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We urge the Security Council to renew the mandate for the UN Mission in the Central African Republic: UK statement at the UN Security Council (Gov.UK) October 26,
2023

[President.

Let me thank SRSG Rugwabiza for her briefing. I welcome the participation of Foreign Minister Baipo Temon and the Under Representative of Angola at this meeting. Let me first emphasise our continued
appreciation for MINUSCA’s peacekeepers as they seek to fulfil their mandate in challenging circumstances. The Mission’s improved cooperation with the CAR authorities highlights the importance of effective
leadership in pursuing efforts to stabilise the country after decades of conflict.

The UK welcomes the positive progress outlined by the Secretary-General in the latest report. This includes improved border management policy, more inclusion of women in political processes and achieving
milestones in disarmament, demobilisation, repatriation and reintegration operations. Now is the time to build on these achievements on the path to peace and stability.

First, CAR authorities must de-conflict its security partners, ensure they abide by international law and end impunity for human rights violations they commit. Wagner Group’s systematic human rights abuses
and spread of mis and disinformation are not the solution to the multifaceted challenges in CAR. They only serve to strengthen the narrative of armed groups.

Second, all parties in CAR must recommit to the Political Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation, to ensure a long-term solution to the conflict can be realised. We call on the Government to redouble its efforts
to facilitate inclusive dialogue and implement the joint roadmap with all political actors and armed groups. MINUSCA’s role in providing good offices and supporting the peace process continues to be crucial.

Third, conducting local elections remains important for extending democratic local governance and fulfilling the decentralisation required for sustainable peace. With the support of MINUSCA, CAR authorities
must fufil their commitment to local elections in 2024.

In conclusion, President, we urge the Council to renew MINUSCA’s mandate with the provisions necessary to allow the mission to further increase its effectiveness. The UK fully supports the Mission in
supporting the extension of state authority through joint operations with the CAR military, enabling access to basic services, improving mission capacity, supporting local elections and promoting human rights.

Thank you.

Statement by Ambassador James Kariuki at the UN Security Council meeting on the Central African Republic
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New International Criminal Court Probe in Recent Attacks in Sudan’s Darfur (The Tahrir Institute) By Mohamed Osman
October 19, 2023

The International Criminal Court decided to open an investigation into atrocities that have been committed in West Darfur since conflict in Sudan
erupted in April 2023. The investigation is limited to events in Darfur, relying on the existing United Nations Security Council referral of 2005. There
is, however, little to suggest that enforcement would be easier or more effective this time around.

On July 13, International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor Karim Khan announced his office’s latest investigation into recent attacks in Darfur, amidst the context of the ongoing conflict in Sudan that began on
April 15, 2023. The announcement of a new probe, whilst in its early stages, is a significant step toward accountability—especially amidst a muted international response to abuses taking place in the region
since the beginning of this latest episode of conflict. “[Our mandate is] ongoing with respect to crimes within our jurisdiction, the crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes; and any
individual who is found to be committing those crimes within our jurisdiction will be investigated,” Khan said.

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF A NEW PROBE, WHILST IN ITS EARLY STAGES, IS A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARD ACCOUNTABILITY—ESPECIALLY AMIDST A MUTED INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE TO
ABUSES TAKING PLACE IN THE REGION SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THIS LATEST EPISODE OF CONFLICT

Darfur has been the site of atrocities that span decades. Conflict broke out in 2003 between Sudan’s central government and Darfuri rebel groups, who took up arms in response to their marginalization in the
country. Omar al-Bashir, Sudan’s leader who was deposed in 2019, organized a campaign that heavily relied on mobilizing tribal Arab communities to support his war. Government forces and Arab militias
clashed with rebels, but also systematically targeted non-Arab communities, groups from which rebels drew their cadres, and manipulated historical ethnic divisions in the region. Central to the government’s
campaign was the mobilization of the Janjaweed, armed fighters stemming from Arab groups.

The results of these attacks were horrific atrocities that claimed the lives of nearly 400,000 people. This death toll generated regional and international attention, which later motivated the decision of the UN
Security Council (UNSC) to refer the case to the ICC in 2005. The referral, based on Resolution 1593 adopted on March 31, 2005, allowed the ICC to “exercise its jurisdiction over crimes listed in the Rome
Statute committed on the territory of Darfur, Sudan, from July 1, 2002, onwards.”

Importantly, the decision to refer the situation to the ICC was brought under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, which allows the Security Council to “determine the existence of any threat to the peace,
breach of the peace, or act of aggression.” As a result, the ICC issued arrest warrants over the years against five individuals, including former President Bashir, for found evidence of crimes against humanity,
genocide, and war crimes. On June 9, 2021, the ICC announced that former Janjaweed leader Ali Mohamed Ali—known as Kosheib—had surrendered himself to the court. Kosheib’s trial started on April 5,
2022, where he faced 31 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity.

When the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) started fighting in Khartoum on April 15, 2023, attention quickly moved to Darfur, as observers feared the worst given the
atrocities committed there two decades prior. West Darfur in particular has been the epicenter of grave crimes committed by the RSF and Arab militias in their targeting of non-Arab communities, notably
crimes against the ethnic Massalit community, one of the main ethnic non-Arab groups in the region. Since the end of April 2023, thousands have reportedly been killed in West Darfur, and attackers have also
targeted displaced civilians, setting their settlements ablaze. Of the nearly 2 million people who have been displaced in Sudan since the conflict started, over 280,000 have been displaced within West Darfur
alone according to the United Nations, and about 150,000 have fled to Chad.

IN LINE WITH THE EXISTING UNSC REFERRAL LIMITING THE INVESTIGATION TO EVENTS IN DARFUR FROM APRIL 2023, CRIMES COMMITTED IN OTHER CITIES, LIKE KHARTOUM, FALL
OUT OF THE ICC’S REMIT

The most recent investigation opened by the ICC follows these troubling reports from West Darfur. In line with the existing UNSC referral limiting the investigation to events in Darfur from April 2023, crimes
committed in other cities, like Khartoum, fall out of the ICC’s remit. A recurring challenge for ICC engagement in Sudan has been the issue of cooperation of local authorities. For instance, Bashir flat-out
rejected the ICC’s jurisdiction and arrest warrants issued against him and two of his associates in 2008. Indeed, Article 86 of the Rome Statute compels state parties to cooperate in investigating and
prosecuting crimes within the jurisdiction of the ICC. Additionally, the UNSC resolution that referred the Darfur case to the court underscores the need for cooperation from domestic actors.

Though Sudan became a signatory to the Rome Statute in 2000—the treaty that created the ICC—it did not ratify it. The former Sudanese transitional government, which was established following Bashir’s
ouster in 2019, agreed to enhance cooperation with The Hague. A subsequent peace agreement for Darfur signed in 2020 also explicitly provided ground for cooperation with the ICC as part of its justice matrix.
In January 2021, ICC prosecutor Khan visited Khartoum and signed a memorandum of understanding to bolster cooperation with Sudanese authorities. In August 2021, the transitional government announced
it would ratify the Rome Statute, but the military coup of October 25, 2021, altered the state’s priorities, and the country has still yet to ratify it.

Progress from Sudan’s side was reportedly slow and inadequate. At that time, the former transitional authorities also contemplated different modalities on cooperation with the ICC on existing cases. On June
16, 2020, the Sudanese attorney general reaffirmed the need for cooperation with the ICC, but also indicated it might be necessary for proceedings to be held in Sudan. The option provided here, despite
subsequent concrete steps failing to be actualized, raised questions on existing challenges for Sudan’s national prosecutorial and judicial system to ensure effective proceedings or uphold fair trials. For one,
Sudanese laws did not, and still do not, provide command responsibility, a key principle that allows the judiciary to hold commanders liable for crimes committed, and not solely the direct perpetrators who
were following orders of their superiors. Many crucial standards were also missing, including on witness protection. Moreover, genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity, while included in the 1991
Criminal Act (amended in 2009), have inadequate definitions: for example, the crime of genocide is more narrowly defined than under international law, and the war crimes of inhumane treatment, sexual
violence, denial of fair trial, and sexual slavery, are either absent or incomplete.

Following the military coup in October 2021, the window of opportunity to progress on justice was squandered. Khan flew again to Khartoum in August 2022, almost a year after the coup took place, and this
time visited Darfur, meeting with displaced communities, and signing a memorandum of understanding to facilitate further cooperation on the Kosheib trial with coup leaders, who reiterated their commitment
to cooperate with the prosecutor.

WHILE THE NEW INVESTIGATIONS ARE STILL EMPOWERED BY THE EXISTING UNSC REFERRAL UNDER CHAPTER VII, THERE IS LITTLE TO SUGGEST THAT ENFORCEMENT WOULD BE
EASIER THIS TIME AROUND

Again, commitments from Sudanese leaders did not result in any real progress. In January 2023, Khan addressed the UNSC, stating that Sudan is not meeting the minimum requirements for cooperation, and
that Sudanese authorities were restricting key access to documents and witnesses, while ignoring requests for assistance and approval.

While the new investigations are still empowered by the existing UNSC referral under Chapter VII, there is little to suggest that enforcement would be easier this time around. There will be a crucial need to
have more regional and international support for the efforts of the ICC, including by providing much-needed resources, but also the political support to push for better cooperation for the investigation’s
potential outcomes. The ICC will be operating again in a hostile environment, this time with the world that once watched Darfur with eagle eyes disappointingly doing very little to address the gravity of the
current situation.

Mohamed Osman is a Nonresident Fellow at TIMEP focusing on governance, accountability, and justice in Sudan. He has been a Researcher in Human Rights Watch’s Africa Division since 2018.

This analysis was originally published as a feature piece in Issue 3 of the Rule of Law Developments in the Middle East and North Africa newsletter, produced by Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung Rule of Law
Programme Middle East & North Africa and TIMEP.

An alleged Darfur militia leader was merely 'a pharmacist,' defense lawyers tell a war crimes court (ABC News) By Molly Quell
October 19, 2023

Defense lawyers have told the International Criminal Court that their client is not a Sudanese militia leader who participated in war crimes, but rather
“a no one” who was not involved in the ongoing conflict in the nation

Defense lawyers told the International Criminal Court on Thursday that their client was not a Sudanese militia leader who had participated in war crimes, but rather “a no one” who had no involvement in the
ongoing conflict in the nation.

Prosecutors say Ali Mohammed Ali Abdul Rahman Ali is better known as Ali Kushayb, a leader of the Janjaweed militia. He has denied 31 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity in what the defense
claims is a case of mistaken identity.

“The man sitting behind me was utterly a no-one,” defense attorney Cyril Laucci told The Hague-based court in his opening presentation.

Laucci says his client was working as a pharmacist at a market in a remote part of the Darfur region of Sudan during the conflict, which began in 2003, leaving some 300,000 people dead and driving 2.7 million
from their homes.

Violence erupted when rebels from the territory’s ethnic central and sub-Saharan African community launched an insurgency, complaining of oppression by the Arab-dominated government in the capital,
Khartoum. The government responded with a scorched-earth campaign of aerial bombings, and unleashed militias known as the Janjaweed, who are accused of mass killings and rapes.

Prosecutors claim the defendant was a senior commander in the Janjaweed militias from 2003-2004, acting as a go-between for the militia and the Sudanese government. According to the indictment, he even
participated in some attacks against civilians.

“You will see that he took pride in the power that he thought he exerted and the authority that he had,” ICC chief prosecutor Karim Khan told the court when the trial opened in April of last year.

Abdul Rahman surrendered to authorities in the Central African Republic, near the border with Sudan, in 2020. In his first appearance at the ICC that same year, he said the charges against him were “untrue.”
He faces a maximum sentence of life imprisonment if convicted.

The conflict in Darfur is the first investigation sent to the court by the United Nations Security Council and the defendant, now 74, is the first person from Sudan to go on trial. Sudan is not a party to the Rome
Statute that created the ICC in 2002.

Earlier in the trial, judges heard from 56 witnesses who described horrific violence and the use of rape as a weapon to terrorize and humiliate women. During one massacre, Abdul Rahman allegedly told
fighters: “Repeat, repeat for these people. Maybe there are some that you have missed,” according to one witness.

In July, Khan told the U.N. Security Council that his office was looking into possible new crimes after renewed violence erupted in Darfur.

The court has also issued arrest warrants for former President Omar al-Bashir, who is accused of genocide; former defense minister Abdel Raheem Hussein; and former interior minister and governor Ahmad
Harun. All three men are currently detained in Sudan, which has refused to hand them over to the court.

[back to contents]
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ICC frees ex-C.Africa militia leader after case shelved (France 24) October 19, 2023

The International Criminal Court said Thursday it had released Maxime Mokom, a former militia leader in the Central African Republic (CAR), shelving
its war crimes case against him after the prosecutor dropped all charges.

Prosecutor Karim Khan said his office had concluded there were "no longer any reasonable prospects of conviction at trial even if the charges were confirmed".

Mokom was released from custody on Tuesday, the ICC said later in a statement.

He had faced charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity over alleged atrocities committed against Muslim civilians in the CAR, a former French colony, by his self-proclaimed self-defence militias in
2013 and 2014.

One of the world's poorest countries, the CAR was plunged into bloody sectarian conflict after Seleka rebels, a coalition of armed groups mainly composed of Muslims, ousted president Francois Bozize in early
2013.

Mokom's militias, which called themselves "anti-Balaka" -- meaning "anti-machete" -- formed in reaction to the takeover of the capital, Bangui, by the Seleka.

He had denied involvement in the bloodshed, telling ICC judges in August he was "dedicated to the search for peace".

Mokom said he returned to the CAR in February 2014 during the height of the violence after having fled to the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo.

The charges Mokom had faced included directing attacks against the civilian population, murder, rape and pillage.

Prosecutor Khan said the decision to drop those charges was taken after considering all the evidence and "changed circumstances regarding the availability of witnesses".

It had become clear that "several critical witnesses" were unavailable to testify and that the ongoing investigation was "unlikely to result in new evidence," the prosecutor said in his submission to the court.

Prosecutors said they had been unable to interview potential witnesses, including "insider witnesses" in recent weeks.

"It is also not anticipated that further witnesses with similar evidence will be identified or come forward in the near future," they added. 'Unwelcome news'

Khan said his office reserved the right to request a new arrest warrant if more evidence came to light and addressed those affected by the atrocities in the country.

"I am very conscious that this news may be unwelcome to many survivors and their families," he said. "I hope many will understand my legal and ethical responsibilities to be guided by the law and the
evidence."

A lawyer representing the victims described the decision as a "betrayal" and said her clients were "sad and immensely disappointed".

"It's completely upsetting and unfair and the victims can only deplore such brutal and unilateral behaviour," said Elisabeth Rabesandratana in a statement sent to AFP.

The ICC issued an arrest warrant for Mokom in 2018 and he was finally handed over by Chadian authorities last year.

Set up in 2002, the ICC is the world's only independent tribunal capable of prosecuting those accused of the world's worst crimes.

Anti-Balaka attacks continued on Muslim civilians even after Seleka forces retreated from Bangui, until at least December 2014.

The CAR remains troubled and peace agreements signed in 2017 and 2019 have not been respected on the ground.

Many armed groups, rebels and assailants continue a guerrilla campaign of sporadic attacks against the Central African army, which is supported by mercenaries from the Russian private security company
Wagner.

International NGOs and experts mandated by the United Nations regularly accuse both sides of crimes and abuses against civilians.

Two other former anti-Balaka leaders, Patrice-Edouard Ngaissona and Alfred Yekatom, are already on trial at the ICC.

Last year, Seleka commander Mahamat Said Abdel Kani denied war crimes and crimes against humanity charges before the court.
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Lake Chad Region — Chad, Nigeria, Niger, and Cameroon

IS group-linked militants kill 17 in Nigeria for failing to pay 'cattle tax' (France 24) November 1, 2023

Scores of fighters from Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) stormed the remote farming and herding village of Kayayya in Yobe State late on
Monday, 150 kilometres from the state capital Damaturu, hurling explosives and opening fire, the sources said.

"The terrorists attacked the village around 8:00 pm (1900 GMT) with explosives and guns while the residents were chatting away the night," said Gremah Bukar, a militia member who assists the military
fighting the jihadists.

"They then opened fire on those residents who tried to flee. They killed 17 people and injured five others," Bukar said.

According to a Yobe state police report, 20 people were killed and parts of the village razed before the militants fled. A Yobe state security official did not immediately respond to a request for confirmation.

The attack was in response to the villagers' refusal to pay jihadists a tax they demanded on cattle, Abubakar Adamu, said another militia member who gave the same toll.

Militants and armed groups in remote parts of Nigeria sometimes demand "taxes" on communities as a way to exercise control and raise funds.

Babagana Kyari, a resident of Geidam town, said the five injured in the Kayayya attack were taken to the general hospital in the town for medical attention.

"One of the injured victims said the ISWAP insurgents attacked the village because they told them they would not pay the cattle levy they imposed on the village," said Kyari who visited the injured at the
hospital.

A Yobe state police report said 20 people were killed and that parts of the village were razed before the militants fled.

Over the last two years, jihadists have carried out attacks beyond their stronghold in northeast Borno State, the heart of the country's 14-year-long Islamist militant conflict.

Yobe, Borno state's immediate neighbour, has also borne the brunt of the jihadist violence, including deadly raids on villages, military bases, schools and markets, as well as mass abductions.

In April last year, ISWAP jihadists killed 11 people in attacks on bars and a technical college in Geidam, days after six people were killed and 16 injured in an explosion targeting another bar in northeastern
Taraba state.

On Wednesday ISWAP claimed responsibility for an explosion at a bar in northeast Taraba state the day before which local police said killed six people and injured 16 others.

Nigeria's jihadist conflict has killed 40,000 people and displaced around two million from their homes in the northeast since it erupted in 2009, according to the UN.

Killed on Camera: How an Unarmed Youth was Shot By the Nigerian Military (Reuters) By Reade Levinson, David Lewis and Tim Cocks
November 1, 2023

Bloodied and covered in dust, the unarmed youth sat alone in the back of a pickup truck. A man in Nigerian military fatigues prodded him from the
vehicle as others shouted insults. “Bastard!” yelled one person. “One of them!” said another.

