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 Special Criminal Court opens bringing hope to victims of brutal conflict (Relief Web) October 27, 2018

A new court in Central African Republic established to investigate serious violations
of human rights and alleged war crimes in the conflict-scathed country, held its
inaugural session this week.
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The Special Criminal Court, passed by law in 2015, will now officially begin investigations into some of the most serious crimes
against humanity committed in the country since January 2003.

Comprised of local and international staff and backed by the United Nations, the creation of the SCC is a vital and welcomed
move for a country locked in conflict for much of its recent history.

The latest conflict erupted in 2012 after militia overthrew president François Bozizé, and the power grab sparked deadly
violence among the mainly Muslim Séléka armed groups and the predominantly Christian anti-balaka militias, as well as
others.

The ensuing civil war has killed thousands and displaced more than 700,000. It is estimated that more than 14,000 children
have been recruited by its various warring parties. According to the UN’s latest [Children and Armed Conflict
report[(https://reliefweb.int/node/2672174), verified cases of child recruitment quadrupled in 2017 compared to 2016.

The ongoing nature of violence in the CAR, like many global conflicts, has led to a breakdown of government frameworks and
institutions meaning holding those accountable for child recruitment, sexual abuse, murder and other heinous crimes is a near
impossible task.

And while the International Criminal Court has tried several individuals on charges of child recruitment – the ongoing trial of
former LRA commander Dominic Ongwen is one notable example – no one from CAR has ever been arrested and tried at The
Hague.

It is why the commencement of proceedings at the SCC is such an important step and a brave move in a country where 80% of
the territory is still believed to be under armed group control.

The SCC can play a significant role in ending the impunity which has long-reigned in the country and its formation shows a
rejection of past amnesties afforded to criminal acts.

Based in Bangui and with many national judges and prosecutors involved, the SCC is not only well-placed to prosecute those
found guilty under international legal standards but also to encourage national and locally adapted reconciliation processes.

In a statement on 26 October, the UN Human Rights office said: “The credibility and legitimacy of prosecution initiatives
require that they be conducted in a non-discriminatory and objective manner, regardless of who the alleged perpetrators may
be.

“We therefore commend ongoing efforts by the SCC, with the support of the State and interested partners, to seek to reinforce
or develop the national and international capacity for investigation and prosecution, as well as to promote an independent,
impartial and effective judiciary, ensuring also the means to mount adequate legal defence.”

In such a challenging environment where violence persists and many of its citizens live in fear of further unrest and attacks,
the SCC may offer a glimmer of hope for the thousands of victims in CAR.

 Central Africa rebels issue ultimatum to government officials (Daily Mail) October 27, 2018

Central African Republic's ex-Seleka rebels on Saturday gave government officials in
areas under their control 48 hours to leave.

The ultimatum came a day after the sacking of the National Assembly president which the rebels say was illegal.

"The state representatives posted in the zones occupied by the armed groups of the ex-Seleka have 48 hours to leave those
zones," Abdoulaye Hissene, the leader of the ex-Seleka and of the National Defence and Security Council, which comprises
several ex-Seleka armed groups, told AFP.

Deputies in the National Assembly voted out their president, Karim Meckassoua, in a censure motion late Friday.

The move against Meckassoua, who represents a predominantly Muslim neighbourhood in Bangui as MP, was not justified by
any wrongdoing and therefore "illegal", Hissene said. "We think it happened because he's a Muslim," he said.

The ex-Seleka rebels are themselves mostly Muslim.

But government spokesman Ange-Maxime Kazagui denied any religious motives in the dismissal of the National Assembly
president.

"Those who launched the censure procedure raised management problems. At no time was the religious question raised," he
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said.

After years of confrontation between Muslim and Christian groups, the election of Meckassoua in 2016 was seen as a symbol
of reconciliation between communities in the Central African Republic.

But observers have also said that relations between Meckassoua and President Faustin-Archange Touadera, a Christian, have
never been good.

Several hundred people demonstrated on Tuesday to protest against the upcoming censure motion against Meckassoua.

One demonstrator, Moussa, warned that there would be "total crisis in this country" if the parliamentary chief was ousted.

Sporadic gunfire was heard in the PK5 neighbourhood late Friday, and also in rebel strongholds Bria and Bambari, but it was
not clear whether there was any link with Meckassoua's fate.

The Central African government controls only a small part of its territory, with vast parts living under the control of armed
groups.

The country of 4.5 million inhabitants, rich in diamonds and uranium, counts among the world's poorest.

 France warns on Russian arms and advisers in Central African Republic (The Telegraph) By Alec
Luhn
October 29, 2018

France has warned that the growing presence of Russian military advisors and
weapons in the Central African Republic could exacerbate tensions in the war-torn
nation.

The statement comes after a rebel leader demanded Russia explain the presence of its “mercenaries” in the country.

A French colony until 1960 and one of the poorest countries in the world, the CAR has suffered from fighting since 2013, when
mostly Muslim rebels overthrew the government but were pushed back by Christian militias.

The United Nations Security Council allowed Russia in 2017 to begin delivering arms to the country's new Christian president,
and Moscow sent 175 instructors to train CAR troops earlier this year. The president's personal guard is now reportedly made
up largely of Russians.

Last week Moscow said it would send more arms and instructors in the greatest show of influence in Africa since Soviet times.

“Africa belongs to Africans and no one else, no more to the Russians than the French,” French defence minister Florence Parly
told the weekly Jeune Afrique. “Russia has asserted its presence in the Central African Republic in recent months, it is true,
but I am not sure that this presence and the actions deployed by Moscow, like the agreements negotiated in Khartoum at the
end of August, help to stabilise the country.”

Armed groups signed a tentative agreement in August that Russia and Sudan helped to broker.

French peacekeepers are in the CAR as part of a UN mission.

After a Muslim assembly leader was kicked out by a censure vote on Friday, Abdoulaye Hissene, head of the National Defence
and Security Council (CNDS), which includes former rebel groups, demanded all state officials and Russian “mercenaries”
leave areas under CNDS control.

He accused the Russians of being involved in the “parliamentary coup” against the Muslim leader and said Moscow must
explain the “dangerous” role that Kremlin-linked mercenaries were playing in the country.

Suspicions have previously been raised that Russians are cutting deals with rebels and deploying mercenaries to guard the
extraction of gold, diamonds and uranium. The foreign ministry said earlier this year Russia and the CAR had agreed on joint
“exploratory mining concessions”.

Three Russian journalists were killed in the CAR this summer while investigating Wagner group mercenaries linked to
Yevgeny Prigozhin, a catering magnate known as “Putin's chef”.

The large amount of cash the journalists were carrying was not stolen, nor was their equipment.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/10/29/france-warns-russian-arms-advisers-central-african-republic/
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In February, Wagner mercenaries were killed by US airstrikes in Syria while attacking a Kurdish-held oil and gas refinery.

Prigozhin has been indicted by the United States for funding a troll factory that interfered in the 2016 presidential election.

The Russian trolls have allegedly been targeting the November 6 mid-term elections, and an accountant at the troll factory was
charged this month with defrauding the United States.

 France pledges weapons and financial aid for Central African Republic (The Defense Post) By Fergus
Kelly 
November 2, 2018

France will give its former colony Central African Republic weapons and €24 million
($27.4 million) in aid, Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian announced on Friday,
November 2.

“France wishes to continue its historical partnership with the Central African Republic,” the minister told journalists in Bangui
after meeting President Faustin-Archange Touadera.

Le Drian, who was on a two-day visit to the country, signed aid agreements worth €24 million in 2018 for the payment of
salaries and pension arrears, to develop regions near neighbour Cameroon affected by massive population displacements, and
build bridges to open access to parts of the country.

He also announced that France would “soon deliver arms” – specifically 1,400 assault rifles – for the Central African Armed
Forces (FACA), AFP reported.

“We are doing this within the strict, respectful, and transparent framework of the United Nations, in total transparency
concerning the origin, the routing, and the delivery” of the arms, Le Drian said.

“It would be absurd to train soldiers and not to give them the means to perform their duties,” he added.

“We are working to ensure that the Central African Republic regains its sovereign rights,” CAR’s foreign minister Charles-
Armel Doubane said, RFI reported.

Doubane said it is “time for France to make available to FACA, within the strict framework of international commitments …
these assault rifles, and we are delighted,” TV5 Monde reported.

Thousands of people have died in CAR, 700,000 have been internally displaced and another 570,000 have fled abroad in
fighting since 2013, when the Seleka coalition of mainly Muslim rebel groups toppled longtime leader Francois Bozize, a
Christian, who himself seized power in a coup.

Seleka was officially disbanded within months, but many fighters refused to disarm, becoming known as ex-Seleka. Many
others joined the mainly Christian anti-Balaka militia to fight the Seleka, leading to a spiral of violence between groups along
both religious and ethnic lines.

Touadera’s weak government controls around a fifth of the country and relies heavily on the United Nations peacekeeping
mission Minusca for support. The rest is controlled by at least 14 different militia groups who often fight each other for control
of revenue from extortion, roadblocks or mineral resources.

The U.N. Security Council imposed an arms embargo in 2013 and in January unanimously extended its sanctions against CAR
until January 31, 2019, but weapons shipments for the security forces can be approved with special pre-approval by a
sanctions committee.

The embargo was last year lifted by the Security Council to allow delivery of Russian weapons for CAR’s armed forces. The
United Nations has verified, with the defense ministry and Russia, weapons deliveries from Russia.

Russian advisors work with the CAR’s military and provide security and advice to Touadera. Moscow also recently signed a
military cooperation agreement with CAR offering the possibility for Central African officers and NCOs to be trained in
Russian military schools.

The European Union also has a training mission in the CAR, and in July the bloc the extended EUTM-RCA until 2020,
pledging €25 million ($29 million) to help reform the country’s defense sector. The scope of the mission has also been
modified to give strategic advice to the president’s cabinet, interior ministry and police, as well as the military.

Russia’s Ambassador to CAR Sergey Lebanov said on September 17 that a second shipment of Russian arms and ammunition
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“is in preparation,” and will be delivered once it has been approved by the U.N. Security Council.

In June, France, the United States and the United Kingdom put a hold on a request from Central African Republic for U.N.
Security Council approval of weapons shipments from China.

Also in June, the E.U.’s diplomatic chief Federica Mogherini proposed a new €10.5 billion ($12.4 billion) “peace facility” that
could pay for military equipment, including lethal weaponry, for partner countries in crisis zones such as the Central African
Republic and Africa’s Sahel region.

In September, Parfait Onanga-Anyanga, the U.N. special envoy to the CAR, said that the need for weapons was “undeniable”
as the Central African Republic government builds its armed forces, but urged transparency in the flow of arms.

“China, but also the United States, have proposed new quantities of weapons,” Onanga-Anyanga said. “It’s for a good reason.”

Onanga-Anyanga’s came after Touadera reiterated a call for “the total lifting of the arms embargo that still weighs on our
national army” in an address to the annual U.N. General Assembly.

France, Belgium, China and the U.S. have recently supplied equipment for CAR’s military, but that equipment is understood
not to include weaponry.

 Central African Republic hospital saving refugees from armed groups (Devdiscourse) November 6,
2018

Some 5,000 people seeking refuge in a hospital in the Central African Republic (CAR)
risk being attacked by armed groups, a medical charity said on Tuesday, amid
ongoing clashes.

About 10,000 people ran to the hospital in Batangafo, some 400 km (250 miles) north of the capital Bangui, last week, after
armed groups looted and burned thousands of homes, three camps hosting 27,000 displaced and a market in the city.

Half of those camped out in the hospital grounds have since joined others hiding in the bush or other villages, Omar Ahmed
Abenza, head of mission for Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) in CAR, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation from Bangui.

"People don't feel safe anywhere in the city," he said, adding that MSF staff working in the town regularly heard gunshots and
grenades in and around Batangafo.

CAR has faced near-constant armed conflict since 2013, when a mostly Muslim Seleka rebel coalition overthrew then-
president Francois Bozize, prompting reprisals from Christian and animist 'anti-balaka' militias.

Despite electing a new leader in 2016, the country has been mired in tit-for-tat inter-communal violence and political
instability.

CAR is one of the world's most dangerous countries for humanitarian workers, with MSF suffering an average of three attacks
a month on its facilities, vehicles and staff last year.

Abenza said the hospital cannot guarantee the safety of the thousands of people sleeping in the hospital grounds in temporary
shelters hastily built from carpets, clothing and other belongings.

"For us, it's almost impossible to control who goes in and out. We can't deny access to the population," he said.

"Our security is basically ensured through the constant conversations with the leaders of the armed groups."

The situation is also dire in Bambari, in central CAR, where there were also clashes last week, with many people "too scared to
leave their homes to seek medical treatment", he said.

The World Food Programme (WFP) said on Tuesday that 1.9 million people in CAR do not have enough to eat - the highest
figure since 2014 when the country was rocked by widespread sectarian violence.

"Fresh, ever more harrowing, reports continue to emerge suggesting only continuing exacerbation of an already profoundly
grave situation," WFP spokesman Herve Verhoosel said.

"Prompt international and regional attention and action are urgently needed to ward off a human tragedy."

 Fears of arms race in CAR as armed groups fight government (RFI) By Christina Okello
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“What we’ve seen since 2018 (...) is that ex-Seleka [Islamic militias] factions are
now joining forces, because they are seeing the CAR government getting stronger,
and this is a threat," says Nathalia Dukhan, author of The Enough Project's new
report: Shifting Alliances, Foreign Interference: Mapping the Web of Armed Groups
in the Central African Republic.

The threat began when Russia entered the picture in November last year, authorised by the United Nations to supply weapons
to CAR’s new EU-trained army.

"As the rebel groups see the government increase its military power, they will also try and maintain their position and increase
their military power," Dukhan told RFI.

This perceived threat has led to new alliances being formed between former foes, with Seleka Muslim groups joining anti-
Balaka Christian factions.

Yet these alliances are purely opportunistic, driven by a thirst for power, explains Dukhan.

“Diamond and gold is one of their main sources of income, and a central reason for their local fights and rivalry," she says.
"But it’s not just mining, it’s also pastoralism."

Farmers, like miners, are having to pay money to the different armed groups. Raising taxes and controlling mining revenues
are key to their survival.

The money collected is "transformed into arms to kill”, comments Dukhan, saying that the armed groups then turn to Sudan
or the Democratic Republic of Congo to buy weapons.

In this context, the recent decision by France to sell weapons to the army to help build its capacity, has come under scrutiny.

"It’s certainly not a good idea, because armed groups continue to be able to obtain arms in the region," warns Dukhan.

"This is of course a tricky issue to bring arms into a conflict," reckons Florent Geel, Africa Director of the International
Federation of Human Rights.

"But at the same time, the Central African Republic needs to rebuild its own army to face rebels and armed groups," he told
RFI.

"Hundreds of civilians are killed because of a lack of capacity of the UN to bring back security. "

An attack in May against a Roman Catholic church in the capital Bangui, underscored just how volatile the security situation
is.

At least 16 people were killed and 99 others injured when men allied with the Seleka, whose takeover of Bangui five years ago
set off the country’s continuing conflict, stormed the Notre Dame de Fatima church.

"The Central African authorities have a right to protect themselves," continues Geel. "It's their country, they have a right to try
to re-establish security, but not in any manner and under any circumstances."

[back to contents]
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Thousands of elated citizens gathered in South Sudan’s capital of Juba on Wednesday to celebrate an agreement signed in
September between the President and his former deputy, which it is hoped will finally end years of brutal conflict across the
world’s youngest country.

“To see parties that have previously been divided by violence coming together here in Juba, in a public sign of unity, sends a
strong signal to the citizens of this country that you are genuinely committed to end the suffering and building durable peace,”
remarked David Shearer, UN Special Representative and Head of the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).

In a gesture of reconciliation, President Salva Kiir announced the imminent release of former deputy and opposition leader
Riek Machar’s spokesperson, who has been detained since late 2016 on charges of treason.

Alongside President Kiir and Mr. Machar, other Heads of State, high-level representatives and leaders from other opposition
groups attended the event marking the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict, which was billed as a
celebration of “the Dawn of Peace, Appreciating Friends, Cherishing Reconciliation and Unity”.

Mr. Shearer also paid tribute to heads of the East African Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and the
governments of neighbouring Sudan and Uganda for their critical role in securing the peace agreement.

“We will prove sceptics wrong by sincerely implementing the agreement fully, in letter and spirit – South Sudan President
Kiir”

After several “false starts” to the protracted peace process, which began with an agreement in 2015, some questioned whether
the September deal signed would hold. The UNMISS head cited trust as “the key ingredient needed at every step” moving
forward.

“The big challenge ahead is to build trust and confidence between the parties – and between the parties and the people,” Mr.
Shearer said, adding that it was the responsibility of “all of us here today; officials, civil society, religious leaders and the
international community” to do so.

The signatories unanimously stressed their commitment to translating peace-promoting words into action while underscoring
the need for the international community to politically and economically support the way forward.

“We will stand alongside the parties as they move forward in peace,” Mr. Shearer said. “We will use our resources and our
presence across the country to support reconciliation and peacebuilding.”

President Kiir offered the South Sudanese people something of a mea culpa, saying that “as president, I want to apologize to
all the parties of the conflict, and to the people of South Sudan, for our betrayal of the promise of our struggle for
independence.”

“We will prove sceptics wrong by sincerely implementing the agreement fully, in letter and spirit,” he said.

 UN pushes for prosecution of Darfur war crimes (WORLD CGTN) November 2, 2018

A U.N. watchdog is pushing for the prosecution of security forces for attacks in
Darfur from 2014-2016 as well as cooperation with the International Criminal Court,
which has issued an arrest warrant for Sudan President Omar al-Bashir.

The United Nations Human Rights Committee, whose independent experts uphold a landmark treaty on civil and political
rights, reviewed Sudan's record and issued its findings on Thursday.

“The Committee is concerned that not only has (Sudan) failed to hold to account perpetrators under domestic law, but it has
also refused to cooperate with the International Criminal Court, which has issued arrest warrants against Sudanese nationals
and officials on charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes,” the panel said.

Thousands of people have been killed in Sudan's civil wars, including the western Darfur region where rebels have been
fighting against Bashir's government since 2003.

In July, the government extended until year-end a three-year-old unilateral ceasefire with rebels in Darfur, Blue Nile and
South Kordofan.

The ICC issued arrest warrants for Bashir in 2009 and 2010 over his alleged role in war crimes including genocide in Darfur
province, which he strongly denies.
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“We expressed concerns regarding the fact that large-scale attacks against civilians, including in operations in Darfur between
2014 and 2016, remained unpunished,” Sarah Cleveland, panel vice chair, told a news briefing.

 South Sudanese authorities release SPLM-IO’s James Dak (Sudan Tribune) November 3, 2018

South Sudanese authorities Friday handed over SPLM-IO leader’s spokesperson
James Gatdet Dak and South African military expert William Endley to the Red Cross
after their release in line with the presidential pardon on Wednesday.

Dak and Endley had to be released on Thursday but the matter was delayed to Friday because President Salva Kiir declared
Thursday a public holiday.

The two were released from the Juba Central Prison and handed over to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
officials in the South Sudanese capital.

The National Prison Service spokesperson Anthony Oliver Legge told reporters that Endley would be deported to his country
South Africa, as instructed by the president.

Following his release, Dak said he was happy for his freedom and thanked President Salva Kiir for the pardon.

“I want to express my happiness that I am free again after two years in detention and prison. Incidentally, I think this is the
same day I was arrested in Nairobi on November the 2nd 2016, and today is the 2nd of November 2018," said James Dak.

“I want to thank his Excellency the President General Salva Kiir Mayardit for ordering my release. I am happy because this will
enable me to reunite with my family members and friends after a long period of time,” he added.

When asked about his projects, Dak repeated that he wants to be with his family for the time being and he would return to
Juba when the time is approaching for the formation of the new government of national unity.

It was reported he would travel to Khartoum.

The former prisoners had been sentenced to death On 12 and 23 February 2018 respectively.

Amnesty International in a statement on Thursday urged the Kenyan government to investigate the arrest of James Dak and
his deportation to Juba.

Kenyan authorities keep silent over what happened to Dak and refuse to comment on the case.

For his part, the South African former military Endley thanked President Kiir for his release and the "magnificent speech" he
made at the peace celebration function expressed his gratitude for the South Sudanese people.

"The President’s words if effected are the way forward for this beautiful country," he further said and vowed to return in the
future.

 EU Wants Rights Violators in South Sudan Punished (All Africa) By Nelson Wesonga
November 5, 2018

The European Union (EU) has implored the parties to the conflict in South Sudan to
hold to account persons accused of committing violence.

"We expect all parties to hold perpetrators of violence to account and ensure that transitional justice and accountability
mechanisms are in place for the people of South Sudan," the EU said in an October 31 press statement.

Additionally, the EU called for the release of all prisoners of war, which, going by reports, President Salva Kiir's government
has been doing since September.

The latest prisoners it has released are James Gatdet, the former spokesperson of Dr Riek Machar, the vice president, and Mr
William Endley, a South African national.

On September 27, the Sudan Tribune reported that President Kiir had ordered to release all the prisoners of war, and
detainees in line with the revitalised peace agreement.

The newspaper said Mr Kiir stressed the need to register and hand over the released prisoners and detainees to the Red Cross.

Relatedly, The New York Times reported on October 25 that South Sudan had released five prisoners of war though none of
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the five appeared to be among the senior members of Mr Machar's rebel faction.

The EU said it is important that all parties immediately observe the provisions of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement of
December 2017 and disengage and separate their forces in close proximity as agreed by them.

"Full and unimpeded humanitarian access throughout the country is equally paramount. Recent reports have documented
grave human rights violations and abuses in South Sudan, some of which may amount to war crimes and crimes against
humanity," the statement said. "We expect all parties to hold perpetrators of violence to account, and ensure that transitional
justice and accountability mechanisms are in place for the people of South Sudan.

"The full implementation of actions, such as releasing all prisoners of war and political detainees, would build confidence
among South Sudanese parties and with the international community and is critical for an effective peace process, with
political and economic inclusiveness, transparency and accountability."

[back to contents]

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Official Website of the International Criminal Court
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 Adopting Resolution 2439 (2018), Security Council Condemns Attacks by Armed Groups in
Democratic Republic of Congo Jeopardizing Response to Ebola Outbreak (SC/13559) (Relief Web)
October 30, 2018

The Security Council today adopted a resolution condemning attacks by armed
groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and their role in exacerbating the
country’s ongoing Ebola outbreak, while demanding full, safe, immediate and
unhindered access for the humanitarian and medical personnel working to save lives
and prevent the virus from spreading across the region.

Adopting resolution 2439 (2018) by consensus, the Council reiterated its deep concern about the Democratic Republic of the
Congo’s overall security and humanitarian situation, noting that both are exacerbated by the destabilizing activities of foreign
and domestic armed groups. Recalling that the country’s Government bears the primary responsibility to protect civilians
within its territory — including from crimes against humanity and war crimes — it expressed further concern about the
security situation in areas affected by the recent Ebola outbreak and called for the immediate cessation of hostilities by all
armed groups, including the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF).

Condemning in the strongest terms all attacks by armed groups — including those posing serious security risks for responders
and jeopardizing the response to the Ebola outbreak — the Council demanded that all parties fully respect international law
and ensure full, safe, immediate and unhindered access for humanitarian and medical personnel, as well as their equipment,
transport and supplies.

By other terms of the text, the Council stressed the need for the international community to remain engaged in the
strengthening of national health systems in line with the needs of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
noting that such efforts are instrumental in preventing a deterioration of the present crisis or addressing a future recurrence.
It also emphasized the need for the Government, along with all relevant actors, to enhance efforts to implement — and
communicate to the public — the established safety and health protocols and preventive measures to mitigate misinformation
and undue alarm about the transmission and extent of the outbreak.

In addition, the Council took note of the World Health Organization’s (WHO) latest risk assessment regarding regional
spread, expressing concern about the potential for the virus to expand to Uganda, Rwanda, South Sudan and Burundi. In that
regard, it encouraged the Governments of those countries to continue efforts to prepare for operational readiness and
emphasized the importance of maintaining flexible international support — financial, technical and in-kind — to bring the
Ebola outbreak successfully under control.

Speaking following the adoption, Taye Atske Selassie (Ethiopia), one of the resolution’s two main co‑sponsors along with
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Sweden, noted that negotiations on the text were sparked by two recent briefings to the Council from the WHO
Director‑General. Commending the leadership of the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo in responding to
the Ebola outbreak, he declared: “Humanitarian actors are operating under enormous difficulties to save lives.” Today’s
resolution underscores the need to address the security risks that are complicating those critical efforts even further.
Welcoming concerted efforts by WHO and the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (MONUSCO), he said that while the former has decided that a “public health emergency of international
concern” should not be declared at this time, officials remain deeply concerned and have called for intensified and ongoing
vigilance.

Carl Skau (Sweden) said the text sends a clear message to all those involved in front‑line response efforts in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and neighbouring countries. Emphasizing that those working to save lives on the ground must never
become targets themselves, he noted that the text commends the continued leadership of the WHO and other relevant actors
and aims to remind all stakeholders of the importance of strengthening national health systems. In addition, it calls for full,
safe and unhindered humanitarian access and accelerating funding to combat the outbreak. Noting that Sweden intends to
provide additional funding to those efforts, he asked other Member States to consider doing the same, emphasizing that the
Democratic Republic of the Congo stands at a pivotal moment in its history.

The meeting began at 10 a.m. and ended at 10:10 a.m.

Resolution

The full text of resolution 2439 (2018) reads as follows:

“The Security Council,

“Expressing grave concern about the most recent outbreak of the Ebola virus in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the
fact that this epidemic is occurring in the context of much wider humanitarian needs, in a country whose people have suffered
from the recurrence of the disease, armed conflict and violence for the last few decades,

“Recognizing the recurring threat of the Ebola virus in the region since it was first discovered in 1976 and recalling its
Resolution 2177 (2014) concerning the 2014 Ebola virus outbreak in West Africa,

“Recalling its determination in resolution 2409 (2018) that the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo continues to
constitute a threat to international peace and security in the region, and expressing concern that this security situation
negatively impacts the ability to respond to and contain the outbreak of the Ebola virus,

“Reaffirming its strong commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and all States in the region, and emphasizing the need for cooperation and coordination with the
Democratic Republic of the Congo to address the Ebola situation, as well as with the States in the region, as appropriate,

“Noting the reports presented to the Security Council on 28 August and on 3 October 2018 by the Director‑General of the
World Health Organization (WHO),

“Commending the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo for its leadership in responding to the Ebola
outbreak, particularly for providing free health care in affected health zones, as well as for its daily reporting on the status of
the outbreak,

“Expressing appreciation for the efforts of all humanitarian and health workers on the ground, including WHO and its
partners in the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network, as well as all other front-line actors involved in the response
effort,

“Commending the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO)
for providing support to the efforts of the government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, WHO and other actors to
respond to the Ebola outbreak in an extremely challenging and dangerous environment,

“Underscoring the need to address the security situation in the areas affected by the disease and condemning all attacks
against civilians,

“Expressing outrage and condemning in the strongest terms the recent attacks and the killings of two Congolese health
workers attached to a Congolese army unit helping to combat the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,

“Recalling resolution 2286 (2016) and urging all parties to the armed conflict to ensure full, safe, immediate and unhindered
access for humanitarian personnel and medical personnel, to patients and others in need; condemning acts of violence, attacks



and threats intentionally directed against medical personnel and humanitarian personnel exclusively engaged in medical
duties, their means of transport and equipment, as well as hospitals and other medical facilities, exclusively fulfilling a medical
or humanitarian function, as a violation of international humanitarian law; and deploring the long‑term consequences of such
attacks for the civilian population and the health-care system of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,

“Recalling the International Health Regulations (2005), which are contributing to global public health security by improving
the capacity of all countries to detect, assess, notify and respond to public health threats, underscoring the importance of
abiding by these commitments and urging Member States to follow the advice of the WHO Director‑General regarding the
current Ebola outbreak,

“Taking note of the cross‑border meeting among east African countries held in Entebbe, Uganda, on 3 October 2018, which
reviewed the implementation of cross-border disease surveillance activities and the status of emergency preparedness
activities in districts that border the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the East African Community; noting the need for
awareness creation among district leaders in their roles in implementing the International Health Regulations (2005), and
drawing attention to large‑scale population displacements in the region that could contribute to further spread of the Ebola
virus,

“Underscoring that the control of outbreaks of major infectious diseases requires urgent action and greater national, regional
and international collaboration and, in this regard, stressing the crucial and continued need for a WHO coordinated
international response in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in collaboration with the Government,

“Commending Member States and multilateral organizations that have provided crucial assistance, including financial
commitments, technical support and in-kind donations, to support the scaling up of emergency efforts to contain the Ebola
outbreak and interrupt transmission of the virus, including by providing flexible funds to relevant United Nations agencies
and international organizations, facilitating a more rapid and effective response and enabling them and national governments
to purchase supplies and enhance emergency operations in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and neighbouring countries,
as well as by collaborating with public and private sector partners to accelerate development of therapeutics, vaccines and
diagnostics to treat patients and limit or prevent further infection or transmission,

“Welcoming the efforts of the African Union (AU), through the Africa Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC)
in providing support to the government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, WHO and its partners through a united,
comprehensive and collective response to the outbreak, including through the deployment of healthcare workers to the eastern
part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,

“Emphasizing the role of all relevant United Nations System entities in supporting the national, regional and international
efforts to respond to the Ebola outbreak, and recognizing in this regard the leading role of WHO,

“Taking note of the WHO protocols to prevent the transmission of the Ebola virus disease between individuals, organizations
and populations, and underlining that the Ebola outbreak can be contained, including through the implementation of
established safety and health protocols and other preventive measures that have proven effective,

“1. Reiterates its deep concern regarding the overall security and humanitarian situation in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, exacerbated by destabilizing activities of foreign and domestic armed groups, recalls the strategic importance of the
implementation of the Peace, Security and Cooperation (PSC) Framework for the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the
region, and reiterates its call to all signatories to fulfil their respective commitments under this Framework in order to address
the root causes of conflict and put an end to recurring cycles of violence, and promote lasting regional development;

“2. Encourages the government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, WHO, and other Ebola responders to continue to
improve the transparency and accuracy of the daily reporting on the status of the outbreak;

“3. Recalls that the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo bears the primary responsibility to protect civilians
within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including protection from crimes against humanity and war crimes;

“4. Expresses serious concern regarding the security situation in the areas affected by the Ebola outbreak, which is severely
hampering the response efforts and facilitating the spread of the virus in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the wider
region; and calls for immediate cessation of hostilities by all armed groups, including the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF);

“5. Condemns in the strongest terms all attacks by armed groups, including those posing serious security risks for responders
and jeopardizing the response to the Ebola outbreak;

“6. Demands that all parties to the armed conflict fully respect international law, including, as applicable, international human
rights law and international humanitarian law, including their obligations under the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the
obligations applicable to them under the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977 and 2005, and further demands that all parties



ensure full, safe, immediate and unhindered access for humanitarian and medical personnel, and their equipment, transport
and supplies to the affected areas, and to respect and protect all civilians, including those in the region who are at risk of
Ebola, and humanitarian and health workers; stresses that humanitarian response teams and hospitals and other medical
facilities providing life-saving assistance and relief to those in need must be respected and protected, and that they must not
be a target, in accordance with international law;

“7. Notes the important positive role of MONUSCO, within its existing mandate, in supporting the efforts of the government of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, WHO and other actors to bring the Ebola outbreak successfully under control and in
ensuring, within its area of operations, effective protection of civilians;

“8. Emphasizes the need for the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and all relevant actors providing
assistance in response to the Ebola outbreak, to enhance efforts to communicate to the public, as well as to implement, the
established safety and health protocols and preventive measures to mitigate against misinformation and undue alarm about
the transmission and extent of the outbreak among and between individuals and communities; underscores the need to
enhance community engagement working closely with religious leaders, youth and women’s groups and with the families
themselves, including in the context of resumed humanitarian assistance efforts;

“9. Emphasizes that men and women are affected differently by the Ebola outbreak and underlines that a gender‑sensitive
response that addresses the specific needs of both men and women is required, and stresses the importance of the full, active
and meaningful engagement of women in the development of such responses;

“10. Stresses the need for continuous and improved surveillance of those who have been in contact with infected people as well
as the need for following up with Ebola survivors, ensuring they are clinically monitored to prevent any delayed clinical
manifestations and the risk of sexual transmission of Ebola; underlines the need to provide Ebola survivors with psychological
and social support to help them face and overcome possible stigmatization;

“11. Takes note of WHO’s latest assessment of the risk of regional spread and expresses great concern about the potential for
the virus to spread into Uganda, Rwanda, South Sudan and Burundi and encourages those governments to continue efforts to
prepare for operational readiness, in full cooperation with WHO;

“12. Emphasizes the importance of maintaining international support and engagement — financially, technically and in-kind
— to bring the Ebola outbreak successfully under control; stresses in this context the importance of flexible financial support
for the response efforts, enabling a more rapid and effective response, also expresses concern that the overall humanitarian
appeal for the Democratic Republic of the Congo remains severely underfunded;

“13. Encourages the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and countries of the region to continue efforts to
address and resolve the wider political, security, socioeconomic and humanitarian consequences of the Ebola outbreak, as well
as to provide sustainable and responsive public health mechanisms;

“14. Requests all relevant parts of the United Nations System to accelerate their response to the Ebola outbreak, within the
overall coordination of WHO, including by supporting the development and implementation of preparedness and operational
plans and liaison and collaboration with governments of the region and those providing assistance;

“15. Stresses the need for the international community to remain engaged in supporting the strengthening of national health
systems, in line with the needs of the government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which are instrumental in
preventing a deterioration of the present crisis or addressing a future recurrence;

“16. Welcomes action and results of the WHO Health Emergencies Programme and encourages WHO and the whole United
Nations system to build on and benefit from the lessons learned from the Ebola virus outbreak in West Africa in 2014, and to
continue to further strengthen its technical leadership and operational support, monitor Ebola transmission, assist in
identifying existing response needs and partners to meet those needs to facilitate the availability of essential data and hasten
the development and implementation of therapies and vaccines according to best clinical and ethical practices;

“17. Decides to remain seized of the matter.”

 Atrocity Alert No. 130 (7 November 2018): Democratic Republic of the Congo, Yemen and Nigeria
(Relief Web) November 7, 2018

Nobel Peace Prize brings global attention to epidemic of sexual violence in the DRC

On 5 October Dr. Denis Mukwege of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Ms. Nadia Murad of Iraq were awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for their work combating rape and sexual violence during armed conflict. Dr. Mukwege founded Panzi
Hospital in Bukavu city in eastern DRC in 1999. Since then the hospital has treated over 85,800 survivors of sexual violence
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and complex gynecological injuries. Winning the Nobel Prize has helped bring global attention to the use of sexual violence as
a weapon of war in the DRC.

A recent Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) report claims that between May 2017 and September 2018 its staff treated 2,600
victims of sexual violence in the town of Kananga in Kasaï Central Province of the DRC alone. Eighty percent of the victims
reported having been raped by armed men. Of the 2,600 people treated, 32 were men and 162 were children under the age of
15, including 22 under the age of five.

For several decades various predatory armed groups have utilized instability and the weakness of state authority in various
parts of the DRC to perpetrate mass atrocity crimes, including through the systematic use of rape and sexual violence.
However, with presidential elections scheduled for 23 December, much of the recent increase in violence has been linked to
competition between political forces and numerous armed groups vying for power.

On 4 November members of the Allied Democratic Forces armed group carried out raids in North Kivu Province, killing seven
civilians and abducting 15 children. The UN Joint Human Rights Office in the DRC has also reported that armed groups and
security forces carried out at least 92 extrajudicial executions during September.

As the DRC approaches its long overdue December elections, it is essential that the government and the UN peacekeeping
mission in the Congo (MONUSCO) intensify efforts to protect all civilians, including from sexual and gender-based crimes
that may constitute crimes against humanity under international law.

Famine and a possible UN Security Council resolution on Yemen

After three years of armed conflict, creating the world’s largest humanitarian crisis, the United States Secretary of Defense,
James Mattis, and Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, as well as the United Kingdom’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
Jeremy Hunt, all expressed support for a ceasefire in Yemen during the week of 29 October. Despite these public calls for an
end to the conflict, which has killed at least 16,000 civilians since March 2015, hostilities around the crucial port city of
Hodeidah have continued to escalate.

Since the Yemeni government - supported by the Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates (UAE)-led coalition - launched a
military offensive on Hodeidah city on 12 June, over 570,000 civilians have been displaced and civilian infrastructure has
been systematically targeted in airstrikes and by shelling. As a result of the conflict, the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has reported that the total number of people suffering severe food insecurity in Yemen could
soon reach 14 million, half of Yemen’s population.

In the wake of OCHA’s recent announcement that a famine of historic proportions is imminent in Yemen, as well as
expressions of support for a ceasefire by the United States and United Kingdom, there is renewed momentum for political
negotiations. After three years and eight months without a substantive resolution on Yemen, the UN Security Council (UNSC)
must finally take action.

A new UNSC resolution should reaffirm that all parties to the conflict in Yemen must uphold their responsibility to protect
civilians from war crimes and crimes against humanity. The Council should recall, in particular, the obligation to distinguish
between civilian populations and combatants, the prohibition against indiscriminate attacks, as well attacks against civilian
infrastructure.

The UNSC should also stress the need to end impunity for all violations of international humanitarian and human rights law,
and reaffirm that those responsible must be brought to justice, regardless of their position or affiliation.

The UNSC should also demand an immediate ceasefire in Hodeidah Governorate to enhance emergency humanitarian relief
efforts and avert a catastrophic famine.

Finally, Yemen’s armed conflict requires a sustainable political solution. The UNSC should urge the UN Secretary-General,
through his good offices and the efforts of his Special Envoy for Yemen, to expeditiously convene all parties to the conflict and
engage in formal peace talks, without preconditions.

Security forces shoot dead more than 40 protestors in Nigeria

Between 27 and 30 October at least 40 members of the Islamic Movement in Nigeria (IMN), a Shia political group, were killed
by the security forces after a march of about 1,000 IMN members turned violent. During a religious procession from the city of
Suleja to Abuja, IMN members also blocked traffic and protested the ongoing imprisonment of the movement’s leader,
Ibrahim el-Zakzaky.

After the IMN marchers allegedly took an unapproved route in Abuja, began blocking traffic, and started throwing rocks at the



security forces, the army and police used live ammunition against the crowd. In addition to fatally shooting at least 40 people,
more than 100 IMN members were wounded by gunfire, with Amnesty International claiming that “soldiers and police
approached IMN processions not to restore public order, but to kill.”

Shias make up approximately two to three percent of the population of Nigeria and the IMN has a long history of conflict with
the secular federal state. In 2015, following a confrontation between IMN members and the convoy of Tukur Buratai, the Army
Chief of Staff, soldiers shot and killed more than 340 IMN members in Kaduna State. The military claimed that the IMN had
tried to assassinate Buratai and subsequently arrested Mr. el-Zakzaky. The IMN leader has been held in detention ever since.

In June 2015 President Muhammadu Buhari promised to end impunity for crimes committed by the Nigerian security forces.
In August 2017 Vice President Yemi Osinbajo established a seven-member judicial panel to investigate the military’s
compliance with human rights obligations and rules of engagement. The government has delayed the report’s publication. In
the aftermath of last week’s events it is essential that all soldiers and police officers responsible for using deadly and
disproportionate force against civilians be held accountable for their actions.

 Expulsion of Congolese from Angola aggravates dire crisis in Kasai (Relief Web) November 1, 2018

An estimated 360,000 Congolese have crossed the border from Angola and back into
DR Congo during October. Most of them are arriving to Kasai, where the influx
aggravates an already dire humanitarian crisis and risks fuelling new conflicts,
warned the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). "The expulsion of Congolese from
Angola over the course of the last month is truly shocking and risk further
destabilizing the situation in Kasai," said Ulrika Blom, NRC DR Congo Country
Director. "Several hundred thousand people flooding across the border to Congo puts
an even greater strain on an already dire humanitarian situation."

During the month of October, an estimated 360,000 Congolese have poured across the nine border crossings that the
Democratic Republic of Congo shares with Angola. The people coming across the border are a mixed population of
longstanding migrant workers, as well as the thousands of refugees who had fled Congo when the Kasai regional conflict broke
out in the latter half of 2016 and into 2017.

An expulsion of unprotected Congolese citizens in such large numbers over a short period, poses a massive threat to the
already fragile and unstable context in the Greater Kasai Region. At least 2 million people in the region have returned to their
places of origin while 1.3 million remain displaced. With the funding of the Congo Humanitarian Response Plan well under 50
per cent and with a thin humanitarian presence in the region, there is a very serious risk that this latest influx of people in
need could fuel conflict and cause hundreds of thousands of people in need to battle over the meagre assistance available.

"Lacklustre donor response to the overall humanitarian crisis in DR Congo has come to haunt us with this latest emergency at
the Congo-Angola border," said Blom. "The 2018 humanitarian budget is basically obsolete because of the sheer number of
crises and setbacks we have experienced across the country over the last three months."

The conditions that the expelled face once they return to Congo are shocking. The risk of waterborne disease is high due to the
lack of latrines and sanitation systems. People are unable to bathe regularly due to lack of potable water in border towns like
Kamako. Thousands are sleeping outdoors, putting their security at risk, because there is no shelter or housing available for
the influx of people crossing the border. Extortion of goods on both sides of the border is rife. Expelled children-many of them
separated from their parents- are enrolling in local border schools without uniforms or any school materials.

Food prices for staple foods such as rice, flour and oil have tripled because Angolan merchants that normally crossed the
border to sell their produce are too afraid to do so, thus paralysing the economy of Congolese border communities. Finally, the
economic situation is further compounded by the fact that the value of the Angolan Kwanza, the currency many of the expelled
were using prior to being sent back to Congo, lost a third of its value since the beginning of the crisis in early-October.

"Hundreds of thousands of people have been robbed of their right to a dignified existence," said Blom. "This is not a crisis that
is about to begin, it is a full-blown emergency. The international community must urgently increase the funding for
humanitarian assistance."

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) is addressing some of the humanitarian challenges arising from Congolese expulsion
with rapid response interventions in the affected areas. The agency will provide water, shelter and cash, and will work to
improve the sanitation facilities in consortium with the French humanitarian organisation, Solidarités International, with
funding from UNICEF and the European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Operations agency (ECHO). NRC has already
assisted over 300,000 people in need across the Greater Kasai Region with cash, shelter, household items, education and food
since May 2017.

https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/expulsion-congolese-angola-aggravates-dire-crisis-kasai
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About NRC in DR Congo

The Norwegian Refugee Council is an aid organization working in over 30 countries globally. It set up in DR Congo in 2001,
and today helps communities in South Kivu, North Kivu, Ituri, Tanganyika and Kasaï-Central. We provide assistance in
education, land rights and civil documentation, food, household items and rapid response to people who are displaced, to
those returning from displacement and to host communities across the country.
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Lake Chad Region — Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon

 Food aid suspended in Lake Chad region over surge in Boko Haram attacks (PM News) October 27,
2018

A surge in Boko Haram violence has forced several major aid agencies to suspend
operations in part of western Chad, leaving tens of thousands of people without food
and health services for weeks, the United Nations said.

More than 150,000 people rely on aid to survive across the islands of Lake Chad, a battleground for the Nigeria-based Islamist
militant group Boko Haram, according to the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR).

Six aid organisations suspended operations in the island areas after a series of militant attacks in late September and early
October and have yet to resume, said the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

OCHA declined to name the agencies for security reasons, but the U.N. World Food Program (WFP) said it was one of the six.

Mbili Ambaoumba, UNHCR’s Chad representative, said most aid providers in the region had suspended their activities, and
that the attacks are presumed to have been carried out by Boko Haram.

