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 PSG footballer linked to war crimes and global fraudster (EU Anti-Corruption) December 21, 2018

The International Criminal Court has made two arrests in an extraordinary case
concerning war crimes in the Central African Republic, with connections to a
notorious fraudster hiding in France. Alfred Yekatom, an MP nicknamed “Rambo”,
was arrested in November while Patrice Ngaissona was arrested December 12 in
France on an ICC warrant. Ngaissona is a former head of the CAR football federation.

Ngaissona was the self-styled political co-ordinator of the anti-Balakar militias, and stands accused of war crimes. His militia
carried out sustained attacks on the country’s Muslim population in 2013-2014. He faces charges of crimes against humanity,
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extermination, torture, attacking civilians recruiting child soldiers. Yekatom faces charges of torture.

The anti-Balaka was a predominantly Christian group that fought against the Seleka, a group of armed rebels, mostly Muslim,
who overthrew the sitting President, Francois Bozize, in March 2013. The country is currently ruled by a transitional
government and a UN peacekeeping force remains on site. While the ICC recognises the two groups were engaged in armed
conflict, they allege that actions of the anti-Balaka constituted war crimes and are prosecuting on that basis.

Ange Oueifio was a professional footballer who played for both PSG in Paris and Motherwell in Scotland. He is a dual French-
CAR citizen. He is also the nephew of former president, Francois Bozize. In 2014 the French Minister for Public Finances,
Michel Sapin, froze Ouifio’s assets as part of an investigation. It was alleged that he was funding the anti-Balaka though for
various reasons a conviction could not be secured. Oueifio also has clear ties to the notorious global fraudster, Mukhtar
Ablyazov, who just so happens to be hiding out in France. He is a wanted man across much of the world, including the UK
from where he fled to France after being convicted in London’s High Court.

Ablyazov and his wife Alma Shalabayeva acquired CAR passports under the former president, Bozize, Oueifio’s uncle. They
were issued under the names Marat Ayan and Alma Ayan. CAR is widely known to sell passports. It is believed that it was with
his fake CAR passport that Ablyazov managed to escape a 22-month prison sentence when he fled the country in 2012.

According to documents seen by EUAC, Ouiefio received around $3m from Ablyazov’s son-in-law, Iliyas Khrapunov, between
2011-2013, and possibly later. Khrapunov has recently been found guilty of helping Ablyazov launder hundreds of millions of
dollars from the proceeds of crime through various offshore shell companies and his fake investment company, Swiss
Development Group (SDG).

Payments to Ouiefio were generically called “investment into Africa” and were routed via the Khrapunov-controlled
companies Amber Ltd, Hazel Ltd, Beron Holdings Ltd, and Aim Resources Ltd. One of Oueifio’s “consultancy agreements”,
dated the 25th of January 2012, allowed him to receive up to $10m. Khrapunov and his wife, Madina Ablyazova (Mukhtar’s
daughter), also took CAR passports and were given consular roles in 2013.

Khrapunov’s company, Vilder Company SA, has paid various bills for the CAR embassy in Geneva, as well as for the
ambassador’s parking between 2013-2014. At the same time, Khrapunov and Ablyazova flaunted themselves around Geneva in
cars with diplomatic number plates.

Clearly a number of questions remain unresolved: for what purpose was Khrapunov pushing millions of dollars to Oueifio?
And were Khrapunov and his boss, Ablyazov, funnelling money to the anti-Balaka through Oueifio, in order to secure a safe
haven should Ablyazov have to flee Europe altogether? More importantly, what were these proceeds of crime actually used for,
and did the money allow crimes against humanity?

This is a highly unusual case and the ICC proceedings are set to be explosive.

 French court orders sending Central African Republic war crimes suspect to ICC (Reuters) By
Richard Balmforth 
December 31, 2018

A French court has authorised Central Africa Republic soccer executive and alleged
militia leader Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona to be handed over to the Hague war crimes
tribunal, a judicial source said on Monday.

Ngaissona, who has been described by prosecutors as the “senior leader” of the anti-balaka militia that carried out systematic
attacks on the Muslim population in 2013-2014, was arrested in France on Dec. 12.

The International Criminal Court (ICC) says Ngaissona is suspected of war crimes and crimes against humanity including
murder, extermination, deportation, persecution, torture, attacking civilians, and recruiting child soldiers.

Ngaissona, who was elected as a top executive of Africa’s football governing body CAF, has denied the charges.

A search was carried out at his French home after he was detained at Charles de Gaulle airport and the investigating chamber
of the Paris appeal court has now ordered him to be handed over to the war crimes tribunal, the source said.

The decision is subject to appeal, the source added.

The ICC said on Dec. 12 it had made a request to French authorities for Ngaïssona to be handed over to the court once national
procedure had been completed.

Central African Republic has been mired by inter-communal violence since 2013 after a coalition of mostly northern rebels

https://af.reuters.com/article/africaTech/idAFKCN1OW096-OZATP
https://af.reuters.com/article/africaTech/idAFKCN1OW096-OZATP


known as Seleka, seized power in March 2013. Their brutal rule gave rise to the mostly Christian anti-balaka militia.

Despite the presence of thousands United Nations peacekeepers and a presidential election, tit-for-tat violence has continued
and thousands have died due to the conflict.

The ICC has said it is investigating crimes committed by all parties in the conflict including the Seleka rebels.

In November, another leader of the anti-balaka militia Alfred Yekatom, a sitting member of the country’s parliament once
nicknamed “Rambo”, was arrested and handed to The Hague court.

[back to contents]

Sudan & South Sudan

Official Website of the International Criminal Court
ICC Public Documents - Situation in Darfur, Sudan

 Janjaweed, ghost squads and a divided nation: How Sudan's Bashir stays in power (CNN) By Yousra
Elbagir and Nima Elbagir
December 31, 2018

President Omar al-Bashir was addressing his top police officers on Sunday following
days of unrest across Sudan. In a video disseminated by the state news agency
SUNA, his words sounded remarkably conciliatory.

"It is the duty of the state to maintain security without abuse, and to implement internal security principles using the least
possible force," Bashir told his officers. "The purpose is not to kill the people but the ultimate goal is to maintain the security
and stability for the citizens."

The feed, provided by SUNA, cut off there, but Bashir's speech wasn't over.

In a video captured by the Turkish news agency Anadolu and currently making the rounds on Sudanese social media, he
continued: "but sometimes -- as we said and as God himself said -- you have, in the exacting of penance, life. What is exacting
penance? It is killing, it is execution, but God described it as life because it is a deterrence to others so we can maintain
security." At the conclusion of his address, the President and his officers began to dance.

But in Bashir's Sudan, executions are often a "deterrence" enacted without recourse to judge or jury. In the days since anti-
government demonstrations began rippling across the country, there have been reports of dozens killed and hundreds more
wounded. The fear is now that this toll is set to rise.

Bashir's speech was taken as a sign by protesters that he had declared open season on them on the eve of mass protests in the
capital Khartoum on Monday.

At least 21 activists were released after being arrested in Khartoum for participating in Monday's demonstrations, a local
journalist told CNN. While the total number of arrests remains unclear, activists report that more than 300 protesters were
arrested.

The tactics and the language are not new. Bashir's plain-spoken colloquialisms, backed by recitations from the Quran as
justification, are almost as famous as the Arab tribal dances he routinely does with his cane aloft at rallies across the country.
They harken back to the early days of his regime, after he came to power in a military coup backed by Islamists in 1989, when
he portrayed himself as a man of the people, if one not exactly chosen by them.

In the first few years, Bashir ordered the interrogations and detentions of his opponents, real and imagined, in infamous
"ghost houses," where dissidents were tortured. He also reinforced his rule through the forced recruitment of northern
Sudanese boys as he waged war against the country's south, portraying it as an existential battle for the Muslims of Arab
descent in the north.

As different conflicts erupted across the country throughout his rule -- Darfur, South Kordofan, Blue Nile -- Bashir became

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/Home.aspx
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increasingly worried that his army could not be trusted to back him. Its ranks were filled with boys and men from historically
marginalized regions, where Bashir's Arab-centric imagery and tribal leader self-mythologizing rang hollow. So Bashir began
to rebuild.

A new paramilitary group, known as the Rapid Support Force, was created out of the remnants of the Janjaweed tribal militias
in Darfur. Their leader, Mohammed Hamdan "Hamadti," was made an adviser to the President, in spite of accusations of his
involvement in atrocities in Darfur.

Elite units known as "Abu Tayra" were added to the police force. The country's national security agency also gained a special
forces unit under the aegis of Sudan's commander in chief -- Field Marshal Omar al-Bashir.

These newly built units were more directly controlled by Bashir than traditional law enforcement agencies, and largely
consisted of young men from tribes of Arab descent, playing directly in to Bashir's policy of tribally dividing and conquering.

This policy has been reinforced in recent days by the parading across state television of Darfuri students of non-Arab descent,
accused of being "the foreign agents" responsible for the demonstrations and unrest.

All of this has now been unleashed against the demonstrators currently challenging his rule, with a few added extras -- the
snipers and the "ghost squads," young men in plain clothes patrolling the streets in government issued pick-up trucks.

Eyewitnesses described beatings and detentions by these men, along with the helplessness of not knowing who to hold
accountable or who to blame. Others described seeing plain-clothed snipers stationed on buildings along protest routes in
towns across Sudan. One even found a sniper stationed on the roof of his office building, without his knowledge.

The marches, for now though, continue. All ages and all professions are out in the streets, united with one call: it's time for
Bashir to go.

 UN calls on Sudan to probe killing of protesters (Sudan Tribune) December 31, 2018

The United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, on Friday called on the
Sudanese government to investigate the deaths during the ongoing protests across
the country.

Since 19 December, many cities across Sudan have been protesting against difficult economic conditions in the country, calling
to overthrow the regime of President al-Bashir. Also, demonstrators in some towns have burned the premises of the ruling
National Congress Party (NCP).

Al-Bashir accused unnamed groups of exploiting the living hardship to carry out sabotage and vandalism and described them
as “agents, mercenaries and traitors”.

In a statement released on Friday, the UN spokesperson said Guterres has appealed for "calm and restraint", and called on the
Sudanese authorities to conduct "a thorough investigation into the deaths and violence".

The spokesperson added that Guterres is monitoring "with concern" developments in Sudan including the reported violence
and fatalities. He "emphasizes the need to safeguard freedom of expression and peaceful assembly".

The demonstrations were met with excessive violence from the police and security forces leading to the death of 37 people and
injuring hundreds according to Amnesty International.

The Sudanese government admitted that 19 people have been killed during the protests, saying 406 people were injured
including 187 police officers.

Also, in a separate statements UN human rights said concerned by the excessive use of force against Sudanese protesters
recalling it constitutes an infringement on the right of peaceful assembly.

"The right to freedom of peaceful assembly is an inherent element of democracies," said the UN Special Rapporteur on the
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, Clement Nyaletsossi Voule.

"The Government should respond to legitimate grievances of the Sudanese people," Voule further said.

UN EXPERTS CONDEMN

For his part, the UN Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Sudan, Aristide Nononsi, condemned the use of
"lethal force" against peaceful demonstrations.

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article66846
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article66846


"I strongly urge the Sudanese security forces to exercise the utmost restraint to avoid the escalation of violence and take
immediate measures to protect the right to life of the demonstrators," Nononsi said.

Also, he said alarmed by of arbitrary arrests and detentions of protesters "We call on the Sudanese authorities to release those
detainees. We also urge the authorities to carry out independent and thorough investigations and to ensure that security forces
handle protests in line with the country’s international human rights obligations," he stressed.

Last October, Amnesty International recalled that the Sudanese authorities are yet to bring to justice a single person for the
killing of at least 185 people who were shot by the Sudanese security agents during the September 2013 protests.

Sudan lost 75% of its oil reserves after the southern part of the country became an independent nation in July 2011, denying
the north billions of dollars in revenues. Oil revenue constituted more than half of Sudan’s revenue and 90% of its exports.

The east African nation is facing an acute foreign exchange crisis and soaring inflation, despite the United States lifting of
economic sanctions in October 2017.

Inflation is running at 70% according to government figures. The Sudanese pound has lost 100% of its value, while shortages
of bread and fuel have regularly hit several cities.

 Sudanese opposition groups issue declaration for regime change (Sudan Tribune) January 1, 2019

The Sudanese Professional Association, and the opposition groups including the
National Consensus Alliance, Sudan Call and the Unionist Gathering Tuesday
launched the Declaration of Freedom and Change which calls on al-Bashir to step
down and the removal of his regime.

The declaration which proposes the formation of an apolitical transition government to lead the country for four years comes
as the signatories have already agreed to coordinate their political action and to back the nationwide protests calling for al-
Bashir to leave.

The signatory opposition forces which include several armed groups reiterated their commitment for peaceful means to
achieve regime change in Sudan as they have condemned the use of use of force against the peaceful demonstrations.

During the transitional period, the technocrat government would hold a constitutional conference after negotiating peace
agreements including the security arrangements with the armed groups.

In this respect, the two-page text pointed to the fate of the fighters of the different armed groups and underscored that the
national matters can be discussed in the constitutional conference.

The text of the declaration includes issues similar to the memo of the 22 parties in term of economic reforms and ending
Sudan’s regional and international isolation.

However, it dedicated a separate paragraph to speak about the need to address the root causes of the Sudanese crisis and to
repatriate the displaced persons and refugees to their areas of origin, after financial compensation and restoration of grabbed
land.

Also, it underscores the need to review the organisation of the army and security services as well as the civil service in a way to
end the ruling National Congress Party (NCP)’s control over the three state institutions.

On Tuesday The NCP rejected a memo by 22 groups that participated in the national dialogue calling on al-Bashir to step
down and to transfer power to a collegial body flanked by a transitional government. Minni Minnawi, the Sudan Call
Secretary-General issued a statement welcoming the memo of the 22 groups that distanced themselves from the regime.

"We, the Sudan Call forces and our partners in the opposition forces reaffirm our support to the revolution," Minnawi said. He
further added that the signing of the Declaration of Freedom and Change by the Sudan Call aims to strengthen the unity of the
forces of change.

He stressed they will not deviate from the demands included in this declaration starting by al-Bashir resignation and the
removal of his regime.

[back to contents]
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Democratic Republic of the Congo

Official Website of the International Criminal Court
ICC Public Documents - Situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo

 Risk of 'grave crimes' in DRC ahead of vote (News24) December 21, 2018

The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor warned on Thursday of a risk of
"grave crimes" in the troubled Democratic Republic of Congo ahead of elections
scheduled for this weekend.

Fatou Bensouda said she would "not hesitate to take action" over such crimes linked to Sunday's vote, which is due to select a
successor to President Joseph Kabila, in power for nearly 18 years.

"I am concerned by the growing tensions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the risk of escalating violence that
could lead to the commission of grave crimes under the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court," Bensouda said in a
statement.

The Hague-based prosecutor made an "appeal to the Congolese people, and more particularly to the authorities, political
actors, their supporters and sympathisers, to do their utmost to prevent and avoid any conduct of criminal violence."

Bensouda added that she would "closely monitor developments in the DRC in the days and weeks to come and identify any act
of incitement or resort to violence."

"Experience in other countries has demonstrated that when passions run high during elections and people do not act with
restraint, this may lead to large-scale crimes within the jurisdiction of the ICC," she added.

"In such a case, my office will not hesitate to take action".

The ICC was set up in 2002 to try the world's worst crimes including war crimes and crimes against humanity. So far most of
its cases have involved African countries, including in the DRC.

Problems have piled up ahead of the Congolese vote, with violence at electoral rallies, inter-ethnic conflict, militia attacks in
the east and an Ebola outbreak.

Electoral campaigning officially began on November 22, since when at least six people have died in violence, according to a
Congolese rights NGO called Acaj.

The authorities deny that there have been any deaths linked to the campaign.

The DRC's national election commission is mulling whether to postpone the vote after nearly 8,000 of some 10,000 voting
terminals for the capital Kinshasa were destroyed in a warehouse blaze, sources there said.

 EU condemns expulsion of envoy Bart Ouvry (BBC) December 28, 2018

The European Union (EU) has condemned the Democratic Republic of Congo's
decision to expel its ambassador ahead of crucial elections on Sunday.

The order for Bart Ouvry to leave within 48 hours was "completely unjustified", an EU spokeswoman said.

DR Congo said it had taken the decision in retaliation for sanctions imposed on ruling party presidential candidate Emmanuel
Ramazani Shadary.

The run-up to DR Congo's poll has been marred by violence and chaos.

On Thursday, opposition supporters ransacked an Ebola assessment centre in the eastern city of Beni to protest against the
election commission's decision to postpone the poll there and in two other areas until March.

Clashes also broke out in the opposition strongholds of Goma and Butembo, both in the east of the country.

The election commission said the poll in Beni, Butembo and the western town of Yumbi would be delayed until March because
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of insecurity and an Ebola outbreak in the east, which has so far claimed more than 300 lives.

With President Joseph Kabila's successor due to be sworn in next month, it appears the votes of more than a million people
could be discounted.

But in an interview with the BBC, Mr Kabila insisted that postponing the vote until after the final result was due to be declared
was lawful.

"Don't worry, the law has catered for such issues," Mr Kabila said.

He is backing Mr Shadary, his former interior minister, who is facing a strong challenge from ex-oil tycoon Martin Fayulu and
Felix Tshisekedi, the son of the late veteran opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi.

What led to the diplomatic row?

Sanctions were first imposed on Mr Shadary in 2017 for human rights violations, including a crackdown on the opposition.

On 10 December, EU foreign ministers extended a travel ban and asset freeze on Mr Shadary and 13 other people over "the
obstruction of the electoral process and the related human rights violations".

On Thursday, DR Congo's Foreign Minister Leonard She Okitundu said the government had "patiently" asked the EU to
suspend the sanctions until after the elections, but it had refused.

DR Congo had therefore been forced to take reciprocal action, and "punish" the EU for its "reprehensible behaviour", he
added.

In its reaction, the EU said it considered the expulsion of Mr Ouvry, a Belgian national, as regrettable and "completely
unjustified".

"On the eve of very challenging elections in DRC, such a decision can only be considered counterproductive," a spokeswoman
told the BBC.

How do African nations see the crisis?

The South African Development Community (Sadc), a regional bloc which includes DR Congo, has sent a delegation to the
country in a bid to ease tensions ahead of the poll.

Zambia's Foreign Minister Joel Malanji told the BBC the delegation planned to hold a roundtable discussion with all
presidential candidates later on Friday.

The delegation's visit to DR Congo comes after eight African states - Angola, a key alley of Mr Kabila - jointly expressed
"strong concern over acts of violence" during the campaign and called for "peaceful, free, democratic and transparent"
elections.

Their intervention was seen as crucial as DR Congo has never had an orderly transfer of power since independence from
Belgium in 1960, and the opposition fears that the poll will be rigged in favour of Mr Shardary. The commission insists that
the election will be credible.

What is the significance of DR Congo?

The vast central African state is rich in mineral resources and is the world's leading producer of cobalt, used to power mobile
phones and electric cars.

However, it has high levels of poverty, bad infrastructure, and a political and business elite accused of enriching itself at the
expense of the poor.

It has also been at the centre of what some observers call "Africa's world war", between 1997 and 2003.

The war, which dragged in regional states, claimed up to six million lives, either as a direct result of fighting or because of
disease and malnutrition.

 DRC electoral fraud fears rise as internet shutdown continues (The Guardian) By Jason Burke
January 1, 2019

Fears of electoral fraud are rising in the Democratic Republic of the Congo after

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/01/drc-electoral-fears-rise-as-internet-shutdown-continues
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/01/drc-electoral-fears-rise-as-internet-shutdown-continues


officials said a total block on internet connections and SMS services imposed after
the chaotic presidential poll on Sunday could last for several days.

Both the opposition and ruling coalition have claimed victory in the elections – the third poll since 2002 and the end of a civil
war in which millions died.

The election, which some observers hope may bring a measure of political stability to the vast central African country, was
marred by widespread logistics problems, insecurity and an outbreak of Ebola. Millions were left unable to vote.

Barnabé Kikaya Bin Karubi, a senior adviser to the outgoing president, Joseph Kabila, said internet and SMS services were cut
on Monday to preserve public order after “fictitious results” began circulating on social media. “That could lead us straight
toward chaos,” Kikaya told Reuters, adding that the connections would remain cut until the publication of preliminary results
on 6 January.

The signal to Radio France Internationale (RFI), one of the most popular news sources in the DRC, was also down, and the
government withdrew the accreditation of RFI’s main DRC correspondent late on Monday for having aired unofficial results
from the opposition.

Opposition activists said they believed the internet had been cut off to prevent people circulating information that could allow
the official count to be challenged when it is announced.

“It is very straightforward. They don’t want us to compile our own totals of votes,” said one Kinshasa resident who requested
anonymity.

Olivier Kamitatu, a spokesperson for opposition candidates, said the media crackdown was part of a “plan to obscure the truth
of the ballot box”.

The measures drew a sharp response from several western powers. In a statement supported by the UK and France, the EU
and the US called on authorities to restore the internet and to allow the country’s two main election monitors – the National
Episcopal Conference of Congo (CENCO) and Symocel, an alliance of citizens’ observer missions – access to the count.

The election, which passed off mostly peacefully, could bring about the central African country’s first ostensibly democratic
transition of power in its troubled history and chart a road to a better future. Others fear renewed instability if the opposition
rejects the results and calls for protests.

Already delayed by two years, the poll was postponed by a further week to allow more time to overcome logistical challenges in
a country of 80 million inhabitants spread over an area the size of western Europe with almost no metalled roads.

Kabila’s second electoral mandate expired in 2016 and he only reluctantly called new elections under pressure from regional
powers. The constitution forbade him from standing again and critics claim he hopes now to rule through the handpicked
government candidate, Emmanuel Ramazani Shadary.

The president congratulated “the Congolese people” for having “accomplished their civic duty in peace and dignity” in a new
year address broadcast on national television on Tuesday. “There can be no doubt. The DRC is not only a republic but … a
democracy too,” he said.

But analysts have long said the period after the elections would be more dangerous to the long-term stability of the DRC than
the polls themselves. Opposition parties have pledged to oppose any result they see as fraudulent, promising to paralyse the
country with a campaign of protests.

“If the results during the publication of the presidential results don’t reflect the truth … trouble will break out across the city,”
said Fabrice Shweka, a resident of the eastern city of Goma.

In the poll on Sunday, Shadary, a hardline interior minister under EU sanctions for his role in a bloody crackdown on pro-
democracy activists last year, faced off against two main opposition challengers, Félix Tshisekedi and Martin Fayulu.

A survey shortly before the vote put Fayulu, a former business executive, ahead by more than 20 points. Shadary came in third
on 19%. In a statement late on Monday, Fayulu complained about irregularities but said he was encouraged by the
determination of Congolese people to vote despite long queues and voting machines that broke down.

“I call for vigilance across the board and the general mobilisation of all Congolese so that the truth of the ballot box, the sole
witness to the will of the Congolese people, can reward their efforts and sacrifices,” he said.

Members of Fayulu’s campaign team have accused the government of ordering the shutdown to avoid broadcasting his



“overwhelming victory”.

The DRC refused international offers of help to conduct the elections, claiming it would compromise its sovereignty.

Hundreds of polling places opened hours late because they did not have the needed lists of registered voters. Many voters
could not find their names on the lists and there were problems with more than 500 of the electronic voting machines.

Many polls stayed open into the night to allow those waiting in line to cast ballots. At least one Kinshasa polling station did not
open until after the official closing time.

The government’s last-minute decision to bar an estimated 1 million people in two opposition-stronghold cities from voting on
Sunday, citing the deadly Ebola outbreak in the eastern part of the country, prompted protests.

The DRC suffers from widespread corruption, continuing conflict, endemic disease, and some of the world’s highest levels of
sexual violence and malnutrition. It is also rich in minerals, including those crucial to the world’s smartphones and electric
cars.

The country has not known a peaceful transfer of power since winning independence from Belgium in 1960.
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Lake Chad Region — Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon

 Boko Haram sacks two Nigeria military bases near Baga on Lake Chad (The Defense Post) December
28, 2018

Boko Haram sacked two military bases in northeast Nigeria as the jihadist fighters
battle for control of a strategic town on Lake Chad, military sources said on
Thursday.

Islamic State West Africa Province fighters overran a naval base and a Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) post in the
fishing town of Baga after a fierce battle overnight on Wednesday, December 26, the sources told AFP.

Fighters in several vehicles stormed Baga and engaged troops in intense fighting at the MNJTF base which hosts units from
Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon.

The insurgents also sacked a naval base in Mile 3 which lies 3 miles (5 km) from Baga, a military source who asked not to be
identified told AFP.

“The troops were overpowered and forced to withdraw,” the source, adding that “the terrorists carted away guntrucks,
ammunition and multiple rocket launchers from the base.”

Troops from the two bases withdrew to another naval base at Fish Dam on the shores of Lake Chad, the military source said.

That base was well secured, and resisted several attempts by Boko Haram fighters to overrun it, the source added.

The jihadists then retreated and the troops decided not to pursue them to avoid running into an ambush, a strategy Boko
Haram often employs against the military, the officer said.

Nigerian army spokesperson Sani Usman confirmed the attack in a Facebook post which said the assault began at about 7 p.m.
local time (1800 GMT).

“The troops along with their Nigerian Navy counterparts put up a very determined fight” all night, he said, adding that one
navy member was killed.

Troop reinforcements were in pursuit of the Boko Haram fighters and the Nigerian Air Force was also mobilised and engaged
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the fleeing fighters, he said.

Residents of the regional capital Maiduguri reported seeing six fighter jets flying towards Baga on Thursday.

In January 2015, Boko Haram overran the MNJTF base and took control of Baga, killing hundreds of residents and forcing
thousands to flee to Maiduguri. The town was later retaken, but jihadists continue to attack the military and civilians in the
area, which is an ISWAP stronghold.

Its fighters occupy camps on many islands in Lake Chad.

Update December 29

ISIS claimed ISWAP fighters were responsible for the Baga attacks, saying that dozens of military personnel were killed and
injured and four were captured. It said “several” barracks were burned.

 Niger army kills over 280 Boko Haram militants (The Tribune) January 2, 2019

Niger’s army killed more than 280 Boko Haram militants near the southeast border
with Nigeria in days of land and air raids, the defence ministry said on Wednesday.

More than 200 jihadists were killed in air strikes and a further 87 by ground troops since the offensive began on December 28,
the ministry said in a statement read on state television.

It comes after Western African leaders held talks in November on the escalating attacks by the Nigerian Islamist group in the
Lake Chad area, a strategic region where the borders of Chad, Cameroon, Nigeria and Niger converge.

The operations were carried out on the islands of Lake Chad and along the Komadougou Yobe river which serves as a natural
border between Niger and Nigeria, which has suffered a string of recent attacks on its military bases.

The Niger army said it had lost no troops or equipment in its offensive and had seized eight canoes and two rocket launchers
as well as assault weapons, ammunition and vehicles.

In December, Niger’s defence minister said he feared Boko Haram would launch renewed attacks on its positions from
January, when the Komadougou Yobe river’s waters which usually prevent incursions begin to recede.

Niamey was particularly concerned by the situation in Nigeria where “military bases have been defeated,” Defence Minister
Kalla Moutari said in parliament.

“Boko Haram fighters were able to get supplies, they were able to reinvigorate themselves,” said Moutari.

Boko Haram’s bloody insurgency began in northeastern Nigeria in 2009 but has since spread into neighbouring countries,
prompting a regional military response.

Some 27,000 people have been killed and two million others displaced, sparking a dire humanitarian crisis in the region.

Militants have targeted both soldiers and civilians and have been blamed for abductions of children and employees of foreign
companies.

In November, around a dozen girls were taken in raids on several border villages in southeastern Niger.

In the same month, seven local employees of a French drilling firm and a government official were killed after suspected Boko
Haram gunmen stormed their compound.

That attack shattered months of relative calm in the Diffa region near the Lake Chad basin.
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 Seven Arrested in Killing of 37 in Central Mali (VOA News) January 02, 2019

Seven people were arrested in central Mali Wednesday, the day after 37 civilians
were killed when armed men attacked a village in the region in the latest clash
between warring communities, the government said.

[FOR_ALL_OTHER_PARAGRAPHS] Following the New Year’s Day massacre in the village of Koulogon, in the central Mopti
region, “Mali army forces were rushed to the scene,” the civil protection ministry said in a statement, adding they “arrested
seven suspects” without giving details on those detained.

Tuesday’s attackers were believed to be traditional Dogon hunters who targeted the village of Fulani herders.

The same Mali army mission also went into Bobosso village, near the Burkina Faso border, following arson attacks, killing one
suspect and detaining 24 others, the ministry said.

France helped Malian forces stave off a jihadist insurgency that took control of large parts of the troubled north in 2012, but
since the death in November of Fulani jihadist figure Amadou Koufa, inter-group conflict has increased.

The violence is fueled by accusations of Fulani grazing cattle on Dogon land and disputes over access to land and water.

The U.N. recorded more than 500 civilian deaths in the area in 2018.

“Large-scale operations” are in preparation with the ministry of defense to deal with the intercommunal violence, the civil
defense ministry said in its statement.

 Deadly Mali attack to be investigated by UN rights experts (UN News) January 3, 2019

Women and children were among those killed in Koulogon Peul on Tuesday,
according to MINUSMA. It has called for justice for the victims, whose deaths come
amid escalating intercommunal clashes, fuelled in part by decades-old disputes over
land and cattle by pastoralists across the whole Sahel region and by extremist armed
groups.

“I strongly condemn these attacks against civilians in the village of Koulogon Peul and call for the perpetrators to be held
accountable,” said Joanne Adamson, MINUSMA Deputy Special Representative.

“It is becoming more and more important to bring an end to violence in the regions of Mopti and Segou. We need to intensify
our efforts to find judicial and political solutions,” she insisted.

According to MINUSMA, the latest incident saw unidentified armed assailants attack Koulogon Peul village in Mali’s central
Mopti region, at around 5am on New Year’s Day. In addition to those killed and wounded in their homes, houses and
granaries were also destroyed on purpose, it said in a statement.

The assailants wore traditional hunting outfits associated with the Dozos people, MINUSMA also reported.

After welcoming the rapid deployment of Malian troops to the site of the attack and the decision to open a police inquiry, the
Mission’s communiqué added that “in the coming days”, it will deploy a human rights team to support the probe.

“This work will make it possible to carry out an investigation in the zone where the attack took place”, the MINUSMA
statement continued, noting that it would also help to complete evidence-gathering, establish the reasons for the killings and
apportion responsibility.

The attack is the latest episode of violence involving self-defence militias and armed groups in Mali, where extremists took
over the north of the country in 2012.

Although the French military succeeded in forcing them back, the jihadists have maintained support in communities in the
north and centre, causing a significant deterioration of the humanitarian situation in the last 12 months.

Overall, some 7.2 million people living in Mali’s 50 administrative districts, or “cercles”, have been affected by insecurity,
drought and flooding.

Among them, 3.2 million require humanitarian assistance, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), and four regions have acute malnutrition levels above the 10 per cent alert threshold: Gao, Menaka, Segou
and Timbuktu.
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For the situation in Mali to improve, the effective implementation of the peace agreement in the north needs to happen, OCHA
said in its 2019 Global Humanitarian Overview, along with the restoration of law and basic services throughout the country,
and the protection of civilians by national and international forces.
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 Liberians Plagued by Mental Health Problems in Aftermath of War (Front Page Africa) By Tecee Boley
December 21, 2018

The heat of late morning sun here is overwhelming today. Dorbor Kullie- [name
withheld to protect him from stigma] moves his chair by the side of a building to
benefit from its shade. He uses his shirt to wipe his face but he continues to perspire
profusely. Yet, he wears a winter hat with ear-flaps. The ear-flaps do more than just
cover his ears, they are cover the spots where his ears used to be.

It is 25 years since Kullie and his brother, then young teenagers, were dragged out of their refuge hut and tortured. United
Liberation Movement of Liberia for Democracy (ULIMO K) cut open his brother’s chest with a knife while he was alive and
ripped out his heart. Yet, in some ways Kullie feels his brother is the luckier of the two. He does not have to relive the
aftermath of the of the despicable crime.

“First, they cut off one of my ears, they gave it to me and asked me to chew it,” Kullie recalls. “I was chewing until I noticed
they were not paying attention to me, then I dropped it. They came back and cut my other ear. It was so painful I could not cry.
I knew I was going to die.”

The physical scars may have healed but Kullie, now 37, keeps seeing flashbacks of his brother being killed and his own torture
when he was just 12 years old.

Kullie is one of thousands of Liberians who are still suffering as a result of shocking things that happened to them or what they
saw happened to others during the war in Liberia. There are no recent statistics available but a 2008 study  conducted  five
years after Liberia’s civil war ended by Harvard Humanitarian Initiative at Harvard University, found that 40% of Liberians
had symptoms of major depression and 44% appeared to have post-traumatic stress disorder.

There have been discussions in the public about other issues of war crimes in Liberia. But the country’s mental health
problems as a result of the war has never been a part of the public discourse. The war is to blame for some of Liberia’s mental
health conditions says Dr. Janice Cooper, head of Carter Center Mental Health programs in Liberia from 2010 to 2018.

“When we think about what the vestiges of the war is in terms of mental illness, we think about the fact that people suffer
trauma, severe trauma,” says Dr. Cooper. “Not just what they saw and witnessed that led they to be post traumatic. People had
their heads hit with the butt of guns. They were beaten to a degree that was terrible, all of those things.”