Dust and blood sprayed into the air. After a brief pause, the gunman fired two more rounds, leaving the slender youth motionless next to two other bodies in the dirt. Male voices cheered.

THE slaying of the unidentified young man might never have come to light. But the 2015 incident was captured on a 25-second video obtained by Reuters from two independent sources who said it was taken on
an army operation in Nigeria’s northeast in a battle against the Islamist insurgent group Boko Haram. The footage was passed around among troops, as videos and pictures of battlefield conquests often are, but
has not been released publicly before.

Analysis of the video by Reuters and Bellingcat, a Netherlands-based investigative journalism group, verified that it was filmed just inside the Abogo Largema Military Cantonment, a barracks south of Biu town,
in Borno state, on Jan. 14, 2015, around midday. Abogo Largema is home to the 231 Tank Battalion and the 331 Artillery Regiment, parts of the Nigerian Army’s 3 Division. Both were involved in repelling an
insurgent attack on the military barracks that day, according to social media posts about the battle and three witness accounts.

The uniform of the shooter and the location at the base indicate he was a member of the Nigerian military, likely an army soldier. At least 17 bodies were laid out at the base later that afternoon and captured in
photographs that accompanied internet posts touting the military victory. Some of those images were posted by the military itself. Among the dead was a young man in blue shorts, most likely the youth shot in
the video, according to a Bellingcat visual analysis.

The video provides gruesome documentation of tactics Nigeria’s military has used in its ongoing 14-year war against Islamist insurgents. It also furnishes rare, direct evidence of an extrajudicial killing at the
hands of security forces – one that three experts consulted by Reuters deemed a war crime. Killing the youth in this way violated the Geneva Conventions, they said, because he was clearly unarmed and in
custody, posing no immediate threat to the military. In legal terms, he was "hors de combat," or outside of combat.

The video undermines the Nigerian military’s assertion in an interview with Reuters in December that it has adhered to domestic and international laws protecting civilians and others not actively engaged in
combat during its fight against Islamist insurgents in the northeast. "This video captures a war crime, no doubt,” said Luis Moreno Ocampo, a former chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC)
in The Hague and one of the experts in international law who reviewed the video for Reuters. “It is a willful killing.” The scene of the slaying

The video shows a youth being killed at about noon by a man in Nigerian military fatigues. Images posted later on social media show what appears to be the youth's body laid out along the road with other
bodies.

Even if the young man had been a Boko Haram fighter at some point – something Reuters could not determine – people who have ceased to take part in hostilities are protected from violence and mistreatment
under the Geneva Conventions, including murder, the experts told Reuters. Nigeria is a signatory.

"Whether or not this young man was taking part in hostilities is irrelevant," said Melanie O’Brien, president of the International Association of Genocide Scholars. "It is still a war crime to shoot him in the way
that they did."

The Nigerian government and military – including the presidency, Ministry of Defence, defence headquarters and army leaders – did not respond to detailed questions for this story.

Mounting Allegations of Atrocities

Ocampo said a question for an ICC prosecutor in this case would be whether the killing was an isolated incident, resulting from the actions of a single member of the Nigerian security forces, or part of a pattern
of wartime abuses that can be linked to the broader military leadership. The ICC would likely not intervene in an isolated case, but if a pattern was established and the Nigerian authorities did not investigate it,
the court would have grounds to look into the responsibility of the chain of command, he said.

The video comes to light as allegations of atrocities by Nigerian defence forces are mounting – some of which have already caught the attention of the ICC.

In a series published in December, Reuters described dozens of killings over years by the army of children and teenagers throughout the northeast. The news organisation also exposed a secret, military-run
program in which thousands of women and girls underwent abortions after being freed from sexual slavery under Boko Haram and its now-dominant offshoot, Islamic State West Africa Province. Many of the
terminations were carried out without the person’s prior knowledge or consent, according to dozens of witness accounts.

At the time, Reuters’ findings were categorically denied by the Nigerian government and top military officials. They are now being investigated by the country’s state-funded National Human Rights
Commission, which did not respond to a request for comment for this story. General Christopher Musa, then the top commander of the counterinsurgency campaign in the northeast and now Nigeria’s defence
chief, told Reuters last November that the army complies with international laws prohibiting attacks on civilians and noncombatants. In cases where suspected collaborators are unarmed, Musa said: “We
capture them, we hold them, and then we take them for the legal system to take its course.”

Musa said the military also adheres to its own rules of engagement and to training on human rights provided by the United States, Britain and the United Nations. He did not respond to questions for this story ,
but he said a panel set up by the human rights commission was investigating “all allegations.”

In a series of messages on Twitter in 2019, the Nigerian Army condemned a “gory video” that it said reportedly depicted its personnel engaged in the extrajudicial killing of a Boko Haram suspect. It said it
warns troops against such unprofessional conduct, adding that when these kinds of incidents are confirmed, perpetrators are usually punished immediately.

In June, Reuters reported on a January airstrike in central Nigeria that killed dozens of Fulani herders, citing it as an example of repeated aerial attacks over years by the military that have claimed the lives of
people not actively involved in armed conflict.

The government and military did not reply to Reuters’ requests for comment at the time. In the wake of the bombing, the Nigerian Air Force told the U.S.-based nonprofit Human Rights Watch that it carried
out the strike based “on credible intelligence,” specifically surveillance footage showing the movement of “suspected terrorists,” the nonprofit said.

Various entities have accused Nigerian security forces of other abuses in connection with killings of civilians and captives.

In a report published in 2015, five months after the attack on Biu, Amnesty International found that Nigerian forces had extrajudicially executed more than 1,200 people since the insurgency began.

The Nigerian government ultimately dropped an investigation into these accusations, finding insufficient evidence to support any abuses by its officers.

In 2020, after a decade of preliminary examination, the Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC said there was “a reasonable basis to believe” that war crimes and crimes against humanity had been committed in the
conflict by Nigerian security forces, as well as by Islamist insurgents. The ICC has yet to open a formal investigation.

In response to a request for comment, the office said it was engaging with the new Nigerian government that took office earlier this year about the “next steps to be taken regarding accountability for the alleged
crimes committed in Nigeria, and to find ways to deepen cooperation in addressing these crimes.”

With respect to the killing depicted in the 2015 video, the office said it could not comment on specific incidents "at this stage."

The United States has been among the staunchest allies of the Nigerian military in its fight against Islamist insurgents, but the relationship has proved fraught when allegations of human rights abuses surface.
The U.S. State Department routinely flags reports of “arbitrary, unlawful, or extrajudicial killings” by government forces in Nigeria, including the army, in annual human rights reports.

In a statement, the department said it was only made aware of the Biu incident recently through the Reuters inquiry and was seeking more information about it.

“We urge Nigerian authorities to investigate these allegations in a timely and transparent manner, and to hold those responsible to account,” the department said. All military operations must be carried out in
accordance with international humanitarian law, it said, and any foreign security unit credibly implicated in “a gross violation of human rights” would be ineligible for U.S. military assistance.

To shed light on the 2015 killing of the unarmed young man, journalists interviewed eight people – Nigerian security force members and residents – who said they witnessed or participated in the battle against
Boko Haram that day. Five said they were at the barracks gate where the youth was killed and recognised photos of the scene posted on social media. Some were part of a government-allied militia called the
Civilian Joint Task Force (CJTF), formed the previous year to protect the community against Boko Haram.

Four security force members said the commander who led the battle that day was M.O. Agi. Two independent regional security experts who researched the matter for Reuters said his full name is Michael
Oluoha Agi, now the brigadier general in charge of the 3 Division garrison. He could not be reached for comment.

Reuters and Bellingcat could not ascertain who took the video. The journalists took extensive measures to identify the shooter – through sources in Biu, internet postings and image searches, army
announcements and social media networks – but were unable to confirm his identity. The reporters also sought to identify the youth by showing multiple sources photos of what was likely his body, among
others, on the ground, as well as a frame shot of his face from the video. No one recognised him.

But sources were able to provide context for the fighting that day and its aftermath, with some suggesting the youth was not the only one to be slain in custody.

Two security force members told Reuters they saw multiple prisoners brought out of the barracks and shot after the fighting ceased. Both said the captives, who were shot at a different location from where the
youth was killed, were not part of the day’s hostilities: They had been detained days or weeks before because they were suspected of having ties to Boko Haram. The commanding officer ordered us to go and
sweep them; that means ‘take them to the killing ground,’” said one of the security force members, explaining how he and his comrades removed the prisoners in a group from the barracks.

“They gave me one person to kill, and I shot him,” he said.

Attack on Biu

On Jan. 14, 2015, Boko Haram fighters entered Biu just before sunrise – between about 5:30 a.m. and 6 a.m., witnesses said. From their motorbikes and vehicles, the militants sprayed bullets and hurled
grenades.

“They came shouting ‘Allahu akbar’ (God is greatest) and shooting everywhere,” Yahaya Mshelliza, a resident, told Reuters at the time. Reuters could not reach him for this story.

How the attack unfolded

Residents posted prayers on social media as the attack proceeded.

CJTF members immediately reported for duty alongside regular soldiers, according to security force sources.

Boko Haram fighters attacked a police headquarters in the east of Biu, and some headed south to the main military base, according to five sources, including one who participated in the fighting at the barracks.

Witnesses to the battle said security forces fought back hard, overwhelming the Boko Haram fighters with their greater numbers and superior firepower. The battle was over after several hours – some social
media posts said well before 11 a.m. Defence headquarters in Abuja declared victory at 11:17 a.m. (10:17 GMT) on a military-run Twitter account, saying a “terrorist attack” had been “repelled” by the military.

A tweet from headquarters at 11:23 a.m. said troops were pursuing “fleeing terrorists” and carrying out a “mopping up operation.”

“Mopping up” after battle

Some social media posts suggest that the attack on Biu had already concluded before 11 a.m. local time…

Tweets from Nigerian defence headquarters in Abuja show the military declared the hostilities over shortly after 11 a.m.

Soldiers picked up people they suspected of being or having links to militants and transported them to the barracks, according to security force witnesses. Three witnesses, who were in various locations at
various times, said they saw from three to 18 captured insurgents among those transported.

A security force member who was in the field said some of those transported to the base were alive, though hurt.

“There were around three vehicles that transported Boko Haram to the military base,” he said.

“There was a mix of dead and injured.”

Another security force member, who was at the base after the fighting was over, said “jubilant” government soldiers and militia fighters returned to the barracks. “We saw people who had been arrested, and
some were injured,” he said.

At around noon, the youth in blue shorts was led from a truck just inside the wall around the barracks, according to a Bellingcat analysis of solar data and shadow angles in the video. The time is an estimate,
accurate to within about an hour. The slaying likely occurred around the same time or after defence headquarters said the attack had been repelled, Bellingcat found.

Determining the time of the slaying

An analysis of solar data by Belllingcat found that the video of the youth’s killing was filmed around noon, likely around the time hostilities concluded or afterward. The shooter in the video fired nine shots at
the youth, according to analyses done for Reuters by three forensic audio experts. “Morale!” shouted a voice on the video, a rallying cry often used by the Nigerian Army on the front lines.

Nine shots fired

A uniformed security force member shot nine rounds at the young captive, pulling the trigger at least seven times, according to forensic audio experts who listened to the recording at Reuters’ request.
Afterward, one of the people at the scene shouted “Morale!” a cry common on the battlefield among Nigerian soldiers.

Bodies at the Barracks

By early afternoon, photographs of a group of bodies began circulating on social media purporting to show the aftermath of the attack.

At least 17 bodies, lined up in two rows, were displayed just inside the outer wall, according to photos posted online and verified by Reuters and Bellingcat. Some of the corpses were laid out with genitals in
view.

No international law specifically prohibits taking photographs of those killed in war. The Geneva Conventions were drawn up before the existence of social media, which makes the public display of such images
easier and more commonplace. However, two experts in humanitarian law said that displaying and photographing the bodies in this way, and posting the images on social media, could constitute “outrages
upon personal dignity,” which is a war crime. Such cases have been successfully prosecuted, they said.

Soldiers taking photos

Photos posted on social media show at least eight uniformed personnel taking pictures of the laid-out bodies.

Visual analyses by Bellingcat and two forensic pathologists suggested that some of the bodies had been transported from a different location and dragged into position next to the youth. The finding was based
in part on social media posts showing some of the bodies in pickup trucks, as well as physical evidence of dragging, such as the position of clothing, injuries to the bodies and disturbance of rocks nearby.

The day after the battle, more images from the scene were posted on Twitter by Nigeria’s director of defence information at the time, Major General Chris Olukolade. The images remain there today. Defence
headquarters published the same photos on its website, however the link is no longer available.

Aftermath of the Biu operation

Using satellite imagery, Bellingcat confirmed that the photos of the lined-up bodies posted by defence headquarters and other social media users were taken just inside Abogo Largema Military Cantonment – at
the same spot where the video of the youth’s killing was filmed.

Determining the location

Frames of the video stitched together give a wider view of where the shooting occurred. An overlay shows that the foliage and terrain match one of many pictures posted on social media of bodies laid out just
inside the barracks wall.

One photo posted online by defence headquarters and on the former spokesman’s Twitter account shows the body of a young man in blue shorts laid out alongside the others. He is too far away for his wounds
to be seen.

In pictures of the same bodies posted by others on social media, however, the young man bears wounds and other marks that match those visible in the video, Bellingcat found.

Pictured among the dead

A Bellingcat analysis found that the youth’s injuries match those visible in the video of the slaying.

Reporters were unable to identify the other bodies in the pictures. They also were unable to confirm the name of the shooter in the video. The shooter is likely the same man who appears in several social media
photos, standing among other military personnel by the dead bodies, easily recognizable by his light-coloured uniform, green camouflage jacket and green cap.

Zeroing in on the shooter

Social media posts show dozens of men in uniform next to the bodies. Among them is a man who is likely the shooter in the video, wearing the same garb. Reuters was unable to confirm his identity.

Soldiers on the front lines that day came from the 231 Tank Battalion and the 331 Artillery Regiment, both based in Biu, according to security force members and social media posts. The identification marks on
the rifle held by the shooter in the video appear consistent with those seen on other rifles from the 331 Artillery Regiment, Bellingcat found.

Some Nigerian troops called attention to themselves, boasting online about the military conquests that day.

One was a soldier who identified himself on Facebook as Emmanuel Emeka. He could not be reached for comment.

On Feb. 12, a month after the battle, Emeka posted two photos of himself at the site in front of the bodies. Both appear to depict the youth who was slain on video: In one, his blue shorts are visible; in the other,
just his upper body can be seen. The battalion number 231 is stamped on the butt of his rifle.

Emeka, who describes himself in his Facebook profile as a rifleman in the Nigerian Army, included a comment in Nigerian English.

“Am proud to be war guro,” he wrote, referring to someone good at warfare. “Killing more on my mind.”

“They forgot we’re tougher and more ruthless than de are," he said. “This is just de beginning.”

Pride in conquest

Facebook posts by a Nigerian soldier show a youth who appears to be the same one slain in the video. This image was posted on Feb. 12, 2015, a month after it was taken at the cantonment.
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Mali

Mali rebels say they have taken base vacated by UN peacekeepers (CNN) November 1, 2023

Mali’s northern Tuareg rebels said they have seized a base in Kidal vacated by the United Nations on Tuesday, potentially leading to a showdown in
the strategic city where Mali’s army is hoping to wrest back control.

The UN mission, known as MINUSMA, has until Dec. 31 to pack up after Mali’s military junta ordered it to leave in June. Its withdrawal from other bases has already prompted fighting between Mali’s army and
the rebels, who are vying for control of areas vacated by the peacekeepers.

Kidal is the eighth MINUSMA base to close in central and northern Mali and is one of the most important. It lies in a zone historically controlled by the rebels that Mali’s junta wants to take back.

MINUSMA confirmed its departure in a statement in which it said that it had destroyed equipment before leaving.

“The conditions for departure from all of these bases were extremely difficult,” it said.

The rebel movement, the Permanent Strategic Framework for Peace, Security and Development (CSP-PSD) said in a statement it “now has control of areas abandoned by MINUSMA in Kidal.”

Security analysts said that fighting could now break out in Kidal, adding to insecurity in the West African country where Islamist militants linked to al Qaeda and Islamic State also operate.

The exact situation surrounding the base is unclear. One source with knowledge of events said that the rebels took control of the runway next to the camp shortly after the UN left. A local resident said the rebels
had taken the camp, without providing details.

The UN said that it did not know what happened after it departed.

Mali’s military authorities have expressed concern that the UN has left bases without handing them over to the army.

“We note once more with regret that this retreat was not the subject of a handover” to the military, the junta said in a statement on X.

MINUSMA has operated in Mali since 2012 when Islamist militants took control of the north. Violence has persisted ever since.
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Liberia

Liberian Opponent Calls For War Crimes Court Ahead Of Runoff Vote (Barron’s) October 27, 2023

A prominent Liberian opposition figure told AFP on Friday that his support in the country's presidential runoff was conditional on the creation of a
war crimes tribunal, long called for by the international community.

Incumbent President George Weah will face Joseph Boakai on November 14, after neither candidate scored an absolute majority following October 10 polls.

The vote was the first to be held since the UN ended its peacekeeping mission in Liberia in 2018, created after more than 250,000 people died in two civil wars between 1989 and 2003.

While the bloody conflicts resulted in massacres, mutilation, rape, cannibalism and the forced recruitment of child soldiers, no trial has yet been held, but several have taken place abroad.

A Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in 2009 recommended the establishment of a war crimes tribunal, but this has largely gone unheeded, particularly in the name of peacekeeping as a number of
accused warlords remained influential in their communities.

"We believe it is important to help Liberia move forward, to heal the nation, to put behind us this era of impunity," said Alexander Cummings, who came fifth in the first round of the October presidential vote.

"If we should put the past behind us, the establishment of a war and economic crimes court is the beginning of that process," he added.

Cummings told AFP that the establishment of the court was one of the 12 conditions he had relayed to Weah and Boakai for his possible support.

The two candidates for the November runoff are stepping up their negotiations to forge alliances with the 18 other candidates who had contested the first round.

