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NORTH AFRICA

Libya

More than 5,000 presumed dead in Libya after catastrophic flooding breaks dams and sweeps away homes (CNN) By Hamdi Alkhshali, Mostafa Salem, Kareem El Damanhoury
and Celine Alkhaldi
September 13, 2023

More than 5,000 people are presumed dead and 10,000 missing after heavy rains in northeastern Libya caused two dams to collapse, surging more
water into already inundated areas.

Tamer Ramadan, head of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies delegation in Libya, gave the numbers of missing people during a briefing to reporters in Geneva, Switzerland, on
Tuesday. “The death toll is huge,” she said.

At least 5,300 people are thought dead, said the interior ministry of Libya’s eastern government on Tuesday, state media LANA reported. CNN has not been able to independently verify the number of deaths or
those missing.

Of those who were killed, at least 145 were Egyptian, officials in the northeastern city of Tobruk, in Libya, said on Tuesday.

In the eastern city of Derna, which has seen the worst of the devastation, as many as 6,000 people remain missing, Othman Abduljalil, health minister in Libya’s eastern administration, told Libya’s Almasar TV.
He called the situation “catastrophic,” when he toured the city on Monday.

Whole neighborhoods are believed to have been washed away in the city, according to authorities.

Hospitals in Derna are no longer operable and the morgues are full, said Osama Aly, an Emergency and Ambulance service spokesperson.

Dead bodies have been left outside the morgues on the sidewalks, he told CNN.

“There are no first-hand emergency services. People are working at the moment to collect the rotting bodies,” said Anas Barghathy, a doctor currently volunteering in Derna.

Relatives of people who lived in the destroyed city of Derna told CNN they were terrified after seeing videos of the flooding, with no word from their family members.

Ayah, a Palestinian woman with cousins in Derna, said she has been unable to reach them since the floods.

“I’m really worried about them. I have two cousins who live in Derna. It seems all communications are down and I don’t know if they are alive at this point. It is very terrifying watching the videos coming out of
Derna. We are all terrified,” she said.

Emad Milad, a resident of Tobrok, said eight of his relatives died in the flooding in Derna.

“My wife Areej’s sister and her husband both passed away. His whole family is also dead. A total of eight people are all gone. It’s a disaster. It’s a disaster. We are praying for better things,” he said on Tuesday.

‘Ferocious’ weather conditions The rain, which has swept across several cities in Libya’s north-east, is the result of a very strong low-pressure system that brought catastrophic flooding to Greece last week and
moved into the Mediterranean before developing into a tropical-like cyclone known as a medicane.

The deadly storm comes in an unprecedented year of climate disasters and record-breaking weather extremes, from devastating wildfires to oppressive heat.

Just as ocean temperatures around the world soar off the charts due to planet-warming pollution, the temperature of the Mediterranean is well-above average, which scientists say fueled the storm’s heavy
rainfall.

“The warmer water does not only fuel those storms in terms of rainfall intensity, it also makes them more ferocious,” Karsten Haustein, climate scientist and meteorologist at Leipzig University in Germany, told
the Science Media Center.

Aerial view of flood water as a powerful storm and heavy rainfall hit Shahhat city, Libya, September 11, 2023. Aerial view of flood water as a powerful storm and heavy rainfall hit Shahhat city, Libya, September
11, 2023. Ali Al-Saadi/Reuters Libya’s vulnerability to extreme weather is increased by its long-running political conflict, which has seen a decade-long power struggle between two rival administrations.

The UN-backed Government of National Unity (GNU), led by Abdulhamid Dbeibeh, sits in Tripoli in northwest Libya, while its eastern rival is controlled by commander Khalifa Haftar and his Libyan National
Army (LNA), who support the eastern-based parliament led by Osama Hamad.

Derna, which lies some 300 kilometers (190 miles) east of Benghazi, falls under the control of Haftar and his eastern administration.

The country’s complex politics “pose challenges for developing risk communication and hazard assessment strategies, coordinating rescue operations, and also potentially for maintenance of critical
infrastructure such as dams,” Leslie Mabon, lecturer in Environmental Systems at The Open University, told the Science Media Center.

Dams collapse

The collapse of two dams, which sent water rushing towards Derna, has caused catastrophic damage, authorities said Tuesday.

“Three bridges were destroyed. The flowing water carried away entire neighborhoods, eventually depositing them into the sea,” said Ahmed Mismari, spokesperson for the LNA.

Homes in valleys were washed away by strong muddy currents carrying vehicles and debris, said Aly, the Emergency and Ambulance authority spokesperson.

Phone lines in the city are down, complicating rescue efforts, with workers unable to enter Derna due to the heavy destruction, Aly told CNN.

Aly said authorities didn’t anticipate the scale of the disaster.

“The weather conditions were not studied well, the seawater levels and rainfall [were not studied], the wind speeds, there was no evacuation of families that could be in the path of the storm and in valleys,” he
said.

“Libya was not prepared for a catastrophe like that. It has not witnessed that level of catastrophe before. We are admitting there were shortcomings even though this is the first time we face that level of
catastrophe,” Aly told Al Hurra channel.

The storm looks certain to be one of the deadliest on record in North Africa.

Libya is facing an “unprecedented” situation, said Hamad, the head of the eastern administration, according to a report from state news organization Libyan News Agency (LANA).

Mismari, the LNA spokesperson, said the floods have affected several cities, including Al-Bayda, Al-Marj, Tobruk, Takenis, Al-Bayada, and Battah, as well as the eastern coast all the way to Benghazi. At least 37
residential buildings were swept away into the seas.

A boy pulls a suitcase past debris in a flash-flood damaged area in Derna, eastern Libya, on September 11, 2023. A boy pulls a suitcase past debris in a flash-flood damaged area in Derna, eastern Libya, on
September 11, 2023. AFP/Getty Images “We are not prepared for such a scale of devastation,” Mismari said.

Libyan authorities need three types of specialized search groups including teams to recover bodies from rugged valleys after torrents dispersed them, teams to recover bodies from under the rubble, and teams
to recover bodies from the sea, he added.

Tens of thousands of military personnel have been deployed, but many of the flood-stricken regions are still inaccessible to emergency workers, according to Mismari.

Several countries and human rights groups have offered aid as rescue teams scramble to find survivors under the debris and rubble.

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) said the country faces “an unprecedented humanitarian crisis,” in the wake of the disaster.

Ciaran Donelly, IRC’s senior vice president for crisis response, said the challenges in Libya “are immense, with phone lines down and heavy destruction hampering rescue efforts.” He added that climate change
has compounded the “steadily deteriorating” situation in the country after years of conflict and instability.

People inspect an area damaged by flash floods in Derna, in eastern Libya, on Monday. People inspect an area damaged by flash floods in Derna, in eastern Libya, on Monday. -/AFP/AFP via Getty Images
Turkish aircraft delivering humanitarian aid have arrived in Libya, according to Turkey’s Emergency Management Authority (AFAD) on Tuesday.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said the country would send 168 search and rescue teams and humanitarian aid to Benghazi, according to state run news agency Anadoulu Agency on Tuesday.

Italy is sending a civil defense team to assist with rescue operations, the country’s Civil Protection Department said Tuesday.

People stand in a damaged road as a powerful storm and heavy rainfall flooded hit Shahhat city, Libya, September 11, 2023. People stand in a damaged road as a powerful storm and heavy rainfall flooded hit
Shahhat city, Libya, September 11, 2023. Omar Jarhman/Reuters The US Embassy in Tripoli, Libya, announced that its special envoy, ambassador Richard Norland, had made an official declaration of
humanitarian need.

This “will authorize initial funding that the United States will provide in support of relief efforts in Libya. We are coordinating with UN partners and Libyan authorities to assess how best to target official US
assistance,” it posted on X (formally known as Twitter).

United Arab Emirates President, Zayed Al Nahyan, has directed to send aid and search and rescue teams while offering his condolences to those affected by the catastrophe, state news agency reported.

Egypt’s President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi sent a military delegation, led by the Egypt’s Armed Forces’ chief of staff Osama Askar, whom arrived in Libya on Tuesday to coordinate the provision of logistical and
humanitarian assistance.

The storm reached a peak in northeastern Libya on Monday, according to a statement from the World Meteorological Organization, citing Libya’s National Meteorological Centre.

Libya’s storm follows deadly flooding in many other parts of the globe including southern Europe and Hong Kong.

CNN’s Laura Paddison, Celine Alkhaldi, Barbie Nadeau, Sharon Braithwaite, Stephanie Halasz, Zahid Mahmood, Nadeen Ebrahim, Monica Sarbu and AnneClaire Stapleton contributed reporting

How Libya’s chaos left its people vulnerable to deadly flooding (Associated Press) By Jack Lafferty 
August 24, 2023

LONDON (AP) — A storm that has killed thousands of people and left thousands more missing in Libya is the latest blow to a country that has been
gutted by years of chaos and division.

The floods are the most fatal environmental disaster in the country’s modern history. Years of war and lack of a central government have left it with crumbling infrastructure that was vulnerable to the intense
rains. Libya is currently the only country yet to develop a climate strategy, according to the United Nations.

The north African country has been divided between rival administrations and beset by militia conflict since NATO-backed Arab Spring uprising toppled autocratic ruler Moammar Gadhafi in 2011.

The city of Derna in the country’s east saw the most destruction, as large swaths of riverside buildings vanished, washed away after two dams burst.

Here’s a look at why the storm was so destructive and what obstacles stand in the way of getting aid to those who need it most:

TWO GOVERNMENTS, TWO PRIME MINISTERS

Since 2014. Libya has been split between two rival governments, each backed by international patrons and numerous armed militias on the ground.

In Tripoli, Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah heads Libya’s internationally recognized government. In Benghazi, the rival prime minister, Ossama Hamad, heads the eastern administration, which is backed
by powerful military commander Khalifa Hiftar.

Both governments and the eastern commander have separately pledged to help the rescue efforts in the flood-affected areas, but they have no record of successful cooperation.

Rival parliaments have for years failed to unify despite international pressure, including planned elections in 2021 that were never held.

As recent as 2020, the two sides were in an all-out war. Hifter’s forces besieged Tripoli in a year-long failed military campaign to try to capture the capital, killing thousands. Then in 2022, former eastern leader
Fathi Basagah tried to seat his government in Tripoli before clashes between rival militias forced him to withdraw.

The support of regional and world powers has further entrenched the divisions. Hifter’s forces are backed by Egypt, Russia, Jordan and the United Arab Emirates, while the west Libya administration is backed
by Turkey, Qatar and Italy.

The UAE, Egypt and Turkey are all helping rescue efforts on the ground. But as of Tuesday, rescue operations were struggling to reach Derna.

Claudia Gazzini, a senior Libya analyst at International Crisis Group, says the problem is partially logistical with many of the roads entering the port city having been severed by the storm. But political strife
also plays a role.

“International efforts to send rescue teams have to go through the Tripoli-based government,” said Gazzini. That means permissions to allow aid inside the most affected areas have to be approved by rival
authorities.

She was skeptical the Benghazi government could manage the problem alone, she said.

GROWING UNREST AND DISCONTENT

The flooding follows a long line of problems born from the country’s lawlessness.

Last month, protests broke out across Libya after news broke of a secret meeting between the Libyan and Israeli foreign ministers. The demonstrations turned into a movement calling for Debibah to resign.

Earlier in August, sporadic fighting broke out between two rival militia forces in the capital, killing at least 45 people, a reminder of the influence rogue armed groups wield across Libya.

Libya has become a major transit point for Middle Eastern and African migrants fleeing conflict and poverty to seek a better life in Europe. Militias and human traffickers have benefited from the instability in
Libya, smuggling migrants across borders from six nations, including Egypt, Algeria and Sudan.

Meanwhile, Libya’s rich oil reserves have done little to help its population. The production of crude oil, Libya’s most valued export, has at times slowed to a trickle due to blockades and security threats to
companies. Allocation of oil revenues has become a key point of disagreement.

TALE OF A NEGLECTED CITY

Much of Derna was constructed when Libya was under Italian occupation in the first half of the 20th century. It became famous for its scenic white beachfront houses and palm gardens.

But in the aftermath of Gaddafi’s ouster in 2011, it disintegrated into a hub for Islamist extremist groups, was bombarded by Egyptian airstrikes and later besieged by forces loyal to Hiftar. The city was taken by
Hiftar’s forces in 2019.

Like other cities in the east of the country, it has not seen much rebuilding or investment since the revolution. Most of its modern infrastructure was constructed during the Gaddafi era, including the toppled
Wadi Derna dam, built by a Yugoslav company in the mid 1970s.

According to Jalel Harchaoui, an associate fellow specializing in Libya at the London-based Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, Hiftar views the city and its population with
suspicion, and has been reluctant to allow it too much independence. Last year, for instance, a massive reconstruction plan for the city was led by outsiders from Benghazi and elsewhere, not natives of Derna.

“Tragically, this mistrust might prove calamitous during the upcoming post-disaster period,” Harchaoui said.

Associated Press writer Cara Anna contributed to this report from Nairobi, Kenya.
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Central African Republic faces humanitarian crisis with 2.4 million people needing aid, UN says (Newsday) By Associated Press
September 7, 2023

UNITED NATIONS — Central African Republic is facing a humanitarian crisis with 2.4 million people in need of assistance and the U.N.’s $534 million
appeal only 36% funded, a U.N. official said Wednesday.

Mohamed Ag Ayoya, deputy special representative for the U.N. peacekeeping mission in the country, told a news conference that 10 years of conflict have displaced half a million people within the country while
700,000 have fled to neighboring countries. Mineral-rich but impoverished CAR has a population of 6 million.

But Ayoya said CAR has also opened its doors to 38,000 returnees and asylum-seekers from Chad, and more recently to 18,000 returnees and asylum seekers from another neighbor, Sudan, where a conflict
between rival generals and their supporters is now in its fifth month.

Ayoya stressed that CAR “is not just a humanitarian crisis, it’s also actually a protection and a gender crisis.”

In the first six months of 2023, there have been an “extremely high” number of cases of gender-based violence – 11,000 – and the number is probably higher because these cases aren’t always reported, he said.

CAR has faced intercommunal fighting since 2013, when predominantly Muslim Seleka rebels seized power and forced then-President Francois Bozize from office. Mostly Christian militias later fought back,
also targeting civilians in the streets. The United Nations estimates the fighting has killed thousands.

CAR's President Faustin Archange Touadera has developed close ties to Russia and its Wagner mercenary group whose forces have served as his personal bodyguards. Wagner has also protected the capital of
Bangui from rebel threats and helped Touadera win the July 30 constitutional referendum that could extend his power indefinitely.

Following the death of Wagner’s leader Yevgeny Prigozhin in a plane crash in Russia last month, the Republican Front in the Central African Republic, which is allied with the country’s ruling party, reiterated
its support for Russia and Wagner, saying they were “determined to fight alongside the African people as they struggle for self-determination.”

Ayoya said security in the country has improved and humanitarian workers have been able to access areas that they couldn’t for the past 10 years. He said there are armed groups and security issues around
CAR’s borders with Sudan, Chad and South Sudan and minefields and explosives in the west.

He said the widespread presence of the U.N. peacekeeping force, known as MINUSCA, and its mandate that includes protecting humanitarian convoys “has been very, very helpful.”

Ayoya urged the international community to keep a spotlight on the humanitarian crisis and the need for more funding for CAR, which he called “Africa’s overlooked middle child, one that is … landlocked and
often forgotten, inside a troubled region becoming even more troubled with the new events that are happening over the past few weeks.”

He said U.N. humanitarian appeals for the country in 2021 and 2022 were around 95% funded – and the current appeal’s funding of just 36% at this time of year is very worrying. The U.N. announced Tuesday
it was giving CAR $6.5 million from its emergency relief fund.

Ayoya also stressed that CAR needs longer-term solutions and funds for development. “We cannot continue really just doing firefighting,” he said.

What Wagner’s post-Prigozhin future looks like on the ground in the Central African Republic (CNN) By Sebastian Shukla, Brent Swails, Clarissa Ward and Scott McWhinnie
September 18, 2023

On his final trip to the Central African Republic (CAR) last month, the former Wagner boss Yevgeny Prigozhin visited la Maison Russe, or the Russian
House, a cultural center near the Russian embassy in the capital, where he posed for selfies with his lieutenants and locals.

The institute, and its diverse activities, are stark examples of how the mercenary group has become a stand-in for the Russian state in the country, and a symbol of the challenges ahead for President Vladimir
Putin as he tries to pull back control.

Since Prigozhin’s attempted coup in June and subsequent death in a plane crash outside Moscow just two months later, Russia has been engaged in a high-stakes scramble to centralize his empire on the African
continent, which includes thousands of fighters, a vast array of business holdings and multiple soft power initiatives such as this one.

As the Kremlin tries to get its arms around Wagner’s sprawling commercial network, what’s next for the group remains unclear. But signs of what the future may hold in the CAR, one of the organization’s first
client states and its laboratory on the continent, are beginning to emerge in Bangui. Here Russia appears to be consolidating Wagner’s operations while continuing to exert its influence. The message that
Moscow wants to project seems to be: it’s business as usual.

Russia’s dominance is visible everywhere. At roadside bars, locals sip Africa Ti L’Or beer and Wa-Na-Wa vodka manufactured by a company linked to Wagner. Meanwhile, Russian-donated fighter jets whistle
on sorties overhead.

At the cultural center, a Russian tricolor flag flutters above. Outside, a carousel topped with an onion dome spins in the courtyard.

“The Maison Russe is the nerve center of all of Wagner’s activities in the Central African Republic,” Nathalia Dukhan, a senior investigator at The Sentry, a US nonprofit that has monitored Wagner across the
country, told CNN.

According to The Sentry, the center is home to a diverse range of operations linked to Wagner’s business endeavors – the group uses it to sell its gold and diamonds and entertain VIPs. It runs events designed
to “spread Russian culture while promoting a pro-Moscow perception of international relations,” Dukhan said.

Mercenaries from the Wagner group have operated in the CAR since at least 2018, protecting President Faustin-Archange Touadera and training army recruits. Wagner troops have fought rebels in the
country’s civil conflict, which has lasted for more than a decade, while extending Russia’s reach in the mineral-rich nation. Wagner has secured a series of generous mining concessions in the country to prospect
for diamonds and gold, and is heavily involved in the timber industry.

All Eyes on Wagner, an open-source initiative tracking the group, said that the Russian House is incorporated as a business in Bangui yet has no links to the Rossotrudnichestvo agency, which is the Russian
state agency coordinating cultural institutes worldwide.

“Maison Russe… is a prime example of how the Wagner group has been a substitute to the Russian state,” All Eyes on Wagner told CNN. It added that it serves both Wagner and Russia’s interests: “Promoting
Wagner’s beers through exclusive events, projecting Wagner films, hosting Prigozhin and inviting Russian MoD delegations to give lectures on Russian-CAR military cooperation.”

The center has long been headed up by Dmitry Syty, a former Prigozhin deputy who has played “a leading role” in the CAR for Wagner, according to the European Council.

But Syty, who is sanctioned by the European Union and United States “for serious human rights abuses,” and survived an assassination attempt in December 2022, may have been replaced.

Local media recently reported that a new director had taken over at the Russian House, referring to her as Nafisa. She was pictured in the photographs of Prigozhin on his final visit to the CAR but there is no
evidence of her having any affiliation with Wagner before April.

Access to the Russian House is extremely restricted. No Western journalists have been granted access, and CNN’s requests to film at the center were repeatedly rebuffed by the supposedly new director. When a
CNN team visited the site using a hidden camera, she introduced herself as Nafisa Kiryanova.

Drawing on social media accounts and other linked profiles, CNN has discovered that she also goes by another name: Anfisa Alexandrovna Kiryanova. A YouTube channel linked to Kiryanova reveals that as
recently as nine months ago she was sharing video reviews of cosmetics. On a resume shared online, she claims to have worked as a translator and attended the Sorbonne in Paris and Moscow State Linguistic
University.

Dressed in local clothing and silver high heels, she gave CNN a brief tour of the institute. In three tents outside the center, Russian language classes were taking place, while Russian movies were being screened
in a cinema room.

A masked man, who appeared to be a Wagner mercenary, walked past the tents to a parking lot behind. Kiryanova would not confirm who he was or show CNN the restricted area where he was headed.

When CNN pushed Kiryanova about her appearance in the background of photographs taken of Prigozhin at the center, she was evasive, asking: “Oh my God, can you show me that?” After being shown the
pictures, she begrudgingly conceded: “Okay, yeah, that’s good.”

Speaking about Prigozhin’s visit and the future of Wagner in the CAR, Kiryanova said that his death meant nothing for Russia’s mission in the country.

“Does it change anything if, I don’t know, the president of your country dies? Does it mean that your country ceases to exist?… The mission continues to be, the Russian cultural mission continues to be,” she
said.

Asked who oversaw the center now, Kiryanova said Syty was “responsible for the head of the whole mission and he runs some other directions.”

Syty and Wagner’s security adviser to President Touadera, Vitali Perfilev, who is also sanctioned by the US and European Union, are among Wagner’s old guard still on the ground in the CAR as of late last
week. A diplomatic official speaking to CNN on the condition of anonymity said that the two men had gone back to Moscow and returned, suggesting they had signed new contracts with Russia’s Ministry of
Defence.

Both have retreated into the shadows in recent months and refused CNN’s repeated requests for interviews.

The diplomatic official said Wagner made a lasting mark on the CAR with only about 1,000 mercenaries on the ground. Now, Russia is embarking on a concerted reorganization, with an attempt to lower
Wagner’s operating costs in the CAR, the official said. That effort is two pronged: to force fighters to sign new contracts and pull them back to concentrate control in major population centers.

In July and August, Ilyushin IL-76 transport planes were rotating weekly to take fighters back to Moscow to sign contracts, the official said, adding that an estimated 150 have not returned.

There are obvious signs of a reconcentration of troops across the capital.

Wagner mercenaries drive around Bangui in unmarked pickup trucks painted a green or sand color. They are out on the streets and shop at grocery stores, clad in balaclavas to pick up cookies, bananas, and
bottles of Coca-Cola. Wagner protocol dictates they must always cover their faces – even in situations such as browsing for shoes at a flea market.

Despite the failed Wagner mutiny and Prigozhin’s subsequent death thousands of miles to the north, little has changed for the CAR’s relationship with Russia, according to Fidèle Gouandjika, a senior adviser to
President Touadera.

CNN met with Gouandjika at his mansion in the capital. Tall and greying, he wore a T-shirt emblazoned with the message “Je suis Wagner” – “I am Wagner,” in French – claiming it was given to him by
Prigozhin himself. “He was my friend, he was my best friend in front of all central African people,” he said of the late mercenary boss.

“The Russians gave us peace,” he said, adding: “we are very glad that Mr. Yevgeny Prigozhin in little time, one year, pushed out the rebels, and our country is occupied by our army 100%.”

Gouandjika claimed that Putin spoke to Touadera recently and reassured him that: “‘Everything will be like yesterday. It will be better tomorrow and after tomorrow. So we have no regrets.’”

CNN’s Gianluca Mezzofiore contributed to this report.
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Darfur victims await justice at ICC as Sudan war rages on (Al Jazeera) By Mat Nashed
September 7, 2023

Sudanese activists hope the International Criminal Court (ICC) will provide justice for the victims of crimes committed in Darfur two decades ago,
even as fresh abuses are reported in a new war that has enveloped large parts of Sudan.

Many blamed a climate of impunity for emboldening old and new perpetrators to commit grave crimes, amid the nationwide conflict between the Sudanese army and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF).

Rights groups and the United Nations have accused the RSF of committing summary executions, burying victims in mass graves and using rape as a weapon of war. The United States responded to these reports
by sanctioning two senior RSF commanders on September 6.

“The crimes committed under [former President] Omar al-Bashir in 2003 are the reason for the crimes being committed today. He’s the one that gave legitimacy and power to the Arab militias [that later
become the RSF],” said Selma Ahmed,* a human rights lawyer from West Darfur who fled to Egypt in May.

Despite the new cycle of violence, some form of justice for thousands of victims may finally be within reach. The ICC’s Chief Prosecutor Karim Khan said in August that the case against former Sudanese Arab
militia leader Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-al-Rahman – better known as Ali Kushayb – should conclude early next year.

Al-Bashir and three other suspects are not in the custody of the ICC, yet a conviction against Kushayb could establish a precedent of accountability amid efforts to gather evidence for fresh investigations,
experts and activists told Al Jazeera.

“Kushayb is the biggest perpetrator who is responsible for killing probably the most people [in 2003],” said Mohamad Sharif, a human rights lawyer who fled West Darfur to Chad in June. Building a case

Kushayb faces 31 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity for acts that he allegedly committed between 2003 and 2004.

At the time, he was commanding one of the Arab tribal militias that the government outsourced to crush an insurgency by mostly non-Arab armed groups who were rebelling against Darfur’s political and
economic marginalisation.

Many of those Arab militias, known as the Janjaweed, were later repackaged into the RSF in 2013.

