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Central African Republic
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The human rights record of the Central African Republic to be examined by Universal Periodic Review (United Nations ONHCR) January 23, 2024

GENEVA (23 January 2024) – The human rights record of the Central African Republic will be examined by the United Nations Human Rights Council’s
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Working Group for the fourth time on Friday, 26 January 2024, in a meeting in Geneva that will be webcast live.

The Central African Republic is one of 14 States to be reviewed by the UPR Working Group during its upcoming session from 22 January to 2 February 2024. The first, second and third UPR reviews of the
Central African Republic took place in May 2009, October 2013, and November 2018, respectively.

The UPR Working Group is comprised of the 47 Member States of the Human Rights Council. However, each of the 193 UN Member States can participate in a country review.

The documents on which the reviews are based are: 1) national report - information provided by the State under review; 2) information contained in the reports of independent human rights experts and
groups, known as the Special Procedures, human rights treaty bodies, and other UN entities; 3) information provided by other stakeholders including national human rights institutions, regional organizations,
and civil society groups.

The three reports serving as the basis for the review of the Central African Republic on 26 January can be found here.

Location: Room 20, Palais des Nations, Geneva

Time and date: 9:00 – 12:30, Friday, 26 January 2024 (Geneva time, GMT +1 hour)

The UPR is a peer review of the human rights records of all 193 UN Member States. Since its first meeting was held in April 2008, all 193 UN Member States have been reviewed thrice. During the fourth UPR
cycle, States are again expected to spell out steps they have taken to implement recommendations posed during their previous reviews which they committed to follow up on and highlight recent human rights
developments in the country.

The delegation of the Central African Republic will be led by Mr. Arnaud Djoubaye Abazène, Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Good Governance and Keeper of the Seals.

The three country representatives serving as rapporteurs (“troika”) for the review of the Central African Republic are Cameroon, Montenegro and the Netherlands (Kingdom of).

The webcast of the session will be at https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1k/k1k1joz360

The list of speakers and all available statements to be delivered during the review of the Central African Republic will be posted on the UPR Extranet.

The UPR Working Group is scheduled to adopt the recommendations made to the Central African Republic on Wednesday, 31 January 2024 between 15:30 and 18:00. The State under review may wish to
express its positions on recommendations posed to it during its review.

Sexual violence is an ancient and often unseen war crime. Is it inevitable? (NPR) By Jill Langlois
February 8, 2024

The use of sexual violence as a weapon in conflict is as old as the Bible – Deuteronomy 21 states that a victor in battle who "hast a desire" for a
"beautiful woman" among the captives can "bring her home to thine house."

And it is as timely as the current conflicts raging around the globe in 2024: In the Middle East, in Ukraine, in Ethiopia, in Haiti and in many other countries.

Yet despite its long history as part of conflicts, sexual violence is often not reported because of the trauma and shame it brings to survivors, their families and their wider communities.

There has also been reticence among various authorities to speak out. Only in modern times, in the 1990s when wars broke out in Rwanda and Yugoslavia, did the United Nations begin to recognize sexual
violence as more than just an unfortunate byproduct of conflict but a category of war crime, leading to more prosecutions in international criminal tribunals for each war.

The specific term "conflict-related sexual violence," or CRSV, was first introduced in 2000 when the United Nations Security Council issued a resolution that launched the Women, Peace and Security Agenda.

The U.N. defined the term as "rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution, forced pregnancy, forced abortion, enforced sterilization, forced marriage and any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity
perpetrated against women, men, girls or boys that is directly or indirectly linked to a conflict."

Last week, a U.N. team arrived in Israel to investigate reports of widespread sexual violence during the Hamas led assault on southern Israel on Oct. 7, attacking people in the streets, in their homes and at an
outdoor music festival. Some critics have cast doubt on these allegations.

NPR spoke about the issue of conflict-related sexual violence with Cochav Elkayam-Levy, an Israeli human rights lawyer who established and heads the Commission on Oct. 7 Crimes by Hamas Against Women
and Children; Dr. Ranit Mishori, senior medical adviser for Physicians for Human Rights, and Kathleen Kuehnast, director of women, peace and security at the United States Institute of Peace. Here are the key
points they made in their interviews.

Conflict-related sexual violence is widespread and is used as a tactic of war to assert dominance and power.

CRSV is used to terrorize, intimidate and humiliate certain groups or populations.

"We've seen it as a means of displacing populations because of the fear and terror it instills," says Mishori. "We see it used as a way of stigmatizing certain populations in terms of the cultural acceptance of being
survivors."

As a tactic meant to control and dominate, it's far from new.

"Sexual violence in conflict zones is very common," says Mishori. "When a new conflict arises, we know we'd better get our toolkit together because we're going to be seeing sexual and gender-based violence."

But that doesn't mean it's inevitable.

Those who study CRSV believe that leadership can either encourage it ... or stop it. Kuehnast points to the work of Elisabeth Jean Wood, a political scientist at Yale University and expert on CRSV. Her research
has found that if the leader of a group condemns sexual violence and orders their armed actors not to carry out such crimes, they don't. It didn't matter whether it was an official government group or an outside
force, like Sri Lanka's secessionist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. But if leaders approve of the use of sexual violence as a weapon or even turn a blind eye to what their troops are doing, that's when it
becomes a widespread tactic of war.

"This is an intentional act," says Kuehnast. "It's not accidental. You might shoot somebody by mistake if a gun goes off, but this is not an accidental act. It takes some sort of premeditation."

Women and girls continue to be the majority of CRSV survivors and victims, but men, boys and LGBTQIA+ people are targeted too. Women and girls are the survivors and victims of CRSV we most often hear
about, but others, including men, boys and members of the LGBTQIA+ community, are also targeted.

Men in particular rarely speak out about the crimes committed against them, generally due to the societal stigmas these types of crimes carry for them.

"The level of incidents in wars against men is just beginning to come forward," says Kuehnast. "In many ways, to be a male victim of sexual violence is even more of a taboo than to be a female victim.

"Whether it be in Serbia, Croatia, Uganda, Chad or the DRC, many of the victims are also humiliated both during and after the violence. It's not that women don't have this same humiliation, but men's places in
society can be dramatically diminished [following sexual violence]. These are often more traditional societies where gendered norms are defined by a binary — what males can do and what females can do. And
so to be a victim of sexual violence, you're considered dead, basically. These are individuals who often keep what happened to them private, even with physical repercussions from the crime."

CRSV is underreported and many survivors don't realize what happened to them is a crime, making it unlikely for them to seek help. Much of conflict-relate sexual violence is underreported because of the
shame, humiliation and trauma that follows. But some CRSV, like forced nudity and forced witnessing, often goes unreported because the people it happened to don't realize it's a crime.

"It can be just as traumatizing to see your daughter, your sister or your parents being raped in front of you," says Mishori. "Or you're forced to strip naked in front of soldiers or in the city square. It's not rape,
but it is sexual violence. People often carry this trauma without knowing it's an international crime and minimize what happened to them."

Bringing up this subject it in the media can help spread awareness about what is considered CRSV, the experts say — and in turn provide survivors with the information they need to understand a crime was
committed against them.

"[Talking about conflict-related sexual violence] often makes some lightbulbs go off," says Mishori. "'Oh, that's what happened to me. That's CRSV.'

"It can lead people to seek care, to acknowledge what they thought only they had suffered and was nothing because nobody talks about it as a crime. In many cases it can help people with legal processes or
seeking justice and accountability. In some situations it can also help people seeking reparations. Discussing it in general and also very specifically can be very reassuring to survivors. It gives a name to what
happened to them."

Open discussions can also create pathways for collective healing.

"It's not something you can ignore because, as we see even today, Korea and Japan have a very icy relationship as a result of the "comfort women" the Japanese took during World War II," says Kuehnast. "I
think we realize now that these forms of criminal activity last a generation, maybe two generations, but the memory is not forgotten." [These are women in Korea, the Philippines and other places who were
forced to engage in sexual relations with soldiers from the invading army.]

But legal processes do not always provide closure. In 2016, the International Criminal Council issued its first conviction for sexual violence, sentencing former Congolese Vice President Jean-Pierre Bemba
Gombo to 18 years in prison for war crimes and crimes against humanity, including rape, during the war his country waged in the Central African Republic. He was acquitted two years later when the ICC ruled
that he could not be held responsible for crimes committed by others, including his own fighters.

What happened in Israel happens in other conflict zones While international organizations are still collecting evidence of the crimes committed in Israel on Oct. 7, what's already been unearthed shows similar
patterns to CRSV in other conflict zones.

"What we see in one conflict we see in other conflicts," says Mishori. "The horrifying nature of these acts are not unique to one place or another. We see them in lots of places and lots of conflicts."

The collection of that evidence, Kuehnast notes, is another shared characteristic of CRSV across conflicts.

"A number of the victims' bodies [in Israel] were burned and disintegrated, so the evidence is difficult to collect," says Kuehnast, who cites the ongoing conflict in Tigray, Ethiopia, which started in 2020, as
having similar difficulties with lost evidence. "That doesn't diminish what has been assumed to have happened on Oct. 7. It just takes time."

Involving women in conflict resolution and peace building is crucial for success. For conflict resolution and peace building to be successful, survivors need to be included in the process.

Elkayam-Levy, who drafted the national report on Gender Mainstreaming During Emergencies for Israel's National Security Council following the COVID-19 pandemic, points out that women tend to lack
representation in national conflicts. In turn, their needs are not met and there is a lack of understanding of the impacts of crises on women.

When she first heard about the attack on Oct. 7, she knew she wanted to make sure women were part of the response team.

"[I wanted] to make sure that, in the first weeks, women had a role in the emergency teams that were being formed," she says. "I sent a list of more than 50 prominent women in national security to the national
security council to make sure women would be, this time, involved in solving this crisis."

For some countries this method has already started to work.

"[In Colombia], they have built women into the peace process," says Kuehnast. "And since the majority of the victims of CRSV are women, it's incredibly important to make sure that women are part of any kind
of activities to settle a violent conflict.

"Colombia has been very dedicated. Women are from diverse regions. They have come together to really help bring up a next generation focused on peace versus violence as a way of solving problems. It's not
perfect — no peace is perfect — but it is progressive and it is intentional, and that is important. Intentional peace building must be inclusive of survivors of this form of violence."

Sudan & South Sudan
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ICC accuses Sudan and rebels of Darfur war crimes (Aljazeera) January 30, 2024

Sudan’s army and its rival paramilitary force are committing war crimes in Darfur, the International Criminal Court’s (ICC) chief prosecutor has said.

Karim Khan launched a war crimes investigation into the renewed conflict in July. On Monday, he reported to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) that he had “grounds to believe” crimes established
under the Rome Statute are being committed in the restive western region.

The situation in Darfur is “dire by any metric”, he told the UNSC.

The Rome Statute established the ICC in 2002 to investigate the world’s worst atrocities, including war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide and crimes of aggression.

“We are collecting a very significant body of material, information and evidence that is relevant to those particular crimes,” Khan said.

Flare-up

Fighting broke out between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in April last year, the latest flare-up in a conflict that has been simmering for more than 20
years.

The latest wave of violence has left nearly half of Sudan’s 49 million people requiring aid, with more than 7.5 million displaced. The UN reports that 12,000 people had been killed by the end of 2023, but the
actual death toll is believed to be higher.

Khan, who recently visited refugee camps in neighbouring Chad that hold tens of thousands of refugees from Darfur, spoke of fears Darfur would become “the forgotten atrocity”.

He urged Sudan’s military-led government to provide ICC investigators with multiple-entry visas and respond to 35 requests for assistance.

Climate of impunity

Sudan plunged into chaos last April when long-simmering tensions between the military, led by General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, and the RSF, commanded by Mohamed Hamdan “Hemedti” Dagalo, erupted
into street battles in the capital, Khartoum, and other areas.

The violence has extended from the earlier conflict that began in 2003, when rebels from the territory’s ethnic sub-Saharan African community launched an armed rebellion, accusing the Arab-dominated
government in Khartoum of discrimination and neglect.

The government, under then-President Omar al-Bashir, responded with aerial bombings and unleashed the militia group Popular Defence Forces, also known as the Janjaweed, which is accused of mass killings
and rapes. Up to 300,000 people were killed and 2.7 million were driven from their homes.

Internationally-brokered deals and peacekeeping forces have struggled to subdue the violence over the last two decades.

In 2005, the UNSC referred the situation in Darfur to the ICC. Khan has said the court still has a mandate under that resolution to investigate crimes in the region.

The prosecutor warned that the world must face “an ugly and inescapable truth” relating to its failure regarding the earlier conflict.

“The failure of the international community to execute the warrants that have been issued by independent judges of the ICC has invigorated the climate of impunity and the outbreak of violence that commenced
in April that continues today,” he said.

“Without justice for past atrocities, the inescapable truth is that we condemn the current generation, and if we do nothing now, we condemn future generations to suffering the same fate,” Khan said.

‘Rules of war’

Responding to the claims, Sudan’s UN Ambassador Al-Harith Idriss al-Harith Mohamed insisted that the government had cooperated with the prosecutor’s office and was waiting for a visit from Khan.

He accused the ICC of not taking into consideration its “strategic engagement and the operational realities on the ground”.

Mohamed said the RSF “militia” is committing large-scale, systematic attacks which aim “to force ethnic cleansing and identity killing” of Darfur’s Masalit ethnic community. He said it is up to the prosecutor to
determine if this amounts to genocide. The Sudanese ambassador said the armed forces do not call for war but are compelled to defend the country. He claimed that the military spares no effort to minimise
collateral damage and comply with the laws of war.

ICC ‘progress’

Last April, the first ICC trial to deal with atrocities by Sudanese government-backed forces in Darfur began in The Hague, Netherlands.

The defendant, Popular Defence Forces leader Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman – also known as Ali Kushayb – pleaded not guilty to 31 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Khan said he was pleased to report to the council that there has been “progress” in the ICC cases against former President al-Bashir and two senior government security officials during the 2003 Darfur conflict,
Abdel-Rahim Muhammad Hussein and Ahmed Haroun.

“We’ve received evidence that further strengthens those particular cases,” Khan said. The three have never been turned over to the ICC, and their whereabouts during the current conflict in Sudan remain
unknown.

[back to contents]

Democratic Republic of the Congo
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U.N. Helicopter Under Fire in Congo: Two Peacekeepers Injured (BNN) By Nitish Verma
February 3, 2024

Two South African peacekeepers were injured, one critically, when a United Nations helicopter came under fire from an armed group in the volatile
Karuba region of North Kivu province, in the eastern Congo's Masisi territory. The U.N. has strong suspicions that the attack was orchestrated by the
M23 rebel group, a recurrent source of conflict in the region since it reemerged and began seizing territory in late 2021.

Unrest in Eastern Congo

Eastern Congo, home to over 120 armed groups, has long been a hotspot for violence. These groups continue to vie for control over land and mineral resources, resulting in a prolonged state of unrest. The M23
rebel group, in particular, has been a significant contributor to the escalated conflict. Their recent resurgence and territorial expansion have further intensified the situation, leading to a spike in violence and
instability.

Attack on Peacekeepers

The U.N. helicopter, despite being under attack, managed to land safely in Goma. The injured peacekeepers are currently receiving medical care, with one in a critical condition. Bintou Keita, the head of the
U.N. peacekeeping mission in Congo, denounced the assault, which came nearly a year after a similar incident resulted in the death of another South African peacekeeper.

