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Official Website of the International Criminal Court
ICC Public Documents - Cases: Central African Republic

UN expert on trafficking in persons to visit Central African Republic (UNHCR) November 25, 2023

GENEVA (24 November 2023) – UN Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, Siobhán Mullally, will conduct an
official visit to Central African Republic from 24 to 30 November 2023.

Mullally will examine how to strengthen human rights-based responses to human trafficking and ensure effective prevention and access to justice for victims and survivors. She will assess the risks of trafficking
in post-conflict and conflict situations, with particular attention to the Women Peace and Security agenda, the gender dimension to trafficking, and child trafficking, including recruitment and use in armed
conflict. She will also examine the human rights concerns relating to risks of trafficking during displacement, including internal displacement and protection needs of refugees, stateless persons and migrants.

During her visit, the expert will meet Government representatives, UN officials, law enforcement bodies, civil society organisations and survivors, and peacebuilding organisations. She will visit Bangui and
Bria.

The Special Rapporteur will hold a press conference at 15:30 local time on Thursday 30 November at the Ledger Plaza Hotel, Avenue de l'Indépendance, Bangui. Access will be strictly limited to journalists.

Mullally will present her report to the UN Human Rights Council in June 2024.
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New Mass Ethnic Killings, Pillage in Darfur (Human Rights Watch) November 26, 2023

UN Security Council Should Act to Protect Civilians, Punish Abusive RSF Commanders

Families escaping Ardamata in West Darfur cross into Adre, Chad, after a wave of ethnic violence, November 7, 2023. Survivors recounted executions and looting in Ardamata, which they said were carried out
by RSF and allied Arab militias. © 2023 REUTERS/El Tayeb Siddig

The Rapid Support Forces killed hundreds of civilians in West Darfur in early November 2023.

The Rapid Support Forces’ latest episode of ethnically targeted killings in West Darfur, has the hallmarks of an organized campaign of atrocities against Massalit civilians.

The United Nations Security Council should urgently strengthen the UN’s presence in Sudan to prevent further atrocities and better protect civilians in Darfur.

(Nairobi) – The Rapid Support Forces and their allied militias killed hundreds of civilians in West Darfur in early November 2023, Human Rights Watch said today. The forces also looted, assaulted, and
unlawfully detained scores of members of the predominantly Massalit community in Ardamata, a suburb of West Darfur’s El Geneina.

Given the pending closure of the UN mission in Sudan, and replacement by a special envoy, the United Nations Security Council should urgently consider ways to strengthen the UN’s presence in Sudan that
could deter further atrocities and better protect civilians in Darfur. It should support monitoring of human rights abuses there and expand the existing arms embargo to cover the entire country and all parties
to the ongoing armed conflict. African members of the Security Council, the United Arab Emirates, and other governments on the council should support these and other measures to ensure the UN’s most
powerful body is able to fulfill its responsibility to protect civilians in West Darfur and the rest of Sudan.

“The Rapid Support Forces’ latest episode of ethnically targeted killings in West Darfur, has the hallmarks of an organized campaign of atrocities against Massalit civilians,” said Mohamed Osman, Sudan
researcher at Human Rights Watch. “The UN Security Council needs to stop ignoring the desperate need to protect Darfur civilians.”

According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), an estimated 800 people were killed during the early November attacks in Ardamata. Local rights monitors interviewed survivors arriving in Chad and
estimated the death toll of mainly civilians at between 1,300 and 2,000, including dozens killed on the road to Chad. At least 8,000 people have fled into Chad, joining around 450,000, mostly women and
children, displaced by attacks in West Darfur notably between April and June.

Human Rights Watch interviewed 20 Massalit people who fled Ardamata to eastern Chad between November 1-10, including 3 Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) soldiers, who described a spree of killings, shelling,
unlawful detentions, sexual violence, ill-treatment, and looting. All interviewees are identified by pseudonyms for their protection. Human Rights Watch also analyzed 8 videos and images posted on social
media that show the Rapid Support Forces detaining over 200 men and boys in Ardamata. One video shows the fighters beating a group of men.

Human Rights Watch shared a letter with the Rapid Support Forces, sharing findings and questions, but received no response before the date of publishing.

Satellite imagery taken the first week of November shows the impact of the shelling on civilian and military infrastructure as well as looting and arson in and around the Ardamata displaced people’s camp.
Satellite imagery also shows possible new graves and bodies in the street.

Conflict broke out on April 15 in Sudan between the country’s two military forces, the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Rapid Support Forces. Between April and June, the Rapid Support Forces and allied
militia led waves of assaults against majority-Massalit neighborhoods of El Geneina, as well as other towns and villages in the region, targeting civilians on a large scale.

Ongoing Human Rights Watch research and media reports indicate that they killed civilians by the thousands, burned whole neighborhoods and sites where displaced people had found refuge in El Geneina,
looted on a grand scale, and raped women and girls. These attacks forcibly displaced hundreds of thousands of civilians, with thousands seeking refuge in Ardamata. Ardamata hosts both a Sudanese Armed
Forces base and an internally displaced people’s camp.

Survivors and local monitors said that on November 1, fighting broke out again between the Rapid Support Forces and the Sudanese Armed Forces. During the two days of heavy fighting that followed, both
parties shelled the suburb, in some cases affecting civilians. Residents said that some Massalit fighters joined the fight alongside the Sudanese Armed Forces. From November 4, after the Rapid Support Forces
and militia gained control of the Sudanese Armed Forces base, they went on a rampage through the camp for displaced people, and other residential areas, all largely inhabited by Massalit and other non-Arab
groups.

Survivors said that the Rapid Support Forces and allied forces shot at civilians as they fled and executed people in their homes, shelters, and in the streets. Survivors said attackers insulted the Massalit, and in
some instances said they wanted to “kill Massalit.” The assailants killed primarily Massalit men, but two people interviewed said that people from non-Arab groups, notably ethnic Tama and Eringa, were also
killed and injured.

On November 7, a 45-year-old Massalit farmer said, Arab militiamen accompanied by Rapid Support Forces vehicles entered the house where he was sheltering in Ardamata camp. The attackers brought seven
men to the front of the house:

“They [the assailants] told me to come out of the house,” the man said. “The moment I came out, one or two of the Arabs shot at the seven men from close range. They immediately executed them. All of them
lay there on the ground. One of the [assailants] said to me: ‘See how many we killed?’ They told me then to leave the town.”

As in the waves of violence in El Geneina just five months ago, the Rapid Support Forces and their allies targeted prominent Massalit community members. Among them was Mohamed Arbab, 85, a tribal leader
from Misterei town who was reportedly killed alongside his son and seven grandchildren on November 4.

A large group of men are made to run toward the El Geneina Airport, east of Ardamata. © 2023 Private. © 2023 Private.

Videos and images posted on social media in early November, verified and analyzed by Human Rights Watch show Rapid Support Forces and Arab militiamen detaining more than 200 men and boys in 3
locations in Ardamata.

A series of 5 videos uploaded to Telegram and Facebook between November 4 and 5 also show a group of at least 125 men and boys being forced to run toward El Geneina airport, east of Ardamata. Several of
the men are visibly wounded, including some who are limping, while one person is seen being carried by four other men. Human Rights Watch was not able to determine what happened to any members of
these groups.

The attackers looted houses and robbed people as they fled, beating, and otherwise ill-treating them. Signs of looting and arson damage are visible in satellite imagery taken of Ardamata camp from November 5
to 7, with fire visible around the camp’s cemetery.

Satellite imagery on November 7 showing active fires and burned structures in Ardamata camp. Image © 2023 Planet Labs PBC. Analysis and graphics. © 2023 Human Rights Watch.

Videos dated November 4 from the Rapid Support Forces’ official X (formerly known as Twitter) account and geolocated by Human Rights Watch show Abdel Raheem Hamdan Dagalo, the Rapid Support
Forces deputy commander and brother of Rapid Support Forces leader Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo “Hemedti,” in Ardamata celebrating with his forces the takeover of the Sudanese Armed Forces base,
alongside General Abdel Rahman Joma’a, the Rapid Support Forces’ West Darfur Commander. Following the takeover of the base, Abdel Raheem announced that Joma’a was appointed commander of the 15th
military division.

Screengrab from a video shows Abdel Raheem Hamdan Dagalo (center left) and General Abdel Rahman Joma’a (center right) celebrating the RSF takeover of the SAF base in Ardamata. © RSF Sudan on X
(formerly known as Twitter)

Under international law, deliberate attacks on the civilian population, including extrajudicial killings, mistreatment of civilians and all those not participating in combat such as detainees and the wounded; and
forcible displacement, violate the laws of war, and may be prosecuted as war crimes. Acts of murder, rape, torture, deportations, persecution, and other offenses committed as part of a widespread or systematic
attack against a civilian population based on a government or organizational policy constitute crimes against humanity.

On November 16, Sudan asked the UN to end the mandate of its country’s political mission. The next day, the UN Secretary-General appointed a personal envoy on Sudan, which would significantly reduce UN
scrutiny over the situation. UN Security Council and other critical stakeholders should be considering all options to prevent further atrocities and protect civilian populations. As a first step, UN Security Council
members should organize a council visit to eastern Chad to meet with survivors of current atrocities in Darfur, Human Rights Watch said.

In addition, UN Security Council members and other concerned governments should sanction anyone violating the Security Council’s arms embargo on Darfur, imposed since 2004. The Security Council should
expand the embargo to cover the entire country, Human Rights Watch said. They should also support the ongoing International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation into crimes in Darfur and the UN’s
Independent International Fact-Finding Mechanism on Sudan, including by reaching out to these bodies to see what assistance they could provide.

The United Kingdom, European Union, African Union, Intergovernmental Authority for Development, and other concerned governments should immediately impose targeted sanctions on Abdel Raheem and
Abdel Rahman, the most senior Rapid Support Forces commanders apparently present during the Ardamata attacks. They, as well as the United States, should also sanction Hemedti, the Rapid Support Forces
leader, for grave abuses by forces under his command.

“Regional and international actors have ignored the alarms that survivors have raised for months on the risks of further atrocities in West Darfur,” Osman said. “The Security Council needs to take concrete
measures to address the gravity of the situation, roll out sanctions against key commanders, seek the release of those unlawfully detained, and support accountability efforts in the region.”

Repeated attacks by the Rapid Support Forces and allied militias against civilians throughout West Darfur since the start of the conflict in Sudan in April 2023, have forced thousands of displaced people to seek
refuge in Ardamata, a northeastern suburb of El Geneina hosting the Sudan military’s 15th Infantry Division and a camp for displaced people. Many arrived there following the mass killings of civilians in El
Geneina on June 15.

Some of these displaced were Massalit fighters, including members of the Sudanese Alliance Forces, a Juba Peace Agreement signatory group composed of ethnic Massalit community members. Several people
from El Geneina interviewed by Human Rights Watch in the camps of eastern Chad in late July, indicated their intention of returning to fight in El Geneina.

Many of those living in these camps were victims of the Sudan government’s successive waves of ethnic cleansing campaigns that started in the early 2000s. Even before April 2023, Chad was already home to
450,000 Sudanese refugees, many of whom had fled over years of abuses.

The Rapid Support Forces and allied militias had also jointly attacked the predominantly Massalit town of Misterei on May 28, destroying the town and executing at least 28 ethnic Massalit men, and killing and
injuring dozens of civilians that day.

West Darfur was the epicenter of attacks by Rapid Support Forces and allied militias between 2019 and 2022, during which Human Rights Watch documented similar patterns of abuses, including deliberate
attacks on chiefly Massalit but also other non-Arab groups, and destruction, notably through arson, of internally displaced people’s camps in urban areas in the state. Following a large-scale attack in El Geneina
in 2019, some Massalit members began to mobilize, including within the camps.

The latest waves of abuses took place after the Rapid Support Forces launched offensives against Sudanese Armed Forces bases across Darfur, including taking control in late October of Nyala, the capital of
South Darfur, and Zalingei, the capital of Central Darfur.

Negotiations before November 1 and again on November 3 – between some Massalit elders from Ardamata camp and al-Tijani Karshoum, a politician from the local Arab community who became West Darfur
governor in June – reportedly sought to negotiate a peaceful surrender of military to the Rapid Support Forces, and guaranteed that the latter would avoid attacking civilians in the area.

Karshoum became governor following the June 14 killing of Khamis Abbakar, the former governor and leader of the Sudanese Alliance Forces.

Samira, a 24-year-old woman interviewed, said that Massalit elders from the Ardamata camp gathered community members on November 3 and told those fearing attacks and considering fleeing to stay put;
stating that Karshoum had provided guarantees that the Rapid Support Forces would not harm civilians. The Rapid Support Forces and Arab militiamen attacked the camp the following day.

In September, the United States imposed targeted sanctions, including an asset freeze and a travel ban, respectively against Abdel Raheem and Abdel Rahman for ethnically motivated crimes committed in West
Darfur. In July, the ICC prosecutor, Karim Khan ,told the UN Security Council that current crimes committed in Darfur are encompassed in his office’s ongoing investigation into the situation in Darfur, which
opened in 2005 following a UN Security Council referral. The UN Human Rights Council established the Independent International Fact-Finding Mechanism on Sudan during its session that ended in October,
though it has yet to be staffed.

Extrajudicial Killings

On November 4, the day the Rapid Support Forces and allied militias overran the Sudanese Armed Forces base, they arrived at the Ardamata displaced people’s camp in vehicles, on horses and motorbikes, or
on foot, shooting at people in their homes and in the streets. The assailants killed primarily Massalit men, but two people interviewed said that members of other non-Arab communities, notably ethnic Tama
and Eringa people, were also killed and injured.

Ashraf, 31, fled his house in the camp to another house nearby with 13 other men. The Rapid Support Forces followed them there. Ashraf managed to hide and saw what happened next: “The Rapid Support
Forces immediately executed all 13 of them. All men, unarmed. I saw it with my eyes. They just shot at them. One of the armed men accused them of being ‘fighters.’ I jumped over the wall and ran to a school to
seek shelter.”

The Rapid Support Forces and Arab militias entered the Ardamata camp home of Abdalla, 35, on November 4, and asked for specific individuals, including Mohamed Arbab, the Misterei elder and Massalit
leader: “They said they were looking for elders and native administration leaders and asked me if I knew where Mohamed Arbab was. I said I don’t know.”

Another person interviewed said he hid in the house with Arbab and his son, and eight grandchildren in the al-Hila al-Jadida area of the camp and witnessed their killing later that day: “I saw Rapid Support
Forces and Arabs come into the house and directly shoot at all of them. I fled to the neighbors’ house and hid in [their] kitchen and [later] left the area.”

Abdalla said that four of his relatives were killed that day, all prominent men, and leaders of the Massalit community.

People interviewed said that in two instances, assailants forcibly gathered men in groups and summarily executed them. Samira described what she saw on al-Tirsana square near the Ardamata camp on
November 4: “I saw Rapid Support Forces and Arab armed men in komplet [local Chadian attire] round people up and shoot them. I saw the bodies later; [there were] 15 men.”

The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) reported that on November 5, 66 Massalit men were summarily executed in 3 separate incidents. The media also published interviews
with survivors who spoke of several incidents of mass executions of men in the town, including in which men who had been trying to flee were stopped, separated from the women, and killed.

People interviewed said bodies littered the streets. Mustafa said he saw bodies “every step or road you go through … [some of them] covered with blankets,” as he fled the camp. He said the victims appeared
mostly to have gunshot wounds. Two witnesses said they saw the bodies of two children whose throats appeared to have been cut. Human Rights Watch was not able to determine whether the two accounts
referred to the same children’s bodies.

Human Rights Watch verified one image showing at least 14 bodies of people in civilian clothing in Ardamata close to the main communication tower. A UNHCR logo is visible on a mat next to one of the
bodies. Satellite imagery from November 6 shows dark shapes consistent with bodies at the same location.

Two survivors said they participated in burials in Ardamata camp. On November 4, Ali, 44, helped bury 42 people. “We buried them in middle of the camp near the small market,” he said. “There were separate
graves, one would have five, another will have six, like that.” He said that the attacks continued, and “graves appeared everywhere as people just buried the bodies in streets.”

Satellite imagery captured on November 6 shows what could be fresh graves on the northeastern side of Ardamata cemetery. Those graves were not visible on satellite imagery recorded on November 2.

Comparison of infrared satellite imagery recorded over Ardamata cemetery on October 25 and November 6, 2023, shows possible new graves near trees on the northeastern side of the cemetery. Image ©2023
Planet Labs PBC. Analysis and graphics © 2023 Human Rights Watch.

Those who fled also faced abuses on the road to Chad. A Sudanese Armed Forces soldier fled the attacks on November 3 with a mixed group of civilians and military. On the way to Chad, he said he saw piles of
bodies. He said that Arab militia stopped his group in Adikong, an Arab settlement along the border with Chad:

They asked: ‘Are you Massalit?’ Many people denied they were Massalit even if they were. But some said, ‘We are Massalit, [so] what you will do?’ The Arab [militiamen] took some of them aside, as well as
some of the soldiers, after stripping them of their weapons. They also took some youth who had dreadlocks and looked like [Massalit] fighters. They took them out of our sight, and we heard gunshots.”

Shelling, Explosive Weapons

Witnesses reported shelling between November 1 and 4 on Ardamata camp, as well as nearby residential areas and two schools, one which was for soldiers’ families. Both the Sudanese Armed Forces and the
Rapid Support Forces possess explosive weapons such as mortars and artillery, and Human Rights Watch could not conclusively determine which side was responsible for the shelling.

Parties to a conflict are required under international humanitarian law to take all feasible precautions to minimize harm to civilians and civilian objects, such as homes, schools, and medical facilities, whether
or not they are treating wounded combatants. Attacks may target only combatants and military objectives. Attacks that target civilians or fail to discriminate between combatants and civilians, or that would
cause disproportionate harm to the civilian population compared to the anticipated military gain, are prohibited.

