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AFRICA

NORTH AFRICA

Libya

Libya: Fierce clashes in Tripoli highlight ‘precarious’ situation (UN News) August 22, 2023

Recent deadly clashes between two largest armed groups in the Libyan capital, Tripoli, underscore the dire security situation there and are
undermining preparations for elections slated for later this year, the top UN envoy for the country said on Tuesday.

At least 55 people were reported killed and over 100 injured - including civilians - in fighting between the Deterrence Apparatus for Combatting Organized Crime and Terrorism (DACOT) and the 444 Brigade,
on 14 and 15 August, the head of the UN political mission in Libya, UNSMIL, told the Security Council.

Lack of command and control

“These developments underline the absence of command and control over the fragmented security apparatus in western Libya and the precarious state of the security situation,” said Abdoulaye Bathily, adding
that it highlighted the urgent need to establish a unified government and military.

The Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Libya, also warned of the “potential spillover” of the effects of the coup in Niger into Libya as well as the wider region.

“It is essential that all parties preserve the security gains achieved in recent years. To this end, UNSMIL will continue to engage relevant actors to advance the reunification of military and security institutions,
an [essential] condition for lasting stability.”

Arrests and rights abuses

Mr. Bathily also drew attention of the ambassadors to the human rights and humanitarian situation in Libya, noting abductions, arbitrary arrests and disappearances in the eastern and western parts of the
country.

As of 5 May, 19,103 people, including 216 women, were detained in 28 official prisons under the Ministry of Justice; many in prolonged detention with limited or delayed access to judicial process, according to
UNSMIL.

Furthermore, men and women detainees in all parts of Libya are reportedly subjected to ill-treatment, sexual violence, torture or sexual exploitation in exchange for water, food or other essential items.

“I reinforce my call for an immediate halt to these practices, release of persons arbitrarily detained, and independent investigations,” said Mr. Bathily, calling also for an end to expulsions of migrants, refugees,
and asylum-seekers at the Tunisia-Libya border.

“I urge Tunisian and Libyan authorities to ensure people are sent to safe locations, and to allow the UN and partners humanitarian access to all locations,” he added.

‘Interim measures’ fraught with risks

In conclusion, Mr. Bathily underscored that ensuring stability in Libya is all the more important in light of the situation in Niger and Sudan and called for an inclusive political agreement that paves the way for
peaceful, inclusive and transparent elections.

“Current events in Libya and the region demonstrate that interim arrangements are fraught with risks of violence and disintegration for countries,” he said.

He reminded leaders of their political and moral responsibility to break the current impasse and help usher in a new era of democratic elections, peace and prosperity.
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Central African Republic

Official Website of the International Criminal Court
ICC Public Documents - Cases: Central African Republic

Former Central African Republic government minister denies involvement in war crimes at ICC hearing (AP News) August 22, 2023

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — A former government minister from the Central African Republic denied involvement in crimes against humanity and
war crimes for his alleged role in a deadly conflict in the impoverished nation when he appeared at a pretrial hearing at the International Criminal
Court Tuesday.

Prosecutors accuse Maxime Jeoffroy Eli Mokom Gawaka of coordinating operations of the anti-Balaka, a mainly Christian group which fought against the predominantly Muslim Seleka rebel group. The fighting
left thousands dead and displaced hundreds of thousands in 2013 and 2014.

Mokom faces charges including murder, extermination, deportation, torture, persecution, enforced disappearance and other inhumane acts. The hearing that started Tuesday is not a trial, but will establish if
evidence is strong enough to merit putting him on trial. He was not required to enter a plea.

“I absolutely deny having participated in any plans that involved crimes that have been charged,” Mokom told judges in the ICC courtroom in The Hague.

In this image taken from video, a man casts his vote in Bangui, Central African Republic, Sunday July 30, 2023. The Central African Republic went to the polls on Sunday in a highly anticipated vote on a new
constitution, which would remove presidential term limits.