Cummings said the creation of a tribunal was "still relevant precisely because we have warlords and others who it is alleged committed war crimes and are in government... (and who) were never brought to
justice".

One of the most prominent of these is current senator Prince Johnson, who was shown in a video sipping beer while his men tortured then-President Samuel Doe to death in 1990.

Johnson has forged an electoral alliance with Boakai.

"That alliance is something that gives us a bit of pause and it is something we have to consider," Cummings said, adding that it was just one of many to take into account.

As president, Weah spoke about but never set up a war crimes tribunal, despite international and domestic demand.

"That is just one of many things the president did not follow through on and this is why this is a difficult decision," Cummings said.

Liberia: CSO Coalition Decries Election of Warlords and Economic Crimes Accused to Legislature, Fearing a Setback in Pursuit of Accountability (Front Page Africa)
By Gerald C. Koinyeneh
October 31, 2023
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While Liberia’s legislative elections, a part of the 2023 general elections, concluded without major disruptions, the choices made in some
constituencies have elicited disappointment and concern among a group of pro-justice campaigners.

The Coalition for the Establishment of War and Economic Crimes Court in Liberia (CEWAECCL) has expressed strong disapproval of the election of several individuals accused of war and economic crimes to
the Liberian Legislature following the general elections on October 10.

CEWAECCL comprised of more than 30 human rights, civil society, religious, and development organizations that have persistently advocated for accountability for crimes in Liberia.

In a statement released after the elections, CEWAECCL asserted that the election of alleged warlords and individuals accused of economic crimes could exacerbate the challenges in seeking justice for past
crimes committed during and after the Liberian civil war. The group emphasized that such elections would perpetuate a culture of impunity and hinder the rule of law in Liberia.

“The CSO-coalition – CEWAECCL sees the elections of these individuals as a recipe for the continual promotion of the culture of impunity in Liberia, and the determinant root cause that undermines the rule of
law in Liberia,” the group said.

Meet the Alleged Culprits

Despite the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), which called for the establishment of a court to try certain Liberians accused of serious war and economic crimes, no
accountability has been pursued by the government for these crimes since the end of Liberia’s brutal civil war. Although several Liberians have been tried and convicted for crimes related to Liberian civil war in
Europe and the United States.

The successive governments led by former President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and the incumbent President George Weah have failed to implement the TRC’s recommendations. Human rights groups and
advocates for a war and economic crimes court have attributed this failure to the election and appointment of major warlords and individuals accused of war and economic crimes to legislative and other
prominent positions.

One such controversial figure elected to the legislature is Senator Prince Y. Johnson, a former warlord known for ordering his Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL) troops to torture and
murder former Liberian President Samuel Kanyon Doe during the civil war in 1990. Johnson, first elected in 2005, has secured re-election for three consecutive nine-year terms. At the end of his upcoming
tenure, he will have served for a staggering 27 years.

Another former warlord, Thomas Yaya Nimely, who led the now-defunct rebel group, the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL), was also elected to the legislature. Like Senator Johnson, Nimely is
listed by the TRC.

Other controversial figures include Nathaniel McGill, former Minister of State for Presidential Affairs and Chief of Staff for President George Weah, who was elected as Senator of Margibi County, and Bill
Tweahway, former Managing Director of the National Port Authority (NPA), who was elected as Senator of Rivercess County. Both McGill and Tweahway have been sanctioned by the United States Treasury
Department under the Global Magnitsky Act for alleged public corruption in Liberia.

‘Fight for Justice continues despite setback’

CEWAECCL expressed its disappointment in some Liberian voters who elected these individuals to public offices. The coalition described this situation as a continuing obstacle faced by previous legislatures
that have undermined the pursuit of justice, accountability, and the establishment of a war and economic crimes court in Liberia.

CEWAECCL said it represents the embodiment of the “April 2023 National Convening of Justice Campaigners, Civil Society Organizations, War Victims, and the Human Rights Community” Resolution, which
outlines the “Path to Achieving Accountability for Past Crimes in Liberia.”

This resolution was presented to the U.S. Ambassador for Global Criminal Justice (War Crimes) in Washington, D.C., and senior members of U.S. Congressional Staffs in Washington, D.C. It was also endorsed
by the U.S.-based Liberian Diaspora group, the “Coalition for Justice in Liberia” (CJL), which further galvanized support for the pursuit of justice in Liberia.

CEWAECCL noted that the election of these individuals runs counter to the July 2018 United Nations Human Rights Committee Concluding Observations, which called on Liberia to ensure the implementation
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). The UN Committee expressed regret that very few steps had been taken to implement the bulk of the recommendations issued by the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission in 2009.

The committee also emphasized the need for Liberia to establish a process of accountability for past gross human rights violations and war crimes that aligns with international standards. It urged that all
alleged perpetrators of gross human rights violations and war crimes be impartially prosecuted and, if found guilty, convicted and punished in accordance with the gravity of the acts committed, regardless of
their status or any domestic legislation on immunities. The committee also called for the removal of individuals proven to have been involved in gross human rights violations and war crimes from official
positions.

Despite this setback, CEWAECCL said it remains determined to pursue justice and accountability for war victims, survivors, including women and youth who endured heinous crimes committed by warlords
and fighting groups in Liberia.

The coalition called on the Liberian government, regional bodies, human rights organizations, and the international community to strengthen democracy and the rule of law while advancing the cause of
accountability for past crimes and the promotion of justice in Liberia.
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Uganda

Ugandan military strikes ADF rebel camp inside DRC (Mehr News Agency) October 22, 2023

The attack was devastating because it was a clear target, and the reconnaissance plane was monitoring from the air.

The attack was devastating because it was a clear target, and the reconnaissance plane was monitoring from the air, Xinhua reported citing Museveni's statement on X, a social media platform previously known
as Twitter.

This air raid occurred less than a week after ADF rebels attacked a safari vehicle, resulting in the deaths of two tourists and their guide in a national park area in western Uganda.

A week earlier, ADF also attacked a cargo truck transporting onions, killing one civilian and set ablaze the vehicle.

The group of five people responsible for burning the lorry, the tourist van, and killing the two tourists with their driver is being pursued, Museveni said.

In a previous statement, Museveni had warned that ADF rebels might attempt to infiltrate the border to enter Uganda due to the mounting pressure they were facing from the joint forces of Ugandan and DRC
soldiers.

Ugandan troops, in collaboration with their DRC counterparts, have been jointly combating the rebel group since 2022.

Uganda: Bobi Wine Highlights; Horrific Crimes Committed By NRM As He Likens Museveni to Amin (All Africa) By Muhamadi Matovu
October 29, 2023

The leader of the National Unity Platform (NUP), Robert Kyagulanyi, also known as Bobi Wine, has criticised the actions and crimes committed during
President Museveni's government equating him to the notorious dictator, Idi Amin.

The leader of the National Unity Platform (NUP), Robert Kyagulanyi, also known as Bobi Wine, has criticised the actions and crimes committed during President Museveni's government equating him to the
notorious dictator, Idi Amin.

Kyagulanyi accused Museveni of seizing power in an unconstitutional manner through a war that resulted in the deaths of numerous Ugandans.

Recently, President Museveni rejected a request from Kaps Fungaroo, the former Obongi West MP, to establish an institute in memory of former President Idi Amin Dada.

Fungaroo had written to the Minister of Education and First Lady, Janet Kataha Museveni, asking for the ministry's consideration in licensing the institution.

However, President Museveni urged his wife, the minister, to prevent its implementation.

He also highlighted the numerous atrocities committed by Amin, such as the killings of Acholi and Lango soldiers in Mbarara, prisoners in Mutukula prison, as well as Ben Kiwanuka and Basil Bataringaya.

Kyagulanyi questioned President Museveni's credibility in condemning violent and illegal power grabs when he himself has engaged in similar actions.

"What more? What atrocities or crimes did Idi Amin commit that Museveni hasn't committed with even more callousness and impunity?"he queried.

In a statement, Kyagulanyi argued that since then, Museveni had organized sham elections to maintain his hold on power, rendering his regime illegal, illegitimate, and unconstitutional.

He cited various instances of mass killings that have occurred during Museveni's tenure the 1989 Mukura massacre, where 69 people were suffocated by NRA soldiers in a train wagon, the 2016 massacre in
Kasese, where over 150 citizens, including women and children, were brutally murdered, as well as the November 2020 massacre in Kampala and other parts of Uganda, where unarmed citizens were shot dead.

He also mentioned the ongoing killings in Northern Uganda and Karamoja.

Enforced disappearances were another grave concern raised by Kyagulanyi.

He criticised Museveni for condemning Amin and past regimes for their actions such as panda-gari (abductions), but claimed that Museveni's regime has continued this practice using mini-vans to abduct
citizens on a daily basis.

"His regime is as illegal, as illegitimate and as unconstitutional! Of all people he should be the last to condemn violent, illegal power grabs,"said Kyagulanyi.

He alleged that innocent people have been held captive for years without any resolution or justice.

Kyagulanyi accused Museveni of destroying state institutions and disregarding the rule of law.

He claimed that Museveni has appointed loyal judges to the judiciary, raided courts that do not align with his wishes, and reduced Parliament to a mere puppet under his control.

Kyagulanyi argued that Museveni has undermined various institutions including universities, the military, police, and government agencies.

The NUP leader accused Museveni of sabotaging the Ugandan economy for the benefit of his family and close associates.

He alleged that natural resources and lucrative economic interests have been monopolized by Museveni's inner circle, while the majority of the population lives in poverty.

Kyagulanyi highlighted how public assets have been plundered through privatization, leading to the collapse of many local businesses.

He also criticised the current government for burdening ordinary citizens with heavy taxes while granting tax holidays and waivers to Museveni's "cronies and foreign interests."

Nepotism, sectarianism, and abuse of power were the other issues raised by Bobi Wine.

He drew attention to the nepotism within Museveni's government , evident in Museveni addressing his letter to his wife who also serves as the Minister of Education.

Bobi Wine expressed his disbelief that Museveni saw nothing wrong with such practices.

Kyagulanyi stated that Museveni ruled Uganda as if he were just a transient foreigner, dismissing Museveni's claims of upholding democracy and constitutionalism and labeling him as a dictator whose legacy
would be remembered as a scam.
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He called for an inquiry into Museveni's own atrocities, believing that it would surpass any previous investigations.

He urged Museveni to reflect on public sentiment and the polls that consistently favored Idi Amin over him.

Kyagulanyi pointed out that, despite Amin's flaws, the present government has committed even worse acts.

He warned Museveni that his future actions will determine how he is remembered in the years to come, offering him a chance to redeem himself and change course.
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DPP Considers Crime Against Humanity In The Case Of Enforced Disappearance Of 2 Indians And Kenyan (Capital News) By Bruhan Makong 
October 18, 2023

DPP Considers Crime Against Humanity In The Case Of Enforced Disappearance Of 2 Indians And Kenyan (Capital News)

The probe into the enforced disappearance of two Indians and their Kenyan driver has taken a new twist after the Director of Public Prosecution
(DPP) Renson Ingonga revealed that his office is looking into whether the case meets the threshold of murder and torture as a Crime against
Humanity under the International Crimes Act No. 16 of 2008.

While issuing an update on the case, Ingonga said that preliminary investigations have shown the complex nature of the matter and has directed the Inspector-General of police Japhet Koome on the scope,
investigations should take.

The DPP highlighted that Kenya is a signatory to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which defines enforced disappearance under Article 2 and
enumerates the fundamental, non-derogable rights of victims of this heinous crime under Article 24.

“The DPP is dedicated and committed to the basic principle that victims and their families have a right to know the truth regarding the circumstances of the enforced disappearance, the progress and results of
the investigation and the fate of the disappeared person, and further recognizes the national and international resolve to end extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances in Kenya or elsewhere,” he said.

The DPP reiterated his commitment to continue the coordination, cooperation and collaboration with the National Police Service (NPS) into the foreseeable future to enhance accountability and efficiency in the
prosecution of similar cases within the criminal justice system.

Ingonga further expressed his resolve to upholding the rule of law and respect for Human rights in the country.

“All persons found culpable and others who may still be at large, shall be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law,” he said.

The DPP’s statement follows developments in the case of the enforced disappearance of Nicodemus Mwania Mwange, a Kenyan national, and two Indians, Mohamed Zaid Sami and Zulfiqar Ahmed Khan, which
came up for mention on Tuesday before the Kahawa Law Courts Principal Magistrate, Gideon Kiage.

The case relates to allegations that police officers who were serving in the disbanded Special Services Unit (SSU) together with other security agencies committed various offences including; planning and
execution of the enforced disappearance and forceful abduction of the three.

Consequently, the Internal Affairs Unit (IAU) conducted a comprehensive investigation into the matter and forwarded the inquiry file for perusal and directions.

On October 16, 2023, the DPP, upon thorough evaluation of the facts and evidence contained in the inquiry file, and taking into account the relevant laws and the decision to charge guidelines 2019, was
satisfied that prima facie, the accused persons are culpable, and directed that the accused persons be charged accordingly.

The 15 accused persons, which include 13 DCI officers from the disbanded Special Services Unit (SSU), one (1) officer from the National Intelligence Service and one (1) Warden from the Kenya Wildlife Service
are facing the charges on the abduction with intent to murder contrary to Section 258 of the Penal Code Chapter 63, Laws for Kenya.

They are also accused of conspiracy to commit a felony contrary to Section 393 of the Penal Code, Chapter 63, Laws of Kenya.

Amnesty International Criticises Govt for Arresting Kenyans Discussing Israel-Palestine War (Kenyans) By Derrick Okubasu 
October 25, 2023

Amnesty International, a global human rights organisation, has criticised President William Ruto's government for engineering the arrest of three
individuals accused of discussing the Israel-Palestine war.

Amnesty International, a global human rights organisation, has criticised President William Ruto's government for engineering the arrest of three individuals accused of discussing the Israel-Palestine war.

In a statement released on Wednesday morning, the Irungu Houghton-led organisation argued that the arrest amounted to an unlawful attack on the right to protest.

The organisation argued that all Kenyans must be allowed to express their opinions, including their views on the ongoing dispute between Israel, Gaza, and other Palestinian territories, regardless of the
government's position.

"We retaliate that the government has a duty to respect the right of every person to assemble and demonstrate in support of or against any cause peaceably, as protected in Article 37 of the constitution," read
the statement in part.

"We call upon authorities to avoid broad vilification of protests and assemblies. The Kenyan government must distinguish itself from other jurisdictions where preemptive bans on protests in support of
Palestine have been banned. Government agencies ought to promote the spirit of the Bill of Rights and not be an impediment to the realisation of those rights."

In his personal capacity, Houghton, Amnesty Kenya's executive director, urged the police to exercise restraint in performing their duties by upholding the rule of law and avoiding political interference in their
duties.

"Police have a duty to facilitate and protect the right to protest and refrain from suppressing dissent and subjecting criminal sanctions to those participating in protests," he stated.

On Sunday, the police arrested Imaduddin Ahmed, Muhammad Musa, and Ubax Abdi at a gathering where the Gaza war featured as a topic. The three were taken to Muthangari Police Station.

At the beginning of October, the Kenyan Government stood with Israel in the ongoing conflict when Ruto released a statement criticising the war.

"Kenya joins the rest of the world in solidarity with the State of Israel and unequivocally condemn terrorism and attacks on innocent civilians in the country," the Head of State announced on October 8.

Meanwhile, residents of Mombasa staged a protest, attended by Nyali MP Mohammed Ali, expressing their support for the Palestine wing.

Amnesty International's US division, on Monday, indicated that it had gathered new evidence of unlawful Israeli attacks that caused mass civilian casualties and must be investigated as war crimes.

"Israeli forces have shown a shocking disregard for civilian lives, pulverizing buildings and destroying essential infrastructure," read the statement in part.

Over 4,600 lives have been lost since the war broke out at the beginning of October.
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Genocide in Rwanda: new dismissal of the role of the French army (Africa News) October 19, 2023

The Parisian investigating judges responsible for investigations into the inaction accused of the French army during the Bisesero massacres in
Rwanda in 1994 have issued a new order of general dismissal, an expected decision after an initial decision to abandon the prosecutions in 2022.

In this case, the associations Survie, Ibuka, FIDH, and six survivors of Bisesero , civil parties, accused the French military-humanitarian mission Turquoise and France of "complicity in genocide".

They accused him of having knowingly abandoned the Tutsi civilians taking refuge in the hills of Bisesero, in western Rwanda, for three days, allowing the massacre of hundreds of them to take place by the
genocidaires, from June 27 to 30, 1994.

According to an order issued on Tuesday and consulted on Wednesday by AFP, two investigating magistrates from the crimes against humanity unit of the Paris judicial court concluded that the prosecution of
the five soldiers targeted in the procedure but who were never been indicted.

"During the events of Bisesero, the French military forces deployed in Rwanda (...) did not become complicit by abstention in the crime of genocide and crimes against humanity committed against Tutsi
civilians", conclude the judges of instruction.

Historical controversy The civil parties appealed this dismissal order. This file reflects the historical controversy over the objectives of this mission deployed in Rwanda under a UN mandate to stop the genocide
of the Tutsi.

Civil parties have been demanding for years a trial not only against the military, but also against members of the entourage of former President François Mitterrand, in power during the genocide, and never
targeted by the investigation.

In September 2022, the two magistrates had already issued an order dismissing the case, ensuring that their investigation, formally closed in July 2018, had not established the direct participation of French
military forces in these abuses, nor their complicity through aid or assistance to genocidaires, or even by abstention.

The civil parties immediately appealed this decision, ensuring in form that the judges had made a procedural error and, in substance, that they had not taken sufficient account of the summary, published at the
end of April 2021, of the report of the so-called Duclert Commission. In this report, historians pointed out France's "profound failure" during these massacres.

The Paris Court of Appeal ruled in their favor on the procedural grounds on June 21 and returned the case to the investigating magistrates. The civil parties hoped that they would continue their investigations
and had requested the hearing of the historian Vincent Duclert.

Duclert Report But the judges rejected their requests on Tuesday, stressing that "the documents cited in reference by the authors of the report (Duclert) in support of their findings, in their vast majority,
already appear in the proceedings or are found, in the documents of the 'judicial information, equivalents or resonance' .