The indictments against Kushayb are supported by 56 witnesses who appeared before the court when Khan presented his case in April.

Despite the mounting evidence, Emma DiNapoli, a human rights lawyer who focuses on Sudan, suspects that Kushayb’s lawyers will argue that he did not receive training in international human rights law and
that he did not commit crimes that violate Sudanese law.

“Those would be bad arguments [if they make them] because crimes like genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity are all customary law,” DiNapoli told Al Jazeera.

Meanwhile, human rights monitors in Darfur are gathering evidence of new crimes committed since the outbreak of the war on April 15. In July, activists told Al Jazeera that they welcomed Khan’s
announcement that he was launching a new probe.

But Somaya Amin*, an activist who fled Darfur to Uganda in May, said that the court must assume a more active role in helping monitors document evidence.

“We need help with classification and documentation. We need help from the court in order to build cases against criminals [from the RSF and the army],” she told Al Jazeera over the phone.

“We are asking the court to listen to the voices affected by this war and to especially investigate reports of sexual violence,” she added.

Fear of reprisal

Some activists fear that any sentence against Kushayb or new indictments issued by the ICC could put more people at risk.

Ahmed, the lawyer now in Egypt, told Al Jazeera that there is a precedent of human rights monitors and witnesses of atrocities being threatened and killed.

She referenced an attack on a camp housing non-Arab, internally displaced people in January 2021 in West Darfur, where Arab militias and RSF fighters killed more than 160 people, according to Amnesty
International.

Human rights lawyers from West Darfur said that about 20 of the victims were killed for opening up police reports against Arab fighters and RSF commanders who attacked the same camp a year earlier.

“The attackers came to kill the witnesses in their homes after threatening them [for weeks] over the phone,” she told Al Jazeera. “The others that didn’t die in the attack refused to open new cases against the
perpetrators.”

The RSF and allied Arab militias are accused of having settled more scores during the war. In May, they killed attorney Khamis Arbab, according to activist groups and people close to him, for his role in
building cases against RSF fighters for involvement in attacks on displacement camps.

Sharif, who was his friend and colleague on the case, warned that activists should think twice before helping the ICC gather incriminating evidence. He worries that the court won’t be able to protect
communities from reprisal.

“I’m scared of anyone submitting documents or evidence to the court or cooperating with the court,” he told Al Jazeera from a refugee camp in Chad.

“I’m scared that we’ll all get killed due to the procedures of the ICC.”

Civilian protection

The ICC is tasked with pursuing justice for the gravest crimes in the world and should not be expected to deter abuses, said Mohamad Osman, Sudan researcher for Human Rights Watch.

He said that the task of protecting civilians was the mandate of the joint United Nations and African Union peacekeeping mission (UNAMID). However, the UN Security Council terminated UNAMID’s mandate
at the start of 2020, despite mounting violence in Darfur.

“The failure to protect civilians is more due to the lack of peacekeepers than the ICC,” Osman said.

DiNapoli added that the court can at least protect witnesses who testify by using voice or face distortion and pseudonyms. As a last resort, the court could also relocate witnesses and their families if they are
believed to be in grave danger.

However, the ICC cannot protect entire communities or activists and has no power to provide security for anyone not involved in a case.

“We’re coming up against the limits of what the ICC’s protection mandate can do,” DiNapoli said.

Despite the danger, Ahmed believes that many human rights monitors will help the court since they realise that violence will not stop until perpetrators fear repercussions.

That’s why she and many others hope Kushayb gets convicted.

“If the ICC sentences Kushayb, then his victims will finally get their right to justice,” she told Al Jazeera.

“His victims will rejoice.”

Lundin case: a Swiss oil executive on trial for Sudan war crimes (SwissInfo) By Julia Crawford
September 8, 2023

Former Lundin Petroleum CEO Schneiter and the firm's former Swedish chairman Ian Lundin, both resident in Switzerland, are appearing in court in
Stockholm. They are suspected of fuelling Sudan’s oil wars in 1997-2003, or at least wilfully turning a blind eye, as Khartoum-backed forces and
militias committed grave abuses against civilians, to “secure” an oilfield where Lundin was operating in southern Sudan. These abuses, according to
the Swedish prosecution, included bombings, shooting at civilians from helicopter gunships and burning villages and crops.

But the two executives deny all charges. Speaking to the press at the Stockholm district court as the trial started, Ian Lundin said all the accusations were false and “we look forward to defending ourselves in a
court of law”.

“This is really a key landmark case,” Swiss lawyer Gerald Pachoud, an expert on corporate liability told SWI swissinfo.ch. “We have been discussing the possibility of executives being sued for war crimes
because of their business operations, but it was mostly a theoretical possibility until now. This case shows that businesses and business executives need to be extremely careful when they are operating in
conflict zones.”

The only other such case so far is one against cement firm Lafarge, now part of the Swiss Holcim group, which is being sued in France for crimes against humanity for keeping a factory running in Syria during
the civil war and allegedly making payments to jihadist groups including Islamic State.

Pachoud says this trial has both judicial and political resonance well beyond the borders of Sweden. “It highlights the role that all states including Switzerland -- and there is a Swiss connection here -- have to
play in warning or advising businesses connected to them that operate in difficult environments,” he told SWI.

In many countries, companies have contacts with the embassies of their home country, he says, and embassies could play a bigger role in warning of human rights risks. They may already do this, he says, but
the channel is under-exploited. Company executives should be aware of the risks, but in fairness may not know them as well as the diplomats.

In addition, he says, Switzerland is a hub for commodities companies and multinationals like Lundin, “which underlines that Switzerland has a direct interest to make sure that companies based in its territory
behave abroad. It’s part of the reputation of Switzerland.”

Lundin Petroleum (now renamed and mainly sold off) was also present in Switzerland. In 2018, Swiss police cooperated with their Swedish counterparts to launch joint raids on the company’s offices in
Stockholm and Geneva.

Long and complex trial

As Ian Lundin told the press, the two former executives have had these charges hanging over them for more than decade. Despite expensive lawyers and various appeals, the trial is now going ahead. But it will
be a long haul. It is scheduled to last until February 2026, with hearings three days a week. Thirty-four victims have joined as civil parties, and 57 witnesses will be heard, including high profile ones like former
Swedish Prime Minister Carl Bildt, former German Interior Minister Gerhard Baum and former African affairs director at the US National Security Council John Prendergast. “International cases are always
difficult to prosecute, because you need to be able to find the witnesses, it’s often difficult to go and investigate on location.” says Pachoud. “But despite all that, they took the decision to go ahead with the trial,
so I am sure the prosecution has a fairly robust case.”

In addition to being long and complex, the charge of complicity could also be hard to prove. “The challenge with complicity is that quite often you need to demonstrate shared intent and that’s rally a tough
hurdle. But in this case, it seems that the evidence is quite overwhelming because of the atrocities that were linked, because of the apparent wilful blindness of Lundin’s operations in Sudan,” Pachoud adds.

Whatever the outcome, this trial is a strong symbol. “The important thing is that the trial is taking place,” says Pachoud. “The result is almost – and I stress almost – not that important. The fact that they are
getting sued and the trial is taking place is really an important signal for businesses.”

Under Swedish law, the two accused could face up to life imprisonment if convicted. It seems we will have to wait at least two years to find out.

Air raid kills 46 in one of the worst attacks in Sudan war, say activists (Agence France-Presse) By AFP
September 10, 2023

Air strikes killed at least 46 people and injured dozens on Sunday at a Khartoum market, local activists said, one of the deadliest single attacks in
Sudan's nearly five months of war.

The bombing in the south of Sudan's capital came about a week after another air strike, also in southern Khartoum, killed 20 civilians on September 2, according to activists.

The number of victims in Sunday's "Qouro market massacre" had risen to 46 by evening, said the local resistance committee, one of many groups that used to organise pro-democracy protests and now provide
assistance during the war.

In its statement, the committee revised an earlier toll of 30 killed. It added there were "dozens wounded" and said casualties continued to pour into the nearby Bashair hospital.

"At about 7:15 am (0515 GMT), military aircraft bombarded the Qouro market area," the committee said.

The hospital had issued an "urgent appeal" for all medical professionals in the area to come and help treat the "increasing number of injured people arriving".

A conservative estimate from the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project says nearly 7,500 people have been killed in the war that began on April 15 between army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and his
former deputy, Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, who commands the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

In early July an air strike on a residential area of Omdurman, Khartoum's sister city, killed around two dozen people and drew condemnation from the United Nations. Millions uprooted

The armed forces control the skies over Khartoum, while RSF fighters continue to dominate the city's streets.

The army has been accused of repeated indiscriminate shelling of the residential areas where the paramilitaries have embedded themselves, including by evicting families and taking over homes.

Positioning themselves in civilian occupied neighbourhoods and buildings is "a potential violation of the Geneva Conventions," the US-supported Sudan Conflict Observatory has said.

It added that the Sudanese Armed Forces "would still be required to ensure that civilian harm is minimised regardless of whether a target has been made a legitimate military target."

On Sunday RSF accused the military of the "air strikes against civilians in the south of Khartoum."

The armed forces denied attacking the market, saying it "directs its strikes against rebel gatherings, crowds and bases as legitimate military targets, and fully adheres to international humanitarian law."

In addition to the capital, fighting has been mainly been concentrated in the western region of Darfur.

Western countries have accused the RSF and allied militias of killings based on ethnicity in Darfur, and the International Criminal Court has opened a new probe into alleged war crimes. After months of
combat, neither side has been able to seize a decisive advantage.

UN data show that around 2.8 million people have fled the Sudanese capital, whose pre-war population was around five million.

Those who cannot or refuse to leave Khartoum remain trapped by air strikes, artillery fire and street battles, forced to ration precious water and electricity.

A total of more than five million people have been forced to flee their homes in Sudan, according to the UN, one million of them across borders.

In the early months of the war, truces brokered by the United States and Saudi Arabia were systematically violated before the two mediators adjourned talks in June.

Recent moves by Burhan, including trips to Egypt, South Sudan and Qatar, signalled a potential return to diplomacy, though both he and Daglo continue to trade hostile statements.

USA and Darfur lawyers condemn violence in Sudan (Radio Dabanga) By Dabanga
September 15, 2023

Battles between the Sudanese army and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) continued in parts of Khartoum state on Thursday. The US State Department
has expressed its concern about the number of civilians being killed in the ongoing violence. The Darfur Bar Association announced the start of its
investigation into war crimes in Nyala, capital of South Darfur.

One person was killed, and seven others were critically injured in continued fighting in Omdurman, a listener told Radio Dabanga. Shelling was also reported from Sharg El Nil (East Nile) in Khartoum North.
The US State Department yesterday called on the two warring parties to comply with their obligations under international humanitarian law. Both the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the RSF agreed to commit
to the protection of civilians when they signed the Jeddah Declaration on May 11, and noted the failure of both sides to fulfil the pledges. Washington expressed its particular concern about the reported SAF
September 10 air strike in southern Khartoum that killed at least 43 people, the August 23 shelling exchange between the SAF and RSF that killed at least 27 people – most of them women and children – in
Nyala and continued shelling in a number of areas, including with the use of barrel bombs. “Both parties have instigated unrelenting violence that has caused death and destruction across Sudan,” the statement
concludes. “The warring parties must end this brutal conflict. The Sudanese people deserve freedom, peace, and justice.” The Darfur Bar Association (DBA) similarly condemned the continued attacks on
innocent civilians by both sides of the conflict. The lawyers referred to mass killings in El Haj Yousef and Hillet Kuku in Khartoum North and airstrikes on Nyala on Wednesday, stressing that Nyala has
remained under the siege of death by both sides of the conflict from the first days of the war until now. In a statement yesterday, they announced investigations into the airstrikes on neighbourhoods in Nyala on
Wednesday, which left at least 40 people dead and dozens wounded, and other war crimes and crimes against humanity in the city. The DBA further condemned “the damaging and desecration of places of
worship” in the South Darfur capital, noting the case of the Sheikh Ata El Mannan Mosque in the El Wadi neighbourhood, where the windows were smashed, the Quran thrown on the ground. The attackers also
urinated and defecated inside the mosque.
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Rivalry among Boko Haram factions compounds violence in northern Nigeria (Al Jazeera) By Festus Iyorah
September 8, 2023

Three years ago, Hussaini Abubakar feared the worst when armed men on motorbikes and in military camouflage stormed Damari, his village in
Kaduna, northwest Nigeria.

Unlike the bandits who have been troubling the region over the last decade and whose terror routines Abubakar’s community knew too well, these attackers were different.

“They were Ansaru jihadists, and some of them are Boko Haram terrorists who are previously terrorising northeastern states,” the 37-year-old farmer told Al Jazeera.

“We were honestly scared of how they were moving with sophisticated weapons, and their arrival led to clashes with bandits, which denied us [farmers] access to farms. That is why our farms remain bushy, and
some farmers are migrating.”

Boko Harm, the sect officially known as Jama’at Ahl al-Sunna li-Da’wa wal-Jihad (JAS), was formed in 2002 in northeast Nigeria. Seven years later, its founder Mohammed Yusuf, was killed by security
agencies, sparking an onslaught by the group that has killed thousands and displaced over 2.5 million people in a never-ending conflict.

And now splits in the group have compounded the dangers that regular people in northern Nigeria face.

In recent years, local authorities in northwest Nigeria have been raising the alarm about the operations of Ansaru, one of its former factions, alongside bandits in Kaduna, which sits as a connector between the
region and central Nigeria.

“Ansaru is not different from Boko Haram,” Baban Abba, a Kaduna-based security analyst, told Al Jazeera. “They are doing what Boko Haram did in the northeast, only with different tactics.”

Formed in 2011, Ansaru was led initially by commanders who disagreed with the late Abubakar Shekarau’s ultra-takfir – an approach that justifies the killings of other Muslims deemed to be unbelievers.

The group reappeared in 2019 as an Al-Qaeda franchise in Nigeria after years underground, absorbing former JAS fighters who fled the northeast due to offensives in the Lake Chad area by a multinational force
comprising Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria.

Ansaru offered to protect vulnerable Muslim-majority communities like Damari from marauding bandits, a strategy analysts say was meant to garner support in their fight against the government. It worked,
and Ansaru gained the people’s trust but established a proto-state and instilled fear in residents.

“We can’t go to our farms until we pay for levy, and they also forced the total closure of our local markets,” Ayuba Aminu, a 32-year-old farmer, told Al Jazeera. “They enforced different rules, such as a ban on
cigarette sales. They kill whoever disobeys.”

Last year, Ansaru lost the villages under its control – Damari and Kuyello – to local bandits, followed by heavy losses to the Nigerian military offensive that left the group spineless from protecting vulnerable
Muslim communities. Consequently, the villages have become a crime-free-for-all zone – comprising former JAS members, Ansaru, and bandits, bringing Abubakar’s fears to reality.

Internal rifts The other Boko Haram factions have also found a sphere of influence outside their roots in the northeast. In 2016, the group split into two over doctrinal differences and the administrative style of
its leader, Abubakar Shekau. One faction aligned more with the Islamic State – to which JAS previously pledged allegiance – and called itself the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP).

An ISWAP-led attack on Sambisa forest, long known as JAS’s base, in 2021 culminated in the death of Shekau.

ISWAP became the dominant faction, using guerilla warfare to target the Nigerian army and collecting taxes while providing water, healthcare, and security in some communities in Borno.

According to a 2019 report by Crisis Group, ISWAP tactics contributed to a notable drop in civilian casualties in the northeast and a rise in military deaths between 2018 and 2019.

In addition, data from the Nigerian Security tracker, which has been monitoring monthly fatalities involving Boko Haram and state actors since 2011, showed an increase in the number of state actors deaths
between 2018 and 2020.

Specifically, 140 state actors were killed in November 2018, as opposed to 49 civilian casualties, and 185 were killed in May 2020, compared to 13 civilian deaths.

Meanwhile, JAS, under the leadership of Bakura, has been evolving in tactics too.

“Interestingly, Bakura has been copying the taxation system [of ISWAP], Vincent Foucher, senior West Africa Analyst at Crisis Group, told Al Jazeera. “We’ve seen a development of more regulations with
civilians in the last few months … but I still believe ISWAP has a more sustainable model because of its governance, taxation system and advice it receives from ISIS.”

In 2021, ISWAP sought a merger with JAS to consolidate its influence in the region. The request was rebuffed.

Instead, JAS launched two devastating attacks against ISWAP in 2022; the first killed 33 wives of ISWAP militants in Sambisa. The second was a surprise January 1 attack on its rival’s armoury base at three
villages by the shores of Lake Chad. An unknown number of rebels were killed in the onslaught led by Doron Bakura, a self-appointed successor to Shekau.

Between February and March 2023, ISWAP launched reprisals that killed no fewer than 200 JAS fighters, women and children in parts of Borno, according to local media reports.

“This fight is not something new…both are struggling to have control of the regions in the north,” Murtala Ahmed Rufa’i, associate professor of Peace and Conflict Studies at Usmanu Danfodiyo University
Sokoto, told Al Jazeera.

An expanding operation As the conflict rages on, these factions and other armed groups have expanded operations elsewhere in northern Nigeria by seeking new partners.

Yusuf’s death in 2009 caused a ripple effect in Niger state, next door to the capital, Abuja, as authorities expelled a conservative Islamic sect called Darul Salam. Some of its members headed to the northeast to
join Boko Haram. Others joined local bandits in the northwest, raising funds through ransom kidnappings and cattle rustling.

In 2019, several JAS fighters returned to Niger State, disguised as Darul Salam. They conducted numerous attacks, prompting the military to raid their camps the following year.

“Establishing Daru Salam was more like a satellite camp [for Shekau and JAS],” said Rufa’i, who has extensively studied the group and visited its base.

After Shekau’s death, more JAS fighters joined this sect rather than defect to ISWAP or surrender to the army. This birthed a new threat in a thinly policed region already burdened by multiple militias.

Some groups are now collaborating, exchanging knowledge of the terrain or skills in building grenades and IEDs. Analysts say a March 2022 Abuja-Kaduna train attack, where over 62 passengers were
abducted, was an example of this partnership.

“Virtually all the jihadist groups in Nigeria have their presence in Kaduna [and] we will [soon] start having a series of rivalry and clashes for territorial control,” Rufa’i told Al Jazeera. “And if you study the
geography of the northwest, [these] states are interlinked. From Kaduna [northwest], they can easily move to Niger [north-central]; from Kaduna, they can move to Katsina and Zamfara [northwest].”

Unlike JAS, ISWAP has had less success collaborating with bandits in the northeast, partly due to the latter’s anti-ultra-takfir stance.

However, they have been reportedly working with cells of armed groups and launched attacks on churches in central and northwest Nigeria in 2022. That July, ISWAP claimed it had attacked medium-security
prison Kuje in Abuja, releasing hundreds of criminals, including 69 inmates described by state authorities as “high-profile Boko Haram terrorists”.

Meanwhile, local media has reported cracks within ISWAP in Lake Chad due to its rift with Bakura’s JAS, leading to defections from the former to the latter.

In northern Borno, ISWAP expelled former JAS fighters in its camp over suspected sabotage and continued loyalty to JAS. Analysts say this development is evidence of mounting challenges for the ISIS
franchise.

“There’s a paradox here,” said Foucher. “ISWAP hoped that killing Shekau would be such a big win, but the big win has … resulted in its weakening.”

As that rivalry continues, the al-Qaeda-backed Ansaru sect has started to partner with bandits in northwest Nigeria.

In August 2023, a Nigerian military aircraft crashed, killing at least two dozen security operatives in Niger state. Ansaru’s benefactor, the infamous banditry kingpin Dogo Gide, claimed responsibility for
shooting it down, sparking alarm bells.

“The biggest implication is the possibility of Al Qaeda gaining a foothold in Nigeria’s largest state,” MacHarry Confidence, geopolitical security analyst at Lagos-based SBM Intelligence, told Al Jazeera. “And it
would be a battle Nigeria’s security services will struggle to win given how stretched thin they are [and] the sheer size of territory they have lost in recent years.”

Biafra: Over 20,000 Igbo killed since 2013 – IPOB alleges (Vanguard News) By Ugochukwu Alaribe
September 14, 2023

The Indigenous People of Biafra, IPOB, has said that over 20,000 Igbo people have been killed or declared missing after being abducted by the
Nigerian security forces, since 2013.

The group accused the federal government of pursuing ethnic hatred against the Igbo through arbitrary arrest, detention and extrajudicial murder by the Police, military, and Department of State Services.

It also stated that before and after the Nigeria – Biafra war, the federal government of Nigeria has been pursuing ethnic hatred against Biafrans as a state policy.

IPOB explained that the ethnic hatred employed by the federal government against the Igbo was why its leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, embarked on the Biafra self- determination quest to separate Igbo from
ethnic profiling and hatred. The pro Biafra group called President Bola Tinubu’s attention on how Igbo people are being humiliated and victimized by the DSS and other security agencies.

It alleged that Igbo land, especially the South East zone, has been militarized with ethnic biased security agents who abduct Igbo youths for execution.

Media and Publicity Secretary of IPOB, Comrade Emma Powerful, alleged that the Boko Haram insurgents in military detention facilities in the North have been released without trial while innocent Biafrans,
particularly the Igbo, have been abducted and languishing in jails.

“These innocent people picked up by security forces along the streets are made to pay huge amounts of money or be branded IPOB or ESN and be executed. Some of the victims of illegal abductions are held
incommunicado, and their family members do not know of their whereabouts.

“This genocide is going on a daily basis in a supposed democratic country called Nigeria. Daily, a lot of Igbo youths are extra judicially killed or abducted and hauled into detention facilities without being
charged with any crime all over Nigeria. There is no region in Nigeria that is militarized like the South East Region. Most of the time, the Nigeria government sponsors violent criminals in the South East so that
they can justify their military siege on the region.

“The Nigeria government, through a back door court pronouncement, proscribed the peaceful movement of the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) in 2017. The federal government proscribed IPOB without
IPOB having a legal representation

“Which court gives judgment without hearing from the two parties except the Nigeria judiciary in their own court of law? This can only happen in Nigeria, where injustice reigns supreme. Nigeria judiciary is the
only judicial system that took a fourth position candidate and put him in the first position. The IPOB legal team challenged this black market under the table proscription. IPOB has been at the Court of Appeal
of Nigeria since 2018, but the Nigeria government suppressed the hearing of such appeal even when IPOB lawyers have fulfilled all the processes requirements.

“The Nigeria government, through her security forces capitalizing on the death of the justice system in Nigeria, anchors on the illegal proscription of IPOB to indiscriminately abduct and indefinitely detain
many Biafrans particularly Ndigbo. In all detention facilities across Nigeria, 95% percent of the inmates are innocent Biafrans. Today, almost all the people detained in the Department of State Services, DSS,
are innocent IPOB Biafran citizens. Even if you release all Boko Haram terrorists and bandits with the DSS, the facility will remain full of innocent Biafran civilians.

“IPOB is not violent and has never been involved in any terrorism act, yet the Nigeria government clamped down on us while romancing with the terrorists in the North. This is pure ethnic profiling, hatred, and
dehumanization.”
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Mali military camp is attacked a day after 49 civilians and 15 soldiers were killed in assaults (ABC News) By Baba Ahmed
September 7, 2023
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September 7, 2023

A military camp in Mali's restive north was attacked Friday, a day after two separate assaults by al-Qaida-linked insurgents killed 49 civilians and 15
government soldiers, the military said.