Consequences and Accountability

Keita emphasised that such attacks on U.N. peacekeepers could be classified as war crimes. She assured that efforts would be made in cooperation with Congolese authorities to hold those responsible
accountable. The incident draws attention to the ongoing struggle for peacekeeping forces in volatile regions, highlighting the constant danger they face in the line of duty. It also serves as a stark reminder of
the urgent need for peaceful solutions to conflicts and the importance of holding criminals accountable for their actions.

[back to contents]
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Lake Chad Region — Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon

Attacks in Nigeria's Plateau state leave at least 30 dead (Reuters) By Ahmed Kingimi
January 25, 2024

At least 30 people have been killed and several others injured in Nigeria's central Plateau state in a series of attacks around Mangu town, despite a
curfew imposed by the state government, a community spokesperson said.

Farmer-herder attacks and communal conflicts are rife in central Nigeria, an ethnically and religiously diverse hinterland known as the 'Middle Belt' where a circle of violence has claimed hundreds of lives in
recent years.

The latest violence on Tuesday and Wednesday came after a Christmas Day attack in the area which left at least 140 people dead. A dusk-to-dawn curfew was imposed on Jan. 23.

The attackers targeted several villages including Kwahaslalek, Kinat and Mairana, located on the borders of Mangu and Barkin Ladi local government areas, said Joseph Gwankat, head of the community group
Mwaghavul Development Association (MDA).

"The victims had sought refuge in the house of a community leader after earlier unrest in Mangu town. The attackers surrounded the house and killed those inside," Gwankat told Reuters by phone.

Survivors reported that the gunmen indiscriminately shot at people, including women and children, and set fire to houses and property.

In a subsequent statement, the MDA blamed the attack on herders, and questioned why troops deployed by the federal government to the area since the Christmas attacks didn't intervene to stop the violence.

Nigeria defence spokesperson Tukur Gusau said the military remains neutral following allegations of partisanship in the conflict, adding that troops responded professionally and by the rules of engagement.

"They have successfully arrested criminals involved in looting and burning of properties, as well as recovered weapons," Gusau said in a statement on Thursday.

The latest attacks come amid a surge in violence in the Plateau, which has seen repeated clashes between nomadic herders and local farming communities.

Plateau governor Caleb Mutfwang condemned the attacks and called for calm as his government "is taking proactive measures to halt further destruction of lives and property," his said office on Thursday.

Nigeria Should Act on UN Review’s Rights Concerns (Human Rights Watch) By Anietie Ewang
January 26, 2024

The Nigerian government should adopt and act on recommendations made by member states at the United Nations Human Rights Council’s Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) process earlier this week.

The recommendations, made on January 23, cover a range of concerns, including the death penalty, lack of justice and accountability for abuses by government security forces and other actors, women’s
political participation, sexual and gender-based violence, child marriage, and rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people.

The UPR is a peer-review process in which UN member states assess each other’s human rights records and recommend changes to comply with international standards. Human Rights Watch contributed
recommendations for states before the review. This is Nigeria’s fourth UPR.

Many states brought up the long-standing problem of impunity for security force abuses. The United States, a key security partner, called on Nigeria’s government to amend law enforcement procedures to
ensure rights are protected and to establish a panel to investigate police brutality against protesters in 2020. The United Kingdom called on Nigeria’s government to protect civilians in armed conflict,
investigate violations of international humanitarian and human rights law, and ensure accountability for abuses by security forces.

Dozens of member states called for Nigeria’s immediate moratorium on the death penalty and for its eventual abolition, as well as greaterwomen’s inclusion and participation in government access to justice for
sexual and gender-based offenses. On LGBT rights, member states called for the repeal of Nigeria’s 2013 Same Sex Marriage Prohibition Law criminalizing same-sex relations, the release of people detained
based on their sexual orientation or gender identity, and for ending prosecutions on these grounds.

The Nigerian government’s delegation at the review session, led by Nigeria’s Minister of Justice and Attorney General Lateef Fagbemi, expressed Nigeria’s commitment to human rights and to the UPR process
while highlighting several policies, including the 2022-2026 National Action Plan to Protect Human Rights, adopted to address various rights concerns since Nigeria’s 2018 UPR.

These initiatives, however, have led to little or no impact on serious issues, especially on accountability for rights violations. Also, Nigerian authorities, including Fagbemi at this UPR, have continued to
denounce LGBT rights.

The Nigerian government should take seriously the concerns raised at the UPR and begin immediate steps—beyond laws and policies—to rectify these problems, including prompt and transparent investigations
and prosecutions of rights abuses.

[back to contents]

Mali

Mali junta ends 2015 peace deal with separatist rebels (Reuters) By Tiemoko Diallo
January 25, 2024

Mali's junta ended a 2015 peace deal with Tuareg separatist rebels on Thursday in a move that could further destabilise the conflict-torn West African
nation.

Tensions between the central authorities and the northern separatists have resurfaced since the military consolidated power in two coups in 2020 and 2021, teamed up with Russian military contractor Wagner
Group, and kicked out French forces and U.N. peacekeepers.

In a statement read on state television, the military authorities said it was no longer possible to continue with the agreement due to other signatories not sticking to their commitments and "hostile acts" by chief
mediator Algeria.

As a result, it said the so-called Algiers Accord, brokered by the United Nations, was no longer workable.

The government "announces its end with immediate effect," it said of the agreement.

The CMA, an alliance of rebel groups formed by Mali's semi-nomadic Tuareg people, said it was not surprised by the decision.

"We have been expecting it since they brought in Wagner, chased out MINUSMA (the U.N. peacekeeping group) and started hostilities by attacking our positions on the ground," said CMA spokesperson
Elmaouloud Ramadane.

"We knew that the aim was to terminate the agreement," he said by phone.

Mali, on the Sahara Desert's southern fringe, has been plagued by violence since 2012, when Islamist militants hijacked an uprising by the Tuareg groups who complained of government neglect and sought
autonomy for the desert region they call Azawad.

The Tuaregs signed the peace accord with the Bamako government in 2015, but the militant groups linked to al Qaeda and Islamic State have killed thousands of civilians in insurgencies that have since spread
to neighbouring Burkina Faso and Niger.

The Tuareg peace agreement had recently come under increasing strain. Fighting between the two sides picked up again since last August as they jostle for position during the gradual withdrawal of U.N.
peacekeepers.

In early January, the U.N. Security Council warned of the importance of sticking with the 2015 peace deal and called for all parties to resume dialogue.

Any escalation with the separatists would pile extra pressure on the Malian army, which is already struggling in the fight against Islamist groups with violence worse since the military takeover.

UN rights chief decries death of 50 people in Mali attacks (Al Jazeera) February 1, 2024

The UN rights chief on Thursday said he was “appalled” by alleged summary executions of 25 people by Mali’s army and “foreign military personnel”
last week in a region plagued by violence from armed groups.

Volker Turk also expressed alarm at the killing of approximately 30 others in attacks over the weekend in central Mali, a particular hotbed of violence.

“I am appalled by credible allegations that Malian armed forces accompanied by foreign military personnel summarily executed at least 25 people in Welingara village, in the central Nara region on 26 January,”
Turk said in a statement.

“I am also alarmed by reports that about 30 civilians were killed in attacks by yet unidentified gunmen on two other villages – Ogota and Oimbe – in the Bandiagara region over this past weekend,” he added.

Gathering and verifying information in Mali is made difficult by the country’s vast geography, deteriorating communications infrastructure and security concerns.

Rebel violence that started in northern Mali in 2012 spread to the centre of the country in 2015, when Katiba Macina – an al-Qaeda-affiliated group – was established, led by the Fulani hardline preacher
Amadou Kouffa.

West Africa recorded more than 1,800 attacks in the first six months of 2023, resulting in nearly 4,600 deaths and creating dire humanitarian consequences. According to an ECOWAS top regional official, this
was just “a snippet of the horrendous impact of insecurity”.

Mali is currently led by a military government that seized power in 2020 and turned away from former colonial power France, before pushing the UN peacekeeping mission MINUSMA to leave at the end of
2023.

The government has chosen instead to pivot towards Russia, both politically and militarily. This January, it announced its withdrawal from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS),
alongside Burkina Faso and Niger, which are also led by their militaries. The regional bloc has been central in condemning and imposing sanctions on the trio after the takeovers.

France once had a strong presence across the Sahel, but announced the withdrawal of its troops from the three countries after the coups.

Many observers have claimed Mali has enlisted the services of Russian mercenaries, despite frequent Malian denials.

The UN and local sources have regularly accused the Malian army and its allies of abuses against civilians, which Mali has also categorically denied.

UN rights investigators and groups like Human Rights Watch said that Malian troops and foreign forces – presumed to be Wagner – were behind the massacre of at least 500 people in the central Malian town
of Moura in March 2022.

“It is essential that all allegations of arbitrary deprivations of life, including summary executions, are fully and impartially investigated and those found responsible brought to justice in trials observing
international standards,” the UN rights chief said Thursday.

To date, none of the investigations launched in Mali into abuses by the military has been successful.
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Liberia

Prince Johnson Fuss With President Boakai Over The Establishment Of War Crimes Court In Liberia (Global News Network Liberia) January 28, 2024

What seems to be a serious disagreement between Senator Prince Y. Johnson of Nimba County and ardent supporter of the Boakai presidency is said
to be deepening on the establishment of War Crimes Court for Liberia, noting that it will help to drive away investors, and impose more suffering on
the Liberian people.

Addressing the congregation during his regular Sunday service at the Christ Chapel of Faith Ministry today, January 28, 2024 in Monrovia, Evanligist Johnson disagreed with the Liberian leader on the
establishment of the court in Liberia noting that it will greatly divide the country if he insists.

Amid applause from his congregation, the former rebel leader turned politician and evangelist said the war is over, wondering why President Joseph Boakai should call for the establishment of a war crimes
court in Liberia.

He said everyone fought the war, noting that those who wrote President Boakai’s inaugural speech to talk about the issue of war crimes court in Liberia did not do well for him, but rather are creating situation
to divide the country under his watchful eyes, the war is over why call for the establishment of the court in Liberia”, Evangelist Johnson told his congregation.

President Boakai announced at his inauguration that plans were already in motion to institute a War and Economic Crimes Court. It could be tricky because President Boakai also has political ties to one of the
notorious former warlords in the country.

In Gibril Massaquoi case, Finnish Appeals Court Confirms the Acquittal Decision (Front Page Africa) February 2, 2024

The Turku Court of Appeal on Thursday issued its judgement and confirmed the acquittal of Gibril Massaquoi – former Revolutionary United Front
(RUF) commander and spokesman – for war crimes, crimes against humanity, torture, and murder that he was accused of committing in Liberia
during the country’s second civil war (1999-2003).

According to the judgement, the Tampere District Court did not err when applying the “beyond reasonable doubt” standard. The court held that most of the witnesses’ testimonies established that the crimes
and events occurred, but, for each charge, found that it was not shown that Gibril Massaquoi was involved in the acts described. The Appeals Court ruled that the evidence presented was not sufficient to
establish his guilt and therefore acquitted him of all charges.

The appeal proceedings, which began in January 2023 and ended in September 2023, saw 100 people testifying over 60 days. The court heard the majority of them in Monrovia, Liberia, where it relocated for
most of its hearings, just like the Tampere District Court had done in 2021.

It was an especially delicate case for both Civitas Maxima and its Liberia-based sister organization the Global Justice and Research Project (GJRP) as GJRP’s director Hassan Bility was himself a witness in the
case. Mr. Bility had testified at the Special Court of Sierra Leone during Charles Taylor’s trial in January 2009 and had named Gibril Massaquoi as one of his torturers from his detention in 2002. During the
Gibril Massaquoi trial he testified both in the first instance and in the appeal proceedings, respectively in 2021 and 2023.

The court of appeal does not dispute that Mr. Bility had been tortured during the war. However, the judges did not consider his testimony to be enough to establish that the defendant was involved in the
torture. A defense witness that had attempted to discredit Mr. Bility by claiming he had engaged in criminal conduct, was deemed not credible.

This case was not the first time that Finnish courts have travelled abroad to conduct hearings in the country where international crimes have been committed abroad and hopefully, it will not be the last. As
universal jurisdiction is becoming one of the most used tools to tackle impunity related to international crimes, this case will surely become an important reference when it comes to the practice of this legal
principle.

This acquittal decision will surely come as a disappointment to the many who had the courage to testify. Civitas Maxima and the GJRP, as the Finnish prosecutors – who strongly argued for their case during the
appeal phase – believe the account of the victims but nevertheless we respect today’s decision.

In the upcoming weeks, Civitas Maxima will publish an in-depth analysis of the judgement, and provide additional information, count by count, as to how the court reached its decision.
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Uganda

War Crimes Trial Continues in Uganda After Long Delays (Human Rights Watch) By Oryem Nyeko 
January 29, 2024

The defense stage of Thomas Kwoyelo’s trial finally began in Uganda on January 19, 2023, nearly 13 years after the war crimes case against the
alleged commander in the rebel group Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) began.

This trial provides a rare opportunity for justice for victims of the two-decade war between the LRA and the Ugandan military.

Kwoyelo is being tried at the International Crimes Division (ICD), a division of Uganda's High Court that was established in 2008 to try international crimes. He is accused of committing crimes against
humanity and war crimes, among others, against the Northern Ugandan civilian population.

The ICD allows victims to participate in proceedings and provide input through their lawyers with the possibility of compensation to victims in case of guilty verdicts.

Kwoyelo, who was captured by Ugandan military forces in 2009, has been in detention so long that in 2018, the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights ordered the Ugandan government to
compensate him for failing to hold his trial within a reasonable time. The government has yet to do so.

Court officials have attributed delays to lack of funding, the Covid-19 pandemic, and the “complexity of the case.” By contrast, the International Criminal Court (ICC), which has also conducted investigations in
Uganda, convicted former LRA commander Dominic Ongwen, who was arrested in late 2014, in 2021. Ongwen’s conviction was the first ever anywhere in the world for LRA crimes.

Accountability for LRA war victims has been painfully inadequate and opportunities for improvement are increasingly slim, making processes in Uganda all the more important.

While the government approved a transitional justice policy in 2019 to inform legislation and government policy for reparations, truth telling, and reconciliation processes, it is yet to implement these measures.

Kwoyelo and LRA leader Joseph Kony, are the only individuals facing criminal charges for crimes committed during the war. Kony is wanted by the ICC and remains at large. No one who served with the
Ugandan government during the war has been publicly charged, domestically or internationally, for grave crimes committed. ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan announced in 2023 that his office has completed
investigations in the country, meaning that he will not pursue additional arrest warrants.

This lengthy trial has had consequences for both Kwoyelo and the many victims of the conflict in Northern Uganda awaiting justice. Uganda should compensate Kwoyelo and the ICD should avoid any further
delays.
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Kenya

Kenya’s high court rules that deploying the nation’s police officers to Haiti is unconstitutional (AP News) By Tom Odula 
January 27, 2024

Kenya’s high court on Friday blocked the United Nations-backed deployment of Kenyan police officers to Haiti to help the Caribbean country bring
gang violence under control.

Kenya’s parliament passed a motion in November allowing the deployment of 1,000 officers to lead a multinational force in Haiti. But Judge Chacha Mwita said Kenya’s National Security Council, which is led
by the president, does not have the authority to deploy regular police outside the country.

“It is not contested that there is no reciprocal arrangement between Kenya and Haiti and for that reason, there can be no deployment of police to that country,” Mwita said.

The judge said Kenya’s offer was noble but needed to be carried out in accordance with the constitution.