"At the end of all these years of investigations, which have ended today, a second time, in a dismissal of the case, it has been established that no criminal responsibility of the French army and its soldiers can be
sought ", underlined Me Emmanuel Bidanda, lawyer for Jacques Rosier, head of special operations present in Bisesero, and Me Pierre-Olivier Lambert, counsel for General Jean-Claude Lafourcade, the head of
Turquoise.

According to them, "the relentlessness of certain associations of plaintiffs has become absurd: it amounts to exploiting the victims of the genocide in an attempt to demonstrate a responsibility of the French
army in which no one believes anymore. "

For Me Eric Plouvier, representing the Survie association, on the other hand, "the judges persist in their denial and their refusal to draw conclusions from the Duclert report pointing out the institutional
failures around the President of the Republic François Mitterrand".

“The investigations would have made it possible to know what impact these dysfunctions had on the abandonment and death of hundreds of Tutsi in Bisesero,” he added.

According to the UN, massacres throughout Rwanda left more than 800,000 dead in Rwanda between April and July 1994, mainly among the Tutsi minority.
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One injured as clashes between armed groups in Eastern DRC spill over to Rwanda (KT Press) By Edmund Kagire
October 24, 2023

One person in Rwanda was injured by a stray bullet from DRC as skirmishes between armed groups inside the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
spilled over the Rwandan frontier, in the border district of Rubavu, on Monday.

A statement issued by the Office of the Government Spokesperson, Yolande Makolo, said the incident happened on Monday, October 23, around 12h30, in Rubavu Sector in Rwanda’s Western Province.

“A civilian was injured by a stray bullet originating from clashes among the coalition of Kinshasa-backed illegal armed groups in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), close to the Rwandan border.
The injured man is receiving treatment at the Cyanzarwe Health Centre in Rubavu,” the statement reads in part.

“Rwanda is deeply concerned by the ongoing support and collaboration of the Government of the DRC with FDLR, other illegal armed groups and foreign mercenaries, which is escalating provocative actions
along the Rwandan border, in violation of the Luanda and Nairobi processes,” it added.

The statement further added that Rwanda will maintain defensive and preventive mechanisms to guard against violations of our airspace and borders, and counter any spill-over into Rwanda from any armed
group, in order to ensure the security and safety of Rwandan citizens and residents.

Speaking earlier on Monday at the opening of the Preparatory Conference for the 2023 Peacekeeping Ministerial on Protection of Civilians and Strategic Communications, the Minister of Defence, Juvenal
Marizamunda said that the presence of FDLR and other armed groups which propagate the the genocidal and hate ideology continues to undermine regional security.

He pointed out that despite Rwanda raising the alarm over the years, little has been done to deal with the FDLR, which continues to pose a threat to Rwanda’s security.

“Their genocidal ideology is now directed against communist communities of Rwandan expression, with the support of the host government, in the presence of the international community,” the Defence
Minister said.

“Little is being done to stop disinformation and hate speech despite several warnings, including that of the Special Advisor of the Secretary General on Prevention of Genocide and the UN Human Rights
Commission. Disinformation, misinformation and hate speech exploit the advancement of technology to spread using social media, which is as useful to criminals as it is for peacekeepers,” he added.

Fighting between armed groups in Eastern DRC have escalated in recent days, with a coalition of FDLR, Nyatura, Mai Mai and other negative militias, grouped under the Wazalendo (Patriots) and backed by
government forces FARDC facing off with M23 rebels in North Kivu Province.

M23 said on Sunday it repulsed attacks in areas of Kitshanga and Kinyandoni, sending the militias in disarray, while several members as well as guns and ammunition were captured.

With the backing of President Felix Antoine Tshisekedi, members of the Wazalendo militia have been threatening to cross over to Rwanda but security along the border has kept them at bay. Rwanda maintains
that the presence of FDLR in DRC, which enjoys the backing of Kinshasa, is a major deterrent to regional security and stability.
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Somalia

UN envoy to Somalia warns of ‘heavy’ civilian toll (Arab News) October 20, 2023

The UN’s special envoy for Somalia on Thursday issued a stark warning to the Security Council about a sharp uptick in civilian casualties suffered last
year in the violence-wracked Horn of Africa country.

The UN’s special envoy for Somalia on Thursday issued a stark warning to the Security Council about a sharp uptick in civilian casualties suffered last year in the violence-wracked Horn of Africa country.

Catriona Laing, a British diplomat who took up the UN post earlier this year, said both the insurgency by jihadist Al-Shabab militants and clashes in the breakaway Somaliland region were to blame.

“Conflicts in Somalia continue to take a heavy toll on civilians. Last year, we saw the largest increase in civilian casualties since 2017,” Laing told the council. “Sadly, early data indicate a similar trend in 2023,
with 1,289 civilian casualties recorded so far.”

Al-Shabab has been waging a violent insurgency against the government of Somalia for more than 15 years.

Flushed out of major cities in 2011-2012, the organization is still present over vast rural areas, mainly in the center and south of the country. It stages attacks regularly against security forces, politicians and
civilians.

Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud took office in May last year vowing all-out war against the militants, who have also carried out deadly attacks in neighboring countries including Kenya.

Somaliland has meanwhile seen months of conflict between its troops and a clan militia challenging the authorities of the self-proclaimed republic, which declared independence from Somalia in 1991 but has
not been internationally recognized.

The African Union maintains a force in Somalia, and the United Nations has a mission there.

UN resolutions call for the AU force (ATMIS) to be reduced to zero by the end of next year, handing over security to the Somali army and police.

Before the Security Council, Laing called on all partners “to consider providing support to fill the funding gap for ATMIS to ensure the mission can deliver its mandate fully, and troops do not go unpaid.”

The US envoy attending the meeting, Robert Wood, said Washington “remains committed to supporting the efforts of Somalia and the AU to build up Somalia’s security sector capacity.”
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Ethiopia

Ethiopian soldiers, Fano battle claimed five civilians lives in Debre Markos (Borkena) October 21, 2023

In the latest series of conflicts between the Ethiopian Defense Force and Fano forces in Debre Markos, a major city in the Amhara region of Ethiopia,
civilian casualties have been reported.

In the latest series of conflicts between the Ethiopian Defense Force and Fano forces in Debre Markos, a major city in the Amhara region of Ethiopia, civilian casualties have been reported.

As per a report by BBC Amharic service, which interviewed local residents, the fighting commenced around 9:30 a.m. and continued throughout the day until evening. It originated near the Gutera locality and
eventually spread to other parts of the city. According to the residents who spoke with BBC Amharic, the sound of gunfire and heavy weaponry was heard from three different directions. These residents chose to
remain anonymous out of fear of potential government reprisals.

Gunfire ceased around 7:30 p.m. after Fano forces retreated from the city, allowing the Ethiopian Defense Forces to enter. Residents claimed that government forces deployed heavy weaponry, including
mortars and ZU-23, primarily targeting residential areas.

Debre Markos has five exits, and heavy weaponry shelling occurred from three of these exits, causing the closure of local businesses during the conflict between the Fano Forces and the Defense Force.

At least five people are reported to have lost their lives, as stated by the BBC based on eyewitness accounts. However, it is plausible that the actual death toll is higher. Internet access in the region has been shut
down for several months, and journalists and human rights activists are still barred from entering the region due to a state of emergency imposed by the government in August.

Funerals for three of the victims took place in the city on Friday, while Ethiopian government authorities, at both regional and federal levels, have remained tight-lipped about casualties. BBC Amharic reported
reaching out to government authorities, including hospitals, but received no response.

Debre Markos has been a recurring battleground for Fano forces and Ethiopian government soldiers, with allegations of crimes against humanity emerging since the conflict began in April. The United Nations
expressed concerns about the risk of genocide in Ethiopia earlier this month, a statement rejected by the Ethiopian government.

While regional administrators claim to have restored stability in the area, credible local media reports indicate ongoing clashes between Fano forces and Ethiopian government soldiers in various parts of the
region, affecting both cities and rural areas. These confrontations continue to disrupt mobility, social activities, and economic life in the region.

Several local reports also confirm that the Ethiopian government is extensively using drone attacks but the victims are said to be mostly civilians.

UN rights experts call for continued monitoring of human rights violations in Ethiopia (Addis Standard) October 27, 2023

The International Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia (ICHREE) has called for the continuation of international monitoring of the human
rights situation in the country. This comes after the commission presented its final report to the UN General Assembly on Wednesday. The report
outlined widespread evidence of crimes against humanity and war crimes committed during the two-year brutal war in Tigray, Amhara and Afar
regions.

During their address to the UN General Assembly, the commissioners provided detailed accounts of the atrocities committed during the conflict, some of which are still ongoing despite a ceasefire agreement
signed in November last year. These violations included executions, torture, sexual violence, and attacks on children, happening extensively in the affected areas.

In a statement released yesterday, Mohamed Chande Othman, the chairperson of the commission, stated, “We found evidence of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed on a staggering scale. In the
region of Tigray, we believe further investigation is necessary to definitively determine the occurrence of genocide against people in Tigray.”

The experts accused the Ethiopian government of “quasi-compliance” in establishing domestic processes that claim to ensure accountability but effectively evade international scrutiny. They stressed that this
approach undermines victims’ rights to truth and justice and poses a significant threat to the global human rights system. Commissioner Steven Ratner emphasized the need to vigorously confront the use of
“quasi-compliance” whenever it arises, calling it unconscionable and an affront to victims.

The commission expressed regret over the UN Human Rights Council’s recent decision not to renew its mandate before completing its work, stating that it abandoned numerous distressed victims who felt
abandoned by the international community. The experts emphasized the urgent requirement for comprehensive medical, psychosocial, and reparative services to address the deep traumas inflicted by years of
conflict.

As national reconciliation efforts falter amidst mistrust between parties, the commission underscored the importance of steadfast international engagement, pressure, and support through various multilateral
channels. This is crucial to ensure justice, prevent further violations by any party, provide redress for victims, and establish lasting peace.

In his concluding remarks, Commission Chair Othman solemnly urged, “The international community cannot ignore this crisis until justice is fully delivered and the promise of reform is achieved. We owe that
much to the countless victims who have endured such profound tragedy and loss.”

Rights groups have criticized the premature end of the commission’s contentious two-year mandate, given the uncertain trajectory of Ethiopia. Calls persist for the UN to establish an official investigative and
monitoring mission going forward.

Ethiopia: Meta’s failures contributed to abuses against Tigrayan community during conflict in northern Ethiopia (Amnesty International) October 31, 2023

Meta, the parent company of Facebook, contributed to serious human rights abuses against Ethiopia’s Tigrayan community, Amnesty International
said in a new report published today.

A death sentence for my father: Meta’s contribution to human rights abuses in northern Ethiopia, shows how Meta has once again failed to adequately curb the spread of content advocating hatred and violence,
this time targeting Tigrayans during the November 2020 to November 2022 armed conflict in northern Ethiopia.

Amnesty International has previously highlighted Meta’s contribution to human rights violations against the Rohingya in Myanmar and warned against the recurrence of these harms if Meta’s business model
and content-shaping algorithms were not fundamentally reformed.

“Three years after its staggering failures in Myanmar, Meta has once again – through its content-shaping algorithms and data-hungry business model – contributed to serious human rights abuses. Even before
the outbreak of the conflict in northern Ethiopia, civil society organizations and human rights experts repeatedly warned that Meta risked contributing to violence in the country, and pleaded with the company
to take meaningful action,” said Agnès Callamard, Amnesty International’s Secretary General.

“However, Meta ignored these warnings and did not take appropriate mitigation measures, even after the conflict had broken out. As a result, Meta has again contributed to serious human rights abuses, this
time perpetrated against the Tigrayan community.”

The Facebook platform is a major source of information for many Ethiopians and is considered a trustworthy news source. Facebook’s algorithms fueled devastating human rights impacts by amplifying
harmful content targeting the Tigrayan community across Facebook during the armed conflict.

Meta’s contribution to human rights abuses Amnesty International’s research established that Facebook’s algorithmic systems supercharged the spread of harmful rhetoric targeting the Tigrayan community,
while the platform’s content moderation systems failed to detect and respond appropriately to such content.

These failures ultimately contributed to the killing of Tigrayan university chemistry Professor Meareg Amare. Amare was killed by a group of men after posts targeting him were posted on Facebook on 3
November 2021.

The Facebook posts contained his name, photo, place of work, house address and claimed that he was a supporter of the Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), accusing him of stealing large sums of
money. These allegations were denied by his family.

His son Abrham Meareg believes that these hostile Facebook posts contributed to his father’s death.

“I knew it would be a death sentence for my father,” Abrham Meareg told Amnesty International.

At the time, the armed conflict in northern Ethiopia involving the TPLF, Ethiopian Federal Forces, and other armed groups was raging.

Internal Meta documents reviewed by Amnesty International show that Meta knew of the inadequacies of its mitigation measures in Ethiopia and the risks this presented in a country that the company itself
considered to be at a high risk of violence. An internal Meta document from 2020 warned that “current mitigation strategies are not enough” to stop the spread of harmful content on the Facebook platform in
Ethiopia.

Alongside amplifying harmful content, Meta’s poor response time and refusal to take down reported content caused multiple people interviewed by Amnesty International to feel that there was no point in
reporting content to the company.

Meta received multiple warnings both before and during the conflict from civil society organizations, human rights experts and its own Facebook Oversight Board, which recommended Meta undertake an
independent human rights impact assessment on Ethiopia in 2021.

“The mass dissemination of these posts incited violence and discrimination targeting the Tigrayan community, pouring fuel on what was already an inflamed situation with significant ethnic tensions,” said
Agnès Callamard.

*Gelila, a member of Ethiopian civil society, was part of Meta’s ‘Trusted Partner’ program – an initiative that aims to provide selected civil society groups with a designated channel to alert Meta of any harmful
content – said Facebook’s failure to act on alerts made the human rights situation in the country worse.

“As someone who has been in Ethiopia for a long time, I can say that Facebook is making communities more vulnerable to conflict with each other,” said Gelila.

“They are extremely slow in reacting to things. They are not sensitive to what is said – I think they have standards which are very far from what is happening on the ground.”

Meta should take urgent measures to adequately mitigate the risks posed by the Facebook platform in Ethiopia, which is facing another security crisis in the Amhara region.

This is essential, given that UN-appointed investigators have warned about potential future atrocity crimes, a concern later echoed by the UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, who warned of a
heightened risk of genocide and related atrocity crimes in Tigray, Amhara, Afar and Oromia regions.

A recurrent failure to respect human rights Meta’s content-shaping algorithms are designed to maximize user engagement for the purpose of serving targeted ads, with the result that they boost inflammatory,
harmful, and divisive content, which tends to attract the most attention from users.

In 2018, Meta pivoted the Facebook news feed algorithm around a new metric called “MSI” or “Meaningful Social Interactions”, in a supposed attempt to “fix Facebook”.

However, Amnesty International’s analysis of evidence from the Facebook Papers – the internal Meta documents disclosed by whistleblower Frances Haugen in 2021 – show that this shift did not “fix” the
problems associated with Facebook’s algorithms; instead, the algorithms remained hard-wired for maximum engagement, therefore disproportionately favouring inflammatory content, including advocacy of
hatred.

In a document from the Facebook Papers from 2021, there is evidence suggesting that Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg personally intervened to stop mitigation measures being applied in high-risk countries like
Ethiopia, because the measures may have interfered with the MSI metric.

As the fundamentals of Meta’s engagement-centric business model have not changed, the company continues to present a significant and ongoing danger to human rights, particularly in conflict-affected
settings.

Making it right – Meta’s responsibility to provide remedy Meta has a responsibility to provide remedy for the human rights abuses it has contributed to in Ethiopia.

Urgent, wide-ranging reforms are needed to ensure that Meta does not contribute again to these harms in Ethiopia or in yet another country.

This includes deploying ‘break the glass’ measures – the steps which Meta can take in crisis contexts to reduce the power of algorithmic amplification – in high-risk situations as soon as they arise and ensuring
equality and consistency between jurisdictions in terms of the resourcing of content moderation, policy and human rights teams globally.

States must fulfil their obligation to protect human rights by introducing and enforcing legislation to effectively rein in Big Tech’s business model. This includes prohibiting targeted advertising on the basis of
invasive tracking practices.

Equally, Big Tech companies also have a responsibility to respect human rights independent of states’ obligations and where they fail to do so, they must be held accountable for the violations they have caused
or contributed to. Meta disputed the findings. Their response is reflected in the report.
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The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, War Crimes Chamber

Bosnia Exhumes Five War Victims' Remains Near Visegrad (Balkan Insight) October 23, 2023

The Bosnian state prosecution said in statement that an exhumation is continuing on Monday at a grave site in Okolista, a village by the Drina river
near the city of Visegrad in eastern Bosnia, after the remains of at least five war victims were found there.

A forensic pathologist, a representative of the Bosnian Institute for Missing Persons and officers from the State Investigation and Protection Agency are at the scene of the exhumation, and the location is being
secured by police officers from Visegrad.

After the exhumation, the remains will be transferred to the Miljevici City Cemetery in East Sarajevo for forensic processing and identification through DNA analysis.

Emza Fazlic, spokesperson for the Bosnian Institute for Missing Persons, said the DNA analysis will determine the ethnicity of the victims.

"What can be said for sure is that these are victims who disappeared in that area in 1992," said Fazlic.

"Some clothes were also found with the victims, and according to the pathologist at the exhumation site, they are the remains of women," she added.

The Visegrad municipality lies in Bosnia's Republika Srpska entity. Many war crimes were committed in the area in 1992, including killings and the widespread ethnic cleansing of Bosniaks.
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Domestic Prosecutions In The Former Yugoslavia

Kosovo's 'Commander Wolf' Was 'Simple Soldier, Not Commander': Witness (Balkan Insight) October 25, 2023

Former Kosovo Liberation Army, KLA fighter Mark Shala told the war crimes trial of Pjeter Shala at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers in The Hague this
week that the defendant was not a commanding officer at a detention centre in Kukes, Albania, where the prosecution alleges his crimes were
committed, but was just an ordinary soldier.