“Aid agencies were providing basic social services such as health, education, and safe drinking water,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “This will definitely have an impact.”

WFP said it had halted food aid in part of the Lac region since a deadly attack on Oct. 10. In September it provided food to
about 120,000 displaced people in the area, the agency added.

“The security situation in the Lac region has deteriorated over the past six weeks, with… nocturnal attacks, pillaging and
systematic burning of houses,” said a WFP spokeswoman.

OCHA said in a statement that 13 people had been killed and five kidnapped in seven attacks in the Bol and Baga-Sola areas of
the Lac region in late September, and that the multinational task force battling Boko Haram had brought in reinforcements.

“Humanitarian actors in Chad are concerned about the resurgence of security incidents in the Lac region,” said OCHA’s
interim head of office Abdoulaye Sawadogo.

“They are putting every effort into resuming operations and ensuring safe delivery of aid to the most vulnerable populations,”
he told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Boko Haram has been fighting for nine years to carve out an Islamic state in northeast Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon.

The violence has killed more than 30,000 people and displaced about 2.7 million across the four countries, but Chad has
suffered fewer attacks overall than its neighbours.

 At least 16 Nigeria troops missing after Boko Haram attack (News24) November 7, 2018

At least 16 Nigerian soldiers are missing following clashes with Boko Haram jihadists
in the Lake Chad area, military and militia sources told AFP on Tuesday.

https://www.pmnewsnigeria.com/2018/10/27/food-aid-suspended-in-lake-chad-region-over-surge-in-boko-haram-attacks/
https://www.pmnewsnigeria.com/2018/10/27/food-aid-suspended-in-lake-chad-region-over-surge-in-boko-haram-attacks/
https://www.news24.com/Africa/News/at-least-16-nigeria-troops-missing-after-boko-haram-attack-20181107
https://www.news24.com/Africa/News/at-least-16-nigeria-troops-missing-after-boko-haram-attack-20181107


The Islamic State in West Africa (ISWAP) group, a faction of the Boko Haram, claimed responsibility for the attack in which it
said 15 soldiers were killed, according to SITE, which tracks the online activities of terrorist organisations.

The incident began when gunmen in several trucks attacked a military base and a local market in the town of Kukawa late on
Monday, briefly forcing troops out of the base.

"Our soldiers engaged the terrorists in a fierce battle following the attack," a military officer told AFP from Maiduguri, the
regional capital which lies about 180km to the south.

"So far, 16 soldiers are missing but search teams are combing the general area to locate them," said the officer, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

There were no immediate official reports of casualties on either side but a civilian militia group confirmed that 16 soldiers
were missing and also said one civilian had been killed in the crossfire.

The attack came hours after Boko Haram jihadists attacked soldiers in Kumshe village near the border with Cameroon.

Last month two Nigerian soldiers were killed when troops on foot patrol stepped on a mine around Kumshe.

Boko Haram has intensified its attacks on military targets in the northeastern states of Borno and Yobe in recent months.

The nine-year jihadist conflict which has spilt into Niger, Cameroon and Chad, has killed 27,000 people and left some 1.8
million homeless in Nigeria alone.
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 Two UN peacekeepers killed in Mali attacks (Aljazeera) October 28, 2018

Two United Nations peacekeepers have been killed and "several others" wounded in
two attacks in northern and central Mali, the UN mission in the west African country
has said.

MINUSMA said troops "repelled a complex attack" on Saturday at their base in Ber, 60km east of Timbuktu, launched from
several trucks armed with "rocket launchers, machine guns and other explosives".  

A second attack in Konna, in the central Mopti region, involved a UN vehicle running over an improvised explosive device,
wounding four Togolese peacekeepers.  

"According to an initial toll, two peacekeepers were killed and several others were wounded," the UN mission said in a
statement. Burkina Faso army has confirmed that two of its peacekeepers were killed in the Ber attack, with five others were
injured.

Most dangerous

The UN has deployed about 12,000 troops and police in its MINUSMA peacekeeping mission in Mali, which ranks as the most
dangerous country for blue helmets.  

"I strongly condemn this brutal attack, which will not dent our determination to support Mali in its march towards peace,"
said MINUSMA chief Mahamat Saleh Annadif in the statement, adding that attacks against peacekeepers "could constitute
war crimes".

Mali on Thursday extended by a year a state of emergency, in place since a deadly November 2015 attack on a hotel in capital
Bamako claimed 20 lives.

The state of emergency was due to expire at the end of this month and the cabinet approved the extension.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/10/peacekeepers-killed-mali-attacks-181028064048854.html
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It gives authorities greater powers to take measures to pre-empt attacks and accords more powers to security forces and
judicial authorities, the government said.

Mali, the eighth largest country in Africa and one of the poorest in the world, has been struggling to return to stability after al-
Qaeda-linked fighters took control of the northern areas of the country in early 2012, prompting France to intervene
militarily.   

The fighters were routed in a French-led military operation in 2013, but large stretches of the landlocked Sahel state remain
out of government control.  

Central Mali remains unstable owing to a resurgence of violence between ethnic groups, notably Fulani nomadic herders and
Dogon farmers over access to land.  

A peace deal between the government and armed groups was signed in 2015, but its implementation has been slow, while
attacks continue in central and northern parts of the country.
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 US, Norway Pledge to Solidify Ties with Liberia (Liberian Daily Observer) By Omari Jackson
October 26, 2018

The Senior Advisor for Africa at the United States Mission to the United Nations says
the United States is ready to work in order to further solidify the excellent ties
already subsisting between the United States and Liberia, particularly at the level of
the United Nations.

Ambassador Terence P. McCulley made the pledge recently when he paid a courtesy call on Ambassador Dee-Maxwell Saah
Kemayah, Sr., at the Permanent Mission of Liberia to the United Nations.  

Ambassador McCulley extolled President George Manneh Weah for what he termed as a successful participation in the High-
Level Debate of the 73rd session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).  

The American diplomat also congratulated Ambassador Kemayah for his election as Chairman of the United Nations Political
and Decolonization (Fourth) Committee and commended him for his leadership of such a crucial committee.  

According to a dispatch from the Permanent Mission of Liberia to the United Nations, Ambassador McCulley also used the
visit to share the United States’ interests at the United Nations, and sought Liberia’s support in a number of areas; including
the promotion of fundamental freedom, particularly the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of association, as well as
human rights.  

In response, Ambassador Kemayah thanked Ambassador McCulley for the visit and described it as a great start in taking the
excellent friendly ties between the United States and the Government of Liberia to a new and elevated level.  

He assured Ambassador McCulley that the Permanent Mission of Liberia to the United Nations under his leadership will work
in collaboration with the Permanent Mission of the United States, to ensure that the interests of both countries are mutually
projected.  

Ambassador Kemayah also assured the United States of the unwavering support of the Government of Liberia, particularly in
its pursuit to ensure that the human rights of all peoples are protected.  

In a related development, the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Norway to the United Nations Ambassador Tore
Hattrem also paid a courtesy visit on Ambassador Kemayah, pledging Norway’s commitment to continue working with Liberia
in the areas of energy and marine resources; peace, stability and security; climate change and the environment; and
development policy and humanitarian efforts.  

Ambassador Hattrem said in addition to Norway’s current support to Liberia, his country would encourage Norwegian
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investors to explore investment opportunities in Liberia, especially in the oil and gas sector.  

The dispatch from the Permanent Mission of Liberia to the United Nations quoted Ambassador Hattrem as expressing the
hope that his visit would serve as a great start in maintaining the already excellent ties of friendship subsisting between
Norway and Liberia, particularly at the highest diplomatic stage of multilateralism – the United Nations.  

Ambassador Kemayah expressed deep appreciation to Norway for its meaningful contributions to Liberia over the years and
welcomed its consideration to explore investment opportunities in Liberia, especially in the area of oil and gas, stressing that
Liberia was in urgent need of meaningful investments to help build its economy.  

Ambassador Kemayah praised the ties of friendship subsisting between Liberia and Norway, and assured that it will continue
to flourish under the leadership of President George Weah.

 Liberians against Amnesty’ for War, New Survey on Social Cohesion and Reconciliation Shows
(Front Page Africa) By James Harding Giahyue
October 30, 2018

Monrovia – A new survey on social cohesion and reconciliation (SCORE) has found
that majority of Liberians do not support amnesty for perpetrators of war crimes and
crimes against humanity. However, the survey revealed that majority of Liberians
seek apology, the truth and compensation from perpetrators as preconditions for
amnesty.

Monrovia – Liberia fought one of the 20th Centuries bloodiest civil wars, with an estimated 250,000 people killed and
thousands more displaced. The Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in 2009 recommended the country set
up a war crimes court to try alleged perpetrators, but that has yet to happen.

The survey found 69 percent of Liberians believe that amnesty for perpetrators is unfair to victims of the civil war, while 86
percent demanded the truth prior to the granting of amnesty. Another 88 percent also demanded apology, with 67 percent
strongly or somewhat of the view that perpetrators must pay their victims compensation.  

The survey also revealed that violent tendencies are on the increase across Liberia—especially in rural communities—with
Margibi scoring the grimmest result. The survey looked into aggression, political, and sexual and gender based violence
nationwide under violent tendencies. It further shows tension brewing among ethnic and religious groups all parts of the
country.  

Six thousand two hundred and ten people participated in the survey, answering more than 500 questions in more than one
hour, its researchers say.

SCORE is conducted in multi-ethnic societies worldwide. The survey was first conducted in Liberia in 2016. Funded by the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP), it was created by the Centre for Sustainable Peace and Democratic
Development (SeeD), based in Cyprus, where it has been conducted since 2013. The survey has also been conducted in Iraq,
Ukraine, Bosnia Herzegovina and Moldova.  

Opportunity for new President  

aron Weah, Country Representative of the Search for Common Ground, which partnered with SeeD for the conduct of the
SCORE survey in Liberia, said this year’s survey was meant to assess the legacy of the Liberian civil war (1989 -2003) and
sample the views of the public on reconciliation to see which areas needed urgent intervention amid the departure of UN
peacekeepers after more than a decade of peacekeeping.  

Weah said that the findings of the survey was an opportunity for President George Weah to address reconciliation in Liberia,
an area former President Ellen Johnson Sieleaf admitted she failed. “It provides huge dataset to understand the thinking of
society, the anger in the country and the opportunity for reconciliation, so that when we are talking about these things it is not
only speculation,” Weah added. “It is important for the government to see this (survey)…and the government knows that they
have some level of challenge. It’s an opportunity to address the challenges.”  

The TRC recommended that only ex-child soldiers and people who committed lesser crimes should qualify for amnesty. It
listed 98 “most notorious perpetrators” to be tried.  

President Weah has said implementation of the TRC—specifically war crimes court—is not a priority to his government. But he
has been under mounting pressure to set up the court. There is a petition before the Legislature for the court, and the UN
Human Rights Council has called on Liberia to implement the TRC recommendations. 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Weah of Search for Common Ground said the survey showed that people wanted the government to act. “For majority of
Liberians, this is not over yet,” Weah continued. “The need for closure is still far away. People want to know the truth about
what happened,” he said. “People want to see perpetrators mentioned in the TRC being remorseful about their actions, and
not someone coming up and saying ‘I owe apology to no one’. People want to see perpetrators give full account.”

 Human Rights’ CSOs Convene Stakeholders Confab Today (Liberian Daily Observer) November 7, 2018

Liberia’s Human Rights’ Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in collaboration with Finn
Church Aid (FCA) and the Center for Civil and Political Rights (CCPR), with support
from the European Union (EU), are convening a one-day national stakeholders
conference on November 7 in Monrovia, a release has said.

Today’s conference, according to the release, is to increase awareness on the recommendations from the Concluding
Observations adopted by the United Nations Human Rights Committee (HRC) on Liberia, and to explore opportunities for the
Liberian State to implement the recommendations.  

The UN Human Rights Committee is the body of independent experts that monitors implementation of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) by State parties. All State parties are obliged to submit regular reports to the
Committee on how the rights are being implemented. The Committee examines each report and addresses its concerns and
recommendations to the State party in the form of “concluding observations.”  

Following Liberia’s report on its implementation of the ICCPR and the 123rd Review Session of the ICCPR by the UN Human
Rights Committee, which took place on July 9 and 10, 2018, the Committee adopted its concluding observations on Liberia,
which highlighted recommendations made by the Liberian CSOs.  

The UN Human Rights Committee’s Concluding Observations outline concerns and set out appropriate measures to be taken
by the government on a range of issues, including Liberia’s Constitutional and legal framework; non-discrimination and
gender equality; harmful practices and gender-based violence; rights of the child; administration of justice and fair trial;
prison conditions; conduct of police officers and excessive use of force; death penalty; trafficking in persons and forced labor;
freedom of expression; impunity and past human rights violations, or participation in public affairs and customary land.  

In other developments, the UN Human Rights Committee, in keeping with rule 71, paragraph 5 of the Committee’s rules of
procedure, requested the Liberian government to provide by July 27, 2020, information on the implementation of the
recommendations made by the Committee.  

The HRC also requested the government to widely disseminate the ICCPR, Liberia’s report on its implementation of the
ICCPR, and the Committee’s concluding observations with a view to raising awareness of the rights enshrined in the ICCPR
among the judicial, legislative and administrative authorities, civil society and non-governmental organizations operating in
the country, and the general public.  

Today’s confab is expected to bring together various stakeholders from governmental and non-state actors working on human
rights-related issues, with the aim of finding ways in which the different sectors can work together and advance their common
cause towards ensuring the implementation of the recommendations included in the Committee’s concluding observations. 
 

The civil society and human rights community have, therefore, called on the Liberian government to fully implement the
recommendations set forth in the UN HRC Concluding Observations and also assure that follow-up mechanisms are being put
into place by the civil society and human rights community, to ensure the promotion and protection of human rights and
foster respect for the rule of law in the country.
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 What Happened to Museveni’s Peace and Sleep? (AllAfrica)
By Harold Kaija
November 2, 2018

Gruesome pictures of security goons abducting Mr Yusuf Kawooya near Christ the
King church in Kampala on 17th October 2018 shocked the country.

Unfortunately, that is not an isolated incident. Such scenes are much more frequent than is reported. Dr Ismail Kalule, whose
only crime was to stand surety for a terrorism suspect was arrested and spent 8 years on remand. He was re-arrested inside
the court premises by similar security goons on securing bail after to the State's failure to adduce evidence.

The same situation happened to a one Senfuka at Nakawa traffic junction, while Abdul Kateregga was shot and bled to death
while security operatives took pictures of his body. Gen Museveni and his NRM outfit have been touting the "peace" they
brought to Uganda since 1986 as their major achievement.

Wikipedia explains peace as "a lack of conflict (such as war) and FREEDOM from FEAR of VIOLENCE between individuals.
Former US President Ronald Reagan is quoted to have said, "Peace is not the absence of conflict, it is the ability to handle
conflict by peaceful means."

After violently capturing power in 1986, Mr Museveni and his occupational army assured Ugandans that they had brought
peace and sleep. They promised, in their Ten-Point Program, to uphold human rights including freedom and the right to life
and property.

In his 1996 election manifesto, Mr Museveni promised to consolidate peace. He followed up in his 2001 manifesto with the
same promise, listing six achievements amongst which was "overthrowing dictatorships" and asked for one more term, to
enable him "build pro-people institutions, professionalise the army and put in place a mechanism for an orderly succession."

What is the reality on the ground?

First, he did not retire. Instead, he removed all mechanisms for an orderly succession when he engineered the removal of the
term limits and recently the age limit which was the last constitutional safeguard that would have ensured a peaceful
transition of power in 2021.

For over 20 years, northern Uganda was in insurgency. Part of the reasons for the prolonged war was Mr Museveni's military
adamancy; he insisted on a military solution as opposed to a peace process. In 1994, then minister Betty Bigombe engaged the
rebels in peace talks but in the middle of confidence-building measures, Mr Museveni issued an ultimatum to the rebels to
either abandon the bush or be flushed out by the army. The peace efforts collapsed and the war went on!

The cost of war in terms of human life, property and financial implications was colossal. While the north was being ravaged by
the war, the south was grappling with bomb blasts that rocked the country in the 1990s with loss of life allegedly orchestrated
by the ADF rebels.

Then came the 2001 elections and the "Movement" political system revealed it's true face when Dr Kizza Besigye decided to
run for presidency. Violence, intimidation, voter bribery and vote rigging at levels never before witnessed in Uganda's history
marked the election period.

Besigye's first rally in Rukungiri was attacked by soldiers commanded by (then) Capt Patrick Kankiriho, leading to death and
grave injuries of innocent people. Then there was Major Kakooza Mutale's Kalangala Action Plan, which also rained terror on
citizens.

So much was the violence that the Electoral Commission chairman, Hajji Aziz Kasujja wrote a letter to Mr Museveni appealing
to him to reign in his army from interfering in the electoral process. The letter was tabled as evidence in the electoral petition
of 2001 in the Supreme court.

Gen Kale Kayihura, was appointed police boss in 2005. He understood his job-description to be 'to protect the Museveni from
political opposition at all costs' and steadily remodelled the police from a civilian force to a regime militia.

Everything else took a backseat. As a result, criminality soared as police was incompetent to prevent or in the least,
conclusively investigate incidents. By 2016, police was sitting on over 4,000 unresolved murders. The situation became so
embarrassing that they stopped compiling annual reports.
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The only area police remained sharp was the capacity and efficiency to clamp down on opposition activities. I once challenged
a district police commander (DPC) in Njeru to show me a part of the Public Order Management Act he was relying on to
disperse our Forum for Democratic (FDC) party meeting inside a restaurant.

The man failed to cite the law but still dispersed the meeting!

Activist Frank Gashumba summarised the malaise in the police when he posted a video of himself calling police for help over
fictitious "stolen car". The phone calls failed to go through to the police emergency line on the first attempts, and when he
eventually got through, the officers failed to answer it.

When they finally answered, they simply directed him to "go to the nearest police station" without giving directions and then
hang up. Every opposition politician worth his name is either in jail, out on bail or out on police bond. Working in cahoots
with the police is the office of the Directorate of Public Prosecutions who sanction any charge however silly as long as the
suspect is a regime opponent.

Dr Kizza Besigye probably holds the record for arrests and prosecution of an individual in Uganda. It doesn't bother them that
the charges are never sustainable, it is the inconvenience, financial drain and psychological torture that they are after.

Dr Besigye took then CID chief Elizabeth Kuteesa for fabricating evidence against him in 2005, then again in 2008 when the
Uganda Law Society charged the commanders of the infamous raid on the High court by the Black Mamba and most recently
when private lawyers charged Gen Kayihura under the Anti-Torture Act in 2016.

The perpetrators of this abuse of office are rewarded with judicial appointments, one to the Supreme court and another to the
High court and now Electoral Commission. How then do you expect a Supreme court judge with such a checkered past to rule
in a case that potentially ends Mr Museveni's regime.

But if you thought police was bad, let me introduce you to the Special Forces Command, Gen Museveni's personal guard,
whose loyalty to his person can only be matched by the SS Leibstandarte of the German dictator Adolf Hitler.

They are fiercely loyal to the point of fanaticism, ruthless, brutal, efficient, armed to the teeth, highly trained in all matters of
war apart from professionalism, humaneness and patriotism. To them, Uganda is Museveni and Museveni is Uganda.

This outfit which is an army on it's own with questionable legality was heavily involved in beating MPs in parliament and in
election violence in Jinja East, Rukingiri, Bugiri and Arua, where they beat and crippled regime opponents.

These days, the SFC has taken over police duties in dispersing demonstrations using crude brutal methods and violence with
reckless abandon. The SFC is the modern day Praetorian Guard, and just like the ancient Roman specialised unit, it will one
day seek to decide and determine who runs this country.

Therefore, we can not say we have peace when the State is absent when we need it to provide emergency services such as
ambulances, drugs in hospitals, quality healthcare and quality education for all and yet always present in an overbearing
manner to curtail civil rights and liberties in form of teargas and live bullets in every corner of the country.

You can not have peace as young Muslim men, when whenever a high profile murder occurs, the State is sending goons to
arrest some of you, arrest those who attempt to stand surety for you and arrest journalists who pass on notes between you and
your lawyers.

Those travelling to Uganda for the first time are stunned by the levels of deployed military grade hardware along the road from
the airport to the city and all roundabouts surrounding the city. The regime is operating in a siege mentality. Mr Museveni's
"peace" is in piece meal.

At no time has Uganda been peaceful in all regions, as Mr Museveni frequently claims. Perhaps, peace is too much to ask of
someone whose university dissertation was on the use of violence as a means to a political end, and has previously bragged
about his NRM party being the masters of violence.

Hon Betty Kamya, current minister in charge of Kampala city, while still in opposition, wrote an article in the Daily Monitor of
28th January 2008 titled "Where is Museveni's heart?" where she notes that Museveni "came holding peace and sleep while
Ugandans held factories, banks, aircraft, railways cooperative unions, food silos, fuel reserves, schools, Kampala city (how
ironic) and land. He convinced us to catch up on some long eluded sleep while he sorted things out. We slept for 20 years and
when we woke up, we were holding peace while he held our assets".

It is of extreme irony that Hon Betty Kamya is now the one holding Kampala city hostage on behalf of Mr Museveni. In the
FDC, we believe in and practice peace and peaceful methods in everything we do. We have conflicts, but resolve them



peacefully, even if it means separation. The fact that we were able to peacefully resolve issues in charged election atmosphere
is a small but telling example of our capacity to cultivate real peace

 Rebels Kill Seven Civilians Near DR Congo-Uganda Border (Daily Monitor)
By AFP
November 4, 2018

Rebels killed at least seven civilians and abducted 15 others, including children, in
fresh overnight raids in the far eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, civilian and
military sources said Sunday.

Fighters of the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) staged two raids Saturday night in the North Kivu region bordering Uganda,
Teddy Kataliko, leader of the civilian administration in Beni district, told AFP.

According to his account, rebels at Mangboko burnt a lorry driver in his vehicle and killed six other civilians, while in Oicha,
they killed one person and abducted 15 others -- for a total death toll of eight.

Beni district administrator Donat Kibwana said seven people were killed and 15 people were abducted, including 10 children.

Army spokesman Captain Mak Hazukay also put the death toll at seven.

Kataliko denounced the army as ineffective, saying: "It is not normal that the army cannot manage to keep the population
safe," but Hazukay insisted that soldiers had reacted quickly to stop the rebel incursions.

The ADF, which US authorities designated a terror group in 2001, is a militia created by Muslim rebels to oppose Ugandan
President Yoweri Museveni but which also operates in the DRC.

It is blamed for a string of attacks in the region since 2014 that have killed at least 700 civilians, and 15 Tanzanian
peacekeepers in a December assault last year.
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 Kenyans Look for Best Ways to Fight Al-Shabaab (VOA News)
By Mohamen Olad Hassan and Khadar Hared
October 24, 2018

Leaders of Kenya's northeastern counties met this week and vowed to fight against
al-Shabab, the Somalia-based militant group that has terrorized the region since
2011. One troubling question hung over the meeting: How can that be done
effectively?

The five counties represented at the two-day meeting — Mandera, Garissa, Isiolo, Wajir and Marsabit — all have seen their
share of deadly al-Shabab attacks. The worst one took place in April 2015, when militant gunmen stormed Garissa University
College and killed 148 people, most of them students.

More recently, al-Shabab claimed responsibility for attacks that killed eight security officers in Wajir County in June and two
teachers in Mandera County this month.

Ali Korane, the governor of Garissa County, said northeast Kenya is hugely suffering as a result of such terror attacks.

"Today our schools are not functional, our roads are impassable, doctors have abandoned hospitals, and carrying out
development projects is impossible, and all these are the results of the regional insecurity posed by the terrorists," Korane
said. "We have to pull out all the stops to prevent" further attacks.
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One call for withdrawal

The meeting in Mandera city was the first to bring together politicians, elders, villagers and officials from Kenyan security
agencies to discuss insecurity and al-Shabab attacks in northeastern Kenya.

Mandera County Deputy Gov. Mohamed Arai, whose county borders Somalia, called for the withdrawal of Kenya Defense
Forces (KDF) soldiers from neighboring Somalia. Al-Shabab began its attacks in Kenya after the KDF entered Somalia in 2011
to help protect the perennially shaky Somali government.

"Everyone knows where we were security-wise before Kenyan troops crossed the border into Somalia in 2011 and where we are
now," Arai said. "If we are people of Mandera, we have no interest in KDF presence in Somalia. They should withdraw, come
along our border and protect us."

Other participants focused on taking community action to prevent further attacks.

One idea was to require residents to compensate the families of non-local victims of al-Shabab. The militants tend to attack
schools, the army and police, whose employees are often not from northeastern Kenya. If locals knew they'd have to pay the
families of terrorism victims, they might be more willing to cooperate with police, according to proponents of this idea.

Greater cooperation with police is essential, said Mandera East MP Omar Maalim Mohamed.

"People are not providing information and the much-needed goodwill. Let us do all we can to face the threat that does not only
affect the region but also the future of our families," Mohamed said.

At the end of the meeting, the leaders agreed to "aggressively sensitize" the public to the danger of violent extremism; request
that the central government give amnesty to young men who joined the militants; and demand that security agencies have a
quick-response plan when an attack takes place. In the past, local leaders have accused the central government of reacting
slowly to terrorist attacks.

 AP Investigation: Hospital patients held hostage for cash (Hastings Tribune)
By Maria Cheng
October 25, 2018

The Kenyatta National Hospital is east Africa's biggest medical institution, home to
more than a dozen donor-funded projects with international partners — a "Center of
Excellence," says the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The hospital's website proudly proclaims its motto — "We Listen ... We Care" — along with photos of smiling doctors, a
vaccination campaign and staffers holding aloft a gold trophy at an awards ceremony.

But there are no pictures of Robert Wanyonyi, shot and paralyzed in a robbery more than a year ago. Kenyatta will not allow
him to leave the hospital because he cannot pay his bill of nearly 4 million Kenyan shillings ($39,570). He is trapped in his
fourth-floor bed, unable to go to India, where he believes doctors might help him.

At Kenyatta National Hospital and at an astonishing number of other hospitals around the world, if you don't pay up, you
don't go home.

The hospitals often illegally detain patients long after they should be medically discharged, using armed guards, locked doors
and even chains to hold those who have not settled their accounts. Mothers and babies are sometimes separated. Even death
does not guarantee release: Kenyan hospitals and morgues are holding hundreds of bodies until families can pay their loved
ones' bills, government officials say.

Dozens of doctors, nurses, health experts, patients and administrators told The Associated Press of imprisonments in
hospitals in at least 30 other countries, including Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, China and Thailand,
Lithuania and Bulgaria, and others in Latin America and the Middle East.

The AP investigation built on a report last year by the British think-tank Chatham House; its experts found more than 60 press
reports of patient detention in 14 countries in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.

"What's striking about this issue is that the more we look for this, the more we find it," said Dr. Ashish Jha, director of the
Harvard Global Health Institute, who was not involved in the British research. "It's probably hundreds of thousands if not
millions of people that this affects worldwide. It is not something that is only happening in a small number of countries, but
the problem is that nobody is looking at this and it is way off the public health radar."
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Some examples:

—In the Philippines, Annalyn Manalo was held at Mount Carmel Diocesan General Hospital in Lucena City for 1½ months
starting last December following treatment for heart problems. Administrators refused initially to allow her family to pay in
installments — and the cost of each extra day in detention was added to the bill.

"We were treated like criminals," said Manalo's husband, Sigfredo. "The security guards would come and check on us all the
time."

—In Congo's second city of Lubumbashi, the AP visited more than 20 hospitals and clinics and found that all but one routinely
detained patients who failed to pay, even though the practice is illegal there.

—In Bangalore, India, Emmanuel Malagi was detained in a private hospital for three months after he was treated for a spinal
tumor, according to his brother, Christanand. Prevented from seeing him, his family scrambled unsuccessfully to pay his
nearly 1.4 lakh rupees ($19,281) bill and when he died, the hospital demanded another 10 lakh ($13,771) to release the body.

—In Malaysia, a medical student from the Netherlands on a diving trip got the bends. He couldn't afford his decompression
treatment; the hospital locked him in a room for four days, with no food or drink, until he was able to get the money,
according to Saskia Mostert, a Dutch academic who has researched hospital detentions.

—In Bolivia, a government ombudsman reported that 49 patients were detained in hospitals or clinics in the last two years
because they couldn't pay, despite a law that prohibits the practice.

During several August visits to Kenyatta National Hospital, The Associated Press witnessed armed guards in military fatigues
standing watch over patients, and saw where detainees slept on bedsheets on the floor in cordoned-off rooms. Guards
prevented one worried father from seeing his detained toddler. All despite a court ruling years ago that found the detentions
were illegal.

Health experts decry hospital imprisonment as a human rights violation. Yet the United Nations, U.S. and international health
agencies, donors and charities all have remained silent while pumping billions of dollars into these countries to support
splintered health systems or to fight outbreaks of diseases including AIDS and malaria.

"It's the dirty underbelly of global health that nobody wants to talk about," said Sophie Harman, a health academic at Queen
Mary University of London.

"People know patients are being held prisoner, but they probably think they have bigger battles in public health to fight, so
they just have to let this go."

Hospital detentions, some experts argue, can be traced to policies pushed decades ago by the World Bank, the World Health
Organization, UNICEF and others who made loans to developing countries on condition that they charge patients fees for
medical services. Without explicit protections in place to protect the poor, they say, the policies gave countries the freedom to
extract health care payments however they saw fit — including detaining patients.

The practice appears to be most prevalent in countries with fragile, underfunded health systems where there is little
government accountability. But the problem has also surfaced in wealthier countries, with patients being detained in hospitals
in countries including India, Thailand, China and Iran.

In many countries when patients cannot afford to pay for health care, they are usually either sent to a public hospital where
treatment is covered by the state or refused help altogether. In some hospitals in Cameroon and elsewhere, for example, the
problem of patient imprisonment was solved by some institutions by simply demanding payment upfront.

Where patients are imprisoned, hospitals acknowledge it is not necessarily profitable. But many say it often leads at least to
partial payment and serves as a deterrent.

Unlike many hospitals in developed countries, African hospitals don't always provide food, clothing or bedding for patients, so
holding onto them does not necessarily incur a significant cost. Detained patients typically rely on relatives to bring them food
while those without obliging family members resort to begging for help from staff or other patients.

Dr. Festus Njuguna, a pediatric oncologist at the Moi Teaching and Referral Hospital in Eldoret, about 300 kilometers
northwest of Nairobi, said the institution regularly holds children with cancer who have finished their treatment, but whose
parents cannot pay. The children are typically left on the wards for weeks and months at a time, long after their treatment has
ended.



"It's not a very good feeling for the doctors and nurses who have treated these patients, to see them kept like this," Njuguna
said.

Still, some officials openly defend the practice.

"We can't just let people leave if they don't pay," said Leedy Nyembo-Mugalu administrator of Congo's Katuba Reference
Hospital. He said holding patients wasn't an issue of human rights, but simply a way to conduct business: "No one ever comes
back to pay their bill a month or two later."

At many Kenyan hospitals, including Kenyatta, officials armed with rifles patrol the hallways and guard the hospital's gates.
Patients must show hospital guards a discharge form to prove they're allowed to leave and even visitors must sometimes
surrender their identification cards before seeing patients.

In its 2016 financial report, Kenyatta's auditor-general said the hospital lost more than $470,000 in fees from patients who
"absconded" without paying. That year, the hospital reported total revenue of more than $115 million.

Patient detentions at Kenyatta have been flagged for years, among other concerns. In January, demonstrators called for an
investigation into allegations of rape and sexual harassment of patients at the hospital. Kenya's Human Rights Commission
attempted to conduct an audit of Kenyatta, but officials refused to cooperate and have ignored all requests for information
about detained patients.

"This is something that hospital authorities have been trying to keep under wraps," said George Morara, vice chairperson of
the country's national commission on human rights. He said the number of Kenyans imprisoned in hospitals is "disturbingly
high" and that the practice is "ubiquitous in public and private hospitals."

He said patients have been held at Kenyatta for up to two years, and it was reasonable to suspect that hundreds of patients
could be detained there at any time.

Kenya's ministry of health and Kenyatta canceled several scheduled interviews with the AP and declined to respond to
repeated requests for comment.

After she was elected to Kenya's Parliament, Esther Passaris visited Kenyatta last December to check on supporters who were
injured in election violence. She was stunned to find that patients were incarcerated.

"There was one lady I met in the corridor and she was crying, 'please let me go home,'" Passaris said. The woman had hurt her
back and hip. She had been medically cleared to leave, but wasn't allowed to go home because she hadn't paid her bill. "I just
thought, 'Oh my goodness, it's almost Christmas, how can these people not go back to their families?'"

Passaris started an online campaign to have the patients released. Just before the holidays, Kenyatta let more than 450 leave
— a victory, Passaris says, though the problem remains.

"Unfortunately," she said, "you can't get water from a rock, so some of these patients stay for a year because they don't have
the money."

Foreign agencies and companies that operate where patients are held hostage typically have very little to say about it. Some
experts said the international health community's failure to address the issue has undermined its own goals.

"Aid money becomes ineffective and useless in an environment where people are terrified they're going to be locked up," said
Robert Yates, a health policy expert at Chatham House, the British think tank that reported on imprisoned patients. "It's very
embarrassing for the global health community that these detentions have become so embedded into countries that they seem
normal, and so the whistle needs blowing on all of us."

Said Harvard's Jha: "There are basic human rights abuses that we cannot ignore in the 21st century. It is not too much to ask
that when private companies like pharmaceuticals or federal agencies like the CDC become aware that their partners engage in
such a fundamental violation of human rights, that they hold them accountable and work to end these practices."

The CDC provides about $1.5 million every year to Kenyatta and Pumwani Maternity Hospital, via funding from the
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, or PEPFAR. At Kenyatta, the CDC covers treatment costs for patients with HIV
and tuberculosis, trains health workers and helps with HIV testing, among other programs. The agency declined to comment
on whether it was aware that patients were regularly detained at Kenyatta and Pumwani or if the agency condones the
practice.

Among its other partnerships, Kenyatta has been working with the University of Washington for more than 30 years. Dr.
Carey Farquhar, director of the university's Kenya Research and Training Center, said she didn't recall seeing any detained



patients at Kenyatta, though was not surprised that it happened — she knew of no hospitals there that did not detain patients.

"It does make me uncomfortable," she said.

Farquhar said the issue "doesn't cross our radar as much" since her university is focused on medical research, rather than
patient care. She added that she might raise the issue with her colleagues at Kenyatta but that "the solution has to come from
within."

The drugmaker Novartis also partnered with Kenyatta for several years, helping pay for some of its doctors to study kidney
transplant techniques at a Barcelona hospital. Novartis declined to comment on whether its staffers had seen detained
patients at Kenyatta or whether it approved of the practice.

Dr. Agnes Soucat of WHO said the U.N. agency was aware of hospital detentions and confirmed they happened "quite
frequently."

"We do not support this in any way, but the problem has been documenting where it happens," said Soucat, director of WHO's
department of health systems, financing and governance. To date, WHO has made no attempt to collect data on hospital
detentions and says such information is hard to find. The AP obtained patient lists, records and bills from about a dozen
hospitals in Congo detailing imprisonment practices.

And though WHO has issued hundreds of health recommendations — from treating AIDS to Zika — the agency has never
published any guidance advising countries not to imprison people in their hospitals.

Soucat said WHO officials in more than a dozen countries had expressed their concerns about detained patients to ministers
of health, but that those discussions were private.

One international organization did fight publicly for detained patients.

Researchers for the Center for Reproductive Rights, which acts to support women's health around the world, were conducting
a study of maternal health care in Kenya in early 2012 when they learned of the cases of Maimuna Awuor Omuya and
Margaret Oliele.

Unable to pay her bill at Pumwani Maternity Hospital after the delivery of her sixth child, Omuya and her baby were
imprisoned along with more than 60 other women in a damp ward, in September 2010. She often slept on the wet ground next
to a flooded toilet. Mother and child were released after nearly a month, but only when one of Omuya's friends appealed to the
mayor to intervene.

Two months later, Oliele arrived at Pumwani. During a botched cesarean section, doctors left a pair of surgical scissors inside
Oliele's stomach; a second surgery was needed to remove the scissors and she later suffered a ruptured bladder and a blood
infection. When she couldn't pay her hospital fees, Oliele was taken to a detention ward.

"I tried to escape, but when I got to the main gate, I was taken by the security guards," Oliele told AP. "I had no clothes on and
still had the catheter in my stomach. The guards then forcefully took me back to the hospital where they handcuffed me to a
bed, while claiming that I had gone mad." She was held for six days.

Center for Reproductive Rights lawyers resolved to take up the cause of detained patients, bringing suit on behalf of Omuya
and Oliele.

"These were two very appalling cases and their treatment was very degrading," said Evelyne Opondo, a senior regional director
at the center who oversaw the case.

They won. In September 2015, Kenya's High Court ruled the women's detention violated numerous human rights enshrined in
the constitution and was therefore illegal. The High Court described the women's detention as "cruel, inhuman and
degrading." The court further ordered the Kenyan government to "take the necessary steps to protect all patients from
arbitrary detention in health care facilities."

But three years later, it appears little has changed. "People are still being detained," Oliele said. "They should stop treating
people like animals and treat them as fellow human beings."

Opondo said detentions continue because nobody has asked hospitals "to provide answers, because they've not been held
accountable." She estimated there could be many thousands of people across the country detained, based on information
received by the center and news reports.

Although the court instructed the government to produce guidelines on how hospitals should waive fees for patients unable to



pay, Opondo said the proposed fixes have not gone far enough. A program that provides free maternity care is only available at
a select number of private hospitals and does not include post-delivery care.

Earlier this month, Kenya's High Court ruled again that imprisoning patients "is not one of the acceptable avenues (for
hospitals) to recover debt." The case involved a man detained at Nairobi Women's Hospital since June 25; the judge ordered
his immediate release despite the outstanding bill. Kenyan politicians also will soon debate a proposed amendment to the
country's health law that will explicitly make patient detentions illegal.

The latest amendment was submitted by MP Jared Okelo, a member of Parliament who described the imprisonment of
mothers as "rampant."

Omuya is still scarred by her detention at Pumwani. She says she developed chronic pneumonia after being held in the damp,
cold conditions there and has not been able to work full-time since.

Neither Omuya nor Oliele have been paid the damages awarded to them by the court: Omuya was to receive 1,500,000
shillings ($14,842) from the hospital while Oliele was to receive 500,000 shillings ($4,948).

And Omuya's family has had another run-in with a Nairobi hospital.

Several months ago, Omuya's youngest brother was admitted to Mbagathi District Hospital after falling ill and collapsing.

"We don't know what it was, but the doctors told us he needed many medications to treat, that it was a poisoning," she said.

Doctors completed their treatment and presented her brother with a bill of about 134,000 shillings ($1,326).

When Omuya and her family were unable to raise the necessary funds, the situation took an unwelcome but familiar turn: her
brother was imprisoned. Hospital managers asked the family to pay at least half the outstanding amount, but after about a
month and a half, they had only scraped together about $120. Omuya said her brother was freed only when his doctor
negotiated his release.

"Detentions still go on because there are no rights here," she said. "What I suffered, I want no one else to suffer."

 Kenya’s Struggling Amnesty Experiment: The Policy Challenge of Rehabilitating Former Terrorists (Center
for Strategic and International Studies)
By Richard Downie
October 26, 2018

In April 2015, Kenya’s government surprised observers by announcing an amnesty
for young Kenyans who had gone to neighboring Somalia to train with the terrorist
group, al-Shabaab. In a statement, then-cabinet secretary for the Interior Joseph
Nkaissery urged repentant members of the group to return home and report to their
county commissioners, where their cases would be considered. Those found to be
eligible for amnesty would receive support to help them reintegrate into society.

The timing of the announcement was striking, coming days after Kenya suffered one of its worst terrorist attacks on home soil,
when al-Shabaab gunmen killed 148 people—mostly students—at Garissa University.

The amnesty reflected an important shift in the government’s approach to the terrorist threat. Henceforth, hard
counterterrorism operations were to be accompanied by activities to reduce the appeal of violent extremism among at-risk
groups and—in some cases—work with individuals who were disengaging from al-Shabaab rather than merely eliminating
them or jailing them indefinitely. An interagency body, the National Counterterrorism Centre (NCTC), coordinated this new,
more nuanced approach. Its National Strategy to Counter Violent Extremism (NSCVE), released in 2016, tasked government
departments to work with their counterparts at the county level to devise programs to deradicalize, rehabilitate, and
reintegrate so-called returnees who were willing to abandon violent extremism.

Civil society groups, affected communities, and returnees themselves cautiously welcomed the amnesty announcement. While
there are no reliable figures on the number of returnees, the government estimated that as many as 1,500 former al-Shabaab
members had already surrendered to the authorities by February 2016. Many of the returnees originated from the Coastal
counties of Kilifi, Kwale, Lamu, and Mombasa. These young people who went to Somalia to train with the group came to regret
their decision and opted to return. Interviews conducted in early 2016 suggested that while returnees had reservations that the
offer was made in good faith, a majority were prepared to embrace the amnesty in principle, and more than 80 percent
thought it was the best strategy to counter violent extremism. Officials presented to the media a group of returnees who had
completed a government-run deradicalization and rehabilitation program. Members of the group were handed reintegration
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kits containing materials to start a business such as cooking pots, tools, and even motorbikes.

Why the Amnesty Has Stalled

Those who hoped that these one-off media announcements would be the prelude to a fleshed-out set of policies have been
disappointed. More than three years later, little is heard about the amnesty. The government maintains that the amnesty
remains open, but few details are publicly known about it, and there has been no attempt to measure either its take-up or
effectiveness. The prevailing view among civil society groups working on Countering Violent Extremism (CVE), religious
leaders, host communities, and returnees is that the government has failed to follow through with what could have been an
innovative solution to the problem of rehabilitating former violent extremists. Several reasons account for the failure to make
a success of the amnesty:

-Lack of an operational framework. The amnesty was announced in a vacuum and was not followed up with policy or legal
frameworks. This led critics to dismiss it as a publicity stunt, a policy in name only. The absence of safety assurances for
returnees also made them sitting targets for al-Shabaab reprisals.

-Poor or incomplete execution . Poverty and unemployment are considered two “push” factors that help explain why young
people join groups like al-Shabaab. But, apart from a few exceptions, returnees who took up the amnesty were not provided
with much support to improve their livelihoods. Those who did receive assistance were a source of resentment in their home
communities, where people asked why their illegal conduct was being rewarded with “gifts” of motorcycles and other goods.

-Questions around eligibility. The government and partners who worked on the amnesty, such as the UN’s International
Organization for Migration (IOM), failed to define the term returnee or explain who it included and excluded. Was the
amnesty open to members of domestic armed groups in Kenya or was it merely open to those who had trained with al-Shabaab
in Somalia? Uncertainty over the terms of the amnesty created confusion and made it less likely that members of extremist
groups would take up the offer.

-Uncooperative state security forces. The amnesty played out as Kenya’s security forces continued to kill and detain suspected
violent extremists and their associates, exposing as an empty promise its core appeal that those who surrendered had nothing
to fear. Forces were accused of using the amnesty to flush out al-Shabaab members who subsequently disappeared or were
murdered. One returnee told reporters: “There is nothing like amnesty. It’s a trap. What they mean is they send someone to
follow you, and you have days to live.”

-Weak monitoring mechanisms. The amnesty coordinators struggled with the difficult task of separating genuinely repentant
returnees from those who took up the amnesty for reasons of expediency. The program lacked strong monitoring mechanisms
for returnees, partly because it could not count on the cooperation of host communities who in many cases feared government
forces as much as al-Shabaab.