Mwita made the ruling in response to an application from Thirdway Alliance Party leader Ekuru Aukot, who argued that the government’s plan to send the officers to Haiti was illegal.

Kenyan government spokesperson Isaac Mwaura said it will appeal the decision.

U.N. spokesperson Stephane Dujarric noted the government’s announcement that it will appeal and said: “The need for this multinational force authorized by the (Security) Council remains extremely high.”

“It was the Kenyan authorities that stepped forward … and we thank them for doing so when so many countries are not stepping forward,” Dujarric said. “We need urgent action, we need urgent funding, and we
hope that member states will continue to do their part and then some.”

The decision was considered by many to be a blow to Haiti, which first requested the immediate deployment of a foreign armed force in October 2022.

“This is terrible news for Haitians,” said Diego Da Rin of the International Crisis Group. “The vast majority of the population was waiting for external help to assist the police regain some control of the capital
and the areas most affected by violence.”

Mercy Corps Country Director for Haiti, Laurent Uwumuremyi, supported the High Court’s decision saying that previous international peacekeeping missions — such as the U.N. mission MINUSTAH that was
deployed there 2004-2017 — and international interventions have had disastrous consequences for Haiti.

“Solutions for Haiti, including those to bolster the Haitian National Police and the army to tamp down violence and return some semblance of security, should be led by Haitians,” Uwumuremyi said.

He said another international intervention might inadvertently worsen the situation, exposing more people to violence.

“It is critical that any intervention is done to restore stability, respects human rights and humanitarian laws, and does not jeopardize or hinder aid operations or worsen the violence,” he said.

An unprecedented surge in gang violence is plaguing Haiti, with the number of victims killed, injured and kidnapped more than doubling in 2023, the U.N. secretary-general’s special envoy for the country said
Thursday.

“I cannot overstress the severity of the situation in Haiti, where multiple protracted crises have reached a critical point,” envoy Maria Isabel Salvador told the U.N. Security Council.

She said the 8,400 victims of gang violence documented by her office last year — 122% more than in 2022 — were mainly targeted by gangs in Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince.

Some 300 gangs control an estimated 80% of the capital and accounted for 83% of last year’s killings and injuries, Salvador said. She said they have expanded north into the Artibonite region, considered Haiti’s
food basket, and south of the capital, where “gangs conducted large-scale attacks to control key zones” and systematically use sexual violence to exert control.

Guy Philippe, a former rebel leader in Haiti, implored Kenyans in a video message this week not to allow their police or military be deployed to Haiti.

Philippe said the Haitian people view Kenyans as their fellow African brothers but if the police were deployed to the Caribbean, Kenya’s people would become the “enemies” of Haitians because they would be
seen as supporting an illegitimate government.

“We have a government here in Haiti that has no legitimacy, no one loves them. This government is helping gangs, killing innocent people, kidnapping and serving the interest of imperialism,” he said.

Philippe served nine years in a United States prison following a guilty plea to a money laundering charge. He is best known for leading a 2004 rebellion against former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and
masterminding attacks on police stations.

Earlier in January, his supporters launched protests that paralyzed some cities across Haiti as they demanded the resignation of Prime Minister Ariel Henry.

Kenyan authorities told The Associated Press in December that the first group of about 300 officers was expected to arrive in Haiti by February. Kenya’s contribution would eventually rise to 1,000 officers at
the head of a 3,000-strong multinational force.

Burundi, Chad, Senegal, Jamaica and Belize also have pledged troops for the mission.

‘Stop killing us!’: Thousands march to protest against femicide in Kenya (Al Jazeera) January 27, 2024

Thousands of people have gathered to protest in cities and towns in Kenya against the recent slayings of more than a dozen women.

The anti-femicide demonstration on Saturday was the largest event ever held in the country against sexual and gender-based violence.

In the capital, Nairobi, protesters wore T-shirts printed with the names of women who became homicide victims this month. The crowd, composed mostly of women, brought traffic to a standstill.

“Stop killing us!” the demonstrators shouted as they waved signs with messages such as “There is no justification to kill women.”

The crowd in Nairobi was hostile to attempts by the parliamentary representative for women, Esther Passaris, to address them. Accusing Passaris of remaining silent during the latest wave of killings, protesters
shouted her down with chants of “Where were you?” and “Go home!”

“A country is judged by not how well it treats its rich people, but how well it takes care of the weak and vulnerable,” said Law Society of Kenya President Eric Theuri, who was among the demonstrators.

Kenyan media outlets have reported the slayings of at least 14 women since the start of the year, according to Patricia Andago, a data journalist at media and research firm Odipo Dev who also took part in the
march.

Odipo Dev reported this week that news accounts showed at least 500 women were killed in acts of femicide from January 2016 to December 2023. Many more cases go unreported, Andago said.

Two cases that gripped Kenya this month involved two women who were killed at Airbnb accommodations. The second victim was a university student who was dismembered and decapitated after she
reportedly was kidnapped for ransom.

Theuri said cases of gender-based violence take too long to be heard in Kenyan court, which he thinks emboldens perpetrators to commit crimes against women.

“As we speak right now, we have a shortage of about 100 judges. We have a shortage of 200 magistrates and adjudicators, and so that means that the wheel of justice grinds slowly as a result of inadequate
provisions of resources,” he said.
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At least 19 people killed in fierce DRC army, M23 rebels clashes (The East African) By Patrick Ilunga 
January 26, 2024

The Democratic Republic of Congo's (DRC) town of Mweso in Masisi, North Kivu Province is still reeling from the tragic deaths of 19 people following
bombardments from a clash between the Congolese army and M23 rebel group on Thursday.

Both sides trade blame for the deaths with Congolese troops accusing M23 of turning on civilians after losing on the battlefield, claims the rebels denied.

According to the Congolese army (FARDC), some 27 other people were injured in the bombardments.

"The rebels, having realised that they had lost control of the town of Mweso, dropped 120 mm mortar bombs indiscriminately in the town, causing the death of 19 people and wounding 27 innocent civilians",
according to a statement by Lt-Col Ndjike Kaiko Guillaume, spokesman for the Congolese army in North Kivu.

The war in Kivu between the FARDC and the M23 continues, causing massive population displacements.

According to the UN, nearly 7 million civilians have already fled their villages throughout the DRC because of the insecurity caused by armed groups and the fighting.

Meanwhile, peace initiatives in the region have stalled. Neither the Nairobi process, which called for talks between the armed groups and the government in Kinshasa nor has the Luanda process, led by
Angola's President João Lourenço, has produced expected results.

The Luanda process was supposed to bring peace between the DRC and Rwanda.

In the war in North Kivu, the Congolese authorities accuse Rwanda of supporting the M23 with men and weapons. Several UN reports have affirmed this, but the Rwandan authorities reject these accusations.

At present, it is the US authorities who are trying to bring peace between Kigali and Kinshasa. In December 2023, US imposed a ceasefire that lasted for two weeks. However, fighting has resumed since then.

The M23 has joined forces with the new Alliance Fleuve Congo coalition led by former electoral commission chairperson Corneille Nangaa while the DRC army has been reinforced by SADC troops.

This week, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who is on tour in Africa, is expected to discuss security issues in the DRC with Lourenço. Before launching his African tour, Blinken met Rwanda's President
Paul Kagame at the Davos Economic Forum in Switzerland.

"We are determined to do everything in our power to support the efforts being made, particularly by Angola and Kenya, towards a peaceful resolution of disagreements and the prevention of conflict in the
eastern DRC", Blinken said during his meeting with Kagame.

Blinken's tour did not include a visit to Kinshasa, but he spoke on the phone with DRC President Félix Tshisekedi about security issues in the east of the DRC among other things.

UK police arrest man over Rwanda genocide (BBC) January 30, 2024

A man has been arrested in Gateshead by police investigating genocide and crimes against humanity that took place 30 years ago in Rwanda.

The 69-year-old was questioned over the 1994 genocide in which 800,000 people were killed. Specialists from the Counter Terrorism Policing War Crimes Team worked with Counter Terrorism Policing North
East to make the arrest last Thursday. Officers said the man has since been released on bail while enquiries continue. The War Crimes team is a national unit run within the Counter Terrorism Command of the
Metropolitan Police. Commander Dominic Murphy said the investigation follows “allegations of the most serious offences you can imagine” and anyone who perpetrated the atrocity "should face justice
wherever they are in the world". He added: “Gathering the evidence to support a potential future prosecution is a complex process that requires diligence and precision. "While an arrest is a significant
milestone in any investigation, officers will continue to work to progress this inquiry.” The investigation is not connected to ongoing war crime inquiries which were launched in 2018, looking at five other UK
based individuals. Between April and June 1994, it is estimated that 800,000 Rwandans were killed in the space of 100 days.

Militants in eastern Congo kill 12 villagers as country’s leader rules out talks with Rwanda (Arab News) January 31, 2024

Militants killed at least 12 villagers in a spate of attacks in eastern Congo, a local official and a civil society leader said as the country’s president
ruled out dialogue with neighboring Rwanda over a related conflict.

The killings in Congo’s North Kivu province took place on Tuesday and were carried out by the Allied Democratic Forces, armed militants believed to be linked to the extremist Daesh group.

The militants attacked three villages in the Beni territory, according to Kinos Katuho, the president of the local Mamove civil society organization.

Eastern Congo has struggled with armed violence for decades as more than 120 groups fight for power, land and valuable mineral resources, while others try to defend their communities. The armed groups
have long waged campaigns of violence in the mineral-rich region and have been accused of mass killings.

The conflict spiked in late 2021 when another rebel group, which goes by the name M23 and which had been largely dormant, resurfaced and initiated attacks to seize territory. The group allegedly has support
from neighboring Rwanda, though the country denies ties.

“Two people were killed in the village of Mangazi-Kasongo, five in Matadi-Beu and five others in Mamove,” said Katuho.

Among those killed by the attackers — who also looted the properties — was the village chief in Matadi-Beu, according to Mamove chief Charles Endukadi.

Meanwhile, Congolese President Félix Tshisekedi on Tuesday repeated his claims that the M23 rebels are supported by Rwanda, and said he would not engage in talks with Rwanda’s leader, Paul Kagame, over
the issue.

The United Nations and human rights groups have also said the militants receive backing from Rwanda.

“No dialogue will take place with our aggressor as long as it occupies a portion of our territory,” Tshisekedi said, referring to Rwanda. He spoke during a meeting with diplomats in the Congolese capital of
Kinshasa.

“We will not accept any compromise,” he said.

Search continues as over 700 Genocide victims’ bodies discovered under houses in Huye (The New Times) By Aurore Teta Ufitiwabo 
February 5, 2024

The search for the remains of victims of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in Huye District increases as the total of bodies discovered under houses
climbs to 714, according to Ibuka, the umbrella organisation for Genocide survivors.

In an interview with, The New Times, Theodate Siboyintore, Ibuka’s representative in Huye District, revealed that the search, ongoing since October 2023, has generated different numbers.

“Initially, 313 bodies were dug up on the property of Jean Baptiste Hishamunda and Seraphine Dusabemariya, a father and daughter. However, as of February 4, the count rushed to 714. Notably, 401 remains
were discovered in the neighboring plot owned by Mediatrice Uwimana,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Rwanda Investigation Bureau (RIB) reported the arrest and remand of Uwimana and five other individuals for concealing information about the victims' remains.

Those currently remanded besides Uwimana include 86-year-old Hishamunda, Dusabemariya (61), Petero Habimana (89), Mariani Musasangohe (50), and Marie Josee Uwabega (53).

While Sifa Nyirakiromba (68) who was in the same dossier was granted bail.

Back in October 2023, the discovery unfolded when workers, constructing a fence around Hishamunda's compound in Ngoma sector, fell upon six bodies. Following exhumation efforts, including the
demolition of the main residential house, led to the unearthing of additional victims.

It is worth noting that the area was formerly inhabited by soldiers of the genocidal regime, one of whom was Hishamunda's son, currently serving a prison sentence for genocide crimes. Despite pleading guilty,
he withheld crucial information regarding the victims' remains.

Dusabemariya, who inherited the land from Hishamunda, initiated landscaping work that ultimately led to the discovery of the remains. Notably, Dusabemariya, Musangangohe, and Uwabega are children of
Hishamunda, while Habimana and Uwimana are Dusabemariya's neighbours.
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Somalia

Somalia-Ethiopia tensions only serve to embolden Al Shabaab (The East African) By Dr. Adam Aw Hirsi 
February 3, 2024

The breakdown of diplomatic relations between Ethiopia and Somalia has far-reaching consequences, extending beyond political instability and
strained economic ties.

Among deadliest of these consequences is how Al Qaeda-affiliated Al Shabaab terrorist group in the Horn of Africa is on the cusp to leverage the current tiff between Somalia and Ethiopia and make a renewed
ethnic and religious divisions and discord to advance their goals of wreaking perpetual havoc in East Africa and beyond.

Until January 1, 2024, when Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Muse Bihi, the leader of Somaliland region, granting Ethiopia 20 square kilometres of land
well inside Somalia, Mogadishu and Addis Ababa cooperated in the security sector like no other neighbouring countries in the region.

Ethiopian troops, operating outside of the African Union mandate, operated in Somalia, working hand-in-hand with the Somali National Security Forces and with minimal opposition from the communities in
which they served.

The co-operation spirit between the two countries was at its all-time high when, on December 6, 2023, the ministers of defence from both countries signed the renewal of a multidimensional MoU (security,
policing, intel sharing, etc) that the two countries have had for the past ten years.

Then, on January 1, everything changed. The deteriorated diplomatic cordiality and amity between Somalia and Ethiopia has created a vacuum for exploitation by Al Shabaab. The absence of effective
communication and collaboration between the two countries has the potential to undermine collective security efforts, leading to weakened intelligence-sharing coordination and a reduced ability to respond
swiftly to terrorist threats and attacks.

Al Shabaab might also exploit these vulnerabilities to facilitate movement, evade capture, and carry out cross-border attacks not only between Somalia and Ethiopia but also between the two and Kenya, thereby
worsening the already precarious stability of the region.

Al Shabaab, like all other criminal outfits roaming the world, thrives in environments of social division and political polarisation. The breakdown of diplomatic relations between Somalia and Ethiopia has
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Al Shabaab, like all other criminal outfits roaming the world, thrives in environments of social division and political polarisation. The breakdown of diplomatic relations between Somalia and Ethiopia has
already created an atmosphere of mistrust and animosity, social and ethnic grievances, and perceptions of historical injustices that were dormant in the quintessential Somali since Siad Barre administration
collapsed.

Exploiting those sentiments and grievances, al-Shabaab has already started to manipulate the situation and is primed to recruit youth in the name of religion and pan-Somalism. In other words, Al Shabaab will
fully exploit all the existing or professed fault lines to fuel violence and promote their deadly extremist ideologies.

The absence of an optimum relationship between Somalia and Ethiopia, two countries joined at the hip in many ways, undermines the overall international counter-terrorism efforts in the East Africa region. It
will waste the blood and treasure that many countries, Ethiopia being among the foremost, have sacrificed to make Somalia and the wider region a safer place to live and do business.

Co-operative intelligence sharing, joint military operations, and coordinated military engagement against Al Shabaab will likely become increasingly difficult, if not impossible, to execute.

In a region where soldiers from five countries, including Ethiopia, have been fighting a common enemy in Somalia, the breakdown of diplomacy between Somalia and Ethiopia will undoubtedly have severe
negative repercussions on the overall security prospects of not only both Somalia and Ethiopia, but also Kenya and Djibouti.