Witnesses shared accounts of shelling on homes and schools where people sought refuge, and the resulting loss of life, injuries, and damage to property. On November 1, the day when the fighting started, Farid,
38, fled his house with many others, taking refuge in a boys’ high school adjacent to the Sudanese Armed Forces base. Soon after, the school was shelled:

Three [munitions] hit, one in the square adjacent to the school where many people had gathered, and two inside the school. One of them hit a classroom on the western side, killing at least nine people,
including two women, and injuring two. I myself got a shrapnel injury on my arm.

Satellite imagery from November 2 shows an impact on the rooftop of a building on the western side of the boys’ high school.

Three survivors said they saw hundreds of wounded inside the Sudanese Armed Forces-run military hospital and El Geneina teaching hospital at various times between November 1 and 10, including men who
lost their legs and many others with injuries most likely caused by shelling. One man, 23, said Rapid Support Forces detained him on the street on November 4 and took him to the military hospital which they
already had under their control by that time. He saw “so many people wounded there as well as bodies. [There were] soldiers but also children and women.”

Ahmed, a 49-year-old resident of Ardamata camp, also witnessed shelling starting on November 1: “There were three days of heavy shelling [in the camp]. I counted at least 20 explosions per day. A colleague
[who was] with me was injured. I [took him] to the military hospital. A total of 10 explosions happened near the hospital.”

One soldier said that on November 2 the Rapid Support Forces started shelling Sudanese Armed Forces positions and hit a second school, inside the military compound at the eastern side of the base. He later
went to the school and said: “bodies were everywhere; [I] counted 50 but not all civilians, some were soldiers.”

Human Rights Watch analyzed satellite imagery recorded in the first week of November over the Ardamata military base. As of November 2, multiple impact craters on the ground and damage to buildings
caused by shelling are visible on the eastern part of the base. Burn scars are also visible in multiple areas in and outside the base.

As of November 5, additional damage to structures caused by fire is visible within the base and in surrounding areas.

Overall damage inside Ardamata military base and in surrounding areas as of November 6, 2023. Image © 2023 Planet Labs PBC. Analysis and graphics. © 2023 Human Rights Watch

Witnesses, including two soldiers, said drones were used in the attacks. The soldiers saw them overhead and said the drones dropped three munitions at once. Another witness said that on November 3, he saw a
drone flying overhead, heard a hissing sound, and saw explosive munitions falling on a house nearby inside the camp. He later heard that two women had been killed.

Sudan’s warring parties had not used drones before 2023 and have only recently appeared to have access to them despite the Darfur arms embargo. Human Rights Watch geolocated one video, posted by a pro-
Rapid Support Forces account, showing a drone filming a strike on an armored vehicle during the assault on the 15th Infantry Division.

According to a November 22 Reuters investigation, Sudanese Armed Forces soldiers described seeing drones being used both for surveillance and dropping explosive munitions inside the base.

Detention, Torture, and Ill-Treatment

The Rapid Support Forces and Arab militiamen rounded up and detained a large number of men and boys, primarily Massalit, individually or in large groups from various parts of Ardamata.

Khadija, 38, said Rapid Support Forces fighters followed her and her family, along with other people, to the rooftop of the Sudanese Armed Forces officers’ dormitory, near the Sudanese Armed Forces base:
“The Rapid Support Forces followed us and shot at us there and killed several young men, I didn’t count [how many]. They took my son, age 27, and my adult brother. They took them by force along with other
men too. Neither my son nor my brother were Sudanese Armed Forces [members].”

A video shows Rapid Support Forces rounding up a group of men in Ardamata. One man is repeatedly whipped and hit. © 2023 Private.

Videos on social media that Human Rights Watch verified and analyzed also show Rapid Support Forces and Arab militiamen detaining large groups of men and children, most in civilian clothes, although
several appear to be in Sudanese Armed Forces unforms. In some of the videos the Rapid Support Forces and Arab militiamen order them to sit down or run.

One video posted to X (formerly known as Twitter) on November 6, and verified and geolocated by Human Rights Watch, shows a group of men and possibly children sitting on the Ardamata bridge,
surrounded by armed Rapid Support Forces men and other armed men in civilian clothes. The Rapid Support Forces and armed men debate the fate of those detained: “Execute them all,” said one. While one
fighter could be heard calling for the detainees to be “left alone,” another said: “Let’s take revenge on them one by one.” Human Rights Watch was not able to confirm the date when this discussion took place or
what happened to the detainees, but did not find a version of this video posted online before November 6.

Human Rights Watch counted over 200 detainees in a series of videos published on social media. This composition of still images taken from a video shows an estimate of 66 detainees. © 2023 Private.

Kamal, 44, who was living in the Ardamata camp, said that on November 3 and 4 he saw Rapid Support Forces and Arab militias “rounding up hundreds of men and taking them in different directions.” Kamal
said that relatives of some of those detained over these two days told him their relatives had not been released as of November 10.

Mahmoud, 31, from Ardamata camp, said Rapid Support Forces and Arab men came to his house on November 4 during house-to-house searches. He said he and dozens of other detained men were all taken to
the headquarters of the Sudanese-Chadian joint forces in al-Jamarek neighborhood in El Geneina, which has been under the control of the Rapid Support Forces since the start of the conflict in late April: When
we arrived there, there were already other detainees. In total, we were around 400, including children. We were treated very badly. I was detained there for a day and Rapid Support Forces soldiers just kept
torturing us all the time, beating us with whips and sticks. They kept asking: ‘Are you Massalit?’ ‘Are you a fighter?’ ‘Where is your gun?’ I was released the next day, but there were still many left there.

Three witnesses described seeing Rapid Support Forces and Arab militiamen detaining males from other non-Arab ethnic groups. Khadija said the Rapid Support Forces forcibly took away her adult son and
brother, neither of whom was a fighter, on November 4.

OHCHR found that hundreds of men were detained and taken to various Rapid Support Forces-run detention camps.

As people attempted to flee, militia members apprehended them, often looting their money and personal property while ill-treating them. A 45-year-old man said he saw Arab militiamen blocking al-Naseem
bridge connecting Ardamata to the rest of El Geneina on November 6, harassing people fleeing the area: “I saw a man and a woman with a child, they took the child from the man, handed the child over to his
mother before the militiamen took the man away. I then saw them [Arab militiamen] asking another man to come closer and shot him from close range, they injured him, before detaining him as well.”

Satellite imagery recorded on November 6 shows a line of at least four vehicles blocking movement on al-Naseem bridge on the side leading toward El Geneina.

One soldier, 47, said the Rapid Support Forces captured and ill-treated him and two of his colleagues on November 3, when they were fleeing Ardamata as part of a military convoy and were ambushed outside
Ardamata near a mountain range: “[We] surrender[ed] ourselves to Rapid Support Forces [personnel] who were near the mountains. They beat us with whips and took our money and weapons but then let us
leave,” the soldier said.

A 24-year-old woman said that on November 10, she saw Governor Karshoum near the Ardamata displaced people’s camp in the presence of Rapid Support Forces and Arab militiamen: “Some of our women
went to meet him, begging him to tell the Rapid Support Forces to release their detained men. He told [the women] that if [the men] were not fighters, they would be released.” He later offered them food,
convincing some people to stay in the area, but the women decided to leave.

Map of the verified locations of detentions and presence of Rapid Support Forces in Ardamata. © 2023 Human Rights Watch.

Sexual Violence

OHCHR reported on November 17 that women and girls had been subjected to sexual violence in the camp and their homes during the violence.

Human Rights Watch spoke to witnesses who described sexual violence during the violence in Ardamata. Samira, 30, said that as she fled with her family on November 4, “We saw a young woman being raped
by two men, one in komplet [Chadian traditional attire] and one in Rapid Support Forces uniform. They stopped her while they were on a motorbike and raped her there on the street. We couldn’t stop and
continued our journey.”

Zainab, 24, returned to Ardamata from Chad with her sister on November 10, but then fled again: “A young woman came to our house that evening, saying she had been raped by Arabs and Rapid Support
Forces. We immediately decided to leave and not spend the night. It is not safe for us women.”

Human Rights Watch has previously documented widespread sexual violence, with people who identified 78 victims or survivors of rape by Rapid Support Forces and allied militia in El Geneina between April
and June. The assailants appeared to target women because of their Massalit ethnicity, and in some cases, because they were known activists.

Looting

Two witnesses said Arab militias and the Rapid Support Forces started looting at the onset of the attacks on November 1 and continued through November 10, first targeting areas near the Sudanese Armed
Forces base and then moving onto the Ardamata camp. “Arabs and Rapid Support Forces kept coming to our house. At the end they had looted everything, and left us with nothing,” said a 30-year-old woman
who said assailants looted her family’s belongings and other houses in their area on November 4.

Rapid Support Forces and Arab militia stopped Khadija, 36, on November 4, and threatened her with death if she did not hand over money: “Shortly after, I saw a man [who was] with a three-year-old boy
[being] stopped by an Arab militia member who started whipping the child while asking the man for money.” Satellite imagery also shows looting and arson damage in the camp from November 5 to 7, with fire
visible around the cemetery.

Another woman, 24, who returned to Ardamata camp from eastern Chad on November 10, described what she saw: “Arabs and Rapid Support Forces came to my house around 10 times. They had [already]
looted the whole camp. They left me with no food and no money.”

Mustafa witnessed the summary executions of seven men on November 7, then saw Arab militiamen loot the house that he sheltered in. Later that day, he saw Arabs bringing big trucks to an area near
Ardamata police station: “In the evening [I] saw Arab women cheering and [Arabs] coming with big cars and donkey carts, saw them looting everything, stuff, doors, window frames, even cars and rikshaws.”
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DRC's deputy prosecutor breaks down the ICC's sluggish pace with precision (Africa News) November 17, 2023

International criminal justice is slow, admitted Thursday in Kinshasa Mame Mandiaye Niang, deputy prosecutor of the International Criminal Court
(ICC), but, he assured Congolese journalists sceptical about its effectiveness, she "does not get discouraged not".

The Democratic Republic of Congo had already referred the matter to the ICC in 2004, which opened an investigation and handed down three final convictions for crimes committed in the east of the country,
which had been plagued by armed violence for nearly 30 years.

The jurisdiction was seized again this year by Kinshasa, which targets in particular the M23 ( "March 23 Movement" ), a rebellion, supported by Rwanda according to numerous sources, which has seized parts
of territory in North Kivu. In June, the ICC prosecutor announced his intention to carry out a "preliminary examination".

It is necessary to "clarify" whether this second referral concerns "a new crime or the continuum of crime already denounced", declared Mr. Niang during a press conference, at the end of a three-day visit to the
DRC. “We are assessing the situation,” he said.

Questions from journalists then revolved around when prosecutions would be initiated. “Our approach cannot be yours, the conclusion cannot come before the investigations,” noted the deputy prosecutor.

Then, questioned about the slowness of the procedures and the limited impact of the ICC's action "especially when we place ourselves on the side of the victims", Mr. Niang replied: "I must humbly agree with
you". “What we are doing is far, very far from being enough, neither in terms of pace nor in terms of impact. ”

But, he continued, we must see "the crime that we deal with genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes...", forms of crime "which often cause thousands" or even "people millions of victims.

The ICC mainly targets the "intellectual perpetrators of crimes, the leaders, who are often armed, powerful, difficult to access", Mr. Niang also underlined.

“What is reassuring is that this justice system is not discouraged, that it will take the time it takes, but will provide justice to the victims,” he said, recalling that crimes falling within of the ICC were
imprescriptible.

International justice is therefore “useful for these victims, but also for all of humanity” , according to the deputy prosecutor. It carries “the message” that “we cannot kill people with impunity, particularly
because of who they are, what they think or their beliefs” .
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Lake Chad Region — Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon

Terrorists Invade Niger State Community, Kidnap APC Former Chairman From His Residence (Sahara Reporters) November 24, 2023

Suspected terrorists on Thursday invaded Zungeru community in Niger State and kidnapped a former chairman of the All Progressives Congress
(APC), in the Wushishi Local Government Area, Alhaji Sule Muhammad, Daily Trust reports.

It was learnt that the suspected terrorists stormed the town in the early hours of Thursday, shooting intermittently before taking the victim away.

Residents of the community, who confirmed the incident to Daily Trust, revealed that the former chairman was kidnapped at his residence around 12 am on Thursday while his daughter and son were injured by
the gunmen.

One of the residents said, “When they (gunmen) came around on Thursday, they started the sporadic shooting and it lasted for about an hour before they took away the former APC Chairman, Wushishi LGA,
Alhaji Sule.”

“They shot his daughter in the leg and one of his sons also sustained cutlass cuts. As I speak with you, they have not established contact with the family,” said a resident, who preferred not to be named.

The Niger State Police Command’s spokesperson, DSP Wasiu Abiodun, could not be reached by phone. He also did not respond to a text message sent to him.

Tinubu committed to ending Boko Haram insurgency — Defence minister (Champion Newspapers Limited) By Ahmed Mari
November 28, 2023

The Minister of Defence, Alhaji Badaru Abubakar has assured Nigerians and the people of the Northeast that President Bola Ahmed Tinubu is
committed to ending insurgency and other crimes in the country very soon.

Abubakar, who was accompanied by Minister of State for Defence, Alhaji Bello Matawalle, the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), Gen Christopher Musa, Chief of Army Staff (CAS), Lt Gen. Taoreed Lagbaja, Chief of
the Air Staff (CAS), Air Marshal Hassan Abubakar, Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), Vice Admiral Emmanuel Ogaba were in Maiduguri on an assessment visit to Northeast Operation Hadin Kai to assess the war
against Boko Haram insurgency.

Addressing journalists shortly after a closed door meeting with the Service Chiefs and commemders at the Operation Kai headquarters, Maimalari Cantonment, Maidugri on Tuesday, the Minister of Defence,
Alhaji Abubakar Badaru said “we are in the theater Operations Kai to see things for ourselves, develop a strategy and see how we can end Insurgency and other crimes across the nation.

“President Bola Tinubu is committed to ending insurgency, banditry, kidnapping and other crimes, that was why he asked us to be here. So we have discussed with the commanders on the field and the Borno
State Governor Babagana Zulum and he told us about the improvement recorded.”

He said “I assure you we have the support of the President and by the grace of God very soon the Boko Haram insurgency will come to an end “.

While addressing the troops, the Minister said ” I bring with me greetings and appreciation from the President and Commander- in -Chief, President Bola Tinubu. He appreciates the sacrifices you have been
making to keep the nation safe”.

He said “you are the real heroes of the nation, the Federal Government is committed to your welfare and that of your families for their sacrifices. Your welfare is our priority.

.I am aware of your improved welfare. We are going procure more equipment and platforms”.

He urged the troops to put their best to end the madness of Boko Haram insurgency in the Northeast, adding that Nigerians are proud of their sacrifices.

During their visit to the Government House, Maidugurii, Governor Babagana Zulum of Borno State revealed that the ongoing sustainable onslaught by the military in the fight against terrorists has led to the
voluntary surrender of over 160,000 Boko Haram terrorists in the North East of Nigeria.

Zulum warned that the influx of Boko Haram and ISWAP terrorists and proliferation of light arms from the Sahelian region to the Lake Chad Basin will prolong the fight against insurgency in the basin..

The Governor said in the last 13 years, the Chad Basin countries which comprises Nigeria, Cameroon and Niger republics, have been tormented by Boko Haram insurgency and ISWAP .

“The influx of ISWAP and proliferation of light arms from the Sahelian region through the porous borders of the Chad Basin countries, especially Borno State, is worrisome,” he raised the alarm.The Sahel is
now our major problem,” he stated, suggesting, “we have to make sure that there is no safe Haven in Borno State to succeed in the terror war.”, Zulum added.

“Generally, the security situation in Borno State has tremendously improved. There are Boko Haram, but they are not strong. The only way we can degrade the insurgents and clear the Chad Basin of insurgency
is by upscaling and continuous military operations,” .

He announced that due to sustained military operations across Borno State, the number of repentant insurgents has now risen to 160,000.

Earlier, the Defence Minister, Muhammadu Badaru Abubakar, said he was in Borno State, accompanied by the Minister of State, Mohammed Matawalle, the Chief of Defence Staff, Gen. Christopher Musa, and
all the Service Chiefs to assess the the progress in the terror war.
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Mali judiciary opens investigation following mass grave discovery in former rebel stronghold (Anadolu Ajansi) By Aurore Bonny
November 22, 2023

An investigation has been opened in Mali following the discovery of a mass grave in Kidal, a northern town formerly under rebel control and now in
the hands of the army, the prosecutor of this West African republic announced in a statement made public on Tuesday.

"The Malian Defense and Security Forces (FAMAs) discovered a mass grave in Kidal during their security operations," recalled Amadou Bocar Toure, the public prosecutor of the judicial pole specialized in the
fight against terrorism and transnational crime, in a note dated Monday and made public on Tuesday.

This reminder follows the events reported on Thursday by the Malian army. According to Toure, an investigation has been opened to shed light on the matter and identify and arrest the perpetrators, co-
perpetrators and accomplices.

They will have to "answer for their actions before the courts," he added. He accused "a seriousness of facts revealed and likely to constitute alleged offenses of acts of terrorism and human rights violations, in
particular war crimes and crimes against humanity."

This macabre discovery came in the context of the Malian army's historic hold on the town of Kidal, which has remained a rebel separatist stronghold since 2012 and under the yoke of terrorism.

"The fact that the public prosecutor is taking on this case is very useful. However, some dispute the existence of this mass grave and believe it to be possibly false and manipulation by the Malian army and,
therefore, by the transitional government. The investigation results will enable us to make a more definitive statement," said Regis Hounkpe, a pan-African geopolitics expert contacted by Anadolu.

He explained that it is up to the public prosecutor to get to the bottom of the case, which he considered to be a crime against humanity more than a war crime.