The impact of post-traumatic stress disorder is far reaching. People who lived during the war in Liberia are not the only ones
that are suffering but younger generations too, says Dr. Cooper.

“When we think about the war and mental health, the other thing is- we need to think about the legacy of the war,” said
Cooper. We have generations now that did not know war but they also experience trauma and other mental health conditions
as a result of the war. They are legacy of the war in that they may have a mother or father that has mental illness and so they
experience it. Or, they may have a life situation because of that.”

Kullie’s family has suffered because of his trauma. At this time of the day, most Liberian parents have gone to work but Kullie
is at home. He bends his head fighting back tears, unable to forget what happened to him and his brother in Luyama town in
Lofa County in 1993.

“I am finding it hard to find job. Every time I apply for a job when they call me and I appear, I will not hear from them again,”
he says. “Because of my ears I feel stigmatized. My daughter does not live with me. She lives with my wife brother in
Monrovia. It makes me feel so bad to not be able to take care of her.”
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There is only one mental health facility in Liberia-E.S. Grant run by the John F. Kennedy Hospital on Duport Road. With his
distance and condition, the only help Kullie has been able to get is by radio. “I listen to Aaron Debah’s program it makes me
feel better. I would like to work with him.”

Aaron Debah, a mental health clinician who teaches at the United Methodist University nursing school in Ganta and runs a
local program using the radio to help people with mental health conditions. He says he believes that there are many people
who are afraid to visit the clinic/hospital.

“We know that there are a lot of people in our communities in Nimba who were affected because a whole lot happened here
[during the war],” he says. “That is why we do home visitations and awareness creation by the radio. There are stigma and
other [Spiritual] beliefs associated with mental health conditions. Herbalists and other religious [Pastor and Imams] people
have convinced our people.”

One of such herbalists is Grand Zoe of the Poro Society in Nimba County, Lawrence Gonyor. Gonyor sits with a group of young
men surrounding him. He is treated like royalty. Two of the young men follow him about. His two young wives run to
accomplish every directive coming out of his mouth. In his compound are seven houses and one huge hall which he uses as a
video club. He has two cars, another house in central Ganta and a clinic under construction in Jacob Town, Monrovia. He says
he charges up to a $US150 per patient.

He orders one of the young men to bring out photographs of people he has worked for. Meanwhile, there are about ten people
with different illness lying about. Pointing to a photograph of a young man restrained with chains, whom he claims got well
after his treatment he says, “Most of the people with brain sickness, that gani can be giving them hard time. Kwi medicine nah
able it [Civilized medicine is unable to make them well].”

Kullie looks at the other scars on his hands -remnants of a cruel form of torture in which the elbows are tied on the back so
thoroughly that the rope cuts into the flesh. This was commonly referred to as ‘duck farh tarbay’.

“I believe they wanted body parts from us for ritual. I decided they will not get it while I was alive. I decided to run-believing
they will shoot me in the back. I ran and that was how I survived. I came back that night and saw that they took my brother’s
heart.”

Grand Zoe, Gonyor shows off a wooden lock and chines used for restraining people with mental health conditions, he says all
of Kullie’s problems can only be solved by traditional remedies. On the other, Dr. Cooper is praying for Kullie and his like to be
treated with dignity.
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 2018 Was Horrible for Ugandans - Next Year Will Hopefully Be Better (AllAfrica)
By George W. Kanyeihamba
December 23, 2018

For the Nation of Uganda, 2018 was not a happy year. It was a sad and terrible year.
It was a year in which principled Police Officer Muhammad Kirumira was murdered.

It was the same year in which honourable Robert Kyagulanyi's driver was murdered. Members of Parliament, candidates,
voters and supporters of diverse causes and organisations were tortured, maimed, arrested, detained or hospitalised illegally
and arbitrarily in 2018.

In the same 12 months, heinous crimes were committed by the Uganda Police and members of other security forces. A dozen
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or more senior police officers on the highest ranks including an incumbent inspector general police were arrested, detained
and charged with serious crimes such as assassinations, treason, kidnap and torture.

Many other disgusting and shameful acts and behaviour were reported as committed by Ugandans who hold responsibilities
designed to prevent the commission of such offences.

It was a year in which the slogan "man eateth where he worketh" was utilised manually. It is the year in which ministers and
senior public officials were caught bribing or being bribed or embezzling public funds or inciting or encouraging others to do
so.

It was a year in which the Bank of Uganda officials indulged in excesses and unlawful malpractices to enable the mighty and
greedy to rob from the poor and the ignorant who had been duped into investing their life savings into locally founded and
funded banks. Bank officials who were supposed to supervise these banks were compromised or bribed to ignore their role and
enable thieves and robbers to raid these financial institutions in order to enrich culprits and criminals.

2018 was the year in which those found or who confessed to fraud, other dishonest financial dealings, electoral or other
malpractices were let off by the powers that be in order to remain loyal and benefit the ruling establishment.

In pursuit of this ingenious mission, the unqualified were preferred to the qualified, the guilty to the innocent, the unjust to
the just and the untruthful to the truthful. The consequence in 2018 has been the accumulation of iniquity upon iniquity, evil
upon evil and wrong on top of wrong to the extent that Uganda has become ungovernable and iniquitous.

2018 has been the year of the glorification of the ignorant, fake educational institutions, fake university degrees, diplomas and
fake college or school qualifications.

They have become increasingly relied upon as qualifications for being elected or appointed into positions of responsibility.
2018 has been the year in which President Museveni's statement, "They have neglected to do what they were expected to do
and done what was forbidden" became true.

It is the year in which it took the President and Head of State to discover and discipline wrongdoers in a government ministry,
a task that ministers or other public officials should easily have done. It was the year in which closed offices and condemned
functionaries, continued to operate and flourish and as if nothing had happened.

2018 was the year in which the biblical Sodom and Gomorrah of Uganda materialised as the infamous boat cruise tragedy in
which some 30 joy riders lost their lives apparently under the compulsion of sin, adultery and evasion of the law and blindness
to good advice.

Prof Kanyeihamba is a retired Supreme Court judge.

 Ongwen’s Other Wife Demands to Meet Him (DailyMonitor)
By Tobbias Jolly Owiny, Cissy Makumbi, and Stephen Okello
December 23, 2018

One of the wives of Dominic Ongwen, a former commander in Joseph Kony’s Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA) who is currently on trial at The Hague over war crimes and
crimes against humanity, has demanded to meet her husband

Ms Irene Lakica, 31, who bore three children with Mr Ongwen during the insurgency, says she has been overburdened by the
demands of her children to see their father.

Mr Ongwen is said to have taken Ms Lakica as his wife when she was still a minor. Ms Lakica, now a resident of Lacor in Gulu
District, was captured by the Uganda People’s Defence Forces at the border of the Central African Republic and South Sudan
in 2015.

“Ongwen is the father of the children and they want to see him since they are told that he is a live. I also still count on him as
my true husband and I miss him a lot,” Ms Lakica said.

By the time my husband Ongwen was captured, I was expecting the third child who is now two and half years old,”

ICC have visited us several times but have not been very clear on whether I can travel to the Netherlands to see my husband,”
she added.

Ms Lakica was abducted from Kitgum Town in 2001 while she went with her mother to sell smoked fish. She was, however,
tagged to Ongwen five years later as a wife till she was rescued in September 2015.
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She has been fending for her children by vending food before she enrolled for a Fashion and design training organised by
Terra-Renaissance, an NGO that trains vulnerable people in skills, especially former LRA returnees in the region.

Ms Lakica says Ongwen’s family have not come out to own and help her raise the children.

In October this year, Ongwen had a child while in detention in The Hague.

Ms Maria Mabinty Kamara, the ICC field outreach officer in-charge of East Africa, told Sunday monitor that Ms Lakica can
meet with Ongwen’s lawyer and discuss a way forward.

‘’I do not deal with that, let her meet with Ongwen’s lawyer,’’ she said

Dominic Ongwen is accused of commanding LRA insurgents who attacked four camps for displaced people in Pajule in Pader
District, Abok, Lukodi, Odek in Gulu and Oyam districts between July 2002 and December 2005.

In 2005, the government referred five top LRA leaders, Joseph Kony, Vincent Otti, Raska Lukwiya, Dominc Ongwen and
Odhiambo Okot to the ICC for war crimes and crimes against humanity in northern Uganda where tens of thousands lost their
lives and an estimate of 1.5 million people were displaced. However, Vincent Otti and Raska Lukwiya are reported to have died
during the war. Also, the court proceedings against Odhiambo Okot were terminated following forensic confirmation of his
passing.
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 Kenya’s former ambassador to Russia arrested over alleged extortion (Nairobi News)
By Kitavi Mutua
December 21, 2018

Police in Nairobi are holding a high ranking ambassador over allegations of
attempting to extort an unknown amount of money from Teachers Service
Commission (TSC) chief executive Nancy Macharia.

Ambassador Hillary Ngondi Kyengo, who until September this year was the Kenya’s envoy to Russia, was arrested on Tuesday
evening alongside two other suspects James Ndirangu Kagecha and David Mwaniki Maluki.

Mr Kyengo was recalled back to Nairobi upon the expiry of his Moscow tour of duty and is awaiting another diplomatic
posting.

He is alleged to have impersonated to Ms Macharia as a detective from the office of Director of Criminal Investigations George
Kinoti, where he demanded money as a bribe to kill off some purported investigations at TSC.

Police have not divulged more information on where the arrests were made and how much the three suspects had asked for.

SCANDAL

However, sources told the Nation that the three walked into Ms Macharia’s office and told her that they had a damning dossier
of a scandal involving corruption in teacher grading and promotions.

They allegedly offered to drop the “investigations” if the commission CEO agreed to cooperate by giving them money,
prompting Ms Macharia to alert the DCI detectives.

The TSC boss is the complainant in the matter where the suspects were unknowingly filmed demanding bribes in exchange of
a promise to “kill the case”.
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DCI said the three suspects will be arraigned in court soon to face charges of obtaining money by false pretense.

According to Kenya’s embassy to the Russian Federation, Ambassador Kyengo’s three year tour of duty in Moscow, where he
served since January 2016, ended in September and he was recalled to Ministry of Foreign Affairs headquarters.

DIPLOMATIC POSTINGS

Moscow is considered one of the high profile diplomatic postings in the league of Washington, London, Beijing, Berlin, and it
is served by the country’s best and most experienced diplomats.

Ambassador Kyengo was also the acting Chargé D’Affaires in the neighboring Ukraine where he handled all the functions of
accreditation because Kenya does not have its Embassy in Ukraine.

Mr Kyengo was instrumental in establishing relations with Ukraine, with his efforts culminating in the first ever high-level
Ukraine–Kenya bilateral and political consultations held in Kiev, on December 1, 2016.

He also led efforts to market Kenyan tea in Russia in a campaign to that sought to create and raise awareness among Russians
about the quality of Kenya’s tea.

Russia is the leading buyer of tea in the world while Kenya is number one exporter of black tea.

SENIOR POSITIONS

The tea marketing campaign dubbed “Think Tea Make It Kenya” coincided with this year’s Fifa World Cup tournament which
was held in Russia.

Prior to the Moscow posting, Ambassador Kyengo served in various senior positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs &
International Trade and also in Missions abroad including stints as Deputy Head of Mission in Kenya High Commissions to
Botswana, Malaysia and Somalia.

Mr Kyengo served in several desks at the ministry headquarters, among them Americas & Australia, Asia, Horn of Africa,
Protocol and the Great Lakes Region.

The 51-year-old envoy began his diplomatic career in the early 1990s where he served for several years as the Personal
Assistant to the then Foreign Affairs minister Kalonzo Musyoka.

 Human rights group protests killing of Mombasa youth (The Star)
By Andrew Kusuku
January 2, 2019

A human rights group is up in arms over the killing of a 23-year-old youth at
Mwembe Kuku in Mombasa on Tuesday night.

Shaffi Salim Shaffi was shot dead by police during an operation.

Human rights group Haki Africa told the Star in Wednesday plain clothed and police in uniform were involved in the shooting.

Previously, police had linked Shaffi and other youths to criminal activities in Mwembe Tayari, Kisauni, Mtwapa and Bamburi.

"Haki Africa is concerned over the rising number of police killings of youths in Mombasa. We will be taking this matter to
IPOA and higher authorities for further investigations," Haki Africa director Hussein Khalid.

"Security authorities, religious and political leaders should look into the rampant killings. Too many young lives are being lost.
More needs to be done to address the issue."

Urban police boss Eliud Monari said Shaffi and his accomplices have many theft cases pending in court.

"They have been stealing from the public for a long time,” he said.

Monari said the police also found heroin and machetes during the raid. An accomplice was arrested and another escaped.

Shaffi will be buried on Wednesday evening at Kikowani cemetery.
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 2018 will go down as the year in which Rwanda witnessed major legal reforms (The New Times)
By Nasra Bishumba
January 1, 2019

The year 2018 has come to an end and it will arguably go down as the year of
milestones in terms of law reforms. Most significant among the reforms was the
Penal Code.

The journey to amend the Penal Code kicked off towards the end of 2017 with lawmakers at the time approving the basis of a
government bill that was seeking to amend the Penal Code, paving way for the examination of the draft legislation by the
House and its eventual enactment into law.

The government, through the Rwanda Law Reform Commission, embarked on reviewing the penal law in 2015 as part of
efforts to keep the country’s laws up-to-date.

The State Minister for Constitutional and Legal Affairs, Evode Uwizeyimana, tabled the bill before the Lower House,
explaining that the changes aimed at making the Penal Code easier to use and more effective in deterring crime, punishing
convicts, and rehabilitating offenders.

Uwizeyimana said the new stamp of approval was a great way for the previous parliament to leave their mark, saying that it
will also make the penal code more user-friendly.

“The Penal Code contained offences and penalties for genocide, and rape among other topics and it just wasn’t smart putting
all of the unrelated things together because as a result, using the Penal Code wasn’t easy.” he says.

To achieve that goal, the Penal Code includes offences and penalties for general crimes while special crimes and offences were
moved to special laws on the specific sectors.

Commenting on the new Penal Code, the Prosecutor General; Jean Bosco Mutangana, told The New Times that any reform
that brings in new issues as far as solving problems concerning criminal law was a boost to criminal justice.

“We have specific laws that cover specific offenses like the laws covering corruption, genocide ideology, and protection of the
child. However, the Penal Code covers many of the offenses and remains in place to ensure criminal law and accountability,”
he said.

Corruption

Specifically, Mutangana said that the law on corruption, which government made imprescriptible or not subject to being void
due to lapse of time.

“These reforms that have been taking place within the justice system ushered in another development in the promotion of
criminal law, distinguishing general offenses from specific ones in terms of building capacity when it comes to offenses like
corruption,” he said.

The crime of corruption was also reviewed to remove the ambiguity under the previous law where there were instances where
offences would be called ‘corruption’ while others were called “offences related to corruption,” a situation that often caused
unwarranted confusion in the crusade against corruption.

Embezzlement, bribery, self-enrichment and many others were merged to imply the same thing and now carry higher fines
and punishments.

Defamation

Another area of interest in the new penal code was the decriminalisation of defamation, a step that was hailed by the Rwanda
Journalists Association as a very important step towards promoting freedom of the press and free expression in general.
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Abortion

Another area that attracted attention in the penal code was the scrapping of the requirement of a judge to approve an abortion.

An approval for abortion will be carried out on consultation between a woman and her doctor unlike the previous legal regime
that compelled a decision by a judge before the procedure can be carried out.

However, the law still prescribes situations where abortion is legally permissible but it provides that the Minister of Health, by
a ministerial order, indicates how or which criteria is okay and how everything will be done by a medical doctor.

Drugs

The government also came down hard on drug lords instituting life in prison as the punishment for anyone found guilty of
selling illicit drugs.

Upon conviction, he or she is liable to life imprisonment and a fine of more than Rwf20 million and not more than Rwf30
million in regard to hard drugs.

Previously, any person who unlawfully made, transformed, imported, or sold narcotics and psychotropic substances within the
country, was liable to a term of imprisonment from three to five years and a fine of between Rwf500,000 and Rwf5 million.

The Chairperson of the Rwanda Civil Society Platform, Jean Léonard Sekanyange said in a telephone interview that that the
move to clamp down on drugs would make drug dealers know the consequences.

“People had become fearless because the punishments were not deterrent enough. Most of them would be sentenced only for
them to join the same business upon release. Tightening the punishment is obviously something that we are happy about,” he
said.

Sekanyange, however, pointed out that there is still need for mass mobilisation, where sensitisation about drug use and its
permanent consequences becomes part of the society’s daily lives.

Establishment of court of appeal

Also among other milestones this year was the establishment of the Court of Appeal whose duties include arbitration on
appeal level, cases handled by the High Court, the Commercial High Court, and the Military High Court.

Prosecutor Mutangana told The New Times that the court, which falls within the framework of other East African jurisdictions
with courts of appeals, was a great achievement towards the greater functioning of the judiciary.

“The court of appeal will allow the greater functioning of the judiciary and is here to deal with ensuring faster justice delivery.
It’s a very big advantage because it is taking away all the appeals from the lower courts and in the process cut on the huge
backlog which has been a challenge,” he said.

Establishment of economic crimes chambers at Intermediate Courts

Another milestone was the setting up of specialized chambers at the country’s twelve intermediate courts to try corruption and
other economic crimes, a move seen by many as critical in the war against corruption.

Apart from trying corruption cases, the new special chambers will also try economic and financial crimes such as
embezzlement, money laundering, and bounced checks, among others.

Since intermediate courts had only special chambers for juvenile, administrative, and labour chambers before the new law was
enacted, it now means that corruption and economic crimes cases will also be treated as special and attract more attention
from judges.

[back to contents]
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 Somalia's Al-Shabab Declares War on Pro-Islamic State Group (VOA)
By Mohamed Olad Hassan
December 21, 2018

Somalia's al-Shabab militants have announced a military offensive against Islamic
State-affiliated forces in Somalia.

A statement read Friday by al-Shabab spokesman Sheikh Ali Mohamud Rage on Radio Andalus said the offensive, code named
Disease Eradication, is aimed at getting rid of IS-related militants in Somalia.

"A so-called Islamic State has emerged in our land and stated to attempt to divide our Mujahidin [jihadist fighters], weaken
our strength and carry out assassinations against our own. We have been ignoring their wicked behaviors for some time to give
them a chance to change, but they have continued their wrongheadedness," he said.

"Our senior command has ordered our fighters to attack and eliminate the 'disease' of IS and uproot the tree that would be
used to undermine the fruits of the Jihad," Rage said.

The conflict between the two rival terrorist groups has been simmering since the emergence of an IS-affiliated group in
Somalia in October 2015. The group found a foothold in the northeastern Puntland state of Somalia, where it began recruiting
former al-Shabab fighters before carrying out attacks and assassinations elsewhere in the county.

On Dec. 16, Islamic State reported its first offensive on al-Shabab in Somalia.

On Tuesday this week, IS released a video showing its fighters firing their guns and several dead bodies they identified as al-
Shabab members in a mountainous area called B'ir Mirali, southwest of Qandala in Bari region of Puntland. IS claimed to have
killed 14 al-Shabab fighters and wounding others.

The IS-affiliated group is estimated to have about 200 active members and is far smaller than the al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab
group, which has thousands of fighters in largely rural areas in Somalia.

Hussein Moallim Mohamud, a former Somali counterterrorism officer and national security adviser, said despite having a
similar agenda of terrorizing people to achieve jihadist goals inside Somalia, they also have differences.

"Al-Shabab remains predominantly focused on Somali issues and is keen to preserve its allegiance to al-Qaida, while IS is
more focused on linking its presence in Somali with international terrorism. Because of this difference each group sees the
other to be a threat to its existence," Mohamud said.

Other analysts previously interviewed by VOA Somalia agree that the IS ideology of promoting global expansion and
domination does not sit well with al-Shabab leaders, who prefer focusing mainly on domestic matters.

It is not clear what this would mean to the jihadist groups in Somalia and their fight against the Somali government and
African Union peacekeepers in the country.

 Somalia blast kills at least 6 near presidential palace (USA Today)
By The Associated Press
December 22, 2018

An explosives-packed vehicle detonated at a military checkpoint near Somalia’s
presidential palace, killing at least six people and wounding several others, police
said. The al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab extremist group, which often targets Mogadishu,
claimed responsibility for the attack.

Those killed include three staffers from the London-based Universal TV station, including prominent journalist Awil Dahir
Salad, said police Capt. Mohamed Hussein.

The bomber targeted the checkpoint near the rear entrance of the heavily fortified palace, Hussein said. A lawmaker and a
deputy mayor of Mogadishu were among the more than 20 people wounded, he said.

Soldiers also were among the dead, Col. Ahmed Mohamud said.

The blast and a second, smaller one nearby appeared to target those heading to work on what is a business day in the Horn of
Africa nation.
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A plume of smoke rose over the capital as ambulances rushed to the scene.

Al-Shabab, the most active Islamic extremist group in sub-Saharan Africa, was pushed out of Mogadishu years ago but
continues to control large parts of rural southern and central Somalia.

The U.S. military, which partners with Somali forces and an African Union peacekeeping mission, has greatly increased
airstrikes against al-Shabab under the Trump administration. At least 47 U.S. strikes have been carried out this year.

 Somalia’s South West State: A New President Installed, a Crisis Inflamed (reliefweb)
By International Crisis Group
December 24, 2018

Against all sensible advice, the Federal Government of Somalia muscled in on a local
election to shove aside an Islamist conservative candidate. It scored a tactical
victory but created significant additional risk for the country already wracked by
conflict and divided along regional and clan lines.

Rashid Abdi, Project Director, Horn of Africa

On 19 December, local lawmakers in Somalia’s restive South West state elected Abdiasis Mohammed “Laftagareen” president
in a controversial poll that is certain to sow new instability. Laftagareen, former head of the National Intelligence and Security
Agency, would not have won without the Federal Government of Somalia’s manipulations. Mogadishu tilted the balance in his
favour by arresting his popular Salafi opponent, Mukhtar Robow “Abu Mansur”, a former leader in the Al-Shabaab
insurgency, and deploying Ethiopian troops in key towns to suppress dissent at the outcome.

The risks of Mogadishu’s intervention are manifold. By detaining Robow and imposing Laftagareen, the Federal Government
is alienating a huge clan constituency: both men belong to the Rahanweyn, one of Somalia’s four main clans, but Robow comes
from the biggest and most influential sub-clan. In drawing in Ethiopia to enforce its writ, the Federal Government is inflaming
anti-Ethiopian sentiments. Many Rahanweyn, a clan which Addis Ababa has long courted, will likely now resent how brazenly
Ethiopia has interfered in Somali politics. With Robow’s arrest, it signals to other insurgent leaders that giving up their
struggle can land them in jail.

Most important, Mogadishu is squandering an opportunity to build local models of power sharing with Islamist conservatives
like Robow, who have the potential to moderate Salafi thinking about politics as well as undercut support for the Al-Shabaab
insurgency.

 Somalia Military Executes 6 Militants Without Trial (VOA)
By Mohamed Olad Hassan
[DATE (Month #, Year)]

The Somali military has executed six al-Shabab militants without a trial, according to
officials and rights activists.

"The men have been in prison for the last five months. They were part of an assassination unit. One of them was caught red-
handed as he killed a government soldier, and his arrest led us to the arrest of five others, and finally we executed them,"
Farah Mohamed Turba, a Somali military commander told VOA's Somali Service on Tuesday.

The militants were executed Sunday by firing squad in the town of Bardhere, about 300 kilometers southwest of Mogadishu.

Bardhere, an important agricultural town, was once the main stronghold of al-Shabab in the region, but the group lost control
of it to Ethiopian troops in 2015.

Relatives of those executed, who contacted with VOA from the town, described the incident as "a summary execution" carried
out by military forces without a fair trial.

Turba said the military was following orders from the Somali defense minister.

"Recently, when the militants killed two Somali senior military generals in a blast, our superior military commanders and the
defense minister said al-Shabab militants should be killed (on) sight," said Turba.

There has been no official statement from the Defense Ministry or the Somali National Army's chief on these latest executions.

In 2017, Somali military courts and al-Shabab executed about a dozen people, all of them killed in public settings before
crowds of between 30 and 300 people.
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While executions in Somalia are nothing new, the nature of these latest executions, of taking militant prisoners out of jail and
executing them in public without a military court trial, has drawn the attention of human rights activists in Somalia. Al-
Shabab has been known not to allow defendants due process before carrying out executions.

"We are criticizing such executions carried out by the military, which are trying cases beyond their jurisdiction and failing to
give defendants a fair legal process," said an activist in Bardhere, who asked for anonymity, fearing reprisals.

 Somalia expels top U.N. official after he criticizes crackdown on dissent (The Washington Post)
By Max Bearak 
January 2, 2019

Somalia’s government took the unusually drastic step of expelling the United
Nations’ most senior official in the country late Tuesday after he questioned the
detention of a former al-Shabab leader contesting regional elections.

[Nicholas Haysom, a South African, had served only a few months as the special representative for U.N.Secretary General
António Guterres. Somalia’s Foreign Ministry declared him a “persona non grata” and ordered him to leave the country.

“The decision came after the highest U.N. diplomat in Somalia violated the agency’s standards and the international
diplomatic norms by intervening in the national sovereignty of Somalia,” the Foreign Ministry said in a statement published
by state-owned media.

Haysom’s expulsion comes amid a political crisis that has pitted the governments of Somalia’s semiautonomous regions
against the federal government based in the capital, Mogadishu. The regional governments are in the process of holding
elections.

In the South West state, the only one that has held its election so far, the favorite candidate to win the top leadership position
was Mukhtar Robow, who had served as the deputy leader of the Islamist militant group al-Shabab for many years before
defecting in 2017. Robow was barred by the federal government from running, ostensibly for his failure to formally repudiate
al-Shabab.

Robow’s defection was originally seen as a major win for the government, which is trying to encourage such defections, but his
bid for elective office was clearly not what authorities had in mind.

He was arrested by police days before the election. Subsequent rioting by his supporters in the regional capital, Baidoa,
resulted in at least 15 deaths, and scores were detained by security forces. Robow was transferred to a prison run by Somalia’s
intelligence service in Mogadishu.

In a letter to the federal government, Haysom criticized the crackdown and questioned the legal basis for holding Robow
without charge beyond a 48-hour limit.

The letter also highlighted civilian deaths during the protests and said they must be “thoroughly and promptly investigated.”
Haysom wrote that more than 300 people, including minors, were arrested after the demonstrations in Baidoa.

A spokesman for the U.N. political office in Mogadishu said official comment was forthcoming.

Paul Williams, the author of a book on peacekeeping in Somalia and a professor at George Washington University, warned
that the move will only benefit al-Shabab.

“The move signals that the federal government isn’t willing to be transparent on key issues of defection programs or engage in
dialogue on controversial issues,” he said, adding that al-Shabab can now say “the federal government is breaking its own
domestic laws and the U.N. is interfering with Somalia’s domestic affairs.”

Al-Shabab once controlled most of southern Somalia, but most cities have been taken back by an African Union-led force that
is about 20,000 strong. In the mostly rural areas it now controls, the al-Qaeda-aligned group imposes a strict version of
Islamic law.

It has carried out countless kidnapping and suicide bombings in the country over the past decade.

The United States is a close backer of Somalia’s federal government and has largely refrained from criticizing it, though it did
sign on to a letter expressing concern over Robow’s arrest and the subsequent crackdown.

There are 500 U.S. troops in the country, mostly Special Operations forces, assigned to train Somali soldiers. The United
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States also carries out frequent airstrikes against al-Shabab, most recently in December, when 62 fighters were killed.
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 Serbia Not Implementing War Crimes Strategy, HLC Says (Balkan Insight) By Filip Rudic
December 20, 2018

The Humanitarian Law Centre, HLC, on Thursday published a report saying that
Serbia has failed to implement its national strategy for the prosecution of war crimes
since adopting the document in 2016.

“Implementation of the strategy is mostly running late,“ the Belgrade-based NGO said.

The latest of its three reports, covering the period from June 1 to December 1, says that at least 12 out of 15 indictments that
were brought since the National Strategy’s adoption did not come about as result of the work of the war crimes’ prosecutor’s
office, but were taken over from Bosnia and Herzegovina.

According to the HLC, war crime trials in Serbia are still "unreasonably long", victims’ rights are not being improved and the
fate of missing persons is not being resolved fast enough.

“The cooperation with the Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals, MICT, [the successor to the International
Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia] is still burdened by the Belgrade Higher Court’s decision not to extradite Serbian
Radical Party members accused of contempt of court," the HLC said.

The HLC was referring to two members of the ultra-nationalist Serbian Radical Party, Vjerica Radeta and Petar Jojic.

The UN court has accused them of trying to influence witnesses in the process against their leader, Vojislav Seselj, who was
convicted of war crimes in April.

On December 13, the MICT dismissed a challenge to its decision to hand over the contempt-of-court case against the two
Radical Party members to the Serbian judiciary.

The HLC also warned that relations between Belgrade and the MICT are threatened by Serbia’s “increasingly common denial
and reinterpretations of facts established by the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia".

The MICT chief prosecutor, Serge Brammertz, warned the UN Security Council in December that countries in former
Yugoslavia are continuing to glorify of people convicted of grave war crimes during the 1990s.

 Bosnian Court Convicts Serb Ex-Fighter of War Crimes (Balkan Insight) By Admir Muslimovic
December 24, 2018

Former Bosnian Serb fighter Zdravko Lubarda was sentenced to six years in prison
on Monday for involvement in the persecution of Bosnian Muslim civilians in the
Rogatica area of eastern Bosnia in 1992 and 1993 during the Bosnian war.

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina found Lubarda guilty of crimes against humanity.

On the basis of witness testimonies, the court determined that Lubarda participated in the persecution of the Bosniak
population from late May 1992 until the end of 1993 as a member of the Bosnian Serb Army, VRS.
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“There is no doubt he knew about the attack and wanted to commit it,” presiding Judge Jasmina Djedovic said in explaining
the verdict.

The court acquitted former reserve policeman Ozren Planojevic of the same charges.

It also acquitted Lubarda of responsibility for the forcible disappearance of a Bosniak man, Midhat Aksamija, following the
arrest of several Bosniaks on May 24, 1992.

The remains of Aksamija are yet to be found.

Lubarda and Planojevic were also both acquitted of responsibility for the disappearance of several Bosniaks who were arrested
in a churchyard on June 20, 1992. They are also still listed as missing.

The Chamber acquitted Planojevic of charges that he hit a protected witness codenamed M-5 in front of his child, causing him
severe bodily injuries, in the secondary school centre in mid-June 1992.

Judge Djedovic said that the court took into consideration “mitigating circumstances” when determining Lubarda’s sentence.

“[After] analysing all evidence, the Chamber determined that the defendant did not demonstrate brutality while committing
the crimes, so we consider that the sentence is adequate to the degree of his guilt,” Djedovic said.

The court’s verdict can be appealed.

 Bosnian Army Ex-General Indicted for Attacking Village (Balkan Insight) By Lamija Grebo
December 27, 2018

The Bosnian state prosecution on Thursday charged Ramiz Drekovic with ordering
artillery attacks on the Serb-populated village of Kalinovik near Konjic in 1995.

“As a result of the shelling on several occasions in May and June 1995, a 15-year-old child died and several civilians were
injured. The shelling caused major damage to property,” the prosecution said in a statement.

Drekovic was arrested on December 5 in Sarajevo, but was subsequently released from custody.

The indictment has been sent to the state court for confirmation.

 Serbian Court Acquits Two Bosnian Serb Ex-Soldiers: NGO (Balkan Insight) By Filip Rudic
December 28, 2018

The Humanitarian Law Centre said on Thursday that Belgrade Higher Court acquitted
two former Bosnian Serb Army soldiers, Dragan Bajic and Marko Paukovic, who were
being retried for the murders of five Bosniaks in the north-western Bosnian
municipality of Kljuc in 1992.

According to the HLC, the two men were acquitted because the prosecution “did not produce evidence that would result in a
conviction”.

Bajic and Paukovic were charged with killing five Bosniak civilians aged from 12 to 70 in the village of Kamicak in the Kljuc
municipality of Bosnia and Herzegovina in October 1992.

The former soldiers were previously acquitted in December 2017 due to a lack of evidence, but the Appeals Court sent the case
for a retrial in June 2018.
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December 20, 2018

The Humanitarian Law Centre, HLC, on Thursday published a report saying that
Serbia has failed to implement its national strategy for the prosecution of war crimes
since adopting the document in 2016.

“Implementation of the strategy is mostly running late,“ the Belgrade-based NGO said.

The latest of its three reports, covering the period from June 1 to December 1, says that at least 12 out of 15 indictments that
were brought since the National Strategy’s adoption did not come about as result of the work of the war crimes’ prosecutor’s
office, but were taken over from Bosnia and Herzegovina.

According to the HLC, war crime trials in Serbia are still "unreasonably long", victims’ rights are not being improved and the
fate of missing persons is not being resolved fast enough.

“The cooperation with the Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals, MICT, [the successor to the International
Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia] is still burdened by the Belgrade Higher Court’s decision not to extradite Serbian
Radical Party members accused of contempt of court," the HLC said.

The HLC was referring to two members of the ultra-nationalist Serbian Radical Party, Vjerica Radeta and Petar Jojic.

The UN court has accused them of trying to influence witnesses in the process against their leader, Vojislav Seselj, who was
convicted of war crimes in April.

On December 13, the MICT dismissed a challenge to its decision to hand over the contempt-of-court case against the two
Radical Party members to the Serbian judiciary.

The HLC also warned that relations between Belgrade and the MICT are threatened by Serbia’s “increasingly common denial
and reinterpretations of facts established by the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia".