This will give Al Shabaab a badly needed new breathing and operating space in the region. Buoyed by the two countries losing sight of them, the Al Shabaab terrorists will be able to expand their operations,
presence, and relevance, posing a greater threat to both regional and global security.

To effectively respond to this situation and prevent any further escalation that will only benefit the terrorist organisation, realistic calculations are paramount.

As Somalia does not have a square metre to manoeuvre, Ethiopia must skilfully walk back, disown the MoU it inked with Hargeisa and, when the time is right, start engaging for commercial maritime access
with the Mogadishu-based national government, where Somaliland region is duly, if not overly, represented.

Between now and then, every acrimonious day between Somalia and Ethiopia will only serve as an undeserved boon for Al Shabaab.
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Ethiopia

UN Food Award for Ethiopia’s Premier Ignores Wartime Abuses (Human Rights Watch) By Laetitia Bader 
January 30, 2024

On January 28, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) awarded Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed the Agricola Medal, the
highest award from the agency’s Director-General, for Abiy’s “contribution to rural and economic development in Ethiopia.”

The award may come as a surprise given Ethiopia’s dire humanitarian crisis and reports of widespread food insecurity. Recent warnings by Ethiopia’s own disaster risk management commission and the
national food cluster that an estimated four million people need urgent food and nutrition assistance in Tigray, Afar, and Amhara, regions that have suffered from a devastating two-year-long armed conflict, as
well as in parts of Oromia and the country’s southern regions.

During the armed conflict in northern Ethiopia that began in November 2020, the UN named Ethiopia as one of six countries with people at risk of starvation. In Tigray, the risk was not a byproduct of war, but
rather the consequences of deliberate tactics adopted by Ethiopian government forces under Abiy.

Government and allied forces pillaged and attacked food systems, and in June 2021 authorities imposed an effective siege of Tigray. In September 2022, a report by an independent UN inquiry found that
Ethiopian government tactics to “deprive the population of Tigray of material services indispensable to its survival” amounted to the use of starvation as a weapon of war and crimes against humanity.
Throughout the conflict, world leaders, the UN and other international bodies did little to condemn these policies or take concrete measures to stop them, for example by triggering UN Security Council action
on conflict-induced famine.

Even after the government’s siege eased with the November 2022 ceasefire agreement, reports emerged that authorities were diverting food aid meant for the hungry. Following these reports, the World Food
Programme (WFP) and the US Agency for International Development announced in June 2023 that they would suspend food aid throughout the country.

Food insecurity continues in Tigray, Afar, as well as in Amhara, where ongoing fighting between Ethiopian government forces and armed groups is exacerbating needs.

For the millions of Ethiopians throughout conflict-affected areas struggling to address their basic needs, world leaders should recognize the reality of Ethiopia’s humanitarian catastrophe and the deliberate
government actions that contribute to that suffering.

Residents say Ethiopian soldiers kill more than 50 civilians in Amhara town (The Jerusalem Post) February 3, 2024

Ethiopian soldiers killed more than 50 civilians this week in a town in the Amhara region during house-to-house searches that followed fighting with
a local militia, three residents told Reuters.

The reported killings in the town of Merawi appeared to be among the deadliest incidents of the war, which erupted last July between the army and the Fano militia and has resulted in more than 200 deaths,
according to UN reports last year.

Spokespersons for Ethiopia's army and government and for the Amhara regional administration did not immediately respond to requests for comment about the reported killings in Merawi.

The incident followed clashes between the army and Fano on Monday, said three residents and a Fano fighter who participated in the fighting.

All spoke on condition of anonymity saying they feared reprisals. Reuters could not independently verify their accounts.

The state-appointed Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has documented a range of alleged abuses during the conflict, most of which it has attributed to government forces. These have included the
killing of civilians in house-to-house searches and air strikes, which Reuters has also documented.

The government has not responded to specific allegations of abuses during the Amhara conflict. It said in November that an EHRC report on the subject lacked balance and that the army's actions in the region
were aimed at ensuring law and order and the rights of citizens.

The EHRC office in Amhara's capital Bahir Dar said it had received reports of the killings in Merawi, a town of about 35,000 people, and was working "to verify and determine the magnitude of the civilian
casualties."

House-to-house killings After Fano fighters left Merawi, army soldiers began to go from house to house killing civilians, said the three residents, two of whom said they hid in their houses for hours. The third
was out of town at the time of the killings and said he spoke to neighbors about what had happened.

The first resident said he participated in the burial of 32 bodies in a single grave at a monastery and had been told by neighbors about the burial of 20 bodies in a rural area and 20 more in a Muslim cemetery.

The second resident said he saw 65 civilians buried. The third, who was out of town, said he had been told by a friend in Merawi that at least 51 civilians had been buried.

The residents said they believed the soldiers were punishing them for Fano's actions but said they had nothing to do with the militia.

The Amhara conflict broke out less than a year after the government reached a peace deal in November 2022 to end a two-year civil war in the neighboring Tigray region that killed tens of thousands of people.

Fano militiamen fought alongside the army against Tigrayan forces, but relations between the two sides quickly soured, in part due to the peace deal which the militiamen said left Amhara vulnerable to security
threats from neighboring regions.
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The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, War Crimes Chamber

Official Court Website [English translation]

Bosnian Serb Fighters Cleared of Wartime Persecution in Foca (Balkan Insight) February 06, 2024

The appeals chamber of the Bosnian state court in Sarajevo has delivered a second-instance verdict confirming the acquittal of Bosnian Serb wartime
fighters Spomenko Novovic and Borislav Pjano and rejecting a prosecution appeal as unfounded.

Under the first-instance verdict handed down in July last year, Novovic and Pjano were acquitted of involvement in detaining, inhumanely mistreating, robbing and killing Bosniak civilians in the villages of
Dragocava, Sube and Potpece from April to September 1992.

They were cleared of having committed the acts of persecution during a widespread and systematic attack by Bosnian Serb military, police and paramilitary units, of which they were members. The second-
instance verdict cannot be appealed.

First Srebrenica Genocide Convict Seeks Early Release Again (Balkan Insight) February 05, 2024

Radislav Krstic, wartime commander of the Bosnian Serb Army's Drina Corps, has asked the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals
in The Hague to grant him early release, arguing he is eligible because he has already served more than two-thirds of his 35-year sentence for his
role in the 1995 genocide of Bosniaks from Srebrenica.

The request to the UN court filed by Krstic's lawyers, Tomislav Visnjic and Vladimir Petrovic, said that he accepts the gravity of the crimes of which he was convicted and that he has apologised to the surviving
victims. It also said that Krstic intends to file a comprehensive declaration of acceptance of responsibility and remorse. In the request, his lawyers pointed out that Krstic is nearly 76 and in poor health, and
asked for his psychological condition, conduct and rehabilitation be evaluated so the head of the court can understand his need for an early release. The lawyers also recalled how, while serving his sentence in
Britain in 2010, Krstic was attacked and had to serve the rest of his sentence in a prison in Poland. His attackers, who were all serving murder sentences, were convicted by a British court and given additional
life terms. "Krstic claims that the injuries and trauma he suffered during the attack while in prison in the United Kingdom should be taken into account when considering his early release in this phase. This was
a far greater penalty than the one foreseen by the [Hague Tribunal's] Appeals Chamber [when sentencing Krstic]," his lawyers argued in the request to the court. The prosecution is opposing Krstic's early
release. It stated in a submission to the court that his request "is devoid of argument and filed without any evidentiary support". Previous requests from Krstic for early release have been rejected by the UN
court. Krstic was convicted in 2004 of aiding and abetting genocide — the first person to be sentenced for Srebrenica crimes by the Hague Tribunal. Since autumn last year, he has been serving his sentence at
the UN Detention Unit in The Hague after being transferred from Poland.
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Domestic Prosecutions In The Former Yugoslavia

Serb Fighters' Retrial for Strpci Wartime Abductions Delayed (Balkan Insight) January 30, 2024

The beginning on Tuesday of the retrial at Belgrade Higher Court in the case against Gojko Lukic, Dusko Vasiljevic, Jovan Lipovac and Dragana Djekic,
who are accused of involvement in the abduction and execution of 20 non-Serbs during the Bosnian war, was postponed until April.

The four wartime Serb fighters are being retried for their alleged role in the crime against 20 passengers who were seized from a train at Strpci station in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1993.

Lukic's lawyer told the court his client was not able to appear for health reasons.

This mirrored the situation in January 2019, when the original trial was due to start but was postponed for two months. The Strpci case has been dogged by delays since the defendants were indicted in 2018.

The captives, mainly Bosniaks, were seized from the train at Strpci and taken to a school in Prelovo, where they were physically assaulted.

They were then taken to a burned-out house in the village of Musici, where they were executed. The four defendants were convicted of participating in beating the captives in Prelovo and taking them to the
house in Musici.

The indictment, confirmed in 2018, said that Lukic, Vasiljevic and Djekic were members of the Avengers, a Serb paramilitary unit led by Milan Lukic, Gojko Lukic's brother. Lipovac, the other defendant in the
trial, was a Bosnian Serb Army soldier at the time of the crime.

Dusko Vasiljevic's brother Ljubisa was initially indicted alongside the other defendants but died in July 2021. The defendants were eventually convicted after around four years on trial, a process that suffered
delays because of arguments about the mental health and ability to testify of Mitrasin Glisic, a key prosecution witness whose testimony incriminated the four wartime fighters.

In February 2023, Belgrade Higher Court sentenced the defendants to a total of 35 years in prison.

But in October 2023, the Belgrade Court of Appeals quashed the first-instance verdict, saying it was "based on a significant violation of the provisions of the criminal procedure, because the first-instance court
failed to decide on the evidentiary proposals of the defence regarding the questioning of Milan Lukic, who commanded the Avengers unit… as well as on two others witnesses".

Serbia has been repeatedly criticised for its slow progress in prosecuting war crime cases. The European Commission's latest report on Serbia's progress towards EU accession said the country's "pace of
processing war crimes has significantly deteriorated in recent years".

Milan Lukic is currently in prison in Estonia after the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia sentenced him to life imprisonment for other crimes during the Bosnian war, but not for the
Strpci killings. He was indicted for Strpci by the Bosnian state prosecution in 2019. The elementary school in Prelovo where the victims were robbed and beaten was the same one that Lukic himself attended as
a child.

A BIRN analysis showed that, during the Belgrade trial, many of the defence witnesses tried to portray Lukic as being solely responsible for the Strpci crime.

Ten other wartime Bosnian Serb soldiers have already been convicted in Bosnia and in Montenegro of involvement in the crime.

The appeals chamber of the Bosnian state court in October 2023 confirmed the verdict that sentenced the former commander of the Interventions Company of the Bosnian Serb Army's Visegrad Brigade, Boban
Indjic, to 15 years in prison.

In October 2022, the Bosnian state court also found seven former soldiers from the Bosnian Serb Army's Second Podrinje Brigade guilty of involvement in the abductions and murders. The judge in the trial said
that Milan Lukic took part in the execution of 18 of the captured civilians.

A paramilitary volunteer from Serbia, Mico Jovicic, was sentenced to five years in prison by the Bosnian state court after making a plea bargain admitting his guilt in 2016.

Another paramilitary volunteer, Nebojsa Ranisavljevic, was sentenced to 15 years in prison for the Strpci crime by the Montenegrin court.
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Putin to visit Turkey in February, Kremlin says (Yahoo!News) January 24, 2023

Russian President Vladimir Putin is still planning to visit Turkey in February, the first time he has entered a NATO member state since launching his war on Ukraine in February 2022.

Russian President Vladimir Putin is still planning to visit Turkey in February, the first time he has entered a NATO member state since launching his
war on Ukraine in February 2022.

"Yes a visit is being organized," Putin's foreign affairs adviser in the Kremlin Yuri Ushakov told the news agency Interfax on Monday.

A date has not yet been announced.

The war in Ukraine will be a major topic of the talks, which Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan is likely to take part in.

Putin has been named a war crimes suspect by the International Criminal Court in The Hague and has largely avoided travelling abroad since the start of the war.

The 71-year-old faces a presidential election in March which he is almost certain of winning, but political commentators say he wants to show he can still be a statesman on the world stage.

Although there is an international arrest warrant out for him, there is no indication Turkey would arrest him.
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Armenia Formally Joins the ICC (Atlas News) February 3, 2024

As of February 1st, 2024, Armenia has formally joined the International Criminal Court (ICC), and the Rome Statute has gone into force. Due to an
arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin issued by the ICC in March of 2023, this now means that Armenia is legally obligated to arrest
Putin if he ever steps foot in Armenia. It was this same warrant that prevented Putin from attending the BRICS summit in South Africa in August, as
South Africa also would have been obligated to arrest him.

While Armenia had technically signed the Rome Statute in 1999, they never technically ratified it, citing "contradictions" between the Statute and the Armenian constitution. The vote to finally ratify it came in
October of 2023, with the statute just on February 1st coming into effect, with Armenia's parliament stating the contradictions had been solved in 2015, when the nation adopted a new constitution.

While Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry Peskov called the vote the "wrong decision", and the Russian Foreign Ministry called it an "unfriendly step", Armenia and its Prime Minister, Nikol Pashinyan, have insisted
the move was not directed at Russia, but rather to increase the nations' ability to pursue war crime charges against Azerbaijan.

A series of clashes and wars between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the past few years have produced evidence of significant war crimes, which Armenia has not had the ability to pursue any charges on. Their
stated purpose for officially joining the ICC is to give "Armenia serious tools to prevent war crimes and crimes against humanity on its territory", as stated by Yeghishe Kirakosyan, Armenia's international legal
representative.

An Unfriendly Step

While it can only be theorized if Armenia's decision was in part a slight against Russia, what is certain is that the two nations, recently claimed strong allies, have very quickly drifted apart. The drift has called
into question Armenia's future in the CSTO, a military alliance headed by Russia, that bears certain similarities to NATO. It is comprised of former Soviet states.

The drift is caused by a series of what Armenia says is failures by Russia to assist the nation against Azerbaijan in the face of several different attacks, as well as to protect Armenian civilians of the former self-
proclaimed Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), after an Azeri military offensive in September of 2023 prompted virtually all of the nations 120,000 Armenians to leave.

Artsakh is a disputed territory between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Though the region has been inhabited by Armenians and declared independence in 1991 as the Republic of Artsakh, it was internationally
recognized as and claimed by Azerbaijan.

The Azeri military offensive took place while several thousand Russian peacekeepers were stationed in Artsakh, who took no action to halt the Azeri offensive, something PM Pashinyan was very critical of.

Armenia itself has also suffered a number of direct attacks by Azerbaijan on its internationally recognized territory, prompting them to attempt to invoke a clause akin to NATO's article 5, attempting to call the
CSTO to their defence. The CSTO rejected the calls, however, forcing Armenia to in essence, fend for themselves. As such, at least 65km2 of Armenian territory remains occupied by Azerbaijan.

The CSTO has failed to even issue a formal condemnation of attacks launched by Azerbaijan on Armenia. Armenia has made moves to distance itself from the CSTO, partially out of protest for what they say is a
lack of action, and partially out of what they say is necessity to find other security partners, particularly as Azeri rhetoric towards Armenia becomes notably more aggressive.