“Response and evaluation in progress,” the armed forces said in a brief statement about Friday's attack on a Malian military camp in the Gao region. Thursday's attacks targeted a passenger boat near the city of
Timbuktu on the Niger River and a military position in Bamba further downstream in Gao, the military junta said in a statement read on state television. It said responsibility for the attacks was claimed by
JNIM, an umbrella coalition of armed groups aligned with al-Qaida. The group issued a statement Friday saying it also attacked the military camp. The Niger River serves as an important transportation route
in Mali, where roads are inadequate. Mali is ranked the sixth least developed nation in the world, according to the United Nations human development index. Nearly half of the West African country’s 22 million
people live below the national poverty line. The situation is worse in rural areas where deadly jihadi attacks have threatened subsistence farming — many peoples’ only real option for making money. Thursday's
attack targeted a triple-decker passenger boat near the village of Zarho, about 90 kilometers (55 miles) east of Timbuktu. The statement said the government killed about 50 assailants while responding to the
attacks. It declared three days of national mourning to honor the civilians and soldiers killed in the attacks. Malian army spokesman Souleymane Dembélé attributed the high death toll to the inability of some
of the boat's passengers to swim, suggesting some might have drowned. “When the boat was attacked, the soldiers on board exchanged fire with the terrorists. Unfortunately, many civilians who couldn’t swim
jumped into the water,” Dembélé told The Associated Press. Al-Qaida-affiliated and Islamic State-linked groups have almost doubled the territory they control in Mali in less than a year, the United Nations said
in a report last month, as they take advantage of a weak government and of armed groups that signed a 2015 peace agreement. The stalled implementation of the peace deal and sustained attacks on
communities have offered the IS group and al-Qaida affiliates a chance “to re-enact the 2012 scenario,” the report said. That’s the year when a military coup took place in the country and rebels in the north
formed an Islamic state two months later. The extremist rebels were forced from power in the north with the help of a French-led military operation, but they moved from the arid north to more populated
central Mali in 2015 and remain active. In August 2020, Mali’s president was overthrown in a coup that included an army colonel who carried out a second coup and was sworn in as president in June 2021. He
developed ties to Russia’s military and Russia’s Wagner mercenary group whose head, Yevgeny Prigozhin, was killed in a plane crash in Russia on Aug. 23. Timbuktu, a fabled desert city and a UNESCO World
Heritage site, has been blockaded by armed groups since late August, when the Malian army deployed reinforcements to the region. The insurgents are preventing the desert city from being supplied with basic
goods. Over 30,000 residents have fled the city and a nearby region, according to an August report by the United Nations' humanitarian agency. The number of those in Mali who are affected by the violent
attacks and are in need of humanitarian aid has grown by 17% over the last year to more than 8.8 million people, one million of whom require immediate food and health assistance, according to Whitney
Elmer, deputy regional director for West and Central Africa at Mercy Corps, which has been assisting those in need. “It is a worsening situation, and it is hard to see things getting better in the immediate
future,” Elmer said. The deadly attacks come as the U.N. prepares to withdraw its 17,000-member peacekeeping mission, MINUSMA, from Mali at the government's request. The pullout is scheduled to be
completed by the end of the year. The U.N. deployed peacekeepers in 2013 and MINUSMA has become the most dangerous U.N. mission in the world, with more than 300 personnel killed. Growing insecurity
in Mali has increased instability in West Africa’s volatile Sahel region. The military vowed in the two coups since 2020 to stop the jihadi violence.

‘We need food and shelter’: farmers flee for their lives as terrorists attack villages in Mali (The Guardian) By Jason Burke
September 11, 2023

There was no warning. The raiders came late in the night, shouting and shooting. The unarmed farmers of Bujo had no chance to defend themselves,
and those who were too slow to flee died. By the morning, the villagers’ homes had been burned, livestock stolen and stores looted. They buried 17
victims in the communal graveyard and then walked the 15km to the nearby town of Bandiagara, where they remain.

The attack in mid-August was one of more than a dozen assaults last month on similar villages in a small area of central Mali that have killed at least 100 people and displaced tens of thousands.

“We are really completely lost. We need food, shelter, everything. We want to go home to our village but there is no one to keep us safe there,” said Wilas Bujo, a 59-year-old farmer who fled with 13 members of
his family to Bandiagara.

Last week, the threat to civilians in Mali was underlined by an attack on a passenger boat on the Niger River by al-Qaida affiliated militants from the Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) group. About
50 people died after three rockets were fired into the vessel in northern Mali. A government military base was attacked at the same time and 15 soldiers were killed.

Mali is one of the countries worst-hit by extremism in the central Sahel, which is the the global centre of terrorism, according to recent figures compiled by the Institute for Economics and Peace, a global
thinktank.

Although in 2022, terrorism deaths around the world decreased by 9% to 6,701, after remaining steady for four years, the toll rose in Mali rose to 944, a 56% increase . Most of the victims were civilians.

Analysts have said a series of complex and intractable social, economic, environmental and political crises underly the surging violence. One cause is the coup d’etat in 2021 in which a military regime ousted a
democratically elected leader. Mali’s new regime then forced out a substantial and unpopular French force and hired the Kremlin-linked Wagner group, which deployed about 1000 mercenary fighters.

In June, Mali’s new rulers demanded the withdrawal of Minusma, a 13,000-strong UN peacekeeping force set up more than a decade ago. The attacks on Bujo and other villages around Bandiagara in August
began only days after the UN force based nearby ended its decade-long deployment.

Similar attacks have been seen in northern Mali, too, following the UN pullout there. The city of Timbuktu has been blockaded by emboldened militants and there have been clashes in the town of Ber. A 2015
peace deal that ended a rebellion by some Tuareg communities is under threat, analysts said.

“The peace deal is hanging by a thread. With the absence of UN peacekeepers or a state presence, the collapse of the peace deal may provide safe havens for militant groups to expand their control across
northern and central Mali,” said Mucahid Durmaz, senior analyst at the risk intelligence company Verisk Maplecroft. “An uptick in violence could potentially cause a new wave of refugees who face high levels of
insecurity.”

There has been no claim of responsibility for the attacks around Bandiagara. Witnesses said their assailants shouted “Allahu Akbar”, which suggests at least some were Islamic militants, and the tactics resemble
those used by such extremists elsewhere in Mali. The villagers did not recognise any of the languages spoken by the attackers, and believe they came from some distance away.

One reason for the increase in violence may be the bitter rivalry between two major Islamist extremist organisations – the al-Qaida linked JNIM and Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) – which are both
trying to extend their territorial control and demonstrate their ability to impose their authority by force.

Control over communities is essential to extremist groups seeking recruits and funds. According to a UN expert report released last month, JNIM collects money and other resources “from almost all
communities in the north of Mali and elsewhere”, arguing that it needs to defend them against Islamic State.

“In order to gather support for resource mobilisation and seek voluntary contributions, JNIM has shifted its narrative from [fulfilling a religious duty] to [demanding] contributions to support the war effort
against Islamic State in the Greater Sahara and protect populations. According to the information received, contributions depend on each community’s capacity, size and economic weight,” the report said.

Islamic extremists also levy taxes on livestock, truck traffic as well as Mali’s extensive artisanal gold mining industry. Some have profited too from trafficking of fuel, narcotics, cigarettes and other contraband
across the Sahara. Ransom payments are another source of revenue. Though western hostages have attracted the most media attention, hundreds of Malians have also been abducted.

Villagers in Mali frequently find themselves caught between armed insurgent groups and government security forces. Successive offensives have implicated the Malian army and Wagner mercenaries in a series
of bloody massacres, extra-judicial executions, torture and indiscriminate detentions.

“We don’t want to be accused of being collaborators by the armed groups or by the army or the Russians,” said one village elder who was contacted by the Guardian in Bandiagara.

Local observers said that some of the villages around Bandiagara that have suffered recent attacks had concluded informal agreements with roaming extremist groups that should have kept them safe. These
were ignored by the extremists after village elders refused either to pass on local intelligence about the movements of government troops or to supply dozens of young men to serve as fighters.

“When the jihadists turn up and find that all the sons have gone, then they think the leaders are playing a trick and punish them,” another elder said.

Analysts pointed to political unrest, poor governance, unemployment, official corruption and lack of reliable information among the many factors aggravating insecurity and extremism in the Sahel.
Environmental crises caused by climate change have also played a part, exacerbating conflict over scant resources.

In Bandiagara, local people have mobilised to help those who have been displaced. But the money, food, bedding and other resources that they can share is inadequate. The town was short of water even before
its population was trebled by the influx.

Daniel Kené, who fled the village of Jomollo Kanda, 12km away, said many displaced villagers were staying with relatives or were sleeping in tents, schools or in the open despite lashing rain.

“We really need some help to get back home. We are farmers not townspeople, and it’s a time when we need to be in our fields if we are going to have a harvest in a few months,” Kené said.

“Every time we think things are going to get better, something else happens … We are beginning to lose hope.”

Five soldiers dead, eleven others missing after attack in northern Mali (Al Jazeera) September 19, 2023

An attack on two military camps in northern Mali claimed by armed rebel groups killed five soldiers, while 11 others are missing, the army said late
Monday.

The army said on social media that it had also lost a plane during the fighting in the town of Lere, in the Timbuktu region of northern Mali.

Around 30 assailants were “neutralised” in the attack on Sunday, which the army said was carried out by “terrorists”.

The Coordination of Azawad Movements (CMA), an alliance of armed groups dominated by Tuaregs who took up arms in 2012 seeking autonomy or independence, claimed responsibility for the attack on
Sunday.

It also said it had taken control of two military camps in Lere and shot down an army plane.

It was the latest attack against army positions in northern Mali, which in recent weeks has seen a resurgence of activity by armed groups and separatists. Earlier this month, CAM seized a military camp in
Bourem, situated between the ancient cities of Gao and Timbuktu.

The 2012 rebel insurrection paved the way for armed groups linked to al-Qaeda to conquer most of the north, triggering a military intervention by France and plunging the Sahel into a war that has killed
thousands.

The renewed military activity by the Tuareg-dominated separatists coincides with the ongoing withdrawal of the UN stabilisation mission MINUSMA, which is being pushed out by the military government after
10 years of deployment.

The peacekeepers have been handing over their camps to Malian authorities, but the separatists believe they should be returned to their control.

Mali’s government – which seized power after double coups in 2020 and 2021 – pushed out France’s counterinsurgency force in 2022 and the UN peacekeeping mission MINUSMA this year. MINUSMA
transferred its Lere camp to the Malian army several years ago, long before being forced to leave the country.

Bamako is widely believed to be working with the Russian paramilitary company Wagner to resolve its insecurity issues, despite denying that.

In August, United Nations experts said in a report that the armed group ISIL (ISIS) has almost doubled its territory in Mali in less than a year.
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Liberia: Sen. Prince Johnson Threatens Armed Revolution Should The October 10 Election Be Rigged (Front Page Africa) By Lennart Dodoo
September 19, 2023

With only 21 days remaining until Liberia’s General and Presidential Elections, Senator Prince Johnson, a prominent ally of former Vice President
Joseph Boakai from the Unity Party, has raised concerns about potential election interference by the ruling establishment and has threatened to fight
back with arms in the cause of the people.

In a press conference held on Monday, the Nimba County Senator, sanctioned by the U.S. Department of Treasury for ‘Pay for Play’ and corruption, says the impressive turnout exhibited during the launch of
the Unity Party campaign is an indication of the people’s resolve to remove President George Weah from power.

“Before the October elections, Liberians are coming out under the banner ‘Don’t Try It’ – any attempt, the people’s power would be exercised like the Arab Spring. You’ll shoot your gun; you’ll kill us or you’ll
die. No more fear, Liberians don’t have fear anymore,” Sen. Johnson said.

The Arab Spring or the First Arab Spring was a series of anti-government protests, uprisings, and armed rebellions that spread across much of the Arab world in the early 2010s. It began in Tunisia in response
to corruption and economic stagnation.

Sen. Johnson’s statement re-echoes Amb. Boakai’s emphatic declaration of his preparedness to resist rigging of the October 10 elections.

He made the statement in his message during the launch of his campaign on Sunday.

Boakai noted that he is ready to work with international prosecutors to expose and arrest those who would foster electoral violence and derail our hard-won peace.

Boakai also took some solace in the recent statement made by the United States government regarding safeguarding the integrity of these elections. He said, “While we welcome the imposition of sanctions on
those who would attempt to thwart the will of the Liberian people, we call on ECOWAS, the United States, the European Union, the African Union, and organizations such as the International Foundation for
Electoral System (IFES) to fully, thoroughly, and actively engage the process now to avert any threat that will undermine these elections by acknowledging and understanding the significance of identifying and
combating any attempts to undermine this fundamental aspect of our society.”

The Nimba County Senator, who prides himself as the ‘godfather’ of the vote-rich party, was an ardent supporter of Pres. George Weah until his sanctioning by the United States.

He says his reason for terminating his support for the Weah-led government was because the President had failed to make true his promises to the people of Nimba by giving them prominent positions in his
government.

This has also raised many questions about his support for Amb. Boakai of the Unity Party, especially with Boakai’s vice standard bearer being a member of Sen. Johnson’s political party – the Movement for
Democratic Reconstruction (MDR).

However, he is on record for saying that a victory for Joseph Boakai would be an easy path for Nimba County to assume the Presidency since the 78-year-old standard bearer is too frail to run the affairs of the
country and would, therefore, rely heavily on Senator Jeremiah Koung, his vice standard bearer, to handle his affairs.

During the civil war, Johnson was notorious for killing anyone who opposed or criticized his actions. When Hare Krishna devotees, who were distributing food to starving people in Monrovia in the midst of the
chaos of the civil war, sent him a letter begging him to stop killing people, he personally orchestrated the murder of Hladini devi dasi—born Linda Jury—and five of her students on the bank of the Saint Paul
River on the night of Thursday, 13 September 1990.

On September 9, 1990, Johnson’s supporters abducted President Samuel Doe from ECOMOG headquarters in the Monrovia port district. Doe was tortured and executed in Johnson’s custody on 9 September,
with the spectacle videotaped and broadcast around the world. The video showed Johnson sipping a Budweiser beer and being fanned by an assistant as his men cut off Doe’s ear.

Johnson later denied killing Doe. Ahmadou Kourouma (who depicted Doe’s assassination in his novel Allah Is Not Obliged) also accused Johnson of war crimes in the form of the abduction and torture of
several Firestone executives.

After Doe’s death, Johnson briefly claimed the presidency of Liberia. Johnson’s claim to power ended following the consolidation of rebel power under Charles Taylor. In an attempt by the weak national
government to reconstruct Liberian politics, the INPFL was recognized at a conference held in Guinea, where Amos Sawyer was elected president.

Alan White Accuses Weah’s Gov’t of Extrajudicial, Ritualistic Killings (Liberian Observer) By William Q. Harmon
September 20, 2023

Renowned human rights activist and Co-Executive Director for the Advocacy Foundation for Human Rights (AFHR), Dr. Alan White has told the United
States House Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs that President George Weah and his Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) are involved in acts of
extrajudicial and ritualistic killing.

Addressing the subcommittee on Global Health, Global Human Rights, and International Organizations, under the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Dr. White said that at least 10 people were killed in unclear
circumstances in 2021, including five in September of that year reportedly with suspected links to ritualistic practices or political motivations.

The killings referenced by Dr. White, all of which occurred during the Weah administration, were never solved and remain fresh on the minds of Liberians as the country goes to the polls on October 10 this
year, to elect a president, vice president and 88 legislators.

On December 10, 2021, the United Nations issued a public statement –“A UN human rights expert today called on the Liberian Government to promptly investigate a series of killings that have occurred this
year, some of which have reportedly been linked to ritualistic practices.”

White told the subcommittee that his organization has received disturbing information about the frequency of such killings and the allegations linking it to the Executive Mansion (The Office of the President)
and other high ranking government officials. Details of these atrocities, he said, are difficult to obtain.

“Sources advise the police are not allowed to investigate these matters or if they do, it is done superficially as to not get too close to those involved,” White told the Subcommittee on Global Health, Global
Human Rights, and International Organizations at a hearing on Tuesday, 19 September. “Also, because of the high-level links to the government it is taboo to say anything about it or otherwise you could be the
next victim.”

White called on the U.S. government and global partners for the prosecution for these heinous crimes. “The killing must stop and hope your legislation can effect change and stop this madness once and for all,”
he told the subcommittee.

White’s AFHR, a nonprofit organization, located in Washington, DC, USA, targets human rights violators, that engage in public corruption and seek justice and accountability for the victims of such atrocities.
The group is also actively engaged in conducting investigations and compiling information about those individuals who are committing ritualistic killings, especially in Liberia.

In his testimony, White made specific references to the mysterious disappearance of three young men who were hired by Moses Ahossouhe, owner of the St. Moses Funeral Parlor in Monrovia, to undertake a
task in Bong County; the high profile death of four auditors; as well as other mysterious deaths that took place in the country under the Weah administration.

On October 17, 2020, Robert M. Blamo, Jr, 29, Siafa Gbana Boimah, 34, and Bobby S. Gbeanquoi, 32, were reported drowned in a river in Fuamah District, lower Bong County, when a canoe they were allegedly
riding capsized.

“The bodies of the three young men were retrieved by Ahoussouhe and never returned to the parents. He has close ties to the President and the government,” White told the committee. “And the Ministry of
Justice has failed to provide an update or release the outcome of an investigative report on circumstances that led to the conclusion they drowned. Why didn’t they release the bodies to the family?”

“The aggrieved families believed that their children are being kept in a sacred place to be used for alleged ‘ritualistic purposes’. The family members sought the assistance of the international community,
including the US Embassy and the United Nations.”

Three of the most recent victims were either former officials or had links to high profile former politicians, he said. “Even a recent death of some young girls involved in political campaign event held by the CDC
sparked outrage by the citizens and allegations their deaths were done for ritualistic reasons,” he said while referencing the headline of a local newspaper which said: Citizens to President Weah: ‘No ritual can
help you from leaving office after the elections.’

White noted that the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf administration during her 12 years (2006-2018) in office was plagued with ritual killings and despite vows to bring them to an end they continued. “The same
problems continue under the Weah administration and, unlike Sirleaf, there were no insiders reporting her direct involvement with the ritual killings,” he said.

Over the past 20 years White has been actively engaged in seeking justice and accountability for victims of human rights violations and conducting criminal investigations of war crimes and crimes against
humanity in Africa, most specifically West Africa. From July 2002-July 2005, he was detailed to the United Nations backed Special Court for Sierra Leone located in Freetown, Sierra Leone West Africa where
he served as the Chief of Investigations.

“As Chief of Investigations of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, I directed all criminal investigations which led to numerous indictments and convictions, most notably was former Liberian President Charles
Taylor who was the first sitting Head of State to be indicted and convicted for war crimes and continues to serve his 50 year prison sentence.”

White was one of four witnesses who testified during the hearing on the theme: “Efforts to Address Ritual Abuse and Sacrifice in Africa” on Tuesday, September 19, 2023. The others were Obed Byamugisha,
Program Advisor, Kyampisi Childcare Ministries; Miriam Fullah, Trafficking in Persons Protection Manager, World Hope International; and Josephine Aparo, Founding Member, Global Survivor Network and
International Justice Mission.

He applauded the work of the Subcommittee and its members, noting that his organization will continue to work on the issues. “We hope that this Hearing will shed a very bright light on a very dark issue
plaguing many African countries and especially Liberia, who experienced this despicable crime against humanity during war and peace, yet it doesn’t stop,” he said.

His testimony to the U.S. House Subcommittee is the latest deposit in a trove of numerous reports with claims of crime and corruption on the part of the Weah administration. So far, some of these claims have
resulted in sanctions against three of Weah’s top lieutenants — former Minister of State for Presidential Affairs, Nathaniel McGill; former Solicitor General, Cllr. Saymah Syrenius Cephus; and former Managing
Director of the National Port Authority, Bill Twehway.

Yet, amid the U.S. sanctions, the three individuals continue to wield influence across the country — especially during the current election period, as Both McGill and Twehway are splurging cash to gain favor
with voters in order to be elected to legislative office come October 10.

Dr. White’s hope that the U.S. Congress’ “… legislation can effect change and stop this madness once and for all,” might resonate with many Liberians at home and abroad, but the October 10 elections will be
the litmus test of whether the critical mass of Liberians at home feel the same way about the state of affairs in their country.
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East Africa leaders extend regional troop mandate in DR Congo (Al Jazeera) September 6, 2023

East African leaders have agreed to extend the mandate of a regional military force deployed to quell violence in the strife-torn east of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The seven-nation East African Community (EAC) first sent troops into the volatile region in November after the resurgence of the M23 rebel group.

An EAC statement issued on Tuesday after a summit in Nairobi said the heads of state had agreed to extend the duration of the mandate for the regional force to December 8, pending an evaluation report.

The future of the deployment had been in doubt after DRC President Felix Tshisekedi criticised the force, but in June, the EAC decided to keep the troops on the ground for another three months.

Dozens of armed groups plague the mineral-rich eastern DRC, a legacy of regional wars that raged in the 1990s and 2000s.

The M23, or March 23 Movement, led primarily by Tutsis, leaped to global prominence in 2012 when it captured Goma, a city on the border with Rwanda. It was forced out shortly afterwards in a joint offensive
by UN troops and the DRC’s army.

The group has seized swathes of territory in North Kivu province since taking up arms again in late 2021 after years of dormancy. The EAC force has taken over some areas previously occupied by M23 but has
so far failed to end the conflict.

That failure has led to demonstrations in Goma over the EAC deployment and a UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC. One demonstration turned violent last week when a crackdown by security agencies led to
the deaths of 56 people.

The DRC has repeatedly accused its much smaller neighbour Rwanda, an EAC member, of backing the rebels. The United States and several other Western countries as well as independent UN experts have also
concluded that Rwanda is backing the rebels.

Rwanda has repeatedly denied backing the rebels while both countries have accused each other of carrying out cross-border shelling.

Tshisekedi has accused Rwanda of seeking “to occupy our land, rich in gold, coltan and cobalt, for their own exploitation and profit” and urged the international community to condemn Kigali.
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Exclusive: EU temporarily holds back food aid in Somalia after UN finds widespread theft (Reuters) By Gabriela Baczynska, Michelle Nichols, Aaron Ross and Emma Farge
September 19, 2023

The European Union executive has temporarily suspended funding for the World Food Programme (WFP) in Somalia, two senior EU officials told
Reuters on Monday, after a U.N. investigation found widespread theft and misuse of aid meant to avert famine.

The European Commission gave more than $7 million in aid to the WFP's operations in Somalia last year, a fraction of the donations of more than $1 billion it received, U.N. data shows.

EU member states gave much more money on a bilateral basis. It was not immediately clear whether any would also suspend aid.

Balazs Ujvari, a spokesman for the European Commission, neither confirmed nor denied specifically a temporary suspension but said: "So far, the EU has not been informed by its U.N. partners of a financial
impact on EU-funded projects.

"Nevertheless, we will continue to monitor the situation and abide by our zero-tolerance approach to fraud, corruption or misconduct."

The WFP did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

One senior EU official said the decision was taken after the U.N. investigation concluded that landowners, local authorities, members of the security forces and humanitarian workers were all involved in
stealing aid intended for vulnerable people.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said the aid would be restored after the WFP met additional conditions, such as vetting of partners on the ground in Somalia. The second senior EU official
confirmed that.

A third source, also an EU official, said the Commission was "cooperating actively with WFP to resolve systemic defects" but said no aid was suspended at this stage.

The July 7 report, marked "strictly confidential," was commissioned by U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, according to a copy reviewed by Reuters.

Its contents were first published on Monday by Devex, a media outlet focused on international development.

It cited internally displaced persons (IDPs) as saying they were coerced into paying up to half of the cash assistance they received to people in positions of power in the face of threats of eviction, arrest or de-
registration from beneficiary lists.

Three months ago the WFP and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) suspended food aid to neighboring Ethiopia in response to the widespread diversion of donations.

The European Commission contributes 10 million euros ($10.69 million) to Somalia and Ethiopia via the WFP, with the suspension covering part of that, according to one of the senior EU officials.

The United States is by far Somalia's biggest humanitarian donor. Last year, it contributed more than half of the $2.2 billion of funding that went to the humanitarian response there.

USAID spokesperson Jessica Jennings said in a statement the United States was working to understand the extent of the diversion and was "already taking steps to protect beneficiaries and ensure taxpayer
money is used to benefit vulnerable persons in Somalia, as intended."

An official of the agency, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the situations in Ethiopia and Somalia were different and USAID was not planning to pause food assistance in the latter.

A U.S. Congressional source said the decision to suspend aid in Ethiopia was, in part, related to the uniquely hands-on role of the federal government there in distributing food assistance, which has long made
donors uneasy.

"The widespread theft of food assistance in Ethiopia was abhorrent, but was also an opportunity to change the way it is provided," said the source, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

The Somali Disaster Management Office, which coordinates the government's humanitarian response, said in a statement on Monday that Somali authorities were committed to investigating the U.N. report's
findings, while adding that current aid delivery systems operate "outside of the government channels".

Guterres' office did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

'WIDESPREAD AND SYSTEMIC' Donors boosted funding to Somalia last year as humanitarian officials warned of a looming famine due to the Horn of Africa's worst drought in decades.

Famine was averted, official data shows, but as many as 43,000 people, half of them children younger than five, died last year as a result of the drought, researchers estimate.

The U.N. report did not attempt to quantify the amount of aid diverted but said its findings "suggest that post-delivery aid diversion in Somalia is widespread and systemic".

Investigators found aid diversion at all of the 55 IDP sites in Somalia from which they collected data, the report said. Some 3.8 million people are displaced in Somalia – one of the highest rates in the world.

Aid distribution has been a problem in Somalia for decades, complicated by weak government institutions, widespread insecurity stemming from an Islamist insurgency and marginalisation of minority clans.

Since revelations of aid theft during a 2011 famine, humanitarian agencies have converted most of their assistance to cash-based transfers that some officials have presented as less vulnerable to corruption.

The U.N. report was the latest evidence that cash-based systems can be exploited too. It identified a variety of perpetrators, led by so-called "gatekeepers," powerful individuals from dominant local clans.

These gatekeepers leverage their influence over access to camp sites and food beneficiary lists to coerce payments from IDPs, the report said.

Members of security forces also play a role by intimidating and sometimes arresting those who refuse to pay, while some humanitarian workers collude with gatekeepers to pocket stolen funds, the report said.

While famine has been averted for now, the report warned that inadequate humanitarian funding could imperil fragile progress.