The MICT chief prosecutor, Serge Brammertz, warned the UN Security Council in December that countries in former
Yugoslavia are continuing to glorify of people convicted of grave war crimes during the 1990s.

 Serbian Court Acquits Two Bosnian Serb Ex-Soldiers: NGO (Balkan Insight) By Filip Rudic
December 28, 2018

The Humanitarian Law Centre said on Thursday that Belgrade Higher Court acquitted
two former Bosnian Serb Army soldiers, Dragan Bajic and Marko Paukovic, who were
being retried for the murders of five Bosniaks in the north-western Bosnian
municipality of Kljuc in 1992.

According to the HLC, the two men were acquitted because the prosecution “did not produce evidence that would result in a
conviction”.

Bajic and Paukovic were charged with killing five Bosniak civilians aged from 12 to 70 in the village of Kamicak in the Kljuc
municipality of Bosnia and Herzegovina in October 1992.

The former soldiers were previously acquitted in December 2017 due to a lack of evidence, but the Appeals Court sent the case
for a retrial in June 2018.

 Bosnia Indicts Ex-Fighters for Crimes Against Serbs (Balkan Insight) By Albina Sorguc
December 28, 2018

Eight former fighters were indicted for wartime crimes against Serb civilians who
were unlawfully detained and allegedly tortured and sexually abused in the Lukavac
area in 1992.

The Bosnian state prosecution on Friday charged Zijad Srabovic, Refik Morankic, Ahmet Bajric, Abid Arapcic, Senaid Cosic,
Pasaga Cajic, Samir Dzambic and Mirsad Zilic with war crimes against more than 20 Serb civilians who were unlawfully
detained at several locations in Lukavac and the surrounding area.

The unconfirmed indictment alleges that the victims were tortured and abused in an extremely humiliating manner, causing
severe physical and mental injuries. It also said they were sexually abused and subjected to other inhumane acts.
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“The crimes that were committed resulted in severe injuries to the victims. Two prisoners died due to the consequences of the
abuse,” the indictment alleges.

The prosecution charged them with committing the crimes as commanders and members of the Territorial Defence force in
Lukavac, the Bosnian Army’s military police, a Bosnian Army unit called Fiko’s Unit, and the Croatian Defence Council in
nearby Modrac.

The indictment has been filed to the state court for confirmation.

 Bosniak Ex-Fighters Charged with Abusing Serb War Prisoners (Balkan Insight) By Lamija Grebo
December 28, 2018

Four former Bosniak fighters were charged with involvement in abusing and
torturing Bosnian Serb prisoners of war in the Gorazde and Visegrad areas in 1992
and 1993.

The Bosnian state court. Photo: sudbih.gov.ba. The Bosnian state prosecution on Friday filed an indictment charging Camil
Ramic, Mehmedalija Topalovic, Himzo Selimovic, Ramiz Micivoda and Mustafa Stovrag with crimes against Serb prisoners of
war in 1992 and 1993.

“The war crimes that the defendants are charged with refer to crimes against around 20 Serb victims, captured members of
the Bosnian Serb Army, which were committed in an improvised military prison in Kaostice [in the Medjedja municipality,
near Visegrad], as well as in detention facilities in Gorazde,” the prosecution said in a statement.

The indictment alleges that the defendants approved and enabled the almost daily torture of Serb detainees and personally
participated in torture and abuse.

“Two prisoners died due to consequences of the abuse and detention. One of the bodies was dumped in the River Drina and
has still not been found,” the prosecution said.

Ramic, Topalovic, Selimovic, Micivoda and Stovrag were accused of committing the crimes as commanders and members of
the Territorial Defence force, the Bosnian Army and Interior Ministry forces.

The indictment has been filed to the state court for confirmation.
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 Russia, Turkey to coordinate on Syria (Al Jazeera) By Al Jazeera and News Agencies
December 29, 2018

Russia and Turkey have agreed to coordinate ground operations in Syria after last
week's announcement of a United States' military withdrawal, Turkish and Russian
foreign ministers said.

"We paid special attention to new circumstances which appeared in connection with the announced US military pullout,"
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said after talks with Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu in Moscow on Saturday.

"An understanding was reached on how military representatives of Russia and Turkey will continue to coordinate their steps
on the ground under new conditions with a view to finally rooting out terrorist threats in Syria," Lavrov said.

Cavusoglu confirmed the two countries would coordinate Syria operations, adding they also discussed plans to help refugees
to return home.

"We will continue active work (and) coordination with our Russian colleagues and colleagues from Iran to speed up the arrival
of a political settlement in the Syrian Republic," he said in remarks translated into Russian.

He reminded that Turkey and Russia, as guarantors of the Astana peace process, are defending Syria's territorial integrity and
political unity from all efforts to harm them.
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Turkey and Russia have a joint will to clear all "terrorist" groups from Syria, Cavusoglu added.

Besides Lavrov and Cavusoglu, Turkey's Defence Minister Hulusi Akar, intelligence chief Hakan Fidan and presidential aide
Ibrahim Kalin held talks on Saturday with Russian Defence Minister Sergey Shoygu, Chief of General Staff Valery Gerasimov,
Presidential Envoy for Syria Alexander Lavrentiev, and presidential aide Yuri Ushakov.

In a surprise move, US President Donald Trump last week said he was pulling all 2,000 troops from Syria, declaring that
Washington achieved its objective with the "defeat" of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS).

The ISIL group, which in the past held large swaths of territory in Syria and Iraq, has lost nearly all its areas, although
thousands of its armed members are thought to remain in war-battered Syria.

On Friday, Russia said it would host a three-way summit with Turkey and Iran on the Syrian conflict early next year.

Turkey had threatened a military operation against Manbij to remove the Kurdish-led forces, which Ankara calls "terrorists".
Turkey and its allied fighters have been amassing troops around the city in recent days.

The Turkish threats coincided with the US announcement that it would withdraw troops from Syria.

Russia, Iran and Turkey have been working together to bring about peace in Syria under what is known as the Astana process,
named after the Kazakh capital where the talks take place.

Each country plays a key role in the conflict that started in March 2011. Russia and Iran have intervened on the side of Syria's
government, ensuring its survival.

Turkey supports rebel groups against Assad in northern Syria, which is also to prevent Syrian Kurds from establishing and
expanding territory along its border.

Various so-called "de-escalation zones" were agreed among the three guarantor powers in Syria as a result of multiple rounds
of talks.

 Turkey continues military deployment to Syria border as anti-terror op looms (Daily Sabah) 
January 2, 2019

Turkey deployed more military equipment to its frontier with Syria, as preparations
for its cross-border counterterrorism operation continued.

Military convoys were spotted Wednesday in the southeastern Turkish provinces of Gaziantep, Kilis and Şanlıurfa.

A truck convoy carrying ammunition, generators and tank fuel passed through Şanlıurfa city center before proceeding toward
Mardin.

Another convoy of ammunition-loaded trucks and armored personnel carriers transited through Kilis to Gaziantep.

Meanwhile, military vehicles and howitzers previously brought to Hatay also started their journey to Gaziantep.

Enhanced security measures were taken in the area during the continued deployment of military equipment.

In mid-December, President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan announced an imminent Turkish operation east of the Euphrates River in
northern Syria, saying Turkey had begun taking action toward the offensive against the PKK terror group's Syrian affiliate the
People's Protection Units (YPG).

Almost all the territory east of the Euphrates comprises about a third of the territory of Syria, except for the Bashar Assad
regime-controlled area near Deir el-Zour and the area near the Iraqi border controlled by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF),
a group dominated by YPG terrorists.

 Jamal Khashoggi murder trial opens in Saudi Arabia (BBC) By Frank Gardner
January 3 2019

The trial of 11 individuals over the murder of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi has
begun in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, state media report.

Prosecutors have asked for the death penalty for five of the defendants.

Khashoggi, a prominent US-based critic of the Saudi government, was killed after entering the Saudi consulate in Istanbul,
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Turkey, on 2 October.

Prosecutors say he was murdered in a "rogue" operation by agents sent to persuade him to return to the kingdom.

Saudi Arabia has refused Turkey's request to extradite 18 suspects for trial, including 15 alleged agents who it says flew to
Istanbul to carry out the killing.

What do we know of the trial? Little information was released by state media other than that the first session of the criminal
court's hearing of the case had begun and that the 11 defendants and their lawyers were present.

Defence lawyers requested a copy of the indictment sheet and time to review it. No date was set for the next hearing.

Requests to Turkey for evidence had not yet been answered, the attorney general said in a statement carried on the Saudi
Press Agency.

No names of the defendants have been officially released.

Earlier statements said another 10 people were also being investigated.

What have the Saudis said so far?

In November, Deputy Public Prosecutor Shalaan bin Rajih Shalaan said investigators had concluded that an intelligence
officer ordered Khashoggi's murder, applying a lethal injection inside the consulate.

The officer had been tasked with persuading the dissident journalist to return to the Gulf kingdom, he added.

Khashoggi's body was dismembered inside the building and the body parts were then handed over to a local "collaborator"
outside the grounds, according to Mr Shalaan.

The remains have not yet been found.

Are there any clues about the defendants' identities?

Turkey has identified 15 men it believes to be Saudi agents arriving at and departing from Istanbul's international airport
around the time of the killing.

But whether any of them are now on trial in Riyadh is unknown.

Some of the men captured on Turkish CCTV. It is unclear if any of them are on trial One man who will not be on trial is Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the son of King Salman and Saudi Arabia's de facto ruler, who has been accused by some in
the West of being behind the killing.

US officials have reportedly said such an operation would have needed the prince's approval.

Prince Mohammed has denied any role in what he has called a "heinous crime that cannot be justified".

The US has imposed sanctions on 17 Saudi officials, including Saud al-Qahtani, a former adviser to the crown prince who it
alleged was "part of the planning and execution of the operation" that led to Khashoggi's murder. Again, it is unclear if any of
the 17 are being tried.

Will it tell us the whole story?

The key question a lot of people will be asking about this trial is: Will it tell us the whole story about how Khashoggi died?

The past history of previous trials in Saudi Arabia would tend to indicate that it won't.

Commenting on the first day of the trial today, Amnesty International said "Saudi Arabia's criminal justice system falls far
short of international law".

The human rights group, which has called for a UN investigation into the journalist's murder, added that "the impartiality of
any investigation by the Saudi authorities is inevitably highly questionable".

The Saudi authorities have previously defended their justice system saying it is based on Sharia (Islamic law) and that
therefore it is above criticism.



But Saudi trials are notoriously opaque and due to the absence of a standard criminal code judges are often given leeway to
hand out arbitrary punishments.

As a prominent journalist, he covered major stories including the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the rise of Osama Bin
Laden for various Saudi news organisations.

Jamal Khashoggi had gone to Istanbul to obtain a marriage document For decades he was close to the Saudi royal family and
also served as an adviser to the government.

But he fell out of favour and went into self-imposed exile in the US last year. From there, he wrote columns for the
Washington Post in which he criticised the policies of the crown prince.

In his first column for the newspaper, Khashoggi said he feared being arrested in an apparent crackdown on dissent overseen
by the prince.

In his last column, he criticised Saudi involvement in war in Yemen.
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 ‘Repeated attacks’ could close down key hospital in eastern Libya, says WHO (UN News)
By Iason Athanasiadis
December 27, 2018

The World Health Organization (WHO) has strongly condemned an armed attack in Al
Jala Hospital in Libya’s second-largest city of Benghazi, which took place on
Tuesday, warning that further assaults could shutter the key facility.

[Although nobody was reportedly killed, WHO said that there had been panic among patients and health workers inside the
hospital, and damage to building infrastructure. According to local news reports, unidentified armed assailants entered the
building and stormed into the intensive care section, damaging some equipment in an exchange of gunfire. They left without
causing any injuries.

The trauma hospital is already struggling with resources and suffering from a lack of medical supplies. The attack marks the
latest incident in a wave of attacks by armed groups in the country’s eastern pocket in recent months, prompting the volatile
city to remain on a state of high alert.

In November, fighting between armed militia resulted in damage to a hospital for Women and Childbirth in the capital,
Tripoli. A doctor was shot, and the incident led to a three-day halt to non-emergency medical services.

The UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) responded in a statement stressing that the national health system “is already
under-resourced and overstretched, these attacks are costing lives of innocent patients and staff alike.”

Echoing the warning, WHO said on Thursday in response to the Benghazi attack against the Al Jala facility that “repeated
attacks will lead to closure of this important hospital, add to the suffering of Libyan people, and further deprive the already
limited access they have to medical care.

The UN global health agency urged all parties to observe international humanitarian law and respect the safety and neutrality
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of health workers and the facilities in which they operate.

Such tragedies should be avoided “by taking all necessary precautionary measures”, declared WHO, “and perpetrators must be
brought to justice.”

According to latest figures from the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, Benghazi hosts the largest number of internally-displaced
people of anywhere in the country, with 26,800 living in and around the city. 189,000 returnees have also made their way
back to the city and surrounding areas, since the overthrow of former ruler Muammar Al Gadaffi, in 2011. Since then, the
country has been wracked by division and economic crisis.

 Hifter forces in Libya say they freed 19 kidnapped by IS (ABC News)
By Rami Musa
January 1, 2019

The self-styled Libyan National Army says its forces have freed nearly 20 people who
were kidnapped by Islamic State group militants during attacks in central Libya.

Spokesman Ahmed al-Mesmari said Tuesday that clashes erupted late Monday between LNA forces, led by Field Marshal
Khalifa Hifter, and IS militants in Ghadwua village, 70 kilometers (43 miles) from the southern city of Sabha.

A military official says at least 21 people were kidnapped from the towns of al-Fuqaha and Tazerbu last month; two of them
managed to flee and reported the locations of the others. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not
authorized to brief media.

He says IS militants were holding the remaining 19 people in containers on farmland and that clashes killed a soldier.

 2019’s first suicide bomber strikes in Libya (Middle East Monitor)
January 1, 2019

A suicide bomber blew himself up outside a police station in Libya’s southwestern
town of Ghadwa, a local security source said Tuesday.

The source, who spoke to Anadolu Agency on condition of anonymity, said the blast had not left any casualties except for the
bomber himself.

Ghadwa is located roughly 60 kilometers south of the city of Sabha in Libya’s southeastern Fezzan region.

Notably, the bombing comes only days after forces loyal to military commander Khalifa Haftar, which currently control much
of eastern Libya, released 12 members of the Daesh terrorist group near Ghadwa.

 Mass grave of 34 Ethiopian Christians executed by ISIS found in Libya (The Christian Post)
By Samuel Smith
January 1, 2019

Libyan authorities have announced that a mass grave containing the remains of 34
Christians murdered by the Islamic State in 2015 has been found.

The interior ministry’s Criminal Investigation Department revealed that the bodies of 34 Ethiopian Christians were found on
what drone images show is a farm near the coastal city of Sirte, according to Reuters.

Sirte was controlled by the Islamic State’s Libyan offshoot in 2015 but the terror group was later pushed out of the city by
United Nations-backed forces in 2016.

In April 2015, however, the Islamic State released a video showing two groups of Ethiopian Christians in Orange jumpsuits
being killed on a Libyan beach. One group was shot to death while the others were beheaded.

The murdered Christians were in Libya looking for jobs as migrant workers.

In the 30-minute video, the Islamic State warned the “nation of the cross” that more killings were to come in revenge for the
“shed [of] Muslim blood.”

The Libyan government said that the discovered bodies will be repatriated to Ethiopia after “domestic and international legal
procedures are completed.”

https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/hifter-forces-libya-freed-19-kidnapped-60105866
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/hifter-forces-libya-freed-19-kidnapped-60105866
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190101-2019s-first-suicide-bomber-strikes-in-libya/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190101-2019s-first-suicide-bomber-strikes-in-libya/
https://www.christianpost.com/news/mass-grave-34-ethiopian-christians-executed-isis-found-libya.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/mass-grave-34-ethiopian-christians-executed-isis-found-libya.html


A video released showing the killings of the Ethiopian Christians led to tens of thousands of Ethiopians attending a rally in the
capital of Addis Ababa to condemn the Islamic State’s violence.

The mass murder of the Ethiopians came just about two months after the Islamic State beheaded 21 Coptic Christian migrant
workers from Egypt on a Libyan beach. That mass killing was also broadcast in a propaganda video produced by the terrorist
group’s media arm.

The mass grave containing the bodies of the 21 Coptic Christians was found in Sirte by Libya’s Interior Ministry in October
2017. According to the government, the bodies were found with their heads decapitated and hands bound behind the backs.

The Islamic State, which was has held territory in Iraq, Syria, Libya and Egypt, quickly became known worldwide through its
appalling execution videos.

In 2014, the group released a video showing the beheading of American journalist James Foley and threatened to kill another
American journalist, Steven Sotloff, if then President Barack Obama didn’t halt airstrikes against the Islamic State. Sotloff was
beheaded in September 2014 and the Islamic State also released the video of his beheading.

Other execution videos released by the Islamic State include one in which a victim was run over with a military tank, and
another where several victims are hogtied and slaughtered in a slaughterhouse.

Other videos showed victims being burned to death.

The Islamic State has largely been pushed out of its territories in Iraq and Syria. However, the Islamic State is still active in
Libya.

The Islamic State took credit for a Christmas Day attack on a Libyan foreign ministry office in Tripoli that left three dead and
10 injured. The terrorist group also claimed responsibility for an attack on a Christmas market in Germany last month where
one of its "soldiers" killed five people and injured 12 others.

According to the Daily Mail, Libyan Foreign Minister Mohamed Sayalah called on the international community to lift a U.N.
arms embargo imposed since 2011.

“We need weapons to combat terrorism,” Sayalah said. “The Libyan people are fighting terrorism on behalf of the world.”

Libya is being run by the interim Government of National Accord, which was formed by a United Nations-led initiative signed
in December 2015.

Unrest in Libya has caused the delay of a much anticipated presidential election that was supposed to take place in December.

Former President Obama has said that his decision in 2011 to authorize a military intervention in Libya that led to the
execution of Muammar al-Qaddafi and the destabilization of the country was his worst mistake as president.
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 Retreating ISIS army smuggled a fortune in cash and gold out of Iraq and Syria (The Washington
Post) By Joby Warrick
December 21, 2018

More than a year after the collapse of its self-declared caliphate, the Islamic State is
sitting on a mountain of stolen cash and gold that its leaders stashed away to
finance terrorist operations and ensure the organization’s survival years into the
future, intelligence officials and terrorism experts say.

As the Islamist militants retreated from former strongholds in Iraq and Syria, they carried vast sums in Western and Iraqi
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currency and gold coins — a trove estimated by independent experts to total about $400 million — nearly all of it looted from
banks or acquired through criminal enterprises.

While some of this treasure was buried or hidden away, the group’s leaders have laundered tens of millions of dollars by
investing in legitimate businesses throughout the Middle East over the past year, the officials said. The money is partly
intended, analysts say, to fund a future resurgence of the Islamic State, a prospect that some experts fear could be hastened by
the rapid U.S. troop withdrawal from Syria announced by the Trump administration this week.

New insights into the group’s financial holdings have emerged from raids in recent weeks on businesses in Baghdad and Irbil,
in Iraq’s semiautonomous Kurdish province. Investigators traced the flow of millions of dollars in Islamic State revenue
through banking networks with links to Turkey and the United Arab Emirates as well as Iraq and Syria.

Kurdish officials said the trail of Islamic State money led to an astonishing array of legitimate commercial enterprises,
including real estate companies, hotels and automobile dealerships. In one case, terrorist money was used to buy shares in a
carwash business.

“They can’t make money anymore by selling oil, so they’re making it other ways,” a counterterrorism official with the
Kurdistan Regional Government’s Counter Terrorism Department said in an interview. The official, who helped direct a series
of raids by the department’s counterterrorism unit on Iraqi businesses in Irbil in October, spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss the ongoing investigation into private businesses that were helping the Islamic State launder money.

Some of the businesses that received cash may not have been aware that the investors were terrorists, while others appear to
have happily looked the other way, the official said. One of the targeted businesses, the Iraq-based al-Rawi Network, moved up
to $500,000 a day to operatives in Turkey, the official said. In addition to investments and money laundering, some of the
funds appear to have been intended for more operational uses, he said. “They continue to fund terrorist activity. They also use
the money to pay the salaries of fighters and to support their families,” the official said. “Some of it even goes to pay for
lawyers to help their people who are in prison.”

The Islamic State’s millions are the remnants of a much larger fortune seized by the terrorists after their takeover of Syrian
and Iraqi cities four years ago. In June 2014, the group captured Iraq’s second-largest city, Mosul, and quickly emptied out
bank vaults there, acquiring by some estimates $500 million in currency and gold.

The group also took control of oil fields, mines, factories and farms in Iraq and Syria, and it soon established a network of
moneymaking enterprises that extracted profits from commodities ranging from petroleum and minerals to archaeological
artifacts, most of it sold on the black market. Millions of citizens in the self-declared caliphate also were subjected to heavy
taxes and fees.

By 2015, the caliphate’s cumulative holdings and earnings totaled as much $6 billion, according to estimates by some
independent analysts. By any measure, the wealth controlled by the terrorist group was staggeringly large, said Daniel L.
Glaser, a former Treasury Department official in charge of investigating terrorist financing during the Islamic State’s heyday.

“The sheer size and location of [Islamic State] territory gave it access to oil resources, taxation revenue and cash in bank vaults
that was qualitatively different in scope than anything we had seen before,” said Glaser, who is now a principal officer at the
Washington firm Financial Integrity Network.

The U.S.-led military coalition against the Islamic State began aggressively targeting the group’s finances in 2014. U.S.
warplanes dropped bombs on storage bins filled with stolen currency and disabled terrorist-controlled oil fields, refineries and
tankers. Beginning in 2015 and culminating last year, the coalition liberated Iraqi and Syrian cities and towns, cutting off the
group’s remaining major revenue sources.

But the loss of turf also eliminated the Islamic State’s biggest expenses: salaries, maintenance and other financial burdens that
come with governing territory, according to intelligence officials and experts.

“Without a caliphate to run, they no longer have the kind of operating costs they once had,” said Colin Clarke, an expert on
terrorist financial networks with the Soufan Group, a New York firm specializing in security consulting. “The territory they
now control, around the Hajin [Syria] pocket, is less than 1 percent of area held by the caliphate, so they’re not spending a lot
of money at all.”

Clarke, author of the 2015 book “Terrorism, Inc.,” has calculated that the Islamic State possessed about $400 million at the
time of the caliphate’s collapse last year, a figure that Middle East intelligence officials describe as a reasonable estimate,
based on their own investigations. Iraqi officials say large caches of gold and currency were simply buried in the desert —
including in one underground vault that was discovered last year under a sand berm south of Kirkuk.



Much of the rest has been secretly laundered and squirreled away in bank accounts and investments, officials said, at the
direction of Islamic State officials who realized years ago that their caliphate might not survive.

“We’ve seen people moving money through cutouts and proxies into correspondent banks, mostly in southern Turkey,” Clarke
said. “With so few debits, they have more than enough money for a rainy-day fund. It’s easily enough to run a low-level
insurgency in and around the border areas for the next decade. And that is without bringing in more money, which they’re
now looking to do.”

Yet, as intelligence officials acknowledge, the challenge of discovering and halting the Islamic State’s illegal streams of cash is
getting progressively harder as the group’s territorial holdings shrink. Iraq’s al-Rawi Network operated for years as a
legitimate financial services business before Kurdish investigators learned that it was being used by the terrorists.

“We watched them for a while,” said the Kurdish counterterrorism investigator involved in the Irbil raids, which led to the
arrests of eight people in October. “When we saw that [Islamic State] money was involved, we intervened.”

Only during subsequent investigations did the officials learn the true scale of the Iraqi operation, he said. “Many millions of
dollars were moved,” he said.

Iraqi officials have concluded that the residual cash could be helping finance what they describe as steadily rising violence in
the northern provinces near Mosul and Kirkuk. More than a year after the liberation of those areas, Islamist assailants have
carried out scores of assassinations and bombings in recent months, most of them aimed at tribal and government leaders and
police officers. It is all part of what officials fear is the Islamic State’s transformation into a shadowy insurgency that, while
powerful and lethal, is now much harder to see and confront.

“They used to have oil fields and collect revenue and ransom from people living in the caliphate,” Masrour Barzani, the
Kurdistan Regional Government’s chancellor and top security official, said in an interview. “But now all that is gone, and the
fight has changed. Everything that was once clear is now clandestine.”

 ISIS claims deadly bombing in Iraq (CNN) By Mohammed Tawfeeq
December 25, 2018

Three people were killed and 13 others wounded when a car bomb exploded in an
outdoor market in the city of Tal Afar in northwestern Iraq on Tuesday, according to
Iraqi military Brig. Gen. Abdul Jabbar al-Darraji.

The wounded were immediately evacuated to local hospitals and Iraqi security forces are investigating the incident, al-Darraji
said.

ISIS claimed responsibility for the explosion, saying the car bomb targeted Shiites in the city, but the group did not provide
any evidence to support the claim.

The terrorist group captured Tal Afar in June 2014, but the city was seized by Iraqi troops in August 2017. However, ISIS is
still able to stage deadly attacks in various parts of Iraq.

 German charged over death of ‘slave’ under IS rule in Iraq (Associated Press) 
December 28, 2018

German prosecutors have indicted a woman alleged to have belonged to the Islamic
State group’s “morality police” in Iraq and to have let a small girl she and her
husband held as a slave die of thirst.

The suspect, a 27-year-old German identified only as Jennifer W. in line with local privacy rules, was deported from Turkey to
Germany in 2016. She was arrested in June and is now charged with murder and committing a war crime.

Federal prosecutors said Friday W. patrolled parks in Fallujah and Mosul in 2015, ensuring women adhered to IS dress and
behavior codes.

They said she and her husband bought a 5-year-old girl as a slave. The husband left the girl chained outdoors as punishment
for wetting her mattress. W. allegedly did nothing to prevent her dying.

 Russia resettles 30 Russian children from war on IS in Iraq (The Associated Press) By Phillip Issa
December 30, 2018

Russia resettled 30 children of jailed and deceased Islamic State members from
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Iraq, on Sunday, in a minor breakthrough to the deadlock over what to do with the
foreign families to IS militants.

Maksim Maksimov, the Russian ambassador to Iraq, said the children were Russian. Their mothers are incarcerated at a
Baghdad prison, according to the office of Russia’s ombudsman for children’s rights, Anna Kuznetsova.

The children, some appearing as young as three or four years old, were led through Baghdad’s international airport to a
Russian state plane to take them to Moscow. Many of the girls wore headscarves and conservative garb. A few appeared
anxious and afraid; others looked with wonder around the airport and appeared excited to fly. None of the children appeared
to have reached their teenage years.

Kuznetsova, wearing rubber gloves and a disposable surgical gown, chaperoned them to the plane. She arrived earlier Monday
to meet with Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi.

An official at Iraq’s Justice Ministry said the children’s fathers were IS members and were killed fighting for the group in Iraq.

Officials barred reporters from speaking to the children and did not provide any specifics about their cases. It is unclear who
will take care of the children when they arrive in Russia or where they will be resettled.

But there could be thousands of children in Iraq and Syria born to foreign fighters who have nowhere to go since the Islamic
State group’s so-called caliphate began to crumble in 2016.

Foreign governments have been reluctant to repatriate IS suspects and their wives, widows, and children, leaving authorities
in Iraq and Syria to put them in camps and jails instead.

Russia, though, has been proactive about identifying children of Russian nationality, saying it would be dangerous to leave
them to grow up in a radicalized environment only to return to Russia with violent intentions later.

Kuznetsova’s office said it had identified 123 Russian children in Iraq who required resettlement, and 699 Russian children
across the region who had been “brought to the Middle East by their parents” and could also return to Russia.

Approximately 5,000 Russians were believed to have flocked to the Islamic State group during its heyday earlier this decade.
At its peak it held territory spanning most of northern Syria and Iraq, and claimed responsibility for terror attacks across
Europe, Asia, and Africa.

But with the group nearly defeated, territorially, in Syria and Iraq, and its numbers diminished, those recruits are leaving
behind a challenging legacy in their children.

The group flown to Russia Sunday is among the largest repatriated at single time, and Maksimov, the ambassador, promised
more flights would be forthcoming.

“This sort of work is very difficult and without the help of the Iraqi government and institutions, it would not be possible to
achieve these positive outcomes,” he said.

[back to contents]

Syria

 Coalition strikes ISIS targets in Syria ahead of US withdrawal (The Washington Examiner) By Kelly
Cohen
December 25, 2018

A joint coalition task force led by the United States announced that airstrikes and
coordinated attacks took out “several hundred” Islamic State fighters in Syria.

The operation took place in the middle Euphrates River Valley in Syria between Dec. 16 and Dec. 22 — overlapping with
President Trump’s unexpected announcement that the U.S. would withdraw its roughly 2,000 troops from the country.
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“These coordinated attacks destroyed ISIS logistics facilities and staging areas; ultimately this severely degraded ISIS
capabilities to maneuver and control their attack formations, but also removed several hundred ISIS fighters from the
battlefield,” the Tuesday press release by Operation Inherent Resolve reads.

The press release also revealed that the airstrikes took out ISIS “financial centers and capabilities in Susah and As Shafah,
which delivered a significant blow to the ability of” the militant group to finance terrorist activities.

"ISIS presents a very real threat to the long-term stability in this region and our mission remains the same, the enduring
defeat of ISIS," U.K. Maj. Gen. Christopher Ghika, the deputy commander of Operation Inherent Resolve, said in a statement
Tuesday.

The press release said “coalition partner forces continue to advance through the last remaining stronghold ISIS has in the
region.”

Trump abruptly announced Dec. 19 that ISIS had been defeated and the U.S. would begin a full and rapid withdrawal of its
ground troops in the war-torn country.

The decision led in part to Defense Secretary Jim Mattis’ sudden resignation last week. Mattis had said his last day would be in
February, but Trump announced over the weekend that he was being pushed out early and replaced by Patrick Shanahan.

Then, Brett McGurk, the special presidential envoy for the global coalition to counter ISIS, submitted his resignation Friday
because of the decision to withdraw troops. McGurk had previously said privately that he was going to leave the
administration in February, but his resignation is now effective Dec. 31.

Syria has been ravaged by civil war, which began in 2011, and experts as well as Trump's own advisers told him not to
withdraw from the country.

As of April 2018, the United Nations high commissioner for refugees said more than 5.6 million Syrians have fled the country,
and another 6 million people are displaced internally.

In addition, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said earlier this year that roughly 511,000 people had been killed in the
Syrian civil war since it began in 2011. Furthermore, roughly 85 percent of the dead were civilians killed by the Syrian
government and its allies, including Russia, the Observatory said.

Airstrikes by the U.S. and its allies began against ISIS in Syria in September 2014. The operation was dubbed Operation
Inherent Resolve.

The civil war is a fight between ISIS, Kurdish forces, the regime of Bashar Assad, and other opposition groups.

As of November, reports showed Syrian government forces held roughly 63 percent of the country, Kurdish forces held
roughly 28 percent of the country, and less than 10 percent is controlled by rebel groups. ISIS controlled less than one percent.

 Israeli official confirms Syria airstrikes as Russia objects (The Washington Post) By Josef Federman
and Nataliya Vasilyeva
December 27, 2018

An Israeli security official on Wednesday confirmed responsibility for overnight
airstrikes in Syria, saying the air force had hit a series of targets involved in Iranian
arms transfers to the Hezbollah militant group.

Russia had criticized the airstrike, saying it endangered civilian flights. The comments highlighted the increasingly tense
relations between Israel and Russia, which have grown strained since the September downing of a Russian plane by Syrian
forces responding to another Israeli raid.

The Israeli official said the air force had attacked several Iranian targets in three main locations late Tuesday and early
Wednesday. He said the targets were primarily storage and logistics facilities used by archenemy Iran to ship weapons to
Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed Lebanese group that fought Israel in a 2006 war.

The Israeli official said it was Syrian air defenses that endangered the civilian planes, by firing 30 missiles in response to the
airstrike. He also claimed that Iranian forces are operating less than 80 kilometers (50 miles) from the Israeli border, contrary
to Russian assurances.

The official spoke on condition of anonymity under standard Israeli security protocols. The military has not commented on the
incident.
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Earlier Wednesday, Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Maj. Gen. Igor Konashenkov said that six Israeli F-16 jets launched
a “provocative” raid at the moment when two civilian airliners were preparing to land in Damascus and Beirut, creating a
“direct threat” to the aircraft.

Lebanon’s acting Transport Minister Youssef Fenianos confirmed Konashenkov’s account, saying the two airplanes in
Lebanese airspace “narrowly” escaped Israeli warplanes, averting a “human catastrophe.” Fenianos said Lebanon will present
a complaint to the U.N. Security Council.

Konashenkov said the Syrian military didn’t fully engage its air defense assets to avoid accidentally hitting the passenger jets.
He added that Syrian air traffic controllers redirected the Damascus-bound plane to a Russian air base in Syria’s coastal
province of Latakia.

Konashenkov said Syrian air defense forces shot down 14 of the 16 precision-guided bombs dropped by the Israeli jets, while
the remaining two hit a Syrian military depot 7 kilometers (about 4 miles) west of Damascus, wounding three Syrian soldiers.

The Israeli official said the Israeli jets hit all their targets, in some cases causing secondary explosions. He said they also
destroyed a Syrian anti-aircraft battery.

In recent years, Israel has acknowledged carrying out scores of airstrikes in neighboring Syria, most believed to have been
aimed at suspected Iranian arms shipments to Hezbollah. Iran and Hezbollah have sent forces to Syria to bolster President
Bashar Assad, who appears close to victory after a devastating seven-year civil war.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly said Israel will not allow Iran to establish a permanent military presence
in postwar Syria.