"PREVIOUSLY, THIS PROBLEM WAS SIMPLE BECAUSE THERE WAS NO SUCH QUESTION AND THERE WAS NO DIFFICULTY IN CREATING A CONCEPT. PREVIOUSLY, 95-97% OF OUR DEFENSE
RELATIONS WERE WITH THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION. NOW THIS CANNOT BE FOR BOTH OBJECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE REASONS" -PM PASHINYAN, WHEN SPEAKING OF ARMENIA'S FUTURE
SECURITY RELATIONSHIP WITH RUSSIA

The distance growing between Armenia and Russia has not failed to have been capitalized upon by the West. Upon the October vote which ratified the Rome Statute, European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen stated that "the world is getting smaller for the autocrat in the Kremlin".

Limited Options

As Armenia seeks out new security partners to address its increasingly dire situation, a few names have stood out. France, the US, India, and Georgia.

Armenia and France's relationship has grown particularly strong as of late. Not only has France signed several defence contracts with Armenia, but they have also confronted Azerbaijan diplomatically.
Regarding the French supplying of weapons to Armenia, Azerbaijan has accused France of attempting to spawn a new war in the region. In September, Armenia and the US held military drills together, hosted
in Armenia. The move was strongly condemned by Russia. Armenia and the US have grown closer largely diplomatically. Although Armenia has discussed cooperation with Javier Colomina, the NATO Secretary
General's special representative for the Caucasus and Central Asia, no defence contracts have been signed between the US and Armenia, and no security guarantees exist between them.

Similarly, although France has warned Azerbaijan against any future military action against Armenia, they have fallen short of stating they will intervene on Armenia's behalf, instead stating that the
relationship between Europe and Azerbaijan will be "permanently altered". Although relations between many European countries and Azerbaijan have been strained as of late, Azeri suppliance of oil to Europe
has largely kept them in check, particularly after Europe chose Azerbaijan as one of the primary replacements for Russian oil.

Armenia and India have also signed a series of defence contracts, procuring an array of different weapons for the Armenian military, however these, of course, hold no security guarantees for Armenia.

On January 26th, Armenia and Georgia signed a "Strategic Partnership Agreement". While most of the finer details of this agreement are unknown, much of what is public is economic in nature, in addition to
Georgia putting itself forward as a potential mediator for peace processes between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

While Armenia's future in the CSTO is unclear, and speculation grows as to if they will eventually leave the alliance, it seems unlikely they will do so without first achieving security guarantees from a new
partner. Putin has stated that Armenia leaving the CSTO would "not be in Armenia's interests".

Recent Azeri rhetoric towards Armenian territory has made peace processes and relations suffer. In a video interview with Azeri TV, Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev referred to Armenia as "Western
Azerbaijan", stated that Yerevan was an "ancient Azerbaijani city" that was given to Armenia by the Soviets, and laid claim to 8 different villages within Armenia's borders that are in proximity to the Azeri
border.

Both in 2022 and 2023, Armenia and Azerbaijan had stated their respective hopes to sign a finalized peace agreement "by the end of the year". This, of course, did not happen in either year.
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Human Rights In Russia Plummet To Post-Soviet Low (Forbes) By Stuart Anderson
January 25, 2024

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has caused death and destruction and plunged human rights in Russia to a post-Soviet low. The war and Vladimir Putin's
grip on power also has clouded Russia's future. The government prosecutes critics of the war and hands down lengthy sentences. Many people have
lost hope Russia will ever become a normal democratic country that respects human rights.

Freedom House Human Rights Report

Freedom House paints a disturbing portrait of Russia under Vladimir Putin. "With loyalist security forces, a subservient judiciary, a controlled media environment, and a legislature consisting of a ruling party
and pliable opposition factions, the Kremlin manipulates elections and suppresses genuine dissent," according to the human rights organizations. "Russian forces invaded Ukraine in February 2022, with the
government curtailing rights and individual liberties even further to stifle domestic dissent."

Murderers Go Free, While Critics Are Sent To Penal Colonies

Several recent cases illustrate a disturbing truth in Russia today: The Russian government treats murderers more leniently than individuals criticizing Russia's leaders or the war in Ukraine.

Former police officer Sergei Khadzhikurbanov received a 20-year sentence in 2014 for murdering Novaya Gazeta journalist Anna Politkovskaya, a well-known writer who published stories on corruption and
war crimes in Chechnya. Khadzhikurbanov received a presidential pardon after being released from prison and fighting in Ukraine.

This is not an isolated case. "In recent weeks, Russian media have reported on multiple instances of convicted murderers in high-profile cases being released after serving only a fraction of their sentence after
serving on the front lines, including Vladislav Kanyus, who served less than a year of his 17-year sentence for the murder of his ex-girlfriend Vera Pekhteleva," according to CBS News. "Kanyus reportedly
tortured Pekhteleva for hours, inflicting 111 stab wounds and choking her with a cord."

The mercy displayed toward murderers contrasts with how Russian officials treat those engaged even in whimsical protests. "When Alexandra Skochilenko swapped price tags at a St. Petersburg supermarket
with statements criticizing Moscow's invasion of Ukraine and highlighting civilian deaths in the conflict, she didn't expect that it could lead to her imprisonment," reported the Moscow Times.

On November 16, 2023, a court sentenced Skochilenko, 33, an artist and musician, to seven years in a penal colony. "Despite being behind bars, I am freer than you. I can make my own decisions and speak my
mind," Skochilenko said in court.

Criticizing the war or the government in meaningful ways has become largely impossible in Russia. The extreme and unusual punishments inflicted on Alexei Navalny and Vladimir Kara-Murza make that clear.

Kara-Murza is a columnist for Washington Post Opinions and a lawful permanent resident of the United States who survived two poisonings. The Russian government sentenced him to years in prison on
charges of treason for delivering speeches about the Russian invasion of Ukraine. In an interview with Meduza, Evgenia Kara-Murza decried her husband's treatment and said "harsh sentences," torture and
"punitive psychiatry" have returned to the country.

In 2020, the Russian government poisoned outspoken Putin critic Alexei Navalny and imprisoned him after he returned to Russia following life-saving medical treatment in Germany. A series of prosecutions
have resulted in Navalny being sentenced to virtual life imprisonment.

"Russia doesn't have real elections most of all because it's basically illegal to be an opposition politician or activist or independent journalist anymore, not just because of manipulating rules at election time,"
notes Brian D. Taylor, a professor of political science at Syracuse University and author of The Code of Putinism.

Orwell's 1984 In Russia

George Orwell based his novel 1984 on the Soviet Union. Today, Russia has returned to many practices that inspired Orwell to write his famous book. Author Masha Karp writes about this phenomenon in
George Orwell and Russia.

Russian political prisoners recognize the Orwellian nature of Vladimir Putin's government. "And so, 'war is peace,' 'freedom is slavery,' and 'the Russian troops in Ukraine are there to protect international peace
and security.' Your honors, isn't it patently clear that all of us, both me and yourselves, are living in George Orwell's world, in his novel 1984?" said Oleg Orlov, a Russian political prisoner, in a courtroom during
his trial in October 2023.

Russian authorities convicted and fined Orlov, a founder of the group human rights group Memorial, which received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022.

"What a remarkable time warp! In real history, the year 1984 proved to be the year when change started in the USSR," said Orlov. "Perestroika, followed by the democratic revolution of 1991—it seemed, then,
that changes would be irreversible. But thirty-something years down the line, we're suddenly back in 1984."

Exporting Human Abuses

Russian authorities have exported human rights abuses to Ukraine and Belarus. In Ukraine, Russian troops have bombed hospitals and civilians as a matter of course and committed thousands of abuses
against Ukrainian soldiers and average citizens.

Mass protests threatened to topple Aleksandr Lukashenko's dictatorship in Belarus after he remained in power following an election that polls showed he lost. Vladimir Putin's support ensured Lukashenko's
survival since the Russian leader could not abide a democratic Belarus next door to Russia. In exchange for keeping him in power, Lukashenko permitted Russia to launch its invasion of Ukraine from Belarus
and helped the Russian government kidnap thousands of Ukrainian children.

An October 2023 United Nations report on Russian actions in Ukraine found widespread atrocities. It concluded, "Russian authorities have committed the war crimes of willful killing, torture, rape and other
sexual violence, and the deportation of children to the Russian Federation. The Commission's investigations confirmed its previous finding that Russian authorities have used torture in a widespread and
systematic way in various types of detention facilities which they maintained."

Given how Russia abuses the rights of its own citizens, Ukraine's democratically elected government believes it has valid reasons not to cede territory and abandon Ukrainians living on land Russian soldiers
now control. Russian authorities have tortured Ukrainians and ruled as conquerors in the Ukrainian territories Russian soldiers have occupied. Military analysts note there is no evidence that Russian leaders
would be satisfied with only 20% of Ukraine. That means such a sacrifice is unlikely to end the war.

Analysts say that as long as the war continues and Vladimir Putin remains in power, the prospects are bleak for freedom and human rights in Russia.

ANALYSIS: Are Russia's Crimes Against Ukraine Premeditated Genocide? (Kyiv Post) By Ihor Solovei
January 29, 2024

Mass murders in Bucha and Izyum; missile attacks on the railway station in Kramatorsk and the village of Hroza in Kharkiv Oblast; the destruction of
Mariupol with the bombing of the maternity hospital and the Drama Theatre, with parents and children hiding in the basements…

This list of Russian crimes against Ukraine's civilian population in 2023-24 is very far from being complete. Are these crimes accidental excessive acts? Or is it part of the policy of the Putin regime, the purpose
of which is the genocide of all Ukrainians? The Centre for Strategic Communication and Information Security sought an answer to this question in the study "Genocidal Rhetoric of the Russian Regime." Proving
genocide is not easy In general, among the list of crimes under international law, genocide is the most serious, and proving it in court is an extremely difficult task. Therefore, identifying genocidal rhetoric of
the authorities is an important step in proving the intention to commit genocide in their actions. To begin with, what is meant by the term genocidal rhetoric? Its components are the actual calls for genocide;
approval or neutral coverage of crimes against a group (in our case, Ukrainians) subjected to genocide; as well as the use of euphemisms (mitigating or masking expressions that are used instead of words that
are perceived as undesirable). They are commonly used to dehumanize victims and justify crimes against them. The components of the crime of genocide are not only the murder of representatives of a certain
national, ethnic, or religious group, but also inflicting serious physical or mental damage on its members, the deliberate creation of living conditions aimed at its destruction, as well as the forcible transfer of
children to another group. Therefore, to understand whether the Russian regime really intends to commit the genocide of Ukrainians, the Centre analyzed Russian legislation, public statements by Russian
President Putin and other representatives of the regime, as well as the content of national media and school textbooks for the presence of genocidal rhetoric. Since school textbooks are created on the order and
under the control of the government, they convey its official position. As a result, it turned out that Russian legislation contains a number of provisions aimed at discriminating against both citizens of Russia of
Ukrainian ethnic origin and Ukrainians in the occupied territories. In Russia, the activities of Ukrainian organizations are prohibited, and administrative and criminal liability is provided for involvement in
them. The Ukrainian language has been ousted from the public space, there is a total Russification of education, which is a component of linguocide. In addition, during the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the
Russian authorities adopted a number of documents, creating a legal basis for committing crimes that are components of genocide. These are: restrictions on the rights of Ukrainians who have not received a
Russian passport, forced deportations of Ukrainians from the occupied territories. The Kremlin regime pays special attention to the deportation of children. It was for the unlawful transfer of Ukrainian children
from Ukraine that the International Criminal Court issued a warrant for the arrest of Putin and the Russian children's ombudsman Maria Lvova-Belova. Dehumanizing Ukrainians We are also witnessing how
Russian propaganda does not stop dehumanizing and demonizing Ukrainians and producing threats of the use of weapons of mass destruction and calls for murder. Genocidal rhetoric is resorted to not only by
participants in propaganda talk shows or administrators of anonymous Telegram channels. The non-recognition of Ukrainians as a separate people entitled to their own national identity and sovereign state is
part of the rhetoric of the authorities. To this end, Putin and his subordinates resort to pseudoscientific reflections on the origin of the words Ukraine and Ukrainians (deriving them from the Russian word
"outskirts"), on the "false nature" of the Ukrainian language. These statements allegedly are to prove that Ukrainians and Russians are "one people." The non-recognition of the Ukrainian people can also be
found in official documents. In particular, the documents which the Kremlin uses to try to legally formalize the illegal attempts to annex the occupied territories mention the mythical "people of Kherson
Oblast," "people of Zaporizhzhia Oblast," "people of Crimea," as well as "peoples of the LPR/DPR." Representatives of the Russian authorities regularly call Ukrainians Nazis, fascists (sometimes with the prefix
neo-), nationalists and Banderites. All these terms in Russian political discourse are interchangeable and have a pronounced negative connotation. They are used as euphemisms to dehumanize Ukrainians,
justify aggression and other crimes. Dmitry Medvedev, the ex-president of Russia and the current deputy chairman of the Russian Security Council, follows the rhetoric of the Rwandan Radio of a Thousand
Hills, when he compares Ukrainians with cockroaches and pigs (and calls Ukraine's international partners Western swineherds) on his Telegram channel. The state-owned media publish materials that not only
repeat the same rhetoric, but also rationalize the genocide of Ukrainians and contain specific recommendations for its implementation. The most notable example is the article "What Russia Should Do with
Ukraine," published on the Ria Novosti website on April 3, 2022. Its author, political strategist Timofey Sergeitsev, insists on the need for the physical extermination of the Ukrainian political class and the
military, mass repression, ethnic cleansing and total de-Ukrainianization, which should even include the rejection of the word Ukraine. The texts of Sergeitsev and his associates actually decipher the term
denazification in the sense in which it is used by Putin and other representatives of the regime. It is about the prohibition of Ukrainian national identity and the physical destruction of its bearers. School
textbooks on the history of Russia contribute to the formation of students' biases, characterized by a negative attitude towards Ukrainians, who are portrayed as persons incapable of creating their own state and
carriers of a culture that is inferior to the Russian one. Supporters of independence and the European vector of Ukraine's development are traitors and enemies according to the authors of textbooks. Key
statements of state propaganda about the Revolution of Dignity as a coup d'état, Ukrainian Nazis, and the artificiality of Ukrainian identity have been transferred to the pages of textbooks for high school
students. Part of the content of the educational literature was the conspiracy theory that Ukrainians were allegedly "invented by the Austrian General Staff" to divide the "united Russian people." The authors of
the textbooks, as well as the Kremlin, deny the artificial and genocidal nature of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, diminish its scale and justify the organizers. This can also be considered a component of
genocidal rhetoric. It finds that the policy of the Russian state is aimed at creating conditions for the commission of the crime of genocide against Ukrainians, justifying this crime and persuading the Russian
society to support it (by appealing to the "restoration of historical justice" and branding Ukrainians as "Nazis"). The existence of the Ukrainian nation is denied at the state level, and the bearers of Ukrainian
identity are dehumanized with the help of euphemisms. State media regularly publish materials aimed at justifying and rationalizing the genocide of Ukrainians and the destruction of the Ukrainian state.
Russian legislation contains a number of discriminatory regulations and provisions against Ukrainians that legalize the practice of genocide. Therefore, this study of the Centre for Strategic Communication will
be included by the Ukrainian Prosecutor General's Office in the criminal case on the investigation of Russia committing the crime of genocide. Ihor Solovei is Head of the Centre for Strategic Communication
and Information Security in Kyiv.

International Criminal Court rejects Russia's objections to Ukraine's lawsuit (Anadolu Agency) By Elena Teslova
February 2, 2024

The International Criminal Court on Friday rejected Russia's objections on the admissibility of Ukraine's lawsuit against Moscow under the Genocide
Convention.

