throughout the
world. It was never-ending. And it is as if it never happened.

"The United States supported and in many cases engendered every right wing military dictatorship in the world
after the end of the Second World War. I refer to Indonesia, Greece, Uruguay, Brazil, Paraguay, Haiti, Turkey, the
Philippines, Guatemala, El Salvador, and, of course, Chile. The horror the United States inflicted upon Chile in
1973 can never be purged and can never be forgiven.

"Hundreds of thousands of deaths took place throughout these countries. Did they take place? And are they in all
cases attributable to US foreign policy? The answer is yes they did take place and they are attributable to American
foreign policy. But you wouldn't know it.

"It never happened. Nothing ever happened. Even while it was happening it wasn't happening. It didn't matter. It
was of no interest. The crimes of the United States have been systematic, constant, vicious, remorseless, but very
few people have actually talked about them. You have to hand it to America. It has exercised a quite clinical
manipulation of power worldwide while masquerading as a force for universal good. It's a brilliant, even witty,
highly successful act of hypnosis."

If in 2016 the world seems to be more violent and chaotic than ever, it is not because the United States lacks the
will to use force or project power, as both major party candidates for President and their military advisers appear
to believe, but because our leaders have placed too much stock in the illegal threat and use of force and have lost
faith in the rule of law, international cooperation and diplomacy.

After a century of commercial dominance, and 75 years of investing disproportionately in weapons, military forces
and geopolitical schemes, perhaps it is understandable that U.S. leaders have forgotten how to deal fairly and
respectfully with our international neighbors.

But it is no longer an option to muddle along, leaving a trail of death, ruin and chaos in our wake, counting on an
elaborate propaganda machine to minimize the blowback on our country and our lives.

Sooner rather than later, Americans and our leaders must knuckle down and master the very different attitudes
and skills we will need to become law-abiding global citizens in a peaceful, sustainable, multipolar world

The International Criminal Court is a bully, and other popular myths
Mail & Guardian Africa
By Karen Williams
October 25, 2016

The International Criminal Court grew out of the international justice
movement that flourished after the ending of apartheid in South Africa and
the fall of dictatorships in South America.

South Africa joined the ICC soon after its inception in 1998, and the country was one of the early supporters for
setting up the court. In this, it was joined by other developing countries that wanted an international mechanism
to try the gravest of human rights abuses. By 1 April 2015, a total 123 countries had joined ICC.

The court remains one of the few avenues of justice for the citizens of a number of countries. Shortly after
Sudanese president Omar al-Bashir fled his ICC arrest warrant in South Africa on 15 June, the Palestinian
Authority handed over documentation to the court's prosecutor, detailing alleged Israeli crimes in the occupied
West Bank and during the war on Gaza in 2014.

The Palestinians have fought hard to join the ICC and, with the stance it has taken on the al-Bashir issue, South
Africa has found itself adopting a position similar to Israel's, which says that it will refuse to cooperate with the
ICC.

No mechanism of enforcement

The al-Bashir case did not showcase the bullying tactics nor the strength of the ICC, as some of the court's critics
maintain . In fact, it revealed one of the more significant weaknesses of the ICC - that it has no mechanism of
enforcement.

Unlike domestic courts within a country, the ICC does not have a police force, or an army at its disposal. Therefore
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the ICC was in no position to force South Africa to arrest al-Bashir: it relied on South Africa to comply with its
arrest warrant.

It must be noted that the South African parliament drafted and signed the ICC Act into law on 16 August 2002,
making the provisions of the ICC's founding treaty (the Rome Statute) part of domestic law. The ICC therefore, did
not infringe on South Africa's sovereignty, as its opponents say: the ICC Act is domestic South African law, which
is why a local South African court and judges tried to enforce al-Bashir's arrest warrant.

Majority of cases referred by African governments

African politicians opposed to the ICC like to suggest the court has free rein to target African leaders. In fact, the
ICC has been set up as a court of last resort, meaning that it will only intervene if a local state is either unable or
unwilling to prosecute serious human rights abuses.

And the facts contradict the claim that the ICC has been targeting African leaders in particular as the majority of
ICC cases have been referred to it by African governments themselves.

In December 2003, Uganda became the first country to invite the ICC prosecutor to investigate the rebel Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA). Since then, the governments of the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Central African
Republic and Mali have all asked the ICC to investigate grave human rights abuses within its territories.

The investigation in Kenya resulted from local political attempts to deal with the 2007/8 post-election violence.
The investigation in the Ivory Coast has also been carried out with the agreement of the Ivorian government. Only
Sudan and Libya have been referred to the ICC through the United Nations Security Council.