"But the fact remains that this territory in particular, and northern Mali in general, has been doomed to the hands of armed terrorist groups, so anything is possible. In this type of terrorist act, we can include
rebels who are against the government as well as other armed terrorist groups," he added.

For Hounkpe, it is necessary to wait for the courts and international organizations to rule.

"This is a crime against humanity, given that we also need the UN and an independent international justice system to closely examine what happened," he said.
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War Crimes Court Drops Case of ‘Dead’ Ex-LRA Commander (VOA News) November 17, 2023

The International Criminal Court said Friday it had ended proceedings against Vincent Otti, the former deputy head of the notorious Ugandan Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA), as it believed he had died.

Otti was facing 32 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity including murder, rape, forced enlistment of children, cruel treatment and pillaging.

But deserters from the LRA said as early as 2007 that LRA leader Joseph Kony had executed Otti, who had been instrumental in peace talks.

The court said it agreed with prosecutors that all available evidence indicated "that Mr. Otti was killed in a remote area of the Democratic Republic of Congo in October 2007."

ICC prosecutor Karim Khan said last year he wanted to revive a case against Kony, a fugitive who is also accused of more than 30 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Kony led the LRA as it terrorized Ugandans for nearly 20 years and battled the government of President Yoweri Museveni from bases in northern Uganda and neighboring countries. In recent years it has
largely been wiped out.

ICC boosts effort to revive case against fugitive Ugandan warlord Kony (Reuters) November 23, 2023

Judges at the International Criminal Court (ICC) gave a boost on Thursday to prosecutors' efforts to secure a hearing on charges they want to bring
against fugitive Ugandan warlord Joseph Kony in his absence.

Kony, the founder and leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), is the ICC's longest standing fugitive. An arrest warrant was issued against him in 2005 for 33 counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

In an interim decision, the judges ruled that prosecutors could file a public document containing the charges they want to bring against Kony.

Once that document is filed, judges will have to ensure that all efforts are made to inform Kony of the case against him before they can agree to a confirmation of charges hearing in absentia, the ruling said.

ICC prosecutor Karim Kahn requested last year a hearing in the case to offer a "meaningful milestone" for victims and to present the depth of evidence gathered against Kony by his office.

Led by Kony, the LRA terrorized Ugandans for nearly 20 years as it battled the government of President Yoweri Museveni from bases in northern Uganda and neighbouring countries. It has now largely been
wiped out.

Allegations against Kony include murder, cruel treatment, enslavement, rape and attacks against the civilian population.
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DPP Considers Crime Against Humanity In The Case Of Enforced Disappearance Of 2 Indians And Kenyan (Capital News) November 16, 2023

Kenyan lawmakers voted on Thursday to support a request to deploy hundreds of police officers to Haiti in a U.N.-approved mission aimed at helping
the Caribbean nation tackle gang violence.

In July, Kenya pledged to offer 1,000 police officers after Haiti appealed for international help with security personnel to assist in its battle against gangs blamed for spiralling violence.

But in early October an opposition party went to court and got an order suspending the deployment.

It claimed the plan did not involve public participation and was also unconstitutional because only the military could be deployed outside the country.

Parliament's deputy speaker Gladys Boss called a vote and lawmakers approved the deployment, citing a report that said the deployment meets the constitutional requirement to take into account public views,
which were collected between Nov. 2 and 9.

As Haiti's Prime Minister had placed the request for Kenya's officers the request had met requirements under Kenya's laws, a parliamentary committee concluded.

Gabriel Tongoyo, chairperson of parliament's Administration and Internal Security Committee, said the deployment term was for one year and the United Nations will bear its costs.

The United Nations estimates some 200,000 Haitians have been displaced during escalating violence, with armed gangs carrying out indiscriminate killings, kidnappings, gang rapes and torching people's
homes.

A court hearing the case on Thursday challenging the deployment's legality will deliver its verdict on January 26, said Charles Midenga, a lawyer for the petitioner.

ICC halts investigation into deadly post-election violence in Kenya (Anadolu Ajansi) By Andrew Wasike 
November 28, 2023

The International Criminal Court (ICC) announced Monday that it is halting an investigation into violence that broke out after Kenya’s 2007
presidential elections which led to charges against six suspects accused of crimes against humanity.

The 2007-2008 post-election violence inflicted a devastating toll, claiming over 1,200 lives as the nation grappled with political and ethnic unrest.

The ICC announced the conclusion of the investigation, noting the decision was reached after a careful consideration of the specific facts and circumstances surrounding the case.

It noted that it will not pursue additional cases of alleged criminal responsibility.

"After assessing all the information available to me at this time, I have decided to conclude the investigation phase in the situation in Kenya. I have reached this decision after considering the specific facts and
circumstances of this situation," said ICC Deputy Prosecutor Nazhat Shameem Khan.

"Accordingly, the office will not pursue additional cases into the alleged criminal responsibility of other persons."

The investigation in Kenya began in 2010 following allegations of widespread crimes against humanity committed in the context of post-election violence in 2007 and 2008.

It led to charges against six suspects in two separate cases. Notable figures included William Ruto, Kenya’s current president, who was accused of orchestrating violence, and Joshua Arap Sang, a radio
executive, who was charged with inciting violence through the media.

Uhuru Kenyatta, who served as Kenya's president until last year, was also implicated in the ICC proceedings for crimes against humanity.

However, the charges against Ruto, Sang and Kenyatta were later dropped due to insufficient evidence and witness interference.

Others who were accused of crimes against humanity include former journalist Walter Barasa, lawyer Paul Gicheru, and laywer Philip Kipkoech Bett.

Following the death of Gicheru, the Trial Chamber terminated the proceedings against him.

However, the ICC maintained its capacity to act on information related to retaliation against witnesses.

Notably, cases against Barasa and Bett for offenses against the administration of justice remain before the Court.

"Our work in the situation in Kenya will continue in relation to the two pending cases," Khan said.

"We will continue to monitor the situation closely and will take action if appropriate," he added, noting that the relevant authorities in Kenya have been informed of the decision.
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Sunak battles Supreme Court ruling: What next for the UK’s Rwanda plan? (Al Jazeera) By Federica Marsi 
November 16, 2023

Hours after the United Kingdom’s Supreme Court ruled that the government’s plan to send asylum seekers to the African country was unlawful, Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak promised to introduce emergency legislation that confirms that Rwanda is a safe country.

The emergency legislation “will provide a guarantee in law that those who are relocated from the UK to Rwanda will be protected against removal from Rwanda.”

It will also “ensure that people cannot further delay flights by bringing systemic challenges in our domestic courts, and stop our policy being repeatedly blocked,” Sunak told reporters on Wednesday.

The announcement came as human rights groups celebrated the Supreme Court decision, stating that asylum seekers would be at “risk of ill-treatment” if sent back to their home countries once in Rwanda.

A joint civil society statement signed by 140 organisations, including prominent campaign groups such as the Runnymede Trust and Liberty, had described the plan as “cruel and immoral”.

“We urge the Government to immediately abandon such plans with Rwanda or with any other country, and instead protect the rights of people who have come to our country in search of sanctuary,” it said.

Maddie Harris, founder of the UK-based Humans for Rights Network – which also signed the statement – said the Supreme Court had made it “abundantly clear that Rwanda causes a serious risk to individuals
in terms of refoulement to countries where they may face persecution or death”.

“An emergency law does not eliminate that risk. What the [UK] government is saying is: ‘We don’t care if we send people back to their death,’” she told Al Jazeera.

Harris said it was unclear how an emergency law could take precedence over a Supreme Court ruling.

“This is an unprecedented announcement and [we will have to see] if this is political posturing or if it allows them the possibility to remove people,” she said.

The court decision on Wednesday dealt a major blow to Sunak, whose promise to crack down on undocumented migration across the English Channel stands largely unfulfilled as he prepares for a general
election that must be held at some point before the end of January 2025.

“This was not the outcome we wanted, but we have spent the last few months planning for all eventualities and we remain completely committed to stopping the boats,” he told reporters.

‘Clear breach of international law’ Catherine Woollard, director of the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE), told Al Jazeera that the situation for refugees in the UK “remains very precarious”.

“It is to be hoped that the government will respect the decision of the Supreme Court, otherwise this will become a rule of law crisis, not just a political issue,” she said.

Woollard added that the controversy needed “to be addressed as a matter of urgency” as asylum seekers were stuck in limbo, often in detention.

At least 75 percent of the people seeking protection in the UK are refugees and are officially recognised as in need of protection at first instance. Even more receive a protection status after a review of the first
decision as they hail from war-torn countries including Syria, Afghanistan, Iran and Iraq.

“The national legislation that codified this deal essentially removed the right to apply for asylum in Europe from people arriving across the Channel. This is a clear breach of international law,” Woollard said.

Akiko Hart, interim director of the civil rights group Liberty, said attempts to relocate asylum seekers to a third country are part of a broader push to dismantle important checks and balances that prevent the
government from infringing human rights.

“They are trying to change the rules so that only they can win. We all have human rights by virtue of being human, no matter how hard the government tries to divide us,” Hart said in a statement. “We must
protect everyone’s human rights – especially those seeking safety and protection from harm.”

Amnesty International UK said that the government has been pursuing an “underlying policy of refusing to process people’s asylum claims”.

“This policy has made complete chaos of the UK’s asylum system and this shameful deal has simply exacerbated the mess,” Sacha Deshmukh, Amnesty International UK’s chief executive, said in a statement.

“The only responsible, effective and decent response to this judgement should be to get down to the serious task of fairly and efficiently determining people’s claims.”

Immigration Minister Robert Jenrick had hinted earlier this year that the government would be prepared to leave the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) – a bill of rights that protects the right to
life, security, freedom of thought and expression that dates back to 1953 – to pave the way for deportations to Rwanda.

Deshmukh said the idea that the UK should withdraw from the ECHR “to pursue this failed policy” was “nonsensical and should be immediately binned”.

“The government should make policies which fit with the law, not fit the law around their policies,” he said.

Una Boyd, an immigration solicitor at the Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ), told Al Jazeera that the Rwanda plan was part of a “broader pattern of the UK government undermining and
attacking the ECHR”.

For the Belfast-based organisation, the matter is of particular importance as the ECHR rights underpin the commitment to the Good Friday Agreement, a power-sharing arrangement between the British and
Irish governments and most of the political parties in Northern Ireland signed in 1998.

“In Northern Ireland, any attack on the ECHR undermines and threatens our peace agreements,” Boyd said. “CAJ is calling for the UK government to move towards a fair and human rights complaint
immigration regime, which protects the rights of everyone in our communities.”

US Says Rwanda, DR Congo Leaders Agree On Steps To De-escalate (Barron’s) November 21, 2023

The US intelligence chief secured promises from the leaders of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo to de-escalate after alarm over a surge
in violence, the White House said Tuesday.

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines traveled to the two countries Sunday and Monday and said the United States would monitor their efforts.

Rwandan President Paul Kagame and DR Congo President Felix Tshisekedi each offered commitments to Haines to "de-escalate tensions in eastern DRC," a White House statement said.

"Acknowledging the long history of conflict in this region, Presidents Kagame and Tshisekedi plan to take specific steps to reduce current tensions by addressing the respective security concerns of both
countries," it said.

The White House did not immediately go into specifics on their promises but said it drew on previous African-led negotiations in the Kenyan capital Nairobi and a follow-up conference in the Angolan capital
Luanda.

The Angolan initiative, exactly a year ago, called for a ceasefire and disarmament of rebel groups in the eastern DRC including M23 rebels with a potential regional force to enforce compliance.

Despite that agreement, M23 rebels have stepped up attacks in recent months and have seized much of North Kivu province.

Kinshasa accuses the M23 rebels, who are primarily Tutsis, of enjoying support from Rwanda -- a claim publicly backed by the United States.

Kagame frequently has demanded action against Rwandan Hutus in the neighboring country linked to the 1994 genocide against Tutsis.

Earlier this month, M23 rebels seized the North Kivu village of Kishishe, around the historic stronghold of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, created by Rwandan Hutu leaders linked to the
genocide.

In November 2022, M23 rebels killed 171 people in Kishishe, according to the UN, mainly boys and men they accused of being militiamen.
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In November 2022, M23 rebels killed 171 people in Kishishe, according to the UN, mainly boys and men they accused of being militiamen.

The United States, which has cordial relations with both countries, has repeatedly sought to mediate, with Secretary of State Antony Blinken recently calling both Kagame and Tshisekedi.

The trip by Haines, who was accompanied by top US officials on Africa, comes as international powers try to encourage calm in the runup to presidential elections in DR Congo on December 20.

The country has endured decades of instability but experienced its first peaceful transfer of power after Tshisekedi's victory following the last presidential election in December 2018.

Commotion in Brussels Court as Wife Testifies in Twahirwa’s Trial for Genocide Crimes (KT Press) By Jean De La Croix Tabaro 
November 22, 2023

Proceedings in the trial of genocide suspect Seraphin Twahirwa were thrown into near chaos, with the introduction of the suspect’s wife, by the
prosecution.

During the Procès verbal, or witness interview, Primitive Uwimana, a genocide survivor had told investigators, that she had been forced into marriage with Twahirwa, who had become notorious for raping Tutsi
women, and girls, and threatening to murder their families, if they raised any objections.

She had little choice but to accept the forced marriage, because Twahirwa had threatened to wipe out her family, if they tried to rescue their daughter.

In her court appearance for the prosecution however, she seemed to contradict the earlier statement to the investigators, testifying that the marriage followed a friendship between her and Twahirwa.

The prosecution told the court that their witness had come under intense pressure from Twahirwa, not to testify to the truth.

Dressed smartly, in an orange business suit, Uwimana appeared nervous and distressed by the proceedings. The now fifty-three-year-old during what she described as rape, had resulted in the birth of three
children, two girls and a boy, but that she now remains with only one girl in Kenya where she lives. Of the two, one had mental health problems, and simply disappeared, to be followed by his sister. She has no
idea where the two children are, although she believes one may be in South Africa.

It is being questioned about the details that seemed to distress Uwimana the most. She asked the court to give her testimony in camera, a request opposed by the prosecution, but enthusiastically received by the
defence. Uwimana, who was 18 at the time of the alleged forced marriage, said there was much she could not say publicly, because it involved her relatives.

A row ensued between defence and prosecution lawyers, the defence demanding that Uwimana’s testimony be heard in camera, and the prosecution that it be heard publicly. The prosecution insisted that their
witness had been threatened by the defendant, and were ready to produce his mobile telephone, which they say showed that despite the claim that he had not spoken to Uwimana, showed that he had
telephoned her on at least a 1000 occasions. Their witness they said was now saying what she was, under extreme duress.

The row between the two opposing sides subsided only when the court’s security intervened, and the judge adjourned the case.

Twahirwa, is accused of having been a prominent leader of the notorious Interahamwe militias, who were at the forefront of the over a million murders of men, women and children, during the 1994 Genocide
Against the Tutsi. He is accused of not only leading the killings, but of directly committing murders and mass rapes, about which he would openly boast. Witnesses have testified that in Karambo, and Kicukiro
districts especially, Twahirwa reveled in raping girls and women, boasting of his crime to the victims’ families and husbands, warning them that they would be next to be murdered, if they protested.

Uwimana had earlier referred to Twahirwa’s brutality, as the reason she had to stay with him, if members of her family were to be spared. When the Rwanda Patriotic Forces (RPF) Inkotanyi ended the murders,
Twahirwa fled with the rest of the genocidal forces to Goma, in the Democratic Republic of Cong (DRC), taking Uwimana with her. But she managed to separate from him, going to Nairobi, Kenya, where she
now lives, with her one child. Twahirwa eventually fled to Belgium.

The case will continue after the judge decides whether Uwimana’s testimony can be heard in camera.
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Survivor details alleged horrific violence by genocide suspect Munyemana (The New Times) By Aurore Teta Ufitiwabo 
November 23, 2023

In her testimony before the Cour d’assises de Paris, a survivor of the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi recounted the brutal nightmare she endured
under the orders of Dr. Sostherne Munyemana.

She testified in the ongoing trial which focuses on Munyemana's alleged role in the genocide, particularly in the Tumba Sector.

The witness, who was 25 years old at the time and married with two children, described the horrors she experienced during the genocide. She detailed how she was held captive alongside other Tutsi women,
raped and tortured on the orders of Munyemana.

According to her testimony, Munyemana instructed the Interahamwe, a militant Hutu group, to target young Tutsi women for sexual violence or forced marriages.

The witness further revealed that Munyemana, in collaboration with other sector leaders, initiated roadblocks where numerous Tutsi were targeted and killed. She alleged that Munyemana maintained a list of
people to be killed.

The killings did not stop at physical violence. The witness claimed that Tutsi women were injected with syringes containing deadly substances in their private parts.

These needles, provided by Munyemana, were allegedly filled with medicines aimed at causing rapid death. The witness spoke of the unimaginable moment she witnessed, such as removing syringes from her
mother-in-law's body.

According to the survivor, Munyemana, a gynaecologist actively participated in encouraging the Interahamwe to commit further killings.

The witness also recalled Munyemana's departure in June, leaving the area without fulfilling the promised rewards to the perpetrators. This departure allegedly led to protests among the Interahamwe, who
demanded payment and advocated for the killing of the hostages, arguing that Munyemana's exit signified their defeat.

Munyemana faces five charges, including, genocide, being complicity in a genocide crime, complicity in crimes against humanity and participation in preparation of genocide.

Available information indicates that the suspect was born in 1955 in Mbare, the former Commune of Musambira, in the former Gitarama prefecture.

After completing studies at the University of Rwanda in Huye, Munyemana specialised in gynaecology at the University of Bordeaux II in France.

On his return, he worked at the University Hospital in Butare (CHUB) and taught in the faculty of medicine at the University of Rwanda.