At a preliminary hearing in the Hague, the court announced that it considers the case to be under its jurisdiction and will hear it.

"The Court decided by 15 votes to one that it has jurisdiction to consider the case, based on Article 9 of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide," Judge Joan Donohue said at a hearing
that was broadcast life.

Kyiv filed a lawsuit against Russia in February 2022 after Moscow launched its "special military operation" in Ukraine.

In March 2022, the court called on Russia to suspend its military operation on the territory of Ukraine and also called on both sides to refrain from any actions that could delay the trial.

In October 2023, Russia raised preliminary objections to the jurisdiction of the court and the admissibility of Ukraine's application.

ANALYSIS: Stealing Ukraine's Children: a War Crime — Part 1 (Kyiv Post) By Irene Jarosewich
February 3, 2024

On Jan. 25, 2024, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) approved a resolution with regard to the situation of Ukrainian
children in Europe, including those abducted and subjected to Russian efforts to erase the children's identity, as well as those who have found refuge
in the countries of the European Union and are in need of protection and refuge. The resolution was supported unanimously by the 85 members of
PACE. In a strong step in support of the Ukrainian government's case against Russia in the International Court of Justice for the crime of genocide
introduced on Feb. 26, 2022, the PACE decision calls on the national parliaments of all Council of Europe member states to adopt positions
"condemning the war crimes against children and recognizing deportations, forcible transfers, and unjustifiable delay in repatriation of Ukrainian
children… as a crime of genocide."

In a related matter, for several weeks, Ukrainian officials have been condemning a decision by the Russian government to "fast-track" the adoption of abducted Ukrainian children by Russian families. On Jan.
4, 2024, a "citizenship decree" was signed by Russia's president to simplify the process of granting Russian citizenship to "foreign nationals and stateless persons." Officials in Kyiv drew attention to a
contentious section that orphaned Ukrainian children, or those without parental guardianship (i.e., forcibly separated from their parents following Russia's invasion of Ukrainian territory) can be swiftly
assigned Russian citizenship via presidential decision.

While theft and stealing may not be legal terms, they do accurately reflect the truth. Stated simply: Russia is stealing Ukraine's children.

The heroic and outstanding resistance of Ukraine to Russia's massive invasion in February 2022 rapidly brought Ukraine into world consciousness. This emergence also brought to the forefront the horrific
consequences of this brutal war: tens of thousands of dead, purposeful destruction of civilian infrastructure, permanent physical injuries, psychological trauma, and economic disaster. Also, among the horrific
consequences is an ever-lengthening list of war crimes.

International law states that certain actions taken during times of war are particularly heinous, such as the intentional killing of POWs, purposeful denial of food and water to captives, torture, mutilation, rape,
and sexual violence, the deportation and forcible transfer of civilians — adults and children.

Towards the end of summer 2022, news emerged from Ukraine that parents living in Ukrainian territories occupied by Russia that spring had been convinced by Russian occupying forces to send their children
to Russian summer camps. Parents were given assurances by the occupiers that their children would be safe, away from the dangers of war. Rightly, or wrongly, thousands of parents believed this lie and sent
their children to what they believed to be a temporary reprieve from danger.

As the beginning of the school year approached, parents learned that their children would not be returned. Russia would hold on to their children, ostensibly for the children's well-being. The angry reaction by
parents to the 2022 summer camp swindle brought to the forefront an up-until-then low-key, but ongoing war crime: Russia had been stealing Ukraine's children since 2014, after the first invasion of Ukraine
and occupation of Luhansk, Donetsk, and Crimea.

The media uses various terms to describe Russia's crimes against Ukraine's children: kidnapping, removal, taking, abduction. None adequately names the crime. Kidnapping is the most inaccurate since the
term implies that the child will be returned, which is not Russia's intent. The terms removal and taking lack specificity. Abduction, while accurate, does not convey the depth of the crime. While theft and
stealing may not be legal terms, they do accurately reflect the truth.

Stated simply: Russia is stealing Ukraine's children.

In violation of international law, as outlined in the Geneva Conventions, Russia forcibly transfers and deports children. Forcible transfer involves the moving of children within one territory — in this case from
one occupied location to another in Ukraine, such as from Russian-occupied Mariupol to Russian-occupied Crimea. Deportation means the moving of children across the border into Russia proper. According to
Article 147 under the Fourth Geneva Convention, the forcible transfer and deportation of children is a war crime, and one of the factors in determining the broader crime of genocide.

While parents may have sent their children willingly to camps, the bait-and-switch denying them a return is unlawful, a basis for the accusation of a war crime.

Although broad awareness about the theft of children from Ukraine did not arise until later in 2022, already in April of that year, Ukraine's then Commissioner for Human Rights Liudmyla Denisova alerted the
United Nation's Committee on the Rights of the Child and other international watch groups that more than 121,000 children had been abducted from Ukraine in less than two months. By mid-summer, the
number had more than doubled to 276,000. Denisova warned that children were being taken not for humanitarian relief or medical aid, as claimed by Russia, but in accordance with a Russian government plan
to make these children available for adoption by Russian families and assimilated into Russian society, a strategy to depopulate Ukraine.

Throughout 2022, information about Russian war crimes began to appear regularly in international outlets — in no small part because Russia continually boasted about such actions, twisting the truth, and
identifying deportation as "rescues," deportees as "refugees," and the abduction of children as a "humanitarian" gesture.

In a July 13, 2022, statement US Secretary of State Antony Blinken noted that Russia claimed that between 900,000 to 1.6 million Ukrainians, among them hundreds of thousands of children, had been
"rescued" and transported to remote regions of Russia's Far East in the four months since the start of the February invasion. Denying Russia's characterization of these deportations as "rescues" Blinken said:
"Children are separated from their parents, their Ukrainian passports confiscated, they are issued Russian passports." As such, they are prevented re-entry into Ukraine in "an apparent effort to change the
demographic makeup of parts of Ukraine."

On Aug. 16, 2022, Interfax Russia reported that a top Russian military authority stated officially that 556,000 children had been taken from the Donbas region to Russia proper since 2014.

In keeping with the mandates of the Genocide Convention, when informed, countries are obligated to forestall and prevent actions that conform to genocidal intent.

In November 2022, Amnesty International (AI) released a report "Like a Prison Convoy: Russia's Unlawful Transfer of Civilians in Ukraine and Abuses During 'Filtration,'" which detailed how Russian and
Russian-controlled forces transferred and deported civilians from occupied Ukraine further into Russian-controlled areas or into Russia itself. Adults were jammed into "filtration camps," forced through hostile
interrogations and an abusive screening process. As in Blinken's statement, the AI report also underscored children, regardless of age, were separated from their families, in violation of international law.

"Russia's Systematic Program for the Re-education and Adoption of Ukraine's Children" was the report released in February 2023 by The Ukraine Conflict Observatory (Conflict Observatory), a US State
Department supported program within the Yale School of Public Health. The comprehensive study focused specifically on the topic of Russia's deportation of minors. Also in February, the Estonian-based
International Center for Defense Studies (ICDS) released their report, "The Stolen Children: How Russia Attempts to Kidnap Ukraine's Future."

Conflict Observatory findings were sobering in the level of detail. Russia had forcibly transferred and deported Ukrainian children between the ages of 4 months and 17 years. In Russia and Russian-occupied
Crimea, the report identified 43 "patriotism camps" in which Ukrainian children were put through Russian "patriotism programs." These programs sought to integrate "children from Ukraine into the Russian
government's vision of national culture, history, and society." Patriotism programs include "the mandatory speaking of Russian, forced recitation of disparaging statements about Ukraine and Ukrainians,
requirements to sing the Russian national anthem, and praise of Russia's president, Vladimir Putin." The report's comprehensive research methodology included analysis of satellite images that identified the
location of the patriotism camps scattered throughout Russia.

The conclusions of both reports pointed towards Russia's genocidal intent to eradicate Ukraine and Ukrainians: the Russian government developed a sophisticated plan to remove children from Ukraine, and
then offer Ukrainian children to Russian families for adoption, even if the children were known not to be orphans. This policy of forcible transfer, deportation, and re-education of Ukrainian children is
orchestrated purposefully at all levels of the Russian government, both reports stated.

Findings were presented at a special session "Violations of the Right of the Child" at the United Nations in late February 2023. Daria Herasymchuk, Ukraine's Commissioner for Children's Rights and Child
Rehabilitation, bluntly called on all actors in the international community to join in rescuing deported Ukrainian children. She reminded those present that such actions are "one of the components of the crime
of genocide against the Ukrainian people" and, in keeping with the mandates of the Genocide Convention, when informed, countries are obligated to forestall and prevent actions that conform to genocidal
intent.

In their Spring 2023 report, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) strongly condemned the forced "russification" of deported children, noting that the russification process was "clearly
being planned and organized in a systematic way" as state policy and had the abhorrent aim of "annihilating every link to, and feature of, the children's Ukrainian identity."

On April 30, the UN Security Council held a meeting on the "Abduction and Deportation of Children During Armed Conflict." Contrary to the UN norm, the session was not broadcast on UN WebTV. Russia, a
permanent member of the UN Security Council, objected to the webcast on this specific topic. In this manner, the hearing would not become part of the UN video archive. (In protest, the Permanent Mission of
the United States to the United Nations streamed the session live on YouTube).
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Grotian Moment: The International War Crimes Trial Blog

US Strikes in Iraq and Syria Kill About 40, Including Civilians (Scheerpost) By Kyle Anzalone
February 4, 2024

A massive US bombing campaign struck scores of targets in Iraq and Syria with over 100 bombs, leaving about 40 people dead, including civilians.
President Joe Biden ordered the strikes as tensions in the Middle East are rapidly escalating.

On Friday, US Central Command announced the “military forces struck more than 85 targets, with numerous aircraft to include long-range bombers flown from United States. The airstrikes employed more
than 125 precision munitions.”

On Saturday, Baghdad reported that 16 Iraqis, including civilians, were killed. The UK-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights claimed that the Syria strikes had killed 23 militia fighters. The Syrian
Defense Ministry said militants and civilians were killed without providing a figure.

Baghdad and Damascus issued statements blasting Washington over the strikes. Last week, three American soldiers were killed in Jordan near the Syrian border with a drone. Biden vowed to respond to the
deaths of the American troops by striking Iranian-linked targets in the Middle East.

The White House did not seek Congressional authorization for starting the war. Additionally, the White House admitted it could not directly link Tehran to the strike in Jordan. It does not appear that any
Iranians were killed by US forces on Friday. In a separate incident, one Iranian officer was reported killed in Syria, likely by an Israeli air strike that took place before the American attack.

National Security Council Spokesman John Kirby said the strikes were aimed at de-escalating tension in the regions. However, The Islamic Resistance of Iraq conducted retaliatory strikes the next day against
bases housing US soldiers.

The Islamic Resistance of Iraq and other Shia militias that operate in the region began targeting bases housing US soldiers in mid-October in response to the Israel onslaught in Gaza. The White House is
fighting a war with similar roots against the Houthis in Yemen. While Israel has used American weapons to unleash widespread destruction and massive death on Gaza, the White House has continued to
defend Tel Aviv’s rampant war crimes in the Strip.
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US retaliatory strikes on Iran-backed targets in Iraq, Syria intensify regional tensions (Medya News) February 3, 2024

Following a drone attack in Jordan that killed three US troops, the United States executed widespread airstrikes on Iran-backed facilities in Iraq and
Syria, significantly escalating regional tensions. These strikes, larger than any previous actions since October, were in direct response to the attack
and ongoing assaults on US forces, protesting Israel’s war in Gaza.

The US military action targeted 85 sites, employing over 125 precision-guided munitions, including attacks by B-1 bombers from Dyess Air Force Base, Texas. The operation aimed at command and control
centres, logistics hubs, and weapons storage used by Iran-backed militias, marking a robust US stance against the growing threat from these groups.

The strikes resulted in at least 16 deaths in Iraq, including civilians, and significant damage in Syria, sparking warnings of “unforeseen consequences” from both nations. The US’ actions, perceived as violations
of sovereignty, have drawn criticism from Iraq, Syria, and Iran, heightening fears of further instability in the Middle East.

Amid these developments, the UK expressed steadfast support for the US’ right to self-defence, while the EU’s foreign policy chief Josep Borrell urged for de-escalation.

As Secretary of State Antony Blinken prepares for a diplomatic tour in the Middle East, the focus remains on fostering ceasefires and addressing the humanitarian situation in Gaza, amidst a backdrop of
intensified conflict and calls for a comprehensive response to protect US personnel and interests.
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Yemen Houthi rebels fire a missile at a US warship, escalating worst Mideast sea conflict in decades (KNOP News 2) By The Associated Press 
January 27, 2024

Yemen’s Houthi rebels launched a missile Friday at a United States warship patrolling the Gulf of Aden, forcing it to shoot down the projectile, and
struck a British vessel as their aggressive attacks on maritime traffic continue.

The attack on the U.S. warship, the destroyer USS Carney, marked a further escalation in the biggest confrontation at sea the U.S. Navy has seen in the Middle East in decades, as Houthi missile fire set another
commercial vessel ablaze Friday night.

Early Saturday local time, U.S. forces conducted a strike against a Houthi anti-ship missile that was aimed into the Red Sea and prepared to launch, the U.S. military’s Central Command said.

The Houthis’ Al-Masirah satellite news channel said the strikes happened near the port city of Hodeida, but offered no assessment of their damage.

The Carney attack represents the first time the Houthis directly targeted a U.S. warship since the rebels began their assaults on shipping in October, a U.S. official said on condition of anonymity because no
authorization had been given to discuss the incident.

Later Friday, the British military’s United Kingdom Maritime Operations, which oversees Mideast waterways, acknowledged a vessel had been struck by a missile and was on fire in the Gulf of Aden.

Houthi military spokesperson Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree did not acknowledge the Carney attack, but claimed the missile attack on the commercial vessel that set it ablaze. He identified the vessel as the Marshall
Islands-flagged tanker Marlin Luanda.

Central Command late Friday confirmed the Marlin Luanda was struck by a single anti-ship ballistic missile fired from Houthi-controlled Yemen. The Carney and other coalition ships responded and were
rendering assistance toward the stricken ship. Central Command said no injuries were reported.

The Houthis’ now direct attacks on U.S. warships are the most aggressive escalation of its campaign in the Red Sea since the Israel-Hamas war broke out. The U.S. has tried to temper its descriptions of the
Houthis’ strikes, and said it is difficult to determine what exactly the Houthis are trying to hit in part try to prevent the conflict from becoming a wider regional war.

The U.S. and allies had also held off for weeks on striking Houthi weapons sites in Yemen, but they are now taking regular action, often destroying launch sites that are armed but have not fired, and are deemed
an imminent threat.

Despite the Carney being directly targeted, Central Command said the Houthis fired “toward” the Carney. The Carney shot down the anti-ship ballistic missile, it said.

Acknowledging Friday’s assault as a direct attack on a U.S. warship is important, said Brad Bowman, a senior director at the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies.

“They’re now finally calling a spade a spade, and saying that, yeah, they’re trying to attack our forces, they’re trying to kill us,” he said.

Tempering the language and response, while aimed at preventing a wider war, has had the opposite effect of further emboldening the Houthis, Bowman said.

The attacks were the latest assaults by the rebels in their campaign against ships traveling through the Red Sea and surrounding waters, which has disrupted global trade amid Israel’s war on Hamas in the Gaza
Strip.