Constitutional referendum to remove presidential term limits divides Central African Republic He said he returned to Central African Republic from Congo in February 2014 and “dedicated my return to the
search for peace, rather than to engage in war.”

His defense lawyer, Philippe Larochelle, earlier told the hearing that prosecutors already had uncovered evidence that could exonerate Mokom, even before his arrest early last year in Chad. He told judges the
evidence “undermines every aspect of the prosecutor’s theory.”

Mokom is the fourth suspect from the long-running conflict in the mineral-rich but impoverished nation to appear before judges at the global court.

Violence has plagued Central African Republic since 2013, when Seleka rebels forced then-President Francois Bozize from office. Militias known as anti-Balaka later fought back, also targeting civilians and
sending most of the Muslim residents of the capital, Bangui, fleeing in fear.

The government and 14 rebel groups signed a peace deal in February 2019, but violence again erupted after the constitutional court rejected Bozize’s candidacy to run for president in 2020.
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Uganda receives 16 more former rebel fighters repatriated from CAR (Xinhua) August 16, 2023

Uganda has received the second batch of 16 former fighters of the notorious Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels repatriated from Central African
Republic (CAR), according to the military.

The former fighters, their spouses and children on Tuesday arrived at the Entebbe International Airport, about 40 km south of Kampala, the capital of Uganda, aboard a chartered flight, said the military.

The members of the faction who abandoned the rebellion against the Ugandan government after surrendering to the armed forces of the CAR were received by the Minister of State for Veteran Affairs Huda
Abason Oleru at the Entebbe military airbase.

The minister applauded the ex-combatants of the rebel group for denouncing the over two-decade rebellion and LRA leader Joseph Kony.

"We thank you for choosing to come back to Uganda. You can stay in Uganda peacefully and enjoy the peace, nobody will touch you in this country. Peace is guaranteed to all of you," said Oleru.

Last month, Uganda received the first batch of 14 former fighters of the rebel group, their 14 wives, and 33 children who had been holed up in the jungles of the CAR.

The LRA is a Ugandan rebel group that waged a 20-year-long insurgency, killing tens of thousands of civilians, abducting more than 20,000 children as soldiers, porters and sex slaves, and displacing over 1.8
million people in northern Uganda, until it was driven out of the country by the military in 2006 after failed peace talks.

The rebel fighters fled to neighboring South Sudan and then the Democratic Republic of the Congo and CAR.

Its top leader Joseph Kony, who is wanted by the Hague-based International Criminal Court for committing war crimes and crimes against humanity, remains at large.

In May 2021, one of the five top LRA commanders wanted for war crimes and crimes against humanity, Dominic Ongwen, was convicted and sentenced to 25 years of imprisonment by the same court over
similar charges.

Ongwen was found guilty of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including sexual and gender-based crimes, which took place in northern Uganda between July 2002 and December 2005

[back to contents]
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Govt Clarifies Pact Granting Ruto ICC Immunity (Kenyans) By Washington Mito
August 10, 2023

In a statement, Sing'Oei clarified that Kenya only signed the Constitutive Act of the African Union which established the Pan-African Parliament.

It had been claimed by various civil groups such as the Kenya Human Rights Commission (KHRC) that the protocol will also establish a regional court to hear and determine criminal cases against African
leaders such as presidents.

Other serving state officials were also said to be protected from prosecution at the ICC.

"Kenya signed Protocol to the Constitutive Act of the African Union on the Pan-African Parliament on 16 July 2023. The Protocol establishes the Pan-African Parliament. Kenya has not signed the Protocol to
the African Court of Justice as alleged," he clarified.

The response by the Ministry came amid criticism from civil societies who lamented that the signing of the protocol was retrogressive to the accountability for actions committed by African leaders and senior
government officials.

Particularly, civil groups wondered whether the proposed court would work independently without the interference of the leaders who established it.

"Malabo protocol presents a complex situation regarding how Kenya would take someone to be tried at the ICC, and more importantly, how victims and survivors will pursue justice and reparations for
international crimes.