In the absence of leadership in Nairobi, some of the leaders of Kenya’s devolved system of government have taken the
initiative. Kwale, Kilifi, Lamu, and Mombasa counties have all written CVE strategies that dovetail the national plan, and there
are incipient efforts to tackle the issue of returnees. In early 2018, 40 returnees to Kilifi county were sent to rehabilitation
centers in Mombasa. But this is a new, difficult area of policy, and inevitably mistakes will be made along the way. A 2016
rehabilitation program for returnees in Kwale run by the IOM underlined some of the challenges. While almost 50 people
completed the program, critics said it did not sufficiently engage with local NGOs and created dangerous rivalries between
returnees who were selected to take part and those who were not. It is also hard to judge the program because detailed results
from an internal monitoring and evaluation process have not been made public.

The subnational programs are a modest start; now the national government must provide the legal and policy cover that will
increase their chances of success and give people the confidence to get involved in them. In interviews conducted in Nairobi
and Mombasa in May, donors and civil society indicated that the government was working on a returnee defector framework
that would take a more comprehensive approach to rehabilitating former al-Shabaab recruits. The framework has been long
promised, but its development has been shrouded in secrecy, and civil society groups complain they were not consulted. If the
government of Kenya wants to implement a successful program, it must abandon its adversarial stance toward civil society.

Ultimately, amnesty and rehabilitation initiatives will remain a hard sell while public faith in Kenya’s security apparatus is
low. While Kenya has made progress in tackling its terrorist threat, the problem will not be contained until its security
institutions reform, professionalize, and rein in human rights abuses. The public will be wary of cooperating with the
authorities on security matters while they continue to live under the threat of indiscriminate attack, harassment, and
detention from soldiers and police who accuse them of harboring terrorists. Without the support of communities, al-Shabaab
and its domestic affiliates will continue to threaten national security.

 Kenyan Al Shabaab fighters used as sacrificial lambs, returnee says (The Star)
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By Star Reporter
October 31, 2018

Majority of Kenyans joining the Al Shabaab are being used as sacrificial lambs, a
former foreign fighter and returnee has revealed.

The fighter, who came back into the country in 2013, says this has contributed a lot to discrimination against foreign fighters
within the group.

The returnee has since reformed after being taken through a rehabilitation program by the National Counter Terrorism Centre
(NCTC).

He revealed that Al Shabaab’s explosives unit, Istishadi, and foot soldiers component, Jabha, mostly use foreign fighters as a
litmus test on their loyalty and to reduce their influence on the group.

"They use Kenyans and other regional foreign fighters as sacrificial lambs – for suicide missions or on the frontlines against
the enemies," he said on condition of anonymity.

This comes as police sources say foreign recruits planning to join Al Shabaab, and those fighting for the terrorist organisation,
are now increasingly worried.

This followed an emerging trend indicating increased incidents of persecution and executions of foreign fighters.

The returnee said the mistrust between Somali and foreign fighters within the militant group is not new.

Mistrust has reportedly led to a large number of Kenyan fighters sneaking back into the country, and a few remaining ones
operating, almost semi-independently, within the densely forested Lacta area that cuts across the Kenya-Somalia border.

The persecution of foreign fighters has also reduced local, regional and global support for Al-Shabaab.

Police sources indicate that in October alone, Shabaab has executed 10 foreign fighters, accusing them of spying for foreign
enemies.

According to the source, Shabaab gunmen on October 10 executed five of its members, including a Somali British citizen, for
allegedly collaborating with the UK’s foreign intelligence service, M16, and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).

The five men, aged between 22 and 36 years, were killed in the Southern Somali town of Jilib.

Two days later, it is said the militants assassinated five others by firing squad in front of hundreds of residents in Sakow
district.

The terror organisation claimed that the five were convicted of spying for the Somali and Kenyan intelligence services.

Awale Ahmed Mohamed, 32, who travelled from Britain to Somalia in 2013 to join the terror group, was suspected of spying
for Britain’s M16.

The three other men who al Shabaab accused of spying for the United States are Abdi Aziz Abdisalam Sheik Hassan, 22,
Mohamed Abdullahi Awil, 35, and 36 year old Jeylani Abdullahi Nur.

The group is said to have released a statement alleging that the three culprits helped guide drones to carry out airstrikes in
Somalia against its targets.

The other accused, Abdulkadir Isaq Amin, was blamed for allegedly eavesdropping for the Somali National Intelligence and
Security Agency (NISA).

In another case of internal wrangles with foreign fighters, two Kenyan Al-Shabaab fighters, Ahmed Yusuf Hassan and Ahmed
Nur Abdi Osoble, were on April 2, 2017, killed in Buq Aqable, Hiraan region, over spying suspicions.

The two Kenyans were accused of collaborating with the Somali government and AMISOM forces.

Police say other Kenyans executed by Al Shabaab recently include former Moi University student Jared Omambia, Mombasa-
born Faraj Abdulmajid, and Ramadhan Abdallah Manman - a former resident of Majengo slums in Nairobi.

According to police, the latest high profile case of foreign fighters' mistrust was the sidelining of the once influential Kenyan
Al-Shabaab commander Ahmed Iman Ali in late 2017.



Iman reportedly fell out of favor with Shabaab leadership after claims emerged linking him with plans to either surrender to
Kenyan government or form his own independent unit in Boni forest, Lamu county.

Police sources say the militants are planning to kill one Mohamed Bilal Olow, one of its middle-level commanders who has
been conducting operations along the Kenya-Somalia border.

It is said Bilal has reportedly defected from the group and has been engaging in banditry for survival with a small group of
militants.

He operates in areas around Fafi sub-county in Garissa County.

In June 2011, a Comoros-born al-Qaeda operative Mohamed Harun Fazul is believed to have been sold out and killed after
falling out with Al-Shabaab leadership.

Then in 2013, Al-Shabaab gunmen are believed to have killed one of its most vocal foreign fighter Abu Mansuor Al-Amriki, an
American from Alabama.
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 Germany reopens war crimes case against Rwandan rebel leaders (Punch)
October 31, 2018

Germany’s top court has reopened a war crimes case against two suspected leaders
of a rebel group operating in eastern Congo after an appeal was filed against their
sentencing in 2015.

The suspected leader and deputy leader of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda should have been given longer
sentences, prosecuting lawyers said Wednesday. The men were sentenced to 13 and eight years in prison, respectively.

The FDLR is said to have killed numerous civilians in attacks on villages in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of
Congo in 2009.

The defendants were accused of leading the FDLR remotely from Germany, where they both lived.

In 2015, a Stuttgart court found the men guilty of leading a terrorist organisation but said it did not believe they held enough
power to prevent atrocities in Congo from happening entirely.

Their names have not been released in line with Germany’s strict privacy laws.

The defence has appealed the sentences on the grounds that the suspects were not given a fair trial.

Their lawyers said they were not provided with funds allowing them to travel to the region to seek favourable witnesses.

According to the prosecution, the FDLR aimed to take control over Rwanda from neighbouring Congo.

Its fighters were responsible for plundering the region and for terrorising civilians.

The FDLR is said to have killed 174 people and burned down entire villages.

The case was the first heard under a 2002 law allowing German authorities to prosecute crimes committed outside the
country.

A ruling on the appeal is expected on December 20.
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 Rwanda genocide trial: Can German courts prosecute? (Deutsche Welle)
By Richard Fuchs
October 1, 2018

Two Rwandans were sentenced by a court in Stuttgart for war crimes committed in
eastern DR Congo. But can international criminal law be applied in Germany? There
may have to be a retrial.

It was a mammoth war crimes trial. The Higher Regional Court in Stuttgart was in session for 320 days over a period of more
than four years. Two Rwandan men were accused of leading a rebel group in the east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) for several years, while they themselves were in Germany, undetected and living perfectly normal lives.

When the trial ended in 2015, the two defendants were convicted of aiding and abetting war crimes and sentenced to eight and
13 years respectively. However, these sentences may now be revoked. This week, Germany‘s supreme court, the Federal Court
of Justice, deliberated the possible need for a retrial.

In the original proceedings, Federal Prosecutor’s Office called for the long-standing president of the FDLR (“Democratic
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda”) to be tried as a perpetrator, not just for aiding and abetting. Both the now 55-year-old
principal defendant and his 57-year-old deputy have lived in Germany since the 1980s. They led the FDLR from afar, as its
officials and representatives.

In 2015, the Stuttgart court convicted the men of heading a terrorist organization, but it decided that they had not had the
power prevent the atrocities.

Federal prosecutors appealed because they want the accused to be indicted of committing war crimes themselves. The defense
appealed because they say their clients did not receive a fair trial and demand it be stopped or go to retrial.

On December 20, the judges in Karlsruhe will decide what will happen next.

No more lawless areas

But why is the German justice system dealing with atrocities committed in eastern DRC? Since 2002, according to the
principle of international law, German investigators have been able to prosecute war crimes committed abroad. The Chief
Federal Prosecutor ordered the arrests of the pair in 2009. The indictment was the first to be made according to Germany’s
new international criminal code, which regulates crimes against international criminal law. The two men are charged with
coordinating 26 crimes against humanity and 39 war crimes. As they live in Germany, they must be dealt with by a German
court.

Robert Heinsch, Professor for International Humanitarian Law at the Ruhr University in Bochum, believes it is essential that
German courts make use of the new principle of universal jurisdiction. "The four core crimes in particular — genocide, crimes
against humanity, war crimes and aggression – are so important for global coexistence that they cannot be entrusted to an
individual state, because these crimes essentially concern everybody," he told DW.

This is clearly apparent in this case. In 2008 and 2009, FDLR fighters attacked a series of villages in eastern DRC. People were
burned or beaten to death, shot or hacked to pieces. The 174 civilian victims included many women and children. The
background to the killings was the civil war and genocide in neighboring Rwanda in 1994. At that time, many Rwandan Hutus
fled to the DRC. Some of them founded the FDLR with the aim of using their base across the Congolese border to seize power
from the Rwandan government.

Deal with crimes, help the victims

For Sylvain Lumu, the head of the Congolese human rights organization "Lige des electeurs" in Kinshasa, the trial — despite
its length — is an important contribution to coming to terms with the past. "Anything that helps deal with the crimes also
helps the victims," he told DW. Lumu understands why people would criticize the fact that the trial didn’t take place locally,
where the victims live or lived, but he sees things differently. "I don’t believe it would be possible to hold trials of this
dimension in DRC or Rwanda," he said.

Lumu is quick to concede that the process of hearing evidence must have been difficult, if not at times impossible, to conduct
from Germany. The judges in Stuttgart put this on record on numerous occasions over the course of the trial. However, Lumu
has no doubts about the the German court’s verdicts. "If the judges had not seen sufficient proof, there would have been no
guilty verdict," he said.

Poorly prepared justice system
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Nonetheless, and despite its original length, the trial is now being extended yet again. The judges in the Stuttgart trial had to
shed light on acts of violence that had taken place thousands of kilometers away. Their investigation adhered to the German
criminal code, which requires very high standards of evidence. Witnesses were flown to and from Stuttgart; some traumatized
victims were questioned via video link, insofar as this was possible. Statements and documents had to be translated.
Announcing the convictions in September 2015, the presiding judge, Jürgen Hettich, described theirs as a "Herculean task"
that had been virtually impossible to accomplish, before adding: "This isn’t how we do things."

Professor Robert Heinsch sympathizes with the judge. He says an appropriate infrastructure must be put in place if war
criminals are to be punished effectively. "If you don’t have previous experience of interrogating witnesses from an African
country, dealing with victims who don’t speak any German, where you have to have interpreters, where you need investigative
assistance from Congolese and Rwandan authorities, then of course it’s difficult if that has to be established at a moment’s
notice," he said.

Establishing centers of expertise

He points out that hundreds of court psychologist, legal experts and translators were employed at the International Criminal
Court in The Hague, or at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. This gradually creates a wealth of
expertise, and this is crucial. Heinsch is not surprised that a German Higher Regional Court lacks the capacity to deal with
occasional mammoth trials of this kind. Establishing these competencies at a few courts, which have been well prepared to
deal with special cases like this, could therefore be the appropriate response to the Stuttgart Rwanda trial, he says.

Heinsch refers to the Netherlands and Spain, where some courts have established special departments to deal with war
criminals. The Federal Prosecutor’s Office in Karlsruhe has also set up a task force for international war crimes. However,
Heinsch warns that we must also be patient. Measured in terms of a human life, he says, international criminal law has only
just come of age, and "still has to acquire a lot of life experience."

Its next opportunity to do so will be in Karlsruhe on December 20.

If the supreme court confirms the 2015 ruling, it will become legally binding. If the judges find that mistakes were made, there
will have to be at least a partial retrial.

 One Month Since Rwandan Opposition Leader ‘Disappeared’ (Human Rights Watch)
By Ida Sawyer
November 8, 2018

On the night of October 7, Rwandan opposition leader Boniface Twagirimana
‘disappeared’ from his prison cell in Mpanga in southern Rwanda. One month later,
his family and friends still have no information on his whereabouts.

Twagirimana, a 43-year-old father of two, is deputy leader of the FDU-Inkingi, an unregistered opposition party in Rwanda.
Police arrested him and six other FDU-Inkingi members on September 6, 2017, as well as other party members in the
following days. Later that month, eight FDU-Inkingi members, including Twagirimana, were charged with crimes linked to
state security, including forming an irregular armed group and offenses against the president.

On October 3, 2018, Twagirimana was transferred alone from Mageragere prison in the capital Kigali, to Mpanga prison, in
southern Rwanda.

Rwandan authorities have said publicly that Twagirimana escaped from prison. But his family members have cast doubt on
this. “Boniface was hoping that he would win his case in court, and he had been waiting for his release,” a family member told
Human Rights Watch over the phone. “Why would he then escape? Something terrible must have happened to him.”

Twagirimana’s friends and colleagues have also challenged the government’s explanation, alleging that, according to other
detainees, Twagirimana was abducted and driven away in a state prison vehicle. The FDU-Inkingi party leadership says the
apparent absence of any signs of tampering with Twagirimana’s cell door is another reason to question the Rwandan
authorities’ explanation. Either way Twagirimana was last seen in custody and the Rwandan authorities are responsible for his
fate and his presumed enforced disappearance. Their assertion without substance is not good enough.

Enforced disappearances are not new in Rwanda. Human Rights Watch has documented the government’s persistent efforts
to silence critics and perceived political opponents in recent years through arbitrary arrests, threats, and enforced
disappearances.

Rwandan authorities should urgently investigate and reveal the truth about Twagirimana’s whereabouts. If this is a case of
enforced disappearance, he should be released immediately and those responsible should be held to account.
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As Rwanda exerts its influence regionally and internationally, with its president leading the African Union and its former
foreign minister about to lead the International Organization of the Francophonie, Rwanda should demonstrate strict respect
for human rights inside its own borders.
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Somalia

 ‘Stand-off’ between Somalia’s federal, state authorities could ‘paralyze’ progress – UN envoy (UN news) 
November 1, 2018

Nicholas Haysom, UN Special Representative for Somalia and head of the Assistance
Mission UNSOM, called for better collaboration: “What we’re facing is a quite serious
political issue – the stand-off between the Federal Member States and the Federal
Government may well paralyze our efforts to help Somalia get back on its feet.”

“We’re exploring ways of bringing them together in the hope that Somalis can face down their problems together rather than
going separately,” said Mr. Haysom at a joint press conference, alongside Sharif Hassan Sheikh Aden, President of South West
State, and Francisco Madeira, Special Representative of the Chairperson of the African Union (AU) Commission.

Mr. Haysom also flagged the need for “credible and acceptable” presidential elections next month and renewed his call for
collaboration to solve the ongoing tensions.

“We’re asking all of the relevant role-players to get together to find a solution and to make the necessary compromises so that
they can work collaboratively rather than against each other,” he said.

Mr. Haysom told reporters they also discussed development, security and political matters, assuring Somalis that “the
international community does not have a candidate” and is not backing any specific candidate in the race.

“But we do want to see,” he continued, “that the elections will be conducted in a way which all parties will able to accept”
adding that the President of South West State “has reassured me that this indeed will be the case,” he stressed.

The UN and AU officials also met with Abdulkadir Shariif Shekhuna, Speaker of South West State’s Parliament, who briefed
them on preparations for the 17 November presidential poll.

“You’ll appreciate the elections in the South West State will be the first of the many elections to follow and in that sense will be
setting the standard,” the UN envoy said, in a subsequent joint press encounter with the Speaker and Mr. Madeira.

The elections will be “hotly contested,” he predicted, explaining that this was why it was so important for participants to accept
the outcome. “So we were reassured to hear from the Speaker in regard to the detailed arrangements which will govern the
election and we wish South West [State] all the best in holding those elections,” he added.

The UN and AU envoys echoed these comments in their later meeting with seven presidential candidates.

 Spike in violence in Somalia forces 21,000 people to flee their homes (Norwegian Refugee Council)
November 1, 2018

Multiple regions of the country see rise in fighting in October, pushing thousands of
families into crisis. Many flee to makeshift camps, surviving in flimsy shelters with
little protection from the rains.

“We are alarmed that fighting has forced thousands of people to run for their lives. Several of the hardest hit communities are
in insecure areas, where aid agencies are unable to reach them. We fear many displaced people will be left without life-saving
assistance. These families were recovering from last year’s drought, and fighting has now pushed them back into crisis,” said
Victor Moses, Country Director for Norwegian Refugee Council.

Over 21,000 people have fled for their lives due to fighting and insecurity in October, according to the UNHCR Protection and
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Returns Monitoring Network. Overall there are 2.6 million people displaced in Somalia from conflict, insecurity, drought and
other causes.

The largest number of people displaced by fighting and insecurity in October were from Lower Shabelle region, followed by
Hiran, Bay and other regions.

“We were harvesting crops when fighting started. The fighting went on for hours, so we fled to Mogadishu. We didn’t come
with any belongings, we just escaped with our lives. We’re worried we cannot afford to buy what we need, and we cannot go
back home,” said Mustaqiim, a farmer and mother of three, who fled Marka district in Lower Shabelle region.

The children surviving in the camps are especially vulnerable. Without enough food, shelter, clean water and sanitation, they
are left vulnerable to disease outbreaks. 294,000 Somali children are acutely malnourished, of which 55,000 are severely
malnourished, putting them at risk of death.

The Norwegian Refugee Council says that parties to the conflict should take all precautions to minimize civilian casualties.
They must allow free access to humanitarian agencies to safely provide aid, in line with international humanitarian law.

NRC also calls for the international community to scale up their support. This year’s UN humanitarian aid appeal for Somalia
has received $857 million, sharply down from $1.3 billion in 2017. As a result some programmes for vital services have been
cut back, including for food, water, health, cash relief and education.
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 Bosnian Wartime Camp Guard Convicted of Prisoner Abuse (Balkan Insight) By Haris Rovcanin
October 26, 2018

Tonco Rajic, a former member of the Croatian Defence Forces, was sentenced to two
years in prison for mistreating a civilian prisoner at Dretelj detention camp near
Capljina in August 1992.

The appeals chamber of the Bosnian state court on Friday convicted former Croatian Defence Forces fighter Tonco Rajic, who
was a guard at the Dretelj camp during wartime, and jailed him for two years.

The verdict said that in August 1992, Rajic insulted and mistreated one female prisoner, then cocked an automatic rifle with
the intention of killing her, refusing an order to drop the weapon.

His action caused severe mental distress and suffering to the victim, the court found.

Explaining the judgment, presiding judge Redzib Begic said the victim’s testimony was corroborated by another witness.

“[The victim] recognised the defendant during the investigation, she used to see him at Dretelj and heard his full name from
other people,” Begic said.

He added that the court determined that the victim neither participated in hostilities nor belonged to any forces during the
conflict, so had the status of a civilian.

Under a first-instance verdict passed down in November 2017, Rajic was acquitted of committing crimes at Dretelj, but the
appeals chamber quashed the verdict and ordered a retrial.
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He originally stood trial with another former detention camp guard, Ivan Medic, who the appeals chamber sentenced to a
composite sentence of 12 years in prison for crimes at Dretelj.

Friday’s verdict can be appealed.

 Bosnian Prosecution Urges Conviction of Naser Oric (Balkan Insight) By Marija Tausan
November 2, 2018

The prosecution told the state court in Sarajevo on Friday that the defence had not
managed to refute evidence that Naser Oric and his Bosnian Army subordinate
Sabahudin Muhic killed three Serb captives in 1992.

Oric and Muhic are accused of committing the crimes against the prisoners of war in the villages of Zalazje and Kunjerac in the
Srebrenica municipality and in the village of Lolici in the of Bratunac municipality.

Prosecutor Miroslav Janjic argued that defence attempts to undermine the testimony of a protected witness codenamed O-1
had failed.

“The first defence thesis was that the prosecution based its indictment on witness O-1, which is not true… Its second thesis
referred to the credibility of witness O-1. The defence tried to prove that this witness was not credible, but it did not succeed,”
Janjic said. Witness O-1 said that he saw Oric kill a captive in Zalazje and both defendants kill the other two captives.

Janjic also said that defence witnesses were not credible when they claimed that Oric did not participate in the Bosnian Army
operation in the village of Kunjerac, because the defendant himself, while testifying before the Hague Tribunal, said he took
part in that operation. The retrial is being held after the state court’s appeals chamber quashed the original acquittal of Oric
and Muhic in June this year. They deny the charges.

The original trial was highly controversial because Oric is seen as a hero by many Bosniaks for his role in defending Srebrenica
in the years before the 1995 massacres, while some Serbs have claimed that the charges against him should have been more
severe.

Before the original trial started, the defence asked the UN tribunal in The Hague to order a halt to the proceedings against
Oric, arguing that he had already been tried for and acquitted of war crimes in Srebrenica by the Hague court and should not
stand trial for the same crimes twice. The Hague Tribunal rejected the request, with the judge saying that “the murder charges
in the Bosnian indictment fundamentally differ from the murder charges in the Hague indictment with respect to the alleged
victims and the nature, time and location of the alleged crime”. The defence will present its closing statements on November 9.

 Bosnia Arrests Serb Ex-Soldiers for Crimes Against Civilians (Balkan Insight) By Haris Rovcanin
November 6, 2018

Former Bosnian Serb Army soldiers Cvijan Tomanic and Sreco Kandic are accused of
committing violent crimes against Bosniaks and ethnic Albanians in the village of
Glumina, near Zvornik, in 1992.

Bosnia’s State Investigation and Protection Agency arrested Cvijan Tomanic and Sreco Kandic in Zvornik on Tuesday for
alleged wartime crimes against Bosniak and ethnic Albanian civilians.

“They have been charged, in their capacity as former Bosnian Serb Army members, who were armed and acted in
collaboration with other soldiers, with having surrounded a house in which women and children were staying in the village of
Glumina, near Zvornik, in the spring of 1992,” the state prosecution said in a statement.

“They allegedly used threats to force the women to call men who were hiding in the woods to come out, after which they
personally and directly participated in torturing and abusing the Bosniak and Albanian men,” the statement added.

The prosecution alleges that Tomanic and Kandic participated in a widespread and systematic attack on the Bosniak civilian
population in the Zvornik area.

Tomanic is suspected of killing an ethnic Albanian civilian with a handgun and ordering other people, including minors, to
bury his body.

Both men are further charged with taking two Bosniak civilians away to an unknown location, after which they went were not
seen alive again.

Their remains were later exhumed from the Crni Vrh mass grave near Zvornik.
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Domestic Prosecutions In The Former Yugoslavia

 Kosovo Roma Ex-Fighter Jailed For Torturing Albanians (Balkan Insight) By Kastriot Berisha, Die Morina
October 25, 2018

A court in Pristina jailed Skender Bislimi for ten years for torturing Kosovo Albanians
with a Serb paramilitary group during the war in 1999.

Pristina Basic Court on Thursday found Skender Bislimi guilty of war crimes against ethnic Albanian civilians in Fushe
Kosove/Kosovo Polje and sentenced him to ten years in prison.

The prosecution alleged during the trial that Bislimi and ten Serb paramilitaries put up a checkpoint at a crossroads in Fushe
Kosove/Kosovo Polje, where they tortured Kosovo Albanians who had been forced to leave their houses three days after the
NATO bombing campaign against Yugoslavia started in March 1999.

Bislimi is the second person to be convicted of war crimes committed by the same Serb paramilitary group, after Ivan
Radivojevic, who was jailed for eight years in 2014.

Radivojevic was convicted of being one of a group of Serb fighters who assaulted around 40 male Albanian civilians in Fushe
Kosove/Kosovo Polje in March 1999.

“They were made to kneel down with hands behind their heads and forced to sing Serbian songs and were treated inhumanely,
and their bodily integrity was violated,” the EU rule-of-law mission judge in the case, Malcolm Simmons, said at the time.

Bislimi was extradited to Kosovo from Bosnia and Herzegovina in December 2016 after being arrested on an international
arrest warrant issued by the EU rule-of-law mission, EULEX.

 Serbian Court Confirms Strpci Train Massacre Indictment (Balkan Insight) By Filip Rudic
October 29, 2018

Serbia’s Appeals Court confirmed the indictment of five Bosnian Serb ex-fighters
accused of killing 20 passengers abducted from a train in Strpci in Bosnia in 1993 -
over three years after the prosecution charged them.

The Humanitarian Law Centre NGO said on Monday that the indictment of five former Bosnian Serb fighters suspected of the
abduction and massacre of 20 passengers seized from a train in Strpci in 1993 has finally been confirmed and the trial can
start before Belgrade Higher Court.

“The HLC demands that the Serbian institutions responsible for the prosecution of war crimes conduct these criminal
proceedings without further ado,” the Humanitarian Law Centre said in a press release.

The HLC said that the Serbian judicial system has been denying the victims’ families justice for the murder and torture of their
relatives for 25 years.

The Belgrade Appeals Court decision comes more than a year after the Higher Court confirmed the charges in 2017, and some
three-and-a-half years after the original indictment.

The Serbian war crime prosecutor’s office issued indictments in March 2015 against Gojko Lukic, Ljubisa Vasiljevic, Dusko
Vasiljevic, Jovan Lipovac and Dragana Djekic, all former members of the Bosnian Serb Army, for their involvement in the
abductions and killings of the civilian victims.

But since 2015, the Higher Court refused to confirm the charges nine times – three times because it requested amendments,
and six times because the indictment did not meet its legal requirements, the HLC said.

Ten more former Bosnian Serb fighters who were also arrested at the same time in neighbouring Bosnia and Herzegovina
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went on trial in Sarajevo for the Strpci crimes in October 2015.

On February 27, 1993 a group of fighters led by Milan Lukic, the chief of the ‘Avengers’ paramilitary unit, ordered the local
station manager in Strpci to halt an express from Belgrade which was heading to the Montenegrin coastal town of Bar.

The fighters then forced 20 of them to get off the train. Most were Bosniaks who lived in Serbia or Montenegro. There was also
one Croat who was travelling to Montenegro to visit his son, and another man who was never identified.

They were taken by truck to a school in the village of Prelovo near Visegrad, where they were robbed and beaten.

They were then taken onwards to the nearby village of Musici, where they were killed and their bodies thrown in the Drina
River.

The remains of three of them have been found in Lake Perucac near Visegrad, while the other bodies are still missing.

Milan Lukic was sentenced by the Hague Tribunal to life imprisonment for wartime crimes in Visegrad, but not for the
abductions in Strpci.

A court in Montenegro did however jail a former member of Lukic’s unit, Nebojsa Ranisavljevic, for 15 years over the Strpci
case.

During his trial it was proved that there was an advance plan for the abductions and that the Serbian Railway Company had
informed the Serbian Interior Ministry and the Yugoslav Army about the possibility of seizing the passengers.

Another former soldier, Mico Jovicic, pleaded guilty before the Bosnian Court in 2016 and was sentenced to five years in
prison for the crime.

 Zagreb Cuts Bosnian Croat War Criminal’s Sentence (Balkan Insight) By Admir Muslimovic
November 2, 2018

A Zagreb court reduced former Croatian Defence Council officer Marko Radic’s
sentence for crimes against humanity because the Croatian legal system does not
recognise the concept of a ‘joint criminal enterprise’.

The county court in Zagreb has cut former Croatian Defence Council battalion commander’s Marko Radic sentence for
committing crimes against humanity against Bosniaks in Mostar area of Bosnia and Herzegovina from 21 years to 12-and-a-
half years in prison.

The Zagreb judgment, which was handed down on October 1 but has only now become publicly known, amended a verdict
delivered by the Bosnian state court in Sarajevo, which originally convicted Radic, in March 2011.

Radic, who was due to remain in prison until 2027, will now be released by the end of this year because of the time he has
already served.

The Zagreb court amended the Bosnian judgment because Croatia does not recognise the legal concept of a ‘joint criminal
enterprise’.

Radic was found guilty on certain counts charging him with involvement in a joint criminal enterprise.

After he was convicted in Sarajevo, his request to serve his sentence in Croatia instead of Bosnia and Herzegovina was fulfilled.

The transfer was approved by the Bosnian justice minister, Josip Grubesa, on October 8. The county court in Zagreb had
already accepted Radic’s request and passed a verdict taking over the execution of the Bosnian state court’s judgement.

The Bosnian state court’s verdict found that Radic, as commander of the First Bijelo Polje Battalion of the Croatian Defence
Council’s Second Brigade, participated in setting up prisons and ordering the arrest and unlawful detention of several dozen
Bosniak civilians, including women, children and elderly people.

The verdict also said that he participated in the unlawful detention of Bosniak men at the Heliodrom prison camp.

The men were taken to the village of Vojno to do forced labour and kept in brutal, humiliating and inhumane conditions in a
garage and the basement of a house in the village.

Radic’s lawyer Ragib Hadzic, who represented him at his trial before the Bosnian state court, believes that the Zagreb court
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acted correctly in terms of following Croatian law.

“As regards the decision concerning the sentence, each country decides on the restriction of someone’s rights and so on in
accordance with its own legal system,” Hadzic said.
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 Saudis Sent Experts to Remove Evidence of Khashoggi’s Killing, Turkey Says (New York Times) By
Carlotta Gall
Nov. 5, 2018

More than a month after Saudi agents assassinated the journalist Jamal Khashoggi
in Istanbul, officials in Turkey continue to drip out sensational new details in a
killing that has caused an international uproar.

The latest twist in the case that has drawn heavy global criticism of Saudi Arabia: The kingdom sent an expert team to clean up
evidence of the crime under the guise of helping with the investigation, a senior Turkish official said on Monday.

A pro-government newspaper, Sabah, published news of the Saudi cleanup team and photographs of two of its members,
whom it identified as a chemist and a toxicologist, who visited the Saudi Consulate where Mr. Khashoggi was killed.

The senior Turkish official confirmed the main details of the report and said the Saudi team was sent with the knowledge of
top Saudi officials. The two men traveled to Turkey for the sole purpose of covering up evidence of the killing before the
Turkish police were allowed to search the premises, the official said in comments relayed by electronic message.

The two men were identified as Ahmad Abdulaziz al-Junabi, a chemist, and Khaled Yahya al-Zahrani, a toxicologist, part of a
team of Saudi investigators who spent several days in Turkey visiting the consulate and the consul’s residence, ostensibly to
help with the investigation into Mr. Khashoggi’s disappearance, the newspaper reported.

The Turkish official confirmed the names of the two individuals and said they were part of a cleanup team. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity, according to the rules of his office.

The killing has severely strained relations between Turkey and Saudi Arabia, and officials in Istanbul have regularly leaked
new information about the case to ratchet up pressure on the kingdom.

Saudi Arabia has detained 18 people implicated in the killing of Mr. Khashoggi, but has not said who ordered what Turkish
officials have characterized as the political assassination of a prominent critic of the Saudi government. Turkish and Western
officials have said that it is unlikely that such a plan would have been carried out without the blessing of the Saudi crown
prince, Mohammed bin Salman, who is seen as the country’s de facto ruler.

While the killing has compromised Prince Mohammed’s global standing, there is growing international consensus that the
case has not appeared to weaken his grip on power.

In the wake of the killing, international companies have come under pressure to cut ties to Saudi Arabia, but on Monday, the
chief executive of SoftBank of Japan said it would continue to do business with the kingdom.

Speaking on Monday in Geneva, the president of Saudi Arabia’s human rights commission, Bandar al-Aiban, vowed a full
investigation and punishment of those responsible, but shed no new light on the case. His remarks, before the United Nations
Human Rights Council, came in a review of the kingdom’s human rights record.

Turkey has demanded, to no avail, that Saudi Arabia disclose what became of Mr. Khashoggi’s body, that it name the “local
collaborator” who a Saudi official has said helped dispose of the remains, and that it turn over the 18 suspects to face the
Turkish justice system.

In an interview with CNN on Sunday, Mr. Khashoggi’s two sons, Salah and Abdullah, called for their father’s body to be
returned for a burial in Saudi Arabia. Salah Khashoggi said that he had “faith” in the Saudi investigation of the killing and that
“everybody involved will be brought to justice.”

The Saudi cleanup team arrived in Istanbul on Oct. 11, nine days after Mr. Khashoggi’s death, and visited the consulate every
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day from Oct. 12 to Oct. 17, according to Sabah. Turkish investigators were not allowed into the consulate, which is considered
Saudi sovereign territory, until Oct. 15. Sabah published photographs of Mr. Junabi and Mr. Zahrani emerging from the
entrance of the consulate and also published photographs that the newspaper’s investigative editor, Abdurrahman Simsek,
said were head shots from cameras at airport passport control.

The men arrived on the same day as a Saudi delegation that met with President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Oct. 11, as Turkish
officials demanded to know what had happened to Mr. Khashoggi, a critic of the Saudi government who lived in the United
States and wrote opinion articles for The Washington Post. He had entered the consulate on Oct. 2 for a prearranged meeting
to collect papers that would allow him to marry his Turkish fiancée, and was never seen again.

When the group identified as a cleanup team was in Turkey, Saudi officials were still insisting that Mr. Khashoggi, 59, had left
the consulate safely, and that they did not know where he was. They later acknowledged that he had been killed in the
consulate, at first describing his death as the accidental result of a fight, and later calling it premeditated.

Turkey has identified a team of 15 Saudi officials that it has accused of being the perpetrators of the murder, who arrived in
Turkey in the hours before Mr. Khashoggi’s disappearance and left the same day. Some of the 15 turned out to be security
officers close to Prince Mohammed, and included a top forensic specialist.

The Khashoggi case has worsened Saudi relations with not only Turkey, but also with the United States and some of its closest
allies, particularly in Europe. It has also increased attention on Saudi Arabia’s role in the civil war in Yemen, where civilian
casualties continue to climb, leading to calls in the West to stop arms sales to the Saudis.

The United Nations review of Saudi Arabia’s human rights record included demands for a transparent investigation into the
killing, but representatives of several countries took a broader approach to criticizing the kingdom. They pointed to Saudi
Arabia’s frequent and increasing use of capital punishment, including for nonviolent offenses, and accused the Saudis of
executing people for political or religious dissent.

 Turkey Airstrikes Target Iraqi Christian Villages; Activists Call for War Crimes Investigation
(Essex Caller) By CP Reporter
Nov. 7, 2018

The Turkish military launched airstrikes targeting Iraqi Christian villages in northern
Iraq, a rights group warned.

Local sources have told International Christian Concern, a U.S.-based persecution watchdog, that seven predominantly
Christian villages were targeted by Turkish airstrikes last month. September saw an increase in Turkish airstrikes in the north
of Iraq.

“Turkey attempts to justify these airstrikes by claiming that these villages support or have a PKK (Kurdistan Workers‘ Party)
presence,” an ICC reads. “Turkey is occupying a significant swath of land in northern Iraq and is deepening its presence daily.”

According to ICC, Christian villages in Iraq have historically faced challenges spurred by the PKK and the Kurdish Regional
Government. However, the situation for the Christians in largely agricultural northern Iraq has “worsened while the NATO
member continues to gain more territorial control in Iraq‘s north.”

“Human rights groups have repeatedly warned that Turkey is using the PKK‘s general presence as an excuse to expand its
territory and that by conducting airstrikes where there is no specific legitimate military target, Turkey is in violation of
international law,” ICC asserted in its report. In September, Human Rights Watch that there were at least four Turkish
military operations in northern Iraq that claimed to have targetted the PKK (recognized by the United States as a terrorist
group) dating back to May 2017 that should be investigated for possible war crimes.

The PKK has been active in Iraq, with its presence near the border of Turkey, Iran and Syria. The Turkish government has
actively launched operations against the PKK for over 10 years. Turkey‘s airstrikes in northern Iraq have killed at least seven
non-combatants and wounded at least one more, witnesses and relatives told the human rights group.

“As Turkey steps up operations in Iraq, it should be taking all feasible precautions to avoid harming civilians there,” Lama
Fakih, deputy Middle East director at Human Rights Watch, said in a statement. “Turkey should investigate possible unlawful
strikes that killed civilians, punish those responsible for wrongdoing, and compensate victims‘ families.”

Over the weekend, the Turkish military to have “neutralized” at least 18 PKK militants through airstrikes that targeted various
regions of northern Iraq.

HWR noted that Turkish forces have extended their presence in northern Iraq by about 10 miles and has multiple outposts in
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rural governorates under the control of the Kurdistan Regional Government.

Concern was raised earlier this year that Turkey-backed violence targeting the Afrin region of Syria was putting the lives of
Christians and other civilians in “mortal danger.”

“As the leaders of the Christian churches in North Syria, in the town of Afrin we hereby confirm that we are under attack by
Turkey,” an from a pastor (name omitted for security purposes) in the region to international leaders read. “The lives of our
women and children are in danger. The city of Afrin is being bombarded by Turkish airstrikes. We are asking for intervention,
and protection against the violent attacks which are being levied against use at the moment.”

In addition to Christians, Yazidis in the region also raised concern about their safety. Murad Ismael, executive director of the
Yazda relief organization for Yazidi victims of genocide, in March that the Yazidi towns of Bafloun and Qutma were also being
targeted with airstrikes.

“We are evaluating what to do when the [whole] city falls, including an option to ask our people to leave the region altogether,”
he wrote on Twitter. “We cannot have our people in Afrin under Al Nusra and other fundamentalists.”

In August, the Iraqi Foreign Ministry Turkish airstrikes in the civilian-populated, Yazidi-majority Sinjar region in northern
Iraq. The ministry also denied reports that suggested that there was some level of coordination between Ankara and Baghdad
when it comes to Turkey‘s military activities.

In 2014, the Sinjar region was over taken by Islamic State militants, who killed thousands of Yazidi men and boys and sexually
enslaved thousands of Yazidi women and girls. The Turkish airstrikes came while the community has been trying to recover
from the atrocities it suffered.

Since 2015, Turkey has been operating a military camp near Mosul in northern Iraq where it was said to be training rebels to
fight the Islamic State. Iraq Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi accused Turkey in 2015 of failing to respect an agreement to
withdraw its troops from northern Iraq. “[W]e request that the Turkish government announce immediately that it will
withdraw from Iraqi territory,” al-Abadi.

Iraqi-led coalition forces liberated the Mosul region from the Islamic State in 2017. The Kurdish Regional Government has
also denied involvement in Turkey‘s actions in the region. KRG‘s coordinator for international advocacy, Dindar Zebari, told
HRW that the KRG has “encouraged a peaceful settlement of conflict between both sides.”

The KRG shared reports with HRW that show that at least 50 civilians were killed between December 2016 and July 2018
thanks to Turkish and Iranian military operations in northern Iraq

 Khashoggi is being used as a bargaining chip in Turkey’s negotiations (Equal Times) By Jesús A.
Núñez Villaverde
November 7, 2018

For some time now, brutality and contempt for the most fundamental legal standards
have become normal behaviour in the international community. To mention but a
few of the most notable examples, Washington has inured us to extrajudicial
executions, Moscow to the assassination of dissidents and critics, Beijing to the
purging of dissidents and the forced re-education of troublesome minorities and –
while this is by no means the full list of offenders - the European Union has failed to
help the desperate people drowning in the Mediterranean in their attempts to reach
its territory.

That is why, sadly, the murder of Jamal Khashoggi caused no great surprise, particularly as it was at the hands of a regime like
the Saudis, responsible for 150 executions a year of people condemned to death in trials barely worthy of the name, for the
promotion of Islamic radicalism and jihadist violence in several parts of the world, for denying the rights of its own population
(especially women) and for the war crimes it commits daily in Yemen.

It almost comes as a shock that on this occasion there has been an international outcry, as if the murder of Khashoggi had
disclosed some hitherto unknown trait of the House of Saud. A Satrap regime so used to getting its own way with no
significant consequences – beyond the usual formalistic expressions of those who claim to be “deeply concerned” – that it is
not surprising that it has lost sight of any limits on how it should exercise its power. In reality, if it were not for the fact that
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan saw this terrible episode as an unexpected opportunity to try and turn around a doubly pernicious
dynamic – both with Riyadh and Washington – the disappearance of the critical Saudi journalist would barely have received
more attention than the many others who preceded him.
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Erdoğan, acting as if he were not responsible for the fact that Turkey, the country he rules, has the highest number of
imprisoned journalists, is now trying to present himself as a fervent defender of freedom of expression and, with a carefully
calculated leak of information about what might have happened at the Saudi Arabia consulate on 2 October 2018 and about
who was ultimately responsible for the murder of Khashoggi, has decided to play hardball.

His whole strategy is based on making others believe, without ever naming him directly, that he has sufficient information to
incriminate Mohammed bin Salman (MbS) himself, the Saudi prince and heir.

Erdoğan aspires to be the leader of Sunni Islam, in clear competition with Riyadh. This rivalry dates back centuries and
Riyadh appears to have had the advantage for the last few decades (particularly since it established strong links with
Washington 75 years ago, links which still endure today), although we should not forget that at least twice in the 19th century
the Saudi monarchy had to bow to the Turks (and one lost his head). All the signs are that, at least for now, Erdoğan does not
want to break his ties with Riyadh (hence his subtle ploy of praising King Salman while pointing to his son) given that the
Saudis are important clients of and investors in the beleaguered Turkish economy. But right now he is using the information
he has to make Riyadh not only lose credibility in the eyes of the world in the struggle to lead Sunni Islam, but also to end up
paying – be it in the form of investments, donations or any other form of support that helps Ankara out of the crisis – in
exchange for stopping it from spreading any further information that could ruin the succession plans of MbS and plunge the
Saudi monarchy into a colossal crisis.

At the same time it is obvious that Erdoğan is trying to score points with Washington using the same card. To the extent that
the fall of MbS would be a major setback for the Trump administration’s plans to secure a designated partner to maintain the
stability of the Middle East (and facilitate the funds with which it intends to ‘buy’ the Palestinian acceptance of its still
undisclosed peace plan with Israel), Ankara intends to make a profit in exchange for its discretion about what it is supposed to
know about Khashoggi’s death.

The list of demands that Ankara hopes to raise with Washington could cover anything from stronger support from the IMF to
ease its economic problems to the handing over of Fetulah Gülen, described by Ankara as the principal protagonist of the
failed coup of June 2016, not forgetting the ending or at least reduction of US support for the Syrian and Iraqi Kurdish militias
which Turkey describes as terrorist groups.

But that same gambit could backfire painfully if Erdoğan overplays his demands or, above all, if it finally turns out that it is all
a bluff and that he has no more information that has been revealed so far to incriminate the Saudi heir. In this case neither
Riyadh nor Washington will hesitate to do everything possible to make Erdoğan pay heavily for the difficulties he is now going
through. It is reasonable to suppose that it is precisely to clarify this uncertainty that the Director of the CIA, Gina Haspel, has
gone to Turkey. Her conclusions will have a decisive impact on whether Washington and Riyadh comply with Erdogan’s
demands, or whether everything reverts to form: the usual formalistic condemnations as high-sounding as they are innocuous,
and the usual requisite resignations decreed by Riyadh, leaving MbS unharmed.