The U.S. and Britain have launched multiple rounds of airstrikes since the Houthi attacks began targeting Houthi missile depots and launcher sites in Yemen, a country that’s been wracked by conflict since the
rebels seized the capital, Sanaa, in 2014.

Since November, the rebels have repeatedly targeted ships in the Red Sea, saying they were avenging Israel’s offensive in Gaza against Hamas. But they have frequently targeted vessels with tenuous or no clear
links to Israel, imperiling shipping in a key route for global trade between Asia, the Mideast and Europe.

Since the airstrike campaign began, the rebels now say they’ll target American and British ships as well. On Wednesday, two American-flagged ships carrying cargo for the U.S. Defense and State departments
came under attack by the Houthis, forcing an escorting U.S. Navy warship to shoot some of the projectiles down.

The U.S. Navy’s top Mideast commander told the AP on Monday that the Houthi attacks were the worst since the so-called Tanker War of the 1980s. It culminated in a one-day naval battle between Washington
and Tehran, and also saw the U.S. Navy accidentally shoot down an Iranian passenger jet, killing 290 people in 1988.

Houthis say struck British oil ship in Gulf of Aden (IFP News) January 27, 2024

The Yemeni troops “carried out an operation targeting a British oil tanker ‘Marlin Luanda’ in the Gulf of Aden, using a number of appropriate naval
missiles”, Saree said in a video statement on Friday.

“The hit was direct, leading to its burning,” he added.

Over the past month, the Houthis have been staging many such strikes against Israeli vessels or those bound for the occupied Palestinian territories’ ports.

The operations have been described as a response to the October 7, 2023-present war and siege that the Israeli regime has been waging against Gaza following an operation carried out by the Palestinian
territory’s resistance movements.

More than 26,000 Palestinians, some 70 percent of whom are women, children, and adolescents, have been killed in the brutal onslaught so far, while upwards of 64,100 others have been injured.

Saree stated the forces would continue their operations “until the aggression is stopped and food and medicine are allowed [to flow towards] the besieged Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip”.

The United States and the UK have also conducted several missile attacks against Yemeni targets in response to the Yemeni strikes.

“The Yemeni Armed Forces affirm their adoption of all military measures within the right to defend beloved Yemen and to emphasize the ongoing practical solidarity with the Palestinian people,” the
spokesperson continued.

In a televised speech on Thursday, Yemen’s Houthi leader Abdel-Malik al-Houthi said the targeting of ships linked to Israel will continue until aid reaches the Palestinian people in Gaza.

He added the main reason for the continuation of Zionist crimes is America’s position.

“America insists that Gaza remain under complete siege and the Rafah crossing stays closed. America insists that the aid and supplies needed by the Palestinian people do not enter Gaza,” he continued, stating,
“America sends its officers to the region to manage Zionist crimes. America is directly involved in the starvation of the Palestinian people. Not only are they starting them, but they are giving bombs to Israel to
kill them.”

“America’s escalation against our country has a heavy price for them from an economic point of view, and it will also have negative results in the expansion of the scope of the war,” al-Houthi said.

The US, he added, does not care about endangering shipping and turning the Red Sea into a battlefield, nor does it have any problem with expanding the scope of the war and intensifying the situation in the
region.

“It is the actions of the United States and the United Kingdom that are a danger to navigation and a violation of the sovereignty of the countries of the Red Sea region,” he said.

Since the beginning of Yemen’s operations in the Red Sea, 4,874 merchant ships have passed through the Red Sea, which is a high number, al-Houthi added.

“We only target Israeli ships. Our goal is to exert pressure to deliver food and medicine to the Palestinian people and to prevent Zionist crimes,” he continued.

Any escalation by America and England will have opposite results, al-Houthi asserted, saying it will not “affect our will and determination”.

Yemen: Judge Arrested After Criticizing Houthis (Human Rights Watch) January 30, 2024

The Houthis have arrested a judge in Sanaa, Yemen’s capital, most likely because of his posts on X, formally Twitter, criticizing Houthi actions in the
Red Sea, Human Rights Watch said today. The Houthis, also known as Ansar Allah, threaten, detain, and imprison people who criticize them in the
areas of Yemen that they control.

“While the Houthis are busy promoting an image to the world that they are defending Palestinians in Gaza against Israel’s atrocities, they are ruthlessly silencing Yemenis under their rule who dare to criticize
them,” said Niku Jafarnia, Yemen and Bahrain researcher at Human Rights Watch. “The demand of fundamental human rights for Palestinians also applies to Yemenis.”

Houthi forces arrested the judge, Abdulwahab Qatran, on January 2, 2024, at his house in Sanaa. Qatran’s son, Mohammed, posted a video on X in which he said that forces belonging to the Houthi Security
and Intelligence department arrived at the family’s home around 10:00 a.m., entered their house by force, threatened the judge and his family, and forced them into waiting military vehicles. Security and
Intelligence agents then held and interrogated them for hours.

They then arrested Judge Qatran and took him to an undisclosed location, while releasing the rest of his family. Mohammed said in the video that the Houthis took the family’s phones and computers and had
not returned them. In the video’s background, books, papers, and other household items are scattered across the floor, which Mohammed said happened during the arrest.

As security forces took the family away, the forces showed neighbors who were watching bottles of alcohol that they had allegedly discovered, justifying the judge’s arrest by claiming that he was making and
drinking alcohol.

“[Houthi forces] showed us alcohol bottles that we’ve never seen—they claimed they found them in our house,” Mohammed said. “Huge amounts of alcohol in so many different kinds that I’ve never seen
before.”

Human Rights Watch spoke to Qatran’s son and three other people familiar with Qatran’s case who said they believed he was arrested because of his criticism of the Houthis, and not for reasons related to
alcohol. Human Rights Watch reviewed five videos recorded by his son and posted online, as well as other materials published by other human rights activists and civil society organizations.

A man who met with the Security and Intelligence Department about Qatran’s case told Human Rights Watch that initially, the department told him that the judge’s arrest had been related to alcohol. However,
he said that later in the meeting, an official told him: “If you have a rooster that bothers you by his yelling all the time, what you will do with it?” “That was when we knew his arrest was because of his political
and rights activism,” the man said.

Judge Qatran is well known for his positions against the Houthis and their policies. He had previously written several posts on his X account about the Houthis’ human rights violations. “You are not entitled on
behalf of Yemenis to fight anyone, do you understand?!” the judge wrote on X on December 31, 2023. A pro-Houthi account wrote a post shortly afterward calling out Qatran by name, saying: “Today is not like
yesterday, today our battle is directly with the U.S. and there is no place for hypocrites like you … You have to choose either to stand with the state or with the Americans.”

Riyadh al-Dubai, a human rights activist, told Human Rights Watch: “Although Qatran is a judge, he refused to go to work because of his position against [the] Houthis’ policies and the way they run
governmental institutions.” He said that the Houthis arrested Qatran because of his broader political and legal activism and that his posts about the Red Sea attacks “were just the straw that broke the camel's
back.”

“The Houthis have nothing to do with the war in Gaza,” Dubai said. “They’re just utilizing the Palestinian cause to run from their internal obligations toward the Yemenis ... [including] providing salaries and
services to people under their control.”

After the initial arrest, Houthi authorities did not tell Judge Qatran’s family where they had taken him for three days. On January 5, a friend of the judge went to the Security and Intelligence Department office,
where they told him that Judge Qatran was detained at their office, and that his family could visit him.

However, when Mohammed and his uncle went to visit the judge, the authorities only allowed Mohammed to enter. Family members had not been allowed to visit or speak to him after that, Mohammed said in
videos, until January 28, when Qatran’s other son, Ahmed, received a 20-second phone call in which Qatran told him “I’m dead.”

On January 15 and 18, Mohammed submitted official complaints to the Houthis’ Supreme Judicial Council and to the Houthis’ human rights minister, respectively, demanding his father’s release. He has not
received a response.

Arresting a person without a warrant and clear charges is a violation under the Yemeni Criminal Procedures law, article 132. Judges also have additional legal protections under Yemeni law. The 1991 Yemeni
Law of Judicial Authority, article 87, says that “judges shouldn’t be arrested or detained temporarily unless there is an official warrant from the supreme judicial council.”

Judge Qatran’s arrest is one apparent example of a broader pattern of Houthi crackdowns on people’s rights to freedom of expression, as well as a pattern of abuse against activists and perceived political
opponents. Houthi forces have arbitrarily detained, disappeared, assaulted, and tortured activists, journalists, and students, and have often charged them with unsubstantiated violations unrelated to free
expression, in violation of their rights to a fair trial, liberty, and security.

Most recently, the Houthis sentenced to death Fatima al-Arwali, a 35-year-old human rights activist who was forcibly disappeared by Houthi forces in Taizz on August 12, 2022, on charges of espionage. Arwali
has not been provided with adequate access to legal counsel, and authorities have repeatedly denied her family members’ requests to visit her and call her.

Houthis have also systematically arrested and disappeared Bahais and forced them into exile, including most recently when they forcibly disappeared 17 people attending a Bahai gathering. As of January 25,
five of these 17 people remained arbitrarily detained.

In their 2023 report, the UN Panel of Experts on Yemen stated that they had documented many cases involving arbitrary detention, enforced disappearance, and torture, adding that “most violations
investigated by the Panel were attributed to the Houthis.”

Mwatana for Human Rights, a Yemeni civil society organization, documented 1,482 cases of arbitrary detention and 596 cases of enforced disappearance by Houthi authorities between 2015 and April 2023.

Enforced disappearances, in which the authorities detain a person and then refuse to acknowledge their whereabouts or situation when asked, are serious crimes under international law and are prohibited at all
times under both international human rights law and international humanitarian law.

“People across Houthi territories don’t have adequate food and water; solving that should be the Houthis’ priority, not chasing down every person who speaks out against them,” Jafarnia said.

US threats won’t deter Yemen from keeping up Red Sea operations: Houthis (IFP News) January 31, 2024

He wrote on X the United States had threatened via Omani backchannels to mobilize “fronts” against Yemen.

The official said that any American “endeavors or folly” against Yemen would end in failure, adding that the Yemeni people “will not be deterred” from “their mission [of supporting] Gaza”. Yemen’s Armed
Forces have been staging many strikes against Israeli vessels or those bound for the occupied Palestinian territories’ ports. The operations have been described as a response to an October 7, 2023-present war
and siege that the Israeli regime has been waging against Gaza following an operation carried out by the Palestinian territory’s resistance movements. More than 26,700 Palestinians, some 70 percent of whom
are women, children, and adolescents, have been killed in the brutal onslaught so far. The United States has been providing Israel with unbridled military and political support in its onslaught against Gaza,
arming Tel Aviv with more than 10,000 tons of military hardware. The US has also torpedoed the prospect of cessation of the Israeli aggression by stonewalling ratification of all United Nations Security Council
resolutions that have been calling for a permanent ceasefire in the Israeli aggression. The Yemeni forces have vowed to keep up their operations as long as the Israeli regime presses on with the military
campaign. Yemen’s defense minister has also censured American and British attempts to militarize the Red Sea in support of Israel’s genocidal war on the besieged Gaza Strip, stressing that the Yemeni armed
forces will put a “painful end” to the US hegemony in the strategic waterway. Major General Mohammad Nasser al-Atifi made the remarks in a meeting attended by the country’s top military commanders and
defense officials in the capital Sana’a on Tuesday, Yemen’s Arabic-language al-Masirah television network reported. This comes as the United States and Britain have been conducting strikes on Yemen in
response to attacks by the Yemeni military against Israeli-owned ships or merchant vessels heading to the occupied territories. “Yemen’s leadership, government, people, army and geography are [more]
superior, stronger … to be shaken by the criminal raids of the tripartite American-British-Zionist aggression,” Atifi said. “The continuation of the treacherous American-British aggression is a blatant violation of
the sovereignty of Yemen and destabilizes the security and stability of the region … Yemeni people and their armed forces will not be terrified by America’s internationally banned missiles and bombs,” he
added. Stressing that the US and Israel are always a symbol of chaos and destruction, Yemen’s defense minister said the United States is “a terrorist state”, and a sponsor of terrorism and terrorists, which
supports Israel’s brutality against Palestinians. “We tell them from the Red Sea that we are the ones who [will] put a painful end to American hegemony, which will mark its end with its own hand,” Atifi
continued, adding that Yemen’s leadership is “aware of the nature of the challenges, consequences, and repercussions of closing the Red and Arab Seas to the Zionists”. Atifi also stressed the US and UK must
realize the strength of Yemen’s sovereignty and that the Yemeni armed forces will not allow the Red Sea to be a channel “that feeds the Zionists’ brutality and crimes against our people in Palestine.”

Missile reportedly fired from Houthi-controlled Yemen explodes near ship in Red Sea (Arab News) By Saeed Al-Batati
February 1, 2024

A missile reportedly launched from a Houthi-controlled military base in Yemen on Thursday is thought to have exploded close to a ship in the Red
Sea.

The UK Maritime Trade Operations agency was alerted to the offshore blast 57 nautical miles (106 km) west of Hodeidah.

Eyewitnesses in Yemen’s Ibb province, which is controlled by the militant group, claimed the missile had been fired from the Al-Hamza military facility in Al-Sabrah region on Thursday afternoon.

An alert sent to the UKMTO described “an explosion a distance off the vessel’s starboard side. Vessel and crew are safe.”

On Jan. 26, the Houthis launched a missile from the same location, but it missed its target and detonated near the launch site.

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, the Houthis detained four civilians in Ibb’s Al-Maitam on suspicion of photographing their operatives prepping rockets to fire.

On Thursday morning, the US military launched strikes on Houthi-controlled territory in Yemen, targeting 10 drones about to be fired at ships.

The US Central Command reported that its forces had destroyed a “Houthi UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) ground control station and 10 Houthi one-way UAVs” that were deemed a threat to commercial
vessels and US Navy ships in the area.

In a statement, CENTCOM said: “US forces subsequently struck and destroyed the UAV ground control station and 10 one-way attack UAVs in self-defense.”

And three drones and a ballistic missile fired by the Houthis from Yemeni areas under their control were intercepted by the USS Carney on Wednesday evening.

The Houthis said recent US strikes had hit Al-Jabanah in Hodeidah’s west and Saada, the militia’s heartland in the north.

Over the past three months, the Houthis have seized a commercial ship and fired dozens of missiles and drones at commercial and navy vessels in the Red Sea, Bab El-Mandeb (the strait that connects the Red
Sea with the Gulf of Aden), and the Gulf of Aden in an attempt to prevent Israel-linked ships from using maritime shipping lanes off Yemen and pressure Israel into lifting its siege of Gaza.

Houthi leader Abdul Malik Al-Houthi said that 165,429 Yemenis who had graduated from military training courses in the last two months would be sent to fight against Israel in Palestine. He also pledged to
continue assaults on commercial and naval ships operating off Yemeni shores.

In a broadcasted speech, he claimed that American officials had sought help from China in trying to urge his group to stop its Red Sea attacks.

Al-Houthi said: “One indication of America’s failure is its effort to seek aid from China to mediate and persuade us to suspend our actions in favor of the Palestinian people.

“The American and British attacks are ineffective and will not diminish our military capability.”

Yemen’s Foreign Minister Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak on Thursday called on the EU to designate the Houthis as a terrorist organization. During a meeting with members of the EU Political and Security
Committee in Brussels, he noted the Iran-backed group’s derailment of UN-brokered peace efforts in Yemen, and crimes against Yemenis.