That mission has been complicated by the Sept. 17 downing of the Russian reconnaissance aircraft by Syrian fire. Russia,
which also backs Assad, has blamed Israel for the friendly-fire mishap and reportedly scaled back a hotline that allowed the
two air forces to coordinate and avoid unintended clashes.

Russia also sent Syria sophisticated S-300 anti-aircraft missiles, though the Israeli official said an older system was fired at the
Israeli planes in Wednesday’s incident.

Israeli officials have also expressed concern about U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw U.S. forces from Syria.
The U.S. presence has given Israel an extra element of protection.

Speaking at a military ceremony Wednesday, Netanyahu said the U.S. withdrawal will not change his policy.

Although he did not directly mention the airstrikes, he said Israel’s air force has unmatched capabilities and can reach areas
“near and far, very far.”

“We are not prepared to accept the Iranian military entrenchment in Syria, which is directed against us. We will act against it
vigorously and continuously, including during the current period,” he told a graduation ceremony of new air force pilots.

Addressing the same ceremony, Israel’s military chief, Lt. Gen. Gadi Eisenkot, praised the army’s “many important
accomplishments,” including “thwarting the expansion of Iranian influence.”

The Syrian Foreign Ministry accused Israel of exacerbating the crisis in the country and standing in the way of the
government’s war on terrorism.

In messages sent to the U.N. secretary-general and the president of the Security Council, the ministry said the Israeli airstrike
wouldn’t have been launched if it wasn’t for what it called “unlimited” U.S. support for Israel.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a war monitor, said Tuesday’s Israeli strike targeted three positions
south of Damascus that are arms depots for Hezbollah and Iranian forces.

 Civilian exodus from Daesh’s last Syria bastion (Arab News) 
December 27, 2018

Thousands of civilians, mostly relatives of militant fighters, are fleeing the Daesh
group’s last stronghold in eastern Syria, a war monitor said on Thursday.

According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, 11,500 people have fled the area since Kurdish-led forces broke Daesh
defenses and took the militants’ main hub of Hajjin two weeks ago.
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“The past fortnight saw the biggest exodus” since the launch in September of a broad offensive against Daesh by the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), the monitoring group said.

The outfit is an alliance of the Kurdish militia which controls northeastern Syria and local Arab fighters that operates with
backing from a US-led military coalition.

The militant group had already lost all of its major urban centers earlier in 2018 but was clinging to the remote area in the
Euphrates River Valley.

The SDF launched an operation involving more than 15,000 fighters to smash the militants’ last redoubt, known as the Hajjin
pocket, on Sept. 10.

They took the town of Hajjin on Dec. 14, after months of an offensive slowed by Turkish threats against the Kurds further
north as well as fierce counter-attacks by Daesh fighters with little to lose.

“Most of the displaced are IS relatives,” said Rami Abdel Rahman, the head of the Britain-based Observatory.

He added however that fighters were attempting to blend in with the civilians to save their lives and that the SDF had
managed to detain 700 so far.

He said that since the loss of Hajjin, the last town of note in the area, the militants have been unable to defend their positions
and were quickly falling back.

Daesh still controls the villages of Al-Shaafa and Sousa as well as a handful of hamlets dotting the eastern bank of the
Euphrates.

Abdel Rahman said he expected the last rump of what was once a sprawling “caliphate” straddling swathes of Iraq and Syria to
collapse in the coming days.

While it could soon lose its last fixed positions, Daesh remains a threat, with roving units still carrying out attacks from their
desert hideouts and cells reportedly regrouping in several parts of Iraq and Syria.

 US Troops Pullout May Shed Light on Coalition's War Crimes in Syria (Sputnik News) 
December 29, 2018

The withdrawal of US troops from Syria may reveal the war crimes of the
international coalition committed in the war-torn country, in particular, during the
operation to liberate the city of Raqqa, a military-diplomatic source said.

"The upcoming withdrawal of US military personnel from Syria will most likely shed light on numerous war crimes committed
by the 'international coalition' during the so-called fight against the Islamic State* terrorist group. First of all, this concerns, of
course, the much hyped liberation of Raqqa in October 2017, which has transformed into a 'ghost city' as a result of carpet
bombings by coalition aircraft", the source said.

Following the announcement of US plans to withdraw troops from Syria, the militants operating in Al-Tanf are making
constant attempts to force their way out of the area to adjacent regions of the country and even to neighbouring Jordan, a
military-diplomatic source said.

"After the announcement of the imminent withdrawal of the US military, the entire 'hive' of the militants there… was set in
motion. Almost every day, the militants attempt to break through from there not only to the territory controlled by Damascus
in Syria, but also to Jordan", the source said.

The source added that the heavy smoke around the Rukban refugee camp in Al-Tanf could indicate that the militants are
burning the corpses of refugees, who have perished from hunger and diseases due to the shortage of humanitarian aid
supplies.

Earlier in December, US media reported that Trump had ordered the Pentagon to develop a plan to withdraw about half of the
14,000 US troops in Afghanistan, coinciding with the president's announcement that 2,000 American forces would be pulled
out of Syria.

The Syria withdraw decision prompted the resignation of US Defence Secretary James Mattis and Brett McGurk, the US
special presidential envoy for the global coalition to defeat the Daesh* terrorist group.

*Daesh, also known as ISIS/IS/Islamic State, is a terrorist organisation outlawed in Russia and many other countries.
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 Nearly 20,000 Killed In Syria War In 2018, Lowest In 8 Years: Human Rights Group (NDTV) 
December 31, 2018

Syria's nearly eight-year-old conflict saw its lowest annual death toll in 2018 as the
regime reasserted its authority over swathes of territory, a war monitor said on
Monday.

A total of 19,666 people were killed this year as a result of the conflict, which erupted in 2011, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group reported.

"2018 was the lowest annual toll since the start of the conflict," Observatory chief Rami Abdel Rahman told AFP.

The Britain-based monitor relies on a vast network of sources across Syria to document the war that broke out after the brutal
repression of nationwide anti-regime protests in 2011.

The death toll for 2017 stood at more than 33,000 and the highest annual figure was reached in 2014 -- the year the Islamic
State jihadist group proclaimed a "caliphate" over large parts of Syria and neighbouring Iraq -- when 76,000 people were
killed.

Among those killed in 2018 were 6,349 civilians, 1,437 of them children, Abdel Rahman said.

 Documenting the Death of 976 Individuals due to Torture in Syria in 2018, Including 12 in
December (Syrian Network for Human Rights) 
January 2, 2019

SNHR announced today that at least 976 individuals died due to torture in Syria in
2018, including 12 in December.

The latest SNHR report notes that international law completely prohibits torture and other forms of cruel, inhumane, or
degrading treatment. This being a customary rule, states can’t dismiss or undermine this rule in favor of other rights or values,
even in times of emergency.

The report stresses that torture is being practiced in Syria in a systematic manner to extremely brutal and sadistic degrees. In
many cases, torture is perpetrated on the basis of victims’ ethnicity or sect, particularly in the detention centers of Syrian
regime, which has been, and continues to be the primary and main perpetrator of all crimes of torture.

According to the report, other parties have also committed crimes of torture, albeit to a far smaller extent than the Syrian
regime, with SNHR’s team documenting a notable increase, since 2015, in rates of deaths due to torture at the hands of other
parties – particularly at the hands of ISIS and the Self-Management forces, while rates of death due to torture at the hands of
armed opposition factions saw an increase since late 2016.

Fadel Abdul Ghany, chairman of SNHR, adds:

“The norm of ‘Responsibility to Protect’ must be implemented in light of the government’s failure to protect its people, and the
fruitlessness of the diplomatic and peace-making efforts so far. Crimes against humanity and war crimes are being perpetrated
every day in Syria, mainly at the hands of the organs of the state itself.”

The report draws upon ongoing monitoring of news and developments by the SNHR team, and on an extensive network of
contacts with various sources, in addition to speaking with either former detainees, or victims’ families and friends, most of
whom can only obtain information about their detained loved ones by bribing senior regime officials.

The report notes that the ability to confirm deaths remains completely subject to ongoing documentation and verification with
cases of this nature remaining open in light of the serious difficulties encountered in the documentation process. The cases
included in this report represent only a fraction of the actual total number of violations that are being perpetrated.

The report documents that 976 individuals died due to torture at the hands of the parties to the conflict in Syria in 2018. Of
this number, 951 died at the hands of Syrian Regime forces, including 11 children and two women. One woman died due to
torture at the hands of ISIS, while nine other individuals, including one child, died due to torture at the hands of factions of
the Armed Opposition. The report further documents the death of 10 individuals due to torture at the hands of Self-
Management forces, while other parties were responsible for the death of five more individuals due to torture.

According to the report, the highest death toll due to torture in 2018 was recorded in Damascus Suburbs governorate, with 271
individuals. The remaining death toll is distributed across governorates as follows:
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163 in Homs, 134 in Hasaka, 131 in Hama, 101 in Daraa, 47 in Damascus, 38 in Idlib, 29 in Dei Ez-Zour, 25 in Latakia, 24 in
Aleppo, nine in Raqqa, and four in Suwayda.

The report also contains the death toll due to torture for December, which saw 12 cases of death due to torture documented, all
of them in the official and unofficial detention centers of Syrian Regime forces, including three cases in Damascus, two in
Homs, Hama, Dei Ez-Zour and Raqqa each and one in Damascus Suburbs.

The report stresses that the Syrian regime has practiced torture through multiple institutions in a widespread manner which
constitutes an explicit breach of international human rights law, with these actions qualifying as crimes against humanity.
Also, these crimes, which have been perpetrated after the start of the non-international armed conflict, constitute a blatant
breach of international human rights law and constitute war crimes. Furthermore, the report notes that the Syrian regime has
never launched any investigation, or held those who were involved accountable, but has instead concealed and hidden
criminal evidences.

The report adds that other parties to the conflict (ISIS, Kurdish Self-Management forces, and factions of the armed
opposition) have perpetrated violations of the rules of international human rights law or international humanitarian law
which constitute war crimes.

The report calls on the Syrian regime to launch an immediate investigation into all cases of deaths inside detention centers,
and to suspend all death sentences since the verdicts in all these cases are based on confessions extracted under brutal torture.
Also, the report states that the Commission of Inquiry, the International Committee of the Red Cross, and all objective human
rights groups should have immediate access to detention centers. In addition, the report demands action to end all forms of
torture.

Additionally, the report calls for the release of arbitrarily arrested detainees, especially women and children, in addition to
revealing the fates of tens of thousands forcibly-disappeared persons, with the report holding the Syrian regime responsible
for deaths due to torture.

The report calls on the Kurdish Self-Management forces to respect the standards of international human rights law, cease the
use of torture, and hold all those involved in perpetrating these crimes accountable, as well as calling on the Kurdish Self-
Management to reveal all detainees and publicize lists of their names, make the locations and sites of the group’s secret
detention centers public, and allow families and human rights groups to visit detainees.

Moreover, the report calls on the extremist Islamist groups and factions from the armed opposition to ensure the
implementation of the international human rights law in the areas and prisons under their control, and to cease all forms of
torture inside detention centers.

The report calls on the Security Council and the United Nations to apply pressure on the Syrian government in order to
implement Security Council resolutions 2042, 2139, and 2254, and to take action under Chapter VII of the Charter of the
United Nations in order to save detainees from dying inside detention centers.

The report calls on Russia to stop hindering the referral of the case in Syria to the International Criminal Court, stressing that
states party to the Convention against Torture should take all necessary measure to establish their jurisdiction over the
perpetrators of torture crimes, and impose serious sanctions against the Syrian regime.

Lastly, the report calls on the Commission of Inquiry (COI) and the International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism
(IIIM) to launch investigations into the incidents included in this report and previous reports. The report stresses that SNHR
is willing to cooperate and provide further evidence and data to assist in any such endeavors.

 Around 7,000 civilians killed in Syria last year: NGO, Assad regime tortured 951 people to death in
Syria last year (Anadolou Agency) By Ali Murat Alhas
January 2, 2019

Around 7,000 civilians were killed in attacks across war-torn Syria in 2018,
according to a human rights group on Wednesday.

In a statement, the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) said the victims included 1,436 children and 1,361 women.

The NGO said regime forces were responsible for the killing of 4,162 civilians, including 713 children and 799 women last year.

Russian forces, which provide air support to the Bashar al-Assad regime, was blamed for the death of 467 civilians, including
169 children and 118 women, it added.
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A total of 417 civilians were killed in U.S.-led coalition airstrikes last year, including 175 children and 118 women, the NGO
said.

According to the SNHR statement, 446 civilians were killed by the Deash terrorist group last year, and 285 others by
YPG/PKK terrorists.

The NGO said armed opposition groups were responsible for the death of 80 civilians, while 1,107 people were killed in attacks
by unidentified parties.

The SNHR said 976 people were tortured to death in Syria last year, for which the Assad regime was responsible for killing 951
of them.

Ten people were also tortured to death by YPG/PKK terrorists, the NGO said.

Syria has only just begun to emerge from a devastating conflict that began in 2011 when the Assad regime cracked down on
demonstrators with unexpected ferocity.
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Yemen

 UN agrees Yemen ceasefire resolution after fraught talks and US veto threat (The Guardian)
The Guardian
By Julian Borger
December 21, 2018

The United Nations security council has agreed to the deployment of UN monitors
to observe the implementation of a ceasefire in the Yemeni port of Hodeidah.

A UK-drafted resolution supporting the ceasefire, agreed in Stockholm, was adopted on Friday afternoon, the first UN
resolution on Yemen in more than three years.

The news was welcomed by aid agencies. “Today, at last, the council has taken a much needed step to respond to the
urgency of the humanitarian disaster as well as the international community’s growing outrage and desire to put an end to
the brutal war in Yemen,” said Frank McManus, Yemen country director for the International Rescue Committee.

“With more than 20 million Yemenis facing severe hunger, and 10 million on the brink of famine, it is imperative the
agreements reached in Sweden are implemented effective immediately, and all parties to the conflict commit to further
talks in January.”

However, the resolution was only agreed after it was stripped of much the language on guaranteeing humanitarian
deliveries and the need for accountability for war crimes. The edits were on the insistence of the US mission, reflecting the
views from the Saudi and Emirati coalition, which has resisted any UN constraints on its operations in Yemen.

When diplomats reconvened at dawn on Friday after a long night of negotiations, the US stunned the UK and other
European missions by threatening to veto the British resolution if the humanitarian language was not pruned and a clause
inserted explicitly condemning Iran for its role as a backer of the Houthi rebels – an insertion that was blocked by Russia.

It is highly unusual for the western allies at the UN to threaten each other with vetoes. One official involved in the talks
said he had “never really seen anything like this”.

Another diplomat said: “I don’t know if the [veto] threat is unprecedented. It is certainly surprising and disappointing. In
the end, however, we managed to bridge the gap and come to agreement.”

Oxfam welcomed the resolution, calling it “long overdue and much needed”. But its senior humanitarian policy adviser,
Kathryn Achilles, said: “After three and a half years of silence, this resolution does not go far enough in demanding
accountability for violations of international humanitarian law. And with the looming risk of an immense famine, it does
not appropriately convey the urgency of revitalizing Yemen’s economy or removing restrictions from its air and sea ports.”
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Diplomats at the UN believe that it reflected a shift in broader US foreign policy, under the national security adviser, John
Bolton, the secretary of state, Mike Pompeo, and the president’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner, which has elevated the
importance of the US relationship with Saudi Arabia and downgraded the relationships with European allies.

“Everything about US foreign policy is difficult to explain right now,” a European diplomat said.

The resolution calls for the Hodeidah ceasefire, which came into force on Tuesday, to be respected and for the warring
parties not to bring reinforcements into the city, which is a vital entry point for food and medicine for a country on the
brink of famine.

Forces are also to be withdrawn within three weeks from the city and port of Hodeidah and the ports of Salif and Ras Issa.

The resolution calls on the parties to continue to work with the UN special envoy, Martin Griffiths, on stabilising the
Yemeni economy and keeping the airport open in the capital, Sana’a.

The resolution also authorised the UN secretary general, António Guterres, to “establish and deploy, for an initial period of
30 days from the adoption of this resolution, an advance team to begin monitoring and to support and facilitate the
immediate implementation of the Stockholm agreement”. Guterres is then meant to submit proposals before the new year
on a longer-term UN monitoring mechanism.

The UK had included language calling on the warring sides to comply with requests from the UN humanitarian chief, Mark
Lowcock, to safeguard the delivery of humanitarian supplies. In the amended text that is summarised with fewer details.

A passage expressing grave concern about the “growing threat of conflict-induced famine and the devastating impact of the
conflict on civilians” was dropped, as was call for “transparent, credible and timely investigations” into war crimes and for
those responsible to be held to account.

“What has been lost is a sense of international consensus around priorities in Yemen,” said Peter Salisbury, an analyst at
the International Crisis Group. “The mind boggles at what should have been something really simple and positive has
become so difficult, and managed to muddy the waters as such a fragile moment.”

 Arms Sales to Saudis Leave American Fingerprints on Yemen’s Carnage (New York Times)
NY Times
By Declan Walsh and Eric Schmitt
December 25, 2018

When a Saudi F-15 warplane takes off from King Khalid air base in southern Saudi
Arabia for a bombing run over Yemen, it is not just the plane and the bombs that
are American.

American mechanics service the jet and carry out repairs on the ground. American technicians upgrade the targeting
software and other classified technology, which Saudis are not allowed to touch. The pilot has likely been trained by the
United States Air Force.

And at a flight operations room in the capital, Riyadh, Saudi commanders sit near American military officials who provide
intelligence and tactical advice, mainly aimed at stopping the Saudis from killing Yemeni civilians.

American fingerprints are all over the air war in Yemen, where errant strikes by the Saudi-led coalition have killed more
than 4,600 civilians, according to a monitoring group. In Washington, that toll has stoked impassioned debate about the
pitfalls of America’s alliance with Saudi Arabia under Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who relies on American
support to keep his warplanes in the air.

Saudi Arabia entered the war in 2015, allying with the United Arab Emirates and a smattering of Yemeni factions with the
goal of ousting the Iran-allied Houthi rebels from northern Yemen. Three years on, they have made little progress. At least
60,000 Yemenis have died in the war, and the country stands on the brink of a calamitous famine.

For American officials, the stalled war has become a strategic and moral quagmire. It has upended the assumptions behind
the decades-old policy of selling powerful weapons to a wealthy ally that, until recently, rarely used them. It has raised
questions about complicity in possible war crimes. And the civilian toll has posed a troubling dilemma: how to support
Saudi allies while keeping the war’s excesses at arm’s length.

In interviews, 10 current and former United States officials portrayed a troubled and fractious American response to
regular reports of civilians killed in coalition airstrikes.
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The Pentagon and State Department have denied knowing whether American bombs were used in the war’s most
notorious airstrikes, which have struck weddings, mosques and funerals. However, a former senior State Department
official said that the United States had access to records of every airstrike over Yemen since the early days of the war,
including the warplane and munitions used.

At the same time, American efforts to advise the Saudis on how to protect civilians often came to naught. The Saudis
whitewashed an American-sponsored initiative to investigate errant airstrikes and often ignored a voluminous no-strike
list.

“In the end, we concluded that they were just not willing to listen,” said Tom Malinowski, a former assistant secretary of
state and an incoming member of Congress from New Jersey. “They were given specific coordinates of targets that should
not be struck and they continued to strike them. That struck me as a willful disregard of advice they were getting.”

Yet American military support for the airstrikes continued.

While American officials often protested civilian deaths in public, two presidents ultimately stood by the Saudis. President
Obama gave the war his qualified approval to assuage Saudi anger over his Iran nuclear deal. President Trump embraced
Prince Mohammed and bragged of multibillion-dollar arms deals with the Saudis.

As bombs fell on Yemen, the United States continued to train the Royal Saudi Air Force. In 2017, the United States
military announced a $750 million program focused on how to carry out airstrikes, including avoiding civilian casualties.
The same year, Congress authorized the sale of more than $510 million in precision-guided munitions to Saudi Arabia,
which had been suspended by the Obama administration in protest of civilian casualties.

Nearly 100 American military personnel are advising or assisting the coalition war effort, although fewer than 35 are based
in Saudi Arabia.

American support for the war met stiff headwinds this fall, when congressional fury over the murder of the Saudi dissident
Jamal Khashoggi combined with worries over civilian deaths in Yemen.

In response, the Trump administration ended American air-to-air refueling of coalition warplanes over Yemen in
November but has otherwise continued to support the war. This month, the Senate voted to end American military
assistance to the war altogether, a sharp rebuke to the Trump administration, but the bill died when the House refused to
consider it.

The civilian toll is still rising. According to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, November was the most
violent month in Yemen since the group began tracking casualties in January 2016. There were 3,058 war-related fatalities
in November, it said, including 80 civilians killed in airstrikes.

‘Expensive Paperweights’

For decades, the United States sold tens of billions of dollars in arms to Saudi Arabia on an unspoken premise: that they
would rarely be used.

The Saudis amassed the world’s third-largest fleet of F-15 jets, after the United States and Israel, but their pilots almost
never saw action. They shot down two Iranian jets over the Persian Gulf in 1984, two Iraqi warplanes during the 1991 gulf
war and they conducted a handful of bombing raids along the border with Yemen in 2009.

The United States had similar expectations for its arms sales to other Persian Gulf countries.

“There was a belief that these countries wouldn’t end up using this equipment, and we were just selling them expensive
paperweights,” said Andrew Miller, a former State Department official now with the Project on Middle East Democracy.

Then came Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

When the prince, then the Saudi defense minister, sent fighter jets to Yemen in March 2015, Pentagon officials were
flustered to receive just 48 hours notice of the first strikes against Houthi rebels, two former senior American officials said.
American officials were persuaded by Saudi assurances the campaign would be over in weeks.

But as the weeks turned to years, and the prospect of victory receded, the Americans found themselves backing a military
campaign that was exacting a steep civilian toll, largely as a result of Saudi and Emirati airstrikes.

American military officials posted to the coalition war room in Riyadh noticed that inexperienced Saudi pilots flew at high
altitudes to avoid enemy fire, military officials said. The tactic reduced the risk to the pilots but transferred it to civilians,



who were exposed to less accurate bombings.

Coalition planners misidentified targets and their pilots struck them at the wrong time — destroying a vehicle as it passed
through a crowded bazaar, for instance, instead of waiting until it reached an open road. The coalition routinely ignored a
no-strike list — drawn up by the United States Central Command and the United Nations — of hospitals, schools and other
places where civilians gathered.

At times, coalition officers subverted their own chain of command. In one instance, a devastating strike that killed 155
people in a funeral hall was ordered by a junior officer who countermanded an order from a more senior officer, a State
Department official said.

The Americans offered help. The State Department financed an investigative body to review errant airstrikes and propose
corrective action. Pentagon lawyers trained Saudi officers in the laws of war. Military officers suggested putting gun
cameras on Saudi and Emiratis warplanes to see how strikes were being conducted. The coalition balked.

In June 2017, American officials extracted new promises of safeguards, including stricter rules of engagement and an
expansion of the no-strike list to about 33,000 targets — provisions that allowed the secretary of state, then Rex W.
Tillerson, to win support in Congress for the sale of more than $510 million in precision-guided munitions to the kingdom.

But those measures seemed to make little difference. Just over a year later, in August 2018, a coalition airstrike killed at
least 40 boys on a packed school bus in northern Yemen.

Still, American leaders insisted they need to keep helping the Saudi coalition.

America’s role in the war was “absolutely essential” to safeguard civilians, the general in charge of Central Command, Gen.
Joseph L. Votel, told a charged Senate hearing in March.

“I think this does give us the best opportunity to address these concerns,” he said.

What the U.S. Knows

In March, Prince Mohammed paid a visit to Washington, where he was feted by President Trump. As the two leaders sat in
the White House, Mr. Trump held aloft a chart with price-tagged photos of warplanes and other weapons.

“$3 billion,” Mr. Trump said, pointing to the chart. “$533 million. $525 million. That’s peanuts for you.”

The prince chuckled.

But in Congress, the mood was souring. In the March hearing, senators accused the Pentagon of being complicit in the
coalition’s errant bombing, and pressed its leaders on how directly the United States was linked to atrocities.

General Votel said the military knew little about that. The United States did not track whether the coalition jets that it
refueled carried out the airstrikes that killed civilians, he said, and did not know when they used American-made bombs.
At a briefing in Cairo in August, a senior United States official echoed that assessment.

“I would assume the Saudis have an inventory system that traces that information,” said the official, who spoke
anonymously to discuss diplomatically sensitive relations. “But that’s not information that is available to the U.S.”

But Larry Lewis, a State Department adviser on civilian harm who worked with the Saudi-led coalition from 2015 to 2017,
said that information was readily available from an early stage.

At the coalition headquarters in Riyadh, he said, American liaison officers had access to a database that detailed every
airstrike: warplane, target, munitions used and a brief description of the attack. American officials frequently emailed him
copies of a spreadsheet for his own work, he said.

The data could easily be used to pinpoint the role of American warplanes and bombs in any single strike, he said. “If the
question was “Hey, was that a U.S. munition they used?” You would know that it was,” he said.

Capt. Bill Urban, a spokesman for Central Command, did not deny the existence of the database, but said that American
officers only used coalition data to carry out their core mission: advising on civilian casualties, sharing intelligence on
Houthi threats and coordinating the midair refueling that ended in November.

“I will not speculate on how the United States could have used or compiled the information the Saudi-led coalition shared
for some other function,” he said in a statement. “That is not the mission these advisers were invited to Riyadh to perform.



That is not the way partnerships work.”

Other officials have said that collating information about use of American munitions in Yemen would be onerous and,
ultimately, pointless. “What difference would it make?” the senior United States official in Cairo said.

But legal experts say such information could be significant. Inside the State Department, there have been longstanding
worries about potential legal liability for the American role in the war. In August, the United Nations’ human rights body
determined that some coalition airstrikes were likely war crimes.

Under American law, customers of American weapons must follow the laws of armed conflict or future sales may be
blocked, said Ryan Goodman, a former Defense Department attorney who teaches law at New York University.

Mr. Lewis, who left the State Department in 2017, said that in his experience, individual Saudi officers were often
concerned or distressed by airstrikes that killed civilians but there was little institutional effort to reform the system.

The Joint Incidents Assessment Team, the body set up to investigate errant strikes, worked diligently at first, he said. But
when its findings were made public, the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs had removed any references that were critical of
coalition actions.

Asked if that was the case, the Saudi ambassador to Yemen, Mohamed Al Jaber, said, “The JIAT is an independent team,”
and he referred any questions to them.

Applying Leverage

Obfuscation and impunity continue to characterize the coalition’s airstrike campaign. The coalition rarely identifies which
country carries out an airstrike, although the vast majority are Saudi and Emirati, officials say. In July, King Salman of
Saudi Arabia issued an order lifting “all military and disciplinary penalties” for Saudi troops fighting in Yemen, an
apparent amnesty for possible war crimes.

Over the summer, as Emirati warplanes pounded the Red Sea port of Hudaydah, General Votel and the defense secretary
at the time, Jim Mattis, held at least 10 phone calls or video conferences with Saudi and Emirati leaders, urging them to
show restraint, a senior American military official and a senior Western official said.

At least one of the conferences involved Mohammed bin Zayed, the crown prince of Abu Dhabi and the effective leader of
the United Arab Emirates.

“The Saudis are decent partners,” Gen. C.Q. Brown Jr., a former top commander of American air forces in the Middle East,
said in an interview. “And sometimes our partners don’t always do things we would expect.”

Short of halting all weapons sales, critics say the United States could pressure the Saudis by curtailing its assistance to the
air war. Hundreds of American aviation mechanics and other specialists, working under Defense Department contracts,
keep the Saudi F-15 fleet in the air. In 2017, Boeing signed a $480 million contract for service repairs to the fleet.

But after the departure of Mr. Mattis, who resigned last week, the Defense Department will be helmed by Patrick M.
Shanahan, an arms industry insider. Mr. Shanahan, the acting defense secretary as of Jan 1., spent more than three
decades at Boeing, the F-15 manufacturer which has earned further billions from lucrative service contracts in Saudi
Arabia.

Pentagon officials said that in his current job as deputy defense secretary, Mr. Shanahan had recused himself from
decisions involving Boeing.

Daniel L. Byman, a professor at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service, said that a more robust policy toward
Saudi airstrikes would not just be good for Yemeni civilians — it would also help the Saudis.

“This war has been a strategic disaster for the Saudis,” he said. The airstrikes have shown no sign of defeating the Houthis,
and the Houthis’ foreign ally, Iran, has gained from Saudi Arabia’s clumsy prosecution of the war.

“The United States needs to use its power to promote peace and stability in Yemen,” Mr. Byman said. “And it needs to
protect its allies from themselves.”

 On the Front Line of the Saudi War in Yemen: Child Soldiers From Darfur (New York Times)
NY Times
By David Kirkpatrick
December 28, 2018
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The civil war in Darfur robbed Hager Shomo Ahmed of almost any hope. Raiders
had stolen his family’s cattle, and a dozen years of bloodshed had left his parents
destitute.

Then, around the end of 2016, Saudi Arabia offered a lifeline: The kingdom would pay as much as $10,000 if Hager joined
its forces fighting 1,200 miles away in Yemen.

Hager, 14 at the time, could not find Yemen on a map, and his mother was appalled. He had survived one horrific civil war
— how could his parents toss him into another? But the family overruled her.

“Families know that the only way their lives will change is if their sons join the war and bring them back money,” Hager
said in an interview last week in the capital, Khartoum, a few days after his 16th birthday.

The United Nations has called the war in Yemen the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. An intermittent blockade by the
Saudis and their partners in the United Arab Emirates has pushed as many as 12 million people to the brink of starvation,
killing some 85,000 children, according to aid groups.

Led by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the Saudis say they are battling to rescue Yemen from a hostile faction
backed by Iran. But to do it, the Saudis have used their vast oil wealth to outsource the war, mainly by hiring what
Sudanese soldiers say are tens of thousands of desperate survivors of the conflict in Darfur to fight, many of them children.

At any time for nearly four years as many as 14,000 Sudanese militiamen have been fighting in Yemen in tandem with the
local militia aligned with the Saudis, according to several Sudanese fighters who have returned and Sudanese lawmakers
who are attempting to track it. Hundreds, at least, have died there.

Almost all the Sudanese fighters appear to come from the battle-scarred and impoverished region of Darfur, where some
300,000 people were killed and 1.2 million displaced during a dozen years of conflict over diminishing arable land and
other scarce resources.

Most belong to the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, a tribal militia previously known as the Janjaweed. They were
blamed for the systematic rape of women and girls, indiscriminate killing and other war crimes during Darfur’s conflict,
and veterans involved in those horrors are now leading their deployment to Yemen — albeit in a more formal and
structured campaign.

Some families are so eager for the money that they bribe militia officers to let their sons go fight. Many are ages 14 to 17. In
interviews, five fighters who have returned from Yemen and another about to depart said that children made up at least 20
percent of their units. Two said children were more than 40 percent.

To keep a safe distance from the battle lines, their Saudi or Emirati overseers commanded the Sudanese fighters almost
exclusively by remote control, directing them to attack or retreat through radio headsets and GPS systems provided to the
Sudanese officers in charge of each unit, the fighters all said.

“The Saudis told us what to do through the telephones and devices,” said Mohamed Suleiman al-Fadil, a 28-year-old
member of the Bani Hussein tribe who returned from Yemen at the end of last year. “They never fought with us.”

“The Saudis would give us a phone call and then pull back,” agreed Ahmed, 25, a member of the Awlad Zeid tribe who
fought near Hudaydah this year and who did not want his full name published for fear of government retaliation. “They
treat the Sudanese like their firewood.”

A few thousand Emiratis are based around the port of Aden. But the rest of the coalition the Saudis and Emiratis have
assembled is united mainly by dependence on their financial aid.

The Pakistani military, despite a parliamentary vote blocking its participation, has quietly dispatched 1,000 soldiers to
bolster Saudi forces inside the kingdom. Jordan has deployed jets and military advisers. Both governments rely heavily on
aid from the Gulf monarchies. (A report by a United Nations panel suggested Eritrea may have sent about 400 troops as
well.)

But in Sudan, which has played a far larger role, the Saudi money appears to flow directly to the fighters — or mercenaries,
as critics call them. It benefits the economy only indirectly.

“People are desperate. They are fighting in Yemen because they know that in Sudan they don’t have a future,” said Hafiz
Ismail Mohamed, a former banker, economic consultant and critic of the government. “We are exporting soldiers to fight
like they are a commodity we are exchanging for foreign currency.”



A spokesman for the Saudi-led military coalition said in a statement that it was fighting to restore the internationally
recognized government of Yemen and that coalition forces upheld all international humanitarian and human rights laws,
including “abstaining from child recruitment.”

“The allegations that there are children among the ranks of the Sudanese forces are fictitious and unfounded,” the
spokesman, Turki al-Malki, said in the statement. Saudi officials said their soldiers have also died in Yemen, but declined
to disclose how many.

The Sudanese ground troops unquestionably have made it easier for the Saudis and Emiratis to extend the war. The
Sudanese have insulated the Saudis and Emiratis from the casualties that might test the patience of families at home.

The Sudanese are sometimes deployed to defend the flanks of the Yemeni militiamen who spearhead attacks. But the
Sudanese fighters insist they are also the main barrier against the Saudis’ Yemeni foes, the Houthis.