Aid budgets are under strain globally, with just 36% funded to date of the $2.6 billion the U.N. says is needed this year for Somalia's humanitarian response.
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NewsAlert: Biden renews national emergency executive order imposing sanctions on certain persons in Ethiopia (Addis Standard) September 8, 2023

U.S. President Joe Biden renewed for the second time the national emergency declared in Executive Order 14046 with respect to Ethiopia imposing
sanctions on certain persons with respect to the humanitarian and human rights crisis in Ethiopia.

President Biden first announced the Executive Order on 17 Sept. 2021, in the backdrop of then ongoing war in Tigray, Afar and Amhara regions Ethiopia, ‘which has been marked by “widespread violence,
atrocities, and serious human rights abuse, including those involving ethnic-based violence, rape and other forms of gender-based violence, and obstruction of humanitarian operations — constitutes an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United States. I hereby declare a national emergency to deal with that threat.”

Renewing the EO for second time on 7 September, the White House said Ethiopia “continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United States. For this
reason, the national emergency declared in Executive Order 14046 of September 17, 2021, must continue in effect beyond September 17, 2023.”

Among the conditions outlined in the full text of the EO in 2021 was US’s support to promote a negotiated ceasefire and political resolution to the war, the withdrawal of Eritrean forces from Ethiopia, and to
promote the unity, territorial integrity, and stability of Ethiopia.

Although the two-year atrocious war has since come to an end with a cessation of hostilities agreement signed between the federal government and the TPLF in Pretoria in November 2022, the federal
government has so far failed to ensure the withdrawal of Eritrean forces who continued committing war crimes including abductions and sexual violence in Tigray’s Irob Woreda,

A new report released by Amnesty International on 5 September also documented “war crimes and possible crime against humanity” that included extrajudicial killings, rape, sexual slavery and pillaging
committed by Eritrean troops in the months following the signing of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement (CoHA) on 02 November, 2022. The atrocities occurred primarily in the districts of Kokob Tsibah
and Mariam Shewito near the Eritrean border, Amnesty said.

Ethiopian soldiers killed two dozen civilians in house-to-house searches, residents say (Reuters) September 8, 2023

Ethiopian soldiers killed about two dozen civilians earlier this week in the Amhara region during house-to-house searches after being attacked by
militiamen who have been battling federal forces for more than a month, six local residents said.

Spokespeople for the Ethiopian National Defence Force (ENDF), the federal government and Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed did not respond to Reuters' requests for comment on Friday.

The victims in the town of Majete included children and the elderly and none was involved in the militia, the residents told Reuters, speaking on condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals.

One of the residents said he saw the soldiers kill his brother, while the others said they heard gunshots as the searches were going on and were told by their neighbours afterward how the killings were carried
out.

Reuters was not able to independently verify the residents' descriptions of events.

The government has not publicly commented on allegations its forces have committed abuses since the conflict in Amhara broke out in late July. It stated during a previous conflict in the neighbouring Tigray
region that ENDF troops respected human rights.

The Majete residents said in telephone interviews that fighters from the Fano militia attacked an ENDF position in town early on Sunday and that fighting between the two sides lasted for a few hours. They said
that soldiers began conducting the searches after the clashes died down.

The residents, including two priests at churches where many of the victims were buried, said that 29 or 30 people had been killed.

Three of them said that three of the victims had been killed by shelling and that another three were believed to have been killed by civilians from a rival ethnic community who had come to Majete to support the
military.

Enat, an opposition party in Ethiopia, said in a statement on Tuesday that soldiers had "mercilessly" killed 29 civilians in house-to-house searches in Majete on Sunday.

One resident interviewed by Reuters said he saw his 62-year-old brother killed after eight or nine soldiers wearing ENDF uniforms burst into their family compound.

"When my brother heard people talking outside, he thought it was our neighbours. He had nothing in his hand. He was near the gate and after they broke the gate, they shot him in the back," the resident said.

BLOOD ALL OVER Another resident said soldiers killed his brother, who was 29 or 30 years old, at the gate to his family house.

"His wife came running to us. My house is probably 15 metres from his. She came and said they shot him," he said. "His blood was all over the place and we couldn't make a sound. We were silently crying."

According to two of the residents, soldiers summoned Majete residents the next day to attend a meeting with a senior officer. One of them said he attended.

"He was saying they couldn't find those who attacked them," the resident said. "He said 'if they fire a single bullet again, we will eliminate you'."

The fighting in Amhara was prompted by complaints among many in the region that federal authorities were trying to undermine the region's security - a charge the government denies.

The United Nations said last month that at least 183 people had been killed in the Amhara conflict to date, calling on all parties to stop killings and other human rights abuses.

Many reported incidents have been difficult to confirm because of internet outages across Amhara since the early days of the conflict.

The fighting erupted nine months after a peace deal ended a two-year civil war in the neighbouring Tigray region. The United Nations said all sides in that conflict committed violations that may amount to war
crimes.

Fano fighters, who had fought alongside the Ethiopian military in the Tigray war before relations soured, seized major towns at the start of the current conflict before being pushed back by federal troops.
Clashes have continued in more remote areas.

Targeted killings and repatriation fail to deter Ethiopian migrants (Institute for Security Studies) By Tadesse Simie Metekia 
September 14, 2023

The rise in targeted killings of Ethiopian migrants by Saudi border officials highlights the brutality of efforts to stop irregular migration, and the
desperation of those who make the perilous journeys.

In August, Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that between March 2022 and June 2023, hundreds of Ethiopians trying to cross the Yemen-Saudi border were killed, and that the executions are continuing.
Clashes with smugglers and authorities are a regular feature of irregular migration, but if this gruesome practice is a Saudi government policy, says HRW, the killings ‘would be a crime against humanity.’ A
Saudi official said the allegations were unfounded.

Despite this, Saudi Arabia remains one of the top destinations for Ethiopians trying to reach the Middle East. Many migrants are aware of the life-threatening challenges but travel regardless, believing it’s
better to take the chance and seek a better life than live in destitution and hopelessness in Ethiopia.

The route to Saudi Arabia through Yemen is considered the most dangerous in the world.

Environmental challenges, such as drought and famine in some parts of the country, and the recent armed conflict and widespread instability, are significant push factors. These, together with a lack of
investigation and prosecution of criminal networks involved in irregular migration, drive the consistent movement of people along Africa’s ‘Eastern Route’.

The primary route for migrant smuggling and human trafficking from East Africa to the Middle East is from Ethiopia via Obock in Djibouti, Bosaso in Somalia, Yemen and finally Saudi Arabia. In 2022, the
International Organization for Migration (IOM) reported that of the approximately 750 000 Ethiopians in Saudi Arabia, 450 000 entered the country unlawfully.

Many Ethiopians who move illegally to Saudi Arabia are assisted by fellow Ethiopians involved in human smuggling. This can lead to human trafficking, with migrants subjected to abuse and exploitation,
including rape and torture. According to Deputy Commissioner Birhanu Abebe of the Ethiopian Federal Police Commission, the police have videos showing assaults deemed too horrifying for public
consumption. The abuse sometimes starts in Ethiopia and is perpetrated by Ethiopian traffickers en route to Saudi Arabia.

An anonymous source told the ENACT organised crime project that Ethiopian traffickers sometimes work with Saudi law enforcement agents who look the other way. Or, if they are planning to take action, tip
off the traffickers so they escape arrest.

The route to Saudi Arabia through Yemen is considered the most dangerous in the world. While militias in Yemen sometimes facilitate migrants’ journeys, they are also known to detain Ethiopians or kidnap
them for ransom. Armed groups and smugglers on the Yemeni-Saudi border beat and abuse migrants, often compelling them to ask relatives back home for ransom payments.

It’s common to come across people who have been smuggled into Saudi Arabia as many as 15 times.

Immigrants arrested by Saudi authorities face incarceration in appalling conditions where they suffer beatings and degrading treatment. Dire prison conditions can lead to migrants’ deaths and have prompted
international organisations to call on Saudi Arabia to improve the state of its detention centres.

These organisations also asked Ethiopia to repatriate its citizens. The two countries eventually agreed in March 2022 to send home over 100 000 Ethiopians living in Saudi Arabia, most of whom were in
detention centres. A year later, on 4 April 2023, Ethiopia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry confirmed that about 131 000 Ethiopians had been brought back. The repatriation involved numerous organisations, such as
IOM and other international partners.

However, the repatriation campaigns are not effective, and there is no evidence that repatriation deters illegal migration. During the April 2022 to April 2023 campaigns, many migrants sent home to Ethiopia
found their way back to Saudi Arabia. Deputy Commissioner Tesfaye Ashine of the Federal Police Commission said that in May, only a month after the repatriation was complete, the number of Ethiopians
detained in Saudi prisons jumped from 1 500 to about 25 000.

Tesfaye was part of the multisectoral task force that travelled to Saudi Arabia to coordinate the immigrants’ return. There, he encountered an Ethiopian who remigrated to Saudi Arabia about 38 times.
According to Deputy Commissioner Birhanu, it is common to come across people who have been smuggled into Saudi Arabia as many as 15 times.

Ethiopia is missing an opportunity to gather vital information on smugglers’ identities and modus operandi.

Birhanu says repatriated migrants are taken to rehabilitation centres in Addis Ababa and then released to their home or host community. There are insufficient resources to keep them in centres, and no system
can trace their whereabouts once they leave. This missed opportunity undermines investigations into the criminal value chain of illegal transactions, corruption and extortion en route to Saudi Arabia.

A police officer who requested anonymity told ENACT that Ethiopia didn’t have the resources or time to follow up on repatriated migrants, including those flagged as potential security threats. Nor were there
sufficient resources to investigate the transnational networks that facilitate people smuggling and trafficking to Saudi Arabia. That means the country is losing vital information on smugglers’ identities and
modus operandi.

The approach followed by Ethiopia’s criminal justice system needs to change. The investigation and prosecution of migrant smuggling and human trafficking is too reactive, starting only when a victim lays a
complaint.

This is partly because officials believe the government’s response should be more about addressing the push factors than prosecuting the enablers. But it should be both. Ethiopia must tackle the root causes of
irregular migration, while proactively investigating and prosecuting smugglers and traffickers for transnational organised crime.

Ethiopia Conflict At A 'National Scale': UN Experts (Barron’s) By Nina Larson
September 18, 2023

Serious violations are still being committed in Ethiopia despite a peace deal in the north, UN rights experts said Monday, warning the conflict was
spreading across the country and putting regional stability at risk.

"Atrocities, war crimes and crimes against humanity are still being committed in the country," the United Nations-backed investigators said in a statement.

Last November, a peace deal between Ethiopia's federal government and rebels in the Tigray region ostensibly ended a brutal two-year conflict.

"While the signing of the agreement may have mostly silenced the guns, it has not resolved the conflict in the north of the country, in particular in Tigray," said Mohamed Chande Othman, head of the UN-
backed Commission of Human Rights Experts on Ethiopia.

"Nor has it brought about any comprehensive peace," he told reporters in Geneva, presenting the commission's latest report.

"The situation in Ethiopia remains extremely grave."

Beyond Tigray, the report warned that "hostilities in Ethiopia are now at a national scale, with significant violations increasing particularly in Amhara region, but also ongoing in Oromia and elsewhere".

"The risk to the state as well as regional stability and the enjoyment of human rights in East Africa cannot be overstated."

Radhika Coomaraswamy, a member of the commission, told reporters there were "indicators for the possibility of future atrocity crimes", with the tensions appearing to be "between two ethnic groups".

"What is needed is a comprehensive peace agreement involving all Ethiopians."

A mosaic of more than 80 ethno-linguistic communities, Ethiopia has long struggled with territorial conflicts inside its borders.

The Tigray conflict, which erupted in November 2020, pitted Ethiopia's government forces -- backed by Eritrea's army and forces from the neighbouring region of Amhara -- against the Tigray People's
Liberation Front (TPLF).

It was marked by mass atrocities by all sides, but there were hopes the violations would cease after the signing of last year's peace deal.

Yet the report said that Eritrean troops and Amhara militia members were continuing to commit grave violations in Tigray, "including the systematic rape and sexual violence of women and girls".

The sexual violence is "truly horrific", Coomaraswamy said.

She said that she had personally interviewed many of the victims and heard accounts of "gang rapes" and "cruelty of the worst kind".

"The worst of this was perpetrated by Eritrean forces in Tigray," she said.

The commission, which is due to present its report to the UN Human Rights Council later this week, uncovered ongoing patterns by government forces of arrest, detention and torture of civilians in Oromia.

It also pointed to "an alarming pattern of increased securitisation of the state", including by imposing states of emergency, accompanied by serious violations.

It said it was already receiving credible reports of violations against Amhara civilians since the announcement of a state of emergency last month.

They included the mass arbitrary detention of civilians and at least one drone strike carried out by the state, it added.

Last week, Ethiopia's human rights body accused government forces of carrying out extra-judicial killings in the region.

The commission, whose mandate is due to expire next month, said it had drafted a confidential list of alleged perpetrators of the worst violations, with an eye to future prosecution.

In the meantime, "the importance of ongoing and robust independent monitoring and investigations cannot be overstated", Othman said, stressing that "one of the primary drivers of the conflict is impunity".

He dismissed the Ethiopian government's assertion that it is addressing that problem.

"When we observe current transitional justice initiatives in Ethiopia, it is hard not to be struck by evidence of quasi-compliance," he said.

He said the government was deliberately attempting to evade international scrutiny through the creation of domestic mechanisms and instrumentalisation of others.

"For the hundreds of thousands of victims of atrocities across Ethiopia, this cannot and should not be allowed to continue."
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The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, War Crimes Chamber

Bosnia Names Srebrenica Genocide Suspects After Five Arrested (Balkan Insight) September 14, 2023

The Bosnian state court told BIRN that it has imposed measures restricting the movements of five suspects arrested for alleged involvement in the
Srebrenica genocide, named as Ratko Vujovic, Milovan Ognjenovic, Vitomir Pepic, Ljubomir Vlacic and Zeljko Dupljan.

The prosecution had requested custody remands for all five men, but the court rejected this. On Tuesday, officers from Bosnia's State Investigation and Protection Agency arrested the five suspects in the
Zvornik, Sekovic, Han-Pijesak, Vlasenica and Bileca areas. They are suspected of participating in the capture and murder of around 70 Bosniak men and boys, as well as one woman, on July 15, 19 and 23, 1995
at Jarovlje in the Vlasenica area, and at two locations in the Bisine-Sekovici area. The prosecution said that the suspects also carried out activities to remove the bodies of the people who were killed, including
making arrangements to get machinery for the task.

Court of BiH sentenced One Person to Twenty Years in Prison for War Crimes (Sarajevo Times) September 19, 2023

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina issued a verdict sentencing Almir Sarajlić to 20 years in prison for crimes against prisoners of war in the Vitez
area, while seven former members of the BiH Army were acquitted.

Ibrahim Purić, Nijaz Sivro, Ibrahim Tarahija, Rusit Nurković, Sadik and Šaćir Omanović and Kasim Kavazović were acquitted. Sarajlić and seven others were charged with the murders of at least 12 soldiers of
the Croatian Defense Council, who surrendered, as well as two women of Croatian nationality — committed during the attack on Križančevo Selo, Šafradin and Dubravice near Vitez on December 22, 1993.
According to the indictment, Purić was the commander of the 325th Brigade, Tarahija was the commander of the Third Battalion of this unit, Sivro and Nurković were assistant commanders, and the rest were
members of the brigade. Their trial began in mid-April 2019. An appeal to the Appellate Council of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina is allowed against this verdict, BIRN BiH reports.
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International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY)

The Remorseful War Criminal: How a Bosnian Convict's Apologies Were Ignored (BalkanInsight) By: Olivera Simic
September 14, 2023

Back in 2015, Esad Landzo returned to the notorious Celebici prison camp in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where he committed war crimes while working
as a guard, to personally apologise to his victims; those who agreed to look him in the eye and hear his request for forgiveness.

But even though Landzo, who now lives in Finland, apologised and even made a film to express his remorse, his efforts hardly made any impact in a divided society.

In an interview, he reflected on his failed efforts to bring reconciliation and some peace to his broken country. "You cannot progress in a society where its citizens have not moved forward," he said. "Bosnian
society is still at war so we cannot expect the masses of people to go against the tide, against what the majority think. It can be dangerous to do so."

Traitor or friend?

Landzo's gesture of public apology to his victims could have been welcomed and seen as humane. Hardly any of his peers had apologised for their deeds. On the contrary, some stated they would commit the war
crimes they were convicted of again.

Landzo, who is also known by the nickname Zenga, said he understands their attitude: "I believe that a war criminal cannot be rehabilitated in Bosnia, in a country where he committed his crimes. It is
impossible." He cited the example of Bosnian Croat wartime leader Dario Kordic, who said earlier this year that despite that fact that he was jailed for war crimes, he "wouldn't change a second, every second
was worth it". "You saw Dario Kordic recently. He is surrounded by people like him, who still think the same, who still sing nationalist songs that glorify war crimes," said Landzo.

Landzo's apology was completely ignored by Serbs and Bosniaks too.

"The film I made affected my contact with friends in the Bosniak community in Finland. They started to avoid me. They were constantly criticising me saying, 'Why did you have to make a film and go public?', 'I
would never do so and you should have not done so', 'You made a mistake'", and so on," he said. "I kept repeating that I did not apologise to the whole Serb community, but only to my victims; people I
personally hurt with my own hands. But people do not look at it that way. If you are Bosniak, you should not apologise to Serbs until they apologise to the Bosniaks for what they did. And we go around in circles
with such thinking. Bosniaks from Bosnia also made comments about how unhappy they were with me. One Bosniak man, the president of an association of war veterans, wrote 'Esad, you are really a piece of
crap. If someone would ever come to apologise to me…'"

Landzo faced a barrage of hate from his own tribe for publicly stating that the Bosniak-led army, to which he once belonged, committed crimes too. According to Landzo, his actions were "unforgivable" because
his story "did not work for the Bosniak community that would rather not speak about their deeds".

He also pointed out that there was a whole support system around the environments in which crimes were committed.

"I did not commit my crimes alone. I could not arrest people, transport them to the camp, ensure they had something to eat. I could not do all that myself. Who supported this infrastructure, who encouraged
me to commit crimes?" he asked.

Landzo's account shows how war criminals seem to end up being trapped no matter what they decide to do with their story: if they don't express remorse, they are monsters; if they express remorse, it is usually
dismissed as 'fake' by the ethnic group affected by the crime, and their apologies are perceived as being made only for the war criminal's own benefit. But Landzo did not benefit from his expressions of remorse.
Quite the contrary. The ethnic group to which war criminals belong views remorse or apologies as an act of betrayal. In apologising to 'the other', the war criminal, therefore, is seen as admitting that crimes
were committed 'in the name of their community'.

The Celebici case and its aftermath

In 1998, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, ICTY sentenced Landzo to 15 years' imprisonment for the murder and torture of Serb prisoners at the Celebici camp in Bosnia and
Herzegovina's Konjic municipality.

The Celebici case was one of the first ICTY cases. Landzo, only 19 when committed the crimes, was the youngest defendant to be convicted. He expressed no remorse nor asked for forgiveness during his trial or
the ten-year period of imprisonment that followed.

"Back then I was not ready. I did not understand the magnitude of my crimes and did not feel remorse. The Tribunal saved my life. It confronted me with the horrible crimes I had committed. My world of
denial started crumbling once witnesses started to give their testimonies in the courtroom in front of me. I listened to them speaking of their suffering and there was no escape," he said.

"However, I was still not remorseful and did not want to show 'fake' remorse to get a more lenient sentence," he added.

In 2008, ten years after his conviction, and after serving two-thirds of his sentence, Landzo left prison and started a new life in Finland.

"I had to stay in Finland since no other country wanted to take me in and give me residence. Two police officers and one psychologist came to meet me and make the character assessment. These experts came
first from Belgium and then the UK. After they submitted their paperwork the governments of both countries refused to allow me to reside in their states," he recalled.

"Finland did not want me either, but after waiting six months at the prison and after I had been released, I wrote to the prison manager and then later to the ICTY to release me. I had served my sentence and
was a free man trapped in the prison," he continued.

"After negotiations with the Finnish government to grant me at least temporary residence for the time being the government finally agreed to do so. I was meant to stay in Finland until the ICTY found me a
country that would accept me to permanently live there. First, I lived on temporary visas until 2012 when I was granted permanent residence."

Although Landzo found a job and subsequently married, he could not find peace of mind. He suffered from PTSD, insomnia, and depression. At night, he dreamt of his victims. Unable to sleep for days at a time,
he decided that he needed to do something. At the very least, he needed to apologise to the people he tortured with his own hands.

Screening the apology

Together with his friend, Danish producer Lars Feldballe-Petersen, they made a documentary that followed Landzo's encounters with survivors at the scene of the crime: the Celebici prison.

"Lars suggested us to meet not in some hotel or similar. He wanted us to be there where it all happened to give these encounters full meaning," landzo said.

The film follows the story of Landzo's upbringing, the crimes he committed in 1992, and his family's reluctance for him to return and meet with his victims in Celebici. Viewers bear witness as Landzo meets his
victims face-to-face for the first time since 1992. The encounters are emotional and difficult to watch.

'The Unforgiven: A War Criminal's Remorse' was released in 2017 and premiered at the Sarajevo Film Festival. Landzo was not invited to attend.

The film also premiered in Denmark and Finland. In Denmark, around 150 people came to the launch of the film. "I remember a couple, friends of the director of the film, showed up and Lars introduced me to
them," Landzo said. "I stretched out my hand to shake theirs but it stayed in the air. I could see a deep apprehension on their face that did not move. I understood, it was OK."

Bosniaks from the diaspora were also in the audience.

"There were two young Bosniak women from Sanski Most. One of them told me that she came to see the film so she could see for herself that Serbs could be humans too. She had never heard of Serb victims.
And this is what we did to ourselves. We cannot see each other as humans anymore but only as monsters," said Landzo "This is what motivates me: we don't need to accept each other, we don't have to love each
other but we can listen to each other and open our minds."

'All war criminals have a responsibility'

Landzo returns to Bosnia and Herzegovina once a year but avoids former friends and neighbours. He only visits his family in Konjic and then goes to another city where he can walk the streets without being
easily recognised.

"I don't spend much time in Konjic… I am the one who committed those crimes. If I don't talk about how terrible they were and that we should never ever commit them again, then who will?

"All war criminals have a responsibility to talk about the devastation of war crimes. We need to try to find some solution because many things remain unresolved. I did so many negative things in my life that
bother me. I must do positive things now. We can change as a people and move on from hatred to some closure and peace. And this is why I made that film."

Landzo did not benefit from his apology. He couldn't get himself a lighter sentence as he met his victims seven years after leaving prison. Nonetheless, he was accused by some of being "selfish" and apologising
to his victims to "bring himself peace of mind".

After the film, instead of being hailed as a role model for other war criminals, Landzo ended up isolated and resented by both his family and Bosniaks for apologising to his Serb victims.

Although the film was shown in his home country, it was never shown in the Serb-majority Republika Srpska entity. This begs the question: why wouldn't the government of Republika Srpska want to air such a
film? If nothing else, it could be used for nationalist propaganda; to support their argument that Serbs were victims too.

The ICTY could also have promoted the film as a unique story of a convicted and seemingly rehabilitated war criminal who publicly apologised to his victims and talks openly about the importance of admitting
the crimes that happened on all three sides of the war, but it did not.

The documentary's director and main protagonist were never invited to speak about it anywhere in the Balkans. Many people still do not know it exists.

Landzo was hoping the Bosnian media would use the film to start a discussion on the possible role of war criminals in building bridges between all sides. Even before making the film, Landzo emailed several
local media and television stations, offering himself for open debate and criticism.

"I was unsuccessful," he recalled. "I then found film as a medium where I could speak about things that I thought were important for our community. To me it was important to raise these issues. We don't agree
on everything, but we need to talk about why some men in Konjic, Mrkonjic Grad or Jajce did terrible things during the war. We all did the same crimes. There is the matter of who did more, but we all did
them."

Asked whether he would make such an effort to apologise again, knowing that he would be exposed to negative comments and lose friends, he responded: "Yes, without thinking twice."

He also said he thinks that a memorial plaque should be installed at the Celebici camp, where there is currently no monument to commemorate the victims: "I want to take a rock and put it there with a
message. We must acknowledge the crimes. I did what I did with my own hands, but it is also society's mistake. That city and my community allowed me to do what I did. Some even cheered. We all have to
confront what was done in our name."

Landzo did not get forgiveness from his victims but he says now that he didn't really anticipate that. "I did not expect it since it is hard to expect forgiveness for what I did to them. For me it was only important
to apologise to each victim who wanted to meet with me. Whether they will forgive me or not is up to them. What was up to me was the decision to apologise personally and wholeheartedly," he said.

He recalled that one of the victims of the camp suffered a heart attack on the day they had planned to meet. "He must have been so upset and nervous. I feel sorry for him. Another victim reported that although
it was terrible for him to meet with me, he had slept peacefully for the first time since 1992.

"If I could give one man a peaceful sleep for even one night, it was worthwhile, and I would do it again."