"I am not aware that he had another role in Kukes, another position or a commanding role or a brigade commander as written in this authorisation," Shala told the court on Monday, referring to a document
dated March 20, 1999, which claimed that Pjeter Shala was appointed commander of the 128th Brigade of Pashtriku.

"He was a simple soldier," insisted Shala, who testified from Monday to Wednesday.

He said that he did not think the document is valid because he believes there is a difference between "authorising", as written in the document, and "appointing" in military language.

Pjeter Shala is accused of direct involvement in the arbitrary detention, cruel treatment, torture and murder of 18 prisoners held at the Kukes Metal Factory in Kukes in Albania, which the prosecution claims
was used by the KLA as a detention centre, between approximately May 17, 1999 and June 5, 1999.

The victims, mostly Kosovo Albanians but also some Roma people, were allegedly detained for collaborating with Serbia or opposing the KLA.

The indictment names two other KLA ex-fighters, Sabit Geci and Xhemshit Krasniqi, as members of a "joint criminal enterprise" along with Shala, although neither has yet been charged.

The prosecution claims that Shala and the other men killed one of the detainees on or around June 4 or 5, 1999.

On Wednesday, judge Gilbert Bitti claimed there was a difference between witness Shala's testimony to prosecutors in 2019 and what he said in court.

The witness said in court on Tuesday that Pjeter Shala was in a unit commanded by Ruzhdi Seramati that fought in the Pashtrik Battle, also known as Operation Shigjeta ('Arrow'), between the KLA and Serbian
forces in late May 1999.

According to judge Bitti, the witness claimed in 2019 that Shala did not have a role in the battle.

Shala responded that this was a misunderstanding because in Albanian, having a role "is understood as having a [commanding] position. If he was a member of the KLA but did not have a commanding role
then he probably had the role of a soldier."

The verdict is expected to be given on November 20, 2023. The judges also decided on Wednesday that the sentence will also be handed down on the same day if the accused is found guilty of one or more of the
crimes.

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers were set up to try former KLA fighters for wartime and post-war crimes from 1998 to 2000, including murder, torture and illegal detentions.

The so-called 'Special Court' is highly unpopular in Kosovo, where it is seen as unfairly targeting Kosovo Albanian freedom fighters rather than the Serbian perpetrators of the majority of the war crimes that
were committed in 1998-99.
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Turkey's Recent Offensive Threatens the Women's Revolution in Rojava (Women's Media Center) By Kongra Star
October 20, 2023

Since the beginning of October, Turkey has assailed the autonomous-administrated areas of North and East Syria with drones, fighter jets, and
artillery, citing a suicide bomb attack—carried out by a pair of militants from the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) next to the parliament building in
Ankara—as justification. Amid the assault, Rojava, the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (AANES), and the Kurdish, Arab,
Armenian, Circassian, Turkmen, and Assyrian populations living in the region are all in the line of fire. Not only does Turkey's recent offensive
endanger civilians and critical infrastructure and facilities, but it also threatens the achievements—and very survival—of the women's revolution that
has been taking place there for over a decade.

But apart from a civil society in solidarity, there has hardly been any public outcry. The international community is looking away.

For these reasons, on behalf of the Kongra Star Women's Movement and seven other women's associations of different ethnic and religious groups living in North and East Syria, we sent an open letter on
October 10 to the United Nations Secretary General and other UN bodies, such as the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Security Council, calling on the UN to follow its
own charter, take a stand against Turkey's human rights and war crimes, and actively work to prevent them.

For us, it has always been shocking to see that war crimes are measured not by their essence but by political and strategic interests. War crimes against the people of Ukraine, and currently in Israel and
Palestine, are loudly denounced by the international public. And yet, Turkey's war crimes against the people of North and East Syria have not been named or condemned by any official body to date—including
the United Nations. It is precisely this silence, as well as the impunity of the illegitimate occupation policy, that has encouraged and enabled the Turkish state to continue its violent campaign.

Since October 4, not a day has gone by without drone strikes or heavy weapons fire by Turkey. Every day, people are killed or injured, and more vital utilities are destroyed. These include water supplies, health
facilities, energy supplies such as power plants and transformer stations, oil or gas facilities, food production such as farms and grain depots, as well as homes and workplaces, inhabited villages, cotton
plantations, brick and cement factories, and many others. All of these attacks violate international humanitarian law and can be classified as war crimes under the Geneva Conventions and the Rome Statute.

The Turkish state is deliberately attacking the AANES as a project of the Kurdish people in North and East Syria as part of its larger nationalist campaign to deny and destroy the identity of the Kurds,
perpetrating massacres against the Kurdish people not only in Turkey but also in regions populated by Kurds in neighboring countries, such as Iran, Iraq, and Syria.

The current attacks are part of this strategy of extermination, but above all they are an attack on the idea behind the establishment of the Autonomous Administration in North and East Syria. Inspired by the
analyses of Abdullah Öcalan, the idea that it is possible for a society to organize itself in a self-determined and confederal way beyond the state is being put into practice. Fundamental principles in it are
democracy, ecology, and the freedom of women.

On this basis, a model has been developed for a respectful, peaceful, and ethical coexistence of the most diverse ethnic and religious communities in the region, which, at the same time, guarantees the political
and social participation—and freedom—of women like no other.

Twenty years ago, we started to organize as Kurdish women in Rojava. Since the revolution in 2012, we have taken responsibility in building a democratic system based on women's freedom. This women's
revolution not only opened an alternative path for Kurdish women and Kurdish society but inspires women of all communities in the region. It gives hope and encourages all women fighting for freedom and
peace—against war, exploitation, and oppression in the Middle East.

In North and East Syria today, we have grown into a strong, multiethnic women's movement. We have built independent women's structures, councils, and associations, and we have achieved an awareness in
society in which a life women's freedom is inconceivable. We participate and struggle every day in all political bodies and social institutions to uphold and further improve these structures.

As women, we have participated in the fight against the Islamic State (IS) and made heavy sacrifices to protect our society and all the peoples living here, as well as defend our freedom against the terror group's
regressive, fundamentalist ideology.

We also understand the current declaration of war and attacks by the Turkish state as attacks against the strong women's movement in the region. They too arise from a fundamentalist and misogynist
worldview, represented by the country's political leadership.

In 2018, Turkey invaded and occupied the city of Afrin in violation of international law. For the people living there, human rights and war crimes have been part of everyday life. Reports of armed groups
pillaging, looting, torturing, and committing other acts of violence against civilians have been documented—along with credible reports of women being forcibly disappeared since the occupation.

Since 2020, Turkey has systematically used combat drones to assassinate women activists, politicians, and women leaders working for peace, women's freedom, self-determination, and the building of our
democratic society in North and East Syria.

More recently, a Turkish drone carried out the murders of Yusra Darwish, co-chair of the Qamishli canton's administrative council, her deputy Liman Shawish, and Women's Protection Units (YPJ) commander
Shervin Sardar, who made an important contribution in the fighting against IS.

With this open letter, we want to break the silence against these attacks. We have formulated concrete proposals and demands on how the UN can help prevent war crimes by Turkey. This includes the
establishment of a no-fly zone over northern and eastern Syria to prevent the bombing of civilian infrastructure as well as halt the ongoing drone war.

We have not yet received a response, but we women know the importance of the women's revolution in North and East Syria and its achievements, and we are determined to defend them, to demand our rights,
and to never give up.

Norway's foreign minister responds to Turkey's alleged war crimes in northern Syria (MedyaNews) October 23, 2023

Turkey's alleged systemic war crimes in North and East Syria have been brought to the fore in the Norwegian parliament. Red Party MP Seher Aydar
submitted a formal inquiry on 13 October to Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide, asking for Norway's position on Turkey's intensified military actions in
North and East Syria. The response of the foreign minister, dated 20 October, offers insight into the official Norwegian stance on the reported war
crimes committed in the embattled regions.

Aydar emphasised the severe repercussions of Turkey's military endeavours on the Kurdish populace and other minority groups inhabiting the areas under siege. She pointed out that the bombings have struck
civilian infrastructure, including schools, hospitals, hydropower plants, oil fields and electricity power plants, with calamitous results. Such actions, as noted by Aydar, starkly contravene the Geneva
Conventions, which unequivocally categorise attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure as war crimes. She sought elucidation on Norway's perspective on these alleged systemic war crimes and inquired
about the measures being initiated to halt attacks targeting civilians.

Responding to Aydar's grave concerns, Minister Eide expressed disquiet over the Turkish airstrikes in Syria, accentuating the regrettable loss of civilian lives and damage to civilian infrastructure. While
acknowledging Turkey's narrative, which linked these military actions to the security exigencies following the attack in Ankara on 1 October, responsibility for which was claimed by the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK), Eide stressed the expectation that Turkey would adhere to the stipulations set forth in international law and ensure the safety and protection of civilian lives and assets.

Israel pulls diplomats from Turkey to reassess ties as Erdogan blasts its 'war crimes' (The Times of Israel) By Lazar Berman
October 28, 2023

Israel on Saturday said it was pulling its diplomats out of Turkey to "reassess relations" as President Recep Tayyip Erdogan continued to lash the
Jewish state for its actions in the Gaza Strip.

"In light of the escalating rhetoric from Turkey, I have instructed the return of diplomatic representatives from Turkey in order to reassess Israel-Turkey relations," Foreign Minister Eli Cohen said in a
statement.

His announcement came as Erdogan told a mass pro-Palestinian rally in Istanbul on Saturday that his country was making preparations to proclaim Israel a "war criminal" for its actions in Gaza.

In his address to hundreds of thousands of people who joined the rally, Erdogan also held Western countries responsible for the deaths in Gaza for failing to stop Israeli attacks.

"Israel, we will proclaim you as a war criminal to the world," Erdogan said. "We are making our preparations, and we will declare Israel to the world as a war criminal."

Erdogan, whose government only recently restored full diplomatic ties with Israel, has massively stepped up his criticism of the country. Earlier this week, he asserted that the Hamas terror group was not a
terrorist organization but a liberation group of "mujahideen" fighting for its lands and people.

sraeli Energy Minister Israel Katz, who is set to take over as foreign minister next year, said Erdogan "exposed his true face" at the rally.

"The man of the Muslim Brotherhood supports Hamas-Daesh terror," Katz wrote on X. "Even his kaffiyeh will not cover up the shame."

Israeli Ambassador to the UN Gilad Erdan said: "A snake will remain a snake."

"[Erdogan] tried to improve his image, but remains an antisemite," Erdan was quoted as saying by Army Radio.

Participants at the rally waved Turkish and Palestinian flags, chanting "God is great." Yusuf Islam, the musician formerly known as Cat Stevens, took part in the rally.

At the rally, Erdogan called Western powers "the main culprit" behind the Israeli army's "massacre" of Palestinians in Gaza.

"Of course, every country has the right to defend itself. But where is the justice in this case?"

He accused Western powers of "shedding tears" over the death of civilians in Ukraine and turning a blind eye to the death of Palestinian civilians in Gaza.

"We are against all these double standards and all these hypocrisies," he said.

And he accused Israel's allies of creating a "crusade war atmosphere" pitting Christians against Muslims.

"Listen to our call for dialogue," Erdogan said. "No one loses from a just peace."

He took a more cautious line in the first days after Hamas terrorists staged a surprise attack on October 7 during which they murdered more than 1,400 people in southern Israel, the majority of them civilians,
and seized more than 230 hostages. But he has become much more vocal as the reported death toll from Israel's military response has grown.

The Hamas-controlled health ministry in Gaza said Saturday that Israel had killed 7,703 people — mainly civilians, with more than 3,500 of them children. The figures could not be independently verified and
did not provide figures on combatants killed. Israel says some 1,500 terrorists were killed in the October 7 attack.

On Wednesday Erdogan had said that Hamas was not a terrorist organization, but were "mujahideen" defending their homeland.

Israel "can view Hamas as a terrorist organization, along with the West," said Erdogan, speaking to a gathering of his AK Party faction in parliament. "The West owes you a lot. But Turkey does not owe you
anything."

"Hamas is not a terrorist organization, it is a group of mujahideen defending their lands," he said to a standing ovation. "Mujahideen" is an Arabic term for those engaged in jihad, or holy war.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Lior Haiat said afterward that "Israel wholeheartedly rejects the Turkish president's harsh words about the terrorist organization Hamas."

Haiat added that Hamas is a "despicable terrorist organization worse than ISIS," and that "even the Turkish president's attempt to defend the terrorist organization and his inciting words will not change the
horrors that the whole world has seen and the unequivocal fact: Hamas = ISIS."

Israel says it has been hitting terror targets in the Strip as part of its campaign against Hamas since October 7, when some 2,500 terrorists burst across the border into Israel, killing some 1,400 people and
seizing over 230 hostages under the cover of a deluge of thousands of rockets fired at Israeli towns and cities. The vast majority of those killed as gunmen seized border communities were civilians — men and
women, children and the elderly.

Erdogan has not officially condemned Hamas's slaughter of Israeli civilians.

Erdogan's speech in Ankara recalled comments he has made in recent years defending Hamas.

"Hamas is not a terrorist organization and Palestinians are not terrorists," he tweeted in 2018 as a "reminder" to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. "It is a resistance movement that defends the Palestinian
homeland against an occupying power."

Erdogan has not been shy about calling the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, terrorists, and ordering military operations against them. Earlier this month, Erdogan announced "intensified air operations"
against the PKK in the wake of an Ankara suicide bombing, pledging to "show the terrorists that we can destroy them anywhere and at any moment."

Netanyahu has also called the PKK a "terrorist organization."

Erdogan also told the AKP forum on Wednesday he is canceling plans to visit Israel because of its "inhumane" war.

"We had a project to go to Israel, but it was canceled, we will not go," Erdogan said.

Meanwhile, Turkey's Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, speaking in Qatar, accused Israel of "a crime against humanity" in its campaign in Gaza.

"Targeting our Palestinian brothers, including children, patients and the elderly, even in schools, hospitals and mosques, is a crime against humanity," he said, alongside Qatari FM Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani.

Erdogan has been critical of Israel since its campaign against Hamas began in the wake of the October 7 massacres.

Last week, Erdogan called for Israel to stop its military action.

"It is clear that security cannot be ensured by bombing hospitals, schools, mosques and churches," Erdogan said in a statement. "I reiterate our call on the Israeli government not to expand the scope of its
attacks against civilians and to immediately stop its operations that are bordering genocide."

Erdogan's defense of Hamas and accusations against Israel put heavy strain on efforts to warm ties over the past year and a half, after years of animosity.

Israel was a long-time regional ally of Turkey before Erdogan came to power, but ties imploded after a 2010 Israeli commando raid on the Gaza-bound Mavi Marmara ship, part of a blockade-busting flotilla,
that left dead 10 Turkish activists who attacked IDF soldiers aboard the ship.

Netanyahu and Erdogan repeatedly aimed brickbats at each other in the ensuing years, including mutual charges of genocide. In July 2014, Erdogan accused the Jewish state of "keeping Hitler's spirit alive"
during a war with Gaza.

Ties later saw a moderate improvement, but both countries withdrew their ambassadors in 2018 amid violence in Gaza and the Trump administration's relocation of its embassy to Jerusalem.

Facing hardening diplomatic isolation and economic woes, Erdogan began to publicly display an openness toward rapprochement in December 2020. In August of last year, Israel and Turkey announced a full
renewal of diplomatic ties.

In late September, Erdogan met with Netanyahu in New York for their first known sit-down and the two enthusiastically discussed avenues of cooperation. President Isaac Herzog was hosted by Erdogan last
March in Ankara — the first high-level Israeli visit since 2008 — and Foreign Minister Cohen met the Turkish leader in February. Then-prime minister Yair Lapid met with Erdogan in New York during last
year's General Assembly.

At the same time, Turkey maintains deep ties with Hamas. Erdogan has been in close contact with the Hamas leadership since the start of the war, and has allowed the terror group to operate from an office in
Istanbul for over a decade, insisting that it only hosts the group's political wing. However, in 2020, Israel provided Turkish intelligence with evidence that members of Hamas's military wing operate in the
office, under the supervision of Beirut-based Saleh al-Arouri.

From that office, Hamas terrorists have allegedly planned terror attacks against Israel and devised ways to transfer funds to the terror group's activists in the West Bank.

In an interview with Turkish TV last week, Qatar-based former Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal said he has "great respect for Turkey," adding that "Turkey should say 'stop'" to Israel, according to Al-Monitor.
The former leader has repeatedly met with Erdogan over the years, and in an address to members of Erdogan's party in 2014, he said he hoped to "liberate Palestine and Jerusalem" with them.

A recent poll showed that the majority of Turkish citizens want Erdogan to remain neutral or to mediate in the war.
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Kosovo Specialist Chambers

First defendant convicted of war crimes at Kosovo court appeals verdict (Courthouse News Service) By Molly Quell
October 26, 2023

Appeals court judges at a special tribunal heard arguments Thursday from a former Kosovo military officer who claims he was wrongly convicted of
war crimes.

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers found Salih Mustafa guilty of war crimes on Oct. 20 and sentenced him to 26 years in prison last year, but his lawyers say his conviction was based on faulty evidence.

[The trial chamber] "failed to apply fair and impartial standards when weighing the evidence of witnesses of the prosecution and the defense," Julius von Boné told the three-judge panel.

The 48-year-old Mustafa wore a dark suit to court and listened to the translation of the hearing, conducted mostly in English, through headphones.

In the late 1990s, Mustafa belonged to a military force called the Kosovo Liberation Army, made of ethnic Albanians like himself who were fighting for Kosovo's independence from Serbia. Mustafa commanded
a unit of fighters near Pristina, the capital.

The charges stemmed from the treatment of prisoners at the Zllash detention compound, which held mostly fellow Kosovar Albanians suspected of collaborating with Serbian forces. Those detained in the
compound's agricultural building were refused food and medical treatment, kept in filthy conditions, and beaten.

"You were just waiting for death, when it will come," one witness said during the trial. "Today, tomorrow, you were waiting for you to be killed." Most testified anonymously out of fear for their safety. Defense
lawyers focused on the detention compound itself, claiming prosecutors abruptly switched gears during the trial to say abuse of prisoners happened in multiple buildings rather than just one.