During the Genocide, Munyemana resided in the Gitwe cell, in Tumba Sector. His wife and three children remained in France. Munyemana was on leave from the end of March to early May 1994, when he
participated in the Genocide, after which he fled to France.

In 2007, Gacaca courts tried him in absentia and sentenced him to 30 years and another life sentence in jail, for genocide crimes he committed in Tumba where he lived.

Among other atrocities he committed in Tumba include the incarceration of the Tutsi in Tumba Sector’s meeting room and the selection of people to be killed.

He was also charged with the distribution of guns that former Prime Minister Jean Kambanda gave him, and the killings at Mukoni roadblock.

Munyemana fled to France in 1994 and continued his medical career at Villeneuve-sur-Lot Hospital until 2009 he was suspended.

After completing studies at the University of Rwanda in Huye, Munyemana specialised in gynaecology at the University of Bordeaux II in France.

Somalia
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Unlawful detention, physical assault in Ethiopia of two staff ‘very serious diplomatic incident’: AfDB (Addis Standard) November 16, 2023

After weeks of local media reports on the detention and physical assault sustained by senior staff working at Ethiopia Country Office of African
Development Bank (AfDB), the bank has today admitted that on 31 October 2023, “two staff members of the African Development Bank Group
based in Addis Abeba were unlawfully arrested, physically assaulted, and detained for many hours by elements of the security forces without any
official explanation.”

In a statement sent to Addis Standard, the Bank, which enjoys a close relationship with the Ethiopian government, called the detention and assault of its staff “a very serious diplomatic incident,” and that
it’s complaints to the Ethiopian government has been “formally acknowledged”, but fell short of mentioned the victims of the detention and subsequent assault.

Local media reports indicated that one of the victims were Dr. Abdul Kamara, AfDB’s Deputy Director General for East Africa, and Ethiopia office Country Manager, leading to a decision by the Bank to
allegedly suspend its office operations in Addis Abeba. However, despite several e-mail correspondences with Addis Standard, the Bank neither confirmed, nor denied the names of the victims involved.

During the weekly briefing given to local media today, Ambassador Meles Alem, Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was asked by journalists to confirm if reports of dispute between the Bank
and the Ethiopian Ministry of Finance over unpaid annual fee by the later led to the incident and the Bank’s subsequent decision to suspend its office operations were valid.

Ambassador Meles is quoted as saying: “the incident did not cause the bank to close its office, and the relationship between the two was not severed.”

The official statement today says that the Bank is “pleased that the Prime Minister of Ethiopia immediately acted when he learnt of the incident, ordered the immediate release of the affected staff and
promised to order an immediate investigation into the incident.” It also said it “assures all its partners that its operations in Ethiopia have not been affected by this incident.”

Regardless, the Bank said the incident was “a very serious diplomatic incident, and the African Development Bank has since lodged a formal complaint with the Ethiopian authorities.”

The Ethiopian government has not only formally acknowledged its complaint, but also “recognized the gravity of the incident, and reassured us that all those involved in breaking the law will be thoroughly
investigated and brought to justice, ensuring transparency and full accountability,” according to the statement.

The Ethiopia government has also “reassured the African Development Bank that its staff in Ethiopia and those traveling to the country on mission will continue to enjoy full respect of their rights, privileges
and diplomatic immunities under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations as well as the African Development Bank’s Host Country Agreement with the Government of Ethiopia.”

While affirming the values of “its excellent relations with the government of Ethiopia”, AFDB says it is “currently engaged with the authorities, through diplomatic channels, concerning the incident”, and
assured its commitment to the safety, security, rights and privileges of all its staff in all countries where the Bank operates.

In August this year, AfDB has awarded grant funding totaling $84.3 million to Ethiopia to advance wheat production and increase farmers’ incomes. Ethiopia’s Finance Minister Ahmed Shide and Dr
Kamara, signed the grant agreement.

In September, the Bank’s Board of Directors has granted approval for a $104 million funding package to support a transmission project in eastern Ethiopia.

US to resume food aid deliveries to Ethiopia after pause due to theft (France 24) November 15, 2023

Ethiopia's food crisis has deepened in recent years as a result of war in the Tigray region and the Horn of Africa's worst drought in decades.

"USAID is committing to a one-year trial period of the nationwide resumption, during which we will continuously monitor and evaluate the efficacy of the reforms put in place by USAID, implementing
partners, and the government of Ethiopia," the statement said.

USAID in June said it was suspending food aid to Ethiopia because its donations were being stolen, and last month resumed food assistance to refugees in the country.

The decision impacted dozens of refugee sites, but none were in Tigray, an official said, where a two-year war between the federal government and forces led by the region's dominant political party ended in
a truce in last November. The conflict led to tens of thousands of deaths and created famine-like conditions for hundreds of thousands.

USAID in the statement on Tuesday said Washington was resuming food aid across the country after significant diplomatic engagement over the last several months resulted in "widespread and substantial
reforms of the food assistance structure by the government of Ethiopia and our humanitarian partners."

The agency said the reforms will "fundamentally shift" Ethiopia's food aid system, including by strengthening program monitoring and oversight and reinforcing commodity tracking, among other
measures.

The government of Ethiopia agreed to operational changes in their work with humanitarian partners that will improve the partners' ability to identify beneficiaries, USAID said, and also committed to
providing unimpeded access for the agency and third-party monitors to review sites throughout the country.

"USAID places the highest priority on taking every possible measure to make sure that US humanitarian assistance is used for its intended purpose, reaches the most vulnerable, and ultimately saves lives,"
the statement said.

"Given the significant number of people in need of food assistance in Ethiopia, we are pleased these important reforms will allow the delivery of food assistance to those who need it most."

Crisis Group urges Ethiopian gov’t to engage in negotiations to resolve escalating conflict in Amhara region (Addis Standard) November 17, 2023

A recent report from the International Crisis Group has urged the Ethiopian government to initiate peace negotiations as a means to resolve the
escalating conflict in the Amhara region of Ethiopia.

The report highlights that the government is confronted with a significant security threat posed by an armed insurgency that has emerged in the Amhara region. To effectively address this unrest, the
International Crisis Group calls upon authorities to directly tackle the underlying grievances fueling the conflict.

According to the think tank organization, the fighting in the Amhara region originates from a complex interplay of grievances among Ethiopia’s major ethnic groups, which Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has
struggled to adequately address since assuming office in 2018.

The Crisis Group traces the roots of the conflict back to a peace agreement in late 2022, which marked the end of the war in the neighboring Tigray region. However, many individuals in the Amhara region
who had fought alongside federal forces against Tigrayan rebels felt betrayed by the peace pact. Tensions escalated as the federal government attempted to assert control over Amhara militias that had
mobilized during the Tigray war.

The report also warns that the conflict in the Amhara region further complicates other unresolved crises facing Prime Minister Abiy. Notably, an insurgency is ongoing in Ethiopia’s largest Oromia region,
reconciliation in Tigray remains fragile, and relations between Ethiopia and Eritrea are deteriorating due to a dispute over port access.

Moreover, the report highlights how the conflict has exacerbated existing tensions between the Amhara and the dominant Oromo ethnic groups. Many people in Amhara now argue that the federal
authorities have failed to curb attacks against Amhara civilians allegedly carried out by Oromo militants in neighboring areas.

William Davison, the senior analyst for Ethiopia at the Crisis Group, emphasized the difficulty of unraveling Ethiopia’s complex web of longstanding disputes. He stressed the need for Prime Minister Abiy
to develop both short-term and long-term strategies to effectively address the challenges he currently faces.

[back to contents]

EUROPE

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, War Crimes Chamber

Wartime Bosnian Army Officer Acquitted of Shelling Serb Civilians (Balkan Insight) November 22, 2023

The Bosnian state court's appeals chamber has upheld the war crimes acquittal of the former commander of the Bosnian Army's Fourth Corps,
Ramiz Drekovic, his lawyers told BIRN.

The state prosecution's appeal against the acquittal was rejected as unfounded by the court, the lawyers said.

In the first-instance verdict in May 2023, the court concluded that it had not been proved beyond reasonable doubt that Drekovic had ordered the Fourth Corps in the village of Bjelimici to indiscriminately
shell Serb civilians in Kalinovik three times in the period from May 21 to June 7, 1995.

"In order to be able to establish the defendant's criminal responsibility in this specific case, it must be proved that the defendant issued orders and that those orders were acted upon," said presiding judge
Stanisa Gluhajic when pronouncing the verdict.

Gluhajic added that it had been proved without doubt that Drekovic issued an order to a forward command post in the village of Bjelimici to fire five projectiles on May 25, 1995, and that an 11-year-old boy
had been injured.

"However, the chamber assesses that the prosecution has not proved that the injury occurred because the defendant's orders were acted upon," said Gluhajic.

Drekovic was also accused of bearing responsibility for the killing of a 15-year-old girl and injuries to five schoolchildren on June 3, 1995, as well as injuring one civilian on May 22.

But the court determined that although Fourth Corps units were militarily active on those dates, Drekovic's orders had not been included as evidence in the case file.

The verdict said that the court could not accept the prosecution's view that only Drekovic could have issued the order to open fire.

Judge Gluhajic also noted that the prosecution's expert witnesses, due to the passage of time, were unable to determine with certainty the calibre of the projectiles and the type of weapons used in the attacks
listed in the indictment.

Bosnia Acquits Two Wartime Policemen of Crimes Against Humanity (Balkan Insight) November 27, 2023

The Bosnian state court in Sarajevo on Monday acquitted Predrag Markocevic, the former commander of the police's Public Security Station in
Teslic, and Marinko Djukic, the former head of the Criminal Division at the Public Security Station, of involvement in preparing and carrying out
plans for the killings, illegal imprisonment, torture and inhumane treatment of Bosniak and Croat civilians in the town of Teslic in 1992.

The court's first-instance verdict found the two former police officers not guilty of committing crimes against humanity together with members of a military and police formation known as 'Mice'.

The court concluded that the crimes were committed while the Mice formation was in Teslic, however.

Presiding judge Davorin Jukic said that almost all the witnesses confirmed that the security situation in Teslic deteriorated after June 3, 1992, when members of Mice, behaving aggressively, spreading fear
and asserting their authority over the local police force.

"The judging panel found that Mice completely took control of the Teslic Public Security Station," said Jukic. "Markocevic and Djukic did not have the real power to resist such a formation and therefore
could not make a decisive contribution [ to the crimes]," the judge explained.

Markocevic and Djukic were acquitted on five counts of crimes carried out by members of the police and Mice, including the illegal arrest and detention of civilians at the Public Security Station, where
prisoners were kept in bad conditions and beaten. Several of them died because of the abuse to which they were subjected.

The defendants were acquitted of charges that they did not prevent the Mice fighters from abusing the prisoners at the Public Security Station and that they transferred about 50 civilians to a Territorial
Defence force warehouse in Teslic, where they were also abused.

Markocevic and Djukic were further cleared of involvement in the transportation of the 18 remaining prisoners from the Public Security Station to nearby Mount Borje, where they were killed.

Markocevic was also acquitted on one count of having ordered and coordinated the arrest of two civilians, while Djukic was acquitted of beating one civilian of failing to prevent the abuse of another. The
judge said the testimonies given by witness about these counts in the indictment were not sufficient for a conviction.

Monday's first-instance verdict can be appealed.

The trial in the case began five years ago and initially also involved a third defendant, Dusan Kuzmanovic, the former head of the Teslic Public Security Station. But the proceedings against Kuzmanovic were
separated from the others a few months ago because he escaped.
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Witnesses in Kosovo Ex-Guerrilla's Trial Accuse Prosecution of Using 'Fabricated Evidence' (Balkan Insight) November 24, 2023

Time Kadrijaj, MP for the Kosovo opposition Future Alliance of Kosovo, AAK, and a former member of the Kosovo Liberation Army, KLA, told the
Kosovo Specialist Chambers in the Hague on Friday, in the war crimes case against Pjeter Shala, that the Specialist Prosecutor's Office, SPO, had
accused KLA leaders of crimes using "fabricated evidence" from Serbia.

Testifying as a witness in the trial, Kadrijaj told the court that current trials of former KLA leaders at the Hague are "unjust because we have seen they are (based on) facts that are fabricated and gathered by
the Serbian regime to accuse the heads of the Kosovo Liberation Army".

"For me, they are liberators and continue to be liberators," she told the court.

Kadrijaj, the seventh defence witness in the trial, when asked about previous cases when KLA operational zone commanders were sentenced by Kosovo domestic courts, said: "If they have committed a
crime, the sentences have been pronounced and they answered to justice."

The previous witness, a former MP of the opposition Democratic Party of Kosovo, PDK, Safete Hadergjonaj, told the court on Wednesday that the accused were "our liberators," also claiming that "they
came here with fabrications done by the Serbian secret service".

The charges were "politically motivated, Serbia is continuing a special war against Kosovo," she said, claiming she was also invited to testify "based on a false testimony, that I realized today here at the
Hague, because I did not know why I am here".

Hadergjonaj told the court that she heard about Pjeter Shala only after he was arrested, so "when I received the invitation from the court and saw I would testify for Pjeter Shala, it was surprising and
ridiculous because this was a person I had never seen before in my life."

She noted that, differently from the claims of SPO documents that placed her in Kukes in Albania during the Kosovo war as a nurse, she had "never been in Kukes".

Shala is accused of direct involvement in the arbitrary detention, cruel treatment, torture and murder of prisoners held at the Kukes Metal Factory.

According to the prosecution, 18 people were detained, interrogated and abused at the factory roughly between May 17, 1999 and June 5, 1999. The victims, mostly Kosovo Albanians but also some Roma
people, were allegedly detained for collaborating with Serbia or opposing the KLA.

Shala has pleaded not guilty to all charges. His lawyer has argued that the case against him is "based on hearsay".

Kosovo Indicts Serb for 1999 Dubrava Prison Massacre (Balkan Insight) November 29, 2023

Kosovo's Special Prosecution announced on Wednesday that it has filed an indictment to Pristina Basic Court charging a Serb who has dual
citizenship of Kosovo and Serbia with committing war crimes during the Kosovo war in 1999.

"The defendant is accused of participating in the murder of 109 prisoners and the injuring of 108 other prisoners, all of Albanian nationality [ethnicity], on May 22, 1999 [in what is known as] the 'Dubrava
Massacre'," the prosecution's announcement said.

The suspect, who was only identified by his initials, G.M., is currently in detention.

He was arrested by the Kosovo police in December last year on suspicion of involvement in the massacre at the prison in Peja/Pec in May 1999.

A few days before the massacre, NATO bombed the jail, killing several prisoners in one of its airstrikes aimed at ending the Kosovo war and ending Serbia's campaign of repression against Kosovo
Albanians. Serbian security personnel then assembled hundreds of inmates in the yard of the jail and opened fire on them.

It has been estimated that between 90 and 130 prisoners were killed and around 200 others injured.

The prosecution said on Wednesday that it has managed to secure enough evidence to prove that G.M., "in collaboration with other members of the Serbian police and military forces, participated in and
contributed to committing the criminal violation with which he is being charged".

"Investigations into other suspects are continuing in absentia, due to them being unreachable for the judicial authorities," the prosecution added.
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Turkey's Erdogan Visits Germany as Differences Over Israel-Hamas War Widen (VOA News) November 17, 2023

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is in Germany Friday on a short visit overshadowed by the two countries' very different stances on the
war between Israel and Hamas.

Erdogan is holding meetings with Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Germany's largely ceremonial president, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, in Berlin. Scholz invited Erdogan to visit in May following his re-election.

Turkey has long been viewed as an awkward but essential partner in Germany, which is home to more than 3 million people with Turkish roots. It's a NATO ally that also is important in efforts to control the
flow of refugees and migrants to Europe, an issue on which Scholz faces intense domestic pressure, but there have been tensions in recent years over a variety of issues.

This visit is overshadowed by a growing chasm between the two countries' stances on events following Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel.

Germany is a staunch ally of Israel and has opposed calls for a cease-fire, while pushing for aid to civilians in Gaza, advocating "humanitarian pauses" and seeking to keep open channels of communication
with other countries in the region to prevent the conflict from spreading.

Erdogan has taken an increasingly strident stance against Israel. On Wednesday, he called it a "terrorist state" intent on destroying Gaza along with all of its residents. He described Hamas militants as
"resistance fighters" trying to protect their lands and people. Hamas is considered a terrorist organization by Israel, the United States and European Union.

Those and similar comments have appalled politicians across the spectrum in Germany. Asked earlier this week about Erdogan's comments, Scholz didn't mention the Turkish leader by name but said "the
accusations that are being made there against Israel are absurd."

On Wednesday, Scholz told parliament that his talks with Erdogan will include a discussion of "differing views — in this question, it is very important that there is clarity and that we make our own position
very clear."

Israel recalled its diplomats from Turkey last month after Erdogan accused Israel of committing war crimes. Turkey later also recalled its ambassador from Israel.

Another possible area of tension emerged ahead of the visit. Late Thursday, Turkish Defense Minister Yasar Guler said Turkey plans to purchase 40 Eurofighter Typhoon jets, but Germany was impeding the
sale of the warplanes produced by Germany, the U.K., Spain and Italy.

Erdogan blasts Israeli war crimes as Turkish lawyers refer evidence to ICC (Press TV) November 25, 2023

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has reiterated that Israel has been committing war crimes in the Gaza Strip, as a group of legal experts
submitted war crimes evidence to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

Erdogan said on Friday that Tel Aviv has been "committing "war crimes by cutting off electricity, water, and food," in the besieged enclave.

"Civilians that Israel deliberately targets are not limited to children and women. Israel also kills journalists who are trying to reveal the humanitarian tragedy in Gaza to the world despite all the difficulties."

Erdogan added that more than 60 journalists have been killed since Israel waged its brutal war on Gaza on October 7.

The Turkish president made the remarks a day after a delegation of legal experts, including from the Turkish Parliament, submitted a file of evidence to the court in The Hague, calling on the international
body "to hold the responsible ones accountable.".