HR Schmidt: ICTY archives should be permanently kept in Sarajevo (Sarajevo Times) September 15, 2023

High Representative Christian Schmidt addressed the participants of the international conference "30 Years of the International Criminal Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia — Legacy and Challenges" in Sarajevo, praising all those who have dedicated their lives to fighting for the truth about war
crimes and genocide in BiH.

The High Representative endorsed the initiative for the ICTY archives to be permanently stored in Sarajevo, as this would be the suitable location to preserve the archives and make them available to future
generations for information, research, and education. "The importance of the ICTY for the process of addressing the past and establishing consensus based on truth cannot be overestimated. The story of the
evidence will outlive any political discourse of the moment. Those who continue to deny the facts cannot win," said the HR.
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Domestic Prosecutions In The Former Yugoslavia

Serb Pleads Not Guilty to War Crimes Against Kosovo Civilians (Balkan Insight) September 11, 2023

Sladjan Trajkovic entered a not guilty plea at Pristina Basic Court on Monday, denying that he was involved in war crimes committed in April and May
1999 during attacks on ethnic Albanian civilians in Kosovo by Serbian forces.

According to the indictment, on April 14, 1999, Trajkovic, as a member of the Serbian military, paramilitary and police forces, participated in surrounding the village of Bukosh in the municipality of
Vushtrri/Vucitrn, and shot a man dead in his own house. The son of the victim witnessed the murder of his father from the window of the second floor of the house and saw the suspect, Trajkovic, who also
allegedly fired several times in the direction of the son.

The indictment further alleges that on May 22, 1999, Serbian forces, including Trajkovic, rounded up around 20,000 to 40,000 civilians, who had previously been expelled from their homes, in the cemetery in
the city of Vushtrri/Vucitrn.

The civilians were ordered to sit on the floor and were beaten with wooden sticks on the head and other parts of their bodies, it is alleged.

The indictment also claims that Serbian forces separated the men from other family members, loaded them into trucks and then sent them to the Vushtrri/Vucitrn Sports Hall, where they were told that anyone
who gave them money would be released.

However, the men were not released even when after they handed over their money, and were instead beaten in an inhumane manner and sent to Smerkonica prison, according to the charges. Among the
civilians was a man identified only by the initials Sh.B, who Trajkovic allegedly addressed with the words "you burned my uncle's house" and then hit him in the face with an automatic rifle and with a metal rod
several times until he lost consciousness.

After Sh.B. regained consciousness, Trajkovic told him that "you are the 75th to be executed today".

However, the victim managed to escape after two NATO helicopters arrived.

According to the indictment, 72 civilians were executed that day and the rest were sent to the Smerkovica prison where they were tortured, treated inhumanely and beaten by the guards.

The prisoners were kept in poor conditions without adequate food, sanitary arrangements and provisions for sleeping, the charges say.

The prisoners were first sent to a technical school in Mitrovica to be questioned, then again to the Smerkonica prison and from there were expelled to neighbouring Albania.

Monday's hearing was partly closed to the public for two points of the indictment that concern wartime sexual violence.Sladjan Trajkovic entered a not guilty plea at Pristina Basic Court on Monday, denying
that he was involved in war crimes committed in April and May 1999 during attacks on ethnic Albanian civilians in Kosovo by Serbian forces.

According to the indictment, on April 14, 1999, Trajkovic, as a member of the Serbian military, paramilitary and police forces, participated in surrounding the village of Bukosh in the municipality of
Vushtrri/Vucitrn, and shot a man dead in his own house.

The son of the victim witnessed the murder of his father from the window of the second floor of the house and saw the suspect, Trajkovic, who also allegedly fired several times in the direction of the son.

The indictment further alleges that on May 22, 1999, Serbian forces, including Trajkovic, rounded up around 20,000 to 40,000 civilians, who had previously been expelled from their homes, in the cemetery in
the city of Vushtrri/Vucitrn.

The civilians were ordered to sit on the floor and were beaten with wooden sticks on the head and other parts of their bodies, it is alleged.

The indictment also claims that Serbian forces separated the men from other family members, loaded them into trucks and then sent them to the Vushtrri/Vucitrn Sports Hall, where they were told that anyone
who gave them money would be released.

However, the men were not released even when after they handed over their money, and were instead beaten in an inhumane manner and sent to Smerkonica prison, according to the charges.

Among the civilians was a man identified only by the initials Sh.B, who Trajkovic allegedly addressed with the words "you burned my uncle's house" and then hit him in the face with an automatic rifle and with
a metal rod several times until he lost consciousness. After Sh.B. regained consciousness, Trajkovic told him that "you are the 75th to be executed today".

However, the victim managed to escape after two NATO helicopters arrived.

According to the indictment, 72 civilians were executed that day and the rest were sent to the Smerkovica prison where they were tortured, treated inhumanely and beaten by the guards.

The prisoners were kept in poor conditions without adequate food, sanitary arrangements and provisions for sleeping, the charges say.

The prisoners were first sent to a technical school in Mitrovica to be questioned, then again to the Smerkonica prison and from there were expelled to neighbouring Albania.

Monday's hearing was partly closed to the public for two points of the indictment that concern wartime sexual violence.

Kosovo Liberation Army 'Didn't Have Modern Military Hierarchy', Trial Told (Balkan Insight) September 14, 2023

Former British Army officer Douglas Young told the war crimes and crimes against humanity trial of Hashim Thaci and three co-defendants at the
Kosovo Specialist Chambers in The Hague on Wednesday and Thursday that the Kosovo Liberation Army was not organised like a standard army.

According to the indictment, on April 14, 1999, Trajkovic, as a member of the Serbian military, paramilitary and police forces, participated in surrounding the village of Bukosh in the municipality of
Vushtrri/Vucitrn, and shot a man dead in his own house. The son of the victim witnessed the murder of his father from the window of the second floor of the house and saw the suspect, Trajkovic, who also
allegedly fired several times in the direction of the son.

The indictment further alleges that on May 22, 1999, Serbian forces, including Trajkovic, rounded up around 20,000 to 40,000 civilians, who had previously been expelled from their homes, in the cemetery in
the city of Vushtrri/Vucitrn.

The civilians were ordered to sit on the floor and were beaten with wooden sticks on the head and other parts of their bodies, it is alleged.

The indictment also claims that Serbian forces separated the men from other family members, loaded them into trucks and then sent them to the Vushtrri/Vucitrn Sports Hall, where they were told that anyone
who gave them money would be released.

However, the men were not released even when after they handed over their money, and were instead beaten in an inhumane manner and sent to Smerkonica prison, according to the charges. Among the
civilians was a man identified only by the initials Sh.B, who Trajkovic allegedly addressed with the words "you burned my uncle's house" and then hit him in the face with an automatic rifle and with a metal rod
several times until he lost consciousness.

After Sh.B. regained consciousness, Trajkovic told him that "you are the 75th to be executed today".

However, the victim managed to escape after two NATO helicopters arrived.

According to the indictment, 72 civilians were executed that day and the rest were sent to the Smerkovica prison where they were tortured, treated inhumanely and beaten by the guards.

The prisoners were kept in poor conditions without adequate food, sanitary arrangements and provisions for sleeping, the charges say.

The prisoners were first sent to a technical school in Mitrovica to be questioned, then again to the Smerkonica prison and from there were expelled to neighbouring Albania.

Monday's hearing was partly closed to the public for two points of the indictment that concern wartime sexual violence.Sladjan Trajkovic entered a not guilty plea at Pristina Basic Court on Monday, denying
that he was involved in war crimes committed in April and May 1999 during attacks on ethnic Albanian civilians in Kosovo by Serbian forces.

According to the indictment, on April 14, 1999, Trajkovic, as a member of the Serbian military, paramilitary and police forces, participated in surrounding the village of Bukosh in the municipality of
Vushtrri/Vucitrn, and shot a man dead in his own house.

The son of the victim witnessed the murder of his father from the window of the second floor of the house and saw the suspect, Trajkovic, who also allegedly fired several times in the direction of the son.

The indictment further alleges that on May 22, 1999, Serbian forces, including Trajkovic, rounded up around 20,000 to 40,000 civilians, who had previously been expelled from their homes, in the cemetery in
the city of Vushtrri/Vucitrn.

The civilians were ordered to sit on the floor and were beaten with wooden sticks on the head and other parts of their bodies, it is alleged.

The indictment also claims that Serbian forces separated the men from other family members, loaded them into trucks and then sent them to the Vushtrri/Vucitrn Sports Hall, where they were told that anyone
who gave them money would be released.

However, the men were not released even when after they handed over their money, and were instead beaten in an inhumane manner and sent to Smerkonica prison, according to the charges.

Among the civilians was a man identified only by the initials Sh.B, who Trajkovic allegedly addressed with the words "you burned my uncle's house" and then hit him in the face with an automatic rifle and with
a metal rod several times until he lost consciousness. After Sh.B. regained consciousness, Trajkovic told him that "you are the 75th to be executed today".

However, the victim managed to escape after two NATO helicopters arrived.

According to the indictment, 72 civilians were executed that day and the rest were sent to the Smerkovica prison where they were tortured, treated inhumanely and beaten by the guards.

The prisoners were kept in poor conditions without adequate food, sanitary arrangements and provisions for sleeping, the charges say.

The prisoners were first sent to a technical school in Mitrovica to be questioned, then again to the Smerkonica prison and from there were expelled to neighbouring Albania.

Monday's hearing was partly closed to the public for two points of the indictment that concern wartime sexual violence.
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Kosovo Specialist Chambers

Kosovo Liberation Army 'Didn't Have Modern Military Hierarchy', Trial Told (BalkanInsight) By Xhorxhina Bami
September 14, 2023

Former British Army officer Douglas Young told the war crimes and crimes against humanity trial of Hashim Thaci and three co-defendants at the
Kosovo Specialist Chambers in The Hague on Wednesday and Thursday that the Kosovo Liberation Army was not organised like a standard army.

Young confirmed what was said in an OSCE report about the KLA's structure in February 1999, which claimed that monitoring the guerrilla force was difficult due to the lack of concrete details about its
structure, in comparison to the Serbian armed forces.

Young told the court on Thursday that the guerrilla force attempted to look like a structured military "to present the KLA in the best possible way to international organisations. The better the organisation, the
more effective their relationships would be."

However, in reality it did not have a modern army structure or hierarchy, he said.

Thaci, Kadri Veseli, Rexhep Selimi and Jakup Krasniqi are accused of bearing individual and command responsibility for crimes that were mainly committed against prisoners held at KLA detention facilities in
Kosovo and neighbouring Albania, including 102 murders.

The defendants allegedly committed the crimes between at least March 1998 and September 1999, during and just after the war with Serbian forces. They have pleaded not guilty to all charges.

The witness served as a reservist lieutenant-colonel in the British Army and in 1998-99 he was deployed as part of the OSCE diplomatic observers' mission in Kosovo.

Young left Kosovo in March 1999 before the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia began, which ultimately ended the war. He then returned some years later, serving with the NATO peacekeeping mission in Kosovo,
KFOR from 2001 until April 2002.

On Wednesday, Young told the court that the KLA "cannot be compared, for example, to a modern army that controls its territory".

He described KLA fighters as having a "strong national character and patriotic feelings", and said of the guerrilla force itself: "It was a disciplined organisation, [with] people dedicated to each other and to the
future."

The trial will continue on September 25.

[Albanian Court Approves Ex-KLA Guerrilla's Extradition to The Hague (BalkanInsight) By Fjori Sinoruka
September 19, 2023

At a hearing on Tuesday, the Tirana Court ruled that Dritan Goxhaj, a former Kosovo Liberation Army fighter from Albania, can be extradited to the
Kosovo Specialist Chambers war crimes court in The Hague, a court official told BIRN.

Goxhaj was arrested in July for alleged "intimidation during criminal proceedings" and "obstructing officials in the performance of official duties".

He has the right to appeal the Tirana Court decision within ten days. His lawyer could not be reached by BIRN on Tuesday.

His lawyer told BIRN in August that Goxhaj had been charged over an article he wrote for a media outlet exposing the names of some of the potential protected witnesses in a war crimes trial of another ex-KLA
guerrilla in The Hague Goxhaj was arrested in Tirana on an arrest warrant issued by the Hague-based Kosovo Specialist Chambers, which is trying ex-guerrillas for crimes committed during and just after the
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guerrilla in The Hague Goxhaj was arrested in Tirana on an arrest warrant issued by the Hague-based Kosovo Specialist Chambers, which is trying ex-guerrillas for crimes committed during and just after the
1998-99 war.

This is the first case at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers in which an Albanian from Albania has been arrested. Witness protection has been a key concern for the Kosovo Specialist Chambers from the outset, and
was one of the key reasons why the war crimes court was established outside Kosovo and staffed by internationals, although it is part of Kosovo's justice system.

Previous trials of KLA ex-guerrillas both inside Kosovo and at the UN's International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia have been marred by the intimidation of witnesses. In some cases, even after
they were relocated, they were approached by relatives or others trying to convince them to withdraw their initial testimonies. The former leader and deputy leader of the Kosovo Liberation Army War Veterans'
Organisation, Hysni Gucati and Nasim Haradinaj, have already been jailed for obstructing justice and intimidating witnesses by the Specialist Chambers.

They were prosecuted after they received batches of legal documents leaked from the Specialist Chambers which contained confidential information about protected witnesses, including names and personal
information, then held press conferences to urge media to publish extracts from the leaked files.

The Kosovo Specialist Chambers are trying former KLA guerrillas for crimes including murder, torture and illegal detentions.

Among those already on trial are former Kosovo President Hashim Thaci and former parliamentary speaker Kadri Veseli, who were senior KLA figures during wartime. Both have pleaded not guilty to war
crimes and crimes against humanity.
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Azerbaijan Launches Offensive In Breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh, Children Among Casualties (Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty) By RFE/RL's Azerbaijani Service RFE/RL's
Armenian Service
September 19, 2023

After weeks of bloody clashes, Azerbaijan on September 19 said it had launched an "anti-terrorist operation" in Nagorno-Karabakh, a major
escalation in hostilities with Armenia as the breakaway region already teeters on the brink of a humanitarian crisis after being blockaded for more
than eight months.

The shelling -- which triggered an immediate international outcry -- started shortly after Baku accused what it called "Armenian sabotage groups" for the two separate explosions that killed four military
personnel and two civilians in areas of Nagorno-Karabakh that are under the control of Russian peacekeepers.

Ethnic Armenians inside Nagorno-Karabakh quickly took to social media with posts of video and accounts saying the de facto capital, Stepanakert, was under bombardment. There were no immediate details on
damage or casualties. Azerbaijan's Defense Ministry said in a statement that "only legitimate military targets are being destroyed," while the Foreign Ministry said the only way for peace in the region was the
complete withdrawal of Armenian forces in the region.

Armenia's Defense Ministry, however, disputed Baku's statement, saying the country had no forces in Nagorno-Karabakh and that Baku's offensive "violated the cease-fire along the entire line of contact with
missile-artillery strikes."

Later in the day, Azerbaijan's Defense Ministry said in a statement that Azerbaijani forces had so far seized more than 60 military posts and destroyed up to 20 military vehicles with other hardware.

The de facto human rights ombudsman in the ethnic Armenian-controlled Azerbaijani region said that two civilians had been killed and 23 wounded -- including at least eight children -- in the attacks.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian immediately convened a meeting of the country's Security Council and said he was looking toward Moscow, which leads a military security alliance Armenia is a part of, and the
international community, to help put a stop to Baku's attacks.

"First of all, Russia must take steps and, secondly, we expect the UN Security Council to also take steps," Pashinian said in televised comments.

In the evening, angry crowds gathered outside government buildings in Yerevan, calling for Pashinian to resign, and clashed with police, RFE/RL's Armenian Service reported.

Protesters angry by what they saw as Moscow's failure to stop Azerbaijan also gathered outside the Russian Embassy in Yerevan, chanting anti-Russian slogans, TASS reported.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken called on Azerbaijan to halt its operation immediately, saying it was worsening an already dire humanitarian situation in Karabakh.

"The United States is deeply concerned by Azerbaijan's military actions in Nagorno-Karabakh and calls on Azerbaijan to cease these actions immediately," Blinken said in a statement.

Earlier, Armenia's Foreign Ministry said in a statement that Russian peacekeeping troops stationed in Nagorno-Karabakh will take "clear and unequivocal steps to stop Azerbaijan's aggression," referring to the
cease-fire agreement Moscow brokered between Yerevan and Baku after the two sides fought a six-week war in late 2020 over the region, leaving some 7,000 people dead.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told journalists in Moscow that Russia was worried by the escalation but that its peacekeepers in the region would continue their mission. She added
that Moscow had only "several minutes" notice before Baku launched its offensive.

"The most important thing is to convince both Yerevan and Baku to reject using force and sit down at the negotiating table," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

The European Union's top diplomat, Josep Borrell, condemned the operation and called on Azerbaijan to stop military activities in Nagorno-Karabakh, while saying Brussels remained committed to facilitating
dialogue to bring a lasting peace to the region.

Armenia's government said in a statement that French President Emmanuel Macron told Pashinian in a phone call that he will call for an emergency meeting of the UN Security Council over the situation.
Reuters quoted U.S. officials as saying Washington had already started a diplomatic outreach over the situation.

Nagorno-Karabakh-based independent journalist Marut Vanian confirmed to RFE/RL that Azerbaijan had "intensively" shelled the region.

"From my balcony I could see smoke rising from the direction of Shushi [known as Susa in Azerbaijani]. From my balcony I could hear sounds of explosions coming from different directions.... Several
explosions were very close," Vanian said, adding that the shelling had sent many families scrambling for cellars and shelters.

Metakse Hakobian, the secretary of the opposition "Justice" faction of Nagorno-Karabakh's de facto parliament, told RFE/RL that Stepanakert was "being bombarded from all sides."

Artak Beglarian, former minister and and ex-ombudsman of Nagorno-Karabakh, called the attacks "the bloody stage of the genocide" of Nagorno-Karabakh people and called onRussia, the United States, and
the European Union to stick to their guarantees for peace and security in the breakaway region.

The situation escalated in the region just one day after humanitarian aid delivery for ethnic Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh resumed after Nagorno-Karabakh's de facto authorities agreed to allow Russian-
provided aid to be delivered directly from Baku-controlled territory via the Agdam road.

In return, Azerbaijani authorities agreed to allow simultaneous aid deliveries to the breakaway region through the Lachin Corridor.

U.S. and European leaders have called for Azerbaijan to ease the transit of humanitarian aid to the beleaguered region, which is experiencing shortages of food, energy, and medicine.

Armenia and Azerbaijan have fought two wars over Nagorno-Karabakh, a predominantly Armenian-populated mountainous enclave that is internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan.

The cease-fire signed at the end of the 2020 conflict was hailed as a triumph in Azerbaijan, but Armenian losses sparked months of massive protests in Yerevan demanding Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian's
resignation.

Nagorno-Karabakh and seven nearby regions had been controlled by ethnic Armenians since a bitter war began as the Soviet Union crumbled in the late 1980s and then gave way to a three-decade "frozen
conflict."

AGBU urges world leaders and media to expose Azerbaijan's false pretexts for ethnic cleansing of Armenian (Armenian News) September 20, 2023

While heads of state and international journalists were focused on the annual UN General Assembly in New York, Azerbaijan enacted the next phase
of its master plan to force the Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh from their indigenous lands by launching a full-scale military operation against
Armenian defense formations. It also announced that it is providing a safe route to "evacuate" the civilian population to keep them from harm's way.
AGBU, world's largest Armenian non-profit organization, wrote this on their website.

The statement reads as following:

"This act of so-called benevolence flies in the face of reality, yet the world media reports it without the appropriate context. This lack of perspective only aids Azerbaijan in completing its mission to cleanse the
region of all traces of Armenian life, culture, and history.

Under the false pretext that Armenian defense forces provoked this anti-terrorist Azeri attack by setting landmines that killed several Azeri forces, Azerbaijan has once again justified its aggressive actions with
unproven claims that many in the international community and global media continue to take at face value.

This false equivalent strategy has helped enable Azerbaijan to violate the very laws and conventions that the UN established to prevent ethnic cleansing and genocide in the first place. In effect, Azerbaijan's
brazen military actions and forced evacuations are sending a cynical message to the world community--during UN General Assembly week no less. It is telling the world that it can operate outside of the
international world order simply because nobody is willing to check the veracity of its claims or put this aggression into perspective as part of a genocidal pattern of behavior recently denounced by human
rights agencies and experts including US, French and other government officials.

In the context of all the other crimes against humanity committed by Azerbaijan against Armenians over decades, and, most recently, in the 2020 Artsakh War and its aftermath, world leaders and media must
perform due diligence to fully investigate these contrived Azeri narratives, and avoid issuing neutral statements and reports that paint the Armenians as anything but clear victims.

AGBU believes that the time has come to end this tacit policy of "both-sides" culpability between Azerbaijan and Armenia for the deteriorating situation in Nagorno Karabakh.

While the Armenians of Artsakh are on the brink of expulsion from their ancestral lands, the world community has failed to frame the crisis accurately," says Berge Setrakian, President of AGBU, the world's
largest Armenian humanitarian organization.

"There are numerous documented accounts that indicate that Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh do not initiate physical violence against Azerbaijan but have always opted to seek legal remedies to retain its
historical status as an autonomous political entity. Only when Azerbaijan decided to use violence to prevent the Armenians from achieving the right to self-determination did the Armenians try to defend
themselves through military means. Apparently, Azerbaijan does not believe that a besieged, oppressed, and ethnically discriminated group of people have the right to stand up for its very survival," Setrakian
went on to say.

Azerbaijan has always been the aggressor and perpetrator of brute force resulting a litany of deadly and criminal tactics like the nine month economic blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh, use of chemical weapons,
torture of POWs, desecration of Armenian churches and Christian holy objects, and shelling of civilians targets. All these crimes should be taken into account when reporting or commenting on the current
crisis.

"Context, hard evidence, and original fact-finding missions are the only way to get to the truth and seek justice in this case," says AGBU Central Board Member and Media Relations expert Arda Haratunian.
"The world owes that to the Armenians who have suffered immensely from false equivalencies and largely inadequate reporting long enough. When the outcome is the destruction of a peaceful and democratic
people, and the murder of innocent lives, including children, full and accurate coverage is critical."

The U.S. Keeps Failing Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh (TIME) By Alex Galitsky and Gev Iskajyan
September 20, 2023

Against the backdrop of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, combating authoritarian aggression has taken center stage in Washington's foreign policy
agenda. But given the West's inaction in the face of yet another Azerbaijani assault on Nagorno-Karabakh this week—which resulted in the death of
at least 32 people and the forced displacement of several thousand more—it is clear that not all crises are made equal.

During U.S. President Joe Biden's remarks on Tuesday before the United Nations General Assembly, he asked "if we abandon the core principles of the United States to appease an aggressor, can any member
state of this body feel confident that they will be protected?" Yet just hours prior, Azerbaijan launched an unprovoked assault on Nagorno-Karabakh following nine months of blockading the region's 120,000
indigenous Armenians. The blockade was already causing critical shortages of food, medicine, fuel, and other basic necessities—forcing Karabakh's Armenians into a position of dependence and subservience.
Under these conditions, many Armenians will see no option but to leave their homes. But if Azerbaijan's record of detaining civilians at its military checkpoint tells us anything, it's that the ability for Armenians
to flee persecution isn't guaranteed. A ceasefire announced on Wednesday appears to have largely brought the latest assault to a halt. Yet the latest fighting is a crisis the U.S. had every opportunity to prevent
but spent months ignoring—prioritizing the preservation of energy ties with authoritarian Azerbaijan over the imminent threat to Armenian lives. The U.S. did not simply turn a blind eye to Azerbaijan's
longstanding attempts to impose its will on the Armenian people through starvation and force—it repeatedly emboldened and legitimized Azerbaijan's coercive diplomacy by refusing to hold Azerbaijan
accountable for its blockade. In standing by as Armenia was forced to engage in peace talks with a gun to its head, the U.S. appeared content with waiting until the Armenians of Karabakh were desperate
enough to submit to Azerbaijan's terms.

But the U.S. can learn from its past mistakes and make clear to Azerbaijan that its acts of aggression will not be rewarded. With negotiations between Azerbaijan and Karabakh's Armenians on the horizon, the
fate and status of the region's Armenian population remains uncertain. What is certain, however, is that Azerbaijan cannot be trusted with their security.

Prior to Azerbaijan's assault on Nagorno-Karabakh, international legal experts including former International Criminal Court Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo and former U.N. Special Advisor on the
Prevention of Genocide Juan Méndez warned that Azerbaijan's actions constituted a violation of the United Nations Genocide Convention. Those concerns remain no less pertinent today—and the risks of
further tragedy remain extremely high should the international community fail to take action and hold Azerbaijan to account.

During a recent U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing, Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Europe and Eurasia Yuri Kim vowed that "the United States will not countenance any action or effort—
short-term or long-term—to ethnically cleanse or commit other atrocities against the Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh."