"Ruto's signing and the looming ratification of Malabo Protocol is a continuation of Kenya's campaign to defeat international justice mechanisms, specifically, the ICC" read part of the statement by KHRC and
Muslims for Human Rights (MUHURI).

Kenya is a signatory of the Rome Statute which established the ICC that hear cases related to war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.

As per Article 127 of the statute, a member state can only withdraw from the Statute by writing a letter addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Withdrawal takes effect a year after the letter is written.

Even in the event that Kenya withdraws from the Statute, all cases that were commenced before the date of withdrawal will still continue.

Raila's lawyer turns gun to ICC prosecutor Karim Khan (The Standard) By Kamau Muthoni
August 17, 2023

Azimio la Umoja One Kenya Coalition party lawyer Paul Mwangi has written to the International Criminal Court (ICC) over the conflict of interest of
prosecutor Karim Khan.

Mr Mwangi in his letter to Hague’s head of Independent Oversight Mechanism claims that Khan’s alleged dalliance with Kenya creates little confidence to victims of international crimes.

According to Mwangi, the ICC prosecutor's conduct casts doubt on whether the victims would get justice.

This is after Azimio threatened to present petitions against government officials over protestors killed by the police.

In his letter, the senior lawyer claims that Khan represented President William Ruto during the 2007-2008 polls chaos trial.

At the same time, he alleges that the ICC prosecutor and his wife run charity endeavours in Kenya.

However, the lawyer now claims that despite the engagements and the recent honorary doctorate conferment, the ICC prosecutor has never formally recused himself from the Kenyan cases.

“Until August 8, 2023, as will be narrated later in this petition, there has been no official recusal of Mr Khan from the four pending matters stated above nor any known application on his part to the Presidency
of The Court to be excused from the situation in Kenya as is contemplated by Article 42(6) of The Rome Statutes,” claims Mwangi in his letter dated August 15, 2023.

Mwangi states that a copy of the letter will be sent to the President of The Assembly of State Parties.

Both Ruto and Raila Odinga camps have vowed to take their battle to the ICC.

On one hand, Azimio has openly claimed that they have a collection of videos, pictures, and victims' evidence to profile police brutality.

They allege that the authority to kill and maim was from top Kenya Kwanza government officials.

On the other hand, Kenya Kwanza has vowed to take the war back to Azimio’s doorstep.

Already a group claiming to be victims of anti-government protests wants ICC to come after Raila and former President Uhuru Kenyatta.

Their claim mirrors the statements that key allies of President Ruto including Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua have been fronting, to pile the blame on Raila and Uhuru for the loss of lives and destruction of
property during the protests.

In a letter written to the ICC, the group wants the Azimio leaders to be held accountable for allegedly attempting to cause political instability in the country.

Through their lawyer, Adrian Kamotho Njenga, the group has alleged crimes against humanity and war crimes in Kenya in a letter addressed to Khan following the anti-government protests.

The letter dated July 28 claims the group is in possession of volumes of evidence against the Azimio principals.

The letter, which outlines events after the 2022 elections, states that the transition after President Ruto’s lawful declaration as president by the Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission has been
tainted by a campaign of hate, disinformation, and violence.

“We shall be extremely pleased to avail ourselves to you of all the evidentiary material in the proper order of time and on a suitable occasion,” read the letter.

“Astounding to our client is the callous manner in which Hon. Odinga and Hon. Kenyatta continue to sponsor a wave of terror and deadly violence codenamed “Maandamano” against innocent citizens and law
enforcement agencies,” Kamotho said.

He added that these actions are calculated to cause panic and bloodshed to exploit the resulting chaos for political gain.

According to the group, the calls for mass action have led to widespread violence, ethnic clashes, and heinous crimes that shook the conscience of humanity.

As part of their plea to the ICC, the victims pledge to provide extensive evidence of a conspiracy between Uhuru and Raila to destabilise the democratically elected government of Kenya.