"No conscience can remain silent about this…we are faced with an indescribable atrocity," said Cüneyt Yüksel, chairperson of the Justice Commission of the Turkish Parliament.

Yüksel said that "even though Israel is not a party to the ICC, Israeli officials can be prosecuted due to Palestine being a party country."

Erdogan had previously said that his government would do everything to bring Israel to the ICC. He also said that his government was making preparations to declare "Israel a war criminal."

Israel waged its genocidal war after the Palestinian resistance movement Hamas launched Operation Al-Aqsa Storm inside the occupied territories in October. The regime has killed at least 14,854 people,
including more than 6,150 children and 4,000 women, in Gaza.

The International Criminal Court's prosecutor Karim Khan said last week that his office has received a referral from five countries to investigate Israel's war crimes in the Palestinian territories. South
Africa, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Comoros, and Djibouti submitted the referral, according to Khan.

Erdogan tells UN chief Israel must be tried in international courts for Gaza crimes (Reuters) November 28, 2023

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday told United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres that Israel must be held accountable in
international courts for what he called war crimes it committed in Gaza, the Turkish presidency said.

Israel has mounted an offensive by air and ground against Hamas militants in Gaza in which more than 15,000 people have been killed, according to Gaza health authorities.

The offensive was launched after Hamas went on a rampage in southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people and taking 240 hostage.

In a phone call ahead of a U.N. Security Council meeting on Gaza planned for Wednesday, Erdogan and Guterres discussed the "expectations of the international community regarding Israel's unlawful
attacks", access of humanitarian aid into the enclave, and efforts for a lasting peace, the Turkish presidency said.

"During the call, President Erdogan said Israel continues to shamelessly trample on international law, the laws of war, and international humanitarian law by looking in the eyes of the international
community, and it must be held accountable for the crimes it committed in front of international law," it said in a statement.

Turkey's foreign ministry said Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan would attend the U.N. Security Council meeting in New York.

In a statement, it added that Fidan would hold also meet his counterparts as part of a so-called contact group of some Muslim countries, formed by the Arab League and Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) this month to discuss Gaza with Western powers and others.

Turkey has harshly criticised Israel's attacks on Gaza and called for an immediate ceasefire to allow for discussions over a two-state solution to the wider Israel-Palestinian conflict.

Erdogan has called the Israeli attacks on Gaza a genocide and accused Israel of being a "teror state". Israel rejects such charges and say it is acting in self-defence against a foe bent on it destruction.

Turkey also hosts some members of Hamas, which it does not consider a terrorist group, unlike the United States, European Union, and some Gulf countries. It has accused the West, apart from Spain and
Belgium, of complicity due to their support of Israel.
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Kosovo Specialist Chambers

Hague Prosecutors Accuse Kosovo Guerrilla Leaders of Witness-Tampering (BalkanInsight) By Perparim Isufi
November 23, 2023

The prosecution at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers in The Hague has demanded a curtailment of visits to defendants Hashim Thaci, Kadri Veseli
and Rexhep Selimi, alleging that the three former leaders of the Kosovo Liberation Army who are now on trial for war crimes have made "unlawful
attempts to interfere with witnesses and obstruct their testimony".

The prosecution claimed that Thaci, Veseli and Selimi revealed the identities of protected witnesses and disseminated the content of confidential testimony to people visiting them at the court's detention
centre in The Hague.

It published parts of redacted transcripts of conversations that Thaci, Veseli and Selimi had with their visitors, allegedly speaking about some of the witnesses in their trial for war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

"The Specialist Prosecutor's Office's investigations have also revealed further attempts to obstruct the proceedings, including the issuing of instructions on how witnesses should testify and planned
approaches to witnesses," the prosecution said in its request, which was filed on November 17 but made public on Wednesday.

It alleged that multiple protected witnesses in the case "have reported being approached by persons attempting to prevent or influence their testimony".

"In a number of instances, these approaches were indicated as having been directed by one or more of the three accused [Thaci, Veseli and Selimi] and/or persons who had visited them in The Hague," it
said. It explained that a judge had authorised the covert audio recording of non-privileged visits to the three men at the detention centre.

The prosecution asked the court to "immediately segregate" Thaci, Veseli and Selimi and suspend all their non-privileged outside communications, including visits, Zoom and phone calls and written
communications, until the judges rule on the prosecution's request for visits to the three men to be curtailed.

Jakup Krasniqi, the fourth defendant in the trial, was not mentioned in the prosecution's filing.

Former Kosovo President Thaci and his three co-defendants are are accused of having individual and command responsibility for crimes that were mainly committed against prisoners held at Kosovo
Liberation Army detention facilities in Kosovo and neighbouring Albania, including 102 murders. They have pleaded not guilty to all charges. Witness protection has been a key issue for the Kosovo
Specialist Chambers after incidents of witness-tampering in previous KLA-related trials at the UN war crimes court in The Hague.

The Specialist Chambers were set up to try crimes allegedly committed during and just after the Kosovo war from 1998 to 2000. They are part of Kosovo's judicial system but are located in the Netherlands
and staffed by internationals.

They were established under pressure from Kosovo's Western allies, who feared that Kosovo's justice system was not robust enough to try cases concerning the Kosovo Liberation Army, KLA, and protect
witnesses from interference.

The so-called 'special court' is widely resented by Kosovo Albanians who see it as an insult to the KLA's war for liberation from Serbian rule.
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Azerbaijan Says France Laying Ground For New Regional War By Arming Armenia (RadioFree Europe) November 21, 2023

Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev accused France on November 21 of creating conditions for a new war in the South Caucasus by supplying arms
to Armenia. France said last month it had agreed new contracts to supply military equipment to Armenia. Baku and Yerevan have fought two wars
in the past three decades but Aliyev scored a major victory in September by recapturing the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, where ethnic
Armenians had enjoyed de facto independence since the early 1990s. More than 100,000 of them have since fled to Armenia.

[back to contents]

Russia

Russia's 'weaponisation' of Ukrainian grain 'highly likely' a war crime (The Telegraph) By Verity Bowman
November 16, 2023

Russia is "highly likely" to be guilty of war crimes following its "systematised weaponisation" of Ukrainian grain supplies, international lawyers
have found.

Since the beginning of the war in February, a Kremlin-linked network of grain extraction has been methodically built up in occupied eastern Ukraine, pointing towards a carefully planned campaign of a
"criminal nature," said human rights law firm Global Rights Compliance (GRC) in a newly-published study.

Russia used large carrier ships purchased before the war to transport grain, seized train tracks and the local means of storage, and set up shipping operations in Ukrainian port facilities to export products
into Russia, the report showed.

As a result of the war, Ukrainian grain exports have been severely disrupted, causing prices to soar and contributing to a global food security crisis.

GRC's investigation, which was carried out between March and June 2023, said that Russia acted deliberately in seizing and controlling the grain trade in occupied areas.

"We saw a systematic approach to the way that food was being weaponised within the conflict," said Catriona Murdoch, the lead of the GRC's Starvation Mobile Justice Team.

"We've not seen anything as sophisticated as this in terms of the ability to transfer millions of tons of grain, and reroute that through occupied areas into Russia and the way that they have wielded that in
terms of political pressure."

An estimated $1 billion worth of grain has been pillaged from Ukraine, the report said.

The report analysed open sources comprising information including photographs, videos, public statements by officials, and other digital data.

It found that upon invasion, Russia seized grain facilities from Ukrainian corporations and private farmers, consolidating control through the Russian-affiliated civilian administration of these facilities.

The Kremlin then invested in networks to transport the grain, including roads, rail and ports.

Global 'havoc' on food supplies

The report found that three 170-metre grain carrier ships were pre-purchased by a Russian defence contractor before the war, which GRC said speaks to pre-planning "on an unprecedented scale".

Ms Murdoch said that it was part of a "concerted plan" to both weaken the livelihoods of many Ukrainians and place "political pressure" on world leaders in relation to food shortages in vulnerable
countries, like those in the Horn of Africa.

Russian blockades of Black Sea ports have left global supplies insecure, reducing Ukraine's ability to export grain and foodstuff to those most vulnerable.

The Black Sea Grain Initiative marked an attempt to reintroduce exports from Ukraine to the global market, but it expired in July 2023 after Russia unilaterally refused to extend its term.

"It has given Russia a real trump card in terms of being able to bring people to the negotiating table," Ms Murdoch said, explaining the link to the Black Sea initiative.

Grain extraction occurred in occupied Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia, according to the report.

Multiple convoys were seen carrying grain towards Crimea, while GPS trackers on vehicles stolen from farmers showed them driving into Russia via Crimea.

Rail networks were also used, along with barges that were loaded with supplies from Berdiansk Port in Zaporizhzhia, with potential destinations including Rostov-on-Don, Russia, or Kerch in Crimea.

Job adverts posted to Telegram by Russian logistics companies, and analysed by the investigators, show they could not get enough drivers in time to transport the vast quantities of stolen Ukrainian grain to
Russia.

GRC found that the first extractions of grain occurred in March 2022.

"The scale of what we're talking about here is something that is unprecedented because we're talking about millions and millions of tons of grain," Ms Murdoch said.

"It has disrupted global food supply, creating havoc on a global scale."

Russia: Anti-war activist Aleksandra Skochilenko sentenced to seven years in prison following sham trial (Amnesty International) November 16, 2023

Responding to the news that Aleksandra Skochilenko has been convicted of "disseminating knowingly false information about the Russian Armed
Forces" and sentenced to seven years in prison for replacing price tags with anti-war messages in a Saint Petersburg supermarket, Marie
Struthers, Amnesty International's Eastern Europe and Central Asia Director, said:

"This manifestly unjust verdict concludes a case in which the only crimes committed are those that have gone unpunished. One is against Aleksandra Skochilenko herself, who, having been arbitrarily
deprived of her freedom and held in torturous conditions for 19 months, now faces the prospect of seven years in a penal colony. The other is Russian aggression against the people of Ukraine, which
Aleksandra was simply trying to expose. Her persecution has become synonymous with the absurdly cruel oppression faced by Russians openly opposing their country's criminal war. The immediate and
unconditional release of Aleksandra Skochilenko and all activists jailed solely for engaging in peaceful anti-war dissent is imperative."

Background

Artist and musician Aleksandra Skochilenko was charged under the repressive Article 207.3 of Russia's Criminal Code for replacing price tags with anti-war messages about war crimes committed by
Russian troops in Ukraine's Mariupol. She is a prisoner of conscience.

She was placed in pretrial detention on 11 April 2022 and has remained in custody ever since, where her health has sharply deteriorated. A sufferer of celiac disease, she had no access to adequate food
prescribed for health reasons and was consistently denied visits to doctors for at least two weeks following her arrest. During her trial, the presiding judge denied her breaks for food and visits to the toilet.

Aleksandra Skochilenko is the second anti-war activist to face criminal charges and detention for replacing price tags after Vladimir Zavyalov from Smolensk, Central Russia. In October 2022, after spending
six months under house arrest, he managed to flee Russia on the eve of the verdict — the prosecutor asked the court to impose a six-year prison sentence.

Since the passing of Article 207.3, more than 750 people have faced criminal charges in Russia, and their number is growing. The number of those severely penalized for the administrative "offence" of
"discrediting the Armed Forces" is over 8,000.

Russian attack damages thermal power plant for fourth time (The Kyiv Independent) By Elsa Court and The Kyiv Independent news desk
November 16, 2023

A Russian overnight attack damaged a thermal power plant in one of Ukraine's front-line regions, Ukraine's largest private energy company DTEK
said on Nov. 16.

This is reportedly the fourth time the DTEK plant has been damaged as a result of shelling. DTEK did not reveal the exact location of the facility. There were no casualties, but "equipment was seriously
damaged" and nearby residents were cut off from electricity and water during the night. Power has since returned, but workers are still trying to reconnect the water supply. DTEK "continues to do
everything possible to maintain the reliable operation of the Ukrainian energy system" amid ongoing Russian attacks, the company said. As Ukraine braces for an uptick in Russian strikes against the energy
grid in winter, preparations are being made to mitigate the damage and defend critical infrastructure. President Volodymyr Zelensky approved a plan on Nov. 7 by the National Security and Defense Council
to stabilize Ukraine's energy sector in preparation for the coming winter months. Andrii Cherniak, a representative of Ukraine's military intelligence (HUR), told Ukrainian media outlet Liga on Nov.14 that
Russia's special services were actively gathering information, including attempting to recruit collaborators, in order to better strike Ukraine's energy infrastructure this coming winter.

Belarus's Involvement in Russia's Systematic Relocation of Ukraine's Children (U.S. Department of State) November 16, 2023

The Conflict Observatory, a program supported by the U.S. Department of State, today released a report detailing Belarus's involvement in
Russia's systematic removal of children from Ukraine amid Russia's illegal and unprovoked war.

According to the Yale Humanitarian Research Lab, a program partner, more than 2,400 children between the ages of six and 17 have been transported from Russia-occupied regions of Ukraine to Dubrava
and 12 other facilities in Belarus, where many undergo political and cultural re-education and military training to serve the political interests of Belarus and Russia. The report concludes that these
operations are coordinated at the highest levels of both governments and facilitated by each country's security forces and ultranationalist militant groups.

The report also finds that officials involved in these relocation operations target children from vulnerable populations, including children with disabilities, children from low-income families, children with
military parents, and purported orphans. These children are relocated to Belarus or Russia, potentially without the consent of their families or a clear path to return home.

These revelations of Belarusian involvement are part of a broader campaign directed by Russia. Members of Russia's military and government have deported hundreds of thousands of Ukraine's civilians to
Russia, including children who have been forcibly separated from their families. The United States will continue to pursue accountability for actors involved in abuses connected with Russia's war against
Ukraine.

'We will feed your children with bones': A cultural project documents Russian soldiers' graffiti in Ukraine (El País) By Cristian Segura
November 17, 2023

"We will feed your children with bones." Russian troops painted this message in large, dark letters on the House of Culture in Novyi Bykiv, a
village in northern Ukraine. The invader occupied the municipality between February and April 2022. About 450 kilometers (280 miles) to the east,
in a village in Kharkov, another Russian soldier wrote the following reflection on a wall: "It is not a war crime if you enjoyed it." In Russian-
occupied regions of Ukraine, graffiti often serves as a means to intimidate the population or as a record of their presence in the war, but it can
also be evidence of possible crimes. Mizhvukhamy, a Ukrainian cultural institution, has created the Wall Evidence project to document these
written testimonies for their academic, historical and legal value.

Messages left by armies for posterity are as old as war itself. On Hadrian's Wall, between what is now England and Scotland, soldiers from the 20th Roman legion Valeria Victrix inscribed their names while
building the wall and its forts in the 3rd century A.D.; Italian fascists also left graffiti in Spain during the Spanish Civil War expressing their support for Francisco Franco and Benito Mussolini. Russian
troops are no exception: the difference is that the massive use of cell phones now makes it possible to keep an exhaustive record of these macabre testimonies.

The Wall Evidence map includes about 400 messages, spread across provinces that were occupied by Russia and liberated by Kyiv between February and November 2022. The project is driven by images
that citizens send in, pictures published in the media and posts on social media. Few of those images come from territories that are still controlled by Russia, because of the risk of Russian authorities
identifying the person who sent the images, explains Anastasiia Oleksii, who manages the Wall Evidence initiative. One picture in Mariupol shows a post office with the word "morgue" painted on it,
indicating that the invader used those premises to pile up civilian corpses during the 2022 occupation of the city. From the village of Basan, Zaporizhzhia, there are several messages written in chalk on
school blackboards in which the occupying forces ask for forgiveness.

In about 10% of the messages that the Wall Evidence initiative has cataloged, the perpetrator apologizes for the harm they have caused. "In the Russian worldview the concepts of crime and repentance do
not exist, although they know about the atrocities they commit, that's why they sometimes ask for forgiveness, but they are never sincere," writes Pavlo Haidai, the founder of Mizhvukhamy. Haidai cannot
disguise his hatred and considers Russians "inhuman." He adds that "we have learned that Russians live in a hostile animal environment in which it is necessary to mark their territory."

Because of the way they are written, many messages of repentance also suggest mockery. For instance, in a school in Trostyanets, a village in northern Ukraine, Russian soldiers drew flags and smiley faces
and wrote: "We don't need this war either. We have been sent. Sorry. We're following orders. Glory to Russia. We've made a bit of a mess of things. But the Americans will help you clean it up." In
Katyuzhanka, a township on the way to Hostomel, Bucha and Irpin, where the United Nations has documented multiple Russian war crimes, a soldier left a note at the home where he had resided: "Thank
you very much for the comfort of your house. Sorry for the door and the garden. Thank you for the food. May God bless you. With love from Russia, peace to your home."

Wall Evidence classifies the messages into nine categories: most are military administration signs, the famous letters V and Z, symbols of Russian military units; there are warnings that passing is prohibited
on pain of being shot, and indications that a certain room is intended for interrogation; there are also nationalistic messages and threats to the Ukrainian population; some graffiti rants about the West,
while other inscriptions commend their religious faith and, finally, other messages evoke Soviet World War II victories.

Anna Samchuk, a sociologist who works for the Wall Evidence team, explains that "graffiti traces the author's state [of mind] at the moment of writing it, their projection of reality." According to her study of
the documentation, Samchuk discerns three common denominators: on the one hand, despite Russian propaganda claiming that Ukraine is a part of greater Russia, soldiers leave messages in which "they
assume that they come from a foreign country" on the other hand, according to Samchuk, soldiers "know subconsciously that they could be killed" and "they project this fear of death with a desire to leave
something behind, their inscriptions." Finally, the sociologist concludes that the threats and messages that make it clear that they want to dominate Ukraine are evidence of the invader's culture. She says
that is "because domination and subjugation are typical of Russian culture and its way of interacting socially."