"It's a compound a group of buildings?" Judge Nicolas Guillou asked von Boné at one point during the hearing.

Mustafa denied his involvement in any of the crimes when the trial opened. "I am not guilty of any of the counts of this Gestapo office," he told the court in September 2021, speaking in his native Albanian.

The court is not an international tribunal but rather operates under Kosovo law, created by an amendment to the country's constitution following a 2011 report from human rights organization, the Council of
Europe, which claimed the KLA had engaged in widespread atrocities, including organ harvesting. The court has been moved to The Hague and employs international judges to minimize political interference.

The hearings will continue on Friday with lawyers from the prosecution and those representing victims presenting arguments.

Kosovo's 'Commander Cali' Insists on Innocence Despite Guilty Verdict (BalkanInsight) By Xhorxhina Bami
October 27, 2023

At the second day of appeals hearings at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers in The Hague on Friday, former Kosovo Liberation Army, KLA unit
commander Salih Mustafa accused the prosecution of twisting the evidence against him, and insisted he was innocent despite the verdict convicting
him of arbitrary detention, torture and murder during the Kosovo war in 1999.

"Practically and morally, I feel innocent even though judicially the court found me guilty, due to the fact that I am certain that I have not committed any of the crimes I've been accused of by the prosecution for
three years," Mustafa, who was known during wartime by the nom de guerre Commander Cali, told the court. Mustafa said that he is convinced that the prosecution is aware that he did not commit such crimes.

"I am certain that the prosecution, willingly, has turned all the arguments upside down without viewing them from the initial declarations of the prosecution witnesses up to the decision of the trial panel," he
said. Mustafa is calling on the court to acquit him, grant a retrial or reduce his 26-year sentence.

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers found Mustafa guilty in December 2022 of three war crimes charges including the arbitrary detention and torture of at least six detainees and the murder of one prisoner. He
had pleaded not guilty. In April 2023, the trial judges ordered Mustafa to pay compensation of 207,000 euros for the harm inflicted on the victims.

Victims' Counsel Anni Pues, who represents the victims in the case, told the court that Mustafa is guilty and that he "should have known better since he was the commander" of the KLA unit that ran the
detention compound in Zllash/Zlas where the crimes were committed.

The judges found that Mustafa personally participated in the torture of two detainees and that his failure to order the release of one wounded prisoner directly led to his death.

"Mustafa knew and certainly foresaw that leaving someone like that would lead to death," said Pues. The judge said during the trial that there were allegedly three main causes of the prisoner's the death: severe
mistreatment inflicted by Mustafa's subordinates for almost three weeks and subsequent denial of medical care, which were directly attributable to Mustafa, plus gunshot wounds.

The verdict said it wasn't clear whether the prisoner was shot by members of Mustafa's unit or Serbian troops.

"If heavily injured persons are being left like that and then maybe these persons are murdered by Serbian bullets, this in itself does not constitute a new event that can break the causation chain and cannot
dilute the criminal attribution to Mr. Mustafa," she added.

The prosecution told Friday's hearing that the 26-year sentence should remain even if the appeals panel overturns parts of the conviction, because the trial panel rightfully confirmed that Mustafa is responsible
for knowingly causing injuries that could lead to death.

"The sentence with 26 years imprisonment is appropriate and proportional," prosecutor Claire Lawson told the court.

The court said it will hand down the verdict "in due course".

The Specialist Chambers are part of Kosovo's judicial system but are located in the Netherlands and staffed by internationals, established under pressure from the country's Western allies, who believe Kosovo's
own justice system is not robust enough to try KLA cases and protect witnesses from intimidation.

However, many Kosovo Albanians believe that the court is ethnically biased and denigrates the KLA's just war against Serbian repression.

[back to contents]

Russia

Commission of Inquiry finds further evidence of war crimes in Ukraine (United Nations News) October 20, 2023

A new UN report has found continued evidence of war crimes and human rights violations committed by Russian authorities in Ukraine, including
torture, rape and the deportation of children.

The report by the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, published on Friday, follows a study issued in March.

It documents additional indiscriminate attacks with explosive weapons, resulting in deaths, injuries and the destruction and damage of civilian objects.

For example, 24 people, mostly women and children, were killed in an attack on a multistorey block of residential apartments in Uman, a city in the Cherkasy region, in April, and part of the building became
uninhabitable. Commissioners spoke with residents during their recent visit to the country.

New evidence, same torture pattern

Their investigations also confirmed previous findings that Russian authorities used torture in a widespread and systematic way in various types of detention facilities.

New evidence collected in the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions found Russian authorities used the same pattern of torture in areas under their control, mainly against men suspected of passing information to
the Ukrainian authorities or supporting the Ukrainian armed forces.

The commissioners said their interviews with victims and witnesses revealed "a profound disregard towards human dignity by Russian authorities". Witnesses reported situations in which torture had been
committed so brutally that the victim died.

Lasting traumatic impacts

Recent investigations in the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions showed that rape and other sexual violence were often committed together with additional acts of violence, including severe beatings, strangling,
suffocating, slashing, shooting next to the head of the victim, and wilful killing.

In one instance, a 75-year-old woman who stayed alone to protect her property, was raped and tortured by a Russian soldier who hit her on the face, chest, and ribs, and strangled her, while interrogating her.

The soldier ordered the woman to undress and when she refused, he ripped off her clothes, cut her abdomen with a small sharp object and raped her several times. The woman also suffered several broken ribs
and teeth.

Such traumatic experiences have severe and long-term consequences for the physical and mental health of the victims, the report said.

Unlawful child deportations

The Commissioners investigated further accounts of Ukrainian children being transferred to Russia or to Russian-occupied areas in Ukraine. They concluded that the transfer of 31 children to Russia in May
2022 was an unlawful deportation, thus a war crime.

Their report also contains three cases where investigations showed that Ukrainian authorities committed violations of human rights against persons accused of collaboration with Russia.

They underlined the importance of accountability "with full respect and care for the rights of the victims."

The UN Human Rights Council established the Independent Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine in March 2022, shortly after the start of the full-scale Russian invasion. The mandate was extended in April for
an additional year.

The three Commissioners are not UN staff and do not receive payment for their work.

Russian forces make renewed push to take eastern Ukraine towns with drones, missiles and mortars (ABC News) By NEBI QENA
October 21, 2023

At least three civilians were killed and others wounded in Ukraine on Friday and Saturday, as Russian forces continued to shell areas across the
country and pushed forward near an embattled eastern city, local Ukrainian officials reported Saturday.

A man died as Russian forces shelled the Ukrainian-held town of Nikopol from their stronghold at Ukraine's largest nuclear plant, according to Ukrainian local Gov. Serhii Lysak. Lysak said that emergency
services in Nikopol were working to assess the damage.

Russian troops took over the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant early in the war, sparking intermittent fears of a radiation incident as shelling persisted near the site, often targeting Ukrainian-controlled
settlements across the Dnieper River.

In Kryvyi Rih, the central Ukraine hometown of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, , a 60-year-old man died on Friday evening when a Russian missile slammed into an industrial facility, according to Telegram
posts by Mayor Oleksandr Vilkul. The man's wife was hospitalized with serious shrapnel wounds, Vilkul said.

The mayor reported that Russian missiles and drones hit the same place again overnight, causing unspecified damage and sparking a fire that was put out by morning. Vilkul did not elaborate on the site's
nature or whether it was linked to Ukraine's war effort. He said nobody was hurt in the second strike.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov later told reporters that Russian forces destroyed the Ukrainian military's fuel and ammunition depots near Kryvyi Rih's local airport.

There was no immediate response from Ukrainian officials to Konashenkov's claim.

In southern Ukraine's front-line Kherson region, one civilian was killed and another wounded during "mass shelling" attacks by Russian troops, Gov. Oleksandr Prokudin said Saturday. The Russians used
mortars, artillery, tanks, drones, and multiple-rocket launchers to target the region, striking some residential areas, Prokudin wrote in a Telegram post.

Russian shelling over the past day also wounded one civilian in the front-line city of Avdiivka, in Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region, acting local Gov. Ihor Moroz reported on Saturday. Avdiivka has been fiercely
contested by Russian and Ukrainian forces in recent weeks as Kyiv's forces try to hold off a renewed Russian assault.

Moroz said that exploding drones, missiles, mortars and artillery shells fired by Russian troops also struck other parts of the region.

Russian troops on Friday launched a fresh offensive north of Avdiivka that has secured minor gains, according to an analysis by the Institute for the Study of War. The Washington-based think tank cited
geolocated footage from pro-Kremlin "military bloggers" on the ground to support its assessment.

Moscow's renewed push near Avdiivka reflects the Russian military command's commitment to offensive operations in the area "despite heavy materiel and personnel losses," the institute said.

The Ukrainian General Staff on Friday claimed that Ukrainian forces had damaged and destroyed almost 50 Russian tanks and over 100 armored vehicles in the fighting near Avdiivka during the previous day.
The claim that could not be independently verified.

Oleksandr Shputun, a spokesman for the Ukrainian army unit fighting near Avdiivka, said in televised remarks Saturdays that Russian military activity in the area had "decreased slightly," possibly due to heavy
losses. However, Shputun acknowledged that Russian units continued to advance.

In the northeastern Kharkiv region, a 39-year-old civilian man was hospitalized with wounds as Russian shelling hit two village homes near the embattled town of Kupiansk, Gov. Oleh Syniehubov reported on
Saturday. Russian forces have for weeks been pressing an offensive to retake territory near Kupiansk and the nearby town of Lyman.

The governor of Russia's southern Belgorod region, which borders Ukraine, said Saturday that Ukrainian forces shelled two of the province's districts with mortars and grenade launchers the previous day.
According to Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov, no civilians were hurt.

Elsewhere, a top Ukrainian presidential adviser reported that four Ukrainian children who were released from Russian captivity on Monday have been reunited with their families.

According to the Telegram post by Andriy Yermak, a 17-year-old girl and three boys ages 9, 6 and 3, were captured by occupying Russian forces in southern and eastern Ukraine. Yermak said one of the boys was
transferred to an orphanage in southern Russia, while another was forcibly taken to Russian-annexed Crimea.

Deportations of Ukrainian children have been a concern since Russia's Feb. 24, 2022, invasion of Ukraine. The International Criminal Court increased pressure on Moscow when it issued arrest warrants in
March for President Vladimir Putin and Russia's children's rights commissioner, Maria Lvova-Belova, accusing them of abducting children from Ukraine.

State media in Kremlin-allied Belarus have also published reports on children arriving in the country from Ukraine's occupied territories, ostensibly to join "health recuperation programs."

Russia-Ukraine war: a third of Ukraine's territory 'contaminated with mines and explosive objects' – as it happened (The Guardian) By Yohannes Lowe
October 21, 2023

Over a third of Ukraine's territory is contaminated with mines and explosive objects, Ukraine says

More than a third of the territory of Ukraine is contaminated with mines and explosive objects due to the war with Russia, the official account of the general staff of the armed forces of Ukraine posted on
Telegram.

It wrote:

Over the past week, specialists of the support forces command of the armed forces of Ukraine examined and cleared more than 260 hectares of agricultural land and other territories of explosive objects, where
3,530 explosive objects were removed and neutralized.

In total, since the beginning of the large-scale armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, demining groups of units of the support forces command of the armed forces of Ukraine have cleared
more than 11,285 thousand hectares of agricultural land of explosive objects, removed and neutralized 135,792 explosive objects.

Military: Russian forces engaging in 'complex' aerial warfare in south (The Kyiv Independent) By Elsa Court
October 21, 2023

Russian forces are using complex aerial tactics to attack targets in the south of Ukraine, Natalia Humeniuk, spokesperson of Ukraine's Southern
Operational Command, said on air on Oct. 21.

Their "main emphasis is now shifted to the air," Humeniuk said, explaining that Russian forces are using a range of weapons including ground-based missiles, anti-aircraft missiles, and guided aerial bombs to
attack areas both on the front lines and further away.

Humeniuk said that Ukraine's military has not, however, observed the "simultaneous launch of cruise missiles and guided aerial bombs."

At the same time, Russian forces are launching attack drones in order to overload air defense systems, according to Humeniuk.

Russian forces targeted Kryvyi Rih in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast with missiles and drones, damaging industrial infrastructure.

There were no casualties, but a rocket attack earlier in the evening the same day killed one man and injured one woman.

Guided aerial bombs are also being used by Russian forces in the battle around the front-line town of Avdiivka in Donetsk Oblast, though the intensity of attacks has decreased, according to Oleksandr Shtupun,
spokesperson for the Tavria Group, which covers the southern front lines.

This does not mean that Russia has given up on trying to take Avdiivka, Shtupun said, and Ukrainian troops are still forced to hold the defense.

German prosecutors handed evidence of Russian war crimes in Ukraine (The Guardian) By Julian Borger
October 26, 2023

Dossiers of evidence of Russian war crimes in Ukraine have been presented to German federal prosecutors at the start of a campaign to use the
principle of universal jurisdiction to bring war criminals to justice.

The cases were filed on Thursday morning by the Clooney Foundation for Justice (CFJ), representing 16 survivors and the families of victims in three separate war crimes cases: an indiscriminate missile attack
on a coastal resort near Odesa that killed 22 people; the execution of four men in occupied territory in the Kharkiv region in spring and summer last year; and a series of executions and acts of torture and sexual
violence committed outside Kyiv in March 2022.

The first cases have been brought to Berlin because the German judicial system has been at the forefront of prosecuting war crimes and crimes against humanity under the principle of universal jurisdiction, by
which some abuses are deemed to be so serious that the duty to investigate and prosecute goes far beyond the territory on which the crimes were committed.

Anya Neistat, the legal director of the Docket, a CJF initiative to collect evidence and build war crimes cases, said international support was high for prosecuting the widespread abuses committed in Ukraine,
but added: "It is now the time to see words turn into real action – and we are counting on German prosecutors to lead the way."

The evidence has also been shared with the prosecutor's office at the international criminal court (ICC), which is investigating war crimes. However, the ICC only has the capacity to pursue a limited number of
cases with the aim of seeking accountability at the highest level. The prosecutor has already issued an arrest warrant for Vladimir Putin.

At the other end of the spectrum, Ukrainian prosecutors are collecting vast amounts of evidence on a large number of crimes. The country's criminal code allows prosecutions of only the immediate perpetrators
of crimes, not those higher up the chain of command, without proof of specific orders to commit the crimes, although it does recognise the principle of command responsibility.

The Docket initiative seeks to fill the gap between the ICC and the Ukrainian courts. In all three cases that it has presented in Germany, it is pursuing investigations of senior and mid-level military officers.

If and when federal prosecutors open investigations into war crimes cases from the invasion of Ukraine, arrest warrants can be issued and shared with Europol and Interpol, and in theory significantly reduce
the freedom of movement of the suspects into the indefinite future, offering the prospect of a modicum of justice for victims and their families.

In another initiative involving the war in Ukraine, the Docket intends to build criminal cases against Russian propagandists who have frequently used genocidal language, called for mass killings of civilians, and
helped build popular support for the war in Russia.

The crime of incitement to genocide exists in international humanitarian law, but it has not been used for a prosecution since the Rwanda tribunal, and is hard to make stick without a ruling that genocide did
occur. An alternative is to use laws criminalising war propaganda, which are still on the statute books of some east European countries as remnants of the communist era. The main hurdle on that route is that
the crime has never successfully been prosecuted.

"The real challenge there is to convince the prosecutors of what this crime is, and then connect it to what is happening now around Ukraine and Russian propaganda," Neistat said.

Building war propaganda cases will not necessarily need to invoke universal jurisdiction, because much of the propaganda in question was broadcast by Russian television channels into the territory of several
east European nations.

Maryna Slobodianiuk, head of investigations at Truth Hounds, a Ukrainian NGO that jointly filed the Kharkiv case with the CFJ, said she hoped the presentation of the first three war crimes cases would
represent a breakthrough in pursuing accountability for mass atrocities.

"We believe that by opening these proceedings, Germany can significantly contribute to the efforts of ensuring justice for all Ukrainian survivors," Slobodianiuk said.

The cases in Germany are intended to be pilots for the widespread pursuit of Russian war crimes in courts around the world that have universal jurisdiction laws. Another batch of cases is being readied for
presentation to prosecutors in another central European country.

"Ultimately, what is likely to happen is that some of the perpetrators that we're talking about are likely to travel to Switzerland or Germany or elsewhere in the world. It sounds very remote now, but it has
happened in the past," Neistat said.

"What we do know for sure is that, if we don't have this web of arrest warrants, it means they can go anywhere in the world and still not be arrested. They can go to die happily in Miami or somewhere."
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Yemen

First on CNN: US Navy warship near Yemen intercepts multiple missiles, US officials say (CNN) By Jim Sciutto, Oren Liebermann and Natasha Bertrand
October 19, 2023

A US Navy warship operating in the Middle East intercepted multiple projectiles near the coast of Yemen on Thursday, two US officials told CNN.

One of the officials said the missiles were fired by Iranian-backed Houthi militants, who are engaged in an ongoing conflict in Yemen. Approximately 2-3 missiles were intercepted, according to the second
official.

Later Thursday Pentagon press secretary Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder confirmed that the USS Carney shot down three land attack missiles as well as several drones that were launched by Iran-backed Houthi forces in
Yemen.

“This action was a demonstration of the integrated air and missile defense architecture that we built in the Middle East and that we are prepared to utilize whenever necessary to protect our partners and our
interest in this important region,” he said at a news briefing. “There were no casualties to US forces and none that we know of to any civilians on the ground.”

Ryder said the Pentagon cannot say for certain at this point what the missiles and drones were targeting, but said they were launched from Yemen and were heading north along the Red Sea, “potentially toward
targets in Israel.”

The USS Carney transited through the Suez Canal into the Red Sea on Wednesday. US Fleet Forces command said in a social media post that it would “help ensure maritime security and stability in the Middle
East.”

The incident was one of a series in recent days with US bases being targeted by drones in Syria and Iraq amid increasing tensions in the region as the war between Israel and Hamas continues.

The drone attacks targeting the base in Syria resulted in “minor injuries,” Ryder said.