However, Mwangi now claims that Khan’s position and his dalliance with the country allegedly demonstrate that there are untouchable persons in the country.

“Mr. Khan has by his activities in Kenya demoralized the victims of international crimes and the general population in Kenya and engendered in them feelings of despair and helplessness compounded by the
fact that Kenya is a country with an international reputation for promotion and practice of impunity,” claims Mwangi.

“Mr Khan has embedded the belief in the Kenyan people that The Court is powerless in the case of Kenya and that all present and future suspects of international crimes touching on Kenya are untouchable.”
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Archiving the Rwanda genocide material in Tanzania (The Citizen) By Zephania Ubwani
August 13, 2023

Tanzania is likely to be the depository of the Rwanda genocide archives, it has been revealed.

The Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation minister, Stergomena Tax said the archives would be handed over to Tanzania after the conclusion of the cases.

She, however, hinted here at the weekend that it may be too early to discuss where the materials would be stored.

“The cases pertaining to the Rwanda genocide are still going on,” she told journalists at the Arusha International Conference Centre (AICC).

She was responding to questions from the media about the fate of the archives which have been the centre of a contest between Tanzania, Rwanda and the United Nations.

Dr Tax said to the best of her knowledge both the classified and declassified materials on the genocide would be handed over to Tanzania.

That is when all the cases on the 1994 horrific killings in Rwanda are concluded at the UN Tribunal’s facilities in Arusha and the Hague in The Netherlands.

The International Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals (or the Mechanism) took over the cases from the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) when the latter was disbanded in 2015.

The archive materials-bulky documents and video and audio tapes- are believed to be at the AICC where ICTR had its court chambers.

The minister said even if they are handed over to Tanzania, the materials would be shared with the rest of the world.

“These archives are unique because there had only been three such (genocide) tribunals in the history of humanity,” she said.

One of the archives has been dedicated to millions of Jews killed during the Holocaust. It is located at Auschwitz in Poland, once occupied by the invading Germans during World War II.

The other facility is being set up for cases filed at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) against perpetrators of genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina in the 1990s.

She said Tanzania was keen to transform the archives on the Rwanda genocide into a museum from where they will be shared with the rest of the world.

Dr Tax’s remarks came only three months after a senior official of the Arusha-based IRMCT (the Mechanism) said the archives in question remain to be the property of the UN.

Abubacar Tambadou, the Registrar of the Tribunal insisted that the decision on where the archives should be preserved rests with the UN Security Council.

“Even after the conclusion of most cases on the genocide, the archives remain the property of the UN,” he was quoted saying during a visit to Rwanda.

However, Mr Tambadou hinted that the claim by Rwanda to host the archives was understandable given their historic link with their country.

But the final decision on where the Security Council will take about the archives will depend on the broader context of these archives.

Mr Tambadou said: “Although the archives are about Rwanda and Rwanda history and politics they served a greater purpose beyond that country.” US Calls On Rwanda, DR Congo To De-escalate (Barron’s)
August 15, 2023 https://www.barrons.com/news/us-calls-on-rwanda-dr-congo-to-de-escalate-960c9c1e

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken called Rwanda's leader on Tuesday and pressed for a de-escalation after a new flare-up in tensions with the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Kinshasa's military late last month accused Rwandan forces of entering its troubled border area, a claim denied by Kigali, which has also been accused of backing rebels in eastern DR Congo.

The State Department said Blinken had a "productive" call with Rwandan President Paul Kagame about the "volatile situation," without taking a stance on the alleged border incursion.

The call comes after Blinken's deputy, Victoria Nuland, visited Kinshasa and discussed the friction with Rwanda with President Felix Tshisekedi.

Blinken "relayed US advocacy for a diplomatic solution to the tensions between the two countries and (its) request for each side to take measures to de-escalate the situation," a State Department statement said.

Blinken on his own visit to the region last year said he found credible the allegations of Rwandan support for the M23 rebels, who relaunched their armed campaign in eastern DRC in late 2021.