“Without us, the Houthis would take all of Saudi Arabia, including Mecca,” Mr. Fadil said.

Ambassador Babikir Elsiddig Elamin, a spokesman for Sudan’s Foreign Ministry, declined to comment on troop levels,
casualties or paychecks in Yemen. He said that Sudan was fighting “in the interest of regional peace and stability.”

“Other than that,” he added, “we don’t have any national interest in Yemen.”

Sudan’s defense minister threatened last May to withdraw from the conflict, pointedly announcing that Khartoum was
“reassessing” participation in light of Sudan’s “stability and interests.” Diplomats called the statement a veiled demand
that Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates provide more financial assistance.

They did not, and the Sudanese economy teetered.

Khartoum backed down. The flow of fighters continued.

But President Omar al-Bashir of Sudan has gained valuable allies, easing his international isolation after years as a virtual
pariah.

The United States has designated Mr. Bashir’s government a state sponsor of terrorism for more than two decades. The
International Criminal Court has issued warrants for his arrest, charging him with directing the Darfur war crimes.

Until recently, the Saudis and Emirates kept their distance, suspicious of Mr. Bashir’s roots in political Islam and relations
with Iran and Qatar, both Saudi rivals.

The war in Yemen, however, has enabled Mr. Bashir to win at least diplomatic support from its Gulf leaders, and he has
thanked the Saudis and Emiratis for pressing Washington to upgrade relations.

The Saudi payments to the soldiers have become increasingly significant to Sudan, where inflation has hit 70 percent and
even in the capital residents line up for bread, fuel and bank withdrawals. At least nine people have been killed this month
by security forces.

Darfur has furnished mercenaries to other conflicts as well.

Rebel groups who fought the Janjaweed have turned up fighting in Libya for the anti-Islamist Gen. Khalifa Hifter,
according to the findings of a United Nations panel and other reports.

But far more have fought in Yemen.

The five fighters who had returned from Yemen and two brothers of fighters who died there all gave similar accounts.
Sudanese jets departed Khartoum or Nyala, Darfur, carrying 2,000 to 3,000 soldiers at a time to Saudi Arabia.

They were delivered to camps inside the kingdom, where some said they saw as many as 8,000 Sudanese gathered.

The Saudis issued them uniforms and weapons, which the Sudanese fighters believed were American made. Then Saudi
officers provided two to four weeks of training, mainly in assembling and cleaning their guns.

Finally, they were divided into units of 500 to 750 fighters, they said. Then they traveled over land to Yemen, to battles in
the Midi Desert, the Khalid ibn Walid camp in Taiz, or around Aden and Hudaydah.

All said they fought only for money. They were paid in Saudi riyals, the equivalent of about $480 a month for a 14-year-old



novice to about $530 a month for an experienced Janjaweed officer. They received an additional $185 to $285 for any
month they saw combat — every month for some.

Their payments were deposited directly into the Faisal Islamic Bank of Sudan, partly owned by Saudis. At the end of a six-
month rotation, each fighter also received a one-time payment of at least 700,000 Sudanese pounds — roughly $10,000 at
the current official exchange rate.

By comparison, a Sudanese doctor working overtime at multiple jobs might earn the equivalent of $500 a month, said Mr.
Mohamed, the economic consultant.

Abdul Raheem, a 32-year-old member of the Rezeigat tribe whose full name was withheld to prevent reprisals, said that
last year his family paid a local militia leader a bribe worth $1,360 so an older brother could go to Yemen as an officer.

The brother, Abdul Rahman, died in combat in February 2018. “Life is like that,” Abdul Raheem said, stone-faced.

Abdul Rahman’s wife and three children received the equivalent of $35,000 in Sudanese pounds, although banking
restrictions have hindered access to it.

Some Sudanese officers had told the soldiers explicitly, “Don’t fight harder than the money is worth, don’t fight more than
you are paid for,” recalled Ahmed, of the Awlad Zeid tribe.

All the fighters complained of Houthi rockets and mines, and they recounted casualty levels ranging from 135 in Mr.
Fadil’s unit to about 200 in Ahmed’s. When they returned they bought livestock, a Korean-made pickup truck or a small
grocery store.

Hager, who went to Yemen at 14 and returned in November 2017, wore a matching khaki shirt and pants to an interview in
Khartoum. His cheeks were clean. His mustache was just beginning.

His unit lost 20 men during their overland journey to a camp near Aden, where they lost 22 more in a first battle and 35 in
a second — 180 after six months.

He had been terrified every day, he said, hunching forward in his seat when he talked about combat. But his Sudanese
officers let him call his parents from time to time, and now they are happy. Besides a house, he bought the family 10 cattle.

[back to contents]

Israel and Palestine

 Israeli Forces Admitted to Killing Downed Palestinian Assailant, but Incident Was Never Probed
(Haaretz)

By Yotam Berger and Jack Khoury
December 23, 2018

[On October 14, 2015, a 19-year-old Palestinian from Hebron went to Jerusalem’s
Old City to stab border policemen. He wore clothing that resembled a uniform,
and when he saw that the policemen had spotted him, he ran toward them, knife
in hand.

The border policemen shot him once, hitting his leg. He fell to the ground, but the knife was still in his hand. The
policemen fired again, hitting him in the head. Basel Ragheb Sidr was pronounced dead on the spot.

The police in Jerusalem investigated the incident, including by questioning the three policemen who shot Sidr. One said he
fired from 7 meters after Sidr was already on the ground. Another said he fired a second bullet because he saw Sidr move
his head. The third said, “We confirmed the kill.”

Despite that blunt admission, and the policemen’s acknowledgment that he and his colleagues continued shooting after
Sidr was wounded on the ground, the Justice Ministry department that investigates police misconduct twice refused to
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investigate the incident.

The department, known by its Hebrew acronym Mahash, said there wasn’t even a suspicion that the shooting “exceeded
the bounds of reasonability,” because the policemen felt their lives and the lives of others around them were threatened.

The police said they regretted Haaretz’s attempt to impugn the functioning of policemen who “neutralized an armed
terrorist” during a period rife with terror attacks, including many at that very spot.

What follows is testimony by the three border policemen to the Jerusalem police.

The commander of the Border Police force at Damascus Gate, R., gave his testimony about half an hour after the incident
(Haaretz has all the policemen’s full names). He said he and M., another policeman, spotted Sidr about 45 meters away. M.
told Sidr to “come here,” but as he approached, M. saw that he had a knife. M. shouted “terrorist” and fired a sponge-
tipped bullet.

“The terrorist began fleeing down the steps to Damascus Gate,” R. said. “We pulled out our guns and began shooting at
him.”

He said they used live bullets because Sidr, whose knife was still in hand, now posed a threat to the policemen and civilians
around Damascus Gate, where he was headed.

“I yelled at him in Hebrew, ‘Stop, police!’ He didn’t stop,” R. said. “I fired one bullet at him. He fell down on the plaza by
the gate. I was 7 meters from him.”

Six border policemen from R.’s force then surrounded Sidr from one side, with another group of border policemen on the
other. Nevertheless, R.’s men continued shooting.

“He was still moving, with the knife in his hand,” R. said. “I fired another bullet at his head to neutralize the threat.” Two
other policemen, A. and T., also fired, R. said.

Asked by a police investigator whether the assailant had tried to stab anyone, R. said no. “But if we hadn’t reacted, there’s
no doubt he’d have stabbed us,” R. added.

A.’s story was similar. He said that when he heard M. yell “terrorist” and saw Sidr begin running knife in hand, he fired
twice at Sidr’s upper body. Sidr was wounded and fell down, but was still holding the knife, A. said.

“I saw the terrorist trying to get up,” he added. “The policeman next to me, R., shot the terrorist – I think another two
bullets – and confirmed the kill.”

Asked by the investigator when the shooting stopped, A. said that after Sidr “was neutralized, I yelled at the policemen
standing at the gate, ‘Don’t shoot, don’t shoot, the terrorist is neutralized,’ so they wouldn’t start shooting in our
direction.”

M., the one who first spotted Sidr’s knife, said he was about 4 meters away when he saw Sidr pull the weapon out. He
described it as a “black fold-up knife.”

M. yelled to alert the others and opened fire. He and the others then pursued Sidr, firing in a “precise, selective” manner as
they went, until they saw Sidr fall down, M. added.

But as they drew nearer to the wounded man, M. saw Sidr moving his head. So he “fired another bullet or two to neutralize
him definitively.”

At least 27 bullets

This testimony came to light by chance due to a complaint filed by the Yesh Din organization a month later, on November
15, 2015, on behalf of a Palestinian passerby wounded in the leg by police fire during the incident.

Mahash refused to open an investigation into that complaint, and the prosecution rejected Yesh Din’s appeal. It said the
policemen had been justified in shooting at Sidr, there was no evidence that they fired negligently, and the fact that a
passerby was hit by a ricochet or stray bullet was merely a regrettable accident.

But during the appeal process, Yesh Din’s attorney, Sophia Brodsky of Michael Sfard’s law office, saw A.’s testimony that
he “confirmed the kill” and pointed it out to Mahash.



Still, Mahash refused to open an investigation.

After years of back and forth with Yesh Din on the issue, Mahash delivered its final decision last month: It still sees no
grounds for opening an investigation.

Yesh Din’s executive director, Lior Amihai, compared this incident to the case of soldier Elor Azaria, who was imprisoned
for killing an assailant who was already wounded on the ground. But there are two significant differences.

First, Sidr was killed during the heat of the incident, not, as with Azaria, several minutes after the incident, when other
soldiers were merely standing around. Second, one policeman did say he saw Sidr try to get up, though another only saw
him “move his head.”

Sidr’s father, Bassem, consented to having a demand made for an investigation into the incident, but said it could not be in
his name and that he did not want to be in touch.

He said he was frustrated by the refusal to investigate his son’s death and added that an autopsy of his son performed in
Hebron found that he was hit by at least 27 bullets. But Haaretz has not seen any documentation confirming this claim.

Bassem Sidr said an investigation would not bring his son back to life, but might prevent similar incidents in the future.

“Even if he really intended to commit an attack, after they shot him the first time, he was no longer dangerous, so there
was no reason to shoot him in this way and execute him,” the elder Sidr said. “We know that besides my son there have
been other cases of confirming the kill, but nobody has stood trial.”

He also said his family “is still being persecuted, and every so often they come and search our house in Hebron. I and the
rest of my family are barred from traveling.”

Mahash said that based on its review of the evidence, the policemen felt that they and the people around them were in
danger, and therefore they were justified in shooting.

“Mahash isn’t authorized to investigate if it hasn’t uncovered any suspicion that policemen committed a criminal offense,”
it added.

The police said: “As has been proved time after time in recent years, policemen from the Israel Police and the Border
Police have acted and will continue to act against terror and terrorists professionally, resolutely and fearlessly, and
neutralize any threat or immediate danger.”

 'Red Lines Were Crossed': Palestinian Factions in Gaza Warn Israel After Protesters Killed (Haaretz)

By Jack Khoury
December 23, 2018

The Palestinian factions in Gaza issued a joint statement on Sunday accusing
Israel of "crossing red lines" by killing protesters along the border fence last
Friday.

According to the statement, the fact that the protesters were killed while standing between 300 and 600 meters from the
border "proves that snipers deliberately targeted protesters."

The Gaza Health Ministry said on Friday that four protesters were killed by Israeli forces.

"What happened on Friday is nothing but a crime and crossed the red lines," the statement added, "and when it comes to
Palestinian blood – money, electricity or water will not deter the factions from doing what they are tasked with."

The "enemy's" actions on the ground next Friday will determine whether the Palestinians will deliver a "harsh response."

On Saturday, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas accused Israel of transferring funds to Hamas and Gaza, resulting in
violent terror attacks orchestrated by the group and targeting the West Bank.

Speaking in the beginning of a meeting of the Palestinian leadership in Ramallah, Abbas claimed that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is transferring the money himself, "and we are paying the price."

Abbas also announced that elections will be held for the Palestinian Legislative Council within six months.
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 IDF Strikes Hamas Post Following Rocket Fire (The Jerusalem Post)

By Anna Ahronheim
December 29,2018

An IDF combat helicopter struck a Hamas position in the southern Gaza Strip after
a mortar was launched from the coastal enclave toward the South late Friday
night, the military said.

The Red Alert incoming rocket system was not activated as the projectile landed in an open area, causing no damage or
injuries.

The mortar round was the first since the first to be launched from the Strip since intense fighting in November which saw
hundreds of rockets fired toward southern Israel, killing one man and causing damage to property in several communities.

The launch came several hours after Karam Fayyad, 26, from Khan Younis was killed by IDF fire during the 40th week of
border protests.

Another six people, including a journalist, a paramedic and a minor were wounded during the protests which saw some
4,000 Palestinians take part despite the stormy weather. Protesters threw rocks and explosive devices at troops, who
responded with riot dispersal means, including live fire.

Earlier on Friday, several balloons attached to an explosive device were found in the yard of a kindergarten in the Sdot
Negev Regional Council community of Kfar Maimon. Another balloon with an explosive device was found in the
community of Moshav Zru’a later on Friday.

The balloons were the first after a lull of several weeks.

On Thursday, the Head of Coordination and Liaison Administration in Gaza, Col. Iyad Sarhan, urged Gazans to stay away
from protests and posted on Facebook that the IDF will not tolerate any violation of Israel’s sovereignty.

“How do you want to spend your Friday? With members of your family, or at the violence on the fence?” Sarhan wrote.

“The IDF will not tolerate attempts to sabotage the fence or violations of Israel’s sovereignty! We too want a Friday
without casualties among you, but this depends on you and you alone. Keep your distance from the fence area, in so doing
you will keep yourselves safe.”

Last week, four Palestinians were killed by IDF fire during the protests dubbed the March of Return.

Palestinians have been protesting along the Gaza border fence for the past nine months, calling for an end of the 12-year-
long Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip. According to the Palestinian Center for Human Rights, 255 Palestinians have died
in clashes with IDF troops during the protests along the border fence, including 35 minors, one woman, two journalists
and three paramedics. Another 25,000 have been wounded.
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 Saudi and US resistance delays UN resolution on Yemen ceasefire (The Guardian) By Patrick
Wintour
December 20, 2018

Saudi Arabian and US resistance has forced the UK to delay plans to table a UN
security council resolution on Yemen, raising the prospect a UN-appointed
general will fly to the Red Sea port of Hodeidah without a mandate to enforce a
fragile ceasefire.

The US is demanding that the draft resolution contains reference to Iran’s role in arming the rebel Houthis, a proposal
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that has led to Russian threats to veto it.

Saudi Arabia is meanwhile insisting the draft contains no reference to an independent investigation into breaches of
international humanitarian law during the three-year civil war, so protecting its pilots from UN investigations into the
deliberate targeting of civilians.

Negotiations over the resolution reached an impasse on Wednesday, but the UK is pressing all sides to compromise by
focusing the resolution on an endorsement of the ceasefire deal struck by the Iranian-backed Houthis and the Saudi-
backed, UN-recognised government in talks last week in Stockholm.

A retired Dutch general, Patrick Cammaert, is on his way to Hodeidah to oversee a two-stage withdrawal of all troops from
Hodeidah, but without the legal mandate of a UN resolution, is largely powerless.

The Yemeni government has warned that if a UN mandate is not agreed immediately the ceasefire is in danger of collapse
and it will resume its assault. Both Houthis and the Yemen government have each agreed three nominees to sit on a joint
monitoring committee that is due to meet under Gen Cammaert for the first time on Saturday.

Aid agencies at the UN are “extremely worried that without a resolution to lock in Stockholm agreements and call for
further action to address the humanitarian situation, the fragile progress is at risk”.

Edwin Samuel, the UK government spokesman for the Middle East and North Africa, said: “We expect our allies and our
partners in the security council to exercise restraint when using the right of veto. There is certainly intensive consultation
between us and all members, especially the permanent members.”

At US insistence the draft resolution “condemns ballistic missile and unmanned aerial vehicle attacks by the Houthis
against neighbouring countries” stressing that “such attacks constitute a threat to regional security”. It further condemns
“the supply from Iran and other actors of weapons and associated material on contravention of the arms embargo.”

Russia feels the passage is imbalanced in singling out Iran since it makes no mention of the western supply of arms to
Saudi Arabia. The resolution also calls for a “transparent credible and timely investigation into alleged violations of
international criminal law and those found responsible to be held accountable”. Saudi Arabia is insisting that no details
are specified about the nature of this inquiry since it fears a UN-led inquiry will lead to Saudi military facing charges of
war crimes.

Kuwait was on Thursday pressing for the resolution to be downgraded to a presidential statement and confined to a very
tight endorsement of the outcome of the Stockholm talks.

A previous British attempt to pass a UN resolution on Yemen in November had to be shelved following US and Saudi
objections over the wording.

The UK foreign secretary, Jeremy Hunt, speaking to MPs on Wednesday, was pressed by his Labour shadow, Emily
Thornberry, to set out whether the resolution set out penalties for ceasefire breaches, but he said if either side broke the
ceasefire they would face “the full wrath of the UN”.

Cammaert is due to provide weekly reports to the UN on the ceasefire’s status, and any breaches.

Hunt admitted that the ceasefire introduced on Tuesday around the port city of Hodeidah was very fragile and and even
though “there was light at the end of the tunnel, Yemen was still very much in the tunnel”.

He said he believed that a further round of peace talks would recommence in January, at which the Houthi-backed forces
would show they were prepared to be minority members in a government of national unity.

 On the Front Line of the Saudi War in Yemen: Child Soldiers From Darfur (The New York Times)
By David D. Kirkpatrick
December 28, 2018

The civil war in Darfur robbed Hager Shomo Ahmed of almost any hope. Raiders
had stolen his family’s cattle, and a dozen years of bloodshed had left his parents
destitute.

Then, around the end of 2016, Saudi Arabia offered a lifeline: The kingdom would pay as much as $10,000 if Hager joined
its forces fighting 1,200 miles away in Yemen.

Hager, 14 at the time, could not find Yemen on a map, and his mother was appalled. He had survived one horrific civil war
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— how could his parents toss him into another? But the family overruled her.

“Families know that the only way their lives will change is if their sons join the war and bring them back money,” Hager
said in an interview last week in the capital, Khartoum, a few days after his 16th birthday.

The United Nations has called the war in Yemen the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. An intermittent blockade by the
Saudis and their partners in the United Arab Emirates has pushed as many as 12 million people to the brink of starvation,
killing some 85,000 children, according to aid groups.

Led by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the Saudis say they are battling to rescue Yemen from a hostile faction
backed by Iran. But to do it, the Saudis have used their vast oil wealth to outsource the war, mainly by hiring what
Sudanese soldiers say are tens of thousands of desperate survivors of the conflict in Darfur to fight, many of them children.

At any time for nearly four years as many as 14,000 Sudanese militiamen have been fighting in Yemen in tandem with the
local militia aligned with the Saudis, according to several Sudanese fighters who have returned and Sudanese lawmakers
who are attempting to track it. Hundreds, at least, have died there.

Almost all the Sudanese fighters appear to come from the battle-scarred and impoverished region of Darfur, where some
300,000 people were killed and 1.2 million displaced during a dozen years of conflict over diminishing arable land and
other scarce resources.

Most belong to the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, a tribal militia previously known as the Janjaweed. They were
blamed for the systematic rape of women and girls, indiscriminate killing and other war crimes during Darfur’s conflict,
and veterans involved in those horrors are now leading their deployment to Yemen — albeit in a more formal and
structured campaign.

Some families are so eager for the money that they bribe militia officers to let their sons go fight. Many are ages 14 to 17. In
interviews, five fighters who have returned from Yemen and another about to depart said that children made up at least 20
percent of their units. Two said children were more than 40 percent.

To keep a safe distance from the battle lines, their Saudi or Emirati overseers commanded the Sudanese fighters almost
exclusively by remote control, directing them to attack or retreat through radio headsets and GPS systems provided to the
Sudanese officers in charge of each unit, the fighters all said.

“The Saudis told us what to do through the telephones and devices,” said Mohamed Suleiman al-Fadil, a 28-year-old
member of the Bani Hussein tribe who returned from Yemen at the end of last year. “They never fought with us.”

“The Saudis would give us a phone call and then pull back,” agreed Ahmed, 25, a member of the Awlad Zeid tribe who
fought near Hudaydah this year and who did not want his full name published for fear of government retaliation. “They
treat the Sudanese like their firewood.”

A few thousand Emiratis are based around the port of Aden. But the rest of the coalition the Saudis and Emiratis have
assembled is united mainly by dependence on their financial aid.

The Pakistani military, despite a parliamentary vote blocking its participation, has quietly dispatched 1,000 soldiers to
bolster Saudi forces inside the kingdom. Jordan has deployed jets and military advisers. Both governments rely heavily on
aid from the Gulf monarchies. (A report by a United Nations panel suggested Eritrea may have sent about 400 troops as
well.)

But in Sudan, which has played a far larger role, the Saudi money appears to flow directly to the fighters — or mercenaries,
as critics call them. It benefits the economy only indirectly.

“People are desperate. They are fighting in Yemen because they know that in Sudan they don’t have a future,” said Hafiz
Ismail Mohamed, a former banker, economic consultant and critic of the government. “We are exporting soldiers to fight
like they are a commodity we are exchanging for foreign currency.”

A spokesman for the Saudi-led military coalition said in a statement that it was fighting to restore the internationally
recognized government of Yemen and that coalition forces upheld all international humanitarian and human rights laws,
including “abstaining from child recruitment.”

“The allegations that there are children among the ranks of the Sudanese forces are fictitious and unfounded,” the
spokesman, Turki al-Malki, said in the statement. Saudi officials said their soldiers have also died in Yemen, but declined
to disclose how many.



The Sudanese ground troops unquestionably have made it easier for the Saudis and Emiratis to extend the war. The
Sudanese have insulated the Saudis and Emiratis from the casualties that might test the patience of families at home.

The Sudanese are sometimes deployed to defend the flanks of the Yemeni militiamen who spearhead attacks. But the
Sudanese fighters insist they are also the main barrier against the Saudis’ Yemeni foes, the Houthis.

“Without us, the Houthis would take all of Saudi Arabia, including Mecca,” Mr. Fadil said.

Ambassador Babikir Elsiddig Elamin, a spokesman for Sudan’s Foreign Ministry, declined to comment on troop levels,
casualties or paychecks in Yemen. He said that Sudan was fighting “in the interest of regional peace and stability.”

“Other than that,” he added, “we don’t have any national interest in Yemen.”

Sudan’s defense minister threatened last May to withdraw from the conflict, pointedly announcing that Khartoum was
“reassessing” participation in light of Sudan’s “stability and interests.” Diplomats called the statement a veiled demand
that Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates provide more financial assistance.

They did not, and the Sudanese economy teetered.

Khartoum backed down. The flow of fighters continued.

But President Omar al-Bashir of Sudan has gained valuable allies, easing his international isolation after years as a virtual
pariah.

The United States has designated Mr. Bashir’s government a state sponsor of terrorism for more than two decades. The
International Criminal Court has issued warrants for his arrest, charging him with directing the Darfur war crimes.

Until recently, the Saudis and Emirates kept their distance, suspicious of Mr. Bashir’s roots in political Islam and relations
with Iran and Qatar, both Saudi rivals.

The war in Yemen, however, has enabled Mr. Bashir to win at least diplomatic support from its Gulf leaders, and he has
thanked the Saudis and Emiratis for pressing Washington to upgrade relations.

The Saudi payments to the soldiers have become increasingly significant to Sudan, where inflation has hit 70 percent and
even in the capital residents line up for bread, fuel and bank withdrawals. At least nine people have been killed this month
by security forces.

Darfur has furnished mercenaries to other conflicts as well.

Rebel groups who fought the Janjaweed have turned up fighting in Libya for the anti-Islamist Gen. Khalifa Hifter,
according to the findings of a United Nations panel and other reports.

But far more have fought in Yemen.

The five fighters who had returned from Yemen and two brothers of fighters who died there all gave similar accounts.
Sudanese jets departed Khartoum or Nyala, Darfur, carrying 2,000 to 3,000 soldiers at a time to Saudi Arabia.

They were delivered to camps inside the kingdom, where some said they saw as many as 8,000 Sudanese gathered.

The Saudis issued them uniforms and weapons, which the Sudanese fighters believed were American made. Then Saudi
officers provided two to four weeks of training, mainly in assembling and cleaning their guns.

Finally, they were divided into units of 500 to 750 fighters, they said. Then they traveled over land to Yemen, to battles in
the Midi Desert, the Khalid ibn Walid camp in Taiz, or around Aden and Hudaydah.

All said they fought only for money. They were paid in Saudi riyals, the equivalent of about $480 a month for a 14-year-old
novice to about $530 a month for an experienced Janjaweed officer. They received an additional $185 to $285 for any
month they saw combat — every month for some.

Their payments were deposited directly into the Faisal Islamic Bank of Sudan, partly owned by Saudis. At the end of a six-
month rotation, each fighter also received a one-time payment of at least 700,000 Sudanese pounds — roughly $10,000 at
the current official exchange rate.

By comparison, a Sudanese doctor working overtime at multiple jobs might earn the equivalent of $500 a month, said Mr.



Mohamed, the economic consultant.

Abdul Raheem, a 32-year-old member of the Rezeigat tribe whose full name was withheld to prevent reprisals, said that
last year his family paid a local militia leader a bribe worth $1,360 so an older brother could go to Yemen as an officer.

The brother, Abdul Rahman, died in combat in February 2018. “Life is like that,” Abdul Raheem said, stone-faced.

Abdul Rahman’s wife and three children received the equivalent of $35,000 in Sudanese pounds, although banking
restrictions have hindered access to it.

Some Sudanese officers had told the soldiers explicitly, “Don’t fight harder than the money is worth, don’t fight more than
you are paid for,” recalled Ahmed, of the Awlad Zeid tribe.

All the fighters complained of Houthi rockets and mines, and they recounted casualty levels ranging from 135 in Mr.
Fadil’s unit to about 200 in Ahmed’s. When they returned they bought livestock, a Korean-made pickup truck or a small
grocery store.

Hager, who went to Yemen at 14 and returned in November 2017, wore a matching khaki shirt and pants to an interview in
Khartoum. His cheeks were clean. His mustache was just beginning.

His unit lost 20 men during their overland journey to a camp near Aden, where they lost 22 more in a first battle and 35 in
a second — 180 after six months.

He had been terrified every day, he said, hunching forward in his seat when he talked about combat. But his Sudanese
officers let him call his parents from time to time, and now they are happy. Besides a house, he bought the family 10 cattle.
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 Death toll rises to 43 in bombing, firefight in Afghanistan (Star Tribune)

By Sayed Salahuddin
December 25, 2018

The death toll from an attack Monday on two government office buildings by
heavily armed men rose to 43 people, public health ministry officials said
Tuesday.

Scores of government workers were trapped inside their offices in a densely populated area of the Afghan capital during a
10-hour firefight, punctuated by a series of blasts, and government troops did not manage to kill the last assailant until
just before dawn Tuesday.

"The toll may go up as we are still evacuating casualties," public health ministry spokesman Waheed Majroh said. Scores of
people were wounded in the attack.

Majroh said most of the victims were employees of the Ministry of Public Works and the ministry for martyrs and disabled
people, which provides services to thousands of war veterans and others affected by conflict. Among the dead were 11
women who worked in those facilities.

No armed group has claimed responsibility for the attack, the first major violent assault in the capital since last month,
when a terrorist bomber killed more than 50 people who had gathered in a hotel to celebrate the birthday of the prophet
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Mohammed. Taliban insurgents denied any involvement in the Monday attack.

"What is the justification for targeting civilian offices and killing people who are helping the disabled and martyrs'
families?" shouted a man named Shamsullah, who lives near that ministry. "This is very barbaric."

The attack began with a car bomb outside one ministry. Then, a group of gunmen burst into both buildings and roamed
among the offices, trapping more than 350 employees.

"They breached the armored door with rocket," Abdul Jalil, a survivor, told ToloNews TV. "I was hiding in the balcony.
Two men entered our office. One told the other to bring a lighter, and they set the office on fire." Television images showed
burned offices with broken computers, and a child-care center in one ministry reportedly came under fire.

"Attackers appeared from downstairs and were shooting at anyone they saw," Abdul Aziz, a survivor with a bullet wound in
his shoulder, told ToloNews.

Interior Ministry spokesman Najib Danesh said government troops had to act with caution to avoid risking the lives of
those trapped or living near the buildings. All roads leading to the area were blocked through Tuesday morning.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan strongly condemned the attack, saying it had caused "untold
human suffering to Afghan families ... there is no justification whatsoever for such attacks."

Although the Taliban denied any involvement in the attack, the government's chief executive, Abdullah Abdullah, blamed
the group.

"The Taliban crime syndicate must know that with every attack they carry out against our people, our resolve is further
strengthened to eliminate them," Abdullah tweeted.

The Taliban has been participating in the early stages of peace talks with U.S. officials and other foreign representatives,
although the group has refused to meet directly with Afghan officials.

But it has also continued an aggressive campaign of ground attacks across the country.

The attack came just days after President Donald Trump said he was considering pulling out as many as half of the 14,000
U.S. troops serving in Afghanistan. The news stunned the Afghan government, and experts said it could undermine peace
talks.

The possibility of thousands of U.S. troops leaving has sown confusion and panic in the Kabul government, although aides
to President Ashraf Ghani have tried to play down its significance, saying Afghan forces are capable of defending the
country.

 Nonprofit pushes new appeal for Army lieutenant convicted of war crimes murders (Army Times)

By Todd South
December 27, 2018

A nonprofit dedicated to ensuring that troops charged with war crimes get treated
fairly by the military justice system is helping push a new appeal for Army 1st Lt.
Clint Lorance, who is serving a 19-year sentence on Afghanistan murder charges.

United American Patriots is also closely involved in supporting former Army Green Beret Maj. Mathew Golsteyn, who was
recently charged with murder in a separate Afghanistan incident that has gained the attention of President Donald Trump.

UAP CEO David Gurfein, a retired Marine Corps lieutenant colonel, said that the group reviews those cases in which
they’re asked to assist, but they limit their support to war crimes cases in which their board sees indications that the
accused might not be getting the due process they’re entitled.

Gurfein said his group sees more instances in which defendants are falling victim to military prosecutors who work in a
somewhat closed system that’s hard to hold accountable.

“They deserve to at least have the benefit of the doubt and have the best possible legal defense in their case,” Gurfein said.
“Our job is to come in to be bold and audacious, or at least support those who can come into the system that way.”

The group began supporting Lorance during his initial appeals. And it was in contact with Golsteyn’s attorney, Phillip
Stackhouse, before his recent charges.
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Golsteyn was first investigated a year after the alleged 2010 incident, during which his unit captured an alleged Taliban
bomb-maker, detained him, but then took him off base and shot and buried him before moving the remains later that
night to a burn pit.

The initial investigation resulted in administrative recommendations but no criminal charges. A new investigation was
launched years later as Golsteyn remained in a sort of military limbo awaiting discharge. He was finally charged with
murder in the incident earlier this month.

Lorance was sentenced to 19 years in prison after being convicted of one count of murder and two counts of attempted
murder in connection with the shooting of three Afghan men during his time as a platoon leader on a combat deployment
with 4th Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment in July 2012.

UAP and other supporters claim that Lorance was following the rules of engagement during a patrol in which the three
man approached the unit on a motorcycle and, seeing a potential threat, he ordered his soldiers to fire on the men.

But others, including Lorance’s own soldiers, testified that the lieutenant was overzealous and out of control and had spent
his few days in command tormenting local Afghans and issuing death threats.

Failing in the original appeals with the Army, Lorance’s new attorneys, paid for by UAP, have filed a case in federal court
asking that the convictions and sentence be reversed and dismissed, alleging prosecutorial misconduct, ineffective
assistance of counsel, insufficient facts and other items.

The judge in that case has set Jan. 18 as a deadline for the Army’s response to Lorance’s claims.

A key part of that argument came from research that UAP says shows the Army knew the Afghan men killed during the
patrol were not civilians but identified bomb-makers, and that separate reports show an attack was imminent against
Lorance’s unit.

Gurfein also said that public comments by senior judge advocate general leadership during Lorance’s appeal adversely
influenced his appeal, and that Lorance was likely the victim of a tense political environment at the time of the patrol
incident.

A status of forces agreement between the United States and Afghanistan was a hotly contested point at the time of the
2012 patrol, as the legal penalties for U.S. and coalition troops were not yet clear following the major withdrawal and
decrease of coalition combat operations.

At the same time, officials were dealing with the Kandahar massacre, in which then-Army Staff Sgt. Robert Bales shot and
killed 16 Afghan civilians in two separate lone-shooter attacks on villages near Camp Belambai.

This happened three months before Lorance’s patrol.

UAP formed in 2005 in response to what its founder and members saw as unfair treatment of Marines accused of killing
dozens of Iraqi civilians in Haditha, Iraq. At the time, Rep. John Murtha, D-Penn., said the Marines had “overreacted” and
“killed innocent civilians in cold blood.”

Of eight Marines charged, only one stood trial, and he was convicted of a single count of negligent dereliction of duty. All
other charges resulted in either dismissal or acquittal.

UAP operates entirely off of donations, Gurfein told Military Times. He emphasized that while they have raised millions to
support the select cases they accept, the average donation is $39.

In addition to Golsteyn and Lorance, UAP also is providing support to Navy Special Warfare Operator Chief Edward
Gallagher, who recently faced an Article 32 hearing in connection with allegations the SEAL allegedly stabbed to death an
alleged ISIS fighter in Iraq in May 2017.