The Sudan referral was significant because it came about through a unanimous decision by the Security Council.
This means that both Russia and China (traditionally seen as champions of developing countries) agreed with the
need for the investigation and did not exercise their veto, despite their close relationship with Sudan.

Although all current cases before the ICC stems from Africa, cases that are part of the ICC's preliminary
examinations are mostly from outside of the continent: Palestine, Honduras, Ukraine, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Colombia and Georgia.

Besides these cases, there are also lobbies within a number of other countries like Syria, Myanmar/Burma and
Mexico asking for the ICC prosecutor to launch investigations. And in the 1990s, before the ICC was set up, the
international powers did set up a special tribunal, the ICTY, to try war crimes from the wars of the former
Yugoslavia, resulting in dozens of cases and many successful prosecutions.

African position on al-Bashir not unanimous

Despite the rhetoric, attempts to arrest al-Bashir largely come from within Africa. Some examples:

● Kenya issued an arrest warrant for al-Bashir in November 2011, as a result of his indictment by the ICC,

● In 2012, an African Union summit had to be moved from Malawi to Ethiopia, after Lilongwe said it would arrest
al-Bashir if he entered the country,

● In 2013 al-Bashir fled Nigeria soon after arriving for an AU meeting, after local activists tried to get a court to
issue an arrest warrant.

(Note: Read about other attempts in Daily Maverick's piece " Africa and the ICC: The ties that still bind".)

Even the current AU position on al-Bashir has not been unanimous: Botswana has criticised the South African
government's refusal to comply with a court order.

There is a certain irony in portrayals of al-Bashir as a victim of anti-African sentiment: his genocide charges relate
to allegations that Khartoum, as part of its Islamist and Arab supremacist policies, armed Arab groups specifically
to commit genocide against "African" groups in Darfur.

Signatories allowed to set up tribunals

Throughout the debate around al-Bashir, the South African government and the AU have called for the
establishment of an African court to try major human rights cases. This ignores the fact that domesticating the



Rome Statute allows African signatories to set up tribunals to try international crimes.

Even as leaders of the AU urge its members to not to cooperate with the ICC, African survivors - ordinary citizens -
are pushing for international justice. In July, a Senegalese court will start the trial of former Chadian ruler,
Hissène Habré, accused of crimes against humanity, torture and war crimes. The court chambers were
inaugurated by Senegal and the AU in 2013 to prosecute mass human rights abuses during Habré's rule between
1982 and 1990.

The trial is the result of more than 20 years of activism by survivors and victims' families in Chad. It is significant
because it is the first case in Africa to be tried according to universal jurisdiction, a principle in international law
that allows domestic courts to prosecute serious crimes, even if those crimes are committed in another country, by
a non-national and against foreign victims.

In the end, African justice for torture and human rights abuses does not look very different from justice anywhere
else in the world.

Cultural Destruction: A Crime Against Humanity
Brown Political Review
By Katherine Chin
October 25, 2016

Last week, the International Criminal Court found Islamic militant Ahmad
al-Faqi al-Mahdi guilty of war crimes and sentenced him to nine years in
prison. Al-Mahdi now joins the ranks of Jean-Pierre Bemba, Germain
Katanga, and Thomas Lubanga Dyilo as one of the only people to be
convicted by the International Criminal Court since its inception in 2002.
But unlike Bemba, Katanga, and Dyilo, al-Mahdi was not found guilty on the
grounds of rape, torture, conscription of child soldiers, or ethnic massacres.
Rather, in a groundbreaking case, the ICC ruled that he was guilty of war
crimes for intentionally destroying religious buildings and historical
monuments during the war in Mali in 2012.

A religious scholar, al-Mahdi was the spiritual adviser of the Ansar Dine group, which attacked nine mausoleums
and the ancient door of the Sidi Yahia mosque in Timbuktu when it seized the city along with a coalition of
militant factions. As commander of the Hisba, the religious police, al-Mahdi was charged with ordering and
overseeing the destruction of the shrines. His trial, the first to rule cultural and religious destruction a war crime,
has been touted by many, including the head of UNESCO and the ICC's Chief Prosecutor, as a groundbreaking
advancement in international law and an important precedent in its definition of crimes against humanity.
UNESCO has declared the ICC ruling an important step in the international movement "to restore human dignity,
self-esteem, and confidence, including global campaigns to teach about cultural diversity and human rights, in
order to prevent the danger of radicalization . . . heritage must be at the frontline of peacebuilding, and a central
component of our response to the new conflicts of the 21st century."