Soldiers rarely identify the regiments in which they serve, or even their names, but when they do, Ukrainian authorities trace it to determine which units occupied a place and the crimes they may have
committed. According to Oleksii, they could identify one of the Russian soldiers involved in the massacre of civilians in Bucha this way. The Wall Evidence director points out that a signature with a
nickname or initials can be used to identify someone from their social media.

In Kozacha Lopan, north of Kharkov, the Russian occupiers set up a torture and interrogation center in the cellar of the railroad station. Less than a mile from the station, someone wrote one of the Wagner
mercenary group's identifying slogans on a house: "We will rise from the ruins of the fallen cities and write your names in the book of the dead." Oleksii provides another example that confirms the presence
of Wagner mercenaries in an occupied village of Chernihiv, with a slogan: "Let those who doubt our peace drown in blood. Because our grace will be merciless."
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The spokesman for the Yemeni Armed Forces has announced that the military units will target all ships owned or operated by Israeli companies or carrying the
Israeli flag, in a move to support Palestinian people amid Israel’s war on the Gaza Strip. 
November 19, 2023

Brigadier General Yahya Saree, in a statement on Sunday, called on all countries to withdraw their citizens working on the crews of any such vessels.

The statement came a day after an unnamed Yemeni military official told Lebanon’s Arabic-language al-Mayadeen television news network that the Yemeni Armed Forces are prepared to target any Israeli
vessel, whether in the Red Sea or any spot that Israeli officials could not expect.

On November 9, Yemeni Armed Forces launched a batch of ballistic missiles at various sensitive targets lying across the southern part of the occupied territories.

Yemen’s al-Masirah television network, citing the forces’ spokesman, reported at the time that the projectiles hit military targets in the Umm al-Rashrash area in the city of Eilat.

“Saree also confirmed that the operation had successfully achieved its objectives and led to direct casualties,” the report added.

The official reiterated that the Yemeni forces would continue to carry out their military operations “until the Israeli aggression against our brothers in Gaza stops.”

Days earlier, Yemeni forces had launched a large-scale drone strike against “sensitive” targets in the occupied territories in a show of support for Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip.

Israel unleashed a bombardment campaign against Gaza on October 7, after the Palestinian resistance groups launched Operation Al-Aqsa Storm in response to decades of violence against Palestinians.

According to the figures announced by Palestinian health authorities so far 12,300, including 5,000 children have been killed in the besieged enclave. The United Nations deems the figures credible, though
they are now updated only infrequently as war devastation has hampered communications.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels seize cargo ship in Red Sea (Alja Zeera) November 19, 2023

Yemen’s Houthis say they have taken control of a cargo ship in the southern Red Sea as the war in Gaza sends tensions soaring in the region.

The Houthis, who control northern Yemen and its Red Sea coast, said the ship was Israeli, but Israel described it as a British-owned and Japanese-operated cargo vessel with no Israeli nationals on board.

Some 25 people are believed to have been on board the Galaxy Leader – reported to be partly owned by an Israeli businessman and sailing under the flag of Bahamas – when it was seized en route from
Turkey to India.

Ownership details in public shipping databases associated the ship’s owners with Ray Car Carriers, founded by Abraham “Rami” Ungar, who is known as one of the richest men in Israel.

Ungar told The Associated Press news agency he was aware of the incident but could not comment as he awaited details. A ship linked to him experienced an explosion in 2021 in the Gulf of Oman. Israeli
media blamed it on Iran at the time.

International shipping often involves a series of management companies, flags and owners stretching across the globe in a single vessel.

Houthis wade into Israel-Gaza war

Houthi military spokesperson Yahya Saree said the seizure of the ship was in response to the “heinous acts against our Palestinian brothers in Gaza and the West Bank.”

“If the international community is concerned about regional security and stability, rather than expanding the conflict, it should put an end to Israel’s aggression against Gaza,” he wrote on X.

The Houthis have launched several missile and drone attacks against Israel since October 7, when an attack by Hamas inside Israel prompted an Israeli ground and air offensive on Gaza.

Last week, the Iran-aligned Houthis said they could target Israeli ships in the Red Sea and the Bab al-Mandeb Strait. Saree renewed the warning that any ship belonging to Israel or those who support it will
be a legitimate target for Houthi forces.

“We confirm our continuation of military operations against [Israel] until the aggression and ugly crimes against our Palestinian brothers in Gaza and the West Bank stop,” said Saree.

In a statement, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office said Israel was not involved in the ship’s ownership, operation or the makeup of its international crew.

It alleged the attack was an “Iranian act of terrorism” with consequences for international maritime security.

“This … represents an escalation in Iran’s belligerence against the citizens of the free world, with concomitant international ramifications vis-a-vis the security of global shipping routes,” said the statement
released by the prime minister’s office, without providing any evidence about Iran’s involvement.

“There were no Israelis on the ship,” it continued, adding the 25 crew members are from Ukraine, Mexico, the Philippines and Bulgaria, among other countries.

On Monday, Iran denied the Israeli claims.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani told reporters in Tehran that regional resistance groups make decisions and take actions based on their own interests.

Japan-Operated Ship Seized by Houthi Rebels Off Yemen as Part of Iran-Backed Group’s Fight against Israel (The Japan News) By Shigeki Tao / Yomiuri Shimbun
Correspondent 
November 20, 2023

A ship operated by Nippon Yusen Kaisha, better known as NYK Line, has been seized by Houthi rebels in the Red Sea off Yemen, the Israeli Prime
Minister’s Office said Sunday.

The Bahamian-flagged cargo vessel is a pure car and truck carrier called Galaxy Leader, owned by a British company. NYK said the ship had no cargo and was heading to India from Europe. There were 25
crew members on board, and NYK is looking into their condition.

“We strongly condemn the act,” Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno said Monday in Tokyo during a press conference, adding that there were no Japanese crew members on board.

The Houthis, an Iran-backed rebel group in Yemen, have sporadically attacked Israel with missiles and drones since the start of fighting between Israel and the Islamist group Hamas, also backed by Iran.

Matsuno told reporters that Japan has demanded the Houthis to release the vessel and its crew, and has been working on the issue with Iran, Oman, Saudi Arabia among other countries in the Middle East.

AFP reported that Yemeni shipping sources said the seized ship was taken to a port in Hodeida in the country’s west.

On Nov. 14, the Houthis had warned of military action targeting Israeli ships in the Red Sea. A Houthi spokesperson issued a statement saying that the group seized an Israeli ship.

The Houthi spokesperson said that the group intended to target all Israeli-related vessels until Israel ceases its invasion of Gaza. The fighting in Gaza has expanded into the surrounding waters, affecting
international maritime transportation.

The Israeli Prime Minister’s Office said the seized vessel was not Israeli-flagged and that the crew were Ukrainians, Filipinos, Mexicans and other nationals who were not Israelis.

The Israeli Prime Minister’s s Office said the seizure was “another act of Iranian terrorism.”

Yemen: Houthis try turning Red Sea into 'crucial front line' (DW) November 20, 2023

Houthi rebels in Yemen have escalated their attacks against Israel. According to a spokesperson of the Iran-backed militia, they hijacked the
Galaxy Leader cargo ship with around 25 crew members in the southern Red Sea on Sunday.

Maritime security company Ambrey has since confirmed that the vessel's group owner is listed as Ray Car Carriers, whose parent company belongs to Abraham Ungar, an Israeli businessman.

However, according to Israeli officials and the shipping company, none of the people on board were Israeli, and the vessel was sailing under the Japanese flag.

Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa said in a statement that Tokyo was "communicating with Israel, and in addition to directly approaching the Houthis, we are also urging Saudi Arabia, Oman, Iran
and other countries concerned to strongly urge the Houthis for the early release of the vessel and crew members."

Meanwhile, Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the cargo vessel had been "hijacked with Iran guidance by the Yemenite Houthi militia."

However, according to AFP, a French news agency, Iran's foreign ministry spokesman Nasser Kanani said Israel's accusations were "invalid" and that Iran has repeatedly announced that the resistance
groups in the region represent their countries and make decisions and act based on the interests of their countries."

Since the beginning of the current conflict, which was prompted by the Hamas terror attacks on Israel on October 7, several aerial strikes by the Houthi militia were intercepted before they could reach Eilat,
Israel's southernmost city.

An expected escalation

For Fabian Hinz, who specializes in defense and military analysis at the International Institute for Strategic Studies, an attack on a ship in the Red Sea had been expected.

"There were fears that the Houthis might start launching kinetic attacks (active warfare) on civilian ships in order to actually sink them. However, they decided to escalate on a lower level," he told DW.

Hinz said the attacks were "very reminiscent" of Iranian actions in the Persian Gulf, where it repeatedly hijacked civilian ships somehow connected to its adversaries through ownership structures. "These
hijacked ships and the crews were then used as political leverage."

However, Hinz doubts that Iran's role in the hijacking of the Galaxy Leader was comprehensive. "The Iranians have the Behshad in the area, a cargo ship converted into an operational base, which is
probably also used for espionage purposes, and it is quite possible that they have helped a little with intelligence."

Despite this escalation by the Houthi rebels, Yemen is not fit to add the Red Sea as a new front. A civil war that began in 2014 when the Houthis ousted the Yemeni government and took control of the
capital Sanaa has left the country with a fractured political landscape and damaged infrastructure. The conflict, which is widely regarded as a proxy war between Saudi Arabia and Iran, has also led to one of
the world's worst humanitarian crises, according to the United Nations.

How Houthi attacks on Israel help Hamas

"The regional signal is to drive insecurity and instability across the region and to set the Houthis apart from Arab governments that have normalized ties with Israel, like the United Arab Emirates or
Bahrain, or have attempted to do so, like Saudi Arabia," Matthew Hedges, a Yemen and Middle East expert in London, told DW.

The UAE and Bahrain normalized their ties with Israel in 2020 as part of the Abraham Accords brokered by the United States. Israel and Saudi Arabia also appeared to be on a similar course, but talks have
stalled as a consequence of the current Israel-Hamas conflict.

"The Houthis put pressure on other communities across the region to align the pan-Islamic narrative whereby the Houthis are responding to Israeli attacks against all Muslims, and by doing so, the Houthis
lead the call that all Muslims need to attack Israel," he added.

Farea Al-Muslimi, a Middle East and North Africa research fellow at Chatham House, a London-based think tank, echoed this view. "The Red Sea is the most recent but clearly the most crucial front line of
the 'axis of resistance' against Israel and the United States in the Middle East," he told DW.

"No one should underestimate the Houthi recklessness, and unfortunately, more of these attacks are likely to come over the next weeks, including attacks on non-Israeli ships, which will be targeted by the
Houthis as soon as they can," he added.

Yemen targets occupied Palestine with cruise missiles (Mehr News Agency) November 23, 2023

In a statement, the Yemeni army emphasized that it will continue to carry out operations against the Israeli regime's sites until the cessation of
the regime's aggression against the Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank.

Meanwhile, the Israeli regime's media reported the activation of alarm sirens in Eilat due to a cruise missile launched from Yemen, Al Mayadeen reported.

The Israeli regime launched the war on October 7 following an operation, dubbed al-Aqsa Storm, by the territory's Resistance groups, which killed some 1,200 Israeli settlers and military forces and led to
the captivity of hundreds more.

Houthi attacks on Israel jeopardise Saudi peace efforts in Yemen (The Guardian) By Patrick Wintour
November 24, 2023

Advanced plans by Saudi Arabia to strike a peace deal with the Houthi rebels in Yemen are being jeopardised by Houthi attacks on Israel and this
week’s seizure of an Israeli-linked commercial vessel in the Red Sea.

Saudi Arabia hopes it can maintain a firewall between the Yemen peace talks and the Houthis’ attacks on Israel, but in London and Washington there is pressure to redesignate the Houthis as a terrorist
organisation, which would threaten any deal.

There are also reports that the US is willing to launch an attack on Houthi military sites in and around Yemen’s capital, Sana’a, as well as its port operations room, unless the ship seized on Sunday, the
Galaxy Leader, is released.

Last week the Saudis summoned the official UN-recognised Yemen government for further talks in Riyadh to present a revised roadmap that would lead to foreign forces, including those from Saudi Arabia,
leaving in six months. It includes a budget deal under which large sums would be transferred from the oil-rich south to the impoverished north, which is dominated by the Iranian-backed Houthis.

Critics of the deal claim it empowers the Houthis, but Saudi Arabia, eager to exit what has proved to be an ill-judged military intervention in Yemen’s civil war, wants to end its engagement as quickly as
possible.

Saudi Arabia would also fund the payment of salaries to tens of thousands of unpaid government staff.

In two rounds of meetings, a multistage Saudi roadmap was outlined to the Presidential Leadership Council (PLC), the coalition representing the UN-backed Yemeni government based in Aden and opposed
to the Houthis.

Houthi leaders, who have declared themselves part of an “axis of resistance” of Iran’s allies and proxies retaliating against Israel’s war with Hamas, are determined to show military solidarity with
Palestinians in Gaza. A third round of cruise missiles fired from Yemen towards Israel were shot down on Thursday morning by a US destroyer.

Some regard the Houthi missiles and drones as symbolic displays of solidarity designed for a domestic Yemeni audience. However, international alarm grew on Sunday when in a sophisticated helicopter
raid Houthi fighters hijacked the Galaxy Leader. The 25-strong crew of the Japanese-managed ship, which includes 17 Filipinos, had been on a journey from Egypt to India.

The ship is ultimately owned by the Israeli billionaire Abraham Ungar but the plea to release the crew is being led by Japan.

The Houthis say they will target not just Israeli ships but those that protect Israeli ships in the narrow Bab-el-Mandeb strait and the Red Sea. The threat shows how Houthi entrenchment in Yemen,
including at the strategic port of Hodeidah, could represent a long-term threat to western shipping interests in the region.

On 8 November the Houthis used an Iranian Khordad-3 air defence system to down a US drone.

The US national security council spokesperson John Kirby said this week: “In light of the recent targeting of civilians by the Houthis, and now the piracy of a ship in international waters, we have begun a
review of potential terrorist designations and we’ll be considering other options together with our allies and partners as well.”

Yemen’s war began when the Houthis descended from their strongholds in northern Yemen and seized Sana’a in 2014, forcing the internationally recognised government to flee to the south and then into
exile in Saudi Arabia. Riyadh intervened in 2015. More than 250,000 people are thought to have died as a result of the conflict.

Saudi efforts to strike a peace deal with the Houthis are aggravated by parts of the PLC opposing its terms on the grounds that the deal would not retain enough funds in the country’s south. The deal would
lead to the country’s two central banks and currencies being unified. A military buffer zone between north Yemen and Saudi Arabia would also be established. Discussions on a separate state for the south
would be held later.

The PLC has strongly condemned the Houthi piracy, while the Houthi leader, Abdulmalik al-Houthi, said it was laughable that the US was claiming to uphold international law.

The US may also reactivate the Combined Maritime Forces to protect commercial ships in international trade lanes in the Red Sea.

On Monday, the commander of the Houthi coastal defence forces, Muhammad al-Qadiri, warned against “any foreign interference in Yemen’s territorial waters or islands”, saying there would be “an
appropriate response to any step of this kind.”

US shoots down drones launched from Yemen (The Daily Star) November 24, 2023

A US warship patrolling the Red Sea intercepted multiple attack drones launched from Huthi-controlled areas in Yemen yesterday, the US Central
Command said.

"On the morning (Yemen time) of November 23, the USS Thomas Hudner (DDG 116) shot down multiple one-way attack drones launched from Houthi controlled areas in Yemen," CENTCOM said on X.

"The ship and crew sustained no damage or injury," it added.

The Huthis have declared themselves part of an "axis of resistance" of Iran's allies and proxies retaliating against Israel's war with Hamas.

The conflict has raised the spectre of a broader Middle East conflagration, with the frontier between Lebanon and Israel also seeing near-daily exchanges of fire.

The Huthis in Yemen have launched a series of drones and missiles towards Israel since the October 7 start of the Israel-Hamas war.

On Wednesday, Israel said it had intercepted a "cruise missile" heading for the south of the country, a shot claimed by the Huthi rebels.

Yemeni Ansarullah reportedly seizes 2nd Israeli ship (Mehr News Agency) 
November 26, 2023

Lebanese Al-Mayadeen quoted a report from the British maritime security as reporting that some parties infiltrated an oil tanker linked to Israel
near the coast of Yemen.

Meanwhile, Lebanese Al-Manar TV website has quoted the Zionist Israeli regime's media as reporting the seizure of an Israeli oil tanker by Yemen's Ansarullah movement near the coast of this country.

If this news is confirmed by official sources, this will be the second Israeli ship seized off the coast of Yemen

Hebrew sources also reported that this tanker belongs to an Israeli businessman and is called “Central Park.”

Last week, in response to the crimes committed by the Zionist army in the Gaza Strip, the Yemeni forces seized an Israeli ship called Galaxy Leader and transferred it to the coast of Yemen.

At the same time, the AFP noted that the Central Park is ab oil tanker owned by an Israeli under the management of a British company was attacked off the coast of Yemen. This tanker was sailing from
Morocco to the Suez Canal.
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UN Experts Demand Investigations into War Crimes in Gaza (Politics Today) November 29, 2023

A coalition of United Nations experts has issued an urgent call for comprehensive and independent investigations into the alleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed in the conflict between Israel and Palestine

In a statement released on Monday, November 27, the experts stressed the imperative need for full cooperation from Israel, the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank, and authorities in Gaza to support
these investigative efforts.

The UN specialists outlined that there is an imperative legal duty to probe into incidents of summary or extrajudicial killings, torture, and any actions that significantly infringe on human dignity. They
emphasized that such investigations are not only a fundamental legal obligation but also essential for holding those responsible accountable, particularly those in positions of command.

Legal authority Highlighting the principles of international law, the experts reminded that such grave crimes do not have a statute of limitations and fall under universal jurisdiction. This means that courts
in any country have the authority to prosecute those responsible for the crimes, irrespective of the perpetrators’ nationalities or the location where the crimes occurred.