And the group is supporting four other SEALs in a separate incident: Lt. Jason Webb, Special Warfare Operator 1st Class
Daniel D'Ambrosio Jr. and Special Operator Chief Petty Officers Xavier Silva and David Swarts.

The four faced a court-martial for charges of abusing prisoners at Village Stability Platform Kalach in Uruzgan Province,
Afghanistan in May 2012.

 CIA oversees grisly war crimes in Afghanistan (Asia Times)
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January 1, 2019

As debate in the US regarding the never-ending mission in Afghanistan is revived
with calls from US President Donald Trump to draw down troop numbers, a
horrifying view into US-backed operations there was printed Monday on the front
page of The New York Times.

The Central Intelligence Agency, the Times reported, is overseeing an Afghan strike force operating under none of the
constraints to which conventional Afghan or US troops are beholden.

Officials say the tactics are prompting more Afghanis to side with the Taliban, the group that the US has tried keep out of
power since the initial invasion in 2001.

The first three paragraphs of the article describe war crimes committed by the CIA-backed forces:

“Razo Khan woke up suddenly to the sight of assault rifles pointed at his face, and demands that he get out of bed and onto
the floor.

“Within minutes, the armed raiders had separated the men from the women and children. Then the shooting started.

“As Mr Khan was driven away for questioning, he watched his home go up in flames. Within were the bodies of two of his
brothers and of his sister-in-law Khanzari, who was shot three times in the head. Villagers who rushed to the home found
the burned body of her three-year-old daughter, Marina, in a corner of a torched bedroom.”

Trump’s call for drawing down troop numbers in Afghanistan has prompted some libertarians on the conservative side
and some traditionally dovish liberals to make an appeal for reason amid widespread criticisms.

Democratic congressman Ro Khanna wrote in The Washington Post recently of why Trump’s decision is correct and
provided some data to prove that – even if you agree with the goal of reducing the Taliban’s influence – increased US
efforts in Afghanistan are only strengthening the group.

Khanna writes:

“In the case of Afghanistan, Trump announced that we will be reducing our troop level by 7,000. This is, fortunately, a
reversal of his deployment of 3,000 troops there in September 2017. His instincts as a candidate of ending the war and
bringing our troops home were spot-on.

“We have spent more money in Afghanistan than we did in the Marshall Plan and continue to spend more than $40 billion
each year. Our military approach has not worked. After the 2008 surge, the Taliban now exerts influence or maintains
control over 70 percent of Afghan territory instead of just 40 percent.”
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 Japan’s assistance for the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (Open Development)
December 31, 2018

On 28 December 2018, the Government of Japan disbursed an amount of USD1.2
million as its 2018 Fiscal Year contribution to the United Nations component of
the ECCC budget.

The Government of Japan decided to make this contribution to continue to support the judicial process of the Khmer
Rouge tribunal. Japan notes the recent progress of the ECCC especially the Judgement by the Trial Chamber of Case
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002/02 while encouraging the ECCC to proceed with the remaining cases in a fair, efficient, and expeditious manner,
given the advanced age and frail health of the persons accused and in order to achieve the long overdue justice for the
people of Cambodia.

 Students witness KR history (The Phnom Penh Post)

January 2, 2019

Seventeen first-year Phnom Penh law students witnessed history recently as the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) became the first
international tribunal to rule that the atrocities committed under the Khmer
Rouge amounted to genocide.

The tribunal sentenced Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan, former leaders of the ultra-Maoist regime, to life imprisonment
for genocide and crimes against humanity carried out between 1977 and 1979.

The English Law Programme students at the Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) had attended the ECCC for
private group visits.

“It was a very unique opportunity for these students to visit the court,” said Nathan Chan, one of the students’ lecturers
who arranged the visits.

“First, as future lawyers, they can take advantage of having in their own backyard, one of the few criminal courts in the
world that have ever existed to prosecute those responsible for mass atrocities."

“But more importantly, for these students personally, they have the opportunity to learn about the horrors of the Khmer
Rouge regime, which happened more than two decades before they were born,” he said.

The students – who study in the university’s English Language Based Bachelor of Law (ELBBL) programme were
welcomed by the ECCC’s Public Affairs Section, which coordinates these free visits to educate the public about the court’s
work.

Each visit lasted about 90 minutes and consisted of a briefing on the purpose and history of the court and the cases,
followed by discussions led by representatives from the co-prosecutor and defence teams.

“Many in the older generations avoid talking about their traumatic experiences, so this is a great way for these students to
learn how their own parents, grandparents, and other elderly relatives, likely suffered during that time."

“The students have learned the fundamentals of legal systems and the law recently in my class,” added Chan, who is
teaching the first-term ‘intro to law’ course called Legal Method and Reasoning.

“So the visit provided a real-life example of concepts such as the ‘beyond a reasonable doubt’ standard that applies to the
criminal defendants, as well as the respective roles of the prosecutors, defence lawyers, and judges within the civil law
legal system of Cambodia,” he said.

Thirty-eight ELBBL students (ranging from the first to third year) also attended the public hearing on November 16, when
the Trial Chamber provided a summary of its judgment in Case 002/02 against Chea and Samphan.

The students witnessed history as the Court became the first international tribunal to decide that what happened from
1975 to 1979 was in fact genocide against the Cham and Vietnamese minorities in Cambodia.

“It was great [for us] to be able to see a case that is an important part of our country’s history,” said one of the students,
Kimhuor.

Another student, Thavanny, said: “We learned a lot more details about what happened during the Khmer Rouge. Before
this, we only knew generally what had happened.”

Based on the positive feedback of the students, Chan hopes to make private visits like November’s more regularly in the
future – at least every year with each new ELBBL entrance class, if not more often.

“It is too invaluable an opportunity to pass up. I plan to continue setting up these visits as long as the court continues to do
its work,” he said.

[back to contents]
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Bangladesh International Crimes Tribunal

 Rizvi accuses several AL men of having links to war crimes (Dhaka Tribune)

By Md Nahian
December 23, 2018

The senior BNP leader was speaking at a press briefing at BNP's Naya Paltan
headquarters on Sunday.

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi has accused 23 Awami League members and their families of
having links to war crimes that were carried out during the Liberation War of 1971.

He made the claim while addressing the media during a press briefing at BNP's Naya Paltan headquarters on Sunday.

He further claimed: “People who were involved with war crimes later got involved with the Awami League and are now
continuing politics with the ruling party.”.

“The ruling party’s activists are continuously attacking our leaders and activists nationwide, ahead of the election,” he
added.

Rizvi further went on to claim: “The government is using social media to spread fake news against former president Ziaur
Rahman’s family members. They are also still filling false cases against our party members.”

The senior BNP leader also demanded the immediate release of all arrested BNP leaders and activists.

 Bangladesh Election A Referendum On Awami League's War Crime Trials Promise (Outlook India)

By Probir Pramanik
December 24, 2018

Despite international outcry over the fairness of the trials, there is strong
domestic support for the judicial process to ensure justice for millions of people
impacted during the nine-month-long 1971 war of liberation.

Bangladesh’s general elections on December 30 is widely seen as a referendum on the ruling Awami League’s promise to
put on trial and punish all those accused of war crimes during the country’s liberation war against Pakistan in 1971.

Despite international outcry over the fairness of the trials, there is strong domestic support for the judicial process to
ensure justice for millions of people impacted during the nine-month-long war.

The Sheikh Hasina government had set up the war crimes tribunal to look into atrocities committed by Pakistani forces
and local collaborators during the war, during which the government says three million people were killed, 200,000
women raped and 10 million people displaced.

The government blames the Jammat-e-Islami party—the largest Islamist party in the country--for the crimes. The Jammat
was against independence but denies having committed the atrocities.

Senior journalist and Bangladesh-watcher Subir Bhaumik says the war crimes have divided the country and re-opened old
wounds. “After coming to power with a big mandate, the Awami League was under pressure to fulfill its election manifesto
and start the war crime trials as it was popular demand of a large section of people in Bangladesh.

“The movement was spearheaded by strong passionate Bengali secular nationalists—the 1971 Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul
Committee (Committee to exterminate the killers and collaborators), bloggers and the 2013 Shahbag protests.”

The 2013 Shahbag protests originated in a central Dhaka neighbourhood but spread to other parts of Bangladesh, as
people rallied for capital punishment to the war criminals sentenced to life imprisonment, and others convicted by the
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International Crimes Tribunal set up by Hasina.

The 1971 war is a reference point and the war crime trails, have, in a huge way, polarised the society in Bangladesh on
political lines—pro-liberation and anti-liberation, says Bhaumik.

“In the 2014 polls, the Awami League won the elections uncontested—the BNP and its allies had boycotted the election—
but the December 30 polls will be a referendum of sorts on the war crime trials.

“Both the sides are passionate. Whether the people of Bangladesh will endorse the war crime trials apart from Hasina’s
development thrust riding on a robust economy will be clear next week,” Bhaumik says.

Shahriar Kabir, convener of the Nirmul Committee, however, says that the trials should not be seen as political vendetta by
parties as alleged by many foreign observers.

“The war crime trials are a vindication of the spirit of 1971, without which the very existence of Bangladesh will be called to
question. Bangladesh has survived as Bangladesh and it cannot be another Bengali Pakistan,” he says.

According to Bhaumik, the war crime trials are seen by many hardline pro-liberation elements as the continuance of the
“unfinished liberation struggle”.

The opposition Bangladesh National Party (BNP), however, questions the validity of the trials. “The war crime trials are a
huge conspiracy to decimate the political opposition in the country. The trials are also flawed and leaves behind many
unanswered questions,” says BNP joint general secretary Ruhul Kabir Rizvi.

Critics of the International Crimes Tribunal established by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 2010, say it fails to follow
international standards, fairness and transparency, and panders to a desire for revenge against the opposition.

During the verdicts and the executions carried out between March 2013 and September 2016, Jammat leaders staged
protests that led to violent clashes between Islamists and security forces, leading to some 500 deaths. Since its inception
on March 25, 2010, the tribunals have until now delivered judgments in 35 cases against 85 war criminals, including 54
who were sentenced to death, says Tureen Afroz, prosecutor, War Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh.

Following the verdicts of the trials at the tribunals, the Supreme Court of Bangladesh has so far disposed of the appeals of
seven war criminals, she says.

Until now six opposition leaders, including five top Jammat party leaders have been executed for war crimes since the war
crimes tribunal set up in 2010.

The Awami League defends the trials, saying they are necessary to heal the wounds of the conflict and bring the guilty to
book.

“The war crime trials were the demands of the Bengali nation and we have only tried to fulfill our electoral pledge,” says
Awami League general secretary Obaidul Quader.

In 2016, former Bangladesh foreign minister Dipu Moni had said the war crime trials were aimed at ending the culture of
impunity that had come to stay during the long years of military rule and the BNP-Jammat government.

The global body, Human Rights Watch, says the trials do not meet international standards while the United States too
called for the process to be fair and transparent.

However, on June 20 last year, the International Criminal Court (ICC) president Justice Silvia Alejandra Fernández de
Gurmendi expressed satisfaction over the trials, according to a press release of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh.

 ICT finalises report against 2 Habiganj war crimes accused (The Independent)
January 2, 2019

The investigation agency of the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) yesterday
(Tuesday) finalised its report against two alleged war criminals, including Madhu
Miah Talukder of Baniachang upazila in Habiganj. Madhu, 66, the incumbent
chairman of Muradpur union parishad under Baniachang Police Station, used to
head a group of Razakars in 1971, chief coordinator of probe body Muhammad
Abdul Hannan Khan said.

“We launched the probe against the duo on April 26, 2018, and concluded today. We have brought five allegations
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including genocide, murder and abduction against them. Madhu is now in jail after getting arrested on May 23, 2018,”
Khan told newsmen at a press briefing held at its Dhanmandi office yesterday morning.

However, the investigation officials refrained themselves from revealing the identity of other accused as he is yet to be
arrested.

Madhu and his family members were the supporters of Muslim League.

Madhu formed a group of Razakars and named it after him during the War of Liberation. After the independence, he went
into hiding and later on he returned his village in 1976 and later joined BNP. Now, he is the president of Muradpur union
unit of BNP,” probe body senior coordinator Sanaul Haque said.

[back to contents]

War Crimes Investigation in Burma

 EU adds 7 military and border guard police officials responsible for human rights violations to sanctions
list (EU News)
December 21, 2018

The Council added 7 individuals to the list of those subject to restrictive measures
in light of the situation in Myanmar/Burma. These sanctions consist of an asset
freeze and a travel ban.

The individuals subject to sanctions are part of the Myanmar army (Tatmadaw) and the border guard police. They are
listed for serious human rights violations committed against the Rohingya population, ethnic minority villagers or
civilians. These sanctions follow the findings of the independent international fact-finding mission of the UN Human
Rights Council and of other reports which concluded that gross human rights violations were committed in Rakhine,
Kachin, and Shan States. This brings the total number of persons subject to sanctions for serious human rights violations
in Myanmar/Burma to 14.

As stated in its conclusions of 10 December 2018, the Council calls upon the government of Myanmar/Burma to take,
without further delay, meaningful action and to make progress in all areas of concern set out in its previous conclusions of
26 February 2018. In particular, the Council invites Myanmar/Burma to address the issues of accountability, access for the
UN and humanitarian agencies to Rakhine, Kachin, and Shan States, and to create conditions for voluntary, safe and
dignified return of displaced persons to their places of origin.

On 26 April 2018, the Council extended and strengthened the EU embargo on Myanmar/Burma on arms and equipment
that can be used for internal repression. It also adopted a framework for targeted measures against officials responsible for
serious human rights violations and prohibited the provision of military training to and military cooperation with the
Myanmar/Burma army. On 25 June 2018, the Council adopted sanctions against 7 senior military, border guard and
police officials responsible for or associated with serious human rights violations against the Rohingya population.

The legal acts adopted today, including the names of the individuals concerned by the sanctions, are published in the
Official Journal of 21 December 2018.

The decision was adopted by written procedure.

 Myanmar Military Declares Four-Month Cease-fire in Shan, Kachin Conflict Zones (Radio Free Asia)
By Win Ko Ko Latt, Wai Mar Tun, and Kyaw Thu 
December 21, 2018

The Myanmar military on Friday declared a unilateral four-month cease-fire in
Kachin and Shan states, the northern and eastern regions of the country that
have been under military conflict for much of the country’s 70 years of
independence from Britain.
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The move is the first truce ever initiated by the powerful military, known as the Tatmadaw, and is aimed at breathing life
into a shaky peace process by enticing separatist ethnic armies to join talks with the central government, a key policy goal
of national leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

“The Tatmadaw will cease all military operations in each command from Dec. 21 to April 30,” in order to allow
negotiations with ethnic armed groups, according to the statement issued by the Office of the Commander-in-Chief on
Friday, after military chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing met the Myanmar Press Council.

The order covers conflict zones in Kachin and Shan states, where decades of conflict have displaced tens of thousands of
residents.

But it excludes the western state of Rakhine, where an army crackdown in 2017 forced more than 725,000 persecuted
Rohingya Muslims into Bangladesh and where the military has been engaged in fighting the Rakhine Buddhist Arakan
Army (AA).

During the unilateral cease-fire period, the National Reconciliation and Peace Center (NRPC) will hold peace negotiations
with the ethnic armies in their respective areas, with cease-fire-related issues on the agenda.

“I see the military’s move as a generous approach to peace,” Intunkha Naw San, a lower house member of the national
parliament for Myitkyina, the capital of Kachin state, told RFA’s Myanmar Service. “It is very good.”

“As local people in conflict areas have been suffering for a long time, they will welcome the military’s statement,” said
Khun Maung Thaung, a lawmaker who represents Shan state's Pinlaung constituency and chair's the lower house's Ethnic
Affairs and Internal Peace Implementation Committee. “We hope the peace process will get smoother than before because
of the government army’s attitude in this statement.”

Cautious welcome in north

The truce received a cautious welcome from the ethnic armed groups, many of which have long called for the military to
take such a step and resisted the army’s demands that they lay down their weapons first.

“Most groups in southern Shan state are NCA groups,” said Khun Myint Tun, chairman of the Pa-O National Liberation
Organization (PNLO), referring to the 10 ethnic rebel organizations, including the PNLO, that have signed the
government's nationwide cease-fire accord of October 2015.

Now, military released a ceasefire statement for the north and we welcome it,” he said.

Several other ethnic armed groups have held out from signing the NCA, while some have expressed interest in talks.

“We welcome the military’s statement as a good step, but we see it is still difficult to have peace. It means the military will
halt fighting in some places, but will keep fighting in the other places,” said Ta Phone Kyaw, general secretary of the
Taaung National Liberation Army (TNLA), one of the ethnic armed groups that has been fighting the government military
in Shan state and has not signed the NCA.

“We still have a lot to discuss. The statement also said the military will talk with ethnic armed groups, and we want to talk
with it as soon as possible,” he added.

“We now know the government army’s attitude, and we welcome it. It is a very good step for the peace process,” said
Hkalam Sam Sun, general secretary of the Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC). The organization has helped civilians
displaced by fighting between the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and Myanmar forces since hostilities resumed in June
2011 following the breakdown of a 17-year bilateral peace accord.

“If government troops are truly withdrawn instead of just releasing a statement, we will see a brighter way to peace,” he
added, noting that the Kachins want to discuss the return to their villages of internally displaced persons scattered across
the region be recent rounds of fighting.

Rakhines excluded and wary

Ethnic Rakhine leaders, whose armed group remains outside the peace process and was excluded from Friday’s declared
cease-fire, remain wary about the army’s intentions, suggesting the Tatmadaw was making a tactical move while it faced
international criticism for the Rohingya crisis and fights on numerous fronts.

“It is hard to say the military is stepping back,” said Tun Zaw, general secretary of the Arakan National Council (ANC).



“When we have international pressure and more fighting not only in the north, but also in the west, it might be difficult for
the government army to conduct military operations on all fronts,” he told RFA.

“It is as if the military is trying to reduce the fighting fronts during this period,” Tun Zaw said.

Myanmar government spokesman Zaw Htay noted that the AA is now fighting the national army, and that “the Rakhine
situation is very complicated, and we all have to be very careful.”

“Rakhine ethnics also should think about it. They said they want equality and self-determination. If so, they have to move
forward by way of the NCA,” he said, referring to the peace process.

The cease-fire was announced on the same day that European Union said it will slap asset freezes and travel bans on seven
more army and border police officials "for serious human rights violations committed against the Rohingya population,
ethnic minority villagers, or civilians."

The latest move brings to 14 the total number of people in Myanmar under EU sanctions for abuses stemming from the
violent crackdown in August 2017 on Rohingya Muslims by security forces.

A previous crackdown in northern Rakhine in October 2016 forced out more than 90,000 Rohingya.

An extensive report issued in September by United Nations investigators detailed violence by Myanmar security forces and
called for the prosecution of top military commanders on genocide charges at the International Criminal Court or by
another criminal tribunal.

 UN Members Thwart China’s Bid to Gut Funds for Myanmar Probe Evidence-Gathering into Grave
International Crimes will Proceed (Human Rights Watch)
By Louis Charbonneau
December 24, 2018

United Nations member countries thwarted an attempt by China to slash
proposed funding for investigations into Myanmar’s ethnic cleansing campaign
against Rohingya Muslims. This ensures that a newly established UN body will
have the necessary financing to gather and preserve criminal evidence for future
trials.

After marathon negotiations – during which China called for cutting the proposed budget in half – the UN General
Assembly’s budget committee approved without a vote some US$28 million for investigations in Myanmar, only slightly
less than the proposed US$29 million budget.

In September, the UN Human Rights Council voted to establish an international body to help prepare evidence for future
criminal proceedings. A UN fact-finding mission reported earlier this year that Myanmar security forces committed war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide against ethnic Rohingya in Rakhine State. The report also examined abuses
by the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army and by government forces and ethnic armed groups in Shan and Kachin States.

The UN Security Council, where China holds a veto, has been largely passive on the Rohingya crisis. It has held a handful
of meetings and adopted several statements, though Beijing has vigorously opposed putting pressure on Myanmar with
targeted sanctions or other measures. Unlike the Security Council, no country has a veto in the General Assembly so China
was unable to block the push by the European Union, United States, Canada, Switzerland, and Kuwait on behalf of the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to end debate and approve funding for the investigation.

In recent years, the General Assembly’s budget committee has become one of the UN’s biggest human rights
battlegrounds. China and Russia have led an assault on funding for human rights posts in peacekeeping and political
missions, targeting for defunding virtually every UN post with the words “human rights” in the job description.

China and Russia seem intent on destroying the UN’s human rights pillar post by post. UN member states, regional
organizations like the OIC, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, and senior UN officials need to remain vigilant and
use their authority to thwart them every step of the way. Otherwise the UN’s ability to protect and promote human rights
and expose abuses could become a thing of the past.

 SA vote in support of UN resolution on human rights in Myanmar part of 'new approach' – Sisulu (News
24)

By Pelane Phakgadi
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December 25, 2018

International Relations and Cooperation Minister Lindiwe Sisulu said South
Africa's vote in support of the passing of the resolution on the human rights
situation in Myanmar on Saturday in the UN General Assembly was a
demonstration of a new dawn in South African foreign policy and a return to its
founding principles of standing against human rights violations.

Myanmar has been at the centre of violence targeting Rohingya Muslims, the harsh treatment of ethnic minorities, an
about-face on press freedom and crackdowns on civic groups.

Sisulu said that South Africa's support for the resolution was in line with its new way of approaching resolutions in all
multilateral bodies.

"All resolutions on country-specific situations will be assessed with different stakeholders involved," Sisulu said.

The minister is also expected to hold a seminar with diplomats early in 2019 to discuss the UN Security Council (UNSC)
programme and South Africa's obligations within the UN system.

"2019 is an exciting year for South Africa as we take our non-permanent seat in the UNSC for the next two years," Sisulu
added.

The minister said that Africa and the SADC region remained a strategic foreign policy priority for South Africa as stability
in the SADC region and the continent was the cornerstone of socio-economic development in the country and the
continent.

Sisulu said that South Africa would continue to highlight the plight of the people of Palestine and Western Sahara, and
support all efforts for total liberation of the people.

[back to contents]

AMERICAS

North & Central America

 Canada judge refuses to ease former Guantanamo detainee's bail conditions (France 24) December 21,
2018

A Canadian judge on Friday denied former Guantanamo detainee Omar Khadr's
request to ease his bail conditions while he appeals US war crimes convictions.

Justice June Ross said the current restrictions on his travel and communications with an older sister who has spoken
openly in support of Al-Qaeda are reasonable, according to Canadian media.

Khadr, 32, has been living in his native Canada since 2015 when he was repatriated as part of a US deal for a guilty plea,
which he has since recanted, saying he just wanted out of Guantanamo.

He sought relief from his bail conditions in order to eventually perform the hajj -- a Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi
Arabia -- as well as permission to speak freely with his controversial sister, Zaynab.

Zaynab Khadr was investigated a decade ago for terrorist links, but was never charged.

She now reportedly lives in Georgia, making supervised visits with her under his current bail conditions impossible.

Omar Khadr became the youngest prisoner at the US facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba following his capture in
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Afghanistan in 2002.

He was sentenced in 2010 to eight years plus time served for murdering a US soldier with a grenade, attempted murder,
conspiracy, providing material support for terrorism and spying, but was later sent home to serve the remainder of his
sentence.

He said outside an Edmonton, Alberta courtroom last week that he had not expected his US appeal against his conviction
to take this long.

"My sentence initially should have ended this past October, but here I am," he told reporters on December 13.

Khadr's father, a financier for Al-Qaeda who was killed in a clash with Pakistani troops in 2003, had taken his son to
Afghanistan as a child.

His lawyers fought for several years to have his status as a minor at the time of the attack recognized. Canada's Supreme
Court finally agreed one week before his conditional release in 2015.

In Canada, Khadr married and was accepted into a nursing program, but says his legal woes -- including a civil suit
brought by the widow of the special forces soldier he was convicted of killing -- sidelined his studies.

A Canadian government payout of Can$10 million (US$7.5 million) payout to him last year, to settle a lawsuit for having
violated his rights, provoked outrage.

 Arms Sales to Saudis Leave American Fingerprints on Yemen’s Carnage (New York Times) By Declan
Walsh and Eric Schmitt
December 25, 2018

When a Saudi F-15 warplane takes off from King Khalid air base in southern Saudi
Arabia for a bombing run over Yemen, it is not just the plane and the bombs that
are American.

American mechanics service the jet and carry out repairs on the ground. American technicians upgrade the targeting
software and other classified technology, which Saudis are not allowed to touch. The pilot has likely been trained by the
United States Air Force.

And at a flight operations room in the capital, Riyadh, Saudi commanders sit near American military officials who provide
intelligence and tactical advice, mainly aimed at stopping the Saudis from killing Yemeni civilians.

American fingerprints are all over the air war in Yemen, where errant strikes by the Saudi-led coalition have killed more
than 4,600 civilians, according to a monitoring group. In Washington, that toll has stoked impassioned debate about the
pitfalls of America’s alliance with Saudi Arabia under Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who relies on American
support to keep his warplanes in the air.

Saudi Arabia entered the war in 2015, allying with the United Arab Emirates and a smattering of Yemeni factions with the
goal of ousting the Iran-allied Houthi rebels from northern Yemen. Three years on, they have made little progress. At least
60,000 Yemenis have died in the war, and the country stands on the brink of a calamitous famine.

For American officials, the stalled war has become a strategic and moral quagmire. It has upended the assumptions behind
the decades-old policy of selling powerful weapons to a wealthy ally that, until recently, rarely used them. It has raised
questions about complicity in possible war crimes. And the civilian toll has posed a troubling dilemma: how to support
Saudi allies while keeping the war’s excesses at arm’s length.

In interviews, 10 current and former United States officials portrayed a troubled and fractious American response to
regular reports of civilians killed in coalition airstrikes.

The Pentagon and State Department have denied knowing whether American bombs were used in the war’s most
notorious airstrikes, which have struck weddings, mosques and funerals. However, a former senior State Department
official said that the United States had access to records of every airstrike over Yemen since the early days of the war,
including the warplane and munitions used.

At the same time, American efforts to advise the Saudis on how to protect civilians often came to naught. The Saudis
whitewashed an American-sponsored initiative to investigate errant airstrikes and often ignored a voluminous no-strike
list.
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“In the end, we concluded that they were just not willing to listen,” said Tom Malinowski, a former assistant secretary of
state and an incoming member of Congress from New Jersey. “They were given specific coordinates of targets that should
not be struck and they continued to strike them. That struck me as a willful disregard of advice they were getting.”

Yet American military support for the airstrikes continued.

While American officials often protested civilian deaths in public, two presidents ultimately stood by the Saudis. President
Obama gave the war his qualified approval to assuage Saudi anger over his Iran nuclear deal. President Trump embraced
Prince Mohammed and bragged of multibillion-dollar arms deals with the Saudis.

As bombs fell on Yemen, the United States continued to train the Royal Saudi Air Force. In 2017, the United States
military announced a $750 million program focused on how to carry out airstrikes, including avoiding civilian casualties.
The same year, Congress authorized the sale of more than $510 million in precision-guided munitions to Saudi Arabia,
which had been suspended by the Obama administration in protest of civilian casualties.

Nearly 100 American military personnel are advising or assisting the coalition war effort, although fewer than 35 are based
in Saudi Arabia.

American support for the war met stiff headwinds this fall, when congressional fury over the murder of the Saudi dissident
Jamal Khashoggi combined with worries over civilian deaths in Yemen.

In response, the Trump administration ended American air-to-air refueling of coalition warplanes over Yemen in
November but has otherwise continued to support the war. This month, the Senate voted to end American military
assistance to the war altogether, a sharp rebuke to the Trump administration, but the bill died when the House refused to
consider it.

The civilian toll is still rising. According to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, November was the most
violent month in Yemen since the group began tracking casualties in January 2016. There were 3,058 war-related fatalities
in November, it said, including 80 civilians killed in airstrikes.

‘Expensive Paperweights’

For decades, the United States sold tens of billions of dollars in arms to Saudi Arabia on an unspoken premise: that they
would rarely be used.

The Saudis amassed the world’s third-largest fleet of F-15 jets, after the United States and Israel, but their pilots almost
never saw action. They shot down two Iranian jets over the Persian Gulf in 1984, two Iraqi warplanes during the 1991 gulf
war and they conducted a handful of bombing raids along the border with Yemen in 2009.

The United States had similar expectations for its arms sales to other Persian Gulf countries.

“There was a belief that these countries wouldn’t end up using this equipment, and we were just selling them expensive
paperweights,” said Andrew Miller, a former State Department official now with the Project on Middle East Democracy.

Then came Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

When the prince, then the Saudi defense minister, sent fighter jets to Yemen in March 2015, Pentagon officials were
flustered to receive just 48 hours notice of the first strikes against Houthi rebels, two former senior American officials said.
American officials were persuaded by Saudi assurances the campaign would be over in weeks.

But as the weeks turned to years, and the prospect of victory receded, the Americans found themselves backing a military
campaign that was exacting a steep civilian toll, largely as a result of Saudi and Emirati airstrikes.

American military officials posted to the coalition war room in Riyadh noticed that inexperienced Saudi pilots flew at high
altitudes to avoid enemy fire, military officials said. The tactic reduced the risk to the pilots but transferred it to civilians,
who were exposed to less accurate bombings.

Coalition planners misidentified targets and their pilots struck them at the wrong time — destroying a vehicle as it passed
through a crowded bazaar, for instance, instead of waiting until it reached an open road. The coalition routinely ignored a
no-strike list — drawn up by the United States Central Command and the United Nations — of hospitals, schools and other
places where civilians gathered.

At times, coalition officers subverted their own chain of command. In one instance, a devastating strike that killed 155
people in a funeral hall was ordered by a junior officer who countermanded an order from a more senior officer, a State



Department official said.

The Americans offered help. The State Department financed an investigative body to review errant airstrikes and propose
corrective action. Pentagon lawyers trained Saudi officers in the laws of war. Military officers suggested putting gun
cameras on Saudi and Emiratis warplanes to see how strikes were being conducted. The coalition balked.

In June 2017, American officials extracted new promises of safeguards, including stricter rules of engagement and an
expansion of the no-strike list to about 33,000 targets — provisions that allowed the secretary of state, then Rex W.
Tillerson, to win support in Congress for the sale of more than $510 million in precision-guided munitions to the kingdom.

But those measures seemed to make little difference. Just over a year later, in August 2018, a coalition airstrike killed at
least 40 boys on a packed school bus in northern Yemen.

Still, American leaders insisted they need to keep helping the Saudi coalition.

America’s role in the war was “absolutely essential” to safeguard civilians, the general in charge of Central Command, Gen.
Joseph L. Votel, told a charged Senate hearing in March.

“I think this does give us the best opportunity to address these concerns,” he said.

What the U.S. Knows

In March, Prince Mohammed paid a visit to Washington, where he was feted by President Trump. As the two leaders sat in
the White House, Mr. Trump held aloft a chart with price-tagged photos of warplanes and other weapons.

“$3 billion,” Mr. Trump said, pointing to the chart. “$533 million. $525 million. That’s peanuts for you.”

The prince chuckled.

But in Congress, the mood was souring. In the March hearing, senators accused the Pentagon of being complicit in the
coalition’s errant bombing, and pressed its leaders on how directly the United States was linked to atrocities.

General Votel said the military knew little about that. The United States did not track whether the coalition jets that it
refueled carried out the airstrikes that killed civilians, he said, and did not know when they used American-made bombs.
At a briefing in Cairo in August, a senior United States official echoed that assessment.

“I would assume the Saudis have an inventory system that traces that information,” said the official, who spoke
anonymously to discuss diplomatically sensitive relations. “But that’s not information that is available to the U.S.”

But Larry Lewis, a State Department adviser on civilian harm who worked with the Saudi-led coalition from 2015 to 2017,
said that information was readily available from an early stage.

At the coalition headquarters in Riyadh, he said, American liaison officers had access to a database that detailed every
airstrike: warplane, target, munitions used and a brief description of the attack. American officials frequently emailed him
copies of a spreadsheet for his own work, he said.

The data could easily be used to pinpoint the role of American warplanes and bombs in any single strike, he said. “If the
question was “Hey, was that a U.S. munition they used?” You would know that it was,” he said.

Capt. Bill Urban, a spokesman for Central Command, did not deny the existence of the database, but said that American
officers only used coalition data to carry out their core mission: advising on civilian casualties, sharing intelligence on
Houthi threats and coordinating the midair refueling that ended in November.

“I will not speculate on how the United States could have used or compiled the information the Saudi-led coalition shared
for some other function,” he said in a statement. “That is not the mission these advisers were invited to Riyadh to perform.
That is not the way partnerships work.”

Other officials have said that collating information about use of American munitions in Yemen would be onerous and,
ultimately, pointless. “What difference would it make?” the senior United States official in Cairo said.

But legal experts say such information could be significant. Inside the State Department, there have been longstanding
worries about potential legal liability for the American role in the war. In August, the United Nations’ human rights body
determined that some coalition airstrikes were likely war crimes.



Under American law, customers of American weapons must follow the laws of armed conflict or future sales may be
blocked, said Ryan Goodman, a former Defense Department attorney who teaches law at New York University.

Mr. Lewis, who left the State Department in 2017, said that in his experience, individual Saudi officers were often
concerned or distressed by airstrikes that killed civilians but there was little institutional effort to reform the system.

The Joint Incidents Assessment Team, the body set up to investigate errant strikes, worked diligently at first, he said. But
when its findings were made public, the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs had removed any references that were critical of
coalition actions.

Asked if that was the case, the Saudi ambassador to Yemen, Mohamed Al Jaber, said, “The JIAT is an independent team,”
and he referred any questions to them.