On Wednesday, two drones targeted the al-Tanf garrison in Syria, where US and anti-ISIS coalition forces are based, Ryder said. One drone was engaged and destroyed, and another drone impacted the base
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On Wednesday, two drones targeted the al-Tanf garrison in Syria, where US and anti-ISIS coalition forces are based, Ryder said. One drone was engaged and destroyed, and another drone impacted the base
resulting in minor injuries to coalition forces, Ryder said.

That same morning, in Iraq, early warning systems indicated a possible threat approaching the al-Asad airbase where US personnel are stationed. No attack occurred, but personnel sheltered in place and an
American civilian contractor suffered a cardiac episode and died shortly thereafter, Ryder said.

On Tuesday, US forces defended against three drones near US and coalition forces in Iraq, Ryder said. Two of the drones targeted the al-Asad airbase, which resulted in minor injuries to coalition forces. And in
northern Iraq near Bashur airbase, US forces engaged and destroyed a drone, resulting in no injuries or damage, Ryder said.

“While I’m not going to forecast any potential response to these attacks, I will say that we will take all necessary actions to defend US and coalition forces against any threat,” he said. “Any response, should one
occur, will come at a time and a manner of our choosing.”

Asked whether all of these attacks are tied to the ongoing war between Israel and Hamas, and anger in the region over the US’ support for Israel, Ryder said the US is still assessing the attacks.

“Our focus is going to be continuing to ensure we are deterring a potential broader regional conflict,” he said.

To that end, Ryder said, Austin has held a series of calls with Arab and Israeli leaders, including Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed from the United Arab Emirates, Emir Sheikh Tamim from Qatar and Prince Khalid
bin Salman from Saudi Arabia. The goal was to reiterate US support for Israel and to underscore the importance of safeguarding civilians.

“He emphasized again that any country or any group thinking of trying to take advantage of the situation in Israel to try to widen the conflict should think twice and not doubt the resolve of the United States,”
said Ryder.

Austin also spoke Thursday with his Israeli counterpart, Minister of Defense Yoav Gallant, with whom he has spoken frequently since the war began.

Deadly Shelling in Taiz, Yemen Targets Residential Neighborhood (The Media Line) October 24, 2023

One killed and several children injured in latest episode of violence.

Houthi rebels carried out an attack in the southwestern Yemeni province of Taiz on Monday, resulting in one fatality and two children injured, according to a report by the state-operated Saba news agency. The
attack was specifically aimed at the residential neighborhood of Rawdah, employing “indiscriminate shelling using several mortars.”

Taiz has been a focal point in Yemen’s ongoing civil war since the Houthi rebels made an attempt to seize control of the country back in 2015. While the rebels have managed to surround the city, they have not
yet been able to oust Yemeni government forces from all of Taiz. Locals and officials confirm that the Houthis often target Taiz with artillery shelling and sniper attacks.

The Houthi group has yet to comment on the latest assault. Yemen has been entrenched in civil war since 2014, when Houthi rebels overran the capital Sanaa and large portions of northern Yemen.

The conflict prompted a Saudi-led coalition to intervene in 2015, aiming to reestablish the internationally recognized Yemeni government. The war has resulted in thousands of deaths and has triggered the
world’s most severe humanitarian crisis.

Save the Children staffer dies in detention in Yemen (Middle East Monitor) October 26, 2023

Save the Children is calling for an immediate independent investigation after its staff member died in detention in Yemen.

Safety and Security Director Hisham Al-Hakimi was detained on 9 September while off duty. Despite repeated attempts by his family, legal representation and Save the Children’s teams, no one was able to see
or speak with him throughout the entire period of his detention.

No charges or legal proceedings were filed by authorities or reason given for his detention in Sanaa. “In the circumstances, Save the Children will be suspending operations in Yemen with immediate effect,” the
charity said.

Forty-four-year-old Hisham was a father of four who worked for the charity since 2006.

Bahrain soldier dies days after attack by Yemen's Houthis (The New Arab) October 27, 2023

A Bahraini soldier has died days after an attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels on the Saudi Arabian border, the military said, the Gulf state's fifth loss in
just over a month.

The serviceman died of his wounds after the attack on Monday, said the Bahrain Defence Force, which is part of a Saudi-led coalition fighting the Iran-backed rebels since 2015.

"Major Mohammed Salem Mohammed Anber passed away affected by his serious injuries as a result of the act of aggression conducted by the Houthi forces," it said in statement issued late on Thursday,
without giving details of the attack.

Four Bahraini soldiers died after a drone strike near the Saudi-Yemen border late last month, Bahrain's biggest loss since five soldiers were killed in 2015.

The deaths come as Saudi Arabia pushes for a peace process for the Arabian peninsula's poorest country, which is suffering a major humanitarian crisis because of the war.

Hostilities have fallen dramatically since a UN-brokered ceasefire came into effect last year, even after it lapsed in October.

Bahrain was one of several countries that contributed troops to the coalition after the Houthis ousted the internationally recognised government from the capital Sanaa in 2014.

Yemen’s Houthis fire missiles, drones toward Israel, vow to continue attacks (Arabia News) October 31, 2023

Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthis on Tuesday pledged more attacks against Israel if its war on Hamas in Gaza continues, saying it had already fired
drones and ballistic missiles in three separate operations.

“The Yemeni Armed Forces... confirm they will continue to carry out qualitative strikes with missiles and drones until the Israeli aggression stops,” said a Houthi military statement aired on the group’s Al-
Masirah TV.

It said the Houthis “launched a large batch of ballistic missiles... and a large number of armed aircraft” toward Israel on Tuesday, in the third such operation since the Gaza assault began on October 7 after
Hamas militants staged the worst attack in Israel’s history.

Earlier, Israel’s military said a “hostile aircraft intrusion” had set off warning sirens in Eilat, its Red Sea resort, later saying it had intercepted a “surface-to-surface missile” fired toward Israeli territory, that was
“successfully intercepted by the ‘Arrow’ aerial defense system.”

“All aerial threats were intercepted outside of Israeli territory,” it said.

Abdelaziz bin Habtour, prime minister of the Houthi government, on Tuesday said the Houthis were “part of the axis of resistance” against Israel, which includes Tehran-backed groups in Lebanon, Syria and
Iraq, and were fighting with both “words and drones.”

“It is one axis and there is coordination taking place, a joint operations room, and a joint command for all these operations,” he said.

“We cannot allow this arrogant Zionist enemy to kill our people.”

The Houthis seized Yemen’s capital Sanaa in 2014 and control large swathes of the country.

Targeting southern Israel

Israel had blamed the Houthis for a drone attack on Friday, saying its aircraft had intercepted “hostile targets” headed for southern Israel.

At the same time, six people were lightly injured when debris hit a building across the border from Eilat in the neighboring Egyptian resort of Taba, the Egyptian army said at the time.

On October 19, the US Navy said it shot down three land-attack cruise missiles and “several” drones fired by the Houthis, possibly at Israel.

Israel has been pounding Gaza since the October 7 attack when Hamas gunmen stormed across the border and killed more than 1,400 people, mostly civilians, and kidnapped more than 230 others.

Since then, Israel’s bombardments have killed more than 8,500 people, over 3,500 of them children, according to the health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza, an impoverished slice of land which is home to 2.4
million people.

Concerns are high over a regional conflagration, especially as Iran - which financially and militarily backs Hamas but insists it had no involvement in the October 7 attack - has loyalists and proxy fighters in
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen.

Since the Gaza conflict began, there have been a string of attacks on US forces in Iraq and Syria as well as almost daily exchanges of fire across the Israel-Lebanon border between Hezbollah and the Israeli
army.

On Sunday, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi warned on X, formerly Twitter, that Israel had “crossed the red lines, and this may force everyone to take action,” without elaborating.
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WRC Calls for Immediate Cease-Fire in Israel/Gaza Conflict (Relief Web) October 19, 2023

Urges Leaders to Ensure Access to Humanitarian Aid New York, NY – Following nearly two weeks of bombing across the Gaza Strip, and in advance of
President Biden’s address to the nation tonight

New York, NY – Following nearly two weeks of bombing across the Gaza Strip, and in advance of President Biden’s address to the nation tonight, Sarah Costa, executive director of the Women’s Refugee
Commission, issued the following statement:

“Large parts of Gaza are being reduced to rubble. More than 3,700 people – Palestinian families, journalists, medical staff, humanitarian workers – have been killed since the constant bombing began, and more
than 1 million people have been forcibly displaced. Tens of thousands of people have been injured.

“The fact is that there is no safe place for anyone in the Gaza Strip now, and unless the bombing stops immediately, we are looking at a humanitarian catastrophe. The health systems and other essential services
are overwhelmed, which means more than 50,000 pregnant women now face serious maternal health risks. And, we know that during conflict, women and girls in particular face heightened risk of gender-
based violence.

“We urge President Biden to use all diplomatic channels to call for an immediate and total cease- fire on all sides so that aid can be delivered. We are encouraged to hear that 20 trucks of humanitarian
assistance may be allowed through the Rafah border crossing in the coming days. However, that is nowhere near enough. Humanitarian aid must be delivered, with unfettered and uninterrupted access, to
everyone in need.

“We insist on the protection of all civilians in armed conflict in accordance with international humanitarian law, and the immediate release of all civilian hostages. Let’s be clear, the targeting of hospitals and
civilians – by any armed combatant – violates international humanitarian law.”

Press release: UN Women report reveals devastating impact of the crisis in Gaza on women and girls (UN Women) October 20, 2023

The conflict has already resulted in close to 493,000 women and girls’ being displaced from their homes in Gaza, and it has produced a growing

New York — UN Women’s “Rapid assessment and humanitarian response in the Occupied Palestinian Territory” sheds light on the profound impact of the ongoing conflict on the people in Gaza, including on
women and girls.

Following the 7 October attack by Hamas on Israel and the ensuing Israeli attacks on Gaza, UN Women has analyzed the differentiated impact on women, men, boys, and girls, to ensure adequate responses to
their needs.

UN Women estimates that the eruption of violence and destruction has already resulted in close to 493,000 women and girls’ being displaced from their homes in Gaza. Additionally, the violence has tragically
resulted in a growing number of widows, as an estimated 900 women have become the heads of households following their male partners’ deaths.

If no ceasefire is achieved, these numbers will continue to rise.

Sarah Hendriks, UN Women Deputy Executive Director, ad interim, said: “UN Women has called for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire and unimpeded access for humanitarian aid, including food, water,
fuel, and health supplies that are critical for the survival of women and girls in the Gaza Strip. It is imperative that we ensure immediate access to services for women and girls and ensure the prevention of
gender-based violence. As the international community seeks to respond to this crisis, we must also wholeheartedly support and invest in women-led organizations, which are at the front- line of the
humanitarian response, and promote the meaningful participation of women in humanitarian and political processes.”

The significant, largely displaced population of women and girls, and new female-headed households, have unique and urgent needs and vulnerabilities that must be recognized and addressed. Currently,
women and girls are seeking refuge in overcrowded shelters that lack essential provisions, such as food, water, and privacy, heightening protection risks.

Even prior to the current crisis, the situation in Gaza was desperate, with 97 per cent of men and 98 per cent of women fearing for their safety. Depression levels among women and men were high due to
unemployment and a deep sense of hopelessness, and 54 per cent of Gaza’s men, the highest numbers across the Middle East, showed signs of anxiety and depression.

Since the onset of the current crisis, UN Women has been playing an important role in the coordination of the United Nations humanitarian response on gender equality, providing analysis of the differentiated
impact of the war on women and girls, to ensure adequate responses.

The Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund, which is a partnership between the United Nations, Member States, and civil society to support women-led and women’s rights organizations working to build
peace and provide humanitarian response throughout the world, has also launched an emergency appeal for Palestine to support local women’s organizations.

UN Women remains present on the ground, ready to provide support and assistance.

Israel-Palestine: Blockade puts Gaza aid on the line, WHO spotlights soaring mental health needs in Israel (UN NEWS) October 25, 2023

Joining its voice to the UN chief’s calls for a humanitarian ceasefire, UN Women has highlighted the plight of women and girls in the Gaza Strip amid
the escalation.

Speaking to UN News, UN Women Deputy Executive Director Sarah Hendriks stressed the urgent need for women and girls in Gaza to access safe shelter, protection and maternal healthcare. She said that
according to UNFPA, the UN Population Fund, some 50,000 women in Gaza are currently pregnant and over 5,500 are expected to give birth just in the next month.

Access to healthcare is tightening by the hour in Gaza. WHO said on Tuesday that a third of hospitals and nearly two thirds of primary health care clinics in the territory have shut down.

Ms. Hendriks also said that “the violence has produced close to 900 new female headed households” and highlighted the struggle of widows to provide for their families. She warned about the ever-present
threat of gender-based violence compounded by mass displacement and conditions in overcrowded shelters.

“We will continue to remain on the ground listening to the voices of women and girls, hearing their perspectives and translating those to the international community so that their needs can be prioritized even
as the solutions to the overall conflict are being addressed,” Ms. Hendriks said.

International Community Must Ensure Women Equally Participate in Peace, Political Processes, Delegate Underlines, as Security Council Concludes Annual Debate
(UN) October 26, 2023

The importance of strengthening the participation of women for the maintenance and promotion of peace and security remained in the spotlight
today as the Security Council resumed — and concluded — its annual open debate on the topic of women, peace and security.

The importance of strengthening the participation of women for the maintenance and promotion of peace and security remained in the spotlight today as the Security Council resumed — and concluded — its
annual open debate on the topic of women, peace and security.

Türkiye’s delegate voiced concern over the suffering of women and girls amid intensifying conflicts around the world, pointing out that the situation in the Middle East, as well as in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Sudan
and other regions, illustrates how the advances of the women, peace and security agenda can easily be rolled back. As the humanitarian toll in Gaza rises, women and girls have been gravely impacted, she
noted, with thousands killed, widowed or displaced and pregnant women unable to access safe hospitals.

The representative of Israel called on the Council to condemn “the war crimes and crimes against humanity committed against innocent women and girls in Israel by the jihadist terror organization Hamas”,
which perpetrated heinous crimes in her country on 7 October. Testimonies and videos taken by the terrorists themselves showed brutal gender- and sexual- based violence, including rape and femicide. “How
am I to speak about the participation of women in peace and security, when the women and girls in my country were intentionally targeted in attacks that amount to international war crimes and crimes against
humanity?” she asked.

Sierra Leone’s delegate spotlighted the role of women in his country in rebuilding at the end of the civil war 20 years ago, noting that female peacebuilders also helped bring about lasting peace, enabling its
return to civilian rule and democratic elections. Thanks to their advocacy through groups such as the Women’s Forum and the Movement for Peace, among others, the Government and warring factions climbed
down from their entrenched positions and worked towards a negotiated settlement, he said, adding that his country will use its experience to further the women, peace and security agenda during its 2024-2025
term on the Council.

The representative of Germany observed that the Secretary-General’s report paints a bleak picture, with only one out of 18 peace agreements in 2022 signed by a representative of a women’s organization. “We
need a radical shift,” he said. Germany is pledging an additional $10 million towards the Women’s Peace and Humanitarian Fund, of which it is already the largest donor. In May, Germany co-hosted the Global
Women’s Forum for Peace and Humanitarian Action, resulting in the Berlin Declaration, with recommendations to strengthen the influence and capacity of women in peace and humanitarian action, he added.

Meanwhile, Chile’s representative, speaking on behalf of the Feminist Foreign Policy Plus Group, noted the plethora of instruments relating to gender and said the issue is not the lack of frameworks or
guidelines, but the implementation on the ground. The international community must ensure that women — equally, directly and influentially — participate in formal or high- level peace and political processes
in conflict resolution, peacekeeping and peacebuilding processes. Military interventions alone, without rebuilding the social fabric, do very little to deliver long term solutions for women, she added.

Palestinian and Israeli Women Speak: Regaining Humanity at a Time of Violence (Wilson Center) By Sarah Little
October 30, 2023

The October 7th massacre by Hamas claimed more than 1400 lives and saw the abduction of over 200 people, many of whom were women and
children. There were reports of rape by Hamas fighters, and in one verified video, a young German-Israeli woman is paraded naked and unconscious
through the streets by a group of men in the back of a pickup truck.

The subsequent Israeli bombardment of Gaza has displaced nearly half a million Palestinian women and girls and left more than 18,000 people injured, according to Palestinian officials; of those killed and
injured, 62% are women and children. UN Women reports approximately 50,000 pregnant women in Gaza are without access to essential health services and 5,522 women are expected to give birth this month,
all in the absence of adequate medical facilities.

The war has left thousands of Palestinian children fatherless, propelling many women into the role of breadwinner—a position that comes with its own set of challenges in a society with a 19% female labor force
participation rate, among the world’s lowest. The loss of a father can be especially detrimental for young girls, as financial strain may push them into early marriages.

According to the Global Partnership for Education, girls in conflict zones are 2.5 times more likely to be out of school than boys and are less likely to return after a ceasefire.

The physical and psychological toll of war is immense, and for women and girls, the impact is compounded by the gender inequalities that already exist in society. Here are the voices of young Palestinian and
Israeli women on the ground about what life is like today, trying to retain their humanity against the backdrop of ceaseless violence.

The names of the women I spoke with have been changed to protect their safety.

We moved to a place in the south, but honestly, nowhere is safe. I’m freaking out. It’s f*cking crazy. We can’t sleep, we can’t eat. We’ve lost friends, relatives, and neighbors. I’m still in shock about everything.
We only get one meal a day, and we can use the bathroom once. There are approximately 30 people in here. We considered going to an UNRWA school, but they just bombed it. Nowhere is safe, literally. I’m
worried about my married sisters and my niece. We lost contact with them. I’m trying to survive.

- Lina, a 24-year-old Palestinian Muslim woman in Gaza.

I just slept a full night for the first time this week, and I started eating again. It's absolute horror. I don’t have any more to say about it other than we are all grieving, shocked, mourning--Jews and Palestinians.
Our ancestral traumas are all heightened. I have friends in Gaza who lost family, and I’m trying to be there for them while also somehow praying for the end of this military revenge. I have Israeli friends who
have lost half their family and are still waiting to hear from their loved ones held hostage. It’s all so sick how we have all been used as pawns in this global imperialistic war.