UNESCO's declaration is reflective of the way we have understood and interpreted recent conflicts. The ICC ruling
is representative of a global trend that recognizes the symbolism of attacking cultural heritage sites as a means of
waging ideological war and a world that is increasingly more intolerant of such rampage. Richard Goldstone, the
first chief prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, has said that "the intention
in almost every case is to attack the dignity" of the people - such attacks "should be seen as a signal of serious
persecution to follow" and as "precursors to crimes against humanity such as ethnic cleansing."

"The devastation of precious artifacts or religious and historical monuments…is a crime against humanity and an
attack on human dignity, not merely an attack on physical things."

During the trial, Chief Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda compared the attacks in Timbuktu to the Islamic State's
capture and destruction of the ancient city of Palmyra, which is considered one of the major turning points in the
Syrian conflict. During their occupation of the city, Islamic State militants turned the monumental first century
Temple of Bel into a pile of ruins, demolished the Arch of Triumph, and set off explosions at the 1,900-year-old
Temple of Baalshamin. When the Assad regime recaptured Palmyra, few archaeological treasures remained intact.
The Syrian government, the international community, and civil society groups immediately mobilized to restore
and vindicate Palmyra. A few weeks after the recapture, the Oxford Institute of Digital Archaeology unveiled a
scale model of the Arch of Triumph in Egyptian marble in London's Trafalgar Square as an act of solidarity and, as
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London Mayor Boris Johnson has described it, an act in "defiance of the barbarians." Russia brought the St.
Petersburg's Mariinsky Orchestra to perform in one of the only sites that was still standing in the city, the Roman
amphitheater. An audience of international reporters, Syrian soldiers, Russian officials, and UNESCO dignitaries
gathered to listen to Bach in the ancient city, a symbol of "hope that our contemporary civilization will be relieved
from this horrible disease, international terrorism," as Putin declared. Archaeologists and experts from the United
States, Germany, and Poland, among others, gathered to assess the damage, release a report, and plan the
reconstruction effort so that the city could be rebuilt. It was a grand collaboration to demonstrate cultural and
ideological victory - an important signal to the world that civilization will always triumph, even in an ideological
war.

But the recapture of Palmyra and the international campaign to condemn cultural destruction and rebuild the city
rings slightly hollow. The reason why cultural destruction has been declared a war crime is because of its overlap
with genocide, in that it is an attack on a specific group of human beings defined by their religion or ethnicity with
the intention of erasing their culture. The devastation of precious artifacts or religious and historical monuments
is significant because of the role these objects occupy in a specific community's collective identity. It is a crime
against humanity and an attack on human dignity, not merely an attack on physical things.

In Palmyra, this human aspect has been lost in the symbolism. The international community has been more
concerned with the fate of Syria's museums, monuments, and artwork than the communities that surround them
and suffer under these attacks. For all the talk about the loss of the Temple of Bel, little has been said about the
280 people that were executed during ISIL's occupation of the city. The Russian concert might display the
"triumph of civilization," but Bach means much more to foreign dignitaries than to the people of Palmyra. The
project director of the Arch of Triumph model said that the message of the replica was that "we have common
heritage. Our heritage is universal - it is not just for Syrian people." As a result of this attitude, the Syrian people
have been largely erased from international efforts to rebuild Palmyra.

In Timbuktu, with the conviction of al-Mahdi and the official declaration of cultural destruction as a war crime,
the world must not forget that these are attacks on a people. The obliteration of artifacts and temples are only as
significant as their physical, psychological, and human effects, and a symbolic victory is not true restoration. As
his former teacher wrote, al-Mahdi "is just a little fish." Wars may look like they are being fought in culture and
ideology, but repairing artifacts without addressing human losses is merely catching little fish and declaring grand
victories in restorative justice.
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The Effect of International Criminal Tribunals on Local Judicial Culture: The Superiority of
the Hybrid Tribunal 
By Frank Dame
Michigan State International Law Review, Vol. 24, No. 211
October 4, 2015

The purpose of this paper is to explore the effect international tribunals
have on the judicial culture of domestic legal systems compared to the
effects of hybrid tribunals, and will show that the latter best develops
domestic judicial culture. In doing so, six tribunals will be examined. After
finishing the separate examinations, this paper will conclude that hybrid
tribunals are better suited to develop a domestic judicial culture. Last, from
a perspective that prioritizes the development of local judicial culture, this
paper will consider the continuing viability of future tribunals given the
creation of the International Criminal Court (ICC). It will then conclude for
several reasons that ad hoc tribunals are not only still relevant, but
preferable to the ICC.
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