Applying Leverage

Obfuscation and impunity continue to characterize the coalition’s airstrike campaign. The coalition rarely identifies which
country carries out an airstrike, although the vast majority are Saudi and Emirati, officials say. In July, King Salman of
Saudi Arabia issued an order lifting “all military and disciplinary penalties” for Saudi troops fighting in Yemen, an
apparent amnesty for possible war crimes.

Over the summer, as Emirati warplanes pounded the Red Sea port of Hudaydah, General Votel and the defense secretary
at the time, Jim Mattis, held at least 10 phone calls or video conferences with Saudi and Emirati leaders, urging them to
show restraint, a senior American military official and a senior Western official said.

At least one of the conferences involved Mohammed bin Zayed, the crown prince of Abu Dhabi and the effective leader of
the United Arab Emirates.

“The Saudis are decent partners,” Gen. C.Q. Brown Jr., a former top commander of American air forces in the Middle East,
said in an interview. “And sometimes our partners don’t always do things we would expect.”

Short of halting all weapons sales, critics say the United States could pressure the Saudis by curtailing its assistance to the
air war. Hundreds of American aviation mechanics and other specialists, working under Defense Department contracts,
keep the Saudi F-15 fleet in the air. In 2017, Boeing signed a $480 million contract for service repairs to the fleet.

But after the departure of Mr. Mattis, who resigned last week, the Defense Department will be helmed by Patrick M.
Shanahan, an arms industry insider. Mr. Shanahan, the acting defense secretary as of Jan 1., spent more than three
decades at Boeing, the F-15 manufacturer which has earned further billions from lucrative service contracts in Saudi
Arabia.

Pentagon officials said that in his current job as deputy defense secretary, Mr. Shanahan had recused himself from
decisions involving Boeing.

Daniel L. Byman, a professor at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service, said that a more robust policy toward
Saudi airstrikes would not just be good for Yemeni civilians — it would also help the Saudis.

“This war has been a strategic disaster for the Saudis,” he said. The airstrikes have shown no sign of defeating the Houthis,
and the Houthis’ foreign ally, Iran, has gained from Saudi Arabia’s clumsy prosecution of the war.

“The United States needs to use its power to promote peace and stability in Yemen,” Mr. Byman said. “And it needs to
protect its allies from themselves.”  

 Canadians launch petition to ban Srebrenica genocide denial (Al Jazeera) By Mersiha Gadzo
December 28, 2018

When Serbian Prime Minister Ana Brnabic stated in an interview with broadcaster
Deutsche Welle in November that the massacre in Srebrenica was not a genocide,
Bosnians weren't surprised.

The denial of the genocide began as soon as it occurred in Bosnia's UN-protected enclave in 1995, but many have
remarked that it has become increasingly mainstream in Serbian political and academic circles.

That explains why an online petition has been launched in Canada by the Institute for Research of Genocide (IRGC),
requesting the Canadian government to enact a law making Srebrenica genocide denial a punishable offence.
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If the petition is adopted, Canada would join nine other countries in Europe including Switzerland, Slovakia, Hungary,
Croatia and Macedonia in prohibiting genocide denial.

The systematic murder of over 8,000 Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims) in Srebrenica by Serb forces in July 1995 was ruled as
an act of genocide by the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Court of
Justice.

Theodor Meron, the presiding judge at the ICTY, stated in 2004 that "by seeking to eliminate a part of the Bosnian
Muslims, the Bosnian Serb forces committed a genocide."

"They targeted for extinction of the 40,000 Bosnian Muslims living in Srebrenica, a group which was emblematic of
Bosnian Muslims in general," he said.

Fourteen Serb war criminals were convicted of genocide and other crimes at the ICTY including former Military
Commander Radislav Krstic, former President of Republika Srpska Radovan Karadzic, and Bosnian Serb Military Leader
Ratko Mladic.

IRGC says Canada as well as 30 other countries have adopted legally binding resolutions. Yet, genocide denial remains
widespread among the Serb population.

"I do not think that the terrible crime, the massacre in Srebrenica, was a genocide," Brnabic said in her interview with
Deutsche Welle in response to comments that Serbia's chances of joining the European Union are slim if the country
refuses to recognise the genocide.

"It wasn't done in the name of Serbian people. Serbs cannot be collectively blamed for what happened there," Brnabic said.

Convicted war criminals glorified as heroes

According to a poll this year, 66 percent of Serbs in Republika Srpska, Bosnia's Serb-run entity, deny the genocide, while
74 percent of Serbs consider convicted war criminal Radovan Karadzic to be a hero.

Earlier in December, the chief prosecutor at the Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals (MICT) Serge
Brammertz told the UN Security Council that glorification of war criminals and denial of war crimes in former Yugoslavia
continues.

He added that judicial cooperation in war crimes cases between the countries in the region is at its lowest level in years.

"Positive steps are undermined by irresponsible comments from other officials denying what has been established beyond
reasonable doubt by the international courts, and portraying as heroes men who committed the most serious violations of
international law," Brammertz said.

Not only are convicted war criminals and war crime suspects glorified, but they continue to hold public offices in Bosnia
and Serbia.

Earlier this month, a veterans' association of the Republika Srpska army sent a request to Milorad Dodik, the newly-
elected Serb member of Bosnia's presidency, to appoint Milan Jolovic as Bosnia's minister of defence.

Jolovic was the commander of the notorious "Drina Wolves" paramilitary unit that participated in the mass killing of
Bosniaks in Srebrenica.

"We believe that Jolovic is a true patriot. He proved during the war that he will represent the interests of Republika Srpska
in the best possible way," the letter by the veterans read.

Meron, president of MICT, has expressed "deep concern" that convicted war criminals are glorified as heroes.

"The challenges are severe," Meron wrote in a 2017 pogress report to the UN Security Council.

Serbian General Vladimir Lazarevic, Bosnian Croat Dario Kordic and Bosnian Serb Momcilo Krajisnik were convicted for
"horrific crimes against humanity", yet they were given a hero's welcome upon release from prison with government
officials in attendance, the report noted.

"All three, as senior officials and commanders, participated in ethnic cleansing and campaigns harming millions and
devastating communities. The mentality that can regard those men as heroes is difficult to understand," Meron wrote.



Revisionism

Denial of facts established in the Tribunal's judgments are widespread in the education system throughout former
Yugoslavia, the report noted, where students are taught "widely different and irreconcilable versions of the recent past".

In June 2017, Dodik, then president of Republika Srpska and a vocal genocide denier, banned any teaching about the
Srebrenica genocide as well as the siege of Sarajevo, denying for the first time that Bosnian Serb forces besieged and
targeted civilians in the capital for years.

"It's impossible to use here the textbooks … which say the Serbs have committed genocide and kept Sarajevo under siege,"
Dodik was quoted as saying in local media.

"This is not correct and this will not be taught here."

Author and genocide researcher Hikmet Karcic told Al Jazeera that genocide denial was limited to specific Serbian
academic circles and lesser-known political parties. Now, it's more mainstream, he said.

"[It has also become mainstream] among certain leftist circles in the West which is consistent with their support for [ex-
Serbian president Slobodan] Milosevic in the nineties," Karcic said.

"Islamophobia today is growing and is increasingly connected with genocide denial, relativisation and in some cases even
justification."

No Serbian president has yet recognised the massacre in Srebrenica as a genocide. Even the Serb-elected mayor of
Srebrenica, Mladen Grujicic, denies it.

Death threats

Canada has already adopted two resolutions recognising the Srebrenica genocide, launched by the IRGC.

However, its Director Emir Ramic noted that the process of adopting the first resolution took five years as the
Conservative Party - under the influence of the Serbian and Russian lobby - had rejected the resolution.

Ramic's work with the institute has made him a target of death threats and verbal abuse for years by genocide deniers.

He told Al Jazeera that the threats intensified as discourse changed from denial and relativisation to glorification and
triumphalism.

However, he says it has made him all the more determined to make sure a law is enacted banning the denial of Srebrenica
genocide. If adopted, Canada would make a major contribution in the fight against genocide denial worldwide, Ramic told
Al Jazeera.

"Denying the genocide in Srebrenica is very dangerous. We need to learn from history, recognise [what happened in
Srebrenica] and call it by its real name," he said.

"Human rights are under attack worldwide," Ramic added. "Bosniaks, as the only people in Europe who survived
aggression and genocide [since the Holocaust], are exposed to unacceptable discrimination not just in the motherland, but
in the diaspora as well."

"The aggression and genocide in Bosnia have shown that … there aren't adequate mechanisms in place to protect freedom
and human rights."

The IRGC's petition will be collecting signatures until January 10. Parliamentarian Brian Masse, who sponsored the drive,
will then petition the government to reply within 45 days.

"We've seen this with Holocaust denial, we've seen this with denial for Rwanda and of course with Srebrenica," said Masse
on the necessity of a law.

"It's very hurtful for the victims and families of the survivors to continue to wrestle with something based on facts, so the
initiative will help inpreventing denial and create awareness that we will never forget."



South America

 Ecuador ‘Legalizes’ Gangs and Slashes Murder Rate (Herald-Mail Media) By Chris Kraul
December 22, 2018

A dissident rebel suspected of running drug trafficking operations in southern
Colombia and ordering the killing of three Ecuadorean journalists in April has
been tracked down and killed, Colombia’s defense ministry said.

Walter Patricio Arizala, 29, was killed Friday in an armed confrontation with army and police units in the crime-ridden
Colombian border province of Narino, according to a ministry statement.

Arizala was an 11-year veteran of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) who was among an estimated
2,000 fighters who refused to accept terms of the 2016 peace agreement with the government that ended half a century of
conflict with the nation’s largest rebel group.

He formed an armed group called the Oliver Sinisterra Front, which controlled cocaine production and trafficking in
Tumaco township, the capital of Narino province and the busiest coca growing and transit zone of drugs in Colombia,
officials said.

Arizala is alleged to have forced farmers to grow coca plants, which are the source of cocaine, and arranged shipments of
the drug to Mexican cartels. He also is thought to have headed extensive extortion and kidnapping rackets, making him
“one of the most wanted delinquents in the Ecuador-Colombia border area,” the ministry said.

But he was most notorious for allegedly ordering the killing of three Ecuadorean journalists with the Quito-based
newspaper El Comercio after they were captured during a March reporting trip to the lawless border with Colombia.

The victims, who were identified as writer Javier Ortega, photographer Paul Rivas and driver Efrain Segarra, were
investigating rising drug-fueled violence in the coastal state of Esmeraldas. Arizala, who was born in Ecuador, was
believed to have used the Ecuadorean coastline as a transshipment zone for cocaine produced in Colombia.

The killings caused a rift between the neighboring countries and resulted in Ecuador backing out of a previous agreement
to host peace talks in Quito, the capital, between Colombian government negotiators and another rebel group known by its
Spanish initials ELN.

In a statement to reporters Friday night in Bogota, Colombian President Ivan Duque said that by killing Arizala his nation
had kept a promise to Ecuadorian President Lenin Moreno to bring the former rebel to justice for the deaths of the three
journalists.

“I told the Ecuadorean people that the crime against the three journalists would not remain in impunity,” Duque said.
“This is an accomplishment by the entire country.”

In a statement issued Saturday, the Ecuadorian government said it “recognizes and appreciates” the action by Colombian
armed forces in killing Arizala.

Yadira Aguagallo, the partner of Rivas, the slain photographer, said in an emailed comment that she and the families of
the other two victims believe that justice has yet to be served and that they are awaiting explanations for why the victims
were not rescued or ransomed during 19 days in Arizala’s custody.

“It’s the position of the three families that no death is cause for celebration, that it is as painful to us that deaths are still
happening to those who attacked us as much as to our loved ones,” Aguagallo said. “We continue to demand both
countries to take action to assure that all those responsible for these crimes are punished to avoid that this crime remains
in impunity.”
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 Venezuela on track to be Latin America’s most violent country in 2018 (UPI) By Renzo Pipoli
December 28, 2018

Venezuela is expected to become Latin America's most violent country in 2018
after reports show the nation's homicide rate surpassed that of Honduras and El
Salvador, according to an organization's report.

"We will clearly become the most violent country in Latin America and the one with the most homicides worldwide,"
Roberto Briceno, director of the Venezuelan Observatory of Violence said in a report in the El Pais newspaper Friday.

This year, Venezuela has had a rate of 81.4 homicides per 100,000 people, he said.

"In 2017 we were second but this year our colleagues in Honduras told us the rate there will be about half that of
Venezuela, while in El Salvador they will be close to 60 homicides per 100,000," he added.

In 2018, Venezuela tallied 23,047 violent deaths, 10,422 of which were, without any doubt, homicides, he said.

What is more worrisome, Briceno said, is that of these deaths, 7,523 correspond to people killed "resisting authority." That
means that a third of the violent deaths in the country can be attributed to the country's security forces, he said.

Briceno said that the Venezuelan government has not only increase repression of its population but also, starting in 2015,
carried out actions that appear to indicate it has adopted a policy to exterminate criminals, rather than fight crime.

Many of the homicides occurred in the municipality of El Callao, in the state of Bolivar, which is a mining region in the
south of the country. There, the violent death index is nearly 620 per 100,000 inhabitants.

The state with the largest number of deaths is central Venezuela's Aragua, about an hour from the capital city of Caracas.
Most of the deaths there are related to "resisting authority," Briceno said.

There is also growing rural violence as criminal gangs take over highways and move from town to town to commit thefts.

Theft on highways is so prevalent, particularly in the east of the country, that "trucks go escorted, if they have cargo, and
when they are not carrying cargo they open doors to show they are empty," Briceno added.

Results of the organization's report were also published Friday by El Nacional newspaper in Venezuela. El Nacional
separately reported that on Friday there were protests in the state of Bolivar over the killings of 110 minors, allegedly by
police, in 2018.

 Columbia condemns ‘plot’ to kill president, arrests Venezuelans (AlJazeera) December 30, 2018

Colombia's foreign minister condemned an alleged plot to kill President Ivan
Duque on Saturday and said three Venezuelan citizens had been arrested in
possession of weapons.

"With immense concern and the utmost condemnation, I want to inform the international community that, in effect, for
several months, there have been intelligence probes into possible attacks against the life of the president," Carlos Holmes
Trujillo said in a video posted on the ministry's social media accounts.

He added without elaborating that three Venezuelans in possession of "weapons of war" had been arrested in connection
with such plots and appealed to Colombians to share any information they have that could affect Duque's safety, before
thanking unnamed foreign intelligence agencies for helping to protect the president.

In a separate statement, Trujillo said that the threats came from "internal and external actors."

Blu Radio, based in the Colombian capital, Bogota, reported that the Venezuelans were arrested in the northern Caribbean
cities of Valledupar and Barranquilla this month and had in their possession an assault rifle with a telescopic sight, a 9mm
mini-Uzi submachine gun, ammunition and a stun grenade.

Citing sources it did not identify, Blu said any alleged plot would have likely had the support of Colombian left-wing armed
groups, whom Duque has vowed to clamp down on.

Regional rivals
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The announcements came amid heightened tensions between the two neighbours following the mutual expulsion of
officials from both countries and the presence earlier this month of Russian long-range bombers in Venezuela.

Duque - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's harshest regional critic - has urged "countries that defend democracy" not
to recognise Maduro's government, which he calls a "dictatorship".

Colombia is one of seven countries that have presented an unprecedented petition to the International Criminal Court
(ICC) in September to investigate Maduro for crimes against humanity.

It is the first time ICC member countries have asked for a probe into a fellow member. The investigation was initially
proposed by Argentina, Colombia, Chile, Paraguay and Peru, with Canada and France later adding their support.

Maduro, who has not commented publicly on the arrests, will begin his second six-year term on January 10 after winning a
controversial election in May, which was slammed as illegitimate by political opponents, the European Union, the United
States and the majority of Latin America.

He has previously accused Colombia, the US and the incoming government of Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil of plotting a coup in
Venezuela and seeking to assassinate him, he has also called Duque a "devil who hates Venezuela".

In September, the New York Times reported that Trump administration officials had held secret meetings with Venezuelan
military officers to discuss plans to overthrow Maduro. Trump had said that month that "all options are on the table" for
dealing with Maduro.

Duque's government, however, has refused to back a military intervention in Venezuela, with which it shares a 2,220km
border.

Colombia is the main destination for Venezuelan migrants and refugees, having accepted more than one million people
fleeing food and medicine shortages and a spiralling economic crisis.

According to the United Nations, about 2.3 million people have left Venezuela since the crisis began in 2015.
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Truth and Reconciliation Commission

 Thunder Bay Public Library moves to 'decolonize' after 2 reports critical of racism in city (CBC) By Cathy
Alex
December 20, 2018

The Thunder Bay Public Library (TBPL) announced it has started taking action to
decolonize, and has partnered with the Anishinabek Employment and Training
Services to begin the "process of unlearning the settler colonial culture."

In response to two highly-critical reports from the Office of the Independent Police Review Director (OIPRD) and the
Ontario Civilian Police Commission (OCPC) highlighting the systemic racism that exists within the Thunder Bay Police
Service (TBPS) and its civilian oversight board, the library is reaffirming "it's commitment to anti-racism and
decolonization" by standing "in solidarity with the Indigenous people of Thunder Bay".

It is establishing an Indigenous Knowledge Centre at each branch, as well as Community Hub with an elder in residence at
the Waverly Library.

"Thunder Bay Public Library (TBPL) recognizes, accepts and acknowledges that racism exists in Thunder Bay and at

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/library-decolonization-tbay-1.4952424
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/library-decolonization-tbay-1.4952424


TBPL," CEO and chief librarian John Pateman stated in a written release Tuesday. "Racism is the problem and only a
strong anti-racism response is the answer."

In response to the findings detailed in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's (TRC) Call to Action and the
recommendations made after the inquest into the deaths of seven First Nations youth, in the spring of 2017 the TBPL
board approved an action plan to support the "advancement of initiatives in decolonization, anti-racism, reconciliation
and relationship building with Indigenous peoples."

In June 2018, representatives from 11 major organizations in Thunder Bay, including the library, committed to addressing
racism by setting short and long-term goals to meet the TRC calls to action, develop and maintain respectful relations with
Indigenous governments, organizations and individuals and report on these goals, annually, beginning in June 2019.

"Racism is based on power and access to resources," Pateman added. "It divides us and it is unacceptable."

He said the library has also made the recent OIPRD report titled, Broken Trust - Indigenous People and the Thunder Bay
Police Service, available online and in each location.

"We also commit to examining the report to determine if there are any recommendations contained therein that require
action by the library."

 Hakeem demands Truth, Reconciliation Commission to fix responsibility on perpetrating blood bath in
Kashmir since 2008 (Kashmir News Service) December 22, 2018

Former Minister and Chairman PDF Hakeem Yaseen has demanded for
Constitution of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission to fix responsibility on
perpetrating blood bath and mayhem in Kashmir especially since 2008. He has
also expressed his grief and sorrow over the killings of several precious human
lives during a gun battle in Noorpora Tral in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district
today.

Speaking to a public gathering in Khansahiib Budgam today Hakeem Yaseen while expressing grief over the continuous
loss of precious human lives in ongoing violence in the state especially in Kashmir said that stopping of this ongoing
bloodshed and mayhem was the first priority and core issue at present. He said though resolution of Kashmir issue was
imperative to end ongoing violence in Kashmir but constitution of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission was also
necessary to fix responsibility on those who are responsible for using the prevailing situation to satiate their greed and
power Lust. “Undoubtedly there are black sheep both in political circles and security agencies who use violence in Kashmir
for their vested interests who need to be unmasked and held responsible for the bloodshed and mayhem in Kashmir since
2008 through a Truth and Reconciliation Commission,” Hakeem Yaseen demanded. He said “enough is enough, how long
bloodbath of innocents in Kashmir will continue?, it must end now.

PDF Chairman also vouched for a serious thought to the 4-point formula for resolution of vexed Kashmir problem adding
that there are some possibilities in this Formula to hammer out an amicable solution to the Kashmir issue which is
lingering on since 1947 and has been the main cause of conflict and violence in the sub-continent. (KNS)

 Call to incorporate torture, sexual violence in definition of conflict survivors (The Himalayan Times)
December 22, 2018

A national gathering of women affected by the decade-long armed conflict in the
country concluded recently by issuing a 12-point Kathmandu Declaration which
calls for prompt response to complaints pointing that survivors have been denied
justice.

The two-day gathering organised by Women for Human Rights (WHR), Single Women Group on December 19-20
underlined the need to incorporate war-time cases of torture and sexual violence within the definition of conflict survivors.

The declaration seeks an immediate response to the issues of those women bearing effects of conflict even after the signing
of Comprehensive Peace Accord, and guarantee of justice and compensation to the survivors.

Likewise, it calls for reinstatement of the Commission of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons and the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission to establish justice in an effective way. The tenure of both transitional justice mechanisms
has already come to an end.

Demand has been made to empower WHR as a common organisation of conflict affected women of all classes in terms of
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resources and technology, and omission of words ‘disarmed’ and ‘armed’ giving ambiguous meanings from the draft bill to
amend the definition of conflict victims.

Other demands included in the declaration are collection of data about conflict affected women and men separately in
upcoming census, respect to sentiments of women facing sexual violence and rape during the war who are yet to break the
silence, and acceleration of work to construct a peace memorial monument in honour of the forced disappeared persons.

Similarly, they have demanded identification of the survivors of rape, torture and sexual violence; interim relief packages,
medical treatment, legal assistance and psycho-social counselling to them so as to create an atmosphere where they could
live a dignified life.

Birth registrations have been sought for the children born from survivors of rape during the conflict.

The document has pressed for opportunities of higher education to the children of affected people. “The state should take
the entire responsibility of those children who lost their parents in the conflict,” it asserted, calling upon the government
to develop an archive of conflict survivors of all nature who are missed out from the previous listing.

A total of 127 women from all provinces were present in the gathering. Minister for Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
Bhanu Bhakta Dhakal said the government was committed to delivering justice to conflict-affected women and internal
discussions were underway to determine best possible ways towards that end.

 Conflict-hit women demand prompt response to their plaints (The Himalayan Times) December 23, 2018

A national gathering of women affected by the decade-long armed conflict in the
country concluded recently by issuing a 12-point Kathmandu declaration, which
calls for a prompt response to complaints.

The two-day gathering organised by Women for Human Rights, Single Women Group from December 19 to 20 underlined
the need to incorporate conflict-era cases of torture and sexual violence in the definition of conflict survivors.

The declaration seeks an immediate response to the issues of those women bearing the effects of conflict even after the
signing of the Comprehensive Peace Accord and guarantee of justice and compensation to the survivors. It calls for
reinstatement of the Commission on Investigation of Enforced Disappeared Persons and the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to deliver justice in an effective way. The tenure of both transitional justice mechanisms has already expired.

Demand has been made for empowering the WHR as a common organisation of conflict-affected women and omission of
words ‘disarmed’ and ‘armed’ giving ambiguous meanings from the draft bill to amend the definition of conflict victims.

Collection of data on conflict-affected women and men separately, respect for the sentiments of women who faced sexual
violence and rape during the war and construction of a peace memorial monument in honour of enforced disappeared
people are other demands included in the declaration.

Conflict-affected women have also demanded identification of rape, torture and sexual violence victims; and interim relief
packages, medical treatment, legal assistance and psychosocial counseling for them to live a dignified life. Birth
registrations have been sought in case of those children born from the survivors of rapes during the conflict.

The document has pressed for opportunities for higher education to the children of the conflict victims.

“The state should take the entire responsibility of those children who lost their parents in the conflict,” it asserted, calling
upon the government to develop an archive of conflict survivors.

A total of 127 women from all provinces were present in the gathering. Minister of Justice and Federal Affairs
Bhanubhakta Dhakal said the government was committed to delivering justice to the conflict-affected women.

 Ethiopia To Setup Commission To Heal The Nation (New Business Ethiopia) December 26, 2018

In an attempt to end the growing hate and anger among different groups in the
country, Ethiopia parliament on Tuesday approves a bill that give green light for
the establishment of national reconciliation commission.

After the country introduced ethnic federalism in early 1990s by the current regime, promoted by some political elites
ethnic related violence has been occurring in different parts of the country.

The new commission Ethiopia is establishing, which is more of the South African truth and reconciliation commission
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introduced after the end of appraised, is expected to bring peace and harmony among the 76 ethnic groups found in the
country.

It is also expected to bring face to face those who committed crimes against humanity while they were in power with those
whose human rights were violated. So that forgiveness and justice will be restored healing the nation once and for all,
according to the preamble of the bill.

Even though the need for having a national reconciliation has been promoted by the many opposition parties for the past
several years, the ruling coalition Ethiopia Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) has been opposing the idea.

The idea gets government attention following the coming to power of the reformist Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, who
ended the dominance of the Tigray People Liberation Front (TPLF) with in the ruling coalition.

 Govt undecided on amendment (The Himalayan Times) January 2, 2019

With just over a month remaining for the expiry of the tenure of two transitional
justice mechanisms, the government is still undecided on extending their tenure,
especially after conflict victims, adopting a charter, demanded restructuring of
the mechanisms and formation of a high-level mechanism to oversee the
transitional justice process.

The government has to amend the Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation Commission Act 2014 to
extend the tenure or to restructure these two mechanisms —Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Commission of
Investigation of Enforced Disappeared Persons.

The government had come up with a draft act in June last year and even sought feedback from the stakeholders
concerned; however, the act amendment process got stuck after the Minister of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
Bhanu Bhakta Dhakal publicly disowned the draft at an event.

Further delaying the process was the victims’ demand for restructuring the commissions and formation of a high-level
mechanism with representations from victims and all other stakeholders concerned.

This also sharply divided the victims and rights activists, with a section advocating formation of a high-level mechanism,
and the other labelling the move a ploy to protect perpetrators of conflict-era rights violation.

The government has been maintaining that amendment will be done on the basis of six factors — the Comprehensive
Peace Accord; Nepal’s national and international obligations related to human rights; fundamental principles of
transitional justice; decisions and orders of the Supreme Court; sentiments of conflict victims; and Nepal’s legal and
political processes.

However, the most contentious issue, among others, in the act amendment process has been whether to extend the tenure
of the commissions or to restructure them. The government is of the view that the act should be unanimously passed
through the Parliament on the basis of consensus.

Minister Dhakal has held a series of meetings with Nepali Congress leader Ramesh Lekhak and Nepal Communist Party
leader Barsha Man Pun to reach political consensus on the issue. However, a conclusion is yet to be drawn.

Dhakal said they were doing necessary homework to ensure that the new act was acceptable to all stakeholders, especially
the victims. “We are aware that we have just a month to amend the act and are doing internal homework,” Dhakal told The
Himalayan Times. “For now, the act is in place and the commissions are functional.”

Suman Adhikari, former chairman of Conflict Victims Common Platform that demanded restructuring of the
commissions, also said that after presenting their views to the government they were waiting for the government to act.
“We do not know why the government is sitting quiet,” he said. “The government should be responsible.”

Ram Kumar Bhandari, who is leading the dissident group of conflict victims, said the government should not waste time
and amend the act, strengthening the existing mechanisms to enable to complete their work.

The TRC and the CIEDP, which were formed in February 2015 to investigate conflict-era rights violations, have so far
failed to completely investigate even a single case. And one of the major reasons for this failure is the lack of necessary
legislation, besides human and financial resources crunch and their internal weaknesses. The two commissions have said
they can function well only if they are ensured act amendment, adequate budget and human resources.
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Terrorism

 C.I.A.’s Afghan Forces Leave a Trail of Abuse and Anger (New York Times) By Mujib Mashal
December 31, 2018

The fighters hold the line in the war’s toughest spots, but officials say their brutal
tactics are terrorizing the public and undermining the U.S. mission.

Razo Khan woke up suddenly to the sight of assault rifles pointed at his face, and demands that he get out of bed and onto
the floor.

Within minutes, the armed raiders had separated the men from the women and children. Then the shooting started.

As Mr. Khan was driven away for questioning, he watched his home go up in flames. Within were the bodies of two of his
brothers and of his sister-in-law Khanzari, who was shot three times in the head. Villagers who rushed to the home found
the burned body of her 3-year-old daughter, Marina, in a corner of a torched bedroom.

The men who raided the family’s home that March night, in the district of Nader Shah Kot, were members of an Afghan
strike force trained and overseen by the Central Intelligence Agency in a parallel mission to the United States military’s,
but with looser rules of engagement.

Ostensibly, the force was searching for militants. But Mr. Khan and his family had done nothing to put themselves in the
cross hairs of the C.I.A.-sponsored strike force, according to investigators.

It was clear that the raiding force had “committed an atrocity,” said Jan-mir Zazai, a member of the Khost provincial
council who was part of the government investigating team. “Everyone we spoke to said they would swear on the
innocence of the victims.”

At a time when the conventional Afghan military and police forces are being killed in record numbers across the country,
the regional forces overseen by the C.I.A. have managed to hold the line against the most brutal militant groups, including
the Haqqani wing of the Taliban and also Islamic State loyalists.

But the units have also operated unconstrained by battlefield rules designed to protect civilians, conducting night raids,
torture and killings with near impunity, in a covert campaign that some Afghan and American officials say is undermining
the wider American effort to strengthen Afghan institutions.

Those abuses are actively pushing people toward the Taliban, the officials say. And with only a relatively small American
troop contingent left — and that perhaps set to drop further on President Trump’s orders — the strike forces are
increasingly the way that a large number of rural Afghans experience the American presence.

Many of the strike forces were officially put under the control of Afghan intelligence starting in 2012. But senior Afghan
and international officials say that the two most effective and ruthless forces, in Khost and Nangarhar Provinces, are still
sponsored mainly by the C.I.A.

Those fighting forces, also referred to as counterterrorism pursuit teams, are recruited, trained and equipped by C.I.A.
agents or contractors who work closely with them on their bases, according to several current and former senior Afghan
security officials, and the members are paid nearly three times as much as regular Afghan soldiers.

The Afghan ownership of those two units is only nominal, a liaison relationship in which intelligence headquarters in
Kabul has representatives on the mission for coordination. But the required pre-approval for raids is often last-minute, or
skipped until afterward, the officials say.

For months, The New York Times has investigated the human toll of the C.I.A.-sponsored forces on communities. Times
journalists researched frequent complaints — at times almost weekly — that these units had raided and killed civilians, and
The Times went to the sites of half a dozen of their raids, often less than 24 hours after the force had left.

The investigation found details of a C.I.A. mission with tactical successes that have come at the cost of alienating the
Afghan population. One former senior Afghan security official bluntly accused the strike forces of war crimes.

Often, the raids that resulted in civilian deaths were carried out not far from police outposts or government offices, leaving
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those American-supported officials humiliated in the villages they had been trying to establish relationships with. And
because the C.I.A.-sponsored units often use English during operations, their abuses are even more directly equated with
the American presence, though claims that American agents have sometimes been on the missions have not been
confirmed.

“The dilemma is this: The C.I.A. needs to fight its wars in the shadows,” said Karl Eikenberry, a former commander of
American forces in Afghanistan who later served as the United States ambassador to Kabul. “But when the U.S. also takes
on the mission of state-building, then the contradictions between the two approaches — stealth, black ops, and non-
transparency vs. institution building, rule of law, and accountability — become extraordinarily difficult to resolve, and our
standing as a nation suffers.”

United Nations reports have expressed concern about civilian deaths and “consistent, credible accounts of intentional
destruction of civilian property, illegal detention, and other abuses” by the units. The United Nations said the forces in
Khost, in particular, operated outside the Afghan government’s structure “with an absence of transparency and ongoing
impunity.”

In the village of Nader Shah Kot, the provincial official who helped investigate the raid, Mr. Zazai, said the force’s impunity
was alienating residents from the government and increasing support for the Taliban.

“If there had been arrests, if there had been justice, this wouldn’t continue like this,” Mr. Zazai said. “But there is
absolutely no justice.”

American defense officials in Washington say the C.I.A. operations in Afghanistan are largely opaque to military generals
operating in the war zone. The C.I.A.’s level of partnership has been declining as the Afghan intelligence agency and its
forces grow more mature, the officials said. But as American military forces are set to draw down, the role of the Central
Intelligence Agency is only likely to grow in importance.

A spokeswoman for the C.I.A. would not comment, nor would Afghans directly involved with the forces. Afghan security
officials in Kabul tried to play down the level of the forces’ autonomy and the nature of their abuses. When pressed with
details of specific cases, they did not respond.

The number of casualties varied among the cases The Times investigated. In one, two brothers were killed as they watered
their fields before dawn after receiving permission from the local security outpost. In another, a unit pursuit of a Taliban
target went into the wrong house in Laghman Province and killed 12 civilians, officials there said.

One of the most gruesome episodes examined by The Times was in Khogyani District, in Nangarhar Province. The forces
handcuffed and hooded two brothers and, after a brief interrogation as their wives and children watched, both men were
dragged away and executed in a corner of a bedroom that was then detonated over their heads, according to relatives and
villagers who pulled the bodies out of the rubble.

When Times journalists arrived at the house 16 hours after the raid, the area was a scene of carnage with burned vehicles
and crumbled walls. The family’s patriarch, Hajji Hassan Jan, 60, said that a security outpost overlooked their house, and
that the district’s intelligence chief, who was a regular guest for dinner, had no answer for why the house was raided and
his sons killed.

Still, he tried to guess: It was probably for feeding the Taliban. In rural Afghanistan, traditions of hospitality demand that
you feed whoever knocks at your door. When those men are armed, there is little choice.

“The forces once asked my son, ‘Why do you feed the Taliban — why cook chicken for them, or bring them yogurt?’” Mr.
Jan said. “My son told them: ‘We made chicken for them. If you come, we will make an entire lamb for you.’”