As far as the Saudi regime itself is concerned, it is enough to point out that the monarch has decided to carry out a reform of
the kingdom’s intelligence and security services, creating a commission in charge of which it has placed ... MbS. A clear
enough sign that the House of the Saud remains firmly convinced that the foundations of its power are not in danger and that,
once the current media and political storm has subsided, everything will return to normal. We shall see.
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 Human Rights Solidarity registered 859 victims of kidnap and assassinations in Libya (The Libya Observer)
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By Abdulkader Assad
November 1, 2018

Human Rights Solidarity (HRS) said it had registered 859 victims of abduction and
assassination across Libya in the first 9 months of 2018.

HRS indicated that the majority of victims were civilians - 717 ones; that is 83% - and 50% of the incidents were assassinations
while 26% were kidnap and 15% were arrest victims.

“89% of the crimes took place in 12 cities and districts while the rest of the crimes happened in 27 other cities and areas in
Libya.” The HRS added in a statement.

Benghazi topped the list of murder, kidnap and assassinations with 393 cases followed by Tripoli with 67, Sabha with 63 and
Al-Kufra with 53 ones who were kidnapped by Chadian and Sudanese rebel groups.

“Benghazi’s explosions and car bombings – two cars in front of Bayat Al-Radwan mosque in January 2018, Obada Al-Samit
mosque in February 2018 and Jamal Abdelnasser St. in May 2018 – all left 246 wounded and 56 killed persons, making up
77% of the total of victims registered in Benghazi.” HRS remarked.

It added that 26% of kidnap victims – 225 ones – have been killed while 24% - 209 ones – have gone missing thus entering the
forced disappearance list.

 Fighting breaks out in Libya’s Sabratha (The Libya Observer)
By Abdulkader Assad
November 4, 2018

The commander of the so-called Anti-ISIS Operations Room in Sabratha (75
kilometers away from Tripoli) Omar Abdeljalil said they had thwarted an attack by
armed groups that was trying to control the city.

Abdeljalil told reporters on Sunday that the armed groups tried to enter Sabratha from the southern part but “our forces
managed to foil the attack,” adding that they lost nobody and none of the fighters were injured.

High alert was announced in Sabratha Educational Hospital after wounded persons started arriving in there.

Local sources reported that fighting broke out Sunday morning between Salafist Brigade “Al-Wadi” which is under the
umbrella of Anti-ISIS Operations Room that is controlling Sabratha and forces headed by Brigade 148 led by Ahmmed Al-
Dabbashi (A.K.A. Al-Ammo) which were trying to enter the city.

“Clashes were reported in Sabratha’s Jafara district in the southern part of the city against forces of Military Council of
Sabratha led by Al-Taher Al-Gharabli.” An official at the city’s security department said, adding that study in schools was
suspended and students were sent home due to the clashes, besides closing shops and state institutions due to exchange of fire
started by “sleeper cells.”

The Head of the military council, Al-Gharabli, has not yet commented on the clashes.

Meanwhile, several media outlets linked the attack Sunday with the threats made previously by the western military zone’s
commander Osama Al-Juwaili who vowed to drive out Sabratha the Salafist Al-Wadi Brigade.

However, the western military zone did not comment on the clashes.

 UN gets tougher on human traffickers in Libya (CNN)
By Richard Roth, Elizabeth Joseph, and Joe Sterling
November 5, 2018

The United Nations Security Council adopted a resolution Monday that keeps the
pressure on suspected human traffickers and sexual abusers in Libya.

The Netherlands spearheaded the effort in the wake of an award-winning undercover report by CNN's Nima Elbagir and Raja
Rezak that revealed trafficking of women in Libyan camps, as the observed captives were sold to the highest bidder.

Dutch officials explained that perpetrators of sexual and gender-based violence can now be sanctioned by the UN Security
Council. This is a new element in an ongoing Security Council sanctions campaign against Libya.
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"The sanctions require countries to freeze the traffickers' assets and impose travel bans on them," The Netherlands' Foreign
Minister Stef Blok said in a statement.

"It means that those perpetrators of sexual violence, for instance in the refugee camps who rape women refugees ... it will be
possible to sanction them, so we think that's an important step forward," Karel J. G. van Oosterom, the Netherlands
ambassador to the United Nations, told reporters outside Security Council chambers Monday morning.

Russia and China abstained on the resolution. Russian UN Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia said countries who were pushing the
resolution wanted to score political points at home.

"This is populism distilled in its purest form," Nebenzia said.

Six months ago, the Security Council for the first time imposed sanctions on six people accused of human trafficking.

The Dutch Ambassador to the UN said his government has been working hard on this issue after CNN "who came, of course,
with the original report from the situation on the ground in Tripoli."

The resolution calls on all UN member states to actively report on the steps they are taking to implement the sanctions against
the six human traffickers, Blok said. "Imposing sanctions sends a signal, but we also need to ensure effective implementation,"
he said.

There are no new sanctions in the resolution, but UK UN political coordinator Stephen Hickey told the Security Council it
"expanded the designation criteria to include gender and sexual based violence." The Netherlands foreign minister, in a
statement given to CNN, said "earlier sanctions have had a significant deterrent effect. These criminals sense that they are
being backed into a corner."

"Sanctions remain an important tool for this Council and our work to support the Government of National Accord and to
stabilize Libya. However, they can only be one part of the solution, which requires full political reconciliation," Hickey said.

 U.N. adds sexual violence as reason for sanctions in Libya (Telegraph Herald)
By Edith M. Lederer
November 6, 2018

The U.N. Security Council on Monday authorized action against illicit oil exports from
Libya until February 2020, and it added planning and committing sexual and gender-
based violence as reasons for sanctions over objections from Russia and China.

The vote in the U.N.’s most powerful body on a resolution that also renewed asset freezes and travel bans on Libyan political
spoilers was 13-0, with Russia and China abstaining.

“This sends a powerful signal that the international community will not tolerate such crimes,” senior British diplomat Stephen
Hickey, whose country drafted the resolution, said of the addition of sexual and gender-based violence.

Libya plunged into chaos after the 2011 uprising that ousted and killed longtime dictator Moammar Gadhafi and is now
governed by rival administrations in the east and west. It has also become a haven for armed groups, including several from
neighboring countries, which survive on looting and human trafficking.

The Netherlands and Sweden pushed for including “planning, directing or committing acts involving sexual and gender-based
violence” as criteria for sanctions, citing the increasingly worrying problem in Libya especially against migrants trying to reach
Europe.

Dutch Ambassador Karel Van Oostrom told the council after the vote that such violence “is directly connected to the issues of
peace and security we are discussing today.”

Russian Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia strongly disagreed, saying sexual and gender-based violence is a crime that is dealt
with by national governments and is considered at the U.N.

Human Rights Council and the Commission on the Status of Women. It is not a threat to international peace and security that
the Security Council should deal with, he said.

“We are under the impression that the countries pushing this into the Security Council agenda are attempting to gain domestic
political capital through the imposition of sanctions regimes against other states,” Nebenzia said. “The facts of such crimes
perpetrated against migrants in Libya only confirm our premise that the most effective means of combating this scourge is
eradicating the relevant criminal networks.”
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U.S. deputy ambassador Jonathan Cohen said the resolution should have been adopted unanimously and “be sending a clear
message to the Libyan people — that we are united behind you and that we on the Security Council will hold Libyan spoilers to
account for their actions.”

In June, the Security Council voted unanimously to impose sanctions on six leaders of criminal networks engaged in human
trafficking and migrant smuggling from Libya, and in September it slapped sanctions on Libyan militia leader Ibrahim Jadran
for attacking Libyan oil facilities in the summer.

The resolution adopted Monday extended authorization for U.N. member states to board suspect vessels and return illegally
seized oil to the Libyan government until Feb. 15, 2020. The initial resolution was adopted in March 2014, three days after
U.S. Navy SEAL commandos seized a tanker off Cyprus containing Libyan oil that a militia controlling the country’s oil
terminals was trying to export in defiance of the central government.

The resolution also calls on U.N. member states to report to the Security Council committee monitoring sanctions against
Libya on their implementation of the measures, including those recently adopted. It also extended the mandate of the panel of
experts assisting the committee until Feb. 15, 2020.
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 Why do Kurds continue to flee Iraq's Kurdish region? (Al Jazeera) By Mariya Petkova 
October 30, 2018

When the boat turned over, Mahabad Ismael struggled to get to the surface. When
she did, she found her husband, Issa, and her 12-year-old son, Abdullah. Her other
four children were nowhere in sight.

"My boy started crying: Where are they? They died. They died. No, I said, they are alive. They are around," she recalls.

But he didn't believe her. From the shock of what had happened, he started shaking and eventually drowned. She couldn't save
him. Then she saw all members of an Afghan family die one after the other, their bodies floating around her. Then the waves
swallowed a Kurdish man called Mohammed. And then her husband, Issa. She was left all alone in the darkness, fighting for
her life amid a stormy sea.

Mahabad spent 28 hours in the water off the coast of the Turkish town of Karaburun, praying and thinking of her dead
children. She was the sole survivor of a boat of 35 people - Syrians, Afghans and Iraqi Kurds - who had tried to reach the Greek
island of Chios.

Dressed in black and sitting in the guest room of her relatives' home, Mahabad speaks with difficulty of the tragedy that took
her whole family on October 9. She takes long pauses but does not cry.

"It is a miracle I survived, it is what God ordained," she says.

Eventually, sea currents pushed her to the shore, where she found the strength to pick herself up and start walking. She tried
to wave down cars passing by but no one would stop. She tried knocking on doors, but no one would open.

Finally, two Turkish men walking a dog saw her and tried to help. Still wearing her lifejacket and dripping wet, she was taken
to the local gendarmerie and then to hospital where doctors took care of her swollen body. She later found out that a few
bodies had been recovered from the shore.

With a heavy heart, she went to the morgue where she recognised her husband, her eldest son and the Afghan lady and her
husband who had been on the boat with them.

A few days later, relatives came to take her and the two bodies back to her village of Dashtmere near the Iraqi Kurdish town of
Zakho. Apart from her family, 13 other Iraqi Kurds died on that boat.

Zakho is a relatively prosperous town, with many families working in trade and transportation linked to the nearby Ibrahim
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Khalil border crossing between Turkey and the Kurdish region, the main gateway for the billions-worth of Turkish goods that
Iraq imports. Like most Kurdish cities, it remained relatively safe and stable during the advance of the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS) and the subsequent war effort to dismantle it.

For the decade and a half since the 2003 US invasion of Iraq, the Kurdish region prospered, its residents enjoying a much
higher standard of living than the rest of the country. Yet over the past four years, large numbers of Iraqi Kurds have
attempted the dangerous journey to Europe.

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) currently does not release official statistics on legal and illegal emigration, says
Abdel Majid Shoukri, the head of the office of the Ministry of Migration and the Displaced in Dohuk Province, where Zakho is
located.

"I think the government doesn't publish the statistics because it doesn't want to encourage young people to emigrate or to
despair them," he says.

In his estimate, thousands of Iraqi Kurds leave each year using human smuggling channels through Turkey to Europe, and
hundreds die along the way, killed by the sea, harsh weather, or by the smugglers themselves.

According to Barzoo Eliassi, Associate Professor at the Swedish Linnaeus University, between 2003 and 2013, the economic
prosperity of Iraq's Kurdish region encouraged many Kurds who had emigrated before to come back.

But the political disputes that started between the KRG and Baghdad starting in 2013-2014 and the drop in oil prices gradually
worsened the economic situation. A lot of major infrastructure projects were put on hold and foreign investment decreased,
while the government cut the salaries of state employees.

But apart from the Erbil-Baghdad dispute, part of the blame for the deteriorating socioeconomic situation in the Kurdish
region should also be put on the Kurdish political elite, says Eliassi.

"In Kurdistan, we have two parties, which, like parties in the rest of the Middle East, are run by two families [who] rule
everything. They rule the economy, the military, [...] the institutions and so on," he says. "The wild corruption in the Kurdistan
region has made many people frustrated."

In his opinion, the 20-year-old power-sharing agreement between the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) has limited access to resources for people who are not directly affiliated with the two parties. In this
regard, however, the Kurdish region is no different from the rest of Iraq, where some of the regions richest in oil, such as
Basra, are also the poorest and most underdeveloped, Eliassi points out.

"The political elite in Iraq is [so] corrupt that it has made many, particularly in our part of Iraq, yearn for Saddam [Hussein's
era]," he says.

Last year, after the independence referendum conducted by the KRG, the Iraqi central government imposed an air blockade
on the Kurdish region and cut its share of the country's budget, which exacerbated the KRG's economic woes even further.

This inevitably affected the region of Zakho. It was the family's worsening economic situation that ultimately pushed Issa,
Mahabad's husband, to take the decision to leave for Europe three months ago. To provide for his family, he had been running
an electric generator and selling electricity to other residents of their village during the long hours of blackouts which Iraq
suffers from on a daily basis.

When the cost of running the generator went up and the money was no longer enough to secure the future of his five children,
Issa started thinking of emigration.

Both he and his wife have relatives in Italy, Germany and the UK, who they were hoping could help them once they reached
Europe.

The smuggler who arranged their trip was a man called Nazir, a German citizen originally from the Zakho area, Mahabad says.
They paid $2,500 a person for their family of seven; to raise that much money, they had to sell their house in Dashtmere.

After they travelled by plane to Istanbul, Nazir took them to Karabunu, near the city of Izmir, where they stayed three days.
Just before boarding the motorboat that was supposed to take them across the sea to Chios island, Mohabad and Issa changed
their mind and decided to go back to Iraq. Nazir, however, convinced them that they had to go after having spent all this
money to get to Izmir.

Half an hour after they left the shore, the boat started filling with water. Issa called Nazir twice asking him to either come and
get them or call the Turkish police. Both times the smuggler said he would do that. But no one came to their rescue.



Eventually, the boat ran out of fuel and a big wave turned it over.

"May God curse him. I would kill [Nazir] if I see him in the street. I lost my whole family in the sea because of him," says
Mohabad. "If he had just made one call to the police, they would have been alive today."

Now, Mohabad spends her days hoping and waiting for the bodies of her four children to be retrieved so she can bury them
and find some closure.

 Provincial governor escapes bomb explosion in central Iraq (XinhuaNet) November 1, 2018

The governor of Salahudin Province on Thursday escaped a roadside bomb explosion
in central Iraq, a provincial security source said.

The roadside blast took place near the convoy of Ammar Jabur Khalil, governor of Salahudin, during his visit to al-Seniyah
town in the north of the oil refinery town of Baiji, some 200 km north of Iraq's capital Baghdad, said Mohammed Khalil al-
Bazi from Salahudin Operations Command.

The explosion wounded two bodyguards of the governor and badly damaged a vehicle in the convoy, Bazi said.

Meanwhile, a joint army and police force raided an IS hideout in Tulul al-Baj area near al-Seniyah and killed three IS
militants, he added.

The IS militants are responsible for a series of attacks against civilians and security forces on the main road near Tulul al-Baj
area, according to the security source.

The key cities of Salahudin Province, including Tikrit located some 170 km north of Baghdad, were captured by IS militants in
June 2014, but the province was eventually freed by Iraqi security forces in major offensives.

On Dec. 9, 2017, Iraqi former Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi officially declared full liberation of the country from IS militants
after Iraqi forces recaptured all areas once seized by the extremist group.

However, small IS groups and individuals have regrouped in desert and rugged areas, carrying out attacks against the security
forces and civilians despite operations from time to time to hunt them down.

 Iraq deploys up to 30,000 fighters to secure Syrian border from ISIS (ABC News) By Alastair Jamieson
November 2, 2018

A huge deployment of up to 30,000 fighters has been ordered along Iraq’s western
border amid fears that Islamic State could enter from Syria in a repeat of its 2014
offensive.

Two Iraqi Army brigades, each with 3,000 to 5,000 troops, have been redeployed to border areas over the past two days in
order to prevent extremist fighters crossing over, according to the Iraqi military.

In addition, Shiite Muslim militias known as the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), announced that 20,000 fighters have
been redeployed to the same border “to provide border security after some Syrian villages fell under the control of ISIS.”

Iraq is desperate to avoid a repeat of the losses it sustained four years ago when the extremist Sunni Muslim group took over
the province of Nineveh and declared a caliphate before spreading farther into Iraq.

Many areas of Syria and Iraq were only recently liberated from ISIS control, although Iraq’s western province of Anbar is still
home to many of the group’s militants.

Ongoing clashes in the region have demonstrated the continuing threat from ISIS, months after authorities on both sides of
the frontier declared the militants had been effectively defeated.

Last week, militants launched one of this year's fiercest attacks against the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces, killing as
many as 70 of its fighters.

The PMF said Wednesday it had killed two ISIS commanders who were responsible for the attack.

Last month, ISIS stormed the northern Iraqi village of Gharib, killing three villagers and wounding nine after residents
refused to collaborate with them and give them supplies such as food and ammunition.
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The U.S. has an estimated 2,000 special forces troops on the ground in Syria assisting the SDF.

Hisham al-Hashimi, an ISIS expert who advises the Iraqi government, said the militant group now operates as it did in 2010
and, despite losing its territorial hold, "still has long arms to strike."

A United Nations report in August said ISIS has up to 30,000 members distributed roughly equally between Syria and Iraq,
and said its global network increasingly poses a threat.

"Make no mistake about it, as ISIS has collapsed inward, in their own way, they have reinforced a center as they've been forced
into what is now less than 2 percent of their original territory," Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said in Paris last month.

 IS left 200 mass graves in Iraq – UN (BBC) November 6, 2018

More than 200 mass graves containing thousands of bodies have been found in areas
of Iraq that were once controlled by the Islamic State (IS) group, a UN investigation
has found.

The graves were found in the north and western governorates of Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salahuddin and Anbar.

They could contain as many as 12,000 victims, the UN report said.

IS seized parts of Iraq in 2014 and imposed brutal rule, commonly killing anyone of whom it disapproved.

It was eventually vanquished by a US-led air campaign backed by Iraqi government forces and allied militias on the ground,
although pockets of IS activity remain in some areas.

The sites, the report notes, contain critical evidence that will not only identify the victims but also help prosecutors build cases
for war crimes, crimes against humanity and possibly genocide.

The report said 202 mass graves had been documented so far, including 95 in Ninevah, 37 in Kirkuk, 36 in Salah al-Din and
24 in Anbar.

Investigators estimate between 6,000-12,000 victims are buried at the sites, including women, children, the elderly, people
with disabilities, foreign workers, and members of the Iraqi security forces.

"The mass grave sites documented in our report are a testament to harrowing human loss, profound suffering and shocking
cruelty," said Ján Kubiš, the UN Secretary General's special representative for Iraq.

"Determining the circumstances surrounding the significant loss of life will be an important step in the mourning process for
families and their journey to secure their rights to truth and justice."

Significant challenges facing families of the missing are also highlighted. Currently, they have to register with five separate
Iraqi offices to try to establish the fate of their loved ones.

The report calls for a public, centralised registry of missing persons as well as a federal Office of Missing Persons.

It also urges the international community to provide more resources and support to the Iraqi government to help carry out a
detailed forensic search of the sites.

Iraq's war with IS

● January 2014: Forces of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant capture the cities of Falluja and Ramadi

● June 2014: The jihadists take Mosul, Iraq's second city, after a six-day battle

● 29 June 2014: ISIL changes its name to Islamic State, announcing a new caliphate under Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi

● August 2014: IS captures Sinjar. Some 200,000 civilians, mostly Yazidis, flee to the Sinjar mountains, prompting US-aided
air drops

● March 2015: Iraqi forces and allied Shia militias retake Tikrit

● December 2015: Ramadi recaptured

● June 2016: Falluja retaken
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● October 2016: Iraqi forces, Shia militias, Kurdish units and international allies lay siege to Mosul

● July 2017: Mosul retaken

● December 2017: Iraq's PM announces an end to the war with IS

[back to contents]

Syria

 Human Rights Watch says US should not transfer suspected jihadists from Syria to Iraq 'if they
will be at risk of torture or unfair trial' (First Post) October 31, 2018

US forces have been handing over suspected jihadists captured in Syria to the
authorities in Iraq, where they face torture and botched trials, Human Rights Watch
said on Wednesday

The New York-based watchdog said the United States had transferred suspected members of the Islamic State group for trials
in Baghdad. "The US should not be transferring IS suspects from Syria to Iraq or elsewhere if they will be at risk of torture or
an unfair trial," HRW's Nadim Houry said.

The rights group said independent observers told them that several foreign defendants — including from France, Australia,
and Lebanon — were tried in Baghdad recently and reported being captured in Syria.

In some cases, the defendants said they had never been to Iraq before.

"Faced with the refusal by many countries to take back their nationals, the US seems to have taken the easy way out by
transferring some to Iraq and be done with it," Houry said.

The fate of hundreds of foreign suspected IS members detained by the Kurdish forces in the semi-autonomous northeastern
region of Syria has become something of an international political and legal hot potato.

Most of their governments have refused to repatriate them for trials at home and the Kurdish administration holding them has
signalled it did not intend to try them locally.

 Damascus demands international probe into US-led coalition's crimes in Syria (PressTV) November
1, 2018

The Syrian government has asked the United Nations Security Council to conduct an
“international investigation” into crimes perpetrated against ordinary Syrians by the
so-called US-led coalition purportedly fighting the Daesh Takfiri terrorist group.

The Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, in two separate letters addressed to United Nations Secretary General
Antonio Guterres and the rotating president of the UN Security Council Ma Zhaoxu on Thursday, stated that the mass graves
uncovered in the northwestern city of Raqqah were proof of bloody carnage committed by the military alliance against
innocent civilians, and its systematic attacks on Syria’s sovereignty, unity and integrity.

The letters added that the US-led coalition was using internationally banned weapons, including white phosphorus bombs, in
bombing residential neighborhoods in Raqqah, Dayr al-Zawr, Aleppo and Hasakah provinces.

“A number of mass graves were recently discovered in the city of Raqqah. The bodies of more than 4,000 people, mostly
women, children and the elderly, were found under the rubble of US-led airstrikes, especially in the White Garden district, al-
Rashid Stadium and the city zoo. A mass grave was unearthed in an agricultural land next to the Children's Hospital and the
National Hospital, which contained the remains of 2,500 women, children and the elderly,” the Syrian Foreign Ministry said.

“Another mass grave was uncovered yesterday in the Panorama district, containing more than 1,500 bodies of civilians who
had been killed by the strikes of the US-led coalition,” it pointed out.

https://www.firstpost.com/world/human-rights-watch-says-us-should-not-transfer-suspected-jihadists-from-syria-to-iraq-if-they-will-be-at-risk-of-torture-or-unfair-trial-5479041.html
https://www.firstpost.com/world/human-rights-watch-says-us-should-not-transfer-suspected-jihadists-from-syria-to-iraq-if-they-will-be-at-risk-of-torture-or-unfair-trial-5479041.html
https://www.firstpost.com/world/human-rights-watch-says-us-should-not-transfer-suspected-jihadists-from-syria-to-iraq-if-they-will-be-at-risk-of-torture-or-unfair-trial-5479041.html
https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2018/11/01/578757/Damascus-demands-international-probe-into-USled-massacres-in-Syria
https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2018/11/01/578757/Damascus-demands-international-probe-into-USled-massacres-in-Syria


The letters added that “the tragic discovery of these mass graves only amount to two percent of the destruction that this
criminal alliance has wreaked on Raqqah. We (the Syrian government) have repeatedly pointed to the bloody massacre being
committed by the US-led coalition against Syrian people. This coalition transferred members of Daesh terror network to Dayr
al-Zawr in a bid to fight the Syrian army and complete its plan to undermine Syria’s unity and sovereignty.”

“The Syrian government strongly condemns attacks by the US-led coalition, as well as its war crimes and massacre
[perpetrated] against Syrian civilians. It also denounces the failure of some countries to withdraw from the alliance and not
allow the crimes to be written in their names,” the Syrian Foreign Ministry stressed.

The letters then censured the silence of some countries and international bodies over the killing of thousands of civilians in
Raqqah and the complete destruction of the city.

“Syria calls on the Security Council to shoulder its responsibilities as regards maintaining international peace and security,
[and] to immediately stop the crimes of the US-led coalition against Syrian people and to prevent their recurrence.

“It also calls for an international investigation into the crimes and massacre perpetrated in the city of Raqqah. Damascus urges
the Security Council to put an end to the aggressive presence of US and other illegal foreign forces on Syrian soil, and to
prevent them from implementing their plans to undermine the unity and territorial integrity of Syria,” the ministry concluded.

The US-led coalition has been conducting airstrikes against what are said to be Daesh targets inside Syria since September
2014 without any authorization from the Damascus government or a UN mandate.

The military alliance has repeatedly been accused of targeting and killing civilians. It has also been largely incapable of
achieving its declared goal of destroying Daesh.

 Syrian human-rights group accuses Russia of targeting civilians (Northwest Arkansas Democrat
Gazette) November 1, 2018

A Syrian-led human-rights group said Wednesday that it has documented more than
1,400 incidents in which Russian forces indiscriminately targeted civilians and
civilian infrastructure in the three years since Moscow intervened in the civil war in
Syria.

The Berlin-based Syrian Archive has created a database of more than 3,000 verified videos of the incidents, reported between
September 2015, when Russia began its airstrikes on behalf of President Bashar Assad’s forces, and September 2018.

Hadi al-Khatib of the group said the searchable database is the first visual documentation of alleged Russian airstrikes in Syria
and is essential for “advancing justice.” The database, which includes more than 700 incidents in which civilian casualties
were reported and some 35 hospitals were struck, can help lawyers build cases against perpetrators of violence, he said.

The database includes videos from citizens, journalists, humanitarian groups and the Russian Defense Ministry.

Russia denies targeting civilians and has often said the airstrikes are aimed at “terrorist infrastructure.” In a recent report on
its three-year involvement in Syria, the Russian military lists the number of airstrikes and the types of aircraft and weapons
used, but doesn’t say anything about casualties.

Syrian Archive said it has documented and verified at least 704 incidents in which there were civilian casualties as a result of
alleged Russian attacks. The verified videos show that at least 35 hospitals 27 mosques, 23 schools and 27 markets were struck
in Russian airstrikes, it said.

The group also identified 63 incidents in which cluster munitions were used and 39 incidents in which incendiary weapons
were used.

Russia denies using those weapons.

 Will Syria's war criminals ever be brought to justice? (Al Jazeera) November 4, 2018

This week on UpFront, we interview former war crimes prosecutor Carla del Ponte,
who last year quit the United Nations Commission of Inquiry on Syria in protest,
saying that justice for Syria’s victims was not possible.

And in a special discussion, we look at the escalation of violence in Gaza with humanitarian aid worker Najla Shawa and
Donald MacIntyre, author of Gaza: Preparing for Dawn.
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In August 2017, Carla del Ponte quit the UN's investigative commission for Syria, blaming the Security Council for its inaction.
More than a year later, has anything changed and does she have any regrets?

Passing resolutions in the UN Security Council "is still not possible because Russia is still putting an obstacle to each, each
decision to obtain justice for the victims," she said.

Del Ponte, who was formerly the Chief Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and the tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia, explained that without political will, justice for war crimes is impossible. And while unlike in Syria, those
tribunals were set up to investigate crimes against humanity, she also acknowledged their limitations.

Asked whether she believes that NATO committed war crimes during its bombing campaign of Kosovo, del Ponte replied that
she was unable to conclude an investigation and issue an indictment "because the states were refusing to cooperate with the
tribunal."

 ‘Enough evidence to convict‘ Syria‘s Assad of war crimes (Lakeland Observer) November 4, 2018

The UN Commission of Inquiry on Syria has gathered enough evidence for President
Bashar al-Assad to be convicted of war crimes, a prominent member of the
commission, Carla del Ponte, said in remarks published on Sunday.

Ms Del Ponte, 70, who prosecuted war crimes in Rwanda and former Yugoslavia, announced last week that she was stepping
down from her role in frustration at the UN Security Council‘s failure to continue the commission‘s work by setting up a
special tribunal for Syria that could try alleged war criminals.

She has not said when she will leave her post.

Asked in an interview with Swiss newspaper SonntagsZeitung whether there was enough evidence for Mr Assad to be
convicted of war crimes, she said: “Yes, I am convinced that is the case. That is why the situation is so frustrating. The
preparatory work has been done. Despite that, there is no prosecutor and no court.”

The Syrian government led by Mr Assad denies reports by the commission documenting widespread war crimes committed by
government-backed forces and Syria‘s security services.

Ms Del Ponte, a former Swiss attorney general, joined the three-member Syria inquiry in September 2012, chronicling
incidents such as chemical weapons attacks, a genocide against Iraq‘s Yazidi population, siege tactics, and the bombing of aid
convoys.

The commission was set up in August 2011 and has regularly reported on human rights violations, but its pleas to observe
international law have largely fallen on deaf ears.

Although the United Nations is setting up a new body to prepare prosecutions, there is no sign of any court being established
to try war crimes committed in the six-and-a-half year-old war. Nor is there any intention by the UN Security Council to refer
the situation to the International Criminal Court in the Hague.

“For six years, the commission has investigated. Now a prosecutor should continue our work and bring the war criminals
before a special court. But that is exactly what Russia is blocking with its veto in the UN Security Council,” Ms del Ponte was
quoted as saying.

Russia, a close ally of Mr Assad‘s government, has a veto on the Security Council as one of its five permanent members.

Asked which of the parties to the conflict the commission had primarily investigated, she said: “They all committed war
crimes. Therefore we investigated all of them.”

 Iraq, Syria among world’s worst for journalists murdered with impunity (Rudaw) November 5, 2018

Iraq and Syria are among the nations with the worst records for prosecuting the
killers of journalists in the 2018 Global Impunity Index released by the Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ) this week.

CPJ analyzed the death of journalists based on the number of unsolved murder cases as a percentage of each nation’s
population over a 10-year period between September 1, 2008 and August 31, 2018.

“In the past decade, at least 324 journalists have been silenced through murder worldwide and in 85 percent of these cases no
perpetrators have been convicted,” read a statement by CPJ. “It is an emboldening message to those who seek to censor and
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control the media through violence.”

Out of 14 countries included in the Global Impunity Index, Syria came second with a total of 18 unsolved murder cases
involving journalists from a population of 18.3 million people followed by Iraq in third place with 25 unsolved murder cases
from a population of 38.3 million. Somalia held the worst rate for the fourth year in a row with 25 unsolved cases from a
population of 14.7 million. The remaining nations included in the 2018 Global Impunity Index include South Sudan,
Philippines, Afghanistan, Mexico, Columbia, Pakistan, Brazil, Russia, Bangladesh, Nigeria and India.

Only nations with five or more unsolved murder cases are included in the index. It does not include the number of journalists
killed while on dangerous work assignments or during armed conflict.

CPJ noted that the majority of those killed in their line of work were local journalists.

“The list includes states where instability caused by conflict and violence by armed groups has fueled impunity, as well as
countries where journalists covering corruption, crime, politics, business, and human rights have been targeted and the
suspects have the means and influence to circumvent justice through political influence, wealth or intimidation.”

The Global Impunity Index is released by CPJ in conjunction with the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against
Journalists which falls on November 2 annually.

 France issues arrest warrants for three senior Syrian officials (The Daily Star Lebanon) November 5,
2018

France issued Monday international arrest warrants for three senior Syrian
intelligence officials on counts of “complicity in crimes against humanity,” in case
involving two French-Syrian nationals.

Among those targeted is National Security Bureau director Ali Mamlouk, who oversees the entire Syrian security apparatus
and is one of Syrian President Bashar Assad’s most senior advisor. The other high ranking officials sought include Head of the
Syrian Air Force Intelligence Directorate Jamil Hassan, already the subject of a German arrest warrant, and the head of the Air
Force Intelligence Investigative Branch at Mezzeh military airport, Abdel-Salam Mahmoud.

The warrants, issued in October but made public Monday stem from a long-running case involving two French-Syrian
nationals, Mazen and Patrick Dabbagh. The father and son were forcibly disappeared after they were arrested by Syrian Air
Force Intelligence in Damascus November 2013.

The Dabbagh family learned over the summer that the pair had died in prison after their names appeared on a list of names
released by Damascus of deaths in government detention. It is estimated that more than 80,000 have been subjected to
enforced disappearance by the Syrian government since the start of the conflict.

Amnesty International's Senior Director for Research Anna Neistat said in a statement that the arrest warrants were an
"important step towards delivering justice for the countless victims of gross human rights violations carried out by the Syrian
government."

“The international community should follow France’s lead by taking steps, wherever possible, to end impunity in the Syria
conflict and hold all parties to account,” Neistat added.

But there is little prospect of accountability on an international level, as Syria is not a signatory to the International Criminal
Court and Russia continues to block its referral by the U.N. Security Council.

 Ending use of chemical weapons in Syria: ‘still work to be done’, says UN disarmament chief (UN
News) November 5, 2018

As inspections and investigations continue into several reported instances of
chemical weapons use against civilians in Syria, the United Nations High
Representative on Disarmament Affairs, Izumi Nakamitsu, told the Security Council
on Monday that much remains to be done to end their use, and called for
international unity.

In more than seven years of brutal civil conflict, the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and the
UN, through a Joint Investigative Mechanism, found evidence of multiple instances where chemical weapons – including
sulfur mustard and sarin – were used by the Syrian Government forces as well as non-state armed groups.

In 2013, the UN Security Council adopted unanimously resolution 2118, which called on Member States to implement a
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programme to eliminate the use chemical weapons in the Syrian conflict.

The effort, led now by the OPCW, has made some additional headway: the inspection of two facilities is currently underway in
Barzah and in Jamrayah; a fact-finding mission was carried out in September in Douma into allegations of use and
conclusions are expected to be released shortly; five other incidents of alleged use of chemical weapons in 2017 are also
currently being investigated.

However, five years after the Security Council’s resolution was adopted, High Representative Nakamitsu said “there is still
work to be done.” She referred for example to “allegations regarding a possible planned use of chemical weapons in Idlib” –
the last area of the country under rebel control where millions of civilians are sheltering – which are “continuing to surface”.

“So long as the use of chemical weapons is ongoing, or the threat of their use lingers, we must retain our focus on this issue
and not allow ourselves to become inured to it,” she stated.

Stressing that “unity in the UN Security Council is required,” she noted that “the identification and accountability of those
responsible is imperative”.

In June, the OPCW Secretariat was given the task by the parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention, to “put in place
arrangements to identify the perpetrators of the use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic”.

Calling on the Security Council to “re-establish the norm against chemical weapons,” she said that “the use of these weapons
must always be seen as a violation of a deeply-held taboo”.

“The vitality and credibility of the broader disarmament and non-proliferation architecture depends upon it”.

Following Ms. Nakamitsu’s briefing, Representative of the United States of America, Jonathan Cohen, expressed support for
the UN-led political process to end the war in Syria, and noted that “chemical weapons have no place in our world”.

Disputing the facts as presented by the UN disarmament chief, the Russian Ambassador, Vassily Nebenzia, stated that
“chemical stockpiles were withdrawn from Syria under the oversight of the OPCW,” that “the facilities of the former military
chemical programme have been destroyed” and that “the inspection measures have become futile”.

 No less than 488 Cases of Arbitrary Arrest in Syria in October 2018: 63% of all Arrests Were Made
by Syrian Regime Forces, most of Which Involved Individuals Who Agreed to Settlements (Syrian
Network for Human Rights) November 5, 2018

SNHR said today in its special monthly report that documents cases of arbitrary
arrest at the hands of all parties to the conflict in Syria that no less than 488 arrest
cases were recorded in October.

The report notes that arbitrary arrests have been made in Syria on a daily basis since the start of the popular uprising for
democracy in March 2011 for simply exercising one of their basic rights such as the freedom of opinion and expression, or
because they were denied a fair trial, or because they were detained after their punishment had ended. According to the report,
arbitrarily detained individuals are subjected to solitary confinement for several months or sometimes years if not indefinitely
at official and non-official detention centers in most cases.

The report stresses that the Syrian regime is responsible for no less than 87% of all arbitrary arrests. In most cases, victims’
families can’t accurately identify the entity that made the arrest, considering that all of the forces that sided with the Syrian
regime (Iranian militias, the Lebanese group Hezbollah, and others), aside from the four main security agencies and their
many branches, have the authority to arrest, torture, and commit the crimes of enforced-disappearance.

Furthermore, the report notes that the issue of detainees is almost the only issue that has yet to see any progress despite all the
negotiations, agreements, and Cessation of Hostilities statements.

The report notes that the mounting number of arrests is due to a number of reasons. Most notably, the fact that many
detainees weren’t arrested over a crime they committed, but because of their relatives’ involvement with armed opposition
factions or because they were involved themselves with humanitarian relief. Also, most of the arrests are made randomly and
involve people who have no association with the popular uprising or relief efforts, or even military. In addition, many groups
affiliated to Syrian regime forces have the authority to make arrests, and carry out arbitrary arrests with the lack of any
judicial supervisions by government authorities.

The report records 6,597 since the start of 2018, and documents the toll of arbitrary arrests in October at the hands of the
parties to the conflict. In addition, the report monitors the most notable raid and inspection points that resulted in detentions
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in October. The report also outlines the most notable individual cases and incidents of arbitrary arrest.

The report sheds light on the strict standards incorporated by the report in order to determine an incident of arbitrary arrests,
as the report avoids recording any incidents of detention, imprisonment, or deprivation of freedom in accordance with the
international laws and the set of principles on arbitrary arrest. The report draws upon verifying information from various
sources, such as: victims’ families, SNHR members in Syrian governorates, cooperating local activists, and former detainees,
in addition to contacting the families of the detainees and forcibly-disappeared persons, as well as people close to them and
people who survived detention for the purpose of collecting as much information and data as possible, in light of
extraordinarily and extremely complex challenges.

According to the report, the record of arbitrary arrests made in October featured a number of campaigns of raids and arrests
by Syrian regime forces which focused on civilians and former armed opposition fighters in the areas that had signed
settlement agreements with Syrian regime forces. Our monitoring also confirmed that Syrian regime force arrested some of
the previously forcibly displaced civilians who returned from north Syria to their hometowns as part of these settlement
agreements. In addition, Syrian regime forces launched a sweeping arrest campaign against individuals who had returned
from neighboring countries, as well as targeting individuals who should supposedly have been protected by the amnesty laws
and reconciliation offers established by the regime. October also saw an increase in the rates of kidnappings for ransom by
Syrian regime forces’ security apparatuses, particularly by personnel of the Air Force Intelligence and Military Intelligence
forces. These abductions were concentrated in the cities of Hama, Latakia, and Homs, and particularly targeted women and
children.

The report adds that Syrian regime forces continued with their policies of pursuing civilian activists involved in the popular
uprising for democracy, as well as targeting individuals affiliated with the armed opposition in areas under opposition control,
with regime forces also carrying out campaigns of raids and arrests that targeted entire families related to members of armed
opposition factions. These arrests, which included women and children, were concentrated in the cities of Hama, Latakia, and
Homs.

Meanwhile, the report notes, Self-Management forces continued enforcing their policies of arbitrary arrest and enforced
disappearance throughout the month of October, targeting political activists and members of civil society groups who oppose
their views. These arrests were concentrated in Hasaka governorate. Additionally, Self-Management forces continued their
policy of arbitrary arrest for the purpose of conscription. October also saw an increase in the rate of child arrests for the
purpose of conscription by Self-Management forces, particularly in the areas under their control in Hasaka governorate.

In addition to these incidents, October also saw the arrests of doctors and local council personnel by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham,
whose members also continue to pursue and arrest armed opposition fighters belonging to factions affiliated with the
Euphrates Shield and Olive Branch operation rooms, with these arrests being concentrated in the southern suburbs of Idlib
governorate. Factions from the armed opposition, meanwhile, continued making arrests in the territories under their control,
which were concentrated in Aleppo governorate, and particularly Afrin city.

The report outlines the toll of arbitrary arrests in October, as the report records no less than 488 cases. Of those, Syrian
regime forces arrested 306, including 18 children and 26 women (adult female).

Self-Management forces arrested 118 individuals, including eight children and 12 women, while ISIS arbitrarily arrested 11
individuals, including three children. Hay’at Tahrir al Sham, arrested 32 individuals, all men. Lastly, factions from the armed
opposition arrested 21 individuals, including one child.

The report also shows a distribution of cases of arbitrary arrests by governorate, where Aleppo governorate saw the most
arrests with 78 cases of arrest.

In addition, the report says that 121 inspection and raid points resulted in cases of detention across governorates. Most of
these points were in Deir Ez-Zour, while Syrian regime forces were responsible for most of the raids, followed by Kurdish Self-
Management forces.

The report calls on the Security Council to follow up on the implementation of resolution 2042, 2043, and 2139 which states
that enforced-disappearance should be cease.

Additionally, the report calls on the Human Rights Council to follow on the issue of detainees and forcibly-disappeared
persons in Syria, and shed light on it in all of the annual meetings.

Also, the report calls on the Commission of Inquiry (COI) and the International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism
(IIIM) to launch investigations on the incidents included in this report and past reports. The report stresses that SNHR is
willing to cooperate and provide more evidences and data.



The report stresses that the UN and the guarantor parties at Astana should form an impartial special committee to monitor
cases of arbitrary arrest, and reveal the fate of 95,000 missing persons in Syria, approximately 86% of them are detained by
the Syrian regime. The report adds that pressure should be applied on all parties in order to immediately reveal their
detention records in accordance with a time table, immediately make their whereabouts public, and allow human rights
groups and the International Committee of Red Cross to have direct access to them.

Lastly, the report emphasizes that children and women should be released, and families and friends should not be taken as
war hostages. The report calls on the official who was newly appointed in charge of the detainee file at the UN special envoy
office to include the detainees issue in the upcoming rounds of Geneva talks, as this issue is of a greater importance to the
Syrian people than other far-term issues that can be jointly addressed later, such as the constitution.

 Syria’s war: Assad regime accused of a host of crimes (Arab News) November 6, 2018

The Syrian regime has been accused of various crimes during the conflict that
started in 2011, including torture in prisons, summary executions and the use of
chemical weapons.

Some European countries have, meanwhile, launched investigations into alleged crimes by the Syrian regime, such as France,
which announced on Monday international arrest warrants for three senior intelligence officials over the deaths of two
Franco-Syrian nationals in a Syrian jail.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights says at least 60,000 people have died from torture or harsh conditions in regime
custody since the conflict began.

Already in 2012 Human Rights Watch said Syria was holding tens of thousands of detainees in a “torture archipelago.”

It documented 27 detention facilities nationwide used to hold people swept up in the regime’s crackdown on protesters.

Witnesses described torture, including beatings, the use of electricity or car battery acid, sexual assault and mock executions.

In 2014, a former Syrian military photographer codenamed “Caesar” fled the country taking with him 55,000 images of abuses
committed in its jails between 2011 and 2013. The digital images of 11,000 people alleged to have died in detention showed
emaciated bodies. The evidence has been used in investigations in Germany and France.

In February 2016, UN investigators said the mass scale of deaths of detainees suggests that the Syrian regime is responsible
for acts that amount to extermination.

A year later Amnesty International said as many as 13,000 people were hanged between 2011 and 2015 at the notorious
Saydnaya military-run prison near Damascus.

This came on top of the 17,700 people it had already recorded as having perished in regime prisons since the start of the
conflict.

In May 2017, Washington claimed that Damascus had built a “crematorium” at Saydnaya to cover up thousands of prisoner
deaths.

Human Rights Watch has since 2012 accused the Syrian armed forces of using banned incendiary weapons against its
opponents.

The Britain-based Observatory and other activists also claim the regime has dropped TNT-packed barrels from aircraft. There
have also been several allegations of the use of chemical weapons, including sarin and chlorine, which the regime denies.

A UN inquiry published in March 2018 and based on 454 interviews said that Syrian troops and regime-linked militia
systematically used rape and sexual violence against civilians.

Opposition fighters committed similar violations but at a considerably lower rate, the Independent International Commission
of Inquiry for Syria said.