Kagame denies supporting the Tutsi-led M23 but has called for action in the lawless area against the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, or FDLR, an ethnic Hutu armed group with links to
perpetrators of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.

Armed groups have plagued much of eastern DR Congo for three decades, a legacy of regional wars that flared in the 1990s and 2000s.

Rwanda genocide suspect re-arrested in South Africa (The Star) August 16, 2023

Rwandan fugitive Fulgence Kayishema, who has been in custody in South Africa, has been arrested again on an order for his transfer to Arusha,
Tanzania, to stand trial for genocide.

The latest developments which were at the request of the UN International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals - seem to have caught his lawyers by surprise.

He was arrested while in the holding cells at the high court in Cape Town earlier on Tuesday.

The tribunal wants him to answer to charges that he allegedly orchestrated the killing of approximately 2,000 Tutsi refugees at a Catholic church in Rwanda during the 1994 genocide.

Mr Kayishema is already in custody in South Africa after he was traced to a wine farm in Paarl in the Western Cape province and was initially arrested for contravening the country’s immigration laws.

South African investigators said he’d been living in South Africa under a false name since his arrival in 2000.

In his home country, Rwanda, he’s accused of playing a key role in the 1994 genocide, complicity in genocide and crimes against humanity.

During his last court appearance in June, he abandoned his bail application and said he’d apply for asylum status in South Africa.

The case against him has been postponed to 30 August to allow his lawyers and local prosecutors to respond to the arrest and transfer order.

He has not officially pleaded to the charges against him, but has previously denied having any role in the crimes.
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Turkey

SDF: Horrific massacre by the Turkish army claimed the lives of innocent children and women (ANF News) August 10, 2023

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) issued a statement to condemn the killing of civilians by the Turkish army in the village of al-Shirka on Tuesday.

The statement reads as follows: "A new massacre and another war crime committed by the Turkish occupation army targeted children, the elderly, and women from a single family in the safe village of al-Shirka
(encompassed by the ceasefire agreement), located south of Suluk town and adjacent to the M4 road."

The statement continued: "On 8 August, utilizing heavy artillery, the Turkish occupation army ruthlessly attacked civilian residences within the village, resulting in the martyrdom of 3 civilians from the Khamis
Al-Hadi Al-Khalawi family. Among the victims were Grandma Doza (60 years old), young Heba Al-Khalawi (10 years old), and Abdullah Al-Khalawi (3 years old), while three others suffered injuries: Malak Al-
Khalawi (12 years old), Tahani Al-Khalawi (5 years old), and their mother Haya Omar (25 years old)."

The statement added: "This appalling massacre stands as another in a series of such heinous violations committed by the Turkish occupation army against civilians in our secure regions. Previous instances
include the Safawiya, Dibs, and Al-Alimat massacres, among others. The persistent violations of the ceasefire agreement by the Turkish occupation army and its continued perpetration of massacres and war
crimes against civilians in our secure regions demand swift intervention from the agreement's guarantors, the global community, and human rights organizations to curb the occupation's reprehensible conduct
and bring an end to its war crimes."

US officials challenge Turkey's claim to have killed Islamic State leader (Al Monitor) By Amberin Zaman and Jared Szuba
August 16, 2023

The Islamic State confirmed the death of its most recent leader, Abu al-Hussein al-Husseini al-Quraishi, on Aug. 3. The jihadist group said its self-
styled “caliph” had been killed in clashes with the rival Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), the al-Qaeda offshoot that is dominant in Syria’s Idlib province,
and not by Turkey back in April, as Ankara previously claimed. IS said HTS, which it called "Turkey's tail," had handed his body over to Turkish
intelligence in a recorded message posted on the Telegram messaging app.

Biden administration officials speaking to Al-Monitor not for attribution confirmed that the IS leader had not been slain by Turkey. "Turkey lied," one of the officials said. One US military official phrased things
more diplomatically, telling Al-Monitor this week that there was reason to doubt Turkey's claim, adding that IS' allegation of HTS responsibility was seen as credible.