The origin of C.I.A.-sponsored strike forces in Afghanistan was in the early days of the American invasion in 2001, when
the United States allied with militia forces to help topple the Taliban regime.

Once the Taliban and Al Qaeda started fleeing, often across the border into Pakistan, there was no organized Afghan force
to create the needed lines of defense.

In the eastern province of Khost, largely under the influence of the Haqqani network, which had strong ties to Al Qaeda,
the C.I.A. started organizing local militias into a force that could strike at insurgents as they tried to come in or out.

“These forces were created in border areas at first to stop Al Qaeda fighters,” said Ghaffar Khan, a Czechoslovakia-trained
police officer from Soviet times whom the C.I.A. had recruited as one of the force’s first commanders.



It was meant to be a stopgap program. But the force proved so effective, even after the Taliban started coming hard at the
government and the American presence, that it kept expanding to other parts of the country.

In Khost, the so-called protection force was consolidated and based out of Camp Chapman, the main C.I.A. outpost there.
The unit in Khost still has the largest number of fighters, though the exact count is unclear: Officials put the number
anywhere from 3,000 to over 10,000. It patrols border areas and also runs its own network of informants.

Commander Ghafar said he believed the forces remained necessary, otherwise the defense against Haqqani-run suicide
bombers would buckle, making it easier for attackers to reach Kabul. On the other hand, he said, their abuses were taking
a toll.

Former President Hamid Karzai spent years trying to rein in American forces from carrying out night raids that angered
villages and set them against his government, only to realize that the C.I.A.’s Afghan forces were doing the same.

One episode in particular made Mr. Karzai furious. In 2009, the strike force in Kandahar tried to forcibly release one of its
colleagues detained by the police on criminal charges. When the most senior law enforcement official in the province, Gen.
Matiullah Qateh, resisted, he and several of his officers were shot dead, former and current Afghan officials say. The C.I.A.
reluctantly surrendered the guards involved in the killing of the general, after the Afghan leadership threatened to use
force.

Mr. Eikenberry, the former general and ambassador, said the C.I.A.-sponsored forces “which operated outside of the
framework that governed those under sovereign control of the Afghan government” raised concerns from the beginning.

“But Bin Laden was not yet found, Al Qaeda was active in the border areas, and Afghanistan did not have forces capable of
dealing with what was regarded as an existential threat to the U.S. So the concerns never led to action,” Mr. Eikenberry
said. “The problem was one to be solved later in the campaign, so to speak. And the C.I.A. was the dominant voice in the
chamber.”

Several current and former Afghan officials said that the C.I.A. still largely commanded the strike forces in Khost and
Nangarhar, effectively putting the units above the law. American agents and contractors work closely with them on their
bases, develop the targets for them, and help guide the operations from headquarters. And the Americans have a presence
at bases where detainees have accused the units of torture and abuse, officials say.

In a period of a little over a year, human rights officials registered at least 15 complaints of torture by the strike force based
in Nangarhar Province, which has roughly 1,000 fighters and is known as “02.”

At a September news conference in the city of Jalalabad, elders from three districts of Nangarhar said that over 100
civilians were killed by the 02 unit the month before. (That number could not be verified independently.)

“Before the people start protests, before the people pick up weapons against the government, the government needs to rein
in these kind of reckless operations,” said one tribal elder, Malik Zaman.

Mohammed Taher, from Khogyani District, said he and two of his brothers were detained in a night raid last spring. He
was held for three months and five days, about a week of it at the air base in Nangarhar where the strike force is based.

“They said, ‘We will drive a tank over you if you don’t say your brothers are Taliban.’ I said, ‘If you have evidence that they
are, show me,’” Mr. Taher said. “They wanted me to say all that so they could take a video of me saying it.”

Mr. Taher said Americans were present during the raid when he was detained, but he did not see Americans during the
questioning and the torture at the base. His mistreatment stopped when he was handed over to the regular Afghan
intelligence force, he said.

“My hands were cuffed. They punctured these veins with needles and blood was running,” he said.

Sabrina Hamidi, who leads the Afghan Human Rights Commission in the east, said that during her 13 years of work at the
commission she could not recall a single example of access to the regional forces to examine accusation of abuses.

“In their operations, most of the times the harm to civilians is direct,” Ms. Hamidi said about the 02 unit. “When they
make arrests, there is usually torture involved, also.”

In nearly every case examined by The Times, the victims’ families said they were at a loss for where to seek justice, or an
explanation of why they had been raided. And nearly every government official in those areas expressed helplessness
about the strike forces’ operations.’



In the Bati Kot district of Nangarhar Province, the strike forces conducted a raid in May, leaving their headquarters at the
air base in Jalalabad and arriving in a convoy of several dozen vehicles at a village surrounded by corn fields and orange
orchards.

One resident, Khoshal Khan, who works at a medical university, thought at first that the raid was an attack by the Islamic
State.

“I ran and got my weapon — I thought it was the caliphate people. I didn’t know it was the government,” Mr. Khan said.
“Then they started firing, and I heard the gate blown up. They were speaking English, also.”

Families often sleep outside because of the heat. One family patriarch, Mohamed Taher, in his late 50s, was shot near his
bed on the roof.

When Times journalists arrived the day after the raid, the bed was broken, the mud roof under the bed patched with blood,
just steps from dried tomatoes sunning on a tarp.

One of Mr. Taher’s grandsons, Sekandar, 16, was visiting from Jalalabad during a school break. He was sleeping in the
yard and was awakened by gunshots, he said, spotting the light from the raiders’ laser sights racing around. Sekandar said
the forces spoke both Pashto and English.

The strike force had climbed ladders and was on the walls of the house, ordering Mr. Taher’s family to come out. But
Sekandar said that when they followed the order to come out with their hands up, one of Mr. Taher’s sons, Naeem Shah,
was shot in his left hand. Then a grandson, Shaker Khan, was shot in the head.

“The women started crying. They called to be quiet, then they blew up the gates and came in,” Sekandar said. His account
matched those of other family members and neighbors.

Another of Mr. Taher’s sons, Mohammed Raheem, had also been gunned down. The remaining men were handcuffed, and
the women and children were put in one room.

Before the forces started leaving about two hours later, with Naeem Shah still wounded, the fighters warned the family not
to come out for an hour after they had left, said Mr. Shah’s young son, Adel, 10.

“They said, ‘Don’t come out — if the airstrikes hit you, then don’t complain,’” said Adel, whose face had shrapnel wounds
from the raid. While the family waited in the house, Adel’s father bled to death in the yard.

The district governor’s office is just 100 yards from the house, and there are two police outposts nearby.

Mohibullah, a relative of the dead, said that for him, there was no difference between the C.I.A.-sponsored force and the
Islamic State if the result was to be attacked with no warning.

“What is the need for raiding me at night?” he said. “Send me a warrant. If I didn’t show up, then you can bring your tanks
and fly your planes and destroy me.”

 French court orders sending Central African Republic war crimes suspect to ICC (Reuters) December 31,
2018

A French court has authorized Central Africa Republic soccer executive and
alleged militia leader Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona to be handed over to the Hague
war crimes tribunal, a judicial source said on Monday.

Ngaissona, who has been described by prosecutors as the “senior leader” of the anti-balaka militia that carried out
systematic attacks on the Muslim population in 2013-2014, was arrested in France on Dec. 12.

The International Criminal Court (ICC) says Ngaissona is suspected of war crimes and crimes against humanity including
murder, extermination, deportation, persecution, torture, attacking civilians, and recruiting child soldiers.

Ngaissona, who was elected as a top executive of Africa’s football governing body CAF, has denied the charges.

A search was carried out at his French home after he was detained at Charles de Gaulle airport and the investigating
chamber of the Paris appeal court has now ordered him to be handed over to the war crimes tribunal, the source said.

The decision is subject to appeal, the source added.
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The ICC said on Dec. 12 it had made a request to French authorities for Ngaïssona to be handed over to the court once
national procedure had been completed.

Central African Republic has been mired by inter-communal violence since 2013 after a coalition of mostly northern rebels
known as Seleka, seized power in March 2013. Their brutal rule gave rise to the mostly Christian anti-balaka militia.

Despite the presence of thousands United Nations peacekeepers and a presidential election, tit-for-tat violence has
continued and thousands have died due to the conflict.

The ICC has said it is investigating crimes committed by all parties in the conflict including the Seleka rebels.

In November, another leader of the anti-balaka militia Alfred Yekatom, a sitting member of the country’s parliament once
nicknamed “Rambo”, was arrested and handed to The Hague court.

 SEAL to stand trial for murder, other alleged war crimes (Navy Times) January 2, 2019

Special Warfare Operator Chief Edward “Eddie” Gallagher will be arraigned Friday
at Naval Base San Diego on a long list of criminal charges, including the
premeditated murder of a wounded Islamic State prisoner of war.

Navy Region Southwest spokesman Brian O’Rourke said that the initial court-martial proceeding is slated for Friday.

His court-martial trial was greenlighted by Rear Adm. Yancy B."Lurch" Lindsey, the region’s commander, following a legal
review of the SEAL’s two-day Article 32 hearing in November.

Prosecutors contend that Gallagher, 39, is a callous murderer who stabbed to death the teenage detainee on May 3, 2017
near the Iraqi city of Mosul and also gunned down unwitting civilians with his sniper rifle, bragged about racking up kills
and threatened to intimidate and publicly out SEAL buddies who complained to superiors and investigators about him.

Confined at the Naval Consolidated Brig Miramar in San Diego since his arrest on Sept. 11 at Camp Pendleton, where he
was receiving treatment as a wounded warrior for traumatic brain injury, Gallagher, a married father and 19-year Navy
veteran, has declared his innocence and vows to clear his name.

At his Friday arraignment, Gallagher will be read the murder charge, plus specifications for aggravated assault and
obstructing justice but two counts tied to unlawfully possessing a prescription pain reliever and an anabolic steroid have
been scrapped, O’Rourke said.

On Oct. 18, authorities in San Diego charged a second SEAL in connection with the ongoing war crimes probe.

Although he wasn’t present during the alleged homicide, Lt. Jacob “Jake” Portier also underwent an Article 32 hearing for
what prosecutors contend was his help in covering up a string of Gallagher’s crimes.

Accused of dereliction of duty, the highly decorated Portier also insists he’s innocent and his high-profile San Diego-based
civilian defense attorney, Jeremiah J. Sullivan III, believes he’ll be exonerated as merely the officer who received the
allegations of Gallagher’s misconduct from a lead petty officer and reported them up the chain of command.
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Piracy

 Piracy Hits the Fishing Sector (The Maritime Herald) By Svilen Petrov
December 24, 2018

Negative, Illegal fishing continues to affect the industry in this sector for a range
of US $ 20 million per year. The Naval Force reported that during the year it
detained more than 70 foreigners for fishing without permits in Nicaraguan
waters.

Despite efforts to prevent illegal fishing in the waters of Nicaragua, formal exporters resent the entry of foreigners without
a license in the fishing banks of both seas.
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“In the Pacific, what happens in Potosí is a plague, because of the waters of the Gulf (of Fonseca) a lot of illegal product
comes out, they transport it in panga and they take it to El Salvador and Honduras, there goes out any amount of daily
product , we lose thousands of thousands as a country and as a company we do not receive those products, which would be
channeled to pay taxes and generate employment, “said Xavier Sánchez, president of the Chamber of Fisheries of
Nicaragua (Capenic).

Precisely, this December 22, the Naval Force of the Army of Nicaragua retained a Honduran vessel in the waters of the
Gulf of Fonseca.

The Army reported in a press release that the Honduran ship with four crew members “was illegally fishing approximately
one nautical mile north of Punta San José and five nautical miles southwest of buoy number 4.” This vessel was
transferred to the naval base of the Gulf of Fonseca and its crew was handed over to the Migration and Immigration
authorities of the town of Potosí, municipality of El Viejo, department of Chinandega, explains the military report.

In addition, “we have pirated pangas from El Salvador and Honduras in the gulf (…). They get into Nicaraguan waters
although through an agreement with Inpesca (Nicaraguan Institute of Fisheries and Aquaculture), the (Force) Naval and
the Chamber (Capenic) is patrolled, but it is insufficient, because the hacking continues on the farms and the contraband,
“Sanchez added.

For his part, Armando Segura, executive director of Capenic, stressed that Nicaragua has laws and monitoring and
surveillance programs to combat illegal fishing and has managed to reduce the volumes and impacts of this activity on
marine resources.

Segura estimates that “still close to 30% of the lobster production is illegal, or lobster out of size, that goes out without
authorization to the Central American countries by sea or blind spots of the land border. This is approximately one and a
half million pounds, which equals about US $ 20 million annually, “he added.

Segura said that especially in the area of the Gulf of Fonseca illegally remove “shrimp culture that they steal in shrimp
farms, fish, shells and juvenile lobsters. The competent fishing authorities, together with the Naval Force and other
institutions, carry out surveillance work, but there is still a need for a more coordinated strategy in this regard.

The Naval Force indicates that until December 22, 2018, 29 foreign vessels were caught capturing illegal fishing while
retaining 77 fishermen. Within these operations is mentioned the capture, on December 10, of a ship with a Honduran flag
that illegally fished 110 nautical miles east of the Miskito Cays with 14 crew members, among which were Hondurans.

“Illegal fishing has more expression in the Caribbean, particularly with the capture and commercialization of lobster out of
size, small lobster, which has not reached maturity,” Segura said.

The executive director of Capeni acknowledged that “Inpesca and regional authorities develop educational campaigns in
(native) languages of the Caribbean to promote the conservation of this resource. Currently, a program of greater
monitoring is carried out with the participation of companies and fishermen from the autonomous regions, which will
surely have a significant impact on a greater reduction in illegal activities. “

La Naval also reported that in 2018 it stopped two national ships that used explosives for fishing, which is illegal.

“The fishing with the use of explosive requires special attention, this occurs in some Pacific beaches and causes great
damage and impact on the habitat and on the resources themselves. It is necessary to execute special monitoring and
monitoring plans on this subject, “Segura said.

Xavier Sánchez, president of Capenic, added that in the Caribbean there are also problems with illegal sea cucumber
fishing.

“There have been a lot of problems with the cucumber, there is illegal fishing and lack of control, about 3,000 pangas
(laborer) and there is no control of the departures, of the departures, for so many that leave different areas, which are well
isolated, they take off cucumber out of size, “said Sanchez.

Sanchez said that “there are efforts with Inpesca, La Naval and the IPSA (Institute of Protection and Agricultural Health)
but they really are not enough because of the number of people who are informal, the informality is great, people who do
not have permission from the City Halls nor of Inpesca, but they go fishing and sell the product in the informal market."

 China Celebrates Growing Naval Capabilities (The Maritime Executive) January 1, 2019

China has highlighted its anti-piracy efforts over the past 10 years, noting its
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naval fleets have escorted 3,400 foreign ships, around 51 percent of the total
escorted over that time.

The first escort fleet was sent to the Gulf of Aden and waters off Somalia on December 26, 2008. It was the first time that
China deployed its armed forces overseas to protect national strategic interests, the first time China sent navy combat
units overseas to fulfill international humanitarian obligations and the first time China protected important sea lanes
overseas.

China's anti-piracy missions have become more efficient over the time, with ship-borne helicopters able to scramble three
times faster and special operations personnel able to deploy twice as quickly.

Protection provided by China's navy has been widely praised, said a Department of Defense statement: some foreign ships
would rather wait several days to be escorted by the fleet. Of note, was an incident in 2010 where the frigate 530 Xuzhou
attended a pirate attack on Chinese-flagged cargo ship Tai An Kou. After an intense battle, all 21 crew members were
rescued.

China employed 10 domestic-made battle ships and three supply ships in the waters off Somalia from 2008 to 2011. These
vessels were then joined by the guided-missile frigate Yulin, and two years later, by three new supply ships.

As part of its blue-water naval development, the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) support base in Djibouti was
established on July 11, 2017. This was China's first overseas support base, designed to enable more timely replenishment
for the navy, facilitate equipment maintenance and crew rest.

Globally, 31 fleets (100 ships) have escorted over 6,600 ships, rescued over 70 ships in danger and captured three pirates.
The ships participated in the search for the missing Malaysian airliner MH370, provided emergent water supplies to the
Maldives, provided military escorts to cargo ships transporting Syrian chemical weapons, and when a civil war broke out
in Yemen in 2015, three Chinese vessels helped evacuate over 900 people from 15 countries.

China held around 40 joint military exercises with over 30 nations in 2018. A New Year's Day editorial in the PLA Daily
says that strengthening training and preparation for war are among the top priorities for China’s military in 2019. “Drilling
soldiers and war preparations are the fundamental jobs and work focus of our military, and at no time should we allow any
slack in these areas.”

President Xi Jinping has urged the PLA to boost its combat readiness since he took office in 2012. In his New Year's Day
address, he notes that 2019 is the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China. “Our country has
braved thorny paths and confronted stormy weather over the past seventy years... Looking at the world at large, we're
facing a period of major change never seen in a century. No matter what these changes bring, China will remain resolute
and confident in its defense of its national sovereignty and security. And China's sincerity and goodwill to safeguard world
peace and promote common development will remain unchanged.”

 Stowaways Charged Over Altercation Aboard the Grande Tema (The Maritime Executive) January 2, 2019

The four Nigerian stowaways who were arrested aboard the con/ro Grande Tema
last month have been charged with affray for allegedly threatening the vessel's
crew and attempting to take control of the ship.

The Grande Tema's crew discovered the stowaways in mid-December as the vessel made her way from Nigeria to the port
of Tilbury, UK. The master had the unauthorized passengers locked away in a cabin, and the crew provided them with food
during the journey. However, on the morning of December 21, the four men broke out of their accommodations and
allegedly threatened the crew with iron bars, demanding to be taken closer to shore. Grande Tema's 27 crewmembers
locked themselves on the bridge to ensure their own security and alerted the authorities. They put the vessel into a holding
pattern in the English Channel, just off Margate, while they awaited assistance.

That night, 14 hours after receiving the request, 25 Royal Navy Marines from the Special Boat Service's X Squadron
abseiled onto the Grande Tema's deck from helicopters and arrested the stowaways. No one was injured as they regained
control of the ship in a 25-minute operation.

Essex Police oversaw the operation, and the agency said in a statement that the altercation was being treated as a safety-
related incident, not an act of piracy. The four men are being held under the UK's Immigration Act.

The accused - named by UK authorities as Samuel Jolumi, 26, Ishola Sunday, 27, Toheeb Popoola, 26, and Joberto McGee,
20 - have been charged with affray, a UK offense consisting of using or threatening to use unlawful violence. The charge is
often deployed after bar fights and soccer-match brawls, and it carries a maximum penalty of three years in prison. In a
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court hearing on New Years' Eve, the men did not enter pleas in response.

The lead prosecutor may also bring more serious charges under the UK's Aviation and Maritime Security Act, which
contains stiffer penalties for offenses related to vessel safety. During the hearing, the prosecutor asked the court for a three
week delay in order to allow for more preparations, asserting that the case may be "undercharged" relative to the severity
of the alleged crime.

[back to contents]

Gender-Based Violence

 End sexual violence against women in conflicts (The Tribune) By Bharat H. Desai & Balraj K. Sighu
December 28, 2018

If we want people to say 'no more war', we have to show how brutal it is," ringed
the voice of Berit Reiss-Andersen, Chair of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, while
announcing the winners of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize. Congolese doctor Denis
Mukwege and Yezidi victim of IS brutality in Iraq Nadia Murad were jointly
conferred with the Nobel honour for their efforts to end the use of sexual violence
as a weapon in armed conflicts. Both have made a crucial contribution to focus
attention on, and combating, such war crimes.

Sexual violence and crimes committed against women during conflicts are as old as the history of warfare. It is still being
used as a tactic and weapon of war. In fact, it is not just rape out of control, but rape under orders, as a means of pursuing
military, political or economic ends. The horrors of Pakistani army's effort to crush the 1971 Bangladeshi liberation
movement are etched in collective memory with the systematic rape of hundreds of thousands Bengali women. Sri Lanka
is trying to come to terms with the aftermath of brutal violence by both the security forces and the LTTE.

The use of sexual violence in conflict zones as well as acceptance of such incidents, brutalities and resultant trauma
generally result in 'walls of silence'. Hence, it has been often brushed aside as an inevitable and unavoidable 'evil'
consequence of war. This has been aggravated by pre-existing exclusions and discriminations that typify women's status in
most societies.

A neglected crime

Wars often leave behind gory incidents, horrid stories, a painful past and many wounds that refuse to heal with time. One
such simmering issue arose before World War II wherein the Japanese military set up comfort stations treating women as
sex slaves. These women slaves were drawn from the vast Japanese empire, of which Korean women constituted the bulk.
In December 2015, Japan and South Korea brokered a deal wherein Japan issued a "most sincere" apology and paid $8.3
million to the surviving victims. However, this was revoked recently, with the change of government in South Korea. It
shows how wounds of the past refuse to heal.

At the 68th UN General Assembly Session (2014), 122 Member-States endorsed a Declaration of Commitment to End
Sexual Violence in Conflict. The Declaration resolved to end the pernicious culture of impunity by bringing to justice
perpetrators of sexual violence in conflict. A process for concerted action against sexual violence during armed conflicts
took shape in the wake of the UN Security Council Resolutions 1325 (2000) and 1820 (2008) as well as incorporation of
crimes of sexual violence in the statutes of International Criminal Tribunals (Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone) and the
International Criminal Court (ICC). The Rome Statute of ICC became the first global treaty that recognises rape, sexual
slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilisation, and other forms of sexual violence as distinct types
of war crimes.

The tribunals, however, have a limited capacity to provide justice to sufferings inflicted upon women during conflicts. They
recognise a small set of the crimes committed against women and fall short of addressing all gender-based harms and
curing gender biases entrenched in society as well as institutions. The conviction rate in cases before the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda does not reflect the high levels of gender violence during the Rwandan genocide, although
records indicate that rape and sexual violence formed part of the systematic attack on the civilians. On the other hand, in
all cases before the International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia, till April 2011, 93 individuals were indicted: 44 of them
for crimes involving sexual violence. Of those 44 individuals, 29 were convicted of sexual violence.

The Sierra Leone civil war also gave birth to notorious tradition of 'bush wife' in which captured or abducted civilian girls
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and women were forcibly assigned to rebel commanders. At the same time, an investigation into sexual crimes presents its
own specific challenges that include the under- or non-reporting of sexual violence owing to societal, cultural, or religious
factors; stigma for victims of sexual and gender-based crimes; limited domestic investigations and associated lack of
readily available evidence; lack of forensic or other documentary evidence owing, inter alia, to the passage of time; and
inadequate or limited support services at the national level. As a result, there is a tendency to dismiss sexual violence
merely as an inevitable by-product of war, the random acts of a few renegades, or mere collateral damage!

The right to heal

There has been a persistent search for appropriate institutional designs that could deal with mass atrocities in conflict-
ridden societies and foster justice in the post-conflict period. In recent years, the dominant discourses are led by scholars
who call for Transitional Justice (TJ). It refers to the process of dealing with the aftermath of violent conflicts and
systematic human rights abuses in order to provide conditions for a peaceful future.

In the thick of the post-war accountability jamboree, the struggle to ensure justice for women victims is aggravated by the
'walls of silence' that often contain bricks of shame, stigma, fear and futility. In the legal and political maze of ending or
transmuting conflict, women still need to struggle to insulate and influence policies, laws and institutional structures that
adversely affect them.

Need for post-conflict justice

The large-scale violence resulting from the 1947 partition of India left unspeakable atrocities against women. Women on
both sides of the border (India and Pakistan) suffered brutalities caused by the deadly combination of religion and anger
of retribution. They were abducted, killed, maimed, mutilated, violated and abandoned. Even after an agreement between
India and Pakistan to return women to their original families, there were no takers of them. No one came to reclaim them.
Many of them were forced into prostitution. Amid jubilation over freedom, these victim-survivors did not figure anywhere
in the historical records. No effort was made to redress the injustices done against them.

Lack of empathy to understand the multi-dimensional nature of the suffering of women confronts us as they struggle to
survive violent conflicts. The overwhelming emphasis on sexual and penetrative violations of women's bodies' has led to
insensitivity towards emotional harm, harm to the homes, personal spaces, to children and to others with whom women
are intimately connected.

Sexual violence against women during conflicts remains one of the biggest challenges of this century. One only hopes that
the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize will give a push for concrete inter-governmental action for designing a special global treaty to
hold states and non-state actors responsible as well as provide pre-emptive measures to end sexual violence against
women during violent conflicts.

[back to contents]

Commentary and Perspectives

 Is Genocide Predictable? Researchers Say Absolutely (NPR) By Jason Beaubien
December 20, 2018

History unfortunately does repeat itself.

Two thousand years ago the Romans laid siege to Carthage, killing more than half of the city's residents and enslaving the
rest.

Hitler attempted to annihilate the Jews in Europe. In 1994 the Hutus turned on the Tutsis in Rwanda. The Khmer Rouge
killed a quarter of Cambodia's population. After the breakup of Yugoslavia, Serbs slaughtered thousands of Bosnians at
Srebrenica in July of 1995.

Last year when Buddhists attacked Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar, many people were shocked to hear that mass killings
still occur in the 21st century. But they do – and there's growing evidence that these events follow familiar patterns. And if
they do, we should be able to see them coming.

"Genocides are not spontaneous," says Jill Savitt, acting director of the Simon-Skjodt Center for the Prevention of
Genocide at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. "In the lead-up to these types of crimes we do see
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a consistent set of things happening."

Since 2014, the Holocaust Museum and scholars from Dartmouth have mapped the conditions that precede a genocide.
They built a database of every mass killing since World War II. Then they went back and looked at the conditions in the
countries where the killings occurred just prior to the attacks. And now they use that computer model to analyze which
nations currently are at greatest risk.

"We're not forecasting with precision. That's not the intention of the tool," Savitt says. "What we're doing is trying to alert
policymakers that here's a situation that is ripe for horrors to happen and give them a heads up that there are actions that
can be taken to avert it."

In the three years prior to the attacks on the Rohingya, Myanmar ranked as the country most likely to have a mass killing
for two of those years and ranked No. 3 the other year.

The museum's computer model analyzes statistics that you might think have nothing to do with genocide — fluctuations in
per capita gross domestic product, infant mortality rates, overall population. Such factors, they believe, are indicators of
inequality, poverty and economic instability.

They also plug in data about recent coup attempts, levels of authoritarianism, civil rights, political killings and ethnic
polarization.

Lawrence Woocher, the research director at the Simon-Skjodt Center for the Prevention of Genocide at the U.S. Holocaust
Museum, has worked on the Early Warning Project since 2014. He says that the form of government is one of the key data
points in their computer model. The most dangerous appears to be a regime that's not a full dictatorship but also not a full
democracy.

"The prevailing view about why mass atrocities occur is that they tend to be decisions by political elites when they feel
under threat and in a condition of instability," Woocher says. "And there's lots of analysis that suggests that these middle
regime types are less stable than full democracies or full autocracies."

The Early Warning Project ranks 162 countries by their potential for a new mass killing to erupt in the coming year. They
define a "mass killing" as more than 1,000 people being killed by soldiers, a militia or some other armed group. The
Democratic Republic of the Congo is currently the most at risk followed by Afghanistan.

Egypt is No. 3 on the list. The researchers note that Egypt was ranked so high because of a variety of factors including a
lack of freedom of movement of men, a history of mass killings and a recent coup d'etat. They add that Egypt faces
multiple security threats and that "there have been reports of large-scale attacks by extremist groups, including IS [Islamic
State], on Christians and Sufi Muslims, and violence against civilians perpetrated by both insurgents and government
forces in the Sinai Peninsula."

War-torn South Sudan is No. 4 on the list. Its incredibly brutal civil war is expected to get even worse.

Greg Stanton, a professor at George Mason University and the president of Genocide Watch, agrees with the goal of the
Early Warning Project rankings but disagrees with their methods. Stanton says the Holocaust Museum's model is overly
dependent on national data that's often released only once a year.

"They tend to notice that there is a risk of genocide too late," Stanton says.

Rather than looking at statistics to try to predict mass killings, he argues that you should look at events.

"In other words, it's not enough to know that you have an authoritarian regime," he says. "It's important to know what that
authoritarian regime is doing."

Stanton has come up with a genocide prediction model based on 10 stages of genocide. His model starts with classification
of people by ethnicity, race or religion, moves through dehumanization, persecution and extermination before stage 10 —
denial during and immediately after a genocidal act.

Interestingly, the U.S. currently ticks off many of the early stages of a country headed for a bloodbath, according to
Stanton. There's polarization, discrimination, dehumanization. But strong legal and government institutions in the U.S.
are likely to block such a disaster from happening, he says.

The information that Genocide Watch and the Holocaust Museum are sifting through has been available to national
security agencies for decades. The big question is what to do with this information. At the time of the Rwandan genocide in
1994, Stanton was working in the State Department; he says top government officials knew that the violence was about to



begin.

"When President Clinton said after the Rwandan genocide, 'We really didn't know.' I'll be direct. He was lying. He did
know," Stanton says. "I've read the confidential cables that came in from Rwanda from our ambassador there months
before that genocide. And they knew it was coming."

Stanton's 10 stages of genocide and the Holocaust Museum's Early Warning Project are both attempts to spread
information more widely about the early rumblings of a genocide so that world leaders and others might be able to stop it.

 In Bangladesh, a 47-year-old war dominates election campaign rhetoric (Reuters) By Zeba Siddiqui
December 29, 2018

Bangladesh’s premier and ruling party leaders have attacked the opposition in the
bitter campaign for Sunday’s general election by relying on references to the
country’s 1971 war for independence from Pakistan.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman won the country that independence, and her Awami
League party has run a campaign on reminding the public of “war criminals”, “fake freedom fighters” and “collaborators”.

It has also sought to paint the entire opposition as an “anti-liberation” front.

“Do you want to vote for betrayers?” Hasina, who is seeking a third consecutive term, said at a public speech this month,
referring to Jamaat-e-Islami, an Islamist group that opposed the independence movement and several of whose members
have been sentenced to death or life in prison for war crimes.

She says the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) is also culpable due to its traditional ties with Jamaat.

In the election, the BNP – in disarray following the jailing of its leader and former prime minister Khaleda Zia for alleged
corruption - has joined smaller parties to form the National Unity Front alliance, headed by secular leader Kamal Hossain.
The BNP did not contest the 2014 election, saying it would not have been fair.

Hossain, an 82-year-old Oxford-educated international jurist and close ally of Hasina’s father in freedom struggle, has not
been spared the attacks.

In a recent interview, Hasina’s political adviser H.T. Imam questioned Hossain’s role in the independence struggle and
said it would be an “exaggeration” to call him a freedom fighter. He said he did not question Hossain’s patriotism, but
argued that “the way that he is portrayed as a significant freedom fighter is very wrong.” Hasina has separately accused
Hossain of “joining hands with war criminals and terrorists.”

In a country that won independence only 47 years ago, memories of the nine-month-long Liberation War that claimed the
lives of many thousands of people are still fresh in the minds of the older generation, making it a poignant campaign tool.

But it is used so frequently that it has often dominated the campaign, taking the spotlight away from civic issues, such as
jobs, wages, and road safety, let alone any discussion of alleged human rights abuses under the government.

“The freedom movement is a convenient excuse to peddle. It’s not just about whether you are in league with the Jamaat or
not,” said CR Abrar, a professor of international relations at the University of Dhaka.

“The independence struggle was also about equality, justice, and human rights. Where is the conversation on that?”

Hasina’s government has been accused of extrajudicial killings, rampant arrests of critics and opposition workers, and
curbs on the media – charges the government denies. The opposition alliance has vowed to reduce controls and “restore
democracy” in Bangladesh, while also promising to retain a war crimes tribunal set up under Hasina.

Weeks before elections, a tense ‘docudrama’ on Hasina’s life released in cinemas in Bangladesh depicted how most of her
family, including her father who is known in the country as the Father of the Nation, was assassinated in 1975 in an army
coup while she was away with her sister in Germany. Hasina refers to the BNP as thugs in the film.

Whether the war rhetoric will work is yet to be seen. Millions of new voters - many under 25 - are registered for Sunday’s
polls, which will be the country’s first fully competitive election in a decade. Some Awami League leaders said the party’s
campaign was also focused on educating that young generation about the war.

“Now, the younger generation is getting a sense of what the history is about,” historian and writer Syed Badrul Ahsan said.
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 Ex Aequo Et Bono: The Uses of the Road Never Taken
By Shai Dothan
Research Handbook on the International Court of Justice (Achilles Skordas (ed.), Elgar Publishing,
(2019), Forthcoming
December 19, 2018

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) can decide cases either according to the
sources of international law(the law route) or—if the parties so choose—
according to justice, "ex aequo et bono" (the justice route).

The ICJ has never issued a judgment in the justice route, which indicates that no pair of parties simultaneously agreed to
choose that option. This raises two questions: (1) Why do parties never choose the justice route? (2) Does the justice route
serve any purpose despite its disuse? The paper suggests that the existence of the justice route does help the ICJ to
promote the peaceful settlement of disputes. The justice route can serve a screening function: a party that chooses the
justice route signals to the other party the weakness of its case and thus indicates that it is likely to accept a low settlement
offer. These parties will settle out of court, which explains the lack of judgments in the justice route. When parties decide
to choose the law route, they also signal their loyalty to international law and thus improve their international reputation.
Finally, the presence of the justice route helps frame the law route as more legally constrained. It thus helps the ICJ to
project that it applies the law instead of making policy.
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