The minister reportedly encouraged the EU to form a “complete” collaboration with the Yemeni government to assist in the restoration of peace and stability in the war-torn country.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels target 2 ships in Red Sea and Gulf of Aden with ballistic missiles (The Denver Post) February 6, 2024

Two ships traveling in Middle East waters were targeted by Yemen Houthi rebel ballistic missile fire early Tuesday, authorities said, in the latest
assaults in the Iranian-backed fighters’ campaign of targeting vessels over Israel’s war on Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

The first attack happened in the southern part of the Red Sea, west of the Yemeni port of Hodeida, with the projectile causing “slight damage” to the Barbados-flagged, United Kingdom-owned cargo ship
Morning Tide’s bridge windows, the British military’s United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations said. A small vessel had been nearby the ship before the attack, it added.

The Houthis carried out the attack using three anti-ship ballistic missiles, the United States military’s Central Command said early Wednesday.

The Morning Tide’s owner, British firm Furadino Shipping, told The Associated Press no one was hurt in the attack and the ship was continuing onward to Singapore.

A second ship, the Marshall Islands-flagged, Greek-owned bulk carrier Star Nasia, also came under fire from three Houthi ballistic missiles, Central Command said. The USS Laboon, an Arleigh Burke-class
destroyer, shot down one missile, the military said. An explosion from one of the missiles caused “minor damage but no injuries” on the Star Narsia, the Central Command said.

A military spokesperson of the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels, Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree, claimed both attacks in a statement.

Since November, the rebels have repeatedly targeted ships in the Red Sea over Israel’s offensive in Gaza. But they have frequently targeted vessels with tenuous or no clear links to Israel, imperiling shipping in
a key route for trade among Asia, the Mideast and Europe.

In recent weeks, the United States and the United Kingdom, backed by other allies, have launched airstrikes targeting Houthi missile arsenals and launch sites for its attacks.

The U.S. and Britain struck 36 Houthi targets in Yemen on Saturday. An air assault Friday in Iraq and Syria targeted other Iranian-backed militias and the Iranian Revolutionary Guard in retaliation for a drone
strike that killed three U.S. troops in Jordan.

Central Command also acknowledged an attack Monday on the Houthis, in which they attacked what they described as two Houthi drone boats loaded with explosives.

American forces “determined they presented an imminent threat to U.S. Navy ships and merchant vessels in the region,” the military said. “These actions will protect freedom of navigation and make
international waters safer and more secure for U.S. Navy vessels and merchant vessels.”

Separately, the White House on Tuesday walked back an earlier statement that it had alerted the Iraqi government prior to carrying out Friday’s Iraq and Syria strikes. National Security Council spokesperson
John Kirby told reporters shortly after the strikes that Iraqi official were given advance warning about the U.S.-led operation. He said the assertion was based on information that was provided to him by U.S.
officials.

“Turns out that information was incorrect,” said Kirby. He added that he regretted the error.

Kirby’s initial comments generated controversy in Iraq and vehement denials by officials in Baghdad. Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani has sought to walk a delicate line between the U.S. and
Iran-backed armed groups in his country, many of which have associated political parties in the coalition that brought his government to power.

Sudani has condemned attacks on American troops, but has also pushed back against U.S. retaliatory strikes. Some of those strikes have hit facilities connected to the Popular Mobilization Forces, a coalition of
mostly Shiite, Iran-backed militias that was officially made part of the Iraqi military after joining the fight against the Islamic State in 2014 — although in practice, the militias continue to operate largely outside
of state control.

Sudani has also called for an end to a U.S.-led coalition formed to fight IS. Some 2,500 U.S. troops are stationed in Iraq as part of the mission. In late January, Iraqi and U.S. military officials launched a series
of formal discussions on winding down the coalition’s presence. The talks were then suspended after the Jan. 28 strike in Jordan that killed three U.S. troops, but are expected to resume again in the coming
weeks.

Iraq’s representative to the United Nations, Abbas Kadhim Obaid, speaking Tuesday as the U.N. Security Council met, condemned the U.S. strikes, as well as recent strikes launched by Turkey and Iran on Iraqi
turf, as a breach of the country’s sovereignty.
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SAS soldier sues newspapers for publishing war crimes in Afghanistan (Al Mayadeen English) February 5, 2024

The former member of Australia's elite Special Air Service (SAS) regiment, Ben Roberts-Smith, filed a lawsuit against three Australian newspapers for
stories released in 2018 accusing him of involvement in the killings of unarmed Afghan prisoners.

This comes after Roberts-Smiths lost a multi-million-dollar lawsuit in June 2023, after the court found that the newspapers were able to prove that the majority of their allegations were "substantially" true.

The 45-year-old's lawyers, who filed an appeal, claimed that the courtroom judge, Justice Anthony Besanko, "erred" in assessing some of the evidence, while the appeal trial is scheduled to take two weeks.

During the trial, which spanned over a year and involved more than 100 days of evidence, shocking testimonies emerged regarding the killings carried out by Australian soldiers.

The trial also shed light on a deeply divided and factionalized SASR, commonly known as SAS, marked by internal conflicts over decorations and medals. Some evidence indicated that the regiment was
influenced by a "warrior culture" saturated with violence.
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Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC)

Campaign aims to shed light on sexual atrocities of KR (Khmer Times) By Nop Sreymao
January 29, 2024

Reminiscing on the MeToo Movement that took the world by storm, an NGO in Cambodia launched a campaign for female survivors of the brutal
Khmer Regime (KR) to reveal sexual atrocities they faced under the dictatorship of Pol Pot.

Titled "Speak Out, Sisters (SOS)", Cambodia-German Cultural Association (KDKG) launched the multimedia project in November last year, lending them an ear and a platform for the first time in the country.

Most Cambodian women experienced sexual and gender-based violence daily during the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime (1975-1979) and it has never been discussed by survivors out of shame and fear of being
stigmatised.

The first-of-its-kind campaign of the NGO aims to shed light on the sexual atrocities committed by the KR during the dictatorship of Pol Pot in the late 1970s and during the Civil War.

According to a press release from Meta House, the cultural centre of the KDKG, the campaign includes interactive theatre in classrooms, a schoolyard exhibition, intergenerational dialogues, video productions,
TV broadcasts and social media outreach in collaboration with another NGO "Women's Media Centre" and the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport.

The "SOS" campaign that ends 44 years of silence of sexual abuse victims runs from November 2023 to December 2024. As of now, 12 survivors have joined the campaign and shared their experiences with the
NGO.

According to the statement of the NGO, the Khmer Rouge conducted over 400,000 forced marriages, a unique type of sexual and gender-based violence practised under the KR rule.

One of the concerns addressed by the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) was also forced marriage, in which men and women were often compelled to marry one other without their
liking, as the dictatorship wanted to spawn a new generation of followers.

Many activists expressed concern that the ECCC trials did not address other types of sexual abuse committed by the KR.

According to a Global Justice Centre article, the Khmer Rouge utilised the rhetoric of "liberating women" to hide their systematic sexual abuse and exploitation.
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Despite claiming to treat both genders equally, women were coerced into marriage and sexual intercourse through threats of execution, the article added.

"When they refused, their husbands or the Khmer Rouge officers raped them as a form of punishment."

The campaign 'Speak Out, Sisters' fosters awareness among Cambodian youth about the condition of sexual and gender-based violence survivors, both past and current, as a catalyst for positive change.

Even in modern Cambodia, 25% of women are SGVB survivors, comprising students, female journalists and teachers, the Meta House added in its statement.
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Bangladesh International Crimes Tribunal

Fugitive war criminal held in city (Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha) February 1, 2024

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) arrested a warranted fugitive war criminal from Uttara area in the city on Wednesday.

The arrested was identified as Md. Abul Khair,70, son of Dana Mia from Char Fakira village under Companigonj police station of Noakhali District, Deputy Director of RAB-10 Aminul Islam told BSS Today.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of RAB-10 conducted a drive in Sector-14 area of Uttara west police station in the city and arrested the war criminal Md. Abul Khair around 2pm on Wednesday, he said.

On November 12 in 2017, a case was filed against him at the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT).

On December 5 in 2021, the International Crimes Tribunal issued an arrest warrant against Md. Abul Khair for committing crimes against humanity during the Liberation War in 1971.

During the preliminary interrogation, the detainee admitted that he had been hiding in various parts of the country under disguise.

The arrested accused has been handed over to the concerned tribunal today, the RAB officials added.
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War Crimes Investigation in Myanmar

Myanmar: Military Abuses Against Civilians Intensify (Human Rights Watch) January 30, 2024

— Myanmar's military junta has increasingly carried out unlawful airstrikes harming civilians in its military operations against a coalition of
opposition and ethnic armed groups, Human Rights Watch said today. Governments that provide transfers or assistance of arms or materiel to the
junta forces risk being complicit in war crimes.

Three years since the February 1, 2021, coup in Myanmar, the junta's widespread and systematic abuses against the population — including arbitrary arrests, torture, extrajudicial killings, and indiscriminate
attacks on civilians — amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes. In 2023, Human Rights Watch investigations found that the military's unlawful airstrikes in Sagaing Region and Kachin State were
apparent war crimes.

"Concerned governments should be doing more to curb the junta's capacity to commit appalling laws-of-war violations," said Elaine Pearson, Asia director at Human Rights Watch. "United Nations member
countries should urge the UN Security Council to impose an arms embargo on Myanmar, including sanctions on jet fuel that facilitates unlawful air attacks on civilians."

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk said in a statement on January 30 that Myanmar's deteriorating human rights situation was now in "free fall."

"The people of Myanmar have been suffering for too long," Türk said. "Since the end of October last year, their situation has deteriorated even further as a result of the long-established tactics of the military to
target them."

On October 27, 2023, the Three Brotherhood Alliance — an anti-junta coalition of the Arakan Army, Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, and the Ta'ang National Liberation Army — began Operation
1027, an offensive that seized Myanmar military outposts in northern Shan State. The offensive also triggered opposition attacks on Myanmar security forces elsewhere in the country.

The junta responded to the attacks with military operations that have involved serious violations of the laws of war.

Amnesty International determined that junta forces most likely used cluster munitions during attacks on the town of Namkham in Shan State in early December. The use of cluster munitions, large weapons
that include dozens of smaller weapons known as submunitions, is inherently indiscriminate and constitutes a war crime.

The renewed fighting within weeks displaced about 600,000 people across Myanmar. Humanitarian agencies and local organizations have struggled to respond to the surge in displacement.

An unknown number of civilians have been killed and injured in recent airstrikes. An aid worker in Muse township near the China border told Human Rights Watch that his friend fled from Namhkam after his
wife was killed in a junta airstrike on December 1, an incident reported by the Shan Human Rights Foundation.

"He managed to hide their two children in the bunker when they first heard the sounds of a jet," the aid worker said. "But his wife was showering as it was morning. … She didn't make it to the bunker and died
right there when the junta dropped the bomb. He was injured too, and luckily the children are safe but now they don't have a mother."

A spokeswoman from a local ethnic and women's rights group, the Ta'ang Women's Organization, said she fled Namhkam township on December 2 after repeated junta airstrikes in her village. "At first, I hid
with my family in a dirt bunker we had dug near our home," she said. "There were so many explosions … it was hard to tell whether it was all the same attack or many planes dropping bombs. The planes came
day and night, and they also circled around us repeatedly even if they weren't dropping bombs."

The Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, which reports data on the Myanmar military's air and drone strikes, found strikes to have substantially increased since early 2022. This data is compiled
from media reports and may significantly undercount the military's total air and drone strikes.

Canada, the European Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States have imposed and expanded sanctions since the coup, but sanctions on jet fuel have been inconsistent.

Canada is the only country to have imposed comprehensive sanctions on the export, sale, supply or shipment of aviation fuel to Myanmar. In 2023, the EU, UK, and US also introduced some sanctions that
targeted private actors supplying fuel, arms and funds to Myanmar. However, five British companies are still providing insurance cover for deliveries of aviation fuel to Myanmar.

Governments in the region have not sent a clear message to Myanmar's junta concerning ongoing rights violations, Human Rights Watch said. Laos, as the 2024 chair of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), should work with other ASEAN member countries to take a more robust approach that pressures the junta to end its abuses and remove restrictions on humanitarian assistance.

The European Union, whose foreign ministers will meet with ASEAN foreign ministers on February 2, should urge ASEAN members, in particular Thailand and Singapore, to cooperate in enforcing sanctions in
their jurisdictions.

The UN Security Council should meaningfully follow up on its December 2022 resolution on Myanmar by imposing an arms embargo, including jet fuel, and refer the country situation to the International
Criminal Court. Russia and China, which both abstained from the 2022 resolution, should not block stronger measures by the council.

Russia and China have continued to sell weapons to Myanmar's junta since the 2021 coup, according to the UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar.

"Myanmar's people have been suffering for years under a junta that shows them no regard," Pearson said. "A stronger international response is still needed to press for an end to the military's abuses."

Burma after the coup: "The human rights situation is appalling" (Civil Rights Defenders) January 31, 2024

Three years ago, on 1 February 2021, the military seized power over Burma by overturning the election results and detaining State Counsellor Aung
San Suu Kyi. The military has used force to attempt to control the country and uses brutal violence against human rights defenders, civil society
groups, and journalists in order to silence all forms of protest and dissent. Since the coup, more than 4,400 people have been killed by the military
and over 25,800 people have been arrested.

During the November 2020 elections in Burma, the National League for Democracy led by Aung San Suu Kyi, won a landslide victory. This triggered a reaction from the military, which claimed that there had
been widespread election fraud. This claim, however, was turned down by the election commission. On 1 February, as the parliament was scheduled to hold its first session since the elections, the military
launched a coup to try to take control over the country.

Despite the military's brutal response, people have come together to fight the dictatorship. Nationwide mass protests, boycotts, strikes, and coordinated civil disobedience movements have taken place. Human
rights defenders, civil society activists and journalists from across the country have continued their work despite severe attacks by the military.

Junta accused of war crimes Since February 2021, the military junta has launched over 1,000 airstrikes and torched at least 77,274 houses. Over the last year, the junta's violence has become more targeted on
civilian populations with blatant attacks on villages, towns, internally displaced persons' camps, religious sites where internally displaced persons were seeking refuge, schools, and hospitals. Over 2.6 million
people have been displaced.

The military junta has been accused of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity and needs to be held to account.

Attacks on civil society have also increased. The arrests of human rights defenders and journalists continue to have a chilling effect. Nearly 20,000 political prisoners remain in detention, and over 160 people
are subject to the death sentence.

"The situation for human rights in Burma is appalling. For three years now, the military junta has cracked down violently on civilians, democracy activists, human rights defenders, and peaceful protesters. This
needs to stop, and the junta must be held accountable for their actions," said Rosanna Ocampo, Director Asia Department at Civil Rights Defenders.

What we do Civil Rights Defenders continue to monitor the situation in the country. We are also working to let the international community know what is happening in Burma and to support the efforts to
reinstate democracy.

Civil Rights Defenders has been providing flexible and emergency funds to human rights defenders and their families to improve their security. Since the coup, over 750 Burmese human rights defenders and
members of their families from various regional and ethnic backgrounds have received support from Civil Rights Defenders emergency fund. We clearly saw their commitment to upholding democracy in their
country, and initial requests were about safe ways of doing that work. In Burma, most of the support has been to provide safe accommodation for human rights defenders. We have also offered secure office
spaces and communication tools. The need for assistance is extensive.
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