Despite this, the U.S. failed to match those words with any meaningful action, an approach that could create a credibility crisis and embolden other would-be aggressors. To rectify this, the Biden
Administration should suspend military assistance to Baku via the enforcement of statutory restrictions outlined in Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act, which was enacted in the early 1990s in response
to Azerbaijan's first war on Nagorno-Karabakh and humanitarian blockade against Armenian civilians. Indeed, this is what the chairs of the Senate Foreign Relations and Armed Services Committees, Bob
Menendez and Jack Reed, urged in a recent letter to Secretary Blinken.

For decades, successive U.S. administrations have waived Section 907 restrictions on national security grounds. The State Department says it isreviewing assistance to Azerbaijan but refuses to publicly enforce
restrictions out of fear this would undermine peace talks with Armenia and push Baku into Moscow's arms. But if withholding the enforcement of these restrictions was meant to compel behavioral change in
Baku, then clearly this strategy has failed.

The U.S. must also directly target Azerbaijani officials complicit in the perpetration of human rights abuses with sanctions, including under the Global Magnitsky Act. The Biden Administration can use
Thursday's upcoming emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council convened by France to pursue robust guarantees for Nagorno-Karabakh's Armenians. This must include an international
peacekeeping force on the ground and a humanitarian mission that ensures Armenians are not left at the mercy of Azerbaijan.

How the U.S. responds to Azerbaijan's latest assault on Nagorno-Karabakh will be a test of its commitment to not only combating authoritarian expansionism—but also in the duty to prevent further atrocities.
A failure to change course would not only threaten the survival of Nagorno-Karabakh's Armenians, but send a dangerous signal to despots the world over.
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War crimes investigators establish office in Ukraine after Russia charged with abducting more than 19,000 children (Business Insider) By By Charles R. Davis
September 14, 2023

War crimes investigators opened an office in Kyiv on Thursday to investigate allegations that Russia has been abducting children. A top Ukrainian
official described the move as a "pivotal" step toward achieving justice.

The International Criminal Court in March announced that it was issuing an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin, declaring that he is "allegedly responsible for the war crime of unlawful
deportation" of children from occupied areas of Ukraine.

Ukrainian officials accuse Russia of having deported or forcibly displaced more than 19,500 children, a claim bolstered by independent investigations. Russia has admitted taking minors from Ukraine — and
having them adopted by Russian families — but insists it has done so for their own safety. The Geneva Conventions generally prohibit the forcible transfer of civilians from occupied regions to the occupier's
own territory.

On Thursday, the head of the ICC, Krim A. A. Khan, was in Kyiv to mark the opening of the new office following the signing of a cooperation agreement in March, under which Ukraine will share evidence it has
gathered of possible Russian war crimes. It is one of just a handful of offices that the ICC operates around the globe. Andriy Kostin, Ukraine's top prosecutor, welcomed the move.

"Today marks a pivotal stride in our journey towards restoring justice," Kostin wrote in a post on social media, saying Ukraine would provide access to witnesses and alleged crime scenes. "We are doing our
utmost to ensure that the ICC experts can see the aftermath of the aggressor's crimes with their own eyes and draw their independent conclusions."

War crime investigators prepare case against Russia over food attacks (Telegraph) By Ben Farmer
September 18, 2023

War crimes investigators say they aim to bring the first international prosecution for starvation following Russia's attacks on Ukrainian food supplies
and farming.

The targeting of Ukraine's agriculture, its farmland and grains stocks, and even civilians searching for food, amounts to a weaponisation of starvation and a clear war crime, investigators argue.

Last week, Russia continued to strike Ukrainian grain export ports on the Danube river and in the Odesa region. The United Nations said Russia has been carrying out an average of one attack every other day
since Moscow pulled out of the international Black Sea deal to transport Ukraine's grain to the world's markets.

Investigators said the Kremlin's weaponisation of food had ranged from attacking food queues to blockading grain exports, destroying farming infrastructure and diverting captured Ukrainian supplies to
Russia.

The Rome statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), the legal basis of the Hague-based body, defines a starvation war crime as: "Intentionally using starvation of civilians as a method of warfare, by
depriving them of objects indispensable to their survival, including by willfully preventing relief supplies as provided for in the Geneva Conventions."

Yousuf Syed Khan, a senior lawyer with an international human rights law firm, called Global Rights Compliance, has been working with Ukraine's prosecutor general to document suspected crimes.

He said: "We believe very strongly that through conduct in the offensives that we have documented, starvation crimes are fairly clear and we hope to provide the ICC with a submission so that they may take it
forward." The crime has so far never been brought to prosecution, but he said the idea had gained traction. The crime was in 2019 widened to include starvation in non-international armed conflicts, such as
civil wars.

He said: "We are seeing a lot of momentum. I think Ukraine, with the political interest and the realpolitik, could really genuinely be the first case for starvation. Ukraine could really be a test case here."

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) aid agency last week said Russia's blockade of Ukraine's grain exports would increase global prices and increase food shortages in some of the world's poorest
countries.

Negotiations are still going on to revive the Black Sea deal, which allowed for commercial food and fertiliser exports from three Ukrainian ports, but sources familiar with the talks said Russia had refused to
give ground until its own demands were met.

'This is another Holodomor'

These include the unfreezing of foreign accounts of its domestic agricultural companies, the lifting of an embargo on agricultural machinery spare parts for use in Russia, and the reconnection of
Rosselkhozbank, a Russian agricultural bank, back to the international SWIFT payment system.

Meanwhile, IRC said the destruction of grain silos, bombardment of Ukraine's ports and civilian infrastructure, as well as widespread landmine contamination, "make it virtually impossible for the farmers to
recover and prepare for the upcoming winter".

For many Ukrainians, Russia's weaponisation of food brings echoes of the man-made famine that convulsed the country in the early 1930s.

That famine, known as the Holodomor, or "murder by starvation", followed the decision of the Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin, to collectivise agriculture. Millions starved as farmers and peasants were forced to
give up their land and main source of food. Around four million Ukrainians are estimated to have died.

Andrii, a farmer from Kherson, said following the Russian invasion, everything from his farm had been stolen and his fields were full of unexploded land mines.

"Everything that is happening with agriculture in Ukraine is another Holodomor, not for Ukraine, but for the world, for Africa, and for all buyers of Ukrainian grain," he said. "This crisis has the potential to lead
to famine worldwide."

The ICC has already issued an arrest warrant for Putin for the alleged war crime of unlawfully deporting Ukrainian children to Russia. Prosecutions for other war crimes are expected to follow, though Russia
does not recognise the court.

Mr Syed Khan declined to say which Russian figures might have committed starvation crimes.

But he said the tactics were familiar from Russia's brutal campaign to help Bashar al-Assad subdue Syria. He said: "When you besiege an area, in order to accelerate its capture, you attack what are called objects
indispensable to the survival of the civilian population. These can be electricity, heat, the water supply and food sources.

"You do that in order to accelerate the capture of an area, and force the capitulation of the party because you are basically making life uninhabitable for the civilian population.

"You see that repeatedly, you saw that in Chernihiv [outside Kyiv] where they were attacking bread queues, you see it in the way that the sieges are manifested, bombing humanitarian corridors, blocking access
for international actors to provide aid."

Weaponisation of food happened not only during Russia's invasion, but during its occupation of Ukrainian territory, Mr Syed Khan added.

"Here you have an almost systematic way in which they are rebuilding rail infrastructure, rebuilding road infrastructure in order to ostensibly export millions of tonnes of Ukraine's grain to the Russian side."
He said Moscow was also holding Ukrainian grain hostage as a bargaining chip.

"You are attacking grain ports along the Danube, you are forcing Ukraine to pivot to the Sulina Channel with its exports, to work with Romania, in order to elicit sanctions relief on the world stage for Moscow."

War crimes tribunal ICC says it has been hacked (Reuters) By Toby Sterling and Stephanie van den Berg
September 19, 2023

The International Criminal Court (ICC) said on Tuesday its computer system had been hacked, a breach at one of the world's most high-profile
international institutions and one that handles highly sensitive information about war crimes.

The ICC said it had detected unusual activity on its computer network at the end of last week, prompting a response that was still ongoing. A spokesperson declined to comment on how serious the hack was,
whether it has been fully resolved, or who might be behind it.

"Immediate measures were adopted to respond to this cybersecurity incident and to mitigate its impact," the ICC said in a short statement.

The ICC is the permanent war crimes tribunal in the Dutch city of The Hague, established in 2002 to try war crimes and crimes against humanity. Prosecutors at the court are currently conducting 17
investigations into situations in Ukraine, Uganda, Venezuela, Afghanistan and the Philippines, among others.

In March, the court made headlines when it issued an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin on suspicion of illegally deporting children from Ukraine. The Kremlin rejects the accusations and the
court's jurisdiction.

Highly sensitive documents at the ICC could include anything from criminal evidence to names of protected witnesses, though the court did not disclose what part of its systems had been accessed.

The court said in its statement that it was continuing to "analyse and mitigate the impact of this incident" with the assistance of the Dutch government. It said it was also taking steps to strengthen its
cybersecurity. A spokesperson for the Dutch Justice Ministry confirmed the country's National Cyber Security Centre was supporting the investigation but declined further comment.

The president of the ICC's bar association, Marie-Hélène Proulx, said lawyers for defendants and victims had been impacted "in the same manner as the court's staff" by unspecified security measures taken in
response to the incident.

"We commend efforts ... in securing the court's information systems and hope that the situation will be resolved promptly," she said.

The Dutch intelligence agency (AIVD) said in its 2022 annual report that the ICC was "of interest to Russia because it is investigating possible Russian war crimes in Georgia and Ukraine". In June 2022, the
AIVD disclosed it had found a Russian military agent posing as a Brazilian in an attempt to infiltrate the court.

In August 2023, ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan said that cyber attacks could be part of future war crimes investigations. He warned that the ICC itself could be vulnerable and should strengthen its defences.

"Disinformation, destruction, the alteration of data, and the leaking of confidential information may obstruct the administration of justice at the ICC and, as such, constitute crimes within the ICC's jurisdiction
that might be investigated or prosecuted," he wrote in a Foreign Policy Analytics report funded by Microsoft. "But prevention remains better than cure."
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Iran says won't extend Iraq deadline for disarming Kurdish armed groups (AA) By Zahir Sofuoglu
September 17, 2023

Iran will not extend a deadline set for Baghdad to disarm and relocate Kurdish armed groups from northern Iraq's Kurdish region, the Iranian
defense minister said Sunday.

Iran "will carry out a last-minute assessment of the situation before making the final decision," Mohammad Reza Ashtihani said in statements cited by the semi-official Tasnim news agency. Last month, Iran
announced an agreement with the Iraqi government on "disarming and relocating" the "armed terrorist groups" in northern Iraq's Kurdish region by Sept. 19. Iranian authorities have often protested what they
call the presence of "terrorist groups" in Iraq's Kurdish region, with Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) carrying out a series of drone and missile strikes late last year on their positions. This January,
Iran accused Kurdish groups in northern Iraq of carrying out an attack on a military facility in the central city of Isfahan, which was reportedly thwarted. The incident came less than two months after the IRGC
fired missiles and drones at targets in the Kurdish region, killing at least 13 people. Last month, Maj. Gen. Mohammad Bagheri, chief of staff of the Iranian armed forces, warned that if the Iraqi authorities do
not act, the Iranian military will resume its operations.

Turkish statement links Iraqi Kurdish party elements to terrorist PKK (Daily Sabah) September 20, 2023

As Iraq accuses Turkiye of "attacks" on its soil, the Turkish Foreign Ministry said a "drone attack" Baghdad claims was conducted by Turkiye in Iraq's
north revealed that members of the PKK terrorist group were training with a group affiliated with the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) active in the
region controlled by the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG).

The ministry issued a statement late Tuesday about the explosion on Monday at Arbat Airport in the city of Sulaymaniyah. "We closely monitor the terrorist activities of the PKK and its extensions in Iraq, which
were intensified especially in the north of the country, as well as the mobility through the terror corridor established between Syria and Iraq. In this vein, the developments related to the explosion that took
place on Sept. 18, 2023, at Arbat Airport in Sulaymaniyah are noteworthy. It is understood that the members of the PUK's 'Anti-Terrorist Group' were conducting a training exercise together with PKK/YPG
terrorists at the time of the explosion. This development is quite disturbing as it has clearly revealed the cooperation between the PUK's security apparatus and members of the terrorist organization," the
ministry said in its statement. "This latest incident has also confirmed once again the accuracy of the measures we have taken regarding Sulaymaniyah, the people of who are almost taken hostage by the
terrorist organization. Turkiye expects both the central government of Iraq and the Kurdistan Regional Government to recognize the PKK terrorist group and its affiliates as terrorist organizations and to
sincerely and tangibly combat terrorism," the statement also said. Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan visited Iraq, including Baghdad and the KRG region, last month in his first visit since his appointment and has
voiced Turkiye's call for the PKK's recognition as a terrorist group. "We must not allow the PKK terrorist organization, which is a common enemy of Turkiye and Iraq, to poison our bilateral relations," Fidan
said at a news conference in August with his Iraqi counterpart. "We cannot accept the PKK challenging the sovereignty of Iraq," he added. Fidan said that the territorial integrity, political unity and sovereignty
of Iraq are one of Turkiye's priorities. "Sinjar, Makhmour, Qandil, Sulaymaniyah and many other Iraqi districts have been occupied by the PKK terrorist group." In its more than 35-year terror campaign against
Turkiye, the PKK has been responsible for the deaths of over 40,000 people, including women, children and infants. Turkiye supports Iraq's fight against the PKK terrorist organization, Fidan said. "We are
ready to collaborate with Iraq in the fight against all forms of terrorist organizations, whether it's the PKK or Daesh, regardless of their names. "These groups, aiming to undermine Iraq's territorial integrity and
political unity, are targeting the stability and prosperity of our Iraqi brothers and committing crimes against humanity," he added. Ankara maintains dozens of military bases in northern Iraq where it regularly
launches operations against the group, which maintains a stronghold in the Qandil Mountains. In the last few years, intensifying operations in the region have demolished terrorist lairs in Metina, Avashin-
Basyan, Zap and Gara. After eradicating the group's influence in these regions, Turkiye also aims to clear Qandil, Sinjar and Makhmour. Turkiye's military involvement in northern Iraq dates back over two
decades, separately from its operations against the PKK, and also included the war against the Daesh terrorist group, which controlled much of the area, in 2014 and 2015, when Ankara was an ally in the U.S.-
led anti-Daesh campaign. The terrorist group has been more active in Syria after a civil war broke out more than a decade ago. YPG terrorists control areas near the Syrian-Iraqi border and unconfirmed reports
say they travel between the two countries secretly.
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Ben Roberts-Smith fights war crime investigators' push to access sensitive court files (The Guardian) By Ben Doherty
September 11, 2023

Ben Roberts-Smith is fighting efforts by government war crimes investigators to access restricted and sensitive court files from his failed defamation
case, as the government confirms it is investigating more than 30 alleged criminal offences by Australian soldiers over a decade in Afghanistan.

After Roberts-Smith's defamation action against three Australian newspapers was dismissed in its entirety in the federal court in June, the commonwealth government sought access to the defamation case's
sensitive court file.

The government has applied for changes to national security orders to allow war crimes investigators from the Office of the Special Investigator to apply for access to the sensitive documents. Those include
thousands of classified documents and photographs, the identities of anonymised SAS witnesses, and transcripts of evidence given in closed court sessions of the trial, including by Roberts-Smith.

The federal court will hear the application for the documents later this month.

Luke Livingston SC, acting for Roberts-Smith, told a federal court hearing in Sydney on Monday that Roberts-Smith opposed the commonwealth being granted access "to certain categories of information that's
on the sensitive court file".

In particular, Roberts-Smith's lawyers opposed the release of closed court transcripts which contain evidence obtained by the Inspector-General of the Australian Defence Force inquiry into allegations of
potential war crimes committed by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan.

The four-year IGADF inquiry, conducted by judge Major-General Paul Brereton examined allegations of war crimes and other misconduct by Australian special forces soldiers in Afghanistan. It produced the
Brereton report which found "credible" evidence to support allegations that 39 Afghan civilians were unlawfully killed by Australian special forces soldiers.

The OSI was established after the Brereton report to investigate allegations raised in the report for potential criminal prosecution

Jennifer Single SC, for the commonwealth, said Roberts-Smith's opposition to access being granted to the sensitive court filed was "based on a core premise … that the sensitive court file is replete with
information from the IGADF's Afghanistan inquiry that may be protected by … statutory immunities".

However, Single argued, it was "very unlikely" that the sensitive court file would contain any information from the IGADF inquiry that was protected by immunities.

On Monday, the federal court heard OSI was currently conducting 33 active investigations into alleged criminal offences by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan between 2005 and 2016.

Roberts-Smith has not been charged with any crime over his conduct in Afghanistan, though he remains under investigation by the OSI.

Only one Australian soldier, former SAS trooper Oliver Schulz, has been charged over his alleged conduct in Afghanistan. In March, he was charged with one count of the war crime of murder over allegations he
shot dead father-of-two Dad Mohammad as Mohammad lay in a wheat field in the southern Afghanistan village of Deh Jawz in 2012.

Roberts-Smith, a former SAS corporal and a recipient of the Victoria Cross, sued the Age, the Sydney Morning Herald and the Canberra Times for defamation over a series of 2018 articles he alleged falsely
portrayed him as a criminal who "broke the moral and legal rules of military engagement" and "disgraced" his country and its army.

He denied all wrongdoing and said the allegations against him were motivated by spite and jealousy. However, in June, justice Anthony Besanko dismissed his application in its entirety, finding the newspapers
had proven to a civil standard — on the balance of probabilities — that Roberts-Smith was complicit in the murder of four unarmed prisoners while serving in Afghanistan, including kicking a handcuffed man, a
father of six named Ali Jan, off a cliff before ordering him shot dead.

Roberts-Smith is appealing that decision to the full bench of the federal court, to be heard in February.

The Taliban have waged a systematic assault on freedom in Afghanistan, says UN human rights chief (AP News) September 12, 2023

The Taliban have waged a systematic assault on the freedom of Afghanistan's people, including women and girls experiencing "immeasurably cruel"
oppression, the U.N.'s human rights chief said Tuesday.

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk said that human rights are in a state of collapse in Afghanistan more than two years after the Taliban returned to power and stripped back
institutional protections at all levels. He urged U.N. member states to help fill the void.

"The shocking level of oppression of Afghan women and girls is immeasurably cruel," Turk said during a meeting of the U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva. "Afghanistan has set a devastating precedent as
the only country in the world where women and girls are denied access to secondary and higher education."

The Taliban regained control of Afghanistan on August 15, 2021, as U.S and NATO forces withdrew from the country after more than two decades of war. They initially promised a more moderate approach than
during they during their previous rule from 1996 to 2001 but gradually reimposed their harsh interpretation of Islamic law, or Sharia.

Along with excluding girls and women from education beyond sixth grade, most forms of employment and many public spaces, the Taliban have harassed or beaten women at checkpoints for failing to wear a
hijab, or Islamic headscarf, according to a report Turk presented to the Human Rights Council. They have ordered women to return home from markets for shopping without a male guardian.

With female lawyers and judges excluded from working or practicing law, women and girls have less ability to obtain legal representation and access to justice, the report stated.

The Taliban edicts have prompted an international outcry. But officials, including the supreme leader Hibatullah Akhundzada, have told other countries to stop interfering in Afghanistan's internal affairs.

Nobody from the Taliban was immediately available for comment on the U.N. report.
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Russian FM Lavrov assures Bangladesh that Moscow will complete nuclear power plant on time (Arab News) September 7, 2023

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on Thursday assured Bangladesh that Moscow was committed to complete a nuclear power project on time,
despite obstacles resulting from Western sanctions over the war in Ukraine.

Lavrov, the first Russian foreign minister to visit Bangladesh since its 1971 independence, reached Dhaka late on Thursday for a two-day visit after attending the East Asia summit in Jakarta.

Bangladesh's Foreign Minister Abdul Momen took up the issue of timely completion of the nuclear power project and bilateral trade issues with Lavrov, who also offered export of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to
meet Dhaka's energy needs, officials said.

"Our flagship joint project is construction of the Rooppur nuclear power plant on the territory of Bangladesh," Lavrov said.

"The project is progressing smoothly in line with the schedule, and delivery and charging of first nuclear fuel are expected as early as in October," Lavrov said after the meeting.

Bangladesh is building the first of two nuclear power plants in collaboration with Russian state-owned atomic company Rosatom in a $12.65 billion project, 90 percent of which is financed through a Russian
loan repayable within 28 years with a 10-year grace period.

The construction of the plant has been delayed due to two years of restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and war-related sanctions. In December last year, because of US sanctions on Moscow,
Bangladesh denied entry to a Russian ship that was carrying equipment for the nuclear power plant.

The first unit of the plant, with a total generation capacity of 2,400 megawatts, was due to start operation in July next year but is facing a setback over loan repayments.

Bangladesh has faced its worst electricity crisis since 2013, a Reuters analysis of government data shows, due to erratic weather and difficulty in paying for fuel imports amid declining forex reserves and a
weakened currency.

Bangladesh was Russia's second-largest trade partner in South Asia after India, Lavrov said, adding the bilateral trade was expected to further increase.

The two countries are also collaborating to find solutions for sending essential commodities from Russia to Bangladesh, and alternative currencies to the dollar are being explored for trade settlements, he said.

Both Russia and Western countries are seeking the support of Bangladesh, which has been reluctant to take sides in the Ukraine war even as it struggles with higher fuel and food import costs.

France's President Emmanuel Macron will also visit Dhaka next week after attending the G20 meeting, aiming to deepen relations with a country experiencing rapid economic growth.

Lavrov will call on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Friday before heading to New Delhi for the G20 leaders' summit, government official said.

Dhaka has asked Moscow to ensure it uses non-sanctioned ships to deliver equipment for the plant, while urging a resolution of its conflict with its neighbor through dialogue and discussions.

"We don't want war. We want all issues to get resolved through dialogue and discussion," Bangladesh's foreign minister Momen said.
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War crimes intensifying: Myanmar human rights investigators (UN News) September 11, 2023

"The frequency and intensity of war crimes and crimes against humanity has only increased in recent months," said Nicholas Koumjian, head of the
investigation team, formally known as the Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM).

'Brazen bombings'

Addressing the forum in Geneva, he described even "more brazen aerial bombings and indiscriminate shelling, resulting in the deaths of innocent civilians including children. We have also seen increased
executions of captured combatants and civilians and intentional burnings of homes and villages."

Listing a series of further violations including torture, sexual violence and arrests, Mr. Koumjian highlighted the lack of due process and accountability for war crimes, particularly within the Myanmar military.

The development follows an appeal from UN Secretary-General António Guterres to Myanmar's military rulers who seized power in a coup on 1 February 2021 to "listen to the aspirations of its people, release
all political prisoners, and open the door to a return to democratic rule."

Evidence and information "We continue to face the challenge of not having access to Myanmar. Our repeated requests for information and access have been ignored by the military authorities," Mr. Koumjian
told the Human Rights Council.

Delegations including the European Union, Finland, Canada and Costa Rica condemned the violence, while numerous other countries urged the military junta to allow the IIMM access to the country.

Among the Council's 47 Member States, China, Iran and Russia underscored the principle of national sovereignty regarding external intervention.

Despite a lack of physical access to Myanmar, the head of the investigation team highlighted the unprecedented and unanticipated level of information that had been collated - facilitated by witnesses as well as
modern technology.

"None of our work would be possible without the courage and commitment of the many individuals and organizations that provide us with information," Mr. Koumjian said.

We understand this Council did not create our Mechanism to simply place evidence in storage," he continued, emphasizing that the evidence has been shared with the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the
International Criminal Court (ICC) and in Argentina where international criminal proceedings are ongoing, surrounding crimes against the Rohingya. Persecuted minority

The Mechanism continues to actively investigate the violence that led to the large-scale displacement of the Rohingya from Myanmar in 2016 and 2017.

"We have collected compelling evidence of the widespread burning of Rohingya villages and the assaults and killings of civilians. I have been particularly horrified by the numerous accounts of sexual crimes
that we have collected," Mr. Koumjian told the Council.

Just last month, UN human rights chief Volker Türk marked the sixth anniversary of the start of a massive offensive by Myanmar's military against the mainly Muslim minority in Rakhine state, reiterating the
call for justice after hundreds of thousands of Rohingya were driven from their homes by security forces.

Some 10,000 Rohingya men, women, children and newborns are believed to have been killed, with more than 300 villages burnt to the ground and over 700,000 forced to flee to Bangladesh in search of safety,
joining tens of thousands who fled earlier persecutions.

On Monday at the Council, countries including Bangladesh echoed Mr. Türk's earlier call for a sustainable return for the Rohingya to their homeland.

"The Myanmar people are suffering deeply from the effects of these ongoing horrific crimes," Mr. Koumjian said. "I would like them to know that the Mechanism is committed to pursuing justice for them and
focusing all our efforts to ensure that the perpetrators will one day be held to account."