This call to action comes in the wake of a large-scale military offensive launched by Israel in the Gaza Strip, which began after a cross-border attack by Hamas on October 7. The health authorities in Gaza
have reported a staggering number of Palestinian casualties, with at least 14,854 deaths, including 6,150 children and over 4,000 women. The official Israeli death toll has been reported at 1,200.

The UN’s appeal underscores the urgency of addressing the alleged violations of international humanitarian and human rights laws in the conflict. The experts’ joint statement is a resounding call to the
international community to ensure that justice is served and that such investigations are not impeded by geopolitical dynamics.

All findings should be as comprehensive and accurate as possible.

Furthermore, the experts have offered the assistance of their respective mandates and their forensic science expertise to support these investigative efforts. Their support aims to bolster the capacity and
thoroughness of the investigations to ensure that all findings are as comprehensive and accurate as possible.

The explicit mention of forensic science suggests a commitment to meticulous and scientifically grounded inquiry into the incidents, which is essential for establishing a reliable chain of evidence. This
approach reinforces the objective of the ICC and the Independent Commission to hold those responsible accountable in a manner consistent with international legal standards. The UN specialists’ statement
adds a robust voice to the international community’s efforts to seek accountability and justice for the actions taken in the conflict. It reflects a concerted effort to ensure that international law is upheld and
that the atrocities committed do not go unpunished.

Israel-Gaza: ‘We all have 13,000 deaths on our conscience’ (Al Jazeera) November 22, 2023

Amnesty International’s secretary general discusses human rights violations and war crimes in the Israel-Gaza war.

As Israel’s bombardment and siege of Gaza rages on, it continues to inflict a heavy toll on civilians.

Many experts and politicians across the globe have raised concerns about allegations of war crimes by both Hamas and Israel, including the targeting of civilians, bombing of hospitals and taking of
hostages.

Human rights organisations, such as Amnesty International, have been documenting human rights violations and unlawful killings occurring in Gaza early on in the war. However, as the list of violations
grows, questions remain – how and when can accountability happen?

In this week’s UpFront, Marc Lamont Hill speaks to Amnesty International’s Secretary General Agnes Callamard on the long list of alleged war crimes and the human cost of the Israel-Gaza conflict.

Women bearing the brunt of Israel-Gaza conflict: UN expert (ReliefWeb) November 20, 2023

Women and children have disproportionately borne the brunt of the conflict in Israel and Gaza, a UN expert said today.
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“While these atrocities affect both women and men, their impact is gendered and disproportionately affects women,” said Reem Alsalem, UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, its
causes and consequences.

“Women and girls of all ages are among those held hostage and killed by Hamas, as well as those injured and killed by Israel’s indiscriminate bombardment of the Gaza Strip,” Alsalem said.

She noted that for decades, the Israeli occupation and the denial of self-determination have subjected Palestinian women to an onslaught of multiple layers of egregious and systematic discrimination and
violence.

“Since 7 October, the assault on Palestinian women’s dignity and rights has taken on new and terrifying dimensions, as thousands have become victims of war crimes, crimes against humanity and an
unfolding genocide,” the expert said. She noted that, as of 3 November, an estimated 67 per cent of those killed in Gaza were women and children. “Women killed in this conflict have come from all walks of
life, and included journalists, medical staff, United Nations personnel and members of civil society organisations,” she said.

The Special Rapporteur expressed alarm at the genocidal and dehumanising rhetoric about the Palestinian people, including women and children, by top Israeli Government officials and public figures
calling them “children of darkness”. Palestinians as a whole have reportedly been described “human animals” and calls have been made to inflict on them a second Nakba. “Such statements make the Israeli
Government’s intention to destroy the Palestinian people, in whole or in part, absolutely and consistently clear,” she said.

“Israel’s continued assault on the reproductive rights of Palestinian women and their new-borns has been relentless and is particularly alarming,” Alsalem said.

“While all women and girls affected by this conflict have suffered, it has been particularly devastating for mothers who have lost multiple children, witnessed them being maimed and gravely injured, or
don’t know their whereabouts,” she added.

She noted reports by the World Health Organization (WHO) and UN agencies that 117 attacks on Gaza’s health infrastructure since 7 October have resulted in half of Gaza’s hospitals currently not
functioning and the closure of 64 per cent of primary health care centres; and that an estimated 50,000 pregnant women in Gaza are expected to give birth in increasingly dire conditions, including 5,500
women due to give birth in the next 30 days, resulting in more than 180 women a day being forced to give birth in inhumane, degrading and dangerous conditions. With fuel, medicine, water and hospital
supplies rapidly diminishing or running out, pregnant women face the likelihood of giving birth without anaesthesia, sanitary precautions or, if necessary, surgical intervention. It is estimated that at least 15
per cent of these births have complications requiring basic or comprehensive obstetric care. Several women are reported to have died before or during childbirth. Furthermore, and according to UNFPA,
over 690,000 menstruating women and girls have limited access to menstrual hygiene products.

Alsalem warned that the reproductive violence inflicted by Israel on Palestinian women, newborn babies, infants, and children could be qualified as violations of the human right to life under Article 6 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and as acts of genocide under Article 2 of the Convention on the Prevention of Genocide, several articles of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women and Article 6 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, including “imposing measures intended to prevent births within a group”. “States must
prevent and punish such acts in accordance with their responsibilities under the Genocide Convention,” she said.

“Four hundred and twenty Palestinian children are killed or injured every day in Gaza, according to the WHO, or one child every 10 minutes,” the expert said. “These atrocities are grave assaults on the
reproductive health and rights, physical integrity and dignity of women and their children,” she said, recalling that such violations are prohibited by the Convention Against Torture and the Geneva
Conventions, including Common Article 3, as they may amount to torture and other forms of ill-treatment.

The Special Rapporteur expressed concern about reports of sexual violence that may have occurred since 7 October committed by State and non-State actors against Israelis and Palestinians. “Reports of
sexual violence must be verified, thoroughly investigated and those responsible must be held accountable. Incitements to commit such violence must also stop,” she said.

If these atrocities continue, the credibility of international law and the global framework laid down by Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Security may suffer a tremendous blow that
will be difficult to recover from,” the expert said. “Governments that prioritise gender equality and women's rights in their foreign policy have not only failed Palestinian and Israeli women but have sent a
message that women’s lives and rights in conflict situations are expendable,” the expert said.

West risks being complicit in Israeli war crimes, warn Arab and Muslim foreign ministers (The Guardian) November 22, 2023

The western powers on the UN security council face a choice of either demanding Israel lift its stranglehold on humanitarian aid into Gaza or being
complicit in Israeli war crimes and collective punishment, foreign ministers from Arab and Muslim countries said on a visit to London on
Wednesday.

The western powers on the UN security council face a choice of either demanding Israel lift its stranglehold on humanitarian aid into Gaza or being complicit in Israeli war crimes and collective punishment,
foreign ministers from Arab and Muslim countries said on a visit to London on Wednesday.

The ministers are lobbying the five permanent members of the security council – China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US – to back a humanitarian resolution instructing Israel to allow UN agencies, and
not the Israel Defense Forces, to check aid going through the Rafah crossing from Egypt to Gaza. They say the proposal is in line with practice in Syria, and reflects their concern that Israel is determined to
depopulate Gaza slowly by making it uninhabitable.

The call came as the head of Unicef, Catherine Russell, told the UN security council that the Gaza Strip was now “the most dangerous place on earth to be a child”, adding that four-day humanitarian pauses
were not sufficient to “put a stop to this carnage”. A consortium of aid agencies also questioned what could be delivered to Gaza during the truce, due to start on Thursday.

The group of foreign ministers, from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Indonesia, Turkey, Nigeria and Palestine, were in London for talks with the foreign secretary, David Cameron, before seeing the French
president, Emmanuel Macron, later on Wednesday. They had already been to Beijing and Moscow.

At a briefing in London they also called for the imminent humanitarian pause to be extended to a total and permanent cessation of hostilities.

The Saudi foreign minister, Faisal bin Farhan al Saud, said: “It is absolutely necessary. It is in our opinion that we transition from temporary to an extended ceasefire and go from there.”

Presenting the plan for the UN to take charge of the screening of aid entering Gaza – like the procedure that takes place at Syrian border crossings – Al Saud said: “We are putting a choice in front of
members of the security council. Are they going to be complicit in the starvation and deprivation of the people of Gaza or are they willing to enforce the basic principle that civilians must not be affected by a
military conflict?”

He asked: “Is the security council going to live up to its absolute minimum of responsibilities to ensure the innocent citizens of Gaza get the food, the water, the medical supplies that they need or are they
willing to be part of collective punishment?”

He said if the west rejected the appeals of 2 billion people in the Middle East it would send a significant message. He added: “I don’t think the international community can afford to alienate the countries of
the Arab and Muslim world.”

The Jordanian foreign minister, Ayman Safadi, said there was a huge gap between the 200 aid trucks a day to be allowed over the Rafah crossing under the agreement and the 800 a day needed.

He said it was imperative that aid was allowed to reach the north of Gaza where there has been no water or food supplied since 7 November, and hospitals and health centres are unable to function.

The ministers also conveyed a broader political message to western capitals that unless they do more to restrain Israel, a new generation of extremists could be born.

They remain convinced that Israel is planning to funnel the people of Gaza into a small, southern section of the territory, designate it a “safe zone” and then bomb the remainder of the Gaza until
Palestinians plead to leave the strip.

The UN has said they are against safe zones in principle based on historic experience, but the US envoy, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, told the UN security council that the US hoped Palestinians would move to
safer areas.

The Egyptian foreign minister, Sameh Shoukry, said: “The conditions are dismal, the displacement of people from north to south, the volume of people, the lack of shelter, sanitation, the risks of disease
spreading … and aid cannot be delayed or there will be further displacement – that is the unspoken objective of Israel.”

He added that every western statement saying a displacement policy was not acceptable “has to be followed up by actual measures”. The aid agencies at a briefing said Israel was trying to force people in
Gaza to go to the southern town of Al-Mawasi.

“What are we as an international community doing to prevent displacement? If we continue on this road of restricting aid, there will be no recourse other than displacement,” he said.

He claimed: “In other conflicts the west has been categorical about what was happening so I do not see why in this instance there is a reluctance to call a spade a spade. There are a lot of statements saying
the needs of international law must be respected, but not much evaluation of whether that need is being met or not.”

At briefings on Tuesday aid agencies said the four-day window to transport supplies into Gaza would only give them a chance to provide a drop in the ocean to 2 million people in need, but that they would
concentrate on delivering medicines, food, water and tents. Cameron told the Arab foreign ministers it was important that humanitarian organisations were able to transport more fuel into Gaza so they can
carry out life-saving work – including powering hospitals or desalination plants, which supply 80% of Gaza’s water. The UK repeated its call, spurned by Israel, for priority to be given to improving land
access, including by reopening the Kerem Shalom land crossing, so aid can be transported in at scale.

West risks being complicit in Israeli war crimes, warn Arab and Muslim foreign ministers (The Guardian) By Sarah Little
November 22, 2023

The western powers on the UN security council face a choice of either demanding Israel lift its stranglehold on humanitarian aid into Gaza or being
complicit in Israeli war crimes and collective punishment, foreign ministers from Arab and Muslim countries said on a visit to London on
Wednesday.
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Afghan war crimes victim family says ready for Australia travel to seek justice (Anadolu Ajansı) By Necva Tastan
November 21, 2023

An Afghan family whose member was allegedly killed by Australian forces has said it is ready to travel to Australia to seek justice.

The case involves father and son, Mohammed Essa and Ahmadullah.

In their first interview with Australia's SBS News, the family of the Afghan man allegedly killed by decorated Australian veteran Ben Roberts-Smith expressed "heartbreak" over the use of their deceased
relative's prosthetic leg for drinking alcohol.

Images of Ahmadullah's prosthetic leg, which was used to drink alcohol, had created a hue and cry over the role of foreign forces in Afghanistan which finally vacated the war-torn nation in August 2021.

The murder of the father-son duo occurred in 2009 when Australian forces raided a compound known as Whiskey 108 in Uruzgan province. The family still resides in the same place.

Decorated Australian soldier Roberts-Smith was found allegedly to have killed a detained prisoner and ordered the execution of another.

The soldiers had taken the prosthetic leg to their base at Tarin Kowt where it was framed in the squad's bar.

Later, photos went viral globally showing Australian soldiers, including Roberts-Smith, "drinking alcohol out of the plastic limb."

Esmatullah, Ahmadullah's younger sibling, revealed that "his brother had needed the prosthetic limb due to a previous vehicle accident."

The struggling family has not been contacted by Australian authorities which are currently investigating allegations of war crimes against its soldiers committed in Afghanistan.

However, the family has said it is "prepared to travel to Australia to seek justice."

Australian Federal Court in June ruled that Roberts-Smith was a war criminal responsible for four murders during his deployment to Afghanistan.

Roberts-Smith has denied any wrongdoing.

A series of stories was published in 2018 and a case was filed in Federal Court by Victoria Cross recipient Roberts-Smith. He had rejected the stories and claims by the journalists.

The former serviceman is also accused of domestic violence and bullying a fellow soldier.

The media stories suggested the veteran soldier committed war crimes in Afghanistan between 2009 and 2012.

'War crimes whistleblower' David McBride reveals why he went to the media (The Guardian) By Sarah Basford Canales
November 26, 2023

David McBride was focused on holding the Australian defence force's leadership to account.

Much has been written about the former military lawyer, who last week pleaded guilty to three charges, including stealing commonwealth information and passing it on to journalists at the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation.

To some he is a whistleblower, a hero and a key part of the reason why the public now know of alleged war crimes being committed during the Australian military's time in Afghanistan.

To others, particularly those within and orbiting the intelligence and military community, he is a criminal who should be punished for having collected documents against the law and leaking them to the
media.

In his own words, according to an affidavit lodged but never tendered to court and since obtained by Guardian Australia, he was just doing his job.

'Afghan civilians were being murdered'

McBride was dubbed a "war crimes whistleblower" by the media but the term only offers part of the story.

In an affidavit lodged in 2021 during his attempt to use federal whistleblower protection laws to avoid a criminal trial, McBride offered two reasons for why he went to the media in 2015.

According to the affidavit, McBride wanted Australians to know that "Afghan civilians were being murdered and Australian military leaders were at the very least turning the other way and at worst tacitly
approving this behaviour".

He continued: "At the same time, soldiers were being improperly prosecuted as a smokescreen to cover [leadership's] inaction and failure to hold reprehensible conduct to account."

In some ways his mission was a success. Australians now know Afghan civilians were killed — whether lawfully or not could still be decided by a court in future.

But his evidence that alleged "dark events" had occurred between 2007 and 2012 during the Australian defence force's time in Afghanistan and were "deliberately hidden or obscured" by senior leaders, as
he swore in his 2021 affidavit, will never be tested in court.

'Deeply troubled'

Some public commentary about McBride's motivations for coming forward centres on his aim to protect special forces soldiers he believed were innocent, or prosecuted more harshly than others.

The reporting has suggested McBride wasn't looking to expose war crimes at all — only that he felt the rules weren't being applied properly and that soldiers, rather than the leadership, were being punished.

For McBride, his truth lies somewhere in the middle, according to his affidavit.

Tasked with teaching the rules of engagement to soldiers on the ground, McBride became "sickened" by an incident during his first tour of Afghanistan in 2011.

Two years before his arrival two special forces soldiers killed five children during a raid in Afghanistan's Uruzgan province.

The soldiers were charged for their involvement but, during a pre-trial hearing, the charges were thrown out by the chief military judge of the Australian military court, who ruled that Australian soldiers did
not owe any duty of care to Afghan civilians.

McBride described the judgment as "perverse", finding it hard to reconcile that these soldiers were "effectively deemed to be 'beyond the reach of the law'".

"The way the incident was dealt with deeply troubled me and left me highly alert to the fact that we were asked to teach the Rules of War but that there were no penalties for those who ignored them," he
wrote.

Some years later, while McBride was on his second tour, there was an internal push by senior defence figures to change the rules of engagement to include more obligations.

McBride recalled questioning the need for a change to the rules he said were "simple and understood".

"We didn't need to change the rules of engagement, we needed to apply the rules we had," he said.

He suspected the changes were being driven by media coverage of civilian and prisoner deaths and the political pressure arising from them, pointing to later examples where cases receiving extensive
coverage resulted in stronger punitive responses.

By the end of 2013, McBride said, he felt disillusioned with his role and felt it would be "a failure of [his] duty" if he did not report the concerns to the military's watchdog, the inspector general of the
Australian defence force.

"I did not wish to be seen as un-Australian, or anti-soldier, or overly sensitive about civilian and prisoner deaths," McBride wrote. "It was a burden on me to reveal this information."

But the IGADF's inquiry into his allegations was "inadequate", McBride believed, leaving him with few avenues beyond going to the media.

That part of the story many will know. The documents McBride handed to journalists informed the ABC's seven-part series, The Afghan Files, published in 2017.

A few years later Justice Paul Brereton would deliver his report finding credible evidence that Australian special forces soldiers murdered 39 civilians and prisoners, with most of these killings occurring in
2012 and 2013.

The special investigator tasked with bringing some of these allegations continues its classified work, having charged one former soldier so far.

McBride will learn of his fate at his sentencing hearing in March. He will be the first person to face possible jail time in relation to the war crimes saga.

"I knew the ADF was not going to fix itself," he wrote in 2021 of his decision to go to the media. "If I walked away, nothing was going to happen, it was only going to get worse."

Ben Roberts-Smith ordered to pay media outlets' legal costs over failed defamation action (The Guardian) By Jordyn Beazley
November 28, 2023

Ben Roberts-Smith has been ordered to pay the legal costs of media outlets party to his failed defamation action over allegations he committed
war crimes, the federal court heard on Tuesday.