IS said it had named Abu Hafs al-Hashimi al-Quraishi as its new leader, the fifth since the founding of the group. It did not specify when his predecessor had been killed. Typically IS does not confirm the death
of its leader until the group has selected a new one. A senior US military official speaking on condition of anonymity at the Pentagon earlier this month said Washington was aware of the leadership change
before it was announced.

In June, the United Nations Security Council aired members' doubts about who was responsible.

Its committee charged with monitoring al-Qaeda and IS noted that on April 30, Turkey had reported killing its leader, "subsequently identifying him as a Syrian-born individual, holding the alias of Abdul-
Latif." It continued, "Member States could not confirm the leader’s death, with one identifying the deceased as only the security leader in the group’s Syrian branch. Some Member States dismissed the
possibility of a non-Iraqi overall [IS] leader."

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that Turkish intelligence forces had killed the IS leader after a long pursuit in Syria's Afrin, a Kurdish-majority enclave that was occupied by Turkey in 2017. "This
individual was neutralized as part of an operation by the Turkish national intelligence organization in Syria yesterday," Erdogan told the state broadcaster TRT.

Coming only days before landmark presidential and parliamentary elections, the announcement raised many eyebrows, with members of the opposition dismissing it as yet another electoral ploy.

IS’ rebuttal has revived debate over the veracity of Erdogan's claim. It has also refocused attention on the opaque relationship between Turkey and HTS amid Ankara’s professed desire to restore relations with
the Syrian government. The al-Qaeda offshoot is alongside the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces the most influential armed opposition group in Syria and is designated as a terrorist organization by the
United Nations, the United States and Turkey.

'A marriage of convenience'

Turkey has an estimated 10,000 troops in Idlib, its second-largest overseas deployment after Northern Cyprus. The deployment began with a few hundred soldiers in 2017 when Turkey, Russia and Iran agreed
to set up a de-escalation zone in Idlib. Turkey’s role was to monitor a cease-fire between government forces and the rebels and to weed out and disarm the more radical elements among them.

In practice, Turkish forces provide a security umbrella for HTS and its so-called "Salvation Government." The number of Turkish forces dramatically increased since February 2020, when Russian air force jets
killed at least 37 Turkish soldiers in Idlib and Syrian troops prized away territory from the rebels inside the de-escalation zone. Turkey retaliated, killing hundreds of Syrian government forces but desisted from
confronting Russia directly.

Jerome Drevon is a senior analyst on Jihad and Modern Conflict at the International Crisis Group. "Any military move [against HTS] is prevented by Turkey," he told Al-Monitor. "Turkey is the reason Idlib still
exists in its current form."

Drevon said it was highly unlikely that Turkey had killed the IS leader, not least because the group would never entrust the top job to a Syrian. IS "is a very Iraqi organization," Drevon observed. However, it is
likely that Turkey and HTS exchange information that leads to the elimination of extremist elements within the opposition ranks, he explained. "It’s a marriage of convenience."

Orwa Ajjoub, a senior analyst at the risk assessment consultancy COAR Global who specializes in Syria and jihadism, agrees. "Cooperation between HTS and Turkey, especially regarding the security situation in
northern Syria, is no secret," he told Al-Monitor. "While it is difficult to tell the nature of their information exchange and the extent to which Turkey might assist HTS in targeting IS figures, both parties view IS
as a shared enemy."

Ajjoub explained that since 2013, HTS "has undergone significant ideological shifts, distancing itself from the global jihadism ideologies of IS and al-Qaeda, respectively." He went on, "Consequently, both IS
and al-Qaeda perceive HTS as a 'murtad,' or apostate group. This perception largely stems from HTS' divergence from IS' interpretation of Islam, in which Turkey is seen as an infidel state."

In IS eyes, Turkey's defense of Idlib — and effectively of HTS — since 2017 serves as proof that "HTS has transitioned from being an adversary to acting as Turkey's pawn," Ajjoub added.