Please be gentle with all of us. I keep on believing in God through these times. To me, right now, God is the transmutation of fear, anger, and thirst for revenge into love, and remembrance of humanity. I believe
our thoughts have power and that prayer is powerful. My ask of my people is to really pray--to transform our inner hatreds into desires for peace. We can't control everything, but we can tend to our minds and
our inner worlds which ultimately shape our external reality.

- Nadia, a 31-year-old Arab Israeli woman born and raised in Jerusalem.

Social media is definitely doing more harm than good. Each individual's algorithm is feeding them more and more content to support what they believe in. That means, someone who feels slightly towards
something will feel very strongly about it after 15 minutes of browsing on Instagram or TikTok. Content on social media is also not verified, which means sharing distortions of the truth or misinformation is
easy and damaging. Social media has become a platform for fighting, and it’s leading to real-life violence, when really, people should be coming together, looking at the whole picture, and trying to stand up for
humanity on both sides.

- Noa, a 27-year-old Jewish woman in Israel.

This has become dark and twisted. If you actually want to be human and focus on the fact that people are dying on both sides, you’ll be attacked by both sides. It seems like there’s no space for being human
anymore.

The other absurd phenomenon is the virtual war taking place in parallel with the actual war, where the winner appears to be the one with the most child casualties. We are seeing a lot of lies being spread, but
we can’t open our mouths. We can’t say anything. It has become a vicious war in and of itself, and it’s dehumanizing the tragedy on the ground.

There has been some violence in the West Bank, but it’s mostly under control. People are not doing well mentally or emotionally; they are spiraling. Many of them are now thinking that death is better than
living here. Today, I just spent the day in bed. You know when you feel heartbroken and numb at the same time? The more people I see die in Gaza, the more I wonder, “When will this nightmare end?”

- Rania, a Palestinian Christian woman in the West Bank.
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LGBTQ+ Afghans plead with United Nations to investigate horrific Taliban abuses: 'End the silence' (PinkNews) By Patrick Kelleher
October 20, 2023

LGBTQ+ Afghans are pleading with the United Nations to investigate the murder, rape and persecution inflicted upon them by the Taliban.

Rainbow Afghanistan, a grassroots organisation that campaigns for LGBTQ+ rights in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, has hit out at the UN and other human rights organisations for ignoring their community
in a furious open letter.

The group said it is aware of LGBTQ+ people who have been tortured and killed since the militant group seized power in 2021. Some have fled to surrounding countries in a desperate bid to get to safety, while
others have "lost their lives due to suicide", Rainbow Afghanistan said.

Meanwhile, some trans women and lesbians have been forced into marriage against their will, while others have been imprisoned by the Taliban due to their sexual orientation or gender identity, the group
claimed.

"We believe that the world has remained silent in front of this widespread and systematic crime against humanity in Afghanistan," Rainbow Afghanistan's open letter reads.

"In these two years, we have documented a small part of the terrible crimes that the Taliban have committed agains the LGBTIQ community in Afghanistan.

"Our documentary reports indicate that at least 10 members of the Afghan Rainbow community are currently in the custody of the Taliban.

"We, the Afghan LGBT activists have tried many times to become the voice of the most silent part of Afghanistan and other protesters against the Taliban, but it seems that the eyes and ears of the world are not
willing to see and hear."

LGBTQ+ Afghans want justice

The group has pleaded with the United Nations and other human rights organisations, alongside western governments, to break their silence and to support the country's embattled LGBTQ+ community.

"We want to end the silence of the international community regarding these tragedies as soon as possible. We want justice for the LGBT community of Afghanistan to be raised and realised.

"We want the countless crimes of the Taliban against the LGBTQ community in Afghanistan to be investigated and documented and its perpetrators should be held accountable in independent courts, and
human rights, as stated in its charter, should not be limited to geographic boundaries, gender identities, and certain social groups."

The group added: "We believe that what is happening in Afghanistan is a clear example of gender apartheid and human crime."

Closing out its letter, Rainbow Afghanistan asked the UN to "investigate the Taliban's crimes against the LGBT community in Afghanistan and make the perpetrators of this crime accountable."

They also asked officials to stop "tolerating the Taliban in any form and level, because this is a betrayal of humanity and in clear contradiction with the basic provisions of the Charter of Human Rights."

The full open letter can be read and signed here.

Rainbow Afghanistan's intervention comes after a painful two years for the country's queer community.

There was immediate fear among LGBTQ+ Afghans when Kabul fell to the Taliban as the United States withdrew from the country in August 2021.

Overnight, queer Afghans became one of the Taliban's primary targets. Reports immediately started circulating about the rape and murder of LGBTQ+ people. Many went into hiding or fled abroad.

PinkNews has contacted the United Nations for comment.

SIGAR report reveals dire 'human rights crisis' in Afghanistan (Amu TV) November 1, 2023

The United States Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) has released its 61st Quarterly Report to Congress, shedding light on
the dire humanitarian situation in Afghanistan, the challenges posed by funding constraints, widespread human rights violations, the plight of
refugees, as well as the continuous interference by the Taliban with the work of non-governmental organizations.

The report says that United Nations Human Rights Commissioner, Volker Türk, at the Human Rights Commission on September 13, 2023, highlighted the alarming reports of extrajudicial killings, torture,
arbitrary arrests, and ill-treatment. He expressed deep concern over the serious violations against former government officials and the unprecedented ban on women and girls from obtaining secondary and
higher education, calling it a "devastating precedent."

The UN Human Rights Council emphasized the importance of a legal system characterized by certainty, public promulgation, equal enforcement, and independent adjudication. However, the Taliban's legal
framework is not based on international norms but rather on their interpretation of Quranic laws. Despite promises to revise the Afghan constitution, the Taliban has failed to do so, and public input in
legislation has been eliminated. This quarter, the Taliban disbanded all political parties, consolidating power under the supreme leader and his close associates, the report says.

According to the report, the Taliban's justice system remains opaque and prone to abuses, with no clear guidelines for legal procedures. In a concerning trend, alleged perpetrators are often detained, sentenced,
and punished on the same day, denying due process and judicial review.

UNAMA documented at least 800 human rights violations by Taliban officials against former government officials and former members of the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF). This
represents a violation of international humanitarian law, despite the Taliban's promise of amnesty when they assumed power.

The report says that the Taliban has imposed numerous policies violating the rights of women and girls, including bans on education beyond grade six, access to public spaces, traveling without a male guardian,
and working with NGOs or the UN. Multilateral institutions and international NGOs have labeled these actions as crimes against humanity. A report by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Afghanistan and the UN Working Group on discrimination against women and girls concluded that the Taliban has established a system of "gender apartheid."

The use of the term "gender apartheid" is a matter of legal debate, as it deviates from the United Nations' current legal definition of apartheid, which was formulated in response to racially discriminatory
policies in South Africa. However, it reflects the unique degree of gender-based discrimination in the context of the Taliban's rule.

US Aid Efforts despite Challenges

Since the Taliban takeover in 2021, the United States has allocated substantial funds for humanitarian and development assistance in Afghanistan. These funds are being used to address critical needs in sectors
such as health, education, agriculture, food security, and livelihoods, with a focus on women, girls, and human rights protection. These efforts are carried out through NGOs, international organizations, and
other implementing partners.

Two years after the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, the United States continues to engage with the Taliban on issues of mutual interest, even as it maintains human rights protections as a precondition for
recognizing the Taliban as the government of Afghanistan.

Despite the substantial aid provided by the United States, there have been modest improvements in various sectors of the Afghan economy, but the commercial banking sector remains a concern. Da
Afghanistan Bank (DAB) has waived required examinations, stress tests, and fees, recognizing the challenges faced by Afghan banks due to reduced lending, loss of access to foreign reserves, and non-
performing assets.

In summary, the SIGAR report underscores the deeply troubling humanitarian situation in Afghanistan, the deteriorating human rights conditions, and the complex challenges facing aid and development
efforts in the country. The international community, including the United States, continues to grapple with how to address these issues while engaging with the Taliban regime.
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Bangladesh International Crimes Tribunal

Political Violence in Bangladesh (Human Rights Watch) November 1, 2023

Saturday was a grim day in Bangladesh, and many fear things will get worse.

Political protests descended into deadly violence, with at least 11 people, including two police officers, killed, and hundreds injured.

Witnesses accuse Bangladesh police of using unnecessary force against demonstrators, and while violence was committed on all sides, what happened was clearly part of a continuing police crackdown on the
political opposition.

Tensions have been rising as national elections approach in January, pitting supporters of the governing Awami League under Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina against those of the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP).

The government has arrested thousands of opposition members, including the secretary-general of the BNP, and sealed the party's offices. Authorities have increasingly carried out arbitrary mass arrests over
the last year, and at least 1,500 opposition members were arrested in the days leading up to Saturday's rally.

It all looks like a coordinated effort to stifle the opposition ahead of the January polls. The mass arrests appear to reflect orders from police officials to systematically arrest and convict opposition members to
disqualify them from running in the elections.

Some say they were tortured in detention.

With a threatened further escalation in violence amid the government's crackdown, Bangladesh is facing a key moment. How other governments respond right now could be critical.

As my colleague and expert Meenakshi Ganguly says: "Bangladesh's international partners should insist that elections cannot be considered fair when the opposition is targeted, harassed, and behind bars."

There has been some concern globally. The EU in September said it would not send a full election observer mission due to fears over the lack of a free and fair vote. In the same month, the US said it would
"impose visa restrictions on Bangladeshi individuals responsible for, or complicit in, undermining the democratic election process in Bangladesh."

Following Saturday's events, the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights called on "all political actors to make clear that such violence is unacceptable and to avoid any statements or actions that
could constitute incitement to violence."

Thus far, unfortunately, the Bangladesh government seems to be ignoring these international calls for restraint, not to mention its own pledges to hold a peaceful, free, and fair election.

They would be wise to listen to their partners and reverse course.

[back to contents]

War Crimes Investigation in Myanmar

Victims of Myanmar Junta File War Crimes Charges in Philippine Court (The Diplomat) By Sebastian Strangio
October 26, 2023

Relatives of victims of alleged war crimes committed by Myanmar's military have filed a criminal complaint in the Philippines, the latest bid to bring
the country's ruling military clique to justice in a foreign court.

In a statement yesterday, the Myanmar Accountability Project (MAP), a London-based advocacy group, said that five victims from Myanmar's Chin State have filed a criminal complaint with the Department of
Justice in Manila. In what the statement described as "an unprecedented move," they have requested that Filipino prosecutors open a war crimes investigation into ten members of the military's administration
that seized power in February 2021, including Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing.

The complaint centers on the mass arson attack on the town of Thantlang in Chin State in northwestern Myanmar in September 2021. During the attack, soldiers destroyed some 2,000 homes destroyed and
killed at least 250 people. Around 60,000 civilians were driven toward the nearby border with India. The complaint accuses the military of murdering civilians, mutilating bodies, burning down hundreds of
houses, destroying churches, and using aid as a weapon of war.

Among the five complainants is the daughter of a man who was shot and killed by Myanmar soldiers on September 29 along with his friend. "My father and his friend were murdered," Zing Raltu said through
tears during a press conference in Manila yesterday. "We will never get justice through the Burmese courts. We pray that the Philippines will hear our cry for help."

Another complainant is the uncle of Cung Biak Hum, a Christian pastor who was shot dead by soldiers on September 18, as he was attempting to put out fires started by the army.

As Thantlang native Lian Bawi Thang wrote in these pages yesterday, the town has become a ghost town in the two years since the arson attack, and is the subject of sporadic but fierce fighting between the
Myanmar military and the various resistance groups based around the outskirts of the town.

The complaint has been brought under the 2009 International Humanitarian Law Act, which "incorporates into national legislation the international crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war
crimes." The law obligates the Philippines to prosecute these crimes when they are committed elsewhere in the world under the principle of universal jurisdiction.

Gilbert Andres, one of the two Filipino lawyers representing the plaintiffs, said in the MAP statement that the law built "on a long humanitarian legal tradition in the Philippines." He added, "It doesn't matter
that the crimes were committed by non-Filipinos against non-Filipinos outside Philippine territory."

Philippine government prosecutors have 90 days to approve or dismiss the complaint.

The Philippine case is just the latest in a string of legal cases that have been initiated in foreign courts, in pursuit of the years-long goal of bringing Myanmar's generals to justice. Most have employed the
principle of "universal jurisdiction," which Human Rights Watch defines as "the principle that every state has an interest in bringing to justice the perpetrators of particular crimes of international concern, no
matter where the crime was committed, and regardless of the nationality of the perpetrators or their victims."

Cases have been initiated in Turkey, Indonesia, and Germany, focusing on both the military's ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya communities of Rakhine State in western Myanmar, and atrocities that have been
committed since the coup. In November 2021, courts in Argentina agreed to investigate crimes committed by Myanmar's military against the Rohingya. The actions of Myanmar's generals also are under
investigation by the International Criminal Court and in a genocide case at the International Court of Justice, both in The Hague.

In comments given to The Associated Press, the MAP's Chris Gunness said that the case was a chance for the Philippines to rehabilitate its image, after the 2016-2022 tenure of President Rodrigo Duterte, who
was accused of killing thousands of suspected drug dealers during a bloody "war on drugs."

"This is an opportunity for the Philippines to show the world a different face," Gunness told the AP, "a Philippines, which is rooted in the rule of law, in decency, in democracy and in Christian values."

One of the main challenges of universal jurisdiction cases, assuming that they proceed to the point of a trial, is detaining the accused. were Min Aung Hlaing and his cronies can simply avoid traveling to the
Philippines. Even then, it is far from certain that the Philippine government would execute an arrest warrant for a sitting foreign leader, however illegitimate, given the norms of "non-interference" that govern
relations between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) states.

That said, there is greater significance to cases brought in Myanmar's immediate neighborhood, and any case that makes the lives of the Tatmadaw top brass more difficult is well worth the effort.

Researchers hope tracking senior Myanmar army officers can ascertain blame for human rights abuses (AP News) By Grant Peck
November 1, 2023

A group of human rights researchers officially launched a website Wednesday that they hope will help get justice for victims of state violence in
Myanmar, where one of the world's less-noticed but still brutal armed struggles is taking place.

Since the army seized power in February 2021 from the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi, thousands of people have been killed by the security forces seeking to quash pro-democracy resistance.
According to the United Nations, more than 1.8 million have been displaced by military offensives, which critics charge have involved gross violations of human rights. War crimes have become easier to
document in recent years thanks largely to the ubiquity of cellphone cameras and the near-universal access to social media, where photo and video evidence can easily be posted and viewed. But it's harder to
establish who is responsible for such crimes, especially generals and other high-ranking officers behind the scenes who make the plans and give the orders. "Generals and lower ranking officers should fear
being dragged before a court of law and imprisoned for crimes they ordered or authorized," Tom Andrews, the United Nations special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, told the AP by
email. "Research must move beyond merely stating the obvious — that crimes are occurring — and connect those who are responsible to specific atrocities. The victims of these crimes deserve justice and that
will require the research necessary to hold those responsible fully accountable." The new website, myanmar.securityforcemonitor.org, is an interactive online version of a report, "Under Whose Command? —
Human rights abuses under Myanmar's military rule," compiled by Security Force Monitor, a project of the Columbia Law School Human Rights Institute, to connect alleged crimes with their perpetrators. The
project's team constructed a timeline of senior commanders and their postings, which can be correlated with documented instances of alleged atrocities that occurred under their commands. It exposes the
army's chain of command, identifying senior army commanders and showing the connections from alleged rights violations to these commanders, study director Tony Wilson told The Associated Press in an
email interview. "This is one of the pieces of the jigsaw that has up until now been missing in terms of accountability — demonstrating how the system works and that these abuses are not just the result of rogue
units or individual soldiers," he said. Wilson said the Myanmar data show that 65%, or 51 of all 79 senior army commanders between the end of March 2011 and the end of March this year, "had alleged
disappearances, killings, rape or instances of torture committed by units under their command." He said the study also shows the officer with the most links to serious human rights violations is Gen. Mya Htun
Oo, who became defense minister and a member of the ruling military council when the army seized power in 2021. He also became deputy prime minister in 2023. The legal significance leans on the
established doctrine of "command responsibility," which allows the prosecution under international law of military commanders for war crimes perpetrated by their subordinates. "Establishing the command
structures of militaries and other groups involved in atrocities is the lifeblood of properly conducting investigations into international crimes," Mark Kersten, assistant professor of criminology and criminal
justice at Canada's University of the Fraser Valley, said in an email to The Associated Press. "When the Nazis were prosecuted at Nuremberg, the lead counsel for the Allies famously exclaimed that it was
individuals who would be prosecuted for atrocities, and not abstract entities, namely states." Collecting evidence of human rights violations in Syria's civil war has served as a guide to utilizing online
information and technical advances to gather and organize evidence of war crimes. Similar projects have also been launched in other areas of conflict including Sudan, Yemen and Ukraine. Since 2021,
evidence-gathering groups have formed in Myanmar, including Myanmar Witness, an NGO that seeks to "collect, analyse, verify and store evidence related to human rights incidents … in a way that is
compatible with future human rights prosecutions." Similar work for Myanmar has already been done by groups documenting the security forces' brutal 2017 counterinsurgency campaign in the western part of
the country that drove an estimated 740,000 Rohingya to seek safety across the border in Bangladesh. Several international tribunals have been considering charges of genocide and other crimes brought
against the army for their activities. "Our work can complement and feed into the work of documenting abuses," said Wilson. "Because we always aim to map the entire police or military, our research can help
make connections between what human rights groups have documented and the wider chain of command." He said the project relied on open-source information drawn from the work of national and
international human rights organizations and local activists, as well as books, independent newspapers and the military's own media outlets. Its previous work includes research on the Mexican Army's chain of
command for a complaint to the International Criminal Court alleging crimes against humanity. Its methodology has been used to support the Syrian Archive's submission of evidence to investigative and
prosecute authorities in Germany, France, and Sweden about the 2013 sarin gas attack on Khan Shaykhun. "We've applied lessons learned from researching militaries around the world to our work in Myanmar,
and we would not have been able to map the Myanmar Army without those lessons," said Wilson.
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