Roberts-Smith had sued Nine newspapers for defamation over a series of 2018 articles he alleged falsely portrayed him as a criminal who "broke the moral and legal rules of military engagement" and
"disgraced" his country and its army.

He denied all wrongdoing and said the allegations against him were motivated by spite and jealousy.

Justice Anthony Besanko, however, found the newspapers had proven to a civil standard — on the balance of probabilities — that Roberts-Smith was complicit in the murder of four unarmed prisoners while
serving in Afghanistan, including kicking a handcuffed man, a father of six named Ali Jan, off a cliff before ordering him shot dead.

Justice Besanko rejected Roberts-Smith's key argument that his conduct had not unnecessarily drawn out the proceedings - which ultimately heard more than 110 days of evidence over more than a year.

The judge found the former soldier knew from the commencement of the case that the allegations levelled against him in the articles - including of murder - were substantially true.

"The applicant's (RS) submissions that he has not engaged in any conduct which has prolonged the proceedings fails to recognise the fundamental point that he knew from the commencement of the
proceedings that the most serious imputations were substantially true," Besanko said.

Roberts-Smith is appealing the decision to the full bench of the federal court, to be heard in February.

On Tuesday, Roberts-Smith was ordered by the court to pay the outlets' legal costs assessed on an indemnity basis for the long-running defamation trial, which took 110 days to hear.

Estimates have pegged the cost for the opposing parties at exceeding $25m.

Nine-owned titles the Sydney Morning Herald and the Age, as well as the Canberra Times, reported allegations the SAS soldier was involved in the murders of four unarmed prisoners.

The publishers' barrister, Nicholas Owens SC, told the court earlier this year Roberts-Smith sued to conceal the truth and would have succeeded in that pursuit had the newspapers failed to prove their
claims.

"It must be the case, inevitably and necessarily, that the applicant commenced these proceedings and continued these proceedings knowing those imputations sued upon were in fact true," he said.

The newspapers are also seeking a third-party costs order forcing the media magnate Kerry Stokes' private company Australian Capital Equity (ACE) and Seven to bear the costs of the defamation action,
arguing the two companies were intimately involved in directing Roberts-Smith's legal action.

Roberts-Smith's loan agreement with ACE states that "the Seven Network's legal team's continued oversight and management of the defamation proceedings and inquiry is important for a successful
outcome".

Seven and ACE are fighting the third-party costs order. But the newspapers have sought access to correspondence from within the Roberts-Smith camp: the court has heard previously that a search of
Seven's email logs revealed more than 8,600 emails between Seven's commercial director, Bruce McWilliam, and Roberts-Smith's lawyers over the five years of the case.

Roberts-Smith resigned from Seven on 2 June, the day after the judge's decision in the defamation trial.

Roberts-Smith has not been criminally charged over his actions in Afghanistan, but remains the subject of an active investigation by the government's Office of the Special Investigator, established to
investigate allegations of war crimes by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan.
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Bangladesh's top court upholds decision barring largest Islamist party from elections (ABC News) November 19, 2023

Bangladesh's highest court on Sunday dismissed an appeal by the country's largest Islamist party seeking to overturn a 2013 ruling that barred it
from participating in elections for violating the constitutional provision of secularism

Bangladesh is set to hold its next national elections on Jan. 7.

A five-member bench of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court headed by Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan handed out the ruling. Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami's main lawyer did not appear before the
court due to "personal problems" and his petition, filed previously, seeking to postpone the hearing for six weeks was also rejected.

The High Court's decision 10 years ago canceled the party's registration with the Election Commission, thus stopping it from participating in elections or using party symbols. But it did not ban it from
political particpation.

The ruling, at the time, came amid calls to ban the party for opposing the country's 1971 independence war against Pakistan. The government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, after coming to power in
2009, sought to try Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami's top leaders for their role in acts of genocide and war crimes during the country's independence war. Some have been hanged or given life sentences since
2013.

"The verdict of the High Court has been upheld," Tania Amir, a lawyer who stood against the Jamaat-e-Islami party, said Sunday.

"If they (Jamaat-e-Islami) attempt any meetings, rallies or gatherings or identify their party as legal to any high commission, embassy, foreign agency or state, we are at liberty to bring a new charge of
contempt of court against them and an injunction," she said.

But Matiur Rahman Akanda, a lawyer for the party, said that the it would continue to be politically active.

"The court gave its opinion on whether the registration (with the Election Commission) will be upheld," he said, "there is no way to ban politics constitutionally."

There have long been multiple calls in Bangladesh by secular forces and others to ban the Islamist party, but the government hasn't complied.

The United States also considers it a moderate Islamist party.

Despite Sunday's decision by the High Court, it again remained unclear if Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami could continue its activities. Usually, the Ministry of Home Affairs is the entity that bans radical
groups deemed as anti-state.

Jamaat-e-Islami has been a key partner to the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party led by former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, who has been the archrival of the current head of government, Hasina, for
decades. The Islamist party and Zia shared power in 2001-2006 when the latter was the premier

In January, Hasina will seek to return to power for a fourth consecutive term while Zia's party has threatened to boycott the polls. The Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami says they also will boycott elections under
Hasina.

The memories of the 1971 war with Pakistan are still fresh in Bangladesh.

Bangladeshi authorities say Pakistani soldiers, aided by local collaborators, killed 3 million people, raped 200,000 women, and forced some 10 million people to flee the country to neighboring India during
the nine-month war in what was then known as East Pakistan, renamed Bangladesh after independence.

India aided then an exiled government led by the country's independence leader and founding President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Hasina's father, to win the war against Pakistan.

Bangladesh opposition vows to continue protests despite 'autocratic' crackdown (Arab News) November 29, 2023

DHAKA: Bangladesh's main opposition party said on Wednesday it would continue its anti-government protests despite what a rights group called
an "autocratic crackdown" ahead of a general election in January.

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party, whose top leadership is either jailed or in exile, has already said it will boycott the election if Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina does not resign and allow a caretaker
government to oversee the poll, to be held on Jan.7.

At least four people, including a policeman, have been killed and hundreds injured in violent protests across the country in the past few weeks, police said.

"Our peaceful and democratic protest programs will continue in spite of the government crackdown on BNP, until the fundamental voting rights of the people of Bangladesh are restored," Abdul Moyeen
Khan, a former minister and member of the BNP's highest policymaking body, told Reuters.

Two people were injured in the capital, Dhaka, when a crude bomb exploded on Wednesday as a countrywide transport blockade called by the BNP was underway, police said.

Dozens of buses and vehicles have been set on fire over the past one month, authorities said.

"People have no civil rights, no guarantee of living in safety. In order to end this misrule and lawlessness, the ongoing movement must be accelerated and the victory of the people must be ensured," senior
BNP official Ruhul Kabir Rizvi said.

Hasina, seeking her fourth straight five-year term in office, has repeatedly ruled out handing power to a caretaker government and accused the BNP of "terrorism and hooliganism."

BNP said four people have been killed and more than 5,330 people arrested since the election was announced on Nov. 15.

Police say they have arrested only those responsible for violence.

Human Rights Watch has accused the government of targeting opposition leaders and supporters.

"The government is claiming to commit to free and fair elections with diplomatic partners while the state authorities are simultaneously filling prisons with the ruling Awami League's political opponents,"
said Julia Bleckner, senior Asia researcher at Human Rights Watch.

"Diplomatic partners should make clear that the government's autocratic crackdown will jeopardize future economic cooperation," the rights group said in a statement quoting Bleckner.

It said it has found evidence that security forces are responsible for using excessive force, mass arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances, torture, and extrajudicial killings in a recent spate of election-
related violence, based on interviews with 13 witnesses and an analysis of videos and police reports.

The government denies the accusations but it is under pressure from Western countries to hold free and fair elections.

Hasina's arch rival and two-time premier, BNP leader Khaleda Zia, is effectively under house arrest on what her party calls trumped-up corruption charges.
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War Crimes Investigation in Myanmar

Myanmar fighting at its worst since 2021 coup, says UN (The Guardian) By Rebecca Ratcliffe
November 22, 2023

Myanmar is gripped by the worst escalation in violence since the military seized power in a coup almost three years ago, the UN has said, with
intense clashes taking place across a number of states and regions.

The UN said an escalation in the fighting that began late in October was "the largest in scale and most extensive geographically" since the military coup, and has affected swathes of the country.

The military, which seized power in February 2021, has struggled to control widespread opposition to its rule, including an armed resistance formed of pro-democracy activists. However, an operation
launched recently in northern Shan state by an alliance of powerful ethnic armed groups, in coordination with newer anti-junta groups, has posed the greatest military challenge yet to its rule — and has
galvanised opponents elsewhere.

The operation, led by a grouping known as the Brotherhood Alliance, made dramatic progress when it was launched on 27 October, seizing dozens of outposts and several towns along the Chinese border.

Myint Swe, Myanmar's junta-appointed president, warned the country was at risk of breaking apart after the attacks, saying it was necessary to "carefully control this issue".

Elsewhere in Myanmar, groups have sought to exploit the military's vulnerability. In Rakhine state, in the west, where a ceasefire has been in place for a year, the Arakan Army opened a new front on 13
November, with fierce fighting continuing over the past week.

Operations by opponents of the military have also escalated in Sagaing region, as well as Chin state, bordering India, and Kayah state along the Thai border, where anti-coup fighters are battling for control
of the state capital, Loikaw.

Khun Bedu, the chair of the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force, told AFP on Tuesday that the group, and the ethnic minority Karenni Army, were engaged in "very intense fighting" in the town. The
groups, as well as newer anti-coup groups, were "in control in many areas", he said, without giving details.

The UN has evacuated most of its staff from Loikaw owing to "aerial bombardment of the town and active fighting in urban areas", a spokesperson told AFP.

Figures in the pro-democracy movement say the developments can be exploited by people's defence forces, which were formed after the 2021 coup by pro-democracy activists to fight against the military.
These groups have received support from more experienced ethnic armed groups, including those that make up the Brotherhood Alliance, which have greater resources and have fought against the military
for decades.

Analysts say it is unclear if military opponents will be able to hold on to territory taken. Since the coup, the military has relied on indiscriminate air attacks and scorched earth tactics to suppress opposition,
with UN-appointed independent human rights investigators in September reporting increased "frequency and intensity of war crimes and crimes against humanity".

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said the armed clashes "have expanded into more areas, including densely populated urban centres" in recent weeks.

More than 286,000 people have been displaced as a result of the recent surge in violence, it said, while 187 civilians have reportedly died and 246 have been injured. More than 2 million people have been
internally displaced across Myanmar, according to the UN.
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Truth and Reconciliation Commission

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner Experts of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination Commend South Africa on the
Adjustment of Apartheid-Era Laws, Ask Questions on Attacks by Political Groups on Foreigners and Proposed Measures Restricting the Rights of Asylum Seekers (OHCHR)
November 28, 2023

The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination today concluded its consideration of the combined ninth to eleventh periodic report of
South Africa, with Committee Experts commending the State on the adjustment of apartheid-era laws, and asking questions on attacks by political
groups on foreigners and proposed measures restricting the rights of asylum seekers.

Just as the Truth Commission was finalizing the report meant to be its legacy in Colombia’s history, Andrés Celis underwent an unexpected metamorphosis. He went from being one of the hundreds of
public officials who, with care and empathy, interviewed thousands of survivors and former combatants to being a victim himself, like those he listened to for hours. During the last thirteen months, Celis
has lived with an acute depression, an insomnia that pushed his body to its limits and the loneliness of exile, after two information thefts and a barrage of death threats forced him to leave the country in
September 2022.

Celis's case illustrates a dramatic reality for several transitional justice operators in a country which has tried to close its armed conflict by chapters but where dozens of criminal structures fiercely opposed
to truth, the empowerment of victims, or both, still survive. His story - and that of at least two Truth Commission colleagues - underscore questions for one of the most innovative transitional models. How
could it have teams of psychologists at the service of victims and perpetrators, but not of its own officials? And who protects a dedicated public servant to the transitional justice’s mission once the
institution he worked for ceases to exist?

"FEELING DROWNED WITH AN OXYGEN MASK ON" Celis, a 31-year-old journalist and political scientist, just completed a year away from Colombia, a forced exile that he describes in the blog he has
been keeping as “feeling drowned with an oxygen mask on”.

Working as a researcher at the Colombia’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was his dream. It was also the opportunity to bring together his two professions after working for five years at Verdad
Abierta, an innovative online media outlet focused on understanding the armed conflict’s dynamics. He also worked at Rutas del Conflicto, another news outlet born from a mobile application that educated
Colombians about the tragedies that occurred in each part of the country where they passed through.

That’s why, when a United Nations agency opened a call for applications to be part of the TRC’s preparation team, he didn’t hesitate. "With a group of friends, we thought a Truth Commission was the
moment we’d be able to contribute a grain of sand to everything that had already been investigated before," he confides to Justice Info by videoconference from a European country that granted him a
humanitarian visa.

With the TRC underway, he joined a team of six, dedicated to conducting in-depth interviews with key figures. They weren’t necessarily high profile, but exceptional political or military witnesses of the
decades of violence in the country and of the mechanisms that allowed it to be recycled over and over. If the interviewee was in jail, they could take months to complete.

Celis was assigned the former paramilitaries and drug traffickers. He worked hand in hand with Commissioner Alejandro Valencia Villa, a human rights lawyer who had worked in several Latin American
truth commissions. It was a joyful period for him. "I lived very happily for a long time working there," he recalls.

“OPERATION LEMON” OVER A DRUG BARON Celis's ordeal began just after his last visit to one of these interviewees. Over 13 sessions he’d met with Dairo Usuga, better known as 'Otoniel,' a recently
arrested commander of the Gulf Clan. The TRC considered that he might know important truths about the armed conflict because, before leading of one of the largest drug trafficking rings in the country, he
was a member of the Maoist guerrilla group the People's Liberation Army (EPL) and the extreme right-wing paramilitary United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC). He was emblematic of wartime
defections, or what Colombians term 'shirt-switching' between armed groups.

Verene Albertha Shepherd, Committee Chairperson, welcomed the adjustment of apartheid-era laws, and asked about awareness raising campaigns to address the ideologies that underpinned those laws.
Régine Esseneme, Committee Expert and Country Co-Rapporteur, asked about reparations, including housing, that had been provided to victims since 2019.

Mehrdad Payandeh, Committee Expert and Country Rapporteur, said there were reports of under-policing of political groups that attacked foreigners, such as Operation Dudula, and the State party had not
provided information on investigations of such attacks. What measures were in place to prevent discrimination and violence against non-nationals?

Bakari Sidiki Diaby, Committee Expert and Country Co-Rapporteur, said that a white paper had been published on immigration proceedings earlier this year. The white paper included proposals to restrict
the rights of asylum seekers, including the right of freedom of movement. It also indicated that the State party intended to withdraw from the Refugee Convention. How did the State party plan to abide by
human rights guarantees for refugees and asylum seekers? The period of public consultation on the document was too short; were there plans to extend it?

Introducing the report, Ronald Lamola, Minister of Justice and Correctional Services of South Africa and head of delegation, said significant progress had been made to implement the five-year National
Action Plan to Combat Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance 2019-2024. The Government had set up the Rapid Response Mechanism Task Team in November 2021 to
respond to incidents of racist and xenophobic offences. Since 2019, 32 anti-xenophobia campaigns had been conducted.

Mr. Lamola said work on the recommendations made by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to provide victims with reparation was ongoing. Community rehabilitation and education assistance
reparation for basic education as well as higher education were ongoing, while one-off individual reparation recommendations had been finalised. Currently, 137 cases concerning apartheid crimes were
being investigated, with 18 finalised and 13 on the court roll. One matter was finalised with a murder conviction in November 2023, in which the accused was sentenced to 10 years direct imprisonment.

The delegation also stated that the Cabinet had condemned the actions of political groups such as Operation Dudula, which had attacked non-citizens. The Equality Court ruled on whether political actions
were in line with the Constitution. There had been an increase in violent crime recently, which affected all ethnicities and groups. Most crimes of murder were based on competition for scarce resources.
There were programmes promoting understanding of migrants and their harmonisation in society.

The white paper on immigration and citizenship had been gazetted for public comment for a period of two months, the delegation said. Once this process was over, the Government would draft legislation
that combined existing immigration legislation into one legal document. Proposed legislative changes did not limit the right of asylum seekers and refugees to freedom of movement or education. They
aimed to address abuse of the asylum system.

In concluding remarks, Mr. Payandeh said the Committee was aware of the challenges faced by South Africa and its legacy of apartheid and economic challenges. It was concerned by the recent rise of
xenophobia in the State. This was a serious concern which required the attention of the State party. Mr. Payandeh thanked the high-level delegation for engaging constructively with the Committee and
thanked all those who had contributed to the dialogue.

Mr. Lamola, in concluding remarks, said the Government’s various laws and interventions aimed to transform the country into one where all persons had equal opportunities. One of the challenges that the
State had to confront was the immigration situation. The State respected its international obligations and the recommendations of its National Human Rights Commission. South Africa aimed to achieve the
equal society envisioned in its Constitution.

The delegation of South Africa consisted of representatives of the Ministry of Justice and Correctional Services; Department of Basic Education; Department of Home Affairs; Department of Social
Development; Department of Human Settlements; and the Permanent Mission of South Africa to the United Nations Office at Geneva.

The Committee will issue its concluding observations on the report of South Africa after the conclusion of its one hundred and eleventh session on 8 December. Summaries of the public meetings of the
Committee can be found here, while webcasts of the public meetings can be found here. The programme of work of the Committee’s one hundred and eleventh session and other documents related to the
session can be found here.

The Committee will next meet in public on Tuesday, 28 November at 3 p.m. to start its consideration of the combined twenty-third to twenty-fifth periodic report of Bulgaria (CERD/C/BGR/23-25).
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