[back to contents]
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Yemen

 Saudi role in devastating Yemen war comes under new scrutiny after Khashoggi killing (Washington Post)
By Sudarsan Raghavan
October 31, 2018

In Saudi Arabia’s version of its war in neighboring Yemen, the Saudi-led coalition
carefully chooses targets for its airstrikes. The rapidly rising civilian death counts
reported by the United Nations and humanitarian groups are highly exaggerated. So
are the accounts of an impending famine caused by war. And the coalition is in no
way interfering with humanitarian aid or with assistance to Yemen’s beleaguered
economy.

But now that narrative is wearing thin, critics say.

The killing in Istanbul of the journalist Jamal Khashoggi on Oct. 2 by Saudi agents — and Saudi Arabia’s repeated initial
denials of any knowledge of his fate — is raising new concerns about the Saudi account of how the kingdom is waging its
military campaign in Yemen.

“It’s thrown open the doors of doubt to the entire Saudi version of the war in Yemen,” said Elisabeth Kendall, a Yemen scholar
at Oxford University. “It is no longer able to just tell the world what it wants it to think without the world now being suspicious
and skeptical.”

As doubts multiply, they are raising questions anew about whether the Trump administration can trust what Saudi Arabia is
telling U.S. officials about its conduct of the war in Yemen, especially its role in civilian casualties and human rights violations.
Administration officials rely on the Saudi information in urging U.S. lawmakers to allow more American weapons sales and
other military assistance to the kingdom.

The United States supports the Saudi-led forces in their fight against a rebel insurgency by refueling their jets, and by
providing intelligence and logistical support in addition to billions of dollars in weapons sales.

Since the war began in 2015, the Saudi-led coalition has sought to oust the Houthi rebels who control northern Yemen and
restore to power the internationally recognized Yemeni government. While Saudi Arabia and other Sunni Muslim countries
including the United Arab Emirates and Egypt are backing the government forces, the rebels, who are Shiites, are supported
by Shiite Iran.

Last month, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Defense Secretary Jim Mattis certified to Congress that the Saudi-led
coalition was making “every effort to reduce the risk of civilian casualties.” A senior White House official, speaking in Cairo
last week, said the pair “did consult with a variety of sources” and were certain in their conclusion.

Those “sources” include the Saudis themselves, who are the only ones investigating civilian casualties caused by airstrikes.
And only in a handful of cases has the Saudi-led coalition found that it has killed civilians, contradicting information collected
by the United Nations and humanitarian groups.

The U.N. human rights office estimates that more than 16,000 civilians have been killed or injured since the war began, most
of them by airstrikes. The Saudi-led coalition is the only party to the conflict that uses military jets.

The independent Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project says the toll is far greater, estimating that more than 50,000
civilians have died over this period.

In most cases of reported civilian deaths, no investigations follow. Saudi officials have regularly said civilian casualties are
accidental, calling them collateral damage in strikes against carefully selected military targets.

“It no longer looks like an accident, just like Khashoggi was not an accident,” Kendall said.

Khashoggi, a contributing columnist to The Washington Post’s Global Opinions section and a critic of the Saudi leadership,
was killed after entering the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul on Oct. 2. While Saudi officials said for more than two weeks that
Khashoggi had left the consulate alive, they later acknowledged that he had died inside the mission but initially attributed his
death to a fistfight. Saudi officials now say they accept the conclusion of Turkish investigators that his death was a planned
killing.

President Trump last week said that the Saudis had engaged in “one of the worst [coverups] in the history of coverups.”
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Emily Thornberry, a British lawmaker, told her country’s Parliament that “we have seen a repeated pattern played out” by the
Saudis in how they handled the Khashoggi killing and have managed the Yemen campaign.

“When major civilian casualties are reported, first they deny the reports are true, then they deny responsibility,” said
Thornberry, a member of the opposition Labour Party. “And when the proof becomes incontrovertible, they say it is all a
terrible mistake. They blame rogue elements, promise those will be punished and say it will not happen again — until the next
time, when it does.”

In Cairo, the senior White House official said the U.S.-Saudi relationship, traditionally very close, could be improved. “I think
we do need more transparency generally,” the official said.

Regarding the Yemen conflict in particular, the official said the administration was “confident” in the information Saudi
Arabia is supplying. “In terms of Yemen, we have a fair amount of visibility,” the official told a small group of journalists,
speaking on the condition of anonymity to comment freely.

The continuing conflict is also driving a humanitarian crisis that has steadily worsened this year. At the U.N. Security Council
last week, U.N. humanitarian chief Mark Lowcock warned that at least 14 million Yemenis — nearly half the country’s
population — are on the verge of famine. More than 3 million have fled their homes as a cholera epidemic rages, while
thousands have died of preventable diseases.

Humanitarian agencies have accused the Saudi-led coalition of contributing to that crisis by waging economic warfare in
Yemen. There have been more than 18,000 airstrikes since the war began, and a third of those have targeted civilian sites,
including farms, markets, water treatment facilities, power plants, hospitals, clinics and food warehouses and other storage
sites, according to the Yemen Data Project.

The coalition, meanwhile, has imposed import restrictions, in particular targeting the rebel-controlled port of Hodeidah, a
vital gateway for imports of food, fuel, medicines and other supplies into the country.

The resulting shortage of fuel has in turn driven up transport costs, making food unaffordable for most Yemenis. The Houthis,
too, are at fault, because they impose heavy taxes on import businesses and at checkpoints.

“Yemen has long been bombarded with airstrikes and subjected to strangling tactics of war,” Jan Egeland, secretary general of
the Norwegian Refugee Council, said in a statement. “Mass starvation is a deadly byproduct of actions taken by warring parties
and the western nations propping them up. The way the war is waged has systematically choked civilians by making less food
available and affordable to millions of people.”

There is no direct American oversight of how aircraft refueled by the U.S. military carry out raids or how U.S.-supplied bombs
are used. American officials say they rely on the Saudis for this kind of information.

Speaking in August, a senior Trump administration official said it was “possible” that U.S.-refueled jets had killed civilians,
“but we don’t know.”

“We would have to have Saudis provide us information, but they don’t in the normal course of events provide to us,” that
official said.

Those comments came after a Saudi coalition airstrike in August killed more than 40 schoolchildren on a bus in northern
Yemen. When the United Nations called for an independent investigation, the Trump administration said it preferred to let
the Saudis do their own probe. “Let’s give the Saudis a chance to do an investigation and see what that produces,” the official
said.

The Saudis initially declared that Houthi rebels were on the bus and that the vehicle was a legitimate target, describing the
children as collateral damage. Only after international pressure, fueled by images of the children’s charred bodies, did the
Saudis accept responsibility.

A report by U.N. investigators in August called on countries to stop supplying weapons that could be used in the war. That
prompted Amnesty International to warn in a statement that the United States, “by continuing to transfer weaponry to its
Saudi allies, may be at risk of making itself an accessory to war crimes,” adding more significance to the quality of information
the Saudis provide the United States.

Some critics of the Saudi leadership see a similar ruthlessness in the Yemen campaign and in the killing of Khashoggi, and
they have increasingly cited what they say is the hand of Saudi Arabia’s powerful crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, in
both. These critics also see parallels in the way the Saudis have responded to reports of Yemeni civilian casualties and



Khashoggi’s murder.

“This is exactly the same pattern we have seen here,” said the British lawmaker Thornberry, referring to the killing of
Khashoggi “which speaks of a crown prince who takes his allies for fools and relies on the fact that his lies will be believed, he
will be exonerated and that everyone will return to business as usual once the publicity has subsided.”

 Yemen war: US presses Saudi Arabia to agree ceasefire (BBC News)
October 31, 2018

The US has called for a swift cessation of hostilities in Yemen, where three years of
civil war have caused the world's worst humanitarian crisis.

Defence Secretary James Mattis said all parties needed to take part in UN-led peace talks within the next 30 days.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo meanwhile urged the Saudi-led coalition battling the rebel Houthi movement to end its air
strikes on populated areas.

The US has faced growing pressure to end its support for the coalition.

UN human rights experts say coalition forces may have committed war crimes in Yemen and humanitarian organisations say
their partial blockade of the country has helped push 14 million people to the brink of famine.

The murder of the US-based journalist Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi agents in Istanbul this month has also strained ties between
Washington and Riyadh.

Why is there a war in Yemen?

Yemen has been devastated by a conflict that escalated in early 2015, when the Houthis seized control of much of the west of
the country and forced President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi to flee abroad.

Alarmed by the rise of a group they saw as an Iranian proxy, the UAE, Saudi Arabia and seven other Arab states intervened in
an attempt to restore the government. They have received logistical and intelligence support from the US, UK and France.

At least 6,660 civilians have been killed and 10,560 injured in the fighting, according to the United Nations. Thousands more
civilians have died from preventable causes, including malnutrition, disease and poor health.

What did the US officials say?

Speaking at the US Institute of Peace in Washington on Tuesday, Mr Mattis said the US had been watching the conflict "for
long enough".

"We have got to move towards a peace effort here, and we can't say we are going to do it sometime in the future. We need to be
doing this in the next 30 days," he said.

Mr Mattis added that all sides were being urged to meet UN special envoy Martin Griffiths in Sweden in November and "come
to a solution".

In a separate statement, Mr Pompeo called on the Houthis to end missile and drone strikes on Saudi Arabia and the UAE, and
on the coalition to subsequently cease air strikes on all populated areas in Yemen.

"It is time to end this conflict, replace conflict with compromise, and allow the Yemeni people to heal through peace and
reconstruction," he added.

The Trump administration has previously backed Mr Griffiths' mediation efforts and called for a settlement in keeping with
UN Security Council 2216, which demands that the Houthis withdraw from all areas they have seized and relinquish their
heavy weapons. The Houthis have rejected those demands.

Why the US ceasefire push is significant

For months the Trump administration has said little about this bloody conflict, leaving its Saudi allies to take the lead. But the
remarks by Mr Mattis and Mr Pompeo show the US is now engaging in a way it has not for some time.

Until now both the US and the UK have resisted calling formally for a ceasefire through the UN while it was obvious that
neither side was willing to contemplate one. But that seems to have changed. The question, of course, is why?

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-46040789
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-46040789


Diplomats point to the growing pressure from the US Congress to act ahead of the mid-term elections. The US might also be
hoping to use the backlash against Saudi Arabia over the murder of Jamal Khashoggi to put pressure on Riyadh to try to end
the conflict. Some diplomats have even spoken of a Saudi compromise on Yemen being part of the rehabilitation of Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman, the kingdom's de facto leader.

The big question is how Iran, the main backer of the Houthi rebels, will react. Some diplomats have suggested that Tehran
would not be unhappy to step back from Yemen, that its involvement there was always opportunistic rather than strategic, and
that it has bigger priorities elsewhere. But it is not clear whether Iran would be willing to help the US when it is re-imposing
sanctions on its economy after withdrawing from the Iran nuclear deal.

So the US move is important, but there is still a long way to go before a ceasefire becomes possible, let alone a political process
to end the conflict for good.

What has been the reaction?

There was no immediate response from the Saudi-led coalition, the Houthis or Yemen's government.

Mr Griffiths said the UN welcomed the US calls and stressed that there could be no military solution to the conflict.

"We remain committed to bring the Yemeni parties to the negotiations table within a month. Dialogue remains the only path
to reach an inclusive agreement," he said.

Mr Griffiths suffered a setback last month when Houthi representatives refused to fly to Geneva for the first peace talks in two
years because of what they said was the UN's failure to guarantee their safe return to the rebel-controlled capital Sanaa.

UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt tweeted: "All parties must listen to the important call from the US for de-escalation in
Yemen, in line with the UK's long-standing position. I discussed this issue with Martin Griffiths... at the FCO last night and we
must back his efforts to find a political solution to the hilt."

A spokeswoman for the International Rescue Committee, a charity operating in Yemen, said hostilities needed to end as soon
as possible so aid could be delivered to those suffering the most.

"From our perspective there's a lot that could have been done before a call for this ceasefire, but [it] is a significant
breakthrough in this war and a welcome recognition that the current policy is failing," Kellie Ryan said.

[back to contents]

Israel and Palestine

 Egypt, U.N. Ask Israel to Ease Up On Hamas (The Jerusalem Post)
By Tovah Lazaroff
October 25, 2018

Egypt and the United Nations have asked Israel to ease its blockade on the Gaza
Strip in another effort to effort to restore calm and prevent a wide scale military
confrontation, Defense Minister Avigdor Liberman told Army Radio on Thursday.

He spoke as Israel braced for another outbreak of Gaza border violence on Friday, and Egypt and the UN continued to work
behind the scenes to restore the situation to what it was before March 30, when the weekly border riots began.

An Egyptian delegation left Gaza on Wednesday and asked Israel to allow one more chance for calm to be restored to the
situation, Liberman said.

UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Nickolay Mladenov made the same request. The military
establishment, including IDF Chief-of-Staff Gadi Eisenkot, also agreed.

“Prime Minister [Benjamin Netanyahu] is applying heavy pressure to ensure that the [diesel] fuel goes into Gaza,” Liberman
said.
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The Defense Minister had been very vocal about the need to set red lines, including the necessity of linking the normal
workings of Gaza’s two border crossing with Israel, Erez and Kerem Shalom, with a cessation of violence.

Last week Liberman halted the transfer of fuel and gas into Gaza. After a rocket destroyed a home in Beersheba on October 17
and another fell in the Mediterranean Sea near Bat Yam, he shut down the pedestrian crossing at Erez and the commercial
crossing at Kerem Shalom.

But this week, although border violence continued and the Iron Dome system was activated after a Gaza rocket was launched
at the Eshkol area, the borders were opened. As of Wednesday, fuel paid for by Qatar entered Gaza.

Liberman explained that he had held back from a military response, even though he believes that humanitarian gestures are
futile.

“From my perspective, we have to overturn every stone before we resort to violence. I don’t want anyone to say that Avigdor
Liberman, because of his personal political agenda, has pushed Israel into a war with Hamas that could have been avoided,”
Liberman said.

“We can’t prevent violence with Hamas,” he added.

Liberman said he believes the Hamas statements that salaries and fuel will not calm down the situation. Hamas will not be
satisfied until all the border restrictions have been lifted, including the military ones.

Hamas “wants the ability to bring in arms, ammunition, Iranians, Hezbollah members, and that is not possible,” Liberman
said.

He explained that when he spoke of military action, “I didn’t say that there would be ground forces. I said we have to deliver
the harshest blow possible.”

With regard to the northern border with Syria, Liberman said that Israel maintains its ability to respond to any threats. “We
won’t accept any restrictions. Anything that needs to be done, we will do,” he said.

Early Thursday morning an IDF air strike hit eight Hamas military targets in Gaza, in three separate compounds. The targets
included a military compound in northern Gaza, and a training camp and a weapons production and storage site in southern
Gaza, according to the IDF.

The attack was carried out in response to the rocket fired into Israeli territory overnight, which did not cause damage.

The IDF said “the Hamas terrorist organization is responsible for everything happening in and out of the Gaza Strip, and it will
bear the consequences for the terrorist acts carried out against the citizens of Israel.

“The IDF is prepared for a variety of scenarios and is determined to continue its mission to protect the citizens of Israel.”

 Gaza Flare-up: Islamic Jihad Announces Cease-fire With Israel After a Night of Fighting (Haaretz)
By Almog Ben Zikri and Yanov Kubovich
October 27, 2018

The Islamic Jihad announced Saturday that a cease-fire has been reached with Israel
after a night of fighting. The Israel Defense Forces struck targets in Gaza overnight
Friday, as a slew of rockets were fired in Israel's south. Five Palestinians were killed
by Israeli fire earlier Friday in Gaza border protests, and another in the West Bank.

The cease-fire was brokered through Egypt, Islamic Jihad spokesman Daoud Shihab said. The Israel Air Force said it struck 95
targets Friday and Saturday, including 87 Hamas targets and eight Islamic Jihad. Thirty-six rockets were launched at Israel's
south.

According to an IDF spokesperson, dozens of fighter jets and other IDF aircrafts carried out the strikes in Gaza. Among the
sites attacked were two major weapons manufacturing locations and five military compounds, as well as a building that serves
Hamas' general security forces in Gaza City, according to the IDF.

The fighting continued Saturday, with the IDF attacking 8 Islamic Jihad targets in Gaza, six rockets launched at Israel and five
intercepted. In total, the Iron Dome missile defense system intercepted 15 rockets fired into Israel's south over the weekend,
the military said. The Air Force recommenced bombing the northern Gaza Strip Saturday.

The IDF spokesperson said Saturday that the Islamic Jihad organization was responsible for the rockets, under guidance from
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Iran.

The Palestinians killed at the border between Israel and Gaza Friday were named as 27-year-old Muhammad Khaled 'Abd al-
Nabi; 22-year-old Ahmed Said Abu Libdah; 23-year-old Aish Sha'ath; 22-year-old Naser Abu Thayem. In addition, 23-year-
old Mujahed Ziyad 'Akel succumbed to his wounds Saturday morning.

Fourteen different alarm sirens were activated throughout the night Friday and on Saturday in Israel's southern communities,
including the cities of Sderot and in the Eshkol Regional Council near the Gaza border.

The IDF reported that it had attacked a 4-story building that served as Hamas' general security forces headquarters in Gaza
City. The IDF said it had warned the building's occupants several times to evacuate prior to the bombing.

IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Gadi Eisenkot held an emergency meeting with senior officials in response to the escalations. Safety
instructions to residents of Israel's Gaza-bordered communities were issued, warning residents not to have gatherings of more
than 100 people in an open area, and 500 in a closed area.

The safety restrictions were lifted Saturday afternoon once the cease-fire was announced, although instructions on gatherings
remained unchanged.

Seven people have been treated for shock trauma in Sderot according to a Magen David Adom spokesperson. A 53-year-old
man and a 14-year-old boy were lightly injured after running for protection when sirens sounded.

Some residents reported hearing explosions, with some saying they witnessed interceptions by the Iron Dome. No damage or
serious injuries have been reported.

The sirens came hours after Palestinian authorities reported that six Palestinians had been killed by Israeli military fire – five
in the weekly protests on the Israel-Gaza border and one in clashes in the West Bank.

"How low can the terrorist organization in Gaza go by harming the ambulance crossing at Erez?" Maj. Gen. Kamil Abu Rokon,
IDF coordinator of government activities in the territories, told Gaza residents Saturday, referring to Hamas.

The Erez crossing, situated along the northern part of the Strip, is used for the movement of people between the Strip and
Israel.

"The terrorist organizations have no empathy for you, Gaza residents. They have no empathy for babies, for elderly people, for
the sick patients among you. Terrorist organizations hurt you first and foremost," Abu Rokon wrote on COGAT's Arabic
Facebook page.

Israel has been criticized for not allowing critically ill patients from Gaza through the border for life-saving treatment.

Late on Wednesday night, the Israeli military struck eight Hamas targets in the Gaza Strip after a rocket fired from Gaza
landed in an unpopulated area in Israel.

The previous week, a rocket launched from Gaza hit a house in the southern Israeli city of Be'er Sheva, damaging it heavily.
Another rocket landed in the sea near one of the major cities in Israel's largest metropolitan area.

In response the Israeli military said it struck 20 targets in Gaza, including a Hamas attack tunnel in the southern Strip. The
assault "significantly damaged Hamas' capabilities," IDF Spokesman Ronen Manelis added.

Eisenkot cut short his visit in the United States following the escalation on the southern border. Defense Minister Avigdor
Lieberman ordered the closure of the Erez and Kerem Shalom crossings into Gaza and a reduction in the permitted fishing
zone off the coast of the enclave.

 Israeli Army Opens Criminal Investigation Into Killing of Gaza Medic (Haaretz)
By Yaniv Kubovich
October 29, 2018

The Israel Defense Forces has ordered a criminal probe into the killing of Razan al-
Najjar, a Palestinian medic who was killed at the end of May during protests on the
Gaza border.

The IDF's Military Advocate General Brig. Gen. Sharon Afek rejected the findings of the preliminary military investigation
from June. He ordered the Military Police to open a criminal investigation.
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The June investigation found that Israeli soldiers did not fire directly at Razan al-Najjar.

The probe was based primarily on interviews with soldiers who were on the scene. As part of the inquiry, the military
examined who opened fire during the event and how much ammunition was used.

The investigation found the soldiers opened fire at other demonstrators, and not directly at Najjar.

The military probe found that Najjar was seen close to the border fence, treating protesters wounded by Israeli military fire.

The military said that the investigation into Najjar's killing will continue.

According to Palestinian Health Minister Dr. Jawad Awaad, Najjar was shot in the neck. "This is a war crime," he said, saying
Najjar was shot while clearly wearing a medical staff uniform. Earlier that day, Najjar gave an interview in which she took
pride in the aid she was providing for the wounded, Awaad added.

In a video released by the Health Ministry and allegedly recorded minutes before Najjar was shot, the team of paramedics can
be seen approaching the border in white coats and with their hands in the air. Najjar was also photographed wearing a white
coat during attempts to resuscitate her.

The Palestinian Health Ministry in Gaza says 118 people have died in the marches.
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Gulf Region

 Qatar supports efforts to assist in prosecution of crimes in Syria (Gulf Times) 
October 27, 2018

Qatar has affirmed its support for efforts to facilitate the establishment of
International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism (IIIM) to assist in the
investigation and prosecution of persons responsible for the most serious crimes
under international law committed in Syrian since March 2011.

This was stated by Qatar’s Permanent Representative to the UN, ambassador HE Sheikha Alya Ahmed bin Saif al-Thani, at a
session of the UN Security Council Open Debate on Women, Peace and Security, by promoting the implementation of women,
peace and security and sustainable peace agenda through women’s political and social empowerment.

The ambassador said that with regard to the promotion of women’s transitional justice, there has been increasing evidence
since the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1325 that ending impunity for sexual violence and gender-based violence
during conflict, is a prerequisite for the sustainability of peace, adding that Qatar has supported the efforts to facilitate the
establishment of IIIM to assist in the investigation and prosecution of persons responsible for the most serious crimes under
international law committed in Syrian since March 2011.

She explained that in view of the obstacles to alternative routes of international accountability for crimes, IIIM plays an
important role in supporting impartial and independent investigations into sexual and gender-based violence and supporting
the prosecution of perpetrators, taking into account the importance of this step towards transitional justice for women in
Syria, adding that Qatar provides assistance by all means available to ensure its success.

The ambassador expressed happiness that the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Dr Denis Mukwege and UNODC Goodwill
Ambassador for the Dignity of Survivors of Human Trafficking Nadia Murad, in recognition of their efforts to end the use of
sexual violence as a weapon of war in armed conflict.

 The Tragedy of Saudi Arabia’s War (The New York Times) By Declan Walsh 
October 29, 2018

Chest heaving and eyes fluttering, the 3-year-old boy lay silently on a hospital bed in
the highland town of Hajjah, a bag of bones fighting for breath.
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His father, Ali al-Hajaji, stood anxiously over him. Mr. Hajaji had already lost one son three weeks earlier to the epidemic of
hunger sweeping across Yemen. Now he feared that a second was slipping away.

It wasn’t for a lack of food in the area: The stores outside the hospital gate were filled with goods and the markets were
bustling. But Mr. Hajaji couldn’t afford any of it because prices were rising too fast.

“I can barely buy a piece of stale bread,” he said. “That’s why my children are dying before my eyes.”

The devastating war in Yemen has gotten more attention recently as outrage over the killing of a Saudi dissident in Istanbul
has turned a spotlight on Saudi actions elsewhere. The harshest criticism of the Saudi-led war has focused on the airstrikes
that have killed thousands of civilians at weddings, funerals and on school buses, aided by American-supplied bombs and
intelligence.

But aid experts and United Nations officials say a more insidious form of warfare is also being waged in Yemen, an economic
war that is exacting a far greater toll on civilians and now risks tipping the country into a famine of catastrophic proportions.

Under the leadership of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the Saudi-led coalition and its Yemeni allies have imposed a
raft of punitive economic measures aimed at undercutting the Houthi rebels who control northern Yemen. But these actions —
including periodic blockades, stringent import restrictions and withholding the salaries of about a million civil servants —
have landed on the backs of civilians, laying the economy to waste and driving millions deeper into poverty.

Those measures have inflicted a slow-burn toll: infrastructure destroyed, jobs lost, a weakening currency and soaring prices.
But in recent weeks the economic collapse has gathered pace at alarming speed, causing top United Nations officials to revise
their predictions of famine.

“There is now a clear and present danger of an imminent and great, big famine engulfing Yemen,” Mark Lowcock, the under
secretary for humanitarian affairs, told the Security Council on Tuesday. Eight million Yemenis already depend on emergency
food aid to survive, he said, a figure that could soon rise to 14 million, or half Yemen’s population.

“People think famine is just a lack of food,” said Alex de Waal, author of “Mass Starvation” which analyzes recent man-made
famines. “But in Yemen it’s about a war on the economy.”

The signs are everywhere, cutting across boundaries of class, tribe and region. Unpaid university professors issue desperate
appeals for help on social media. Doctors and teachers are forced to sell their gold, land or cars to feed their families. On the
streets of the capital, Sana, an elderly woman begs for alms with a loudspeaker.

“Help me,” the woman, Zahra Bajali, calls out. “I have a sick husband. I have a house for rent. Help.”

And in the hushed hunger wards, ailing infants hover between life and death. Of nearly two million malnourished children in
Yemen, 400,000 are considered critically ill — a figure projected to rise by one quarter in the coming months.

“We are being crushed,” said Dr. Mekkia Mahdi at the health clinic in Aslam, an impoverished northwestern town that has
been swamped with refugees fleeing the fighting in Hudaydah, an embattled port city 90 miles to the south.

Flitting between the beds at her spartan clinic, she cajoled mothers, dispensed orders to medics and spoon-fed milk to sickly
infants. For some it was too late: the night before, an 11-month old boy had died. He weighed five and a half pounds.

Looking around her, Dr. Mahdi could not fathom the Western obsession with the Saudi killing of Jamal Khashoggi in Istanbul.

“We’re surprised the Khashoggi case is getting so much attention while millions of Yemeni children are suffering,” she said.
“Nobody gives a damn about them.”

She tugged on the flaccid skin of a drowsy 7-year-old girl with stick-like arms. “Look,” she said. “No meat. Only bones.”

The embassy of Saudi Arabia in Washington did not respond to questions about the country’s policies in Yemen. But Saudi
officials have defended their actions, citing rockets fired across their border by the Houthis, an armed group professing Zaidi
Islam, an offshoot of Shiism, that Saudi Arabia, a Sunni monarchy, views as a proxy for its regional rival, Iran.

The Saudis point out that they, along with the United Arab Emirates, are among the most generous donors to Yemen’s
humanitarian relief effort. Last spring, the two allies pledged $1 billion in aid to Yemen. In January, Saudi Arabia deposited $2
billion in Yemen’s central bank to prop up its currency.

But those efforts have been overshadowed by the coalition’s attacks on Yemen’s economy, including the denial of salaries to
civil servants, a partial blockade that has driven up food prices, and the printing of vast amounts of bank notes, which caused



the currency to plunge.

And the offensive to capture Hudaydah, which started in June, has endangered the main lifeline for imports to northern
Yemen, displaced 570,000 people and edged many more closer to starvation.

A famine here, Mr. Lowcock warned, would be “much bigger than anything any professional in this field has seen during their
working lives.”

When Ali Hajaji’s son fell ill with diarrhea and vomiting, the desperate father turned to extreme measures. Following the
advice of village elders, he pushed the red-hot tip of a burning stick into Shaher’s chest, a folk remedy to drain the “black
blood” from his son.

“People said burn him in the body and it will be O.K.,” Mr. Hajaji said. “When you have no money, and your son is sick, you’ll
believe anything.”

The burns were a mark of the rudimentary nature of life in Juberia, a cluster of mud-walled houses perched on a rocky ridge.
To reach it, you cross a landscape of sandy pastures, camels and beehives, strewn with giant, rust-colored boulders, where
women in black cloaks and yellow straw boaters toil in the fields.

In the past, the men of the village worked as migrant laborers in Saudi Arabia, whose border is 80 miles away. They were often
treated with disdain by their wealthy Saudi employers but they earned a wage. Mr. Hajaji worked on a suburban construction
site in Mecca, the holy city visited by millions of Muslim pilgrims every year.

When the war broke out in 2015, the border closed.

The fighting never reached Juberia, but it still took a toll there.

Last year a young woman died of cholera, part of an epidemic that infected 1.1 million Yemenis. In April, a coalition airstrike
hit a wedding party in the district, killing 33 people, including the bride. A local boy who went to fight for the Houthis was
killed in an airstrike.

But for Mr. Hajaji, who had five sons under age 7, the deadliest blow was economic.

He watched in dismay as the riyal lost half its value in the past year, causing prices to soar. Suddenly, groceries cost twice as
much as they had before the war. Other villagers sold their assets, such as camels or land, to get money for food.

But Mr. Hajaji, whose family lived in a one-room, mud-walled hut, had nothing to sell.

At first he relied on the generosity of neighbors. Then he pared back the family diet, until it consisted only of bread, tea and
halas, a vine leaf that had always been a source of food but now occupied a central place in every meal.

Soon his first son to fall ill, Shaadi, was vomiting and had diarrhea, classic symptoms of malnutrition. Mr. Hajaji wanted to
take the ailing 4-year-old to the hospital, but that was out of the question: fuel prices had risen by 50 percent over the previous
year.

One morning in late September, Mr. Hajaji walked into his house to find Shaadi silent and immobile, with a yellow tinge to his
skin. “I knew he was gone,” he said. He kissed his son on the forehead, bundled him up in his arms, and walked along a
winding hill path to the village mosque.

That evening, after prayers, the village gathered to bury Shaadi. His grave, marked by a single broken rock, stood under a
grove of Sidr trees that, in better times, were famous for their honey.

Shaadi was the first in the village to die from hunger.

A few weeks later, when Shaher took ill, Mr. Hajaji was determined to do something. When burning didn’t work, he carried his
son down the stony path to a health clinic, which was ill-equipped for the task. Half of Yemen’s health facilities are closed
because of the war.

So his family borrowed $16 for the journey to the hospital in Hajjah.

“All the big countries say they are fighting each other in Yemen,” Mr. Hajaji said. “But it feels to us like they are fighting the
poor people.”

Yemen’s economic crisis was not some unfortunate but unavoidable side effect of the fighting.



In 2016, the Saudi-backed Yemeni government transferred the operations of the central bank from the Houthi-controlled
capital, Sana, to the southern city of Aden. The bank, whose policies are dictated by Saudi Arabia, a senior Western official
said, started printing vast amounts of new money — at least 600 billion riyals, according to one bank official. The new money
caused an inflationary spiral that eroded the value of any savings people had.

The bank also stopped paying salaries to civil servants in Houthi-controlled areas, where 80 percent of Yemenis live. With the
government as the largest employer, hundreds of thousands of families in the north suddenly had no income.

At the Sabeen hospital in Sana, Dr. Huda Rajumi treats the country’s most severely malnourished children. But her own family
is suffering, too, as she falls out of Yemen’s vanishing middle class.

In the past year, she has received only a single month’s salary. Her husband, a retired soldier, is no longer getting his pension,
and Dr. Rajumi has started to skimp on everyday pleasures, like fruit, meat and taxi rides, to make ends meet.

“We get by because people help each other out,” she said. “But it’s getting hard.”

Economic warfare takes other forms, too. In a recent paper, Martha Mundy, a lecturer at the London School of Economics,
analyzed coalition airstrikes in Yemen, finding that their attacks on bridges, factories, fishing boats and even fields suggested
that they aimed to destroy food production and distribution in Houthi-controlled areas.

Saudi Arabia’s tight control over all air and sea movements into northern Yemen has effectively made the area a prison for
those who live there. In September, the World Health Organization brokered the establishment of a humanitarian air bridge to
allow the sickest Yemenis — cancer patients and others with life-threatening conditions — to fly to Egypt.

Among those on the waiting list is Maimoona Naji, a 16-year-old girl with a melon-size tumor on her left leg. At a hostel in
Sana, her father, Ali Naji, said they had obtained visas and money to travel to India for emergency treatment. Their hopes
soared in September when his daughter was told she would be on the first plane out of Sana once the airlift started.

But the agreement has stalled, blocked by the Yemeni government, according to the senior Western official. Maimoona and
dozens of other patients have been left stranded, the clock ticking on their illnesses.

“First they told us ‘next week, next week,’” said Mr. Naji, shuffling through reams of documents as tears welled up in his eyes.
“Then they said no. Where is the humanity in that? What did we do to deserve this?”

The Saudi coalition is not solely to blame for Yemen’s food crisis.

In Houthi-held areas, aid workers say, commanders level illegal taxes at checkpoints and frequently try to divert international
relief aid to the families of soldiers, or to line their own pockets.

At the United Nations on Tuesday, Mr. Lowcock, the humanitarian official, said that aid workers in Yemen faced obstacles
including delayed visas, retracted work permits and interference in the work — problems, officials said privately, that were
greatest in Houthi-held areas.

Despite the harrowing scenes of suffering in the north, some Yemenis are getting rich. Upmarket parts of Sana are enjoying a
mini real estate boom, partly fueled by Yemeni migrants returned from Saudi Arabia, but also by newly enriched Houthi
officials.

Local residents say they have seen Houthi officials from modest backgrounds driving around the city in Lexus four-wheel
drives, or shopping in luxury stores, trailed by armed gunmen, to buy suits and perfumes.

Tensions reached a climax this summer when the head of the United Nations migration agency was forced to leave Sana after
clashing with the Houthi administration.

In an interview, the Houthi vice foreign minister, Hussain al-Ezzi, denied reports of corruption, and insisted that tensions with
the United Nations had been resolved.

“We don’t deny there have been some mistakes on our side,” he said. “We are working to improve them.”

Only two famines have been officially declared by the United Nations in the past 20 years, in Somalia and South Sudan. A
United Nations-led assessment due in mid-November will determine how close Yemen is to becoming the third.

To stave it off, aid workers are not appealing for shipments of relief aid but for urgent measures to rescue the battered
economy.



“This is an income famine,” said Lise Grande, the United Nations humanitarian coordinator for Yemen. “The key to stopping it
is to ensure that people have enough money to buy what they need to survive.”

The priority should be to stabilize the falling currency, she said, and to ensure that traders and shipping companies can import
the food that Yemenis need.

Above all, she added, “the fighting has to stop.”

One hope for Yemenis is that the international fallout from the death of the Saudi dissident, Jamal Khashoggi, which has
damaged Prince Mohammed’s international standing, might force him to relent in his unyielding prosecution of the war.

Peter Salisbury, a Yemen specialist at Chatham House, said that was unlikely.

“I think the Saudis have learned what they can get away with in Yemen — that western tolerance for pretty bad behavior is
quite high,” he said. “If the Khashoggi murder tells us anything, it’s just how reluctant people are to rein the Saudis in.”

 As Saudi-coalition expands Yemen war, UN says famine accelerating (Al Jazeera) Nastasya Tay 
November 4, 2018

The UN Children's Fund is calling on the Saudi-led coalition and Houthi rebels in
Yemen to allow aid deliveries to reach starving people.

The director of UNICEF says 400,000 children are at risk of dying due to lack of food, 40 percent of whom live around
Hodeidah.

But instead of humanitarian supplies, more troops are arriving with the Saudi-UAE coalition's new offensives to take the vital
port city.

 Australian mercenaries referred to ICC (The Australian) By Mark Schliebs 
November 6, 2018

Accusations of war crimes involving Australian mercenaries in Yemen have been sent
to the International Criminal Court, catching the government seemingly unaware.

The complaint, filed by a French law firm late last year, followed reports of Australians being killed in the conflict and flew so
far under the radar that a senior adviser to then foreign minister Julie Bishop began asking questions about it only four
months ago.

In a July 11 email released under Freedom of Information laws, the unnamed ministerial adviser on the Middle East and
Africa posted a link to a blog post about the complaint with “ICC and Australians in Yemen” in the subject line and asked:
“Has anyone heard about this previously?”

The complaint to The Hague, backed by British-based human rights activists, targets the alleged hiring by the United Arab
Emirates of “mercenaries” from Australia, South America and South Africa to fight in Yemen, which the human rights lawyers
allege was in breach of international law.

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade staff replied to the July email to suggest there might have been a “vague
accusation” made in the past.

One added that much of the media reporting around Australian links to the UAE military had focused on retired major general
Mike Hindmarsh, who is the commander of the UAE’s presidential guard.

The complaint appears to focus on those who have fought on the ground in Yemen as part of a Saudi Arabia-led
intervention.

It is understood that the government has received no communications from the ICC regarding the complaint.

A DFAT spokesman said the government had “strongly and consistently discouraged” citizens from travelling overseas to fight.

“Under Australian law, it is an offence to engage in a hostile activity in a foreign country, unless serving in or with the armed
forces of the government of a foreign country,” he said.

Joseph Breham from French law firm Ancile Avocats, who lodged the complaint, declined to comment on the allegations.
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“The prosecutor’s office has acknowledged reception (sic) of the communication,” Mr Breham told The Australian, when asked
about its current status.

After filing the complaint to the ICC last year, Mr Breham told French media that it was uncertain whether there would ever be
a trial.

Tim McCormack, a special adviser to the ICC prosecutor’s office and the dean of law at the University of Tasmania, yesterday
said there had never been a prosecution of mercenaries at The Hague.

In late 2015, there were reports from Middle Eastern media outlets of an Australian being killed alongside six Colombians
by Houthi forces — which took over Yemen earlier that year — near the city of Taiz.

The Australian was identified in the reports as a private military contractor named, in Arabic, “Philip Stitman”, although no
other identifying information was released.

There were also reports of Houthi forces claiming to have killed another Australian — “Jack Richardson” — the following year.
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 Germany charges former Afghan officer with war crimes (The Washington Post)
October 29, 2018

German prosecutors say they have charged a 26-year-old former officer in the
Afghanistan military with war crimes on allegations he facilitated the abuse of
prisoners in his care.

The federal prosecutor’s office said Monday that Ahmad Zaheer D., whose last name wasn’t given in line with German privacy
laws, is accused of presiding over the interrogation of three prisoners at an unspecified time in Afghanistan.

While one soldier stood guard with an assault rifle, the suspect is alleged to have pulled one of the prisoners by the hair and
punched him. Another soldier is alleged to have hit a prisoner with a plastic pipe and to have knocked another to the floor and
beaten him.

The suspect was arrested Oct. 25 in an area east of Munich. Further details weren’t immediately available.

 Record 435 Afghans killed or injured in legislative poll: UN (Saudi Gazette)
November 6, 2018

More than 400 Afghans were killed or wounded in poll-related violence during three
days of voting last month, the United Nations said Tuesday, making the
parliamentary ballot the deadliest on record.

The vast majority of the 435 casualties — 56 dead and 379 wounded —happened on the first day of voting on Oct. 20, the UN
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said in a report.

That compares with 251 people killed or injured in the fraud-tainted presidential election of 2014 and is more than any other
poll since UNAMA began documenting civilian casualties in 2009.

In the six months leading up to the ballot, nearly 500 people were killed or wounded — more than a third of them women and
children — and 245 abducted.
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“Deliberate acts of violence against civilians and civilian objects — which include polling centers — as well as indiscriminate
attacks, are strictly forbidden under international humanitarian law and constitute war crimes,” UNAMA said.

Days before the election, the Taliban issued several warnings that it would attack polling centers. It advised voters to stay
home and candidates to withdraw from the race.

The Taliban mostly used rockets, grenades, mortars and bombs to disrupt the ballot and deter people from showing up at
voting sites, UNAMA said.

The deadliest single attack, a suicide explosion in Kabul that killed 13 people and wounded 40, was claimed by Daesh (the so-
called IS), it said.

Official figures show roughly 4.2 million Afghans voted, compared with nearly nine million who were registered to participate.

Many suspect a significant number of those were based on fake identification documents that fraudsters planned to use to
stuff ballot boxes.

Voting was held over three days after problems with untested biometric verification devices and missing or incomplete voter
rolls caused lengthy delays at polling centers.

Many voting sites opened late or not at all. Voters in the southern province of Kandahar had to wait a week to cast their ballot
after the assassination of a powerful police chief sparked fears of a flare up in violence.

The parliamentary poll, which was more than three years late, is seen as a test run for next year’s presidential election.

It is also considered an important milestone ahead of a UN meeting in Geneva this month where Afghanistan is under
pressure to show progress on “democratic processes”.

The release of initial results has been postponed to Nov. 23.

[back to contents]

Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC)

Official Website of the Extraordinary Chambers 
Official Website of the United Nations Assistance to the Khmer Rouge Trials (UNAKRT) 
Cambodia Tribunal Monitor

 Cambodian genocide trial nears final verdict (La Croix)
By Luke Hunt and Phnom Penh
November 6, 2018

A verdict in the genocide trial of Pol Pot's surviving henchmen is due next week and
the findings by the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) will
have far-reaching legal ramifications for future tribunals.

Regardless of the verdict, Nuon Chea, known as Brother Number Two, and former head of state Khieu Samphan will remain
behind bars because of earlier convictions for crimes against humanity, as will Kaing Guek Eav, known as Duch, former
commandant of the S-21 prison.

But genocide convictions are rare in international courts. They have remained the holy grail for prosecutors since 2006, when
the first judges were sworn in at the ECCC, amid hopes that some kind of justice would be found for the two million victims of
the Khmer Rouge.

Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan were additionally charged with genocide alongside former foreign minister Ieng Sary and his
wife Ieng Thirith, once minister for social affairs.

These four were among the most important because they served on Khmer Rouge committees that wrote and deployed
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government policies that stripped Cambodia of its cultural heritage and obliterated a third of its population between 1975 and
1979.

There were others, such as regime leader Pol Pot, but they were killed or died of natural causes, as the Iengs did, before the
courts could render a final genocide verdict.

The strategy

Proving genocide, also known as the "crime of all crimes," and state sanctioning from the highest levels was always considered
far more difficult than obtaining convictions for crimes against humanity, which deal with a broader range of atrocities
committed in the field.

But within the prosecutors' legal armaments was Duch, who pleaded guilty and cooperated with the courts. His case, 001, was
launched in 2009 and the evidence collected from under his watch was staggering.

At S-21, up to 24,000 people were tortured and sent to their deaths. A special unit of female guards looked after women
prisoners. Babies were taken from their mothers; waterboarding and electric shocks were common.

Prisoners were kept alive long enough to have their blood drawn for transfusions in military hospitals. Some were chained and
decapitated. About 200 such camps were constructed across Cambodia once the Khmer Rouge seized power.

At nearby Choeung Ek, prisoners dug their own graves, were bludgeoned with an ox-cart axle, had their throats slit and their
bodies dumped.

As the evidence emerged, investigators focused on the paper trail that tied the Khmer Rouge hierarchy to a dreadful array of
crimes. Special attention was paid to the discrimination against ethnic groups like the Muslim Chams, Vietnamese and
intellectuals — often defined as those who wore glasses.

The second trial, Case 002/01 ruled Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan were overwhelmingly responsible for the atrocities and
"had a complete lack of consideration for the ultimate fate of the Cambodian population."

That laid the legal spadework for a genocide trial, Case 002/02, covering the deaths of at least 100,000 Muslim Chams and
20,000 Vietnamese and how they, and others, suffered on the basis of their ethnicity and cultural identity.

Muslim Chams were forced to eat pork and banned from using their traditional language while Qurans were collected and
burned as they were rounded up by a Khmer Rouge unit known as the Long Sword Militia.

Cham and Khmer women were often stripped naked and raped before they were killed, while cadres held competitions to see
how many prisoners could be murdered in an hour at Wat Au Trakuon, where perhaps 20,000 died. They were hopeful a
higher kill rate would lead to promotion.

"No more prayers. No more religion," It Sen, the first Cham witness, told the court. "We were not allowed to speak Cham
anymore … If they heard us speaking Cham, we would be taken away and killed."

Thousands were drowned in the Mekong River after a Cham uprising at Koh Phal.