The group has secured a degree of stability unseen in other opposition-held areas where Turkish-supported factions are accused of massive corruption and violence amounting in some instances to war crimes
against the Kurds. Most importantly, HTS serves as a gatekeeper for millions of internally displaced Syrians living in the province who would likely flood the Turkish border should the government mount a
large-scale offensive.

Turkey is seized by rising anti-immigrant hysteria that is hurting Erdogan's standing ahead of local elections in March, giving HTS leverage. Sam Heller, a Beirut-based fellow at the Century Foundation,
reckons that the leverage may be overrated. "If the Turks wanted to cut off commercial traffic to the border, that would be a huge problem for HTS and the millions of people living in Idlib," Heller told-Al-
Monitor. "Turkish security forces' violence against attempted migrants at the border has been pretty well documented. If they really wanted to seal up the border, it's more doable than people typically assume,"
he added.

Drevon argues, however, that while "you can shoot people at the border, you can't shoot millions of people at the border.” This may explain HTS' muted reaction in the face of Erdogan's talk about wanting to
bury the hatchet with President Bashar al-Assad. The Syrian strongman says he won't sit down with Erdogan until all Turkish troops leave Syrian territory, in effect clearing the way for a government onslaught
against Idlib.

Meanwhile, Syrian Kurdish officials are quick to point out that in its previous iteration as al-Qaeda’s Syrian branch, Jabath al-Nusra, the group fought Syrian Kurdish fighters on Ankara’s behalf. At the same
time, Turkey did little to prevent thousands of foreign fighters from crossing into Syria to join IS and other jihadist groups in the early years of Syria’s civil conflict, thus earning the title of "the jihadi highway"
and the ire of its Western allies.

Old dog new tricks?

Turkey has since doubled down on reversing that image, arresting hundreds of suspected IS members and busting numerous IS cells inside Turkey. In May 2022 Turkey reported the arrest of Abu al-Hassan al
Hashimi al-Quraishi, the group’s third leader since its founder Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi killed himself by detonating a suicide vest during a raid conducted by US forces in 2019 on his safe house in Idlib. US
officials said they could not confirm Turkey's claim.

HTS has in parallel sought to project a more moderate stance under its leader, Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, part of a sustained bid to gain international legitimacy and to shed its terrorist designation. The group
has moved against numerous extremist groups in northern Syria, allowing it in turn to consolidate its own grip. Its unabashedly iron grip over Idlib helps keep the province stable.

Killing the "caliph" would "undoubtedly enhance HTS' reputation as a valuable ally of the international coalition against terrorism," Ajjoub said. However, its relationship with Ankara "is paramount," hence
allowing Turkey to claim Quraishi’s killing "would elevate their collaborative dynamic."

HTS wants more than anything to strike a strategic relationship with Ankara. "They want strong economic and military ties, a real partnership," Drevon said, adding that he believed that the group had
“changed." "They have committed to international security. They don't carry out terrorist attacks abroad. For me there is no reason for them to be listed," Drevon asserted.

A legitimized HTS, despite its abysmal human rights record and rigidly Islamist views, could potentially emerge as a credible actor if and when meaningful talks resume between Damascus and its opponents, its
sympathizers within the Turkish bureaucracy contend.

Others go as far as to envisage an alliance between HTS and the Syrian Kurds that would pose a serious challenge to the government, forcing it to make some concessions that would lead to a more sustainable
peace.

For now, though, it's more of a pipe dream. Delisting is a hugely complicated process. For example, it took 13 years for the United States' top Iraqi Kurdish allies who share power in northern Iraq to get off the
State Department's list of terrorist organizations.

In any case the United States shows no signs of being swayed by Jolani's purported tameness. In May, the US Treasury announced that it had designated two financial facilitators of HTS "in joint action" with
Turkey.