The investigators

The Myanmar investigation team was created by the UN Human Rights Council in 2018 and became operational in August the following year.

Its mandate is to collect evidence of the most serious international crimes and violations of international law and prepare files for criminal prosecution, making use of the information handed over to it by the
Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar.

The Mechanism is composed of impartial and experienced professional and administrative personnel. It does not have its own police force nor its own prosecutors or judges.
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Truth and Reconciliation Commission

If We Raise Our Voice They Arrest Us: Sri Lanka’s Proposed Truth and Reconciliation Commission (Human Rights Watch) September 18, 2023

Summary: “Since my husband was abducted, I lost my freedom to do routine activities… Even if I go to the market or temple, they [security officers]
ask, ‘Where are you going?’” — Tamil woman from eastern Sri Lanka whose husband was forcibly disappeared in 2000

Countless thousands of Sri Lankans await justice and accountability for serious human rights violations and war crimes committed during decades of civil unrest and armed conflict. They are the victims or
family members of victims of arbitrary arrest and detention, torture, enforced disappearance, and unlawful killings by government security forces, the successionist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) or
other non-state armed groups.

Fourteen years since the LTTE’s defeat in 2009, and over three decades after the suppression of a leftist uprising in the south in 1989, successive Sri Lankan governments have taken no effective action to
provide justice for these victims. For those who have suffered violations by the security forces, the government has rarely even acknowledged the commission of crimes.

Over the years there has been high-profile international attention and calls for accountability at the United Nations Human Rights Council, by the UN human rights office and various UN experts, as well as
concerned governments and donors. Multiple Sri Lankan government initiatives, including several official commissions, were established since the 1990s to examine human rights violations and abuses by all
sides, but none have yielded any remedy. In 2015, the Sri Lankan government supported a consensus resolution of the Human Rights Council that would have established a hybrid court – with international as
well as domestic participation – but most of its provisions were never implemented and a new administration repudiated those commitments in 2020. As a result, there has been no meaningful accountability
or redress for victims, their families, and their communities.

The most recent effort by the administration of President Ranil Wickremesinghe to establish a National Unity and Reconciliation Commission (NURC), a “South Africa style” truth commission, appears to be
primarily an attempt to deflect international pressure at the Human Rights Council from genuine truth and justice. The South African process, implemented in very different circumstances to those of Sri Lanka,
provided little criminal accountability. While South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission was a major step forward in its time, there are now 30 years of accumulated global experience of prosecutions
of international crimes.

The government has set up the “interim secretariat” of the NURC and appointed a director general, although detailed proposals have still not been published. Affected Tamil and Muslim communities, whose
support is essential, have yet to be properly consulted.

This report – based on over 80 interviews conducted in June 2023 – shows why the proposed National Unity and Reconciliation Commission is not a serious step to obtain truth or justice for past international
crimes. The government should genuinely engage with victims and affected communities and learn from previous efforts. It should build on the evidence collected and recommendations made by past
commissions including the 2017 Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms, which studied options for transitional justice. The government needs to end its ongoing abuses against victims, their
families, and human rights defenders and activists seeking to enforce their rights. This means stopping and appropriately punishing members of the military, police and intelligence services who are carrying
out surveillance and intimidation, repressing protests, abusing counterterrorism laws, and taking part in “land grabs” targeting minority communities.

Families of victims of enforced disappearances and civil society activists particularly in the predominantly Tamil north and east of Sri Lanka told Human Rights Watch that they have given evidence to several
previous government commissions and are unwilling to expose themselves again to threats from security agencies and repeated re-traumatization. Said a relative of a forcibly disappeared person:

Already there are so many commissions. They came to the villages, met the people, and they wrote a report. All those reports are sleeping in their storeroom. Those are the true stories from the families. Some of
them [family members] have already died. We have given all the truth and evidence already to all those commissions.

In recent months the Sri Lankan government has engaged with other governments including South Africa, Switzerland, and Japan to request their support for the NURC, and is seeking support from United
Nations agencies. In an interview on June 26, 2023, President Wickremesinghe announced that he intended to pass legislation to establish commission “by August.” However, as of early September, no official
draft of the legislation has been made public.

Sri Lankan civil society and victims’ groups have issued several joint statements making it clear that while a process to deliver truth and justice is urgently needed, the current initiative lacks credibility and risks
further harm to victims and their families. They have said that they will only support an initiative that is accompanied by confidence-building measures and is part of a holistic approach to transitional justice
that includes truth seeking, prosecutions before ordinary courts, meaningful reparations, and guarantees of non-recurrence. Among several specific demands, victims’ families and civil society groups have
called on the government to use evidence already provided to previous commissions, to reveal the fate of the disappeared, and to end the harassment of victim families and human rights defenders.

While the proposed NURC is still not publicly available, there are serious concerns that there will be little or no provision for criminal accountability for serious crimes under international law. This would be
contrary to international requirements and practice, and the interests of victims.

International law obligates governments prosecuting those responsible for serious international crimes, such as war crimes and crimes against humanity, to combat impunity and ensure victims’ rights to truth,
justice, and an effective remedy. Sri Lanka is a party to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and human rights treaties such as the Convention against Torture, which expressly provide for the prosecution of those
responsible for serious crimes. Any amnesties granted would have no effect on these treaty obligations. Continuing impunity for grave and longstanding abuses in Sri Lanka fuels further human rights violations
and undermines prospects for a durable peace in the country.

In other respects, the Wickremasinghe administration has not brought about significant improvements in the country’s human rights situation.

The authorities have continued to use the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) to threaten, detain and prosecute Tamils predominantly, as well as activists and victims’ families. The law has also been used to
arbitrarily detain Muslims, as well as some of those that organized recent protests related to the economic crisis. Sri Lankan governments have repeatedly pledged to repeal or significantly amend the legislation
following decades of abuse, including a 2017 commitment to do so as part of its effort to gain tariff-free access for exports to the European Union. In March 2023, the government proposed a new
counterterrorism law in response to pressure from the EU to fulfill the terms of its GSP+ trading privileges. But the new bill contains many of the same abusive provisions, as well as new powers, that would
further enable the authorities to silence peaceful dissent.

Meanwhile, government agencies, including the military, the Department of Forest Conservation, the Department of Wildlife Conservation, and the Department of Archaeology, are engaged in a campaign of
“land grabbing” in the north and east, targeting land belonging to Tamil and Muslim communities and their religious sites. The government has sought to justify its policies on various grounds, including
environmental protection and preserving purported archaeological sites, but residents and activists see these as pretexts for unlawful seizures that the security forces use for economic gain, and could affect
demographic patterns in the north and east with implications for electoral representation.

Activists and residents have faced threats and attacks. For instance, on April 5, 2023, Nihal Ahmed, an Ampara district land rights activist, along with colleagues and members of a dispossessed farming
community who were collecting information, were abducted and assaulted by people alleged to be staff of a partially state-owned sugar plantation. Ahmed told Human Rights Watch:

We five people went to identify the [disputed] land. Twenty-five staff of the sugar corporation attacked us. For three hours they removed our clothes and took photos and videos and blackmailed us that if we are
going to talk about these issues, they would publish the images on social media. They attacked us because we are working for farmers’ land rights. We thought they would kill us.

The government has indicated that it hopes that establishing the NURC will help bring an end to the process at the Human Rights Council, which has passed a series of resolutions since 2015 mandating efforts
to support accountability for international crimes. In 2021, the Human Rights Council established the Sri Lanka Accountability Project within the UN “to collect, consolidate, analyse and preserve information
and evidence and to develop possible strategies for future accountability processes.” Its mandate will require renewal in 2024.

However, the need for continued international monitoring and evidence collection is clear. While President Wickremesinghe has spoken of “reconciliation,” his government has taken no meaningful steps to
pursue investigations and prosecutions. Some military leaders have received senior government appointments despite serious allegations against them.

Government rights violations have not been limited to Tamil or Muslim minorities. People who protested government corruption and mismanagement that contributed to Sri Lanka’s economic crisis in 2022
were subjected to the use of excessive force by the police and security forces. Some of those who allegedly took part in the protests, which forced the previous president to step down, still face legal action.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Türk, in his September 2023 report on Sri Lanka to the Human Rights Council, said,

Lack of accountability at all levels remains the fundamental main human rights problem. Whether it refers to war crime atrocities, post-war emblematic cases, torture and deaths in police custody, excesses in
crowd control, corruption and the abuse of power, Sri Lanka suffers from an extraordinary accountability deficit… accountability remains a crucial element of any genuine reconciliation agenda and any new
transitional justice measures, including a truth commission, must meet international standards and the expectations of victims and their relatives to deliver lasting gain.

To make progress toward achieving credible justice, the government should consult with victims and their families, human rights defenders, and members of previous commissions. Instead of retraumatizing
witnesses and exposing them to renewed threats, it should begin with the extensive evidence already collected. It should act on previous recommendations made by experts and organizations both in Sri Lanka
and abroad; and it should cooperate with the Sri Lanka Accountability Project.

The Wickramasinghe administration should adopt concrete confidence-building measures to demonstrate the government’s commitment to a genuine process. It needs to end the surveillance and intimidation
of victims’ families and human rights defenders, allow the memorialization of Tamil victims of the war, invite international assistance to investigate and preserve evidence from mass graves, and halt
discriminatory policies such as “land grabbing” in the north and east that violate the rights of members of minority communities. Otherwise, the National Unity and Reconciliation Commission will just become
Sri Lanka’s latest failed initiative to address the persistent and deeply damaging impunity gap.

Recommendations

To the Sri Lankan Government ● Suspend the establishment of the National Unity and Reconciliation Commission and conduct genuine consultations with victims of abuses, families of victims, human rights
defenders, and civil society groups to address their concerns, including with respect to safety and the risk of re-traumatization. ● End the harassment and intimidation of victims of abuses, their families, human
rights defenders and civil society activists, and allow Tamil communities to memorialize victims of past abuses. ● Engage in a thorough review of past efforts, including through genuine consultations with
former commission members, victims and their families, and civil society groups, to distill lessons learned. ● Lay out a holistic process, based on consultations and review of previous commissions, that includes
truth seeking, prosecutions before ordinary courts, meaningful reparations, and guarantees of non-recurrence. ● Take concrete steps to advance accountability for serious crimes in violation of international
law, starting with directing the police and attorney general to investigate and appropriately prosecute alleged rights violations, and ending efforts to block existing investigations and prosecutions. ● Use
evidence already gathered by previous commissions to support prosecutions and provide information about the fate of victims of enforced disappearance. ● Invite international assistance to investigate and
preserve evidence from mass graves. ● End the practice of “land grabs” backed or carried out by state agencies in the north and east, and return improperly seized land. ● Repeal the Prevention of Terrorism
Act, and ensure that any new counterterrorism legislation meets international due process and fair trial standards. ● Cooperate with the UN Human Rights Council initiatives, including the Sri Lanka
Accountability Project. ● Ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

To Foreign Governments, the United Nations, and Other International Institutions

● Call upon the government to end ongoing rights violations, including the surveillance and intimidation of victims and activists by security agencies, obstacles to memorialization of Tamil war victims, and the
confiscation of land without full respect for the rights of local residents who have long used the land. ● Do not endorse, fund, or otherwise support the National Unity and Reconciliation Commission unless
victims and their families and civil society groups are genuinely consulted and their concerns addressed, including demonstrating a genuine commitment to prosecutions, witness safety, and preventing re-
traumatization. ● Send an unequivocal message that amnesty is not permissible with respect to international crimes and cannot be allowed as part of any commission or initiative. ● Call upon the government to
implement the recommendations of previous commissions, including acting upon the evidence they gathered, and disclosing the fate of victims of enforced disappearance. ● Make available appropriate
technical assistance to investigate and preserve evidence from mass graves. ● Insist on time-bound steps to implement international pledges on human rights, including to the European Union under GSP+. ●
Hold the government to its commitment to repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act, call for an immediate mortarium on the use of the law and for the release of all those arbitrarily held, and urge the
government to ensure that any new counterterrorism legislation meets international human rights standards. ● Continue to support Human Rights Council initiatives on Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka
Accountability Project, including by renewing its mandate in 2024. ● Consider bringing cases under the principle of universal jurisdiction for serious international crimes committed in Sri Lanka. Methodology

This report is based on over 80 interviews that Human Rights Watch conducted in June 2023 with relatives of victims of enforced disappearance, other victims of human rights violations and abuses, human
rights defenders, journalists, and civil society activists in the Northern Province and Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. We also examined government documents and met with foreign diplomats, academics, and
other expert sources in the capital, Colombo.

We informed all interviewees of the purpose of the interview, its voluntary nature, and that they could end the interview at any time. We provided no remuneration or other inducement, although in some cases
we reimbursed modest travel costs. In most cases we have concealed the identity of interviewees due to security concerns within Sri Lanka. We also reviewed court documents, government publications, media
reports, and documentation produced by Sri Lankan civil society organizations. I. Background

Sri Lanka is an island country in the Indian Ocean, with a population of about 22 million. Although no census has been taken since 2012, about 75 percent of the population is Sinhalese, 11 percent is Tamil, and
9 percent is Muslim. The Sinhalese population is predominantly Buddhist and lives primarily in the south and west of the island. Tamils, who are mostly Hindu but include a significant Roman Catholic
population, live largely in the country’s north and east, as well as in Colombo, the capital.

Sri Lanka’s security forces have spent much of the past several decades combating civil strife and engaging in armed conflict against ethnic-oriented armed groups, notably the Sinhalese left-wing insurgency of
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), and the Tamil separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

The government responded to the JVP-led uprising in the south between 1987 and 1989 by first deploying the police and then the military in joint operations that resulted in the forced disappearance and
extrajudicial execution of thousands of people. While most of these abuses were perpetrated by unidentified death squads, pro-government armed groups also participated in atrocities. The JVP used violence to
enforce general strikes (hartals), assassinations of civilian officials, and targeting family members of police and army personnel. The military defeated the JVP as an armed insurrection in 1990, reporting that
JVP leader Rohana Wijeweera and other JVP leaders had been captured and summarily executed.

Between 1983 and 2009, the Sri Lankan government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were engaged in a brutal civil war. The conflict stemmed in significant part from marginalization and
discrimination faced by the Tamil population. The civil war was marked by widespread violations and abuses of international human rights and humanitarian law by both sides. The LTTE committed a range of
atrocities including suicide attacks and targeted killings of civilians; torture; recruiting and using child soldiers; forced evictions; and the use of human shields. Abuses by government forces include arbitrary
arrests and detention; extrajudicial killings; rape and other sexual violence; enforced disappearances; torture; and indiscriminate attacks on civilians. Thousands remain disappeared. The United Nations
estimates that the war cost over 100,000 lives.

Sri Lankan government security forces—the military, police, and intelligence services—have a long history of committing serious abuses with impunity. Soldiers and police have rarely been held to account for
arbitrary arrests, torture, enforced disappearances, and custodial killings.

During the LTTE conflict, the government had a history of initiating investigations and then letting them slowly fade and disappear. A constant excuse given by the government was the unwillingness of
witnesses to come forward, a circumstance that was directly related to the free rein allowed to abusive security force members, as well as the inability of the justice system to provide adequate witness
protection. Instead of assisting witnesses to come forward, state investigators often tried to discourage them from testifying or sought to discredit them.

Successive Sri Lankan administrations ignored the findings of various government-appointed commissions of inquiry. The Colombo-based Law and Society Trust noted in 2010:

The purpose of most commissions – the creation of a fact-finding or truth seeking body that will promote justice for a past injustice or past injustices – has rarely, if ever, been fulfilled. The commissions, in
some cases, have facilitated the granting of compensation. They have rarely led to prosecutions and have failed to counter impunity. They have failed to deter further grave violations of human rights.

Post-conflict administrations have done no better at prosecuting security force personnel for human rights violations. Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who was president from 2019 until he was forced out office in 2022,
repeatedly expressed his determination to protect “war heroes” from prosecution. Rajapaksa himself faced allegations related to his former role as defense secretary during the final phase of the war against the
LTTE from 2005-2009, and other abuses.

A number of police investigations into conflict-related violations revealing evidence of official responsibility for killings and enforced disappearances were derailed after Rajapaksa became president. The
present president, Ranil Wickremasinghe, holds office with the support of Rajapaksa and his party, and has not initiated any effort towards accountability for war crimes. II. Repression in the North and East

Since the end of the civil war in 2009 and the defeat of the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, Sri Lankan security forces have been heavily deployed in the country’s predominantly Tamil north and
east, the main areas of fighting during the conflict. Military personnel, who are virtually all Sinhalese, not only make up a significant proportion of the population in some districts, but are heavily involved in the
region’s businesses. Monuments glorifying the Sri Lankan military are a frequent sight, while several graveyards and memorials to Tamil victims of the conflict have been demolished by the military or other
authorities.

Relatives of the forcibly disappeared, human rights defenders, social activists, and journalists told Human Rights Watch that they face intimidation by a range of military, police and intelligence agencies such as
the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) and Terrorism Investigation Division (TID) of the police, the Military Intelligence Corps (MIC) of the Sri Lankan army, and the paramilitary police Special Task
Force (STF). “If we are going to organize any protest or press meet, suddenly we will receive calls from CID, TID, MIC, and STF intelligence,” said an activist in Jaffna. In the Eastern Province, people also face
intimidation from former members of paramilitary groups. The wife of a disappeared person in Batticaloa district said:

We have lost our freedom to even search for our loved ones. If we raise our voice, they come to arrest us. We are afraid of the government… We don't even have a chance to commemorate our loved ones. If we
do anything they [security agencies] send people to our house.

Intimidation of Families of the Disappeared

In 2016, the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances noted that “[e]nforced disappearances have been used in a massive and systematic way in Sri Lanka for many decades.”

During the 1980s, many people accused of supporting the JVP were subjected to enforced disappearance. And during and immediately after the 1983-2009 civil war with the LTTE, thousands of Tamils in the
north and east went missing. Journalists, human rights defenders, and other perceived critics of the government were also forcibly disappeared.

In the south, organizations such as Families of the Disappeared have campaigned for decades for truth and accountability. In the north and east, relatives – most of them wives and mothers of disappeared men
– have conducted continuous protests for over 2,300 days.[16] Said a prominent participant in protests in the north, “I’ve received many court orders [to stop me attending protests], arrest warrants and
threats. Wherever a protest will happen the police make a call and threaten us to stay at home.”

The authorities have especially cracked down on demonstrations organized during visits by national politicians. In March 2022 the police forced a group of women into a bus and detained them when they tried
to protest a visit to Jaffna by then-Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, who was president at the end of the armed conflict. The police roughed up the women, one of whom said that she still experiences pain in
her arm as a result. The wife of a disappeared person said a plainclothes security official subsequently threatened her with violence: “We have power to shoot. We can do anything,” he allegedly said.

In January 2023 President Wickremesinghe visited Jaffna during the Tamil festival of Pongal, a Hindu harvest festival. Families of the disappeared publicly protested the visit. The police forcibly dispersed the
peaceful protesters, and brought criminal charges against several of them. The wife of a victim of enforced disappearance said that following the event, unidentified men came to her house and poured a large
amount of used engine oil on her property. “After the oil incident I never go outside alone,” she said. “CID often visit to ask questions and monitor me. Maybe they will attack me or try to disappear me.”

Intimidation by the security forces includes sexual harassment. The wife of a disappeared person said:

They come to our house at midnight and take a video of us in our night dress. As a woman in our culture, I can’t take that. It is very shameful. A military person has come to my home and asked, “If you want to
engage with that ICC [International Criminal Court] mechanism, will you sleep with that foreigner? I’m also ready to give you a child but you only want to sleep with a white man.” This has a major
psychological effect. Already we have to care for our children. And we face all these incidents. We have to handle all these incidents alone. They don’t know about our struggles or the pain.

Several interviewees reported that intelligence officers threatened their families. “They are closely monitoring my house,” said one person. “The CID paid my neighbors to give information about me.” According
to another, “They warn, ‘You have to take care of your son, something could happen to your son.’”

Families expressed concerns that the monitoring of those campaigning for justice stood in contrast to the failure to investigate the enforced disappearances, even in cases where evidence exists. “We know about
the perpetrators and the evidence. We are the eyewitnesses. The police have to investigate,” said one. “But the police, STF, and army come to investigate us instead.”

Some relatives of the disappeared attempt to support themselves through small businesses. However, they report that these efforts are undermined by phone calls and home visits by security agencies, which
also frighten neighbors and relatives. “We become separated from our own community. Already we have lost our breadwinners. How can we get some income?” said one woman. “We have so many loans, and
we have credit from so many people,” said another. “We have to earn money.”

Families also face difficulties administering their property because their relative is missing. “I can’t divide our property between my children because we don’t have [my husband’s] death certificate,” one woman
said.

Targeting Memorialization Events

The prohibition or targeting of Tamil memorialization events has been common since the end of the war. For instance, in January 2021 authorities demolished a memorial inside Jaffna University. It was later
rebuilt following an outcry.

Police arrested 10 people under the Prevention of Terrorism Act on May 18, 2021, at Kalkudah beach near Batticaloa for organizing a memorial event. They were released on bail seven months later. In 2023,
police disrupted events in Colombo to mark the 40th anniversary of the “Black July” anti-Tamil pogrom, which had contributed to the outbreak of the civil war.

In northeastern Trincomalee district, Tamils hold an annual commemoration for the 26 civilians that were massacred on February 11, 1996, by Sri Lankan soldiers in the village of Kumarapuram. Residents said
that more than 25 years since the massacre, the government keeps the village under surveillance. “Every year when we are going to arrange a commemoration, the CID call and threaten us,” a villager said.
“Sometimes we forget the date, but the CID never forgets, and three days before they come here with their inquiries.”

Intimidation of Civil Society

Human rights defenders and activists face surveillance and harassment by state security agencies. Several activists are currently facing prosecution for participating in protests. “I could be arrested at any time,”
said one. “I am not taking part in any protest since the arrest warrant was issued.” Another, who has faced multiple cases for a number of years, said he worries about attacks by the security forces. “There are
many lawyers who will appear for me. But sometimes they [the security forces] can do anything, at night or on the road, even in your home. It can be threatening.”

An activist in Jaffna said:

The security agencies are restricting the right of peaceful assembly with threats and intimidation. They take photographs during demonstrations. In my village the security people approached the village young
people to monitor me. Some of them are my relatives and they told me. This kind of spying isolates us from other people.

Selvakumar Nilanthan, a Batticaloa based journalist who has reported extensively on human rights and corruption, was forced to flee Sri Lanka for several months in 2022 after the police made allegations of
terrorism against him. He said:

The TID called and threatened me. They said, “You can’t raise your voice for the rights of the people.” They said it quite openly like this. They are preventing me from talking about the corruption of government
officials, human rights violations against Tamil people, or land issues. When I keep reporting on the injustice towards Tamil people, they insinuate that I am working to revive the LTTE.

Nilanthan said that during the conflict, 33 Tamil journalists were killed. “Now they are not shooting journalists,” he said. “Now they do threats, online harassment like posting photographs of the person and his
family members, or spreading false news about them.”

Said a social activist in Ampara district:

We can't work with enforced disappearance families and can't raise our voice for them. The negative impact on freedom of expression is such that we can't open our mouth for anything. Students are protesting
[about the economic crisis] but we can't talk about these issues or support them.

A human rights defender and social activist who was involved in the February 2021 march for Tamil rights from Pottuvil to Polikandy (known as P2P), said the organizers continue to face legal harassment. She
no longer attends protests and said that she experiences fear and anxiety due to continuing phone calls and house visits from the police. “There's too much problem with the TID and CID, every month,” she
said. III. Misuse of Counterterrorism Laws Against Activists and Minority Communities

The Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) has been used by the Sri Lankan authorities since 1979 to target members of minority communities as well as activists and journalists perceived to be critics of the
government, enabling prolonged arbitrary detention and torture.

Following years of domestic and international calls to repeal the PTA, the government presented a replacement Anti-Terrorism Bill (frequently referred to by interviewees as the Anti-Terrorism Act or ATA) in
March 2023. In particular, the government faces pressure from the European Union to repeal the PTA to fulfill a commitment first made in 2017 to maintain tariff-free trading access to the EU under a program
called GSP+.

However, the Anti-Terrorism Bill includes provisions similar to the PTA, granting sweeping powers to the police, miliary, and president to detain people and prohibit gatherings, and contains several new
offenses that curtail the right to freedom of speech. Civil society activists say that if enacted, the bill would make it all but impossible for them to work. “There will be no activists. I will give up human rights. It
would be impossible,” said one activist. “If the ATA passes, NGOs [nongovernmental organizations] will face many problems,” said another. “We won't be able to hold meetings or have contact with the public.”

Following a public outcry, including objections from the EU that the law would breach Sri Lanka’s obligations under GSP+, the bill was delayed while the government undertakes a process of “consultations.” On
September 5, 2023, the cabinet gave approval for a revised Anti-Terrorism Bill to be presented to parliament which reportedly includes some improvements, including a reduced period of administrative
detention.