Samrit Muy, a soldier with the Long Sword, corroborated the testimony, adding grisly details of Cham men, women and
children, including pregnant women and the elderly, being marched off to their deaths in large groups.

The legacy

The term "genocide" was coined by Raphael Lemkin, a Polish Jew who combined the Greek word "genos," meaning race or
tribe, with the Latin word "cide," or to kill, in 1944 after escaping Axis rule in occupied Europe.

It also incorporates the concept of conspiracy, closing legal loopholes that might enable those in charge to escape, and found
its standing at the Nuremberg trials after World War II following the discovery of death camps constructed by Adolph Hitler's
Nazis.

Genocide, some say, is different from other charges and difficult to prove, in part due to arguments over legal definitions and
the interpretation of United Nations conventions. Some within the Jewish community argued genocide should only apply to
persecutions by Nazi Germany.

Pursuing a genocide trial in Cambodia was further complicated by another two decades of conflict that followed the 1979
Vietnamese invasion that ousted the Khmer Rouge. Civil war continued until 1998 and another decade of peacetime bickering



with the U.N. ensued before the ECCC could be established.

Amid all this, the Khmer Rouge became a Cold War relic, escaping justice and denying their compatriots a chance to find
closure on one of the darkest chapters of the 20th century. That changed amid intense international lobbying and, despite its
many critics, the ECCC had some success.

The tribunal has cost about US$320 million, about US$150 for each Cambodian who died under the Khmer Rouge, a tiny
amount given the scale of atrocities. It is also the first hybrid war crimes court, combining local and U.N.-appointed judges.
And it was held in Cambodia as opposed to The Hague.

More than 500,000 people travelled to the courthouse and witnessed proceedings first hand. Khmer Rouge atrocities are now
in school curriculums and discussed openly. For many people, international legal recognition of what happened — which came
with the ECCC — is important.

But finding real justice for the victims of Pol Pot was perhaps never a realistic prospect. The crimes were simply too great and
too long ago. But a guilty verdict in the genocide trial will set legal precedents, establish a logistical template for future courts
and provide prosecuting strategies for genocide tribunals in the making.

That might include a push from within the U.N. to hold the generals in Myanmar accountable for the recent slaughter of
Rohingya Muslims and their forced exodus into Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh International Crimes Tribunal

 War crimes evidence found against former acting DG of NSI (The Daily Star)
October 31, 2018

Investigation agency of the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) yesterday claimed to
have found evidence against a former additional inspector general of police, over
alleged involvement in crimes committed during the Liberation War.

Oahidul Haque, 69, also former acting director general of National Security Intelligence (NSI), had worked for the Pakistan
army and was involved in the killing of 500-600 Bengalis in Rangpur in 1971, investigators said.

“He was posted in Rangpur Cantonment when the war broke out, and he fought along with Pakistani army [against Bengalis],”
Abdul Hannan Khan, coordinator of the agency, said during a press conference at its Dhanmondi office.

“He was reinstated by Ziaur Rahman in 1976,” Hannan said.

Oahidul, son of MS Samsul Haque from Madaripur, was arrested following a warrant issued by ICT-1 on April 24 and is now in
jail.

The agency will hand over the probe report and other documents to the Chief Prosecutor's Office today and prosecution, if
satisfied upon scrutinising the document, will press charge against him to begin trial, investigators said.

Sanaul Huq, co-coordinator of the agency, said Oahidul was the adjutant of 29th Cavalry Regiment of Pakistan army at
Rangpur Cantonment. He killed around 500 to 600 people, and injured many on March 28, 1971.

Bodies of the victims were later burned and buried, he said.

Oahidul was transferred to West Pakistan the following month, where he continued service and returned to Bangladesh in
December 1973, subsequently joining the army, Sanaul said. He was later sent into “forced retirement” as many were aware of
his war crimes, he added.

He joined police force as assistant superintendent in October 1976, a year after Bangabandhu's assassination, and went on to
become police commissioner of Chattogram in 1988.
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Oahidul was director of NSI from 1991 to 1996 and its acting director general from 1996 to 1997, investigators said. He was the
director general of the department of immigration and passport from 1997 and was reappointed in 2002. He went into
retirement in October 2005 as additional inspector general of police, they said.

Replying to another question, Hannan Khan said whoever comes to power following the next parliamentary election, should
continue the war crimes trial.

 Bangladesh tribunal awards death sentence to two fugitive 1971 war criminals (India Today)
By Sahidul Hasan Khokon
November 6, 2018

The International Crimes Tribunal of Bangladesh (ICT-1) on Monday handed down
death sentences to two fugitive war criminals for committing crimes against
humanity in the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.

Liakat Ali, former chairman of Morakori Union Parishad under Lakhai upazila in Habiganj and Aminul Islam alias Razab Ali
of Astogram Upazila in Kishoreganj were awarded death sentences on Monday. During the War of Liberation, the duo acted as
the Razakar and Al-Badr commanders, respectively.

The prosecution has accused the two death row convicts of carrying out over a 100 murders in 1971 along with their associates
in Lakhai in Habiganj, Nasirnagar in Brahmanbaria and Astogram in Kishoreganj.

The three-member ICT-1 bench headed by Justice Md. Shahinur Islam pronounced the sentence as the seven charges of
crimes against humanity, including genocide, were proved against Liakat and Aminul beyond any reasonable doubt.

The prosecution expressed satisfaction over the judgment.

The tribunal had on May 18, 2016, issued arrest warrants against the two and on November 1, 2016, framed seven specific
charges of crimes against humanity.

The tribunal tried them in absentia as the two are still absconding.

It is the 35th judgment by the two tribunals, which was constituted to try those who committed crimes against humanity in
1971.The ICT-2, which was constituted on March 22, 2012, however, has been non-functional since September 15, 2015.

 War Crimes: ICT investigation agency finds evidence against 8 Pirojpur men (The Daily Star)
November 7, 2018

The investigation agency of the International Crimes Tribunal yesterday said to have
found evidence against eight Pirojpur men over their involvement in crimes
committed during the Liberation War in 1971.

They were “involved” in killing 24 people in four incidents, injuring three others, raping a woman, looting and arson in
Bhandaria upazila of the district.

Among the eight, four are now in jail while an accused – Fazlul Huque Hawlader – died of old age complication last month
while in custody, agency's coordinator Abdul Hannan Khan said at a press conference at its Dhanmondi office.

The four currently in prison are: Abdul Mannan Hawlader, 75; Azhar Ali Hawlader, 88; Ashraf Ali Hawlader 67; and Moharaj
Hawlader, 68.

He, however, declined to give names of the other three accused as they are yet to be arrested. All eight are from Bhandaria
upazila.

Hannan said they handed over the probe report and other documents to the ICT Chief Prosecutor's Office yesterday with
recommendation to press charges against seven as an accused has already died.

Sanaul Huq, agency's co-coordinator, said the four who are now in custody were involved with Convention Muslim League and
Razakar Bahini during the war.

Until their arrest, all four were involved with Jamaat-e-Islami, he added.

NO NEW INVESTIGATION BEFORE POLLS
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Meanwhile, Sanaul Huq said they will not start any new investigation ahead of the general election. “However, we will
continue our ongoing investigation,” he added.

Currently, investigation of 26 cases is on while 27 cases are now pending at trial and pre-trial stages. Besides, the agency
received 679 more allegations against over 3,000 people, investigators said.

[back to contents]

War Crimes Investigation in Burma

 Myanmar’s ‘Genocidal Acts’ Demand UN Action (The Diplomat)
By John Sifton
October 26, 2018

At a dramatic meeting of the United Nations Security Council on October 24, the
anniversary of the founding of the UN in 1945, the chair of a special independent
investigative commission on Myanmar starkly outlined a campaign of atrocities by
the government’s security forces against the country’s Rohingya Muslims.

Marzuki Darusman, the chairperson of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar (FFM) that the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva set up last year, briefed council members on the “human rights catastrophe” faced by the
Rohingya from military “clearance operations” in northern Rakhine State beginning in August 2017. He detailed his mission’s
comprehensive documentation of murder, mass rape, enforced disappearance, arson, looting, torture, and “large-scale
massacres including of women, children, and elderly,” among other brutalities. The mass abuses have forced over 700,000
Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh over the past year.

Darusman told the Security Council that many of the military’s atrocities amounted to “genocidal acts” and that “genocidal
intent can be reasonably inferred” from senior military leaders’ statements and from the details and context of the campaign.
After the clearance operations, the Fact-Finding Mission noted, the government consummated the “ethnic cleansing” by
completely destroying Rohingya villages and building new structures for non-Rohingya populations. The mission separately
found that abuses were part of “a systematic attack on a civilian population” amounting to crimes against humanity, and that
some of the abuses amounted to acts of “extermination.”

Darusman separately outlined how Rohingya remaining in Rakhine State live in almost complete segregation and
ghettoization, with minimal access to basic government services and facing near-total deprivation of basic rights, including the
right to citizenship. This “systematic oppression and discrimination” in Rakhine, the mission found, “not only supports a
finding of persecution but may also amount to the crime of apartheid.”

Many of the mission’s factual findings corroborate earlier research and findings by Human Rights Watch and other groups,
documenting the military’s use of mortars, heavy and light weapons, fire-bombing and arson, and close-range shootings, knife
and bayonet attacks, summary executions, and widespread rape. The mission’s report also outlined grave abuses by the
military in Kachin and Shan States, as well as sexual slavery, enslavement, and forced labor. He also noted earlier abuses
against Rohingya, in 2012 and 2016.

When they invited Darusman to share his report at a formal meeting, a majority of Security Council members actively affirmed
that they considered the crimes and human rights violations documented by his team to constitute “an ongoing threat to
international peace and security.” The council also set an important precedent by bridging its work with efforts of other UN
human rights bodies. For the first time in the Security Council’s history, a body set up by the Human Rights Council provided
a direct briefing to the Security Council.

The same day of the briefing, Darusman joined Yanghee Lee, the UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Myanmar, for a news conference in which Lee echoed many of the mission’s concerns. Lee also highlighted the Myanmar
government’s continuing denial and obstruction of international efforts to address the Rohingya crisis, describing “a
government that is increasingly demonstrating that it has no real interest and capacity in establishing a fully functioning
democracy,” or holding anyone accountable for abuses the UN has documented.

Both Darusman and Lee made a point of noting that the government’s failures and unwillingness to even acknowledge their
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abusive conduct was what made international attention so important.

It has been well over a year since the UN secretary-general, in a letter sent to the council in September 2017, first brought the
need for action on the “catastrophic” Rohingya crisis to the Security Council’s attention. The Security Council urgently needs
to consider the mission’s new recommendations, including that the council should refer the situation in Myanmar to the
International Criminal Court and impose sanctions and a global arms embargo on the country until it carries out fundamental
reforms.

Unfortunately, such Security Council action is in serious doubt. Two of the council’s permanent members, China and Russia,
were opposed even to hearing Darusman’s briefing this week and continue to oppose any resolution that would impose such
measures. The United Kingdom, which by UN tradition drafts and offers all Myanmar documents in the Security Council, has
not advanced any draft resolution to address the Rohingya crisis.

The Security Council members that requested this week’s briefing should, with the support of other UN member countries,
work to isolate Chinese and Russian obstructionism until it becomes untenable.

The attacks on the Rohingya should not remain unaddressed by the international community. The United Nations was
founded, exactly 73 years ago, in large part to address mass atrocities like those committed against the Rohingya. It would be a
stunning failure of the UN mission to give up now.

 UN atrocities probe seeks action against Myanmar Sufficient evidence of Rohingya persecution to put
military chiefs before International Criminal Court (UCA News)
By John Zaw
October 26, 2018

United Nations investigators have called for Buddhist-majority Myanmar to be held
accountable for atrocities against minority Rohingya Muslims by the world body's
Security Council.

Marzuki Darusman, chairman of the Independent International Fact‑Finding Mission on Myanmar, specifically targeted
members of the Southeast Asian nation's military for attacks spurring a mass exodus of refugees.

"There can be no moving on from this crisis without addressing its root causes, all of which still exist today — primarily the
presence of an unaccountable military that acts with complete impunity," Darusman told the Security Council when briefing
its members on Oct. 24.

Not only Rohingya and many others in Myanmar but the "entire world" wanted action to be taken against those involved in
abuses.

The 444-page fact-finding mission report released on Sept. 18 found that the military committed four of five acts constituting
genocide.

The U.N. probe had found enough evidence to warrant the prosecution of senior military figures for war crimes and crimes
against humanity, Darusman said.

The report details clearance operations of Myanmar's military in six villages that involved massacres including the killing of
women, children and the elderly, as well as gang rapes, arson and looting.

It had verified similar operations in 54 separate locations across northern Rakhine State, the center of violence against
Rohingyas.

At least 392 villages were partially or wholly destroyed and more than 725,000 Rohingya had fled to Bangladesh since violence
intensified last year.

An estimate of 10,000 Rohingya deaths was described in the report as a conservative figure.

Unless impunity was addressed, violence and atrocities would continue to occur, Darusman warned.

He called on the UN Security Council to refer cases to the International Criminal Court or create an ad hoc international
criminal tribunal as "accountability for those crimes is unattainable domestically in Myanmar."

Darusman's Security Council briefing was approved to proceed by nine votes in favor and three against with three abstentions.

China, Myanmar's neighbor and ally, as well as Russia, both opposed the Security Council briefing taking place.
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Hau Do Suan, Myanmar's representative to the U.N., said the report was "flawed, biased and politically motivated from its
genesis" and had only briefly mentioned atrocities committed by Muslim militants of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army
against Myanmar security personnel.

"Myanmar will never accept any calls to refer it to the International Criminal Court as the situation in Rakhine in no way
threatens international peace and security," he said.

Yanghee Lee, the U.N.'s expert on human rights in Myanmar, said she was dismayed by persistent denials and attempts to
deflect attention from allegations of atrocities against Rohingya.

"What I see is a government that is increasingly demonstrating that it has no real interest and capacity in establishing a fully
functioning democracy where all its people equally enjoy all their rights and freedoms," Lee told the U.N. General Assembly in
New York on Oct. 23.

She said that Myanmar was not doing what is necessary to bring about true peace and reconciliation. "It is not upholding
justice and the rule of law," she added.

Lee said the international community must continue to work to ensure that individuals alleged to be responsible for serious
crimes are prosecuted by the ICC or by another credible judicial body.

"The Security Council must come together and refer the situation of Myanmar to the ICC without any delay," she added.

 Fear of Deportation Drives Some Rohingya Refugees from India (VOA News)
By Maaz Hussein
October 29, 2018

India's recent deportation of seven Rohingya men to Myanmar has triggered a panic
among the country’s Rohingya Muslim refugee community.

Since the seven men were deported in the past three weeks, many Rohingya refugees have gone underground in India and
some others have crossed over to Bangladesh, fearing that they could be arrested, jailed or returned to Myanmar.

“After [some people] set fire to our camp in [the north Indian state of] Haryana, three times we fled to West Bengal. We lived
peacefully in West Bengal for seven months. After Indian authorities deported seven Rohingyas to Myanmar we got scared.
We began fearing that they could even deport us,” said Abdul Goni, 29, who two weeks ago fled a Rohingya refugee camp in
West Bengal and is hiding with his wife and three children at an unidentified location in southern India.

“From Haryana, we were around 350 Rohingyas who fled to West Bengal. After the deportation of those seven men we have all
fled the West Bengal camp. Some crossed over to Bangladesh. Others have fled to Jammu, Haryana and other places [in
India]. I too have moved to another part of India where I am living in hiding now.”

The Indian Home Ministry, which handles the issue or refugees, declined to comment for this story.

Forced to flee

Facing discrimination and violence in Myanmar, minority Rohingya Muslims have for decades fled Myanmar to neighboring
Bangladesh and other countries, including India.

Currently, approximately 40,000 Rohingya refugees live in different locations across India. About 18,000 are registered with
the office of the UNHCR, the UN refugee agency.

Stateless, Rohingyas have no way to travel to any country legally and their status as refugees is not always recognized. India
did not sign the 1951 U.N. Refugee Convention, and thus treats all Rohingyas entering the country as illegal immigrants.

India has jailed some Rohingyas. The UNHCR estimates more than 200 Rohingya are in Indian jails after being arrested and
charged for illegal entry. Rights groups say that figure is at least 500.

The UNHCR issues identity cards to registered refugees to help prevent their arbitrary arrest, detention and deportation. But
after the seven men were deported to Myanmar earlier this month, many Rohingyas in India say they fear deportation despite
holding UNHCR ID cards.

Among the Rohingyas who have gone in hiding in India or fled to Bangladesh in the past few weeks, many are UNHCR card
holders, said Mohammad Junaid, a Rohingya community leader in Bangladesh.
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“I know of over 100 Rohingya who have fled to Bangladesh from India in the past weeks. Around 75 percent of them held
refugee ID cards issued by the UNHCR Delhi. Yet, they crossed over to Bangladesh because they felt the cards could not
protect them from actions by the Indian authorities,” Junaid told VOA.

Cheryl D’Souza, member of a Delhi-based legal rights activist group fighting for the rights of the refugees, also said the
Rohingyas are anxious about their future in India despite holding the UNHCR cards.

"While those who have been granted refugee cards and protection by UNHCR cannot be arrested, the panic among the
Rohingya regarding arrest by the Indian authorities stems from the complete denial by the government of recognizing the
Rohingya as a refugee community in India that is in need of protection and the deliberate terming of them as illegal
immigrants to buttress their claims in court for their expulsion,” D’Souza told VOA.

Anti-Rohingya sentiment

Rohingya refugees have lived in India peacefully for many years. But sentiment against the Muslim minority group has been
surging in predominantly Hindu India after the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party led by current Prime Minister
Narendra Modi swept to power following a massive election victory in 2014.

Last year in the north Indian city of Jammu, local BJP leaders began a campaign demanding all Rohingya be expelled from the
area. The BJP-led Indian federal government subsequently ordered all states to identify and deport all Rohingya Muslims
from the country.

Two weeks ago, the government in India's northeastern state of Assam announced that it was preparing to deport another
batch of 23 detained Rohingya that officials described as “illegal immigrants” to Myanmar.

Legal rights activist Prashant Bhushan, who is fighting against the deportation of the Rohingya refugees in India, insists that
no Rohingya should be deported to Myanmar.

"A fact finding report by the United Nations Human Rights Council has concluded that [the] Myanmarese military have been
responsible for committing crimes of genocide and crimes against humanity against the Rohingya. Various other international
organizations have warned that conditions are not conducive for the safe return of Rohingya refugees who have been subjected
to torture and detained on repatriation. It is in this context that we are opposing the deportation of the Rohingya refugees to
Myanmar,” said Bhushan.

"Refoulement of the seven men to Myanmar was in grave violation of India’s international obligations. The principle of non-
refoulement is [indeed] binding on India. It is enshrined in various conventions that India has ratified, such as the ICCPR
[International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights] and the Convention on Rights of the Child," he said.

Myanmar's government has consistently denied allegations that its troops have committed atrocities against the Rohingya.

Altaf Hossen, a Rohingya who fled a camp in West Bengal two weeks ago and crossed over to Bangladesh, said he made a wise
decision by leaving India.

“Hindu majority India is growing hostile for Muslim Rohingya refugees. We were facing violence. We held UNHCR cards. Yet,
we faced threats of being deported to Myanmar,” Hossen told VOA. “India is unsafe for all Rohingyas. All Rohingyas should
leave India for Bangladesh or other countries.”

 Atrocity Alert No. 129 (31 October 2018): Myanmar (Burma), Yemen, Burundi and Sri Lanka (Relief Web)
October 31, 2018

On 24 October the Chair of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on
Myanmar (FFM), Marzuki Darusman, briefed the UN Security Council (UNSC) on the
Mission’s recent report. Darusman described the situation in Rakhine State as a
“human rights catastrophe that was foreseeable and planned” and said that
violations described in the report “undoubtedly amount to the most serious crimes of
concern to the international community, threatening the peace, security and well-
being of the world.” The FFM report found that war crimes and crimes against
humanity have been committed in Kachin, Shan and Rakhine states and that
operations against the Rohingya population in Rakhine had “genocidal intent.”

Due to the opposition of some UNSC members to the briefing, it was necessary for a procedural vote to be held in order for it
to proceed. Nine UNSC members – Côte d’Ivoire, France, Kuwait, Netherlands, Peru, Poland, Sweden, United Kingdom and
United States – voted in favor of holding the briefing. Three members opposed the briefing (Bolivia, China, Russia), and
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another three abstained from the vote (Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan).

Held on the 73rd anniversary of the founding of the UN, Darusman’s briefing marked the first time that a UN Human Rights
Council-mandated investigative mechanism directly briefed the UNSC on a country-specific situation and highlighted mass
atrocity crimes that demand urgent action.

Acting on recommendations provided by the FFM, the Security Council should now refer the situation in Myanmar to the
International Criminal Court and impose targeted sanctions on those generals with command responsibility for war crimes,
crimes against humanity and genocide. An international arms embargo should also be imposed on Myanmar’s military.

War crimes continue as famine looms in Yemen

On 24 October at least 24 civilians were killed in airstrikes across Hodeidah Governorate as Yemen’s catastrophic civil war
continues without any notable international political response. The deadliest airstrikes, carried out by the Saudi
Arabia/United Arab Emirates (UAE)-led military coalition, targeted a vegetable packaging facility in Al-Masoudi town, killing
21 civilians.

The recent airstrikes took place the day after the head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
Mark Lowcock, briefed the UNSC on the link between the conflict in Yemen and the growing risk of famine. Yemen is now the
largest humanitarian crisis in the world, and the situation has worsened considerably over the past two months.

According to OCHA the total number of people suffering severe food insecurity in Yemen could reach 14 million – half the
population – if action is not taken immediately. Lowcock also emphasized that “there is now a clear and present danger” of an
imminent famine in Yemen that is “much bigger than anything any professional in this field has seen during their working
lives.”

Meanwhile, Yemeni government forces, supported by the Saudi/UAE-led coalition, are continuing their military offensive on
the city of Hodeidah. Since the offensive began on 12 June more than 570,000 people have been forced to flee their homes
across Hodeidah Governorate. Hodeidah port is the entry point for approximately 80 percent of the food and fuel imports
upon which over 22 million Yemenis currently depend for survival.

Ongoing attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure and the deliberate obstruction of humanitarian aid are not only a
major cause of Yemen’s humanitarian crisis, but may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity under international
law. Despite the magnitude of the crisis facing the country, the UNSC has still not passed a substantive resolution on Yemen
since March 2015. In an effort to protect civilians and secure the main conduit for emergency humanitarian aid, the Council
should demand an immediate ceasefire in Hodeidah and impose targeted sanctions on all those responsible for mass atrocity
crimes.

International organizations confront the ongoing human rights crisis in Burundi

On 25 October the European Union (EU) renewed travel bans and asset freezes on four Burundians for serious human rights
violations, obstruction of democracy, and incitement to violence. Three of the individuals are affiliated with the government or
its security forces. One day prior to the EU’s decision, the Burundian government announced that it would not participate in
the latest round of political talks in Tanzania with Burundian opposition parties regarding the 2020 elections.

The Human Rights Council-mandated Commission of Inquiry (CoI) has found that under President Pierre Nkurunziza’s
leadership, since April 2015 the National Intelligence Service and police - sometimes in collaboration with the Imbonerakure
youth wing of the ruling party - have committed potential crimes against humanity. Systematic violations and abuses of
human rights have been committed in order to retain power and eliminate political opposition.

Following the CoI’s August 2018 report highlighting the personal role of President Nkurunziza in inciting political violence,
Burundian officials have attempted to publicly intimidate members of the Commission. In late October Burundi’s Ambassador
to the UN, Albert Shingiro, threatened to prosecute members of the CoI and compared the Senegalese chair of the
Commission, Doudou Diene, to African collaborators during the trans-Atlantic slave trade. On 28 October the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, demanded an official apology for these derogatory remarks.

Ongoing inflammatory statements by Burundian officials highlight the insecure political environment and the ongoing risk of
mass atrocities. The government of Burundi must refrain from any further incitement to violence, including threats against
human rights defenders. The government should also re-engage with the political dialogue in Tanzania, and ensure that the
2020 elections can take place in free, transparent and peaceful conditions.

President who oversaw atrocities returns to power in Sri Lanka



On 26 October Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena fired Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasignhe and appointed former
President Mahinda Rajapaksa as his replacement, causing a constitutional and political crisis. The sudden decision once again
elevates Rajapaksa to a senior government position despite mass atrocity crimes perpetrated by Sri Lanka’s military forces
during his presidency. Rajapaksa oversaw the final and most deadly phase of Sri Lanka’s 1983-2009 civil war against the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), before losing power in a 2015 election.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights found that in 2009, during the final stages of Sri Lanka’s civil war,
both sides committed possible war crimes and crimes against humanity. Military forces under the authority of President
Rajapaksa indiscriminately targeted civilians, while also perpetrating torture, sexual violence, extrajudicial killings and
enforced disappearances against the LTTE and its supporters. The UN has estimated that as many as 40,000 Tamil civilians
may have been killed during the final phase of the war.

During October 2015 the newly-elected government of President Sirisena supported a HRC Resolution calling for the
establishment of mechanisms to ensure truth and accountability for human rights violations and abuses committed during the
civil war. While the government declared an Office of Missing Persons operational earlier this year, no meaningful progress
has been made regarding justice for past atrocities.

The appointment of Rajapaksa to the role of Prime Minister is a disturbing sign that the government may now intensify efforts
to circumvent accountability for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Such an approach has grave implications for Sri
Lankan democracy, for the Tamil minority, and for all victims of Sri Lanka’s civil war.

 Why the ICC Investigation of Forced Displacement in Myanmar Is a Big Deal (Just Security)
By Steven Feldstein
November 1, 2018

In September, Fatou Bensouda, chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court
(ICC), announced that she was opening a preliminary examination of forcible
deportations of the Rohingya people from Myanmar to Bangladesh. Bensouda’s
action is much more significant than people may have realized. The ICC – and by
extension the international community – has finally indicated they will start to take
forcible displacement seriously and prosecute it as a crime against humanity.

Overall, fatalities from war are decreasing at a steady and consistent rate. While recent conflicts in the Middle East,
particularly the Syrian civil war, have temporarily bumped up war time casualties, broader trends indicate a steady drop. This
is particularly true when comparing the numbers of people killed from twentieth century conflicts, such as the Korean or
Vietnam War, and those killed in twenty-first century wars. For example, researchers estimate that the Korean War led to1.2
million fatalities, and that fatalities from the Vietnam war totaled over two million. In contrast, total fatalities associated with
the Syrian civil war are approximately 500,000. Likewise, fatalities from the Afghanistan conflict (2001-16) stand at 114,000.
As experts like Steven Pinker and Joshua Goldstein have documented, the world is becoming safer, more peaceful and less
prone to violence over time.

But there is one major exception to these conflict trends: levels of forcible displacement from conflict have skyrocketed
worldwide. The latest figures from UNHCR, the U.N. Refugee Agency, for 2017, show that cumulative displacement around
the world exceeded 71 million persons including 16.2 million individuals newly displaced. Both numbers represent record
highs. And both figures build on millions of displaced individuals from prior years.

When comparing historical ratios of displacement to fatalities in war, the traditional ratio is approximately 5:1. But the Syrian
civil war, for example, shows a displacement to fatality ratio of 25:1. Likewise, the ratio from the Iraq War (2003 to 2011)
indicates a ratio of 21:1. In other words, war is displacing civilians beyond historical proportions at levels not witnessed in the
modern era. It is vital to unpack what is driving this change.

A major reason for this shifting trend is due to the international community’s reluctance to enforce the norm against forcible
displacement. International humanitarian law is very clear when it comes to forced deportations: Parties to armed conflicts
are specifically forbidden to deport or forcibly transfer civilians except to protect civilians or for exceptional military necessity.
Along with prohibitions against genocide, torture, enslavement and war crimes, the proscription against forced displacement
is a fundamental principle of international law from which no derogation is permitted. And yet, the international community
has repeatedly failed to act when it comes to preventing mass displacements. One of the great ironies is that while the
international community has strongly signaled that wartime atrocities will be met with ICC prosecutions and even Chapter VII
interventions (which authorize the U.N. Security Council to take military action to “restore international peace and security”),
it has remained conspicuously silent on forced deportations. As a consequence, armed actors appear to be shifting tactics:
Rather than authorize mass civilian killings in order to consolidate control over territory, they are instead making forced
displacement a key part of their war strategies.
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The ongoing persecution of the Rohingya minority in Myanmar is a good case in point. Starting in August 2017, the current
wave of fighting in Rakhine State has caused over 905,000 refugees to cross the border into Bangladesh, “making this the
fastest growing refugee crisis in the world.” In comparison, civilian fatality estimates range from approximately 6,700 to
9,800 killed. While these fatality figures are appalling, they pale in comparison to the number of individuals forcibly removed
from their communities by Myanmar security forces.

International officials publicly acknowledge that Myanmar’s principal military strategy is the permanent expulsion of the
Rohingya population. Former U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad al Hussein has asserted that these
tactics are “a textbook example of ethnic cleansing” and a “cynical ploy to forcibly transfer large numbers of people without
possibility of return.” Instead of using mass killings to perpetuate ethnic cleansing, Myanmar’s government is primarily
relying upon mass displacement to accomplish their objectives. Their bet seems to be paying off. The international community
has been noticeably reticent to take concrete action against Myanmar. Aside from applying limited sanctions against select
military leaders and releasing critical public statements, the United States and other governments have refrained from taking
more serious action.

This is why the ICC’s decision to launch a preliminary investigation of forcible displacement in Myanmar is such a big deal.
Not only does it send a strong signal to armed actors that the international community’s reluctance to confront forced
displacement may be changing, but if Bensouda brings formal charges, this will be the first time an international tribunal
prosecutes perpetrators of forcible displacement since the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (the
ICTY included forcible displacement charges in certain indictments but they generally targeted low-level officials and were
part of a broader array of offenses). Some argue that the ICC’s action has more to do with finding a means to gain jurisdiction
over crimes committed in Myanmar (which is not a signatory to the Rome Statute), but this does not change the fact that
culpable actors may finally be held to account. Such actions can lead to major impact. In 1998, for example, the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda handed down the first conviction for rape as a crime against humanity and a crime of genocide
in the Jean-Paul Kayesu case. This became a watershed moment for gender-related war crimes. It spawned subsequent
jurisprudence that established specific standards and associated penalties, and it also led to significant changes in the U.N.,
including appointing the first U.N. senior representative for sexual violence in conflict. Similarly, an international conviction
for violating forced displacement standards could foster equivalent momentum and strengthened accountability.

The ICC’s September 18 announcement is merely the first phase in a long process yet to unfold. The legal and policy
implications will not be known for several years. But some facts remain beyond dispute: Forcible displacement has
exponentially increased in recent years even while fatalities from war have declined. Without clear signals from the
international community about its willingness to hold perpetrators of forced deportation to account, the global displacement
crisis will only get worse.

 Myanmar government erases evidence of Rohingya 'genocide' in Rakhine State (The National)
By Jacob Goldberg
November 5, 2018

A narrow dirt path runs through the village of Inn Dinn, in northern Rakhine state in
Myanmar. On the western side, 900 Rakhine Buddhists live, farm and worship at a
large pink monastery. To the east is an overgrown tangle of brush and burnt trees.

A Buddhist woman drinks tea in her yard, which overlooks the remains of charred huts. “There was a fire,” she says, but she
doesn't know who started it.

What happened in Inn Din has been well documented. A report released in August by a UN Fact-Finding Mission established
how during a Myanmar “clearance operation” in September 2017, soldiers shot and stabbed villagers, raped women, and
burned homes while driving 6,000 ethnic Rohingya from their homes.

A Reuters investigation in February detailed the murder of 10 Rohingya men and boys at the hands of Myanmar troops, police
officers and Rakhine Buddhist villagers on September 2, 2017. The Myanmar government corroborated this report when it
sentenced seven soldiers involved to 10 years imprisonment.

But on a recent government-controlled press tour of Rakhine, there is no acknowledgment of the massacre of Inn Din, or of
other events last year, when 700,000 ethnic Rohingya were driven from their homes in a state-sponsored campaign of ethnic
cleansing that left 10,000 dead and was described by the UN Fact-Finding Mission as genocide.

Instead, the first tightly controlled visit to the state since the UN mission announced its findings reveals how in the past year,
the Myanmar government and the passage of time have conspired to destroy evidence of this genocide. In its place an entirely
different narrative has been constructed in the minds of the remaining, mostly Buddhist locals.
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While memory of the Rohingya’s patrimony is being erased in Rakhine state, it remains compelling and vivid in the minds of
Rohingya refugees living in exile in southern Bangladesh. And it is their eye witness testimony of ethnic cleansing, experts
suggest, that may one day be sufficient basis for international war crimes prosecutions.

Long before last year’s campaign of mass displacement and destruction, the Myanmar government had subjected its Rohingya
people to systemic persecution. Since the Rohingya are Muslim and speak a language similar to the Chittagonian dialect of
southern Bangladesh, Myanmar's government and much of its Buddhist population consider them illegal “Bengali”
immigrants. They cite this belief to justify denying the Rohingya citizenship, education, and the right to travel freely.

Rohingyas, however, are native to the land that Myanmar calls Rakhine state – a land that was inhabited by their ancestors
long before it was crudely divided into two British colonies that later became Muslim-majority Bangladesh and Buddhist
majority Myanmar.

Hatred of the Rohingya has intensified in the years since Myanmar opened its doors to international aid and investment, as
Rakhine Buddhists, who are outnumbered by the Rohingya in northern Rakhine state, see themselves as receiving less
assistance. Powerful Buddhist nationalist groups have capitalised on this resentment, creating a climate in which politicians
can score points by appealing to Buddhist nationalism.

When a group of poorly armed Rohingya insurgents known as the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) launched a series
of attacks on security installations in Rakhine state on August 25, 2017, Myanmar’s military responded with a campaign of
unprecedented violence. According to the UN Fact-Finding Mission, “the nature, scale and organisation of the operations
suggests a level of preplanning and design on the part of the Tatmadaw [military] leadership."

The Tatmadaw's commander Min Aung Hlaing stated at the height of the operations: "The Bengali problem was a long-
standing one which has become an unfinished job despite the efforts of the previous governments to solve it. The government
in office is taking great care in solving the problem.”

The nature and the scale of this apparent genocide campaign, recounted in grisly detail by Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh to
the members of the UN mission, are no longer evident in the landscape of Rakhine state. The government has bulldozed the
remains of Rohingya villages and built new ones in their place, inviting non-Rohingya to settle there. Ruins are enveloped by
foliage, covering nearly every trace of last year’s atrocities. Through a combination of concealment and neglect, Myanmar
authorities have transformed their crimes scenes into a land of alternative facts, where physical evidence of crimes has been
destroyed, and the history of the Rohingya has been erased.

In Inn Din, village administrator Kyaw Soe Moe denied knowledge of the mass graves documented by Reuters and confirmed
by Myanmar’s imprisonment of seven soldiers. “I haven’t heard of any mass graves here.”

Other villagers, and security forces, likewise denied knowledge, consistently replying: “I’m not from here,” or “I wasn’t here at
the time”.

This is apparently a deliberate government policy, says Matthew Smith, the chief executive of Fortify Rights, one of the main
groups documenting Myanmar’s crimes against the Rohingya. “The authorities routinely cycle people in and out of sensitive
areas. This could be a tactic to suppress the truth.”

Fifty kilometres up the coast, in the district capital of Maungdaw, the charade continued. The reporters were ushered into a
brightly lit conference room in the office of the General Administration Department – a powerful administrative body
controlled by the military. Three local officials flicked through PowerPoint slides showing the bloody remains of people they
claimed had been killed by “Bengali terrorists”. The military has been caught on several occasions staging photos of crimes
allegedly committed by Rohingya or falsely captioning photos taken elsehwere to support its narrative.

“No police, no military forced people to flee. Only ARSA did,” said Maungdaw Township administrator Myint Khaing.
“Genocide never happened in our country and never will happen.”

Blaming the flight of hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees on ARSA is a crucial element of Myanmar’s strategy to avoid
accountability. The country continues to maintain that its troops did not deport anyone and that “Bengali terrorists” ordered
Rohingya villagers to burn their own homes and flee to Bangladesh in an effort to frame Myanmar.

Despite their best efforts at suppressing evidence, such as the jailing of the Reuters journalists who exposed the Inn Din
massacre, contradictory evidence continues to emerge. A recently published video filmed in August 2017 shows a scene of
apparently premeditated deportation. The video shows a Myanmar soldier instructing a group of non-Rohingya villagers to
“clear out” Rohingya villages with sticks and swords. The soldier can be heard saying: “Slowly and step by step, [Rohingya]
want to take the whole Rakhine State. Then, they will conquer the whole country…We’ll clear out their villages soon after we
leave here.”



Maungdaw District administrator Ye Htoo responded to the video in the same way many Myanmar officials do when
confronted with proof of wrongdoing: “I have no comment, but if it’s true, the military will take legal action.” But justice so far
has been reserved for low-level offenders, who are scapegoated to forestall the threat of accountability for the clearance
operations’ high-level organisers, who allegedly include Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Myanmar’s efforts to erase evidence in Rakhine state indicate that the government of Aung San Suu Kyi has no intention of
pursuing justice for the Rohingya, even though the military orchestrated and carried out its genocidal operations without the
consent or oversight of the civilian government she leads.

Rights groups now pin their hopes for accountability on international bodies. The most likely organisation to rule on the
alleged crimes of Myanmar military leaders is the International Criminal Court. Absent a request by the UN Security Council,
the ICC ordinarily only has jurisdiction over countries that have ratified the Rome Statute. Myanmar is not a member, so in
order for the court to investigate the crimes in Rakhine state, prosecutor Fatou Bensouda has argued for jurisdiction on the
basis that Myanmar’s forced deportation of Rohingya took place in part on the soil of Bangladesh, which is a member. The
court agreed with the argument and announced on September 6 that it does have jurisdiction to investigate Myanmar’s alleged
deportation.

Ms Bensouda is conducting a preliminary examination of last year’s clearance operations in order to determine whether a full
investigation is warranted. An indictment would be made on the basis of that investigation.

According to Hollie Nyseth Brehm, a genocide scholar at Ohio State University, “even if the ICC were to indict suspected
perpetrators, international criminal trials are slow moving at best”.

Fortunately, Myanmar’s destruction of physical evidence would not necessarily be a barrier to prosecution. “Some courts, like
Rwanda’s post-genocide gacaca courts, relied almost exclusively on eye-witness testimony,” said Ms Nyseth Brehm. “We know
that eye-witness testimony is certainly flawed, but in the absence of other forms of evidence, it may be the only option.”

Wayne Jordash, a lawyer for the firm Global Rights Compliance, which is representing a group of Rohingya sexual assault
survivors who have petitioned the ICC to investigate gender-based violence as a component of genocide, agrees that a lack of
physical evidence is not the greatest obstacle. “The problem is not establishing whether hundreds of thousands of Rohingya
were deported or persecuted or even [subjected to] genocide. The bigger problem is whether we’ll find the linkage witnesses...
Every international trial relies on insider witnesses who have generally got a lot of blood on their hands themselves but are
persuaded, cajoled, or coerced by the prosecution to assist their aims by giving evidence and pointing the finger within the
organisation.”

On September 27, the UN Human Rights Council called for the establishment of an “independent mechanism” that will collect
and preserve evidence, especially the type that could link crimes against the Rohingya to specific perpetrators, to be used in a
future prosecution.

That same day, the journalists on the media tour in October made their last stop at the fence 10-foot fence that separates
Myanmar from a strip of land on the Bangladesh border known as No Man’s Land. Here, more than 5,000 Rohingya refugees
subsist on food delivered by the Red Cross. Speaking through the fence and flanked by dozens of fellow refugees, a community
leader named Dil Mohammad explained that he and his people will not return to Myanmar until a number of demands are
met: a guarantee of safety, the right to citizenship, and accountability for the people who drove them from their homes and
destroyed their villages.

“The ICC must put the perpetrators on trial,” he said. “If they try, it can happen in a short time. We are hopeful.”
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 How the U.S. Aids and Abets Saudi War Crimes (Socialist Worker) By Omar Hassan
October 30, 2018

The Saudi-led war on Yemen has devastated a country already crippled by
widespread poverty and systematic neglect.

In 2015, Saudi Arabia and its allies launched what has become a vicious, unrelenting assault on a defenseless population.
Their goal is to defeat the Houthi rebels, who have refused to back the puppet government installed by the Saudis in 2011.

Despite tens of thousands of air strikes and a debilitating air and naval blockade, they have failed to dislodge the rebels from
the capital of Sanaa. Indeed, the Houthis now control large parts of the country.

Often cynically portrayed as Iranian puppets, the Houthis receive far less support than is generally assumed. And their
movement is motivated less by love for the ayatollahs than by longstanding socio-economic grievances with successive Saudi-
backed dictators, and their exclusion from a transitional government established after the 2011 revolution.

This inconvenient truth was ignored by the Saudi regime, which exaggerated the risk posed by a supposed Iranian proxy on its
doorstep to justify a massive military intervention. As a result, Yemen now faces the largest humanitarian emergency on the
planet.

Some 14 million people are at risk of starving to death, according to a World Food Programme report. It is the most severe
famine anywhere in the world for more than 100 years. Sixteen million people lack access to clean water, and a staggering 22
million people — 75 percent of the population — rely on aid.

The United Nations estimates that more than 3 million Yemenis have fled their homes, desperately seeking safety and
security. Many now live in makeshift refugee camps, their weathered tents the only signs of life in an otherwise inhospitable
landscape.

To force the Houthi rebels to surrender, the Saudis have repeatedly attacked and closed the port of Hodeida, which handled 70
percent of food imports prior to the war. They have tried to bully NGOs to stop aid programs in rebel-controlled regions.
When persuasion has failed, they’ve used violence. Hospitals run by Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders)
have been bombed many times.

Save the Children, an international human rights organization, estimates that 50,000 children died from poverty-related
causes last year. That’s 137 pairs of smiling eyes left vacant each day; a final, bitter familial embrace every 10 minutes.

The country’s social divisions — communal, cultural and religious — are becoming canyon-like with the geographical carve-up.
The Houthis control the north and central regions, al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula controls the southeast, and forces loyal
to the United Arab Emirates control the area surrounding the strategically vital port of Aden — they are considering unilateral
secession from the north.

In truth, “Yemen” no longer exists. Emaciated by decades of underinvestment, ruling class corruption and neoliberal attacks,
the country has received a knockout blow from the Saudis and their allies.

This calamity is an indictment of the so-called global order. In particular, it is an indictment of the U.S. and British
governments, which have expanded their military sales to the Saudis: an example of the barbaric bipartisanship often
displayed on issues of imperial foreign policy by Democrats and Republicans and by social democrats and conservatives.

A bomb that killed 40 children on a school bus in August was almost certainly produced in Texas by Lockheed Martin. Not
satisfied with facilitating indiscriminate murder in this way, the West has provided secondary support, including intelligence
on possible targets, in-air refuelling for bombing campaigns and an endless stream of high-end military equipment.

A report by UN investigators found evidence of mass murder, torture and rape of civilians. Yet when confronted with the facts,
U.S. Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis insisted that murdering thousands of unarmed Yemeni civilians was an act of self-
defense by the Saudi and Emirati monarchies. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was more honest in a congressional memo that
justified the Saudi-led intervention in terms of curtailing Iranian influence.

The Australian government has been similarly complicit. Earlier this year, independent news site New Matilda reported that
licenses for the sale of military equipment to the Saudis have recently quadrupled. Christopher Pyne, minister for defense
industry from 2016 and now minister for defense, and other government ministers have engaged in high level talks regarding
the expansion of the Royal Saudi Navy.

Further, it was revealed last year that Australian warships have been conducting joint exercises with the Saudis — i.e. with the
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navy that is blocking desperately needed aid to 22 million civilians. To top it all off, a former Australian Army major general,
Mike Hindmarsh, has been leading the Emirates’ fighting forces. His reward is reportedly a $500,000 annual salary. One can
only imagine the hysteria if the Iranians or the Palestinians were paying his wages. But in this case, he has received no
criticism or censure from the government or the mainstream media in Australia.

Almost 30 million Yemenis are suffering a brutal military siege. It is well past time that the Australia ended its relationship
with the despicable Saudi regime and ended its involvement with war crimes.

 Second Navy SEAL Charged with war crimes (NewsRep) By Stavros Atlamazoglou
November 5, 2018

A second Navy SEAL has been charged with war crimes over the alleged killing of an
Islamic State (ISIS) prisoner in Iraq last year.

As the ranking officer on the ground, Lt. Jacob “Jake” Portier is accused of covering up another SEAL’s war crimes. Special
Operations Chief Edward “Eddie” Gallagher has been accused of stabbing to death an ISIS detainee. More specifically, Lt.
Portier faces an Article 32 hearing for dereliction of duty. Although the SEAL officer was not present at the alleged execution,
he is accused of not reporting Gallagher’s actions up the chain of command. Lt. Portier was the platoon leader of Chief
Gallagher.

An Article 32 hearing is a requirement before a general court-martial is adjourned. The hearing determines whether there is
sufficient evidence to proceed to the next phase. According to investigators from the Naval Criminal Investigative Service
(NCIS), Lt. Portier and Chief Gallagher are not the sole target of the war crimes probe: It appears that the NCIS is
investigating more than a dozen SEALs, and the leadership of the Naval Special Warfare Group One, which was responsible
for addressing any war crimes allegations.

Hitherto, only Chief Gallagher has been detained; in the San Diego Naval Consolidated Brig Miramar.

Chief Gallagher allegedly stabbed an ISIS detainee in the neck and body till he died. He then proceeded to pose for
photographs next to the body and complete his reenlistment service next to it. The case becomes ever more complex as
helmet-camera footage indicates that Iraqi government forces were also present and tortured the ISIS fighter before his
alleged killing.

Lt. Portier was not present at the incident but was informed of it by another SEAL. According to his lawyer, he then filed the
allegations to the chain of command and contacted the NSWG One leading Judge Advocate (JAG) for legal advice.

“Lt. Portier’s combat service to our country warrants a medal, not a charge sheet,” said Jeremiah Sullivan III, Portier’s defence
attorney.

On the other hand, Chief Gallagher is suspected of attempting to cover-up the allegations. According to the Navy Times, he
discouraged other SEALs from his platoon from discussing his actions in Iraq. Moreover, Chief Gallagher appears to have been
abusing a controlled substance (Tramadol Hydrochloride). He allegedly used the painkiller during the Iraq deployment.

The SEAL community is no stranger to legal or illegal substance abuse. Numerous cases in the last several years have exposed
an unhealthy culture within certain NSW units.

Although not uniformed combatants — and thus not shielded by the Geneva Convention — ISIS fighters that are captured are
assisted by the Rules of Engagement (ROE) that American and Coalition warfighters must operate by. As in numerous other
cases, defeating the enemy comes second to good public relations. Does this justify torture and execution? Of course not.

A spokesperson from the Naval Special Warfare Command refused to comment on the investigation. Commander Tamara
Lawrence said that “Naval Special Warfare does not comment on specifics of an ongoing investigation in order to preserve its
integrity, however all credible allegations of criminal activity are taken extremely seriously and thoroughly investigated.”

 The siege of Hodeidah: Washington doubles down on its war crime in Yemen (World Socialist Web Site) By
Bill Van Auken
November 7, 2018

One of the bloodiest events in what constitutes the world’s largest ongoing war
crime is beginning to unfold in Hodeidah, the Red Sea port that serves as the
principal lifeline for food, fuel and medicine upon which at least 70 percent of
Yemen’s impoverished and starving population depend for survival.
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The Saudi-led coalition that has waged a devastating war against Yemen’s population for the past three and a half years
reports that it has mobilized some 30,000 troops to surround the city. These include Emirati and Sudanese regulars, Al Qaeda
militiamen and Yemeni mercenaries, all being massed on Hodeidah’s outskirts.

The city is being subjected to non-stop bombardment from both the air and sea, with the aid group Save the Children
reporting that its staff counted some 100 airstrikes just over the weekend, a five-fold increase compared to the first week in
October.

Among the latest civilian victims of this onslaught are two people killed and 24 wounded in a strike on a residential
neighborhood, a worker left dead and five other wounded in the bombing of a Yemeni factory, a young girl wounded in an
artillery attack on a mosque and five inmates injured in the bombing of Hodeidah’s central prison.

The bombings have come ever closer to the Al Thawra hospital, the last functioning medical facility treating children on the
brink of death from malnutrition. It has made it impossible for those seeking aid to reach the hospital, and there is growing
concern that it will be targeted, as have the majority of hospitals and clinics throughout Yemen.

Some 570,000 people in the port of Hodeidah and the surrounding province of the same name have been turned into
homeless refugees, often fleeing bombardments and violence with nothing but the clothes on their backs.

That the renewed siege has the blessing of Washington is indisputable. The massing of troops, the naval blockade and the
endless bombing would all be impossible without the close collaboration of the Pentagon, which supplies aerial refueling for
Saudi bombers, naval support for the stranglehold over access to Hodeidah from the sea and even intelligence assistance for
selecting targets in the port city.

Yet the escalation of the siege comes just one week after extensive reports in the US media of US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and US Defense Secretary Gen. James Mattis calling for a “ceasefire” in Yemen and indicating a 30-day deadline for
the resumption of peace talks.

Even as the siege of Hodeidah was building, the New York Times published a hypocritical November 5 editorial titled “End
Yemen’s Agony”, praising Pompeo and Mattis for having “urged all sides to stop the killing” and proclaiming that “the
secretaries have taken a first step.”

Events on the ground make it abundantly clear that this is all nonsense, a cover-up for continuing and intensifying slaughter
that is reaching a near-genocidal scale.

Urging “all sides to stop the killing,” as if the US-backed Saudi-led coalition and its victims are equally responsible for the
mass murder in Yemen, is designed only to create an alibi for war crimes.

According to the latest estimate by the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, some 56,000 Yemenis have died since
the US-backed Saudi assault began in 2016. Together with the deaths in the first nine months of the war, the death toll is
thought to be between 70,000 and 80,000, the vast majority of them caused by Saudi bombs and missiles.

The deaths caused by hunger and preventable disease, caused by the Saudi blockade of the country and the systematic leveling
of water, sewage and other basic infrastructure, is far greater, with an estimated 50,000 victims last year alone.

As many as 14 million people, nearly half the country’s population, are on the brink of starvation, with the siege of Hodeidah
and the cutting off of relief supplies threatening to claim the lives of millions.

A close examination of the statements made by Pompeo and Mattis makes clear their real intent. Pompeo’s call for a
“ceasefire” read, “the time is now for the cessation of hostilities, including missile and UAV strikes from Houthi-controlled
areas into the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Subsequently, Coalition air strikes must cease in all
populated areas in Yemen. [emphasis added]”

In other words, the onus is on the Houthi rebels who control Hodeidah, the capital of Sana’a and the most populated area of
the country, to halt missile attacks, none of which have done any significant damage to either Saudi Arabia or the UAE. Only
“subsequently,” after this unilateral act of surrender, will US-backed Saudi forces halt air strikes in “populated areas,”
presumably continuing them in areas deemed not to be populated.

In an interview on Fox News Sunday, Pompeo, asked about his and Mattis’ statements, responded, “Frankly, it’s nothing new,”
while claiming that the starvation in Yemen was caused by Iran supplying “weapons and missiles to the Houthi rebels that are
fighting there in Saudi Arabia.” Even government lies should make some sense. While Washington has yet to present any
credible evidence that Iran is arming the Houthi rebels, the idea that the Houthis are fighting in Saudi Arabia—presumably
making them the aggressor—is a fantasy that turns the world on its head.



It is now clear that the supposed 30-day deadline for a Yemen ceasefire was used to telegraph a message to the Saudis to get
on with the slaughter and capture Hodeidah as speedily as possible, no matter what the human cost. Should Riyadh need an
extension for this massive bloodletting, one will no doubt be forthcoming.

Washington views the mass murder in Yemen through the prism of its attempt to curtail Iran’s influence throughout the
Middle East and effect regime change in Tehran. It is no accident that the escalation of the siege of Hodeidah coincides with
the imposition of punishing unilateral and illegal US sanctions against Iran that are tantamount to an act of war. Saudi Arabia
is seen as the linchpin of imperialist reaction in the Middle East, the key ally in the conflict with Iran and the source of billions
of dollars in profits for US arms manufacturers. To preserve these interests, Washington is prepared to see millions die.

In the wake of the grisly October 2 political murder of journalist and former Riyadh insider Jamal Khashoggi at the Saudi
consulate in Istanbul, the US media, which had largely blacked out the mass killing in Yemen, provided a brief spurt of
coverage as it appeared that it might be useful in Washington’s attempts to use the crisis over this political murder as leverage
in securing a more advantageous relationship with the House of Saud.

A month later, coverage of both the Khashoggi assassination and the slaughter in Yemen has largely abated, suggesting that
some kind of accommodation has been reached between Washington and Riyadh. For most of the population of the United
States, news of the siege of Hodeidah, in which the American military is a full partner, is blacked out.

Moreover, in the midst of the supposedly decisive midterm election, no candidate of either of the two big business parties has
chosen to make Washington’s indispensable support for the mass murder of Yemeni men, women and children an issue in the
campaign. And for good reason. Both major parties are fully implicated in this war crime, with all the instruments of support
for the Saudi-led war—midair refueling, intelligence sharing, targeting assistance, support for the naval blockade and massive
US arms sales— having been implemented under the Democratic Obama administration and continued and deepened under
the Republican administration of Trump.

Whatever tactical differences exist between Democrats and Republicans over the issues of Yemen and the steadily escalating
confrontation with Iran, both capitalist parties are committed to a policy of imposing unchallenged US hegemony over the oil-
rich Middle East, a policy that is claiming Yemeni lives as “collateral damage” on an unspeakably horrific scale.
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 Human Trafficking in Colombia Increasingly Targets Venezuelan Migrants (InSight Crime) October 24, 2018

Three separate human trafficking networks that targeted Venezuelans were
dismantled in less than a week in Colombia, showing how the increasing forced
migration of Venezuelan citizens buoys the crime in the region.

The Colombian Attorney General’s Office and the criminal investigation unit of the police discovered a network that used
promises of work on coffee farms to trick Venezuelans into what they thought was legitimate job recruitment, according to a
report in El Tiempo. In reality, however, the criminal groups forced them to sell drugs.

Authorities rescued 10 people who were being held in a house in Quindío department’s capital city of Armenia. In addition to
forcing the victims to sell drugs, the gang made them pay 600,000 Colombian pesos (approximately $200) plus
transportation costs, El Universal reported.

In a separate police operation conducted on October 18 in the city of Barranquilla, authorities dismantled an organization
whose members posed as religious devotees to lure some 60 Venezuelans into their clutches, Infobae reported. The victims
were found crammed into small, locked rooms and were forced to perform sexual acts in front of web cameras.

Just five days later in the same city, authorities rescued 30 young Venezuelans who were victims of the same crime, according
to information published by El Universal. They also arrested one of the leaders of the human and sex trafficking network.

A growing criminal practice, the trafficking of Venezuelan citizens in Colombia presents authorities with a unique challenge. A
striking 75 percent of registered trafficking victims whom Colombian authorities have assisted since 2016 have Venezuelan
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nationality.

Human trafficking is considered a modern form of slavery and an international crime that requires the cooperation of all
nations involved. Lilian Aya, a human trafficking consultant with the International Organization for Migration (IOM),
explained that in most cases the victims of such crimes are subjected to psychological torture.

“The criminals take advantage by making misleading offers. They offer their prisoners a different kind of work than what they
actually give them. They also don’t let them go out and they take away their personal documents to condition them to a
dependent relationship,” Aya told InSight Crime.

Further complicating the situation is the level of vulnerability experienced by Venezuelans, which increases due to the
country’s extreme economic instability and the mass migration it causes. This makes them particularly easy prey for human
traffickers. According to the United Nations, 2.3 million Venezuelans had migrated as of July 2018, with the highest migration
rate occurring within the last three years.

In Colombia, the main recipient country, the IOM counted 870,093 Venezuelans. It must come as no surprise, then, that
human trafficking mafias are flourishing there.

 Border ambush kills 3 soldiers (The Republic) November 5, 2018

Venezuela’s government said Monday that it is fortifying a remote stretch of border
with Colombia after three of its soldiers were killed in an ambush that also wounded
10 others.

The attack drew a rare moment of agreement between the two neighboring South American countries, whose relations have
been strained by denunciations by Colombian authorities of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro for leading his nation into
an economic crisis that has caused masses to flee across the border into Colombia.

Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez said a Colombian paramilitary group attacked Venezuelan soldiers
Sunday in the state of Amazonas. The ambush was retaliation for Venezuela’s arrest hours earlier of nine people in the group
from Colombia, he said.

Padrino Lopez didn’t identified the group, but said the attack was another example of how Colombia’s internal unrest has
spilled across the border for 60 years, putting Venezuelans in danger.

Colombia’s government has signed a peace deal with the country’s largest guerrilla force, but other groups remain active and
some renegades reject the peace deal. Right-wing paramilitary groups also have been active in Colombia.

The Colombian Foreign Ministry issued a statement condemning the attack on Venezuelan soldiers, calling it terrorism. One
of the people Venezuela arrested was Colombian, Luis Felipe Ortega Bernal, a recognized leader of National Liberation Army,
or ELN, Colombian officials said.

“Colombia rejects terrorism and violence generated by organized armed groups such as the ELN,” the Foreign Ministry said,
adding that Colombia will continue to fight the group. “The fight against terrorism is a duty of all the states.”

 Remains of 26 victims of Peru's Shining Path handed over (Channel News Asia) November 7, 2018

The remains of 26 Peruvians, victims of an atrocity carried out by Maoist rebels more
than three decades ago, were handed over to their families in a ceremony
Wednesday (Nov 7), officials said.

The handover, following identification procedures finalised 34 years after their deaths, took place in the farming community of
Llacchuas in Peru's Ayacucho region.

The mountainous region was the epicenter of a two-decade insurgency by Shining Path guerrillas

Prior to the handover of the remains by government officials, families of the victims bearing white coffins took part in a
procession through the streets of the small town.

On Apr 22, 1984, guerrillas used guns, knives and machetes to kill 26 peasant farmers - men and women whose families have
since spent decades looking for their remains and demanding justice.

In September, President Martin Vizcarra approved a law that will create a gene bank to help in the search for Peru's
"disappeared".
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The insurgency, and government repression, was responsible for the deaths of some 70,000 people from 1980-2000.

A 2003 report by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission found that just under half were killed by the Shining Path while a
third died at the hands of government security forces and local militias. The rest were unattributed.

[back to contents]

Venezuela

 Colombian rebels blamed for killing spree 400 miles inside Venezuela (The Guardian) October 30, 2018

When Nassif Suliman’s daughter Adela left their home in Tumeremo to pan for gold
in the wildcat mines in Venezuela’s southern jungle, he feared she would not return.

So when news came that foreign rebels had committed a brutal massacre in the region, Suliman, grey-haired and bespectacled,
joined the military in a harrowing search for bodies.

“It was a normal walk until I saw bloodstains, and then just by a shrub 500 metres from the main road, I saw her body, all
bloody and bruised,” Suliman said, his voice quivering. Adela had been shot in the head.

Over three days from 14 October, at least seven miners were murdered near Tumeremo, in Bolívar state, the heart of
Venezuela’s so-called “mining arc”.

Mining in the region had always been a dangerous vocation: the mines were controlled by violent local mafias which operated
with impunity.

Now, however, a leftist guerrilla group from neighbouring Colombia is expanding in the zone, and leaving dead bodies in its
wake. Victims’ families say that the National Liberation Army (or ELN) was behind the massacre which took place 400 miles
from the Colombian border.

The rebel group have long operated along the frontier between the two countries, but the recent massacre suggests their reach
extends deep inside Venezuela, as they muscle in on the lucrative informal goldmines.

“The guerrillas did this,” Suliman said.

Oil-rich Venezuela is mired in economic turmoil with rampant hyperinflation and widespread shortages of basic goods. Over 2
million people have fled the country where a kilo of meat is more expensive than the average weekly salary.

For many of those who remain, clandestine and informal gold and coltan mines offer a way to make a living – at great risk.

“Everyone who goes into the mines is scared,” said José Pacheco, a miner from the region. He initially worried that his
daughter had also died in the massacre, though she turned up alive a few days later. “You never know if they will come out …
now with guerrillas there it’s even worse.”

Venezuelan officials deny the presence of ELN guerrillas in Bolívar, but locals say that living among the rebel army is a fact of
daily life.

“The rebels want to take control of all the mines, lashing out at innocent miners who are just working so they can eat,” said
Jenny Mota, a resident whose niece sells cigarettes and snacks to miners. “My family all say that they are guerrillas and that
they are Colombian.”

Colombia’s conflict, which began in 1964, has left at least 260,000 dead and more than 7 million displaced. The military and
state-aligned paramilitaries contributed to the violence.

The country’s largest rebel group, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (or Farc), demobilised following an accord
reached in late 2016, though that process has been fraught with defections and killings of activists who support the deal.

The ELN had been in stop-start peace talks with the Colombian government, though those talks recently stalled.
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Colombian rebels have long used Venezuela as a strategic rearguard, with security forces willing to turn a blind eye. Amid
doubts over the fragile peace in Colombia, the ELN and Farc dissidents who chose not to lay down weapons have taken
advantage of the chaos in Venezuela, to expand their presence deep inside the neighbouring country.

Venezuela’s mining arc stretches across the country from the Colombian border to the frontier with Guyana, and has long been
a byword for lawlessness and violence. Soldiers killed 18 people in the region in February. Last year, a skirmish between rival
gangs left 17 dead. Over the past two years, an estimated 107 people have been killed in massacres in Bolívar state.

Now, with the bellicose ELN staking their claim on the territory, the situation for locals is deteriorating.

Bram Ebus, a consultant for International Crisis Group and investigator for Infoamazonia, a website that monitors the
Amazon region, said that the rebels are looking to establish themselves as the main presence in mining arc. “They are in it for
the long haul,” he said.

“By taxing illegal gold and coltan mining operations the guerrillas are collecting hefty sums of money with little respect for
human rights,” Ebus said, adding that many massacres go unreported as locals are too afraid to speak out.

Américo de Grazia, a prominent opposition politician in Venezuela, claims that despite the government’s silence, Nicolás
Maduro and his cronies are aware of the ELN’s presence. “Silence gives consent. They know that it is true. They know that the
ELN is operating in Bolívar state,” he said.

 Their reporting on Venezuela’s hunger led to exile. Now they’re being honored. (Miami Herald) By Jim Wyss
November 6, 2018

Last year, a Venezuelan news website called Armando.info released an explosive
series of stories about a Colombian businessman named Alex Saab, who was
allegedly getting rich by selling overpriced, low-quality products to the Venezuelan
state-run food aid program.

At a time when the country’s economic collapse had given way to hyperinflation and hunger, the details of Saab and the CLAP
food program rattled the administration. Saab’s lawyers filed a criminal defamation suit, the courts prohibited the reporters
from mentioning Saab again, and there were fears they would be thrown in jail.

In February, four of Armando.info’s reporters boarded a plane to Miami, and then to Colombia, to keep pursuing the story.

Now, with Saab under investigation by Colombian authorities and on the radar of U.S. law enforcement, the co-founder of the
site, Joseph Poliszuk, will receive the 2018 Knight International Journalism Award from the International Center for
Journalists.

Speaking from his office in Bogotá, Poliszuk, 37, said it was no ordinary journalistic investigation. The website was tackling a
government program that many Venezuelans depended on for their very survival.

“The CLAP program, rather than being a solution [to the hunger], had turned into a business for a very few people,” he said.
“We had to leave to safeguard the investigation.”

In recent weeks, newspapers in Colombia, Mexico and elsewhere have begun running stories about Saab. In addition,
Venezuela’s former attorney general, Luisa Ortega, has said that Saab was a front-man for President Nicolás Maduro.

Saab, who is thought to split his time between Venezuela, Colombia and Europe, has denied the mounting accusations.

“This has been very encouraging for us,” Poliszuk said of the other publications. “It has legitimized what we’ve been saying for
more than a year.”

Armando.info, which was started almost four years ago, is a byproduct of Venezuela’s crisis. Under late President Hugo
Chávez, and now Maduro, much of the traditional free press has been silenced or co-opted. The newspaper where Poliszuk
worked, El Universal, was bought by businessmen with government ties, “the logic being if you can’t handle your enemies, buy
them,” he explained.

As Poliszuk found his hands increasingly tied, he and some colleagues started Armando.info as way to give investigative
journalists a voice.

In Bogotá — operating in an office space donated by another media organization — Poliszuk works with Ewald Scharfenberg
and Roberto Deniz, who also had to flee Venezuela. The site has another 16 employees in Caracas.
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While the site is still doing groundbreaking investigative work, in many ways the government’s attempts to censor the media
have worked, Poliszuk said. While there is still independent journalism taking place on the web, Venezuela is a country “where
the internet is limited and the government sometimes blocks our page,” he said.

In addition, Armando.info’s correspondents “have to wait in line with everyone else for food, and then have to fight against
government censorship,” he said. The lack of reliable information in rural areas has also made parts of the country
information deserts. “The hardest thing for us to do is find sources who can help us understand a country where very few
people are actually informed,” he said.

Poliszuk and his colleagues in exile recognize their work — particularly around the issue of food distribution — has been
critical. But they also acknowledge the high personal price they’ve had to pay, leaving behind family, friends and country.

“I had no idea that when we started Armando.info of all the things that would happen to us,” Poliszuk said. “I always believed
that I was leaving Venezuela temporarily, and I still hope that’s the case.”

 EU extends Venezuela sanctions over democracy, rights violation (Reuters) By Gabriela Baczynska
November 6, 2018

The European Union on Tuesday extended sanctions against Venezuela until
November 2019 for what it said were human rights violations and undermining of
democracy and the rule of law under President Nicolas Maduro.

The bloc has an embargo against Venezuela on the sales of arms and “equipment for internal repression”, a travel ban and an
asset freeze on 18 Venezuelan officials in place.

This is in response to accusations of rights abuses by state security officials during anti-government protests in January, and a
May presidential election that gave Maduro a second term but was widely dismissed as a sham.

The deep political, social and economic crisis in the oil-rich South American country has driven more than two million
Venezuelans abroad, according to the United Nations.

Maduro accuses the United States, which also has slapped sanctions on his officials, of running an international conspiracy
against him.

[back to contents]
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Truth and Reconciliation Commission

 Act amendment process snail-paced (The Himalayan Times) By Roshan S. Nepal
October 25, 2018

Although the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs had said it would
initiate discussions with stakeholders — including political leadership and victims —
on the draft amendment to Transitional Justice Act after Dashain, the process has
not moved ahead as expected, thanks to various reasons such as transfer of officials
concerned.

Ramesh Dhakal, who had been overseeing the process until he was with the ministry as joint secretary, has now been
promoted to secretary and transferred to the Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers a month ago.

Secretary at the law ministry Rajib Gautam said consultations would be expedited once Dhakal’s replacement was named.
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“Currently, the process has stalled. Dashain has just concluded, so we will soon expedite consultations,” said Gautam.

The ministry now expects to finalise the draft amendment to Enforced Disappearances Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation
Commission Act 2014 before the start of the winter session of the Parliament which is likely to begin no earlier than January.
“We expect the draft to mature before the start of the Parliament session,” he said.

The ministry has been saying that the amendment would be done on the basis of six factors — Comprehensive Peace Accord;
Nepal’s national and international obligations related to human rights; fundamental principles of transitional justice;
decisions and orders of the Supreme Court; sentiments of conflict victims; and Nepal’s legal and political processes.

The Supreme Court has ordered the government to amend the act in line with international standards. The apex court has
ruled that there should not be amnesty for grave human rights violations such as extra-judicial killing, enforced
disappearance, torture, rape and other acts of sexual violence; the statute of limitations for grave offences must be removed;
cases recommended by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Commission of Investigation on Enforced
Disappeared Persons must be prosecuted; torture and enforced disappearance must be criminalised through the enactment of
laws; cases before court cannot be transferred to the TRC or the CIEDP; dignified and respectable reparation for victims; and
reconciliation cannot be made without the consent of victims.

The TRC and the CIEDP, which were formed in February 2015 to investigate conflict-era rights violations, have so far failed to
completely investigate even a single case. And one of the major reasons for this failure is lack of necessary legislation, besides
crunch of human and financial resources.

Of more than 63,000 complaints filed with the TRC, it has carried out preliminary investigation into just under 3,000
complaints.

As far the CIEDP is concerned, it aims to complete first-phase of detailed investigation into around 1,700 complaints before
Tihar festival. Of the 3,197 complaints the CIEDP has received, it has recommended 2,512 complaints for detailed
investigation.

The two commissions have said they can function well only if they are ensured act amendment, adequate budget and human
resources.

Conflict victims say along with the law formulation, the government should also work to win victims’ trust and ensure their
ownership of the transitional justice process. “The state has so far failed to win our trust. The present situation is we are just a
weak service seeker,” he said. “The government is only making offers to us without ascertaining what we actually need.”

 EU extends sanctions on Burundi officials (The East African) By Moses Havyarimana
October 26, 2018

The European Union this week renewed sanctions against Burundi until October
2019 citing lack of meaningful progress in resolving the political stalemate.

The measures consist of travel ban and asset freeze against four top Burundian officials whose activities are deemed to be
undermining democracy and obstructing the search for a peaceful political solution in Burundi.

“These activities include acts of violence, repression or incitement to violence and acts which constitute serious human rights
violations,” the EU statement read.

The EU stressed the need for dialogue to bring a lasting political solution for all Burundians in compliance with the 2000
Arusha Agreement that ended the civil war and the Burundi Constitution.

Relation between Burundi and Europe have deteriorated since 2015 when President Pierre Nkurunziza run for a controversial
third term in office, a move that was heavily criticised and seen to be violating the then constitution and the Arusha
Agreement that limited presidential terms to two.

The country plunged into a crisis with more than 400,000 people fleeing the country, according to UN.

Civil war

Meanwhile, Bujumbura has accused its former colonial master Belgium, an EU member state, of destabilising the country and
playing a role in the civil war that rocked the country for almost 50 years.

The allegations were made after the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) presented its report to parliament that
stated that there were thousands of mass graves countrywide.
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The Home Affairs minister Pascal Barandagiye accused Belgium of playing a role in the assassination of its independence
leaders and called for the crimes to be brought to light and perpetrators brought to book.

Burundi gained its Independence from Belgium in 1962 one year after the assassination of Prince Louis Rwagasore, a member
of the Burundi royal family and Prime Minister.

According to the TRC, more than 4,000 mass graves were found mostly of the 1972 mass killings of the Hutus.

The 1972 mass killings of Hutus by the Tutsi-dominated army, and the 1993 massacre of Tutsis by the majority-Hutu populace
are both described as genocide in a 1996 United Nations report.

 South Africa is more unequal than ever, 20 years after the post-apartheid TRC (Deutsche Welle) By Martina
Schwikowski
October 29, 2018

In 1998, South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission released its findings
after more than two years of hearings. Today it is criticized for allowing whites to
continue to reap the rewards of apartheid.

South Africa was once a beacon of hope on the African continent. When it made the transition to a multiracial democracy in
1994 after the demolition of apartheid, South Africans were confident of a peaceful and secure future.

Nelson Mandela, South Africa's first black president, steered the new "rainbow nation" on a course of reconciliation that
aimed to alleviate the wounds left by the harsh system of racial segregation under white minority rule.

But today's South Africa is marked by a rapidly growing gap between rich and poor – and between black and white, despite an
overall reduction in poverty. The country that was once Africa's economic powerhouse has become economically unstable and
ranks as the world's most unequal country.

Many South Africans are now asking themselves: what went wrong?

Between 1990 and 1993, Mandela and others at the forefront of the black liberation movements sat down with the leaders
presiding over apartheid to negotiate a peace deal at a time when bloodshed seemed inevitable.

"These were difficult decisions," said Tessa Dooms, program manager for promoting democracy at the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation in Johannesburg. "It was clear that concessions needed to be made."

But the consequences of these concessions have been grave, she told DW.

"Whites still have the largest proportion of the wealth even though they are the smallest part of the population," said Dooms.
"It means that they were allowed to not only keep their wealth but continue in a system that continues to privilege them. It was
a very good deal for them, if it means that 24 years later they still have economic dominance."

Although Dooms grew up in a post-apartheid society, the effects of that system's policies continue to affect her life – and the
lives of many others in South Africa today.

One reason for this, she believes, is due to failures of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), which was established
to deal with the crimes of the apartheid regime.

Between 1996 and 1998, the sound of victims weeping as they publicly testified about their sufferings reverberated through
town halls and churches across South Africa.

But the perpetrators "didn't suffer any consequences," Dooms noted. Those who admitted to their part in human rights
violations and were deemed truthful by the commission were granted amnesty.

According to Dooms, the state as well as civil society needed to have more directly addressed the structural racism inherent in
South African society.

"We aren't where we should be in terms of equality in the social sense," she said.

Another reason for South Africa's increasing inequality is the failure of the state to completely implement the TRC's
recommendations for reparation and rehabilitation, as contained in its five-volume report, said Verne Harris, Director of
Archives at the Nelson Mandela Foundation.
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The final TRC report was presented to Mandela at a nationally televised ceremony on 29 October 1998.

"If we had given priority to the commission's recommendations, South Africa would be very different today," Harris told DW.

The emphasis of the TRC on reconciliation has also meant that apartheid's beneficiaries are able to deny their personal
responsibility for their privilege and the continuing repression of black communities.

Mistakes weren't just made by the TRC but also in the political negotiations leading to the elections on 27 April 1994, said
Harris. However, the government did what it could, he believes.

"South Africa was being negotiated out of what was effectively a civil war," he said. "Probably it's safe to say that under Nelson
Mandela, the government extracted about as much as it could."

Mandela and other members of the black-majority government laid the foundation for an independent judiciary and a modern
constitution.

But under Mandela's successor as president, Thabo Mbeki, from 1999 to 2008, South Africa experienced an erosion of
independent institutions.

"The abuse of state institutions to fight political struggles prepared the ground for the era, which saw the corruption of state
institutions," said Harris. Mbeki was ousted by his ruling African National Congress (ANC) and replaced as South African
president by Jacob Zuma who was forced to resign in February amid corruption allegations.

Harris believes that the presidency of Cyril Ramaphosa, who replaced Zuma, has opened up the possibility for improvement.

"It shows that we can get to where Mandela wanted to have us. Perhaps we can do it in the next generation, probably I won't
be around any more. There's a lot do do but the country has a lot of positive energy.

Sociologist Tessa Dooms is optimistic too.

"As a society, we have become more politically aware," she said, viewing positively the rise in anti-corruption protests under
Zuma.

"We have become mature citizens who question themselves, ask critical questions and don't wait for someone else to fulfill our
dreams."

 Liberians against Amnesty’ for War, New Survey on Social Cohesion and Reconciliation Shows (Front Page
Africa) By James Harding Giahyue
October 30, 2018

Liberia fought one of the 20th Centuries bloodiest civil wars, with an estimated
250,000 people killed and thousands more displaced. The Liberian Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in 2009 recommended the country set up a war
crimes court to try alleged perpetrators, but that has yet to happen.

The survey found 69 percent of Liberians believe that amnesty for perpetrators is unfair to victims of the civil war, while 86
percent demanded the truth prior to the granting of amnesty. Another 88 percent also demanded apology, with 67 percent
strongly or somewhat of the view that perpetrators must pay their victims compensation.

The survey also revealed that violent tendencies are on the increase across Liberia—especially in rural communities—with
Margibi scoring the grimmest result. The survey looked into aggression, political, and sexual and gender based violence
nationwide under violent tendencies. It further shows tension brewing among ethnic and religious groups all parts of the
country.

Six thousand two hundred and ten people participated in the survey, answering more than 500 questions in more than one
hour, its researchers say.

SCORE is conducted in multi-ethnic societies worldwide. The survey was first conducted in Liberia in 2016. Funded by the
United Nations Development Program (UNDP), it was created by the Centre for Sustainable Peace and Democratic
Development (SeeD), based in Cyprus, where it has been conducted since 2013. The survey has also been conducted in Iraq,
Ukraine, Bosnia Herzegovina and Moldova.

Aaron Weah, Country Representative of the Search for Common Ground, which partnered with SeeD for the conduct of the
SCORE survey in Liberia, said this year’s survey was meant to assess the legacy of the Liberian civil war (1989 -2003) and
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sample the views of the public on reconciliation to see which areas needed urgent intervention amid the departure of UN
peacekeepers after more than a decade of peacekeeping.

Weah said that the findings of the survey was an opportunity for President George Weah to address reconciliation in Liberia,
an area former President Ellen Johnson Sieleaf admitted she failed. “It provides huge dataset to understand the thinking of
society, the anger in the country and the opportunity for reconciliation, so that when we are talking about these things it is not
only speculation,” Weah added. “It is important for the government to see this (survey)…and the government knows that they
have some level of challenge. It’s an opportunity to address the challenges.”

The TRC recommended that only ex-child soldiers and people who committed lesser crimes should qualify for amnesty. It
listed 98 “most notorious perpetrators” to be tried.

President Weah has said implementation of the TRC—specifically war crimes court—is not a priority to his government. But he
has been under mounting pressure to set up the court. There is a petition before the Legislature for the court, and the UN
Human Rights Council has called on Liberia to implement the TRC recommendations.

Weah of Search for Common Ground said the survey showed that people wanted the government to act. “For majority of
Liberians, this is not over yet,” Weah continued. “The need for closure is still far away. People want to know the truth about
what happened,” he said. “People want to see perpetrators mentioned in the TRC being remorseful about their actions, and
not someone coming up and saying ‘I owe apology to no one’. People want to see perpetrators give full account.”

 Twenty years on: Where is truth and reconciliation? (Nelson Mandela Foundation) By Verne Harris 
October 31, 2018

On 31 October 1998, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Chairperson of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC), handed the Commission’s Report to then President
Nelson Mandela. The TRC’s amnesty process would only be concluded in 2003, but
under Mandela’s leadership government departments were required to study the TRC
recommendations with a view to implementing them.

Countries considering establishing truth commissions and other transitional justice mechanisms still send delegations to
South Africa to study the case of the South African TRC. In many ways the Commission was exemplary. And yet after Mandela
stepped down as president, work on the recommendations all but ceased.

What had been designed to be a springboard for continuing work in the areas of reparation, restitution, memorialisation,
prosecution and transformation turned into something else. The underpinning reconciliation strategy began to unravel. And
for many South Africans the TRC came to represent a betrayal. For an extended exploration of this line of enquiry, see a 2011
conference paper delivered by Foundation team members (below).

Twenty years on, it is important for South Africans to revisit the work of the TRC. What does that work signify today? Why has
the state never responded formally to the report and why have most of the TRC recommendations been ignored? Where does
South Africa stand in relation to reconciliation? Is it too late to revisit the recommendations? What would it take to complete
the Commission’s unfinished business? Where does South Africa stand in relation to reconciliation? Is it too late to revisit the
recommendations? What would it take to complete the Commission’s unfinished business?

On 4 October 2018, the Foundation partnered with the Hanns Seidel Foundation in convening a dialogue designed to explore
these critical questions. The conversation was led by a panel comprising Dr Chandré Gould (author, researcher and former
TRC investigator), Dr Noel Solani (historian and senior manager at Ditsong Museums of South Africa), Imtiaz Cajee (activist,
public servant and member of the Timol family) and Sylvia Graham (former student leader during the #FeesMustFall and
#AfrikaansMustFall campaigns).

Here are some highlights of the dialogue:

Former TRC investigator Piers Pigou reflects on the truth recovery work done by the TRC. He describes the Commission's
focus on individual stories, and argues that too little was done after the TRC was concluded to enable communities to engage
with those stories and build broader collective narratives.

Remembering is important. Arguably critical to the work of healing. But historian Noel Solani suggests, healing also requires
forgetting.

Solani recalls the collective responsibility assumed by the liberation movements at the TRC. And yet many individuals within
the movements chose to testify as individuals. Solani asks why. Then, Solani problematises the case of Winnie Madikizela-
Mandela in relation to individual and collective responsibility.
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Ditebogo Diale of the Nelson Mandela Foundation explores how gender played out at the TRC, and posits a connection
between the subordination of women in the process and the challenge of misogyny in South Africa today.

The TRC's recommendations were wide-ranging. Arguably, they defined the transformation process facing South Africa at the
end of the 1990s. Former TRC investigator Chandré Gould suggests that South Africa would look very different today if the
recommendations had been implemented.

Activist Imitaz Cajee recalls the trade-off that victims of gross human rights violations were asked to accept in order to
promote reconciliation in post-apartheid South Africa. Amnesty would have to be offered to certain perpetrators, but there
would be robust and systematic prosecution of suspected perpetrators who failed to receive amnesty. In this context, betrayal
is the only way to describe the state's subsequent reluctance to initiate prosecutions. In effect then, blanket amnesty was
foisted on victims.

Cajee suggests that a deal must have been made in the 1990s to make blanket amnesty possible.

Pigou provides evidence that such a deal was struck.

Scholar Mbongiseni Buthelezi asks difficult questions about the imperative to reckon with oppressive pasts. What to do with
the more recent past of state capture and other forms of betrayal? How do we begin to prioritise the reckonings which need to
be undertaken?

Former student activist Sylvia Graham describes her generation's critique of the TRC, as well as the broader reconciliation
project. She reflects on the significance of the fact that, nonetheless, student formations continue to rely on truth commissions
and other restorative justice frameworks in charting ways forward.

Veteran human rights campaigner and senior advocate George Bizos urges younger generations to take responsibility for
completing the unfinished business of the TRC.
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Terrorism

 The law needs to catch up with the reality of domestic terrorism (CNN) By Rafia Zakarla
October 29, 2018

In the immediate aftermath of mail bombs and suspicious packages sent to former
President Barack Obama and former first lady Hillary Clinton, former CIA Director
John Brennan, former Vice President Joe Biden, Representative Maxine Waters,
Senator Cory Booker and former Director of National Intelligence James Clapper at
CNN, among others, President Donald J. Trump said he would have the acts labeled
"domestic terrorism." In his statement, Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell also
referred to the incidents as "attempted acts of domestic terrorism."

On Friday, authorities arrested a suspect, Cesar Sayoc, 56, in connection with the packages. There would be no respite for
Americans, however, as Saturday morning brought another attack. Police say suspect Robert Bowers opened fire on a Jewish
congregation in Pittsburgh, killing 11 people.

Neither Bowers nor Sayoc have been charged with "domestic terrorism," nor will they. This is because current US federal law
fails to specify that "domestic terrorism" is a crime and "material support for terrorism" prosecutions are generally limited to
those who have connections to "foreign terrorist organizations." In cases where US law does allow for such prosecutions under
a generic "terrorism" label, domestic terrorists are rarely charged.

As a spokesperson from the FBI Agents Association told CNN on Saturday: "It is time to treat domestic terrorism as the
national threat that it is, and track, analyze, and punish political violence at the federal level. Winning the fight against
domestic terrorism is not about parties or political views; it is about ending political violence." The organization has also called
on Congress to immediately amend the United States Code such that "domestic terrorism" becomes a crime with specific
penalties and is freed from the legal and political uncertainties in which it is currently mired.

It's important now to consider the legal context any domestic terrorism prosecution currently faces.

https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/29/opinions/domestic-terrorism-legal-limitations-rafia-zakaria/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/29/opinions/domestic-terrorism-legal-limitations-rafia-zakaria/index.html


In addition to labeling domestic terrorism a crime, Congress also needs to bring "domestic terror organizations" within
"Terrorist Material Support" statutes, the laws under which the vast majority of terror prosecutions are brought.

Under current law, the Material Support for Terrorism Statute Section 2339A does technically permit prosecutions of
domestic terrorists but is almost never used in these cases -- only two people were charged between 2012 and 2017, according
to Just Security. Furthermore, Section 2339B only criminalizes support and assistance of "foreign terrorist organizations."

The failure of this section to include domestic terrorist organizations is indicative of the lopsided emphasis on international
terrorism as the greater threat. A stipulation to create a designated list of domestic terrorist organizations for instance, would
permit greater monitoring of such organizations along with more public awareness of their illegality.

Unsurprisingly, domestic terrorists, from Dylann Roof to the accused perpetrator of the pipe bombings to domestic terror
organizations, have little likelihood of being caught even as they purchase arms or explosives, because they do not face the
same stringent monitoring as "foreign terror organizations." The fact that First Amendment protections and intent
requirements are suspended in the case of 2339B means that someone retweeting the Islamic State can be prosecuted but
someone retweeting the Rise Above Movement's threat to rid the country of ethnic minorities cannot.

Section 2339B of "Terrorist Material Support" statutes are US law enforcement's primary legal tool against would-be
terrorists, permitting monitoring and prosecution before any intended acts are even committed. In this respect, 2339B, which
is responsible for 80% of ISIS prosecutions, criminalizes assistance to a "foreign terrorist organization" where "assistance" is
broadly interpreted as including financial services, lodging, weapons, communication equipment or facilities and more.

The extensive reach of the statute has produced successful prosecutions, 33% of which came to the attention of law
enforcement based on evidence from online statements in support of groups like the Islamic State. ISIS prosecutions take
place under 2339B because it has no intent requirement and enables the monitoring and surveillance of particular groups.

Even the Trump administration recognizes that domestic terrorists pose a significant threat to Americans. The
administration's recently released National Strategy for Counterterrorism openly admits "domestic terrorism in the United
States is on the rise, with an increasing number of fatalities and violent nonlethal acts committed by domestic terrorists
against people and property of the United States."

Despite this admission, no public executive or legislative effort exists to expand the reach of the 2339B Material Support for
Terrorism Statute to go beyond "foreign terrorist organizations" to include domestic ones. Indeed, while a process exists for
the US Secretary of State to designate "foreign terrorist organizations," support or assistance to whom is forbidden, no parallel
list of domestic terror organizations even exists.

Even as the 14 suspected bombs that have gone out to a president, multiple high-level officials and a media organization are
being investigated, domestic terror organizations in the United States can continue openly recruiting supporters with virtual
impunity.

When acts of domestic terrorism are prosecuted, prosecutors must cobble together charges from assorted federal statutes.
Very often there is no mention at all of "terror" in the charge sheet. This means that even maximum sentences for these crimes
are far lower than those in terrorism-related cases, because the "terrorism enhancement" is inapplicable. Prosecuting US
citizens according to other statutes but not as terrorists also makes "domestic terror" a hidden crime, whose numbers and
characteristics are not being released by the government.

The recently released federal complaint against four members of the California-based "Rise Above Movement," which carried
out attacks during an April 2017 rally in Berkeley, California, is a case in point. The complaint lists charges against the men for
violating federal conspiracy statutes and riots statutes without making any mention of domestic terror at all. The maximum
sentences in these charges are only 10 years in prison -- less than the 15-year sentence suggested in Material Support for
Terrorism cases.

Similarly, the charges filed against members of the same group for participating in the "Unite The Right" rally in
Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 2017, charge each of the four defendants with "one count of conspiracy to violate the
federal riots act and one count of traveling in interstate commerce from California to Charlottesville, Virginia with the intent
to incite a riot, organize, promote, encourage, participate in, and carry on in a riot, to commit an act of violence in furtherance
of a riot, or aid or abet any person inciting and participating in or carrying on in a riot."