Ongoing PTA Cases

In recent years, numerous long-term PTA prisoners have been released, particularly in response to pressure from the European Union. Responding to a Right to Information request by a Sri Lankan human
rights defender, the Department of Prisons on July 12, 2023, said that 64 people were still detained under the law. On August 11 the government told the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
that 21 detainees are on remand under the PTA, and 25 convicted serving prison terms. It is not clear how these figures can be reconciled, but but some further details can be discerned through activists and
lawyers.

According to data collected by Voice for the Voiceless, a Jaffna-based organization campaigning for the release of political prisoners, 20 long-term Tamil prisoners remain in PTA custody, including 13 who were
convicted at trial. Research by the United Nations and the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka, among others, has repeatedly shown that convictions under the PTA frequently rely on confessions extracted
under torture. The remaining seven PTA prisoners among these 20, according to Voice for the Voiceless, are being held in detention without trial since 2008.

The PTA was also used to arrest scores of Muslims in the aftermath of the 2019 attacks known as the Easter Sunday Bombings, which killed about 250 people. For around three years after the bombings, over
100 Muslims from Katankuddy in Batticaloa district, where the bombers originated, were held under the PTA. Many were arrested only for having had some contact – such as commercial dealings – with the
bombers in the years before the attack. While 25 men accused of involvement in the attacks are now standing trial, many of those held under the PTA for alleged connections to the Easter Sunday bombings
were released without charge in 2022, while others were released on bail.

Serving up to three years of arbitrary detention for alleged terrorism had a devastating impact on these individuals and their families. “The economic conditions of the people who have lost their breadwinners
due to the PTA are deplorable,” a person familiar with the Katankuddy cases said. “Many children have lost their education.” Because many of those arbitrarily detained are now on bail, even after their release
they cannot travel for work or business and their families face continuing stigma.

A former PTA detainee held in connection with the Easter Sunday bombings, who was released in 2022, said that he was tortured in custody. Since his release he has struggled to rebuild his life. “After my arrest
the police called my customers for inquiries, so I lost my customers,” he said. He cannot open a bank account and his old bank account is frozen, so “our business can’t survive.” Police visit his house every
month to check on his activities.

An unknown number of people have been arrested in recent years for ostensible offenses as a form of harassment, for example in connection with social media posts. In November 2020, the authorities arrested
19 people in Batticaloa district under the PTA for sharing a photograph on Facebook of the LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran, who was killed in 2009. Some of these men were not released until February
2022 and they remain on bail.

The PTA was also used to detain anti-government protesters in Colombo in 2022. On August 18, 2022, police arrested three students involved in protests related to the economic crisis. Wasantha Mudalige, who
was the last to be released, was held for over five months.

Concerns over Proposed New Counterterrorism Bill

The Anti-Terrorism Bill published on March 17, 2023, gives the government broad powers to criminalize protests. Terrorist offenses include participation in “unlawful” assemblies if the aim is to “intimidate”
the public or “wrongfully” compel the government to act in a certain way. The president is authorized to declare any location a “prohibited place” with up to three years in prison for violations.

The proposed law would also expand government powers to criminalize speech that is “likely to be understood” as encouragement or inducement to commit or prepare for terrorism, with the burden of proof on
the defendant to show that was not their intention. The misuse of the PTA to detain people who commemorated Tamil victims of the civil war on social media on the grounds that they were “glorifying”
terrorism could continue under these proposals.

While under the PTA the authorities can detain a suspect for up to a year on orders signed by the defense minister, the bill delegates the authority to issue detention orders to deputy inspector generals (DIGs) of
police, increasing the risk of abuse. The bill grants police and military sweeping powers to stop, question, search, and arrest anyone, or seize any document or object, without a warrant. The military, which is
not trained in law enforcement, would have 24 hours to transfer a detainee to police custody, placing detainees at greater risk of abuse.

The bill also provides the president power to issue regulations for “rehabilitation” programs if the attorney general has decided to defer or suspend prosecution. In 2021, the Supreme Court stayed similar
regulations. The authorities have long committed human rights violations against people accused of terrorism or of drug use, who are incarcerated without trial in government “rehabilitation” programs.

Under the proposed law, the president also would be authorized to ban an organization if authorities have “reasonable grounds” to believe it is acting in a manner “prejudicial to the national security of Sri
Lanka, or any other country.” In the past, the government has proscribed Tamil diaspora organizations advocating for human rights and accountability as “terrorist organizations,” and human rights
organizations have faced government interference in their banking and finances on the pretext of countering “terrorist financing.”

The expected misuse of the Anti-Terrorism Bill has caused widespread alarm among civil society activists in the north and east. In Katankuddy, where over 100 Muslims were arbitrarily detained under the PTA
between 2019-2022, there is a signature campaign against the bill. “The PTA should be repealed, and the ATA dropped. There's no need for it,” said one of the organizers of the petition. “I think this is against
minority communities,” said a Tamil activist in the east. “We have to raise awareness of how the ATA will oppress the people in the future and be used against minorities and Sri Lankan citizens.” IV. Proposed
Truth Commission

The Sri Lankan government has begun to establish a “National Unity and Reconciliation Commission,” commonly referred to as a “truth and reconciliation commission” or TRC. In an interview on June 26,
President Wickremesinghe announced that he intended to pass legislation to establish the commission “by August.” On August 9, President Wickremesinghe told parliament:

The Interim Secretariat for the Truth Seeking Mechanism has been established and a Director General been appointed. In addition three Divisions have been established covering Legal and Policy, Public
Relations and Information Technology. Applications have been sought for key staff positions for the operationalization of the Secretariat, particularly for stakeholder consultations, preparations of drafting
guidelines and policies, until the formal mechanisms could commence following relevant laws being enacted. Civil Society Stakeholder consultations including the UN agencies are continuing, and when
exhausted, Cabinet approval will be sought and processed, to become a legal framework.

As of September, no official draft of the legislation or detailed proposals had been made public. A purported draft is, however, circulating informally among human rights defenders. The Sri Lankan government
has engaged with other governments to request their financial support for the proposals and has also sought resources from the United Nations. A small number of meetings with civil society organizations in
Colombo were held in July.

The initiative is widely seen as an attempt to prevent the renewal of UN Human Rights Council Resolution 51/1, which mandates a UN office to collect evidence of crimes under international law committed in
Sri Lanka for possible use in future prosecutions. On July 12 the President’s Media Division tweeted that “if this effort is successful, there will be no need for the country to go to the @UN_HRC in #Geneva for
another year.”

The relatives of the disappeared and members of civil society organizations interviewed by Human Rights Watch in the north and east expressed their opposition to the president’s proposal to establish a new
truth commission. “After the war we gave submissions to many commissions, but we are not getting any response, so we have no trust in such commissions,” said the wife of a disappeared person in the
Northern Province, who has campaigned for years to know the fate of her husband. A prominent civil society leader in Jaffna observed of the president’s rhetoric of “reconciliation” that “what is said seems to be
very different from what is actually happening,” noting that the Tamil community continues to face government repression, discrimination, and land seizures.

Civil Society and Victims’ Groups Concerns about Proposed Commission

There have been several civil society statements in response to the proposed commission. All of them have pointed to the failure of previous commissions to address rights violations including alleged war
crimes. In a July 14 statement, 15 Sri Lankan organizations from the north and east wrote:

While we do believe that truth seeking is an important part of addressing past violations and suffering endured by communities, especially in the areas of the country most affected by the war, we are unable to
support this proposed mechanism.

They noted that previous similar commissions had “revealed the intentions of successive governments to scuttle truth-seeking and the victims' quest for accountability,” and the failure to implement past
recommendations. The statement also noted that the participation of foreign observers in similar past commissions had not increased their credibility. They criticized the government’s failure to investigate
numerous mass graves that have been discovered.

In another statement, seven organizations wrote on July 19 that the proposal “is in no way aligned with the demands of the victim-survivor community, nor does it address the underlying causes that led to the
armed conflict. In light of past experience and the lack of trust in any domestic mechanism, we reject the proposed [National Unity and Reconciliation Commission].”

Among their objections were that the “Tamil victim-survivor community has persistently called for a robust and comprehensive international mechanism,” and that there had been no adequate consultations on
the new proposal. They criticized the government’s rejection of the process established by successive United Nations Human Rights Council resolutions, and said that the new commission would retraumatize
victims. Previous Commissions Appointed by the Government to Investigate Rights Violations

Since the 1990s at least 10 different commissions have been established by the state to address the 1983-2009 civil war and the JVP insurrection 1988-1990. At least five of them reported after the end of the
civil war in 2009. They include:

● The Udalagama Commission (to inquire into 15 incidents of alleged serious violations of human rights, established in 2006, report published in 2015). ● The Lessons Learned Reconciliation Commission (to
be akin to a truth and reconciliation commission, established in 2010, report published in 2011). ● The Paranagama Commission (to investigate the fate of missing persons, established in 2013, report published
in 2015). ● The Consultation Task Force for Reconciliation Mechanisms (to carry out public consultations on transitional justice mechanisms and reconciliation, established in 2016, final report published in
2017). ● The Nawaz Commission (to examine the findings of previous domestic inquiries, established 2021, its findings were presented to President Wickremesinghe on February 6, 2023, but have not been
published).

Families have repeatedly appeared before these commissions, but successive governments have failed to act on the recommendations. “Is the proposed TRC designed to compile existing records within the state
as a starting point for its work, [and] if not, why not?” asked Mirak Raheem, former commissioner of the Office on Missing Persons and member of the Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms.

In its final report, the task force had found that “People throughout the country expressed considerable frustration, bitterness and anger at yet another initiative, despite the inconclusive nature and abysmal
failure of past efforts to provide any relief or redress.”

In 2021, the Sri Lanka government established the Nawaz Commission as an alternative to accountability efforts at the UN Human Rights Council, which it opposed. The government’s latest proposal to
establish another commission, without even publishing the outcome of the Nawaz commission, is seen by many in Sri Lankan civil society as another attempt to prevent the renewal of Human Rights Council
mandates seeking accountability for gross violations committed in Sri Lanka.

Engagement of Victims with Previous Government Commissions

All of the relatives of the disappeared interviewed for this report said they had repeatedly engaged with government commissions but seen no meaningful outcome. The wife of a disappeared person in
Batticaloa district said, “We have met all the commissions. We have followed all the procedures. But it is all on paper and they're not taking any action.”
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Batticaloa district said, “We have met all the commissions. We have followed all the procedures. But it is all on paper and they're not taking any action.”

The mother of a disappeared man from Kilinochi district described her efforts:

After the end of the war my son surrendered himself to the military. I started searching for my son when I was in the [displaced person] camp. I gave submissions to all the commissions and inquiries
established by the government. I met President Maithripala Sirisena three times and he promised to find our loved ones. Before the Office of Missing Persons was established [in 2017], we met many other
commissions formed by previous governments. We have no hope in the Sri Lankan government to give us justice. We need international monitoring of the mechanisms for justice. We need an international
court. We will never get justice from the Sri Lankan government.

The relatives of the disappeared repeatedly said they see the latest proposal for a truth commission as a delaying tactic to deflect pressure upon the government. “Every time, the government forms commissions
to delay the process of justice,” said one. “It is a drama to show the internationals.” “We already gave all the evidence about the perpetrators to the police and to the various state commissions,” said the wife of a
disappeared person. “We already know all about the perpetrators but still the government is not willing to take any steps.”

Referring to the disappearance of 158 people from the campus of Eastern University in Vantharumoolai, Eastern Province, she continued, “In 1990 there was a big conflict here, people were displaced to camps.
The government came with 12 buses and took 158 people away who were still missing. Eyewitnesses are still alive. They directly saw the incident. The government is still not ready even to acknowledge that.”

In 2016 six soldiers charged for their involvement in the Kumarapuram massacre were acquitted after their trial was transferred from a court in Tamil-majority Trincomalee to Sinhala-majority Anuradhapura.
A villager said, “We have given submissions to all the commissions, especially the [2011] Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission and the [2017] Consultation Task Force. We have still not received any
positive results from those commissions.”

Witnesses to Mass Disappearances

Many of the families of the disappeared in Batticaloa district lost a relative on September 5, 1990, when the Sri Lankan army loaded 158 displaced people, who had sought refuge along with the thousands of
others on the campus of Eastern University, onto buses and drove them away. They were not seen again and their fate has never been revealed, and those responsible never held to account.

Witnesses to the event, including university staff, repeatedly gave evidence to government commissions. in 2015 Dr. Thangamuthu Jayasingam, who was vice chancellor of Eastern University, wrote: “I
presented myself to the Presidential Commission on Missing Persons in 2004. I gave them the names of all the army officers who came for the operation that day… I went again to the Presidential Commission
in 2014, at the request of relatives of the people who went missing.”

On the last day of the war, in Mullaitivu on May 18, 2009, witnesses saw many people taken into army custody who were never seen again. A group of LTTE cadres, including at least five children, led by a
Catholic priest, Father Francis Joseph, surrendered to the army at Vadduvakal. Witnesses described the group being met by a senior officer with “a lot of security around him and a lot of badges on him.” They
were driven away in buses and forcibly disappeared.

A witness to some of the final events of the war said: “After the Sri Lankan military occupied the area, they took the wounded LTTE cadres under their control, but until now we don’t know what happened to
them. Many ex-cadres were witnesses but they can’t open their mouth and say anything. They were rehabilitated but they are still under CID monitoring.”

V. “Land Grabbing” in the North and East

Actions by Sri Lankan government agencies to seize land, including religious sites, from Tamil and Muslim communities in the north and east, and sometimes to settle majority Sinhalese on disputed land, has
been a major source of grievance in these areas.

Cases involve a variety of state agencies, including the military, which continues to occupy some land seized during and after the civil war that ended in 2009; the Department of Forest Conservation and the
Department of Wildlife Conservation, which declared land occupied or previously occupied by minority communities as forest or nature reserves; the Mahaweli Authority, a government agency to promote rural
development; and the Department of Archaeology, which has seized land, including Hindu and Muslim religious sites, asserting that they are Buddhist archaeological sites. Sometimes two or more of these
agencies are involved in the same case. While there is no reliable total number of such cases, they occur frequently throughout the north and east.

In 2020 then-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa established the Presidential Task Force for Archaeological Heritage Management in the Eastern Province, including senior military officers and Buddhist monks but
no members of minority communities, an initiative minorities and activists say has been used to justify land seizures.

A report by Sivagnanam Shritharan, a member of parliament from Jaffna district, lists 37 cases in which the Department of Archaeology has intervened to occupy Hindu temples and construct Buddhist temples
in predominantly Tamil areas. “Whichever is the oldest temple, like more than 100 years, they say it has a Buddhist history,” said a human rights defender in Trincomalee district.

A civil society group, the Human Elevation Organization in Ampara, published a report in 2019 listing 39 cases affecting Muslims in that district alone. “There are efforts to create conflict between the
communities, such as land seizures, which promote racial thoughts among the people,” said an activist in the district.

In Batticaloa district, a Sri Lankan human rights organization identified 68 cases of “land grabbing” targeting minorities. Civil society activists in the district said about 50 land cases in Batticaloa concern
attempts to seize Hindu temples.

According to a local government document relating to Mullaitivu district, obtained by Human Rights Watch, 167,484 acres of land in the district have been designated forest reserves since the end of the war in
2009, including areas that were under cultivation by local people. A further 42,631 acres in the district are proposed for forest reserves. The document states that in some cases, because these reserves are drawn
remotely using Google Maps, settlements, private lands and paddy fields being included within forest boundaries.

Activists and affected communities accuse the government of attempting to alter the ethnic and religious demographics of minority-majority areas. “It is the responsibility of the government to protect the rights
of everyone, but they practice discrimination,” said an activist in Batticaloa. “Because of this we are facing conflicts and hatred in the community.”

Mylanthanaimadu and Periya Maadhavanai, Batticaloa District

Tamil livestock farmers, who say they have used area lands for grazing for generations, have been in dispute with Sinhalese arable farmers, many of them former soldiers who have been settled in the area with
government support since 2010. According to human rights defenders in the district, over 900 Tamil families who keep over 350,000 cows have received death threats and their livestock has been attacked and
killed.

“The state provided land to the retired army persons. These people are using illegal weapons to kill cows,” said a local human rights defender. According to data collected by the local Livestock Farmers’ Society,
between 2012 and 2023, nearly 7000 cows have allegedly been lost, killed, or injured, including by gunshots, poison, and electrocution.

In November 2020 police in Batticaloa interrogated a journalist, Selvakumar Nilanthan, over his reporting on the issues.

On August 22, 2023, local Muslim, Christian and Hindu religious leaders, accompanied by journalists and activists from the district, visited the area. They were surrounded and threatened for around six hours
by a group of settlers led by a Buddhist monk, who attempted to confiscate their camera equipment and forced them to sign blank sheets of paper. Police from a station 14 kilometers away took several hours to
reach the incident and allegedly failed to protect the delegation.

Pulmoddai, Trincomalee District

On March 29, 2023, Muslims living at Pulmoddai beach found a Buddhist monk accompanied by soldiers preparing to build a Buddhist religious structure. The villagers complained to the police and local
authorities, who visited the site on March 30.

The police asked the monk, who has been identified in media reports as Panamure Thilakawansha Thero, a member of the Presidential Task Force for Archaeological Heritage Management in the Eastern
Province, to produce documentation justifying his claim to the land. On the April 2, the monk returned, accompanied by soldiers and other monks. An argument ensued during which video filmed by local
people shows a person identified as the monk’s bodyguard threatens villagers with a pistol.

After Tamil and Muslim members of parliament drew attention to the case, attempts to build a Buddhist site at the location have been put on hold. Local people use the beach for fishing and small-scale
tourism. “In the future, if the monk grabs this land, all these activities will be prevented,” a villager said.

Kurunthamalai, Mullaitivu District

An area of 78 acres at a hill called Kurunthurmalai in Tamil, which is also known as Kurundi Viharaya in Sinhala, was declared an archaeological site related to ancient Buddhist remains in 1933. There is also a
Hindu place of worship called Aadi Adayyar, or Athi Aiyanar, there. Kurunthurmalai lies in an area where the local people are Tamil Hindus, who had been temporarily displaced in 1984 during the war but
continued to cultivate lands nearby, and returned to their homes after the war ended.

In September 2018, a group of Buddhists accompanied by monks attempted to install a Buddha statue at the site, leading to confrontation with local Tamils. After hearing an appeal by Tamil residents, the
Mullaitivu magistrate court ordered a stay on any new construction.

However, after Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected president in 2019, he ordered the preservation of Buddhist archeological sites, enabling the military and the archeology department to take over the area. In
February 2021, a government minister joined a Buddhist ceremony at Kurunthurmalai together with soldiers and archaeology department officers. Activists said the Hindu temple, Aadi Adayyar, was destroyed.
On June 13, 2021, the army participated in a ceremony to lay the foundation for a new Buddhist temple at Kurunthamalai.

An activist in Mullaitivu described the distress caused to local communities by the loss of Hindu religious sites:

Emotionally, the people here are already affected by the war. The gods provide some comfort, where people can go and say things that they can't even say in front of their parents, and cry. But they are taking the
gods away, which is hurting the people deeply. It is a new racist strategy.

Activists in Hindu-majority Mullaitivu said that Kurunthurmalai is one of over 60 sites in the district – many of them the location of an existing Hindu temple where new Buddhist temples have been or are
being constructed or are proposed.

In July 2022, after temple authorities filed a lawsuit, the Mullaitivu district court ordered that all new construction be removed. However, construction proceeded despite the orders to halt the work. Meanwhile,
the Department of Archaeology has expanded the area of the Kurunthamalai protected archaeological site by about 229 acres, including land that was previously cultivated by local people. The police and
military have barred local people from the site.

On July 14, 2023, Buddhist monks as well as Buddhist members of the public disrupted Hindu worshippers attempting to celebrate Pongal at the site. On August 31, the Mullaithivu magistrate’s court ruled that
the director of the Department of Archaeology had ignored earlier court orders to halt construction at the site.

In a June 2023 meeting organized by the presidential secretariat with Tamil leaders and the archeology department, President Wickremasinghe questioned the need to acquire such a large area.
Wickremasinghe announced that an expert committee would investigate the claims, and said that no government land would be transferred to a third party.

Myliddy, Jaffna District

In 1990, Tamil villagers were displaced by fighting from Myliddy, on the north coast of Jaffna district. While some have returned in recent years, much of Myliddy is occupied by the army, which is engaged in
commercial farming on land previously cultivated by Tamil civilians. “The people asked the army to return land for livelihoods, but they refused,” said a villager. Those still displaced are in Jaffna town waiting
to be resettled, and said they are struggling to support their families.

Families that have returned said that they do not have enough income because they are being undercut by army farms. Said one farmer:

The army is farming the occupied lands. They have planted coconut palms, vegetables. The local farmers and the army don’t have equal prices. If the farmers say it is 200 rupees a kilo for vegetables the army
will sell it at 100, so people buy from the army and farmers lose their income.
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Gulf of Guinea piracy is weakened but still remains a threat, security provider warns (TradeWinds) By Matt Coyne
September 13, 2023

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/tankers/gulf-of-guinea-piracy-is-weakened-but-still-remains-a-threat-security-provider-warns/2-1-1517472

Bassey Adie, managing director at Lagos-based Loyz Marine Services, said piracy incidents in the West African waters have dropped precipitously since 2020 thanks to collaboration between government and
private security providers.

“One may look at the stats and say it’s reduced, it’s gone. No, it’s not,” said Adie, whose firm operates a fleet of eight security vessels. “If you stop protecting, then there’s the risk it will come.”

The Gulf of Guinea was at one point deemed by maritime security observers as the world’s piracy hotspot, with 132 incidents in 2020, with 135 crew members abducted from their ships according to
International Maritime Bureau statistics.

That number has dropped to just 14 in the first half of 2023, only two of which were near Lagos, Adie said. “This is not to say that my job security has miraculously gone away but this is to show you the level of
work that is taking place behind the scenes from the government, the Nigerian Navy and, of course, collaborating with private maritime security companies to ensure that risk management is prioritized,” she
said.

On the government side, part of the effort to curb piracy came in the form of the $195m Deep Blue Project from the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency to better monitor the country’s
waterways.

The project was rolled out in 2021 and had immediate effectiveness, with the government declaring it a success just weeks after it began.

Adie said the project was helpful, but that it was not the silver bullet solution as the private sector is still necessary. The apparent effectiveness of the program pushed the Nigerian government to argue the war
risk premium assessed to ships operating in the Gulf of Guinea should be removed — a move Adie agreed with.

“I don't see why there shouldn't be changes to that risk [premiums for] coming into Nigeria,” she said, nothing the world has seen the high level of collaboration to combat piracy.

Nigeria needs more non-kinetic strategies to curb piracy, says NIIA DG (the Guardian) By Ngozi Egenuka
September 13, 2023

Director General, Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), Prof. Eghosa Osaghae, has said Nigeria needs more non-kinetic strategies to deal
with piracy.

Stating that over 80 per cent of global products are transported via sea, he stressed the need to curb challenges encountered via sea to aid economic growth.

He made the recommendation at the Maritime Symposium Anti-Piracy in Lagos organised by NIIA in partnership with UK Royal Navy, themed Enhancing Maritime Security: Collaborative Strategies for
Countering Piracy.

He said that according to research from the World Maritime Organisation, piracy in the Gulf of Guinea between 2021 and 2023 has declined compared with the period between 2016 and 2017, when the gulf was
the piracy headquarters of the world.

This, he said, could be attributed to some efforts from African countries like Nigeria and Togo, who domesticated laws against piracy.The DG stated that piracy cannot be reduced without identifying what
produces pirates and ensuring there is no conducive environment for them to flourish.

HMS Trent’s Commanding Officer, Tim Langford, said at least £7 billion of UK trade passes through Gulf of Guinea annually, adding that similar figures can be claimed by numerous nations operating in the
region, reaffirming the fact that maritime insecurity at the regional level, can be felt on a global scale.

Langford said the HMS TRENT is permanently deployed to West Africa and the Mediterranean in a bid to combat maritime insecurity and illegal activities, within the economic zones of coastal nations, and on
the High Seas where all military nations maintain a responsibility to challenge the threat posed to their stability by piracy.

He said: “The UK is eager to cooperate with our maritime allies, especially Nigeria, and with regional and non-regional partners going forward, as we look forward to identifying opportunities to work ever more
closely to tackle this and other shared security challenges at sea,” he said.

Representing Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Emmanuel Ogalla; Flag Officer Commanding (FOC), Rear Admiral Mohammed Abdullahi, Nigerian Navy is an important player in the Gulf of Guinea and has
huge invested in providing a safe maritime environment.

He explained that the Nigerian Navy came up with a strategy called Multi-Layered Total Spectrum Maritime Strategy, which hinges on three focal areas; maritime surveillance, response capability and law
enforcement.

Recount that on Sunday, the Royal Navy Warship, HMS Trent arrived Lagos on its second visit to Nigeria as part of its West Africa’s regional mission to aid British allies and partners in driving down illegal
activities, including piracy and illicit trafficking. The ship is on a three month deployment to West Africa.
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