One possible reason that legislative and executive branches have shied away from creating lists of domestic terror
organizations and imposing similar legal restrictions upon them is that they fear running into First Amendment protections
that do not permit restrictions on speech. Yet this is a vacuous argument, because the United States Supreme Court held in the
landmark case Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project that the Material Support for Terrorism statute does not violate a
plaintiff's right to free speech under the First Amendment.



If US citizens tweeting and recruiting in support of the Islamic State can be prosecuted, so too should US citizens known to
espouse violence and even posting pictures of themselves engaging in acts of violence on social media. As the FBI notes on its
website, these domestic terrorists are persistently "crossing the line from First Amendment protected rights to committing
crimes to further their political agenda" while our political leaders look the other way.

The lopsided counter-terrorism strategy that tries to preemptively prosecute those who support foreign terror groups but
awaits the commission of actual acts when it comes to domestic terror groups must be corrected immediately. The way to do
this is to create "domestic terrorism" as a specific crime. In addition, the enforcement of 2339A should be expanded to include
domestic terrorists and the scope of 2339B expanded to include "domestic terror organization."

Without such reforms and the increased power they would provide law enforcement to identify and prosecute domestic
terrorists, Americans remain frighteningly vulnerable to an ever-increasing spate of terror attacks committed by those who are
being given free rein to do so.

 Libyan National Army announces start of military trials for 'terrorist groups' (Middle East Eye) By Nadine
Dahan
November 7, 2018

The self-styled Libyan National Army (LNA) has announced the start of military trials
in eastern Libya for more than 200 people the armed group accuses of terrorism.

Speaking to Arabic language news website Asharq al-Awsat on Thursday, LNA spokesperson Ahmed Mismari described most
of those accused as "highly dangerous".

He said the LNA’s fight against "terrorist groups" in Benghazi and Derna - two major cities in the east of the country - is over.

Still, the announcement of military trials has sparked concern over whether the hearings will be fair, especially since they will
be overseen by the LNA.

"It is hard to imagine that any of these trials will be fair and free from interference by the LNA," Riccardo Fabiani, a
geopolitical analyst at Energy Aspects, told Middle East Eye.

"The LNA was formed around a very broad definition of terrorism - so any consideration for these prisoners' rights is likely to
be at the bottom of the LNA's priorities and, inevitably, of the courts that will try them."

Under the command of Khalifa Haftar, a retired general who served under the ousted government of Muammar Gaddafi, the
LNA has vied for greater control of territory in eastern Libya. Haftar launched his so-called Operation Dignity in 2014,
allegedly aimed at targeting "Islamists" in that part of the country.

Since the beginning of that operation, over 13,000 families have fled Benghazi, Libya’s second-largest city, to other parts of
Libya and abroad.

According to interviews with Human Rights Watch (HRW), armed groups - including some with links to the LNA - have seized
the property of those that fled, and tortured and forcibly disappeared many of their family members that remained in
Benghazi.

In February 2018, HRW reported that these armed groups had prevented thousands of internally displaced people from
returning to their homes in the city, broadly accusing them of “terrorism” or “supporting terrorism”.

Haftar and his forces have been accused of war crimes in areas under their control in eastern Libya.

An ICC warrant was issued in September 2017 for a member of an elite LNA force, but calls for him to be handed over to the
court have been repeatedly ignored.

Forces loyal to Haftar, one of several factions vying for power in Libya since the 2011 uprising that ended Gaddafi's decades-
long rule, have fought to gain control of territory in the country for years.

LNA forces had besieged Derna - the last remaining stronghold of opposition to Haftar's forces in the east - since August 2016.
The group launched a ground and air offensive in May this year, as part of its attempt to drive out fighters from the Derna
Protection Force (DPF), a militia made up of residents of the city.

The DPF is an offshoot of the city's Shura Council, which has controlled the Derna since the Islamic State (IS) group was
pushed out in 2015.
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The LNA has long claimed that the Derna Shura Council is a "terrorist" organisation, however.

During the offensive, dozens of people were killed and up to 500 families were displaced.

“All parties to the conflict in Derna are obligated to respect the laws of war and spare civilians from harm. Anyone detained
should have a judicial review of the legality of their detention," Hanan Salah, a senior Middle East and North Africa researcher
for HRW, told Middle East Eye, following the detentions.

“Commanders and prison authorities need to give clear orders ensuring the dignified and humane treatment of detainees and
prohibiting torture and ill-treatment,” she added.

In April 2017, human rights groups also accused LNA fighters of committing war crimes in Benghazi's Ganfouda
neighbourhood. Much like Derna, LNA forces besieged Ganfouda for nearly three years, driving its residents to "near-
starvation," HRW reported.

Mismari, the LNA's spokesperson, said this week that the group has been fighting a “difficult” battle since 2014.

He said the LNA is currently pursuing “sleeper cells” and “lone wolves” as well as carrying out security operations such as
searches and arrests.

“Today we have prisons full of terrorists… We have more than 200 or 300 terrorists. They have been investigated by
prosecutors and have now been referred to court," Mismari said.

The announcement of military trials, according to Fabiani, could be a "sign of the LNA's growing confidence that no external
power can intervene and hold them accountable".

"After all these years of reasonably successful military campaigns, the LNA faces the problem of what to do with these
prisoners - a quick summary trial is a very efficient way of dealing with them."

Still, Fabiani said there is "no plausible chance that LNA soldiers and officers will be exposed to the same degree of scrutiny"
as those being referred to trial now.

"These trials will be a one-way affair," he said.

[back to contents]

Piracy

 Rise in Piracy, Rise Crisis Care for Seafarers (The Maritime Executive) October 31, 2018

Sailors’ Society’s Crisis Response Network (CRN) provided support to its 100th case
this week, with piracy, death at sea and abandonment accounting for almost two-
thirds of those supported.

More than a quarter of seafarers seeking crisis response are affected by piracy, says the charity. The high level of piracy cases
reflects the rise in piracy reported by the International Maritime Bureau for the first six months of this year, which saw 107
actual or attempted attacks, up from 87 in the same period of last year, with Nigeria and Indonesia the main piracy hotspots.

Just this week, 11 seafarers were seized by pirates off the coast of Nigeria. The charity has reached out to the shipping company
to offer support.

Sailors' Society, based in Southampton, set up its 24/7 rapid response team in South Africa in 2015 to provide trauma care and
counseling to survivors of piracy attacks, natural disasters and crises at sea. The CRN has since expanded to Europe and Asia
to keep up with the need for its service, and now has 52 chaplains trained to offer crisis support to seafarers around the world.

Sailors’ Society’s CEO Stuart Rivers said, “Piracy, and the fear of piracy, is a massive issue for seafarers. Survivors of piracy
and kidnappings are exposed to violence and terror, which can have a devastating impact on them and their families for years
to come.

“That such a high number of those seeking support from our Crisis Response Network have been affected by the trauma of
piracy is sadly not surprising.”
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Indonesian fisherman Adi Manurung is one who received support from the CRN. Adi had been held captive by Somali pirates
for almost five years, before being released in October 2016. He was supported by Sailors’ Society chaplains, who accompanied
him on visits to the psychiatrist, provided counseling to him and his family and provided financial support. Adi said, “I
thought that I would die. There was no hope.”

The CRN also supports seafarers who have been imprisoned, often through no fault of their own. After he was held hostage by
pirates for 10 months, Ukrainian captain Valentin Dudnik decided to help the fight against piracy by leading the crew of the
Seaman Guard Ohio, carrying security guards to protect ships in pirate-infested waters. But the CRN had to come to his help
instead when he and his 34 crew members were sentenced to five years in jail in India for allegedly transporting arms without
the correct paperwork and illegally obtaining fuel.

While in prison, Valentin was diagnosed with prostate cancer. He said, “After four months in jail, I fell ill. The pain was
terrible. The doctors wanted to operate on me. I had lost 35kg of weight, I couldn’t eat and could only drink water.”

In hospital, Valentin underwent multiple bouts of radiation and chemotherapy. “This was the most horrible period of my life.
Time past and we were still in prison and then I fell ill. My health was affected by the prolonged stress, it was the cause of this
disease,” Valentin said.

The crew were acquitted in November 2017, too late for Valentin to see his dying mother.

“I continue to fight for life,” he said. “Three months after returning home I gradually began to walk, but the nightmares
continue.”

Emergency contact details for the CRN are available at www.sailors-society.org/crisis

 Dual Hijacking and Kidnapping Reported off Republic of Congo (The Maritime Executive) November 1, 2018

On October 29, in an unusual double attack, pirates boarded and took command of
the bunkering tanker Anuket Amber at a position 100 nm off Pointe-Noire, Republic
of Congo. The same day, the aggressors also boarded an OSV, took four hostages
and transferred them to the Anuket Amber.

According to an initial report published by the IMB ICC, a group of pirates in a speed boat chased and fired upon an LPG
tanker that was carrying out underway ship-to-ship bunkering operations with the Anuket Amber. The two vessels stopped the
bunkering transfer and cast off. The LPG carrier increased her speed and the tanker made evasive maneuvers. The ICC's
report indicated that both vessels escaped and that all crew were safe.

However, on Thursday, the Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that pirates had abducted three Indonesian citizens
and one Ukrainian national from a different vessel - the OSV Ark Tze - and transferred them to the Anuket Amber, which had
been hijacked by the same group.

"The hijackers kidnapped four ship crewmembers (one Ukrainian citizen and three Indonesian citizens) and transferred them
to the Panama-flagged tanker Anuket Amber, which was [also] controlled by the hijackers," said the Director of Indonesian
Citizen Protection and Legal Aid (PWNI) of the Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lalu Muhammad Iqbal, in a statement
Thursday.

As of Thursday evening, the Ark Tze was anchored at Pointe-Noire. Her 11 remaining crewmembers survived the attack, and
nine - all Indonesian nationals - will be repatriated at their request.

Indonesian authorities are working with the Ark Tze's owner to communicate with the hijackers and secure the release of the
hostages. The families of the victims have been notified.

The location of the attack is several hundred miles south of West Africa's piracy hotspot, the region just off the Niger River
Delta. However, multiple acts of armed robbery have been reported in and around Pointe-Noire in recent months.

 Ghana: Govt On Track to Address Maritime Security Issues-Deputy Minister (All Africa) November 2, 2018

Ghana has begun a process to de-limit the maritime boundary between the country
and Togo, a Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, Mohammad
Habibu Tijani, has said.

Additionally, government is strengthening the legal regime on piracy and maritime crime by moving the Ghana Maritime
Offences Bill forward to enhance the maritime criminal justice system to be able to effectively prosecute prospective offenders

https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/dual-hijacking-and-kidnapping-reported-off-republic-of-congo
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/dual-hijacking-and-kidnapping-reported-off-republic-of-congo
https://allafrica.com/stories/201811050347.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/201811050347.html


within Ghana's maritime jurisdiction.

The Deputy Minister was outlining challenges and commitments in addressing Ghana's maritime security threats at the just-
ended 5th "Our Ocean" Conference in the Indonesian city of Bali.

This year's conference, the first to be held in Asia, gathered over 600 commitments which is valued at about US$ 18 billion
and created 12.4 square kilometres of marine protected area.

Mr Tijani led a delegation to represent Ms Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey, Minister of Foreign Affairs, at the conference. The
Deputy Minister was joined by Ghana's High Commissioner to Malaysia, Madam Akua Ahenkra and other officials from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration.

At the conference, Mr Tijani presented a statement on "Ghana's Initiatives in addressing maritime security issues" on a panel.

Meanwhile, on the sidelines, Indonesia-Africa Maritime Dialogue was also held. It was attended by senior officials from
Indonesian institutions and officials from African countries including Ghana. Other representatives from Fish-I African,
Global Fishing Watch, Interpol, and UNODC were also present.

Mr Tijani cited piracy and armed robbery, illegal oil bunkering or theft of crude oil, threat to offshore oil and gas production,
illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, arms, drugs and human trafficking as the major threats to maritime
security that Ghana faces.

He assured everything possible was being done to address the concerns.

 Ten years on, is Somali piracy still a threat? (Daily Maverick) November 7, 2018

On 6 November the United Nations (UN) Security Council renewed the authorisation
for international naval forces to carry out anti-piracy measures off Somalia’s coast.
It is now 10 years since the first resolution was passed in 2008 to respond to piracy
and robbery against humanitarian and commercial ships in the region.

At the time, piracy was considered a major threat to both local and global peace and security. Since then, and especially since
2013, the number of attacks and hijackings has dropped. Recent incidents have however raised concerns over the long-term
sustainability of counter-piracy measures and whether enough is being done on land to increase the resilience of Somali
communities and prevent a resurgence of piracy.

In the most recent attack on 16 October, four men attempted to board the bulk carrier MV KSL Sydney around 340 nautical
miles (630km) off the coast of Mogadishu, opening fire on the ship. The pirates aborted the attack after private security guards
on board returned fire. The European Union Naval Force, as part of Operation Atalanta, tracked down and destroyed a whaler
ship believed to have been that of the attackers.

This is only the second piracy attack off the coast of Somalia reported this year, which is dramatically down from the 160
piracy incidents reported during the height of the problem in 2011.

The attack’s failure shows that current counter-piracy tactics on board vessels, prescribed by the latest iteration of Best
Management Practices, remain effective at preventing pirates from boarding and capturing vessels. The aim of these best
practices is to address the vulnerabilities often exploited by pirates, thereby significantly increasing the risks for pirates.

The recent UN secretary-general’s report on piracy and armed robbery off Somalia’s coast attributes the low number of attacks
to successful global collaboration and the ongoing work of regional organisations like the Contact Group on Piracy off the
Coast of Somalia.

The report also cites the continued enforcement measures of international naval forces, and the extensive military, naval and
donor support of the international community. Navies, either in coordination with the European Union Naval Force and the
Combined Maritime Forces, or deployed outside of them such as South Africa’s Operation Copper, help disrupt pirate
activities.

Despite these short-term successes, the international community’s attempts to address the root causes of piracy in Somalia
itself, through capacity building initiatives and donor activities, are not yet effective enough.

The secretary-general’s report lists notable successes in counter-piracy efforts by the Somali government, but says the root
causes of piracy still need to be fully addressed. Among them are poverty and a lack of employment opportunities in Somalia’s
coastal communities, as well as a lack of legal, governance and maritime infrastructure.
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The activities of pirate groups must be understood in the broader context of Somalia’s ongoing crisis. The crisis has allowed
the root causes for the emergence and proliferation of these groups to continue for two reasons.

First, competition between political factions in Somalia has left poverty unaddressed. This undermines sustainable
development and the creation of economic alternatives. People are drawn to piracy and other illegal activities with the promise
of, if not wealth, a stable income.

Somalia is mired in a zero-sum internal political struggle, with federal states and groups competing for power and resources in
the areas they are able to govern. Political stability in Somalia would allow for economic alternatives to illegal activities.

Second, according to the recent report by the Centre for Military Studies from the University of Copenhagen, some of the
criminal networks responsible for piracy are still around. While many so-called pirate foot soldiers languish in jail, the
“kingpins” remain at large.

The report argues that pirate groups shifted their focus away from piracy towards more profitable illegal activities. For these
criminal networks, the defining factor is opportunity and revenue.

While navies stationed in the region can increase the risks and costs for pirates, they don’t get involved in the prosecution of
human trafficking, arms smuggling and other illegal activities. In the absence of criminal justice, the groups continue to profit
by other means.

A more coherent regional effort to address smuggling would help stop the money flow that fuels these groups. However,
situations such as Yemen’s ongoing war create ungoverned spaces for criminal networks to function and prosper.

The conditions needed for long-term solutions to piracy remain absent. At the core of the problem is Somalia’s dependency on
the presence of foreign navies and international support for stability and security.

Somalia doesn’t have the capacity to handle the issue without foreign help. Comprehensive counter-piracy efforts must keep
the pressure on pirate groups while addressing the root causes that enable these networks to emerge.

Puntland has been successfully fighting piracy since 2008. Once a centre of pirate activity, the federal state has taken proactive
and effective counter-piracy measures – like establishing a maritime police force – to drive away pirate groups and secure the
coast. This has driven the network to the nearby autonomous region of Galmudug.

Puntland’s success story may help shape and define a Somali-owned approach to counter-piracy. But long-term achievements
depend on a stable and unified Somali state. As long as the root causes of pirate groups are not addressed, the threat of a
resurgence in piracy will hover on the horizon. DM
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Gender-Based Violence

 Sexual violence against Yazidis: ISIL foreign fighters should be prosecuted for genocide and crimes against
humanity (ReliefWeb) October 25, 2018

Based on findings from the field, a report published today by Kinyat and FIDH
describes how the Islamic State (ISIL) legitimised, organised and planned the
sexual trafficking of captive Yazidis in Iraq and Syria. The report calls for
prosecution of foreign fighters by national and international courts on charges of
sexual crimes amounting to genocide and crimes against humanity, in a context
where the response of the authorities thus far has been limited to the fight against
terrorism.

The report, released today, is based on documentation work by the Kinyat Organization for Documentation, which has been
actively documenting crimes committed against the Yazidis since 2014, and a series of interviews with Yazidi survivors and
other stakeholders conducted by FIDH and Kinyat during two fact-finding missions to Iraq.

The report highlights the grave crimes perpetrated against Yazidi captives, including at the hands of foreign ISIL fighters.
Among the nationalities documented by Kinyat and FIDH: French, German, American, Saudi, Libyan, Tunisian, Lebanese,
Palestinian, Yemeni and Chinese fighters.
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When ISIL captured Mosul on 10 June 2014, the group started a campaign to "purify" the region of its "non-Islamic" and
Shiite communities. On 3 August 2014, ISIL fighters attacked the Sinjar district, forcing 130,000 Yazidis to flee to Kurdish
areas. With nowhere else to go, tens of thousands of members of the community were forced to take refuge in the Sinjar
mountains, in atrocious conditions. At least 1700 people died due to lack of water, food, shade, and medical equipment.

The Sinjar attack marked the beginning of a brutal campaign to eliminate the Yazidi identity, involving violations committed
on a massive scale, forced conversions to Islam, the separation of families and enslavement of surviving women and children,
considered as spoils of war. A campaign which, according to FIDH and Kinyat, amounts to genocide and crimes against
humanity. ISIL widely publicised the crimes committed against the Yazidis, using them as propaganda to attract new recruits
and terrorise civilians.

These crimes were legitimised in advance through a series of religious and legal concepts including sabaya (spoils of war) and
especially Al Sabi (capture and enslavement of women and children of the non-believers). This rhetoric was developed in ISIL
magazines as well as in religious studies that were specifically devoted to the question of slavery, with a particular focus on
sexual slavery.

ISIL also carefully organised and planned the trafficking of Yazidi women and children, who were systematically separated
from men. Many captives were sold at slave markets or on specialized websites via applications like Telegram and Signal. One
online resale chat group, called "The Great Mall of the Islamic State" had up to 754 members. Here, ISIL fighters could buy
women or children, with detailed descriptions of their age or physical appearance, as well as weapons or cars.

More than 6800 Yazidis are said to have been held captive, 4300 of whom have allegedly escaped or been bought back. 2500
members of the community are still believed to be “missing”.

In the last two years, ISIL has been driven from the main cities and territories that it controlled across Iraq and Syria.
Thousands of fighters have been killed or arrested. At least 300 have been sentenced to death and hundreds to life
imprisonment.

Thousands more have fled. In October 2017, the Soufan Center estimated that 5600 foreign fighters had returned to 33
different countries. When they are prosecuted, it is almost always on the basis of terrorism charges.

These legitimate concerns about security should not overshadow the exceptional gravity of atrocities committed by ISIL
fighters, who must also be tried on international crimes charges.

For this reason, the organisations behind this report ask that foreign fighters who joined ISIL’s ranks in Iraq and Syria also be
prosecuted for genocide and crimes against humanity, as ISIL intentionally put in place a policy to eliminate the Yazidi
community, including through sexual enslavement and other sexual crimes against women and girls.

Therefore, FIDH and Kinyat call on national authorities to broaden prosecutions to include charges that recognise the reality
of the crimes committed by ISIL members as well as guarantee victims access to justice. In addition, they call on the ICC
Prosecutor to open a preliminary examination based on the fact that the - often high-ranking - perpetrators of these crimes are
nationals of States Parties to the ICC Statute.

 End the shame of sexualised war crimes (D+C) By Mahwish Gul
October 26, 2018

Nadia Murad and Denis Mukwege have won this year’s Nobel Peace Prize for their
struggle to end sexualised violence in war. This award will hopefully go a long way
in creating acceptance of the victims of sexual violence in society. After atrocious
crimes, they need help and support.

The destruction of Baghdad is dubbed as the most mournful event in the history of Islam. When the Mongol army of Hulagu
Khan took Baghdad in February 1258, they killed 200,000 to a million people. The estimates vary. Severed heads in hundreds
were made into minarets all across the city. So strong was the stench of decay from the ruins that Hulagu had to move his
camp upwind.

Hulagu’s men raped women in scores, tossing them from one to another as trophies. Those whose lives were spared were
made into sex slaves as souvenirs. The victors made rape a weapon of war to intimidate the people of the conquered city.

Not so far from Baghdad in today’s Iraq, the world was recently reminded yet again of violence against women as an act of war
and triumph. History does not get tired of repeating itself. On 15 August 2014, the Sunni-extremist militia ISIS rounded up the
Yazidi minority in Sinjar, killing 2,000 to 5,500 people and abducting nearly 6,000. Nadia Murad, 19, was one of them. The
cries from women seeing loved ones killed in front of them, abducted and raped were no different to those of 1258.
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Nadia Murad once dreamt of becoming a teacher. Before being abducted, she endured the killing of her mother and six of her
brothers. In captivity and along with thousands of other Yazidi women, Nadia Murad was raped and beaten repeatedly, day
and night, by ISIS men taking turns.

Nadia Murad managed to escape, and unlike other ISIS survivors, told the public her story – including many brutal details.
She decided that shame matters much less than finally ending the use of sexual violence as a weapon in war. She ventured on a
worldwide campaign against sex crimes. She addressed the UN Security Council, Britain’s House of Commons and the US
House of Representatives.

In September 2018, Nadia Murad was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize along with Denis Mukwege for their endeavour to end
the use of sexual violence in armed conflicts. Denis Mukwege is a Congolese gynaecologist who specialises in the treatment of
women who have been raped by armed rebels. He has treated thousands of women in a country once characterised as “rape
capital of the world”.

Denis Mukwege founded the Panzi Hospital in 1991 in the capital of South Kivu Province in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC). Since its foundation, the hospital has treated 85,000 patients with complex gynaecological damage. Sixty
percent of the patients were victims of sexualised violence.

The Nobel Peace Prize has thus turned the attention of the world to heinous war crimes. It has turned the spotlight on two
regions in different continents, but telling the same story of the devastating price women have paid in war conflicts.

“Deciding to be honest was one of the hardest decisions I have ever made and the most important one,” Nadia Murad told the
UN Security Council. The Nobel Peace Prize to her is a shout to the world community to leave no stone unturned to bring an
end to this suffering and pain endured by hundreds and thousands of women even in this day and age. The award is a
recognition of Nadia Murad’s courage in adversity, unspeakable pain and misery, to have stood up and made the world
community realise of their inaction.

Agonisingly, Nadia Murad is not alone in her suffering. She endured what others have done in the past, symbolising their
silent cries, their hidden wounds, their unspeakable traumas and their shackled lives.

This award has set a new precedent of global awakening to sexualised violence. It recognises the importance of speaking out
and goes against the tradition of shaming victims. The award is an encouragement to women across the globe to stand up and
speak up against their perpetrators to bring them to justice. It also sheds light on the failure of the global community which all
too often lets perpetrators of wartime sexual violence walk free, without even fearing punishment.

 More than 200 are raped per month in Congo’s Kasai conflict, says new report (The Washington Post) By
Max Bearak
November 2, 2018

A brutal war has raged for over two years in southern Congo’s Kasai province. It is a
region that is difficult to access for aid organizations because of its remoteness,
hostility from the government, and, of course, the violence. Two United Nations
investigators, an American and a Swede, were killed there around the beginning of
the conflict in 2016.

One of the few groups that is present is Doctors Without Borders, commonly known by its French acronym, MSF. It released a
report this week that documents a disturbingly high rate of sexual violence perpetrated by armed groups in Kasai. Rapes are
being committed many times a day, and they have treated more than 200 victims of sexual violence per month on average
since January 2018. Eighty percent of victims said they were raped by armed men.

The war in Kasai began in August 2016, when a local traditional leader hostile to the central government was killed. A militia
named after him, called Kamuina Nsapu, began to target Congo’s national army, which in turn employed another local militia
called Bana Mura to suppress the rebellion. MSF started working in the region in May 2017.

“Of the 2,600 victims of sexual violence treated by MSF since May 2017, the vast majority were women,” says the report.
“Thirty-two were men, some of whom reported having been forced under armed threat to rape members of their own
community. Another 162 were children under the age of 15, including 22 under the age of five.”

The conflict has been characterized by its brutality. Last year, Congo’s Catholic church released a report claiming that it had
documented over 3,300 killings. At the time, the United Nations had found evidence of at least 42 mass graves, which they
attributed mostly to atrocities committed by government forces. Millions have been cyclically displaced from their homes,
fleeing to other parts of Congo and neighboring Angola.
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Congo’s president, Joseph Kabila, used the Kasai conflict as a pretense to delay elections in 2016 that would have seen him
unseated. Those elections are now slated to take place next month, and Kabila will not be running.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, war spread across eastern Congo and the widespread use of rape as a tool of war earned the
country the title “Rape Capital of the World.” MSF’s report on Kasai points to a level of sexual violence that is shockingly close
to reaching the levels of that era’s far-larger conflict.

Earlier this year, the Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Denis Mukwege, a gynecologist in the eastern Congolese city of
Bukavu, who has treated tens of thousands of victims of sexual violence.

In its report, MSF warned that its estimate of the number of victims was probably very conservative. Many cases surely go
unreported, and others may result in the death of the victim. Three-quarters of those who did seek help at an MSF-run
hospital, only did so at least a month after being attacked, raising the risk of complications and the spread of sexually
transmitted disease.

“Most explain that they were unaware of the availability of free care or lacked the means to travel to centers offering medical
services,” said the report.

The conflict in Kasai is likely to be exacerbated by the recent forced eviction of about 300,000 Congolese migrants and
refugees from Angola, who now must either risk a return to their homes or seek humanitarian aid in this neglected region.

 Kosovo War Rape Victims Confront Prejudice with Art (Balkan Transitional Justice) By Die Morina
November 5, 2018

An exhibition of artworks by scores of survivors of sexual violence during the 1988-
99 Kosovo war opened at the Lapidarium of Kosovo Museum in Pristina on Monday.

The exhibition, entitled ‘Colours of Our Souls’, features pictures anonymous rape victims who portray “life as they would love
it to be”, in an attempt to address continuing social prejudice.

The UN development coordinator for Kosovo, Ulrike Richardson, said that there are many victims of sexual violence in
conflict who are ashamed of what they have been through and therefore find it difficult to express the pain that they continue
to suffer.

“So this exhibition is one way of expressing what they hope for in life,” Richardson said.

There is still no accurate estimate of the number of women and girls who were raped or suffered other forms of sexual violence
during the Kosovo war.

In 2014, the Kosovo parliament adopted changes to an existing law on the rights of war victims and veterans by including rape
victims in the legislation. Rape victims who are verified by the authorities will be eligible for benefits.

The recognition of the status of war rape victims was supported by the National Council for the Survivors of Wartime Sexual
Violence, which was established by former Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaha.

A report by Amnesty International said only a few of those held responsible for wartime rape in Kosovo have since been
prosecuted.

‘Colours of our Souls’ was organised as part of the UN Women’s Gender Sensitive Transitional Justice project, funded by the
European Union. According to the organisers, the artworks can be purchased and all the proceeds go to victims of sexual
violence.

 Syria’s war: Assad regime accused of a host of crimes (Arab News) November 6, 2018

The Syrian regime has been accused of various crimes during the conflict that
started in 2011, including torture in prisons, summary executions and the use of
chemical weapons.

Some European countries have, meanwhile, launched investigations into alleged crimes by the Syrian regime, such as France,
which announced on Monday international arrest warrants for three senior intelligence officials over the deaths of two
Franco-Syrian nationals in a Syrian jail.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights says at least 60,000 people have died from torture or harsh conditions in regime
custody since the conflict began.
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Already in 2012 Human Rights Watch said Syria was holding tens of thousands of detainees in a “torture archipelago.”

It documented 27 detention facilities nationwide used to hold people swept up in the regime’s crackdown on protesters.

Witnesses described torture, including beatings, the use of electricity or car battery acid, sexual assault and mock executions.

In 2014, a former Syrian military photographer codenamed “Caesar” fled the country taking with him 55,000 images of abuses
committed in its jails between 2011 and 2013. The digital images of 11,000 people alleged to have died in detention showed
emaciated bodies. The evidence has been used in investigations in Germany and France.

In February 2016, UN investigators said the mass scale of deaths of detainees suggests that the Syrian regime is responsible
for acts that amount to extermination.

A year later Amnesty International said as many as 13,000 people were hanged between 2011 and 2015 at the notorious
Saydnaya military-run prison near Damascus.

This came on top of the 17,700 people it had already recorded as having perished in regime prisons since the start of the
conflict.

In May 2017, Washington claimed that Damascus had built a “crematorium” at Saydnaya to cover up thousands of prisoner
deaths.

Human Rights Watch has since 2012 accused the Syrian armed forces of using banned incendiary weapons against its
opponents.

The Britain-based Observatory and other activists also claim the regime has dropped TNT-packed barrels from aircraft. There
have also been several allegations of the use of chemical weapons, including sarin and chlorine, which the regime denies.

A UN inquiry published in March 2018 and based on 454 interviews said that Syrian troops and regime-linked militia
systematically used rape and sexual violence against civilians.

Opposition fighters committed similar violations but at a considerably lower rate, the Independent International Commission
of Inquiry for Syria said.
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 War Crimes Court’s Prosecutor on His First Visit to Kosovo (Associated Press) By The Associated Press
Oct. 30, 2018

The American chief prosecutor of an international court investigating war crimes in
Kosovo on Tuesday visited the country for the first time since he took the post.

U.S. Specialist Prosecutor Jack Smith is expected to meet with international organizations, European Union and Kosovo
justice ministry officials.

Smith succeeded David Schwendiman in September as the chief prosecutor of the Hague-based Kosovo Specialist Chambers
and Specialist Prosecutor's Office. The court is tasked with investigating allegations made by the Council of Europe's 2011
report about war crimes committed by Kosovo independence fighters during and after the country's bloody 1998-1999 war for
independence.

The conflict ended with a 78-day NATO air campaign in June 1999, stopping a Serbian crackdown against ethnic Albanian
separatists.

Kosovo's 2008 independence is recognized by more than 100 states but not by Serbia.

Kosovo agreed to the court's establishment in 2015 following U.S. and European pressure.

Justice Minister Abelard Tahiri assured Smith of his country's commitment to "comply with all the obligations."
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The court has yet to hear any cases.

 Sudan should prosecute Darfur crimes, pursue ICC arrest warrants: U.N. (Reuters) By Stephanie Nebehay
November 1, 2018

GENEVA (Reuters) - A U.N. watchdog told Sudan on Thursday to prosecute security
forces for attacks in Darfur from 2014-2016 and cooperate with the International
Criminal Court, which has issued an arrest warrant for President Omar al-Bashir for
alleged war crimes.

Executions by crucifixion and stoning should be stricken from its statute books, and authorities should halt prosecutions and
intimidation of journalists, critics and activists, it said.

Thousands of people have been killed in Sudan’s civil wars, including the western Darfur region where rebels have been
fighting against Bashir’s government since 2003. In July, the government extended until year-end a three-year-old unilateral
ceasefire with rebels in Darfur, Blue Nile and South Kordofan.

The United Nations Human Rights Committee, whose independent experts uphold a landmark treaty on civil and political
rights, reviewed Sudan’s record and issued its findings on Thursday.

“The Committee is concerned that not only has (Sudan) failed to hold to account perpetrators under domestic law, but it has
also refused to cooperate with the International Criminal Court, which has issued arrest warrants against Sudanese nationals
and officials on charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes,” the panel said.

The Hague-based ICC issued arrest warrants for Bashir in 2009 and 2010 over his alleged role in war crimes including
genocide in Darfur province, which he denies.

“We expressed concerns regarding the fact that large-scale attacks against civilians, including in operations in Darfur between
2014 and 2016, remained unpunished,” Sarah Cleveland, panel vice chair, told a news briefing.

Sudan should “ensure that all persons involved in serious human rights violations are excluded from positions of power”, she
said.

Yuval Shany, panel chair, said: “We did not receive from the state a very specific answer to the question as to whether they are
planning to implement the ICC arrest warrant on President al-Bashir. And we draw our conclusions from this lack of
information.”

Journalists have been arrested or banned from travel, and newspapers confiscated, including the entire print runs of eight
Sudanese newspapers in January, Cleveland said.

“So this was a primary concern with respect to Sudan and one which we asked them to report to the Committee on within two
years,” she said.

Journalists from Reuters and Agence France-Presse were detained in January while covering protests and clashes with
security forces which broke out across Sudan after Khartoum imposed tough economic measures in line with
recommendations by the International Monetary Fund.

 More than 200 mass graves of Islamic State victims found in Iraq: U.N. report (Reuters) By Raya Jalabi
Nov. 6, 2018

More than 200 mass graves have been uncovered in Iraq in areas formerly controlled
by Islamic State militants, the United Nations said on Tuesday.

The graves contain the remains of thousands of people, believed to be the victims of the hardline Sunni group, who between
June and December 2014, overran large swathes of northern Iraq and declared it part of their so-called caliphate.

The dead include women, children, the elderly and disabled, as well as members of Iraq’s armed forces and police, a U.N.
report said.

The United Nations has said previously that almost 33,000 civilians were killed by the group in Iraq, with more than 55,000
injured.

The grave sites are concentrated in four provinces — Ninewa, Kiruk, Salah al-Din and Anbar — in the north and western parts
of the country, near the border with Syria.
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Islamic State had entrenched itself in these areas until their defeat in December 2017 by Iraqi forces supported by a U.S.-led
coalition.

The United Nations estimates between 6,000-12,000 bodies are contained in the 202 graves documented in the report. But
exact numbers were difficult to establish, it said, since only 28 mass graves have been excavated so far, with just 1,258 bodies
exhumed.

These deaths occurred in what the United Nations has called a systematic and widespread campaign of violence, “which may
amount to war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.”

During its three-year rule, the group terrorized local residents, conducting well-publicized executions of people targeted for
their perceived opposition, government ties, sexual orientation and more.

The militants also targeted members of ethnic and religious minorities, including Christians and Yazidis.

The smallest mass grave, found in Mosul, contains eight bodies while the biggest, the al-Khasfa sinkhole south of Mosul, is
thought to contain roughly 4,000 bodies.

The United Nations said the sites must be protected from interference or contamination to ensure justice and accountability.

But the Iraqi government body tasked with preserving mass graves says it is underfunded and understaffed, and cannot
adequately protect and investigate the sites which are still littered with unexploded ordinance.

“Determining the circumstances surrounding the significant loss of life will be an important step in the mourning process for
families and their journey to secure their rights to truth and justice,” said U.N. Representative for Iraq Ján Kubiš.

 Facebook Admits It Was Used to Incite Violence in Myanmar (N.Y. Times) By Alexandra Stevenson
Nov. 6, 2018

Facebook has long promoted itself as a tool for bringing people together to make the
world a better place. Now the social media giant has acknowledged that in Myanmar
it did the opposite, and human rights groups say it has a lot of work to do to fix that.

Facebook failed to prevent its platform from being used to “foment division and incite offline violence” in the country, one of
its executives said in a post on Monday, citing a human rights report commissioned by the company.

“We agree that we can and should do more,” the executive, Alex Warofka, a Facebook product policy manager, wrote. He also
said Facebook would invest resources in addressing the abuse of its platform in Myanmar that the report outlines.

The report, by Business for Social Responsibility, or BSR, which is based in San Francisco, paints a picture of a company that
was unaware of its own potential for doing harm and did little to figure out the facts on the ground.

The report details how Facebook unwittingly entered a country new to the digital era and still emerging from decades of
censorship, all the while plagued by political and social divisions.

But the report fails to look closely at how Facebook employees missed a crescendo of posts and misinformation that helped to
fuel modern ethnic cleansing in Myanmar.

The report recommends that Facebook increase enforcement of policies for content posted on its platform; exercise greater
transparency with data that shows its progress; and engage with civil society and officials in Myanmar.

Some Facebook detractors criticized the company on Tuesday for releasing the report on the eve of the midterm elections in
the United States, when the attention of the news media and many of Facebook’s most vocal critics was elsewhere. Human
rights groups said Facebook’s pledge needed to be followed up with more concrete actions.

“There are a lot of people at Facebook who have known for a long time that the company should have done more to prevent
the gross misuse of its platform in Myanmar,” said Matthew Smith of Fortify Rights, a nonprofit human rights organization
that focuses on Southeast Asia.

“This assessment is encouraging and overdue, but the key to any assessment is implementation,” Mr. Smith added.

Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director for Human Rights Watch, said Facebook’s actions in Myanmar would be “the acid test” to
see if it became “a responsible platform manager with its own enforceable code of conduct.”
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In response to a question about the timing of the release of the report, Facebook said it had previously committed to
publishing the report at this time. It also said the report was in line with the company’s commitment to respond to growing
concerns in Myanmar.

Two years after the 2016 election in the United States put the company under heightened scrutiny, Facebook has introduced a
series of experiments meant to address the problem of misinformation on its platform. It has also set up fact-checking groups
and altered its advertising practices to bar those who seek to spread false news.

But the company still faces scrutiny from lawmakers who say it is not doing enough. In some countries, Facebook’s
experiments have helped to amplify fake stories, while its slower response in other developing countries, including Sri Lanka,
has allowed rumors to spark violence.

Facebook has faced also sharp criticism for being too slow to act in the Philippines, another country where its ubiquity has led
it to become a platform for spreading hate speech and false information.

In Myanmar, Facebook essentially is the internet — and, by extension, the only source of information — for some 20 million
people, according to BSR’s estimates. Mobile phones sold there already have Facebook installed.

As Facebook’s presence in Myanmar grew in recent years, the company did not address what the BSR report calls a “crisis of
digital literacy” in a country that was just emerging from a military dictatorship and where the internet was still new.

Many citizens in Myanmar, the report says, still do not know the basics of the internet — from using a browser to setting up an
email account — and are not equipped to distinguish real information from rumor. The report warns that this could continue
to be a problem for Facebook, especially during the country’s general elections in 2020.

New problems could also arise related to WhatsApp, the messaging app owned by Facebook that is becoming popular in
Myanmar.

WhatsApp has begun to play a leading role in elections, particularly in developing countries where it is being used by political
parties, religious activists and others to spread information. In India’s recent elections, some WhatsApp messages were used
to incite tensions while others were found to be false.

In Myanmar, the prevalence of hate speech, disinformation and bad actors on Facebook “has had a negative impact on
freedom of expression, assembly and association for Myanmar’s most vulnerable users,” the report says. This has led to the
suppression of free speech; violence and hate campaigns; and self-censorship by women, minorities and other vulnerable
members of society.

Myanmar military officials were behind a systematic campaign on Facebook to target a mostly Muslim Rohingya minority, an
investigation by The New York Times found. Human rights groups say this campaign has led to murder, rape and forced
migration.

Facebook took down the official accounts of military leaders in August. But some activists said the company still had not done
enough.

“I don’t think there will be a significant change,” said Ye Wai Phyo Aung, the founder of Athan, a free-speech organization.
Facebook should do more to prevent fake accounts from being created, he said.

“It’s still easy to sign up for a Facebook account with fake names,” he said. “The Facebook team should have worked on that.”

Not everyone in Myanmar agreed with the blame placed on Facebook. Ye Myat Thu, the managing director of Alpha Computer
Mandalay, an information technology firm, said the government needed to take action to enforce better behavior online and
prevent violence.

“Facebook is just the platform,” he said. “If there is no Facebook, people will use another platform. I see Facebook just as a
product.”
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 Commencement of Cultural Destruction Reparations Orders in Criminal Warfare: Precedence of
the ICC Al Faqi Al Mahdi Judgment
By Katherine Lessing
October 29, 2018

This case note surveys the Reparations Order in the case of Prosecutor v. Ahmad Al
Faqi Al Mahdi issued on August 17, 2017, in which the International Criminal Court
(“Chamber”) pioneered legal ground by holding a war criminal financially liable for
the destruction of cultural property.

For the first time, the Chamber tasked itself with calculating reparations owed to community members whose cultural and
religious monuments were systematically destroyed by the Islamist militant in Timbuktu, Mali. The final amount awarded, 2.7
million euros, represented both collective and individual reparations owed to victims for the demolition of “historic and
religious buildings, consequential economic loss, and moral harm.” Because neither liability nor victim reparation was ever
previously contemplated for cultural destruction war crimes at the international level, the Chamber’s reasoning and final
calculation will undoubtedly serve as precedent in subsequent cases.

This paper begins by providing both a factual and legal foundation for the groundbreaking decision as well as a basic overview
of the legal requirements for a Reparations Order. It then transitions to focus more specifically on the reparations issued
against Al Mahdi and provides a detailed legal analysis on the impact of relevant victims, modalities of reparations, mitigating
factors, and method of calculations. Finally, this case note ends with a brief practical analysis and evaluation of implications.

 Determining the Commission of Genocide in Myanmar: Legal and Policy Considerations
By Beth Van Schaack
October 29, 2018

In August 2018, what appears to be a draft statement to be delivered by U.S.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on the persecution of the Rohingya minority in
Myanmar was leaked to the press.

The text suggests that the State Department is considering whether there are grounds to believe that genocide has been, or is
being, committed in Myanmar and whether the State Department should issue a statement to this effect. This article first
discusses the methodological question of the level of certainty that should be met before a non-judicial entity makes such a
determination with reference to the various standards employed by commissions of inquiry and courts (both criminal and
civil) that find themselves making analogous determinations. The article then surveys the major human rights documentation
efforts, academic literature, relevant jurisprudence emanating from the international criminal tribunals, statements of United
Nations entities and other states, the results of the State Department’s recent empirical investigation, party and amicus curiae
briefs filed before the ICC, and journalistic accounts of events in Myanmar, Bangladesh, and elsewhere in the region with an
eye towards understanding the dynamics of violence against the Rohingya — deemed by many to be “the most persecuted
minority in the world.” The article layers the facts as we know them against established legal principles to conclude that a
genocide is in fact underway in Myanmar through genocidal acts committed by discrete sets of actors (including various state
organs, the Tatmadaw-Army, regional and local officials, and Rakhine civilians) and also by way of a genocide writ large
against the Rohingya within Rakhine State involving the central authorities working in collusion with, and through, regional
actors.

 Assessing the Atrocities: Early Indications of Potential International Crimes Stemming from the
2017 Rohingya Humanitarian Crisis
By Rajika L. Shah
41 Loyola of Los Angeles International and Comparative Law Review 181 (2018) Loyola Law School, Los
Angeles Legal Studies Research Paper No. 2018-36 
October 31, 2018

The humanitarian crisis focused on the Rohingya Muslims of Myanmar, in which
hundreds of thousands of Rohingya were forced to flee to neighboring Bangladesh to
escape rampant massacres, rape and brutal sexual violence, arbitrary detention, and
mass arson reportedly committed by Myanmar government forces, captured the
world’s attention and shocked its conscience.

Many observers were surprised and dismayed that Myanmar’s civilian leader—noted democracy activist and Nobel Peace Prize
recipient Aung San Suu Kyi—failed to take a strong stance against Myanmar’s military, thereby providing it tacit cover.
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Immediate calls for international investigations prompted action by the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court and
the creation of a UN fact-finding mission on Myanmar. This short responsive piece outlines some potential international
crimes that could be charged against alleged perpetrators, including genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, and
explores some of the key challenges to prosecutions.
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