In a recent interview with the French daily Le Figaro, former head of France’s external intelligence service Alain Chouet suggested that HTS was mainly interested in profit and power and was being aided by
Turkey. "HTS has settled into a profitable economy, powered by international aid and by the Turks," Chouet observed. "I don’t think they have any long-term plans, including jihadist ideology. You have to dress
up your predatory instincts with [foils] like religion."

That view is known to be shared by some of Turkey’s top brass who oppose any furthering of cooperation that would allow HTS to expand its control beyond Idlib to areas deemed critical to Turkey’s national
security. Their wariness was in evidence in October when HTS forces moved against its rivals and entered Afrin. While Turkey did little to stop the advance — presumably to discipline its unruly Sunni allies — it
then threatened HTS with airstrikes to force the group to withdraw.

Rojava welcomes US sanctions on pro-Turkey Syrian militias (Rudaw) August 18, 2023

The governing Kurdish authority in northeastern Syria (Rojava) on Friday welcomed United States sanctions on two pro-Turkey militia groups and
called for an international investigation into alleged crimes committed by the militias in Afrin.

"We welcome the decision of the US Treasury regarding imposing sanctions on some leaders of the mercenary factions for committing war crimes and displacing Kurds from Afrin," Bedran Ciya Kurd, co-
president of the external affairs department of the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria, said on Twitter.

In January 2018, Turkish forces and their Syrian proxies launched Operation Olive Branch in Afrin, seizing control of the Kurdish enclave from the People's Protection Units (YPG) by March of the same year.
The YPG is the backbone of the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). Turkey considers the YPG a terror organisation and a threat to its national security.

Local and international rights groups have repeatedly accused pro-Turkey militias of committing human rights crimes against Kurdish residents of Afrin since 2018.

The US Department of Treasury on Thursday announced sanctions on the Sulaiman Shah Brigade and the Hamza Division, both of whom operate in Afrin, and their leaders for committing "serious human
rights abuses against those residing in the Afrin region."

Ciya Kurd described the sanctions as a step towards "achieving justice," but not enough "to take back the complete rights of the people of Afrin." He called for international investigators to visit the region in
order to bring those accused of crimes before an international court.

"The international community bears the full responsibility for what is happening in the occupied territories," Ciya Kurd said. "They must protect and implement the laws they created to preserve human rights
and dignity."

The SDF also welcomed "decisive measures" taken by the US Treasury against the militias, while pointing out that the sanctioned groups are "closely associated" with Turkey.

The SDF said they believe "that American institutions have the capability to improve methods of holding these groups accountable and tracking them," adding that the groups are supported by Ankara to
execute "demographic change, enforced displacement, abduction, sexual abuse, and theft of property."

"We want to draw attention to the fact that these terrorist acts against the indigenous populace are not sporadic incidents but rather systematic and strategic crimes committed under the directives of the
Turkish occupying State," added the statement.

The US Treasury accused the Sulaiman Shah Brigade of subjecting civilians in Afrin to "abductions and extortion" and targeting Kurdish residents, noting that many people "are subjected to harassment,
abduction, and other abuses until they are forced to abandon their homes or pay large ransoms for return of their property or family members."

The US also accused the Hamza Division of operating detention facilities "in which it houses those it has abducted for extended periods of time. During their imprisonment, victims are held for ransom, often
suffering sexual abuse at the hands of Hamza Division fighters."

Both groups were designated for their direct or indirect involvement in "serious human rights abuses against the Syrian people."
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Russia is committing grave acts of ecocide in Ukraine — and the results will harm the whole world (The Guardian) August 16, 2023

Robert Oppenheimer, the American physicist who led the team that developed the world's first nuclear weapons, quoted from ancient Hindu
scriptures to illustrate his conflicting feelings about the forces his science unleashed: "Now I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds," he said. In
his later years, Oppenheimer longed for a future "without nation states armed for war, and above all, a world without war".

Yet there's another kind of loss that Oppenheimer recognised only too clearly in his readings of the Bhagavad Gita, the ancient text he turned to after the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. Humans
now possess the power to destroy the world they live in.

The people of Ukraine have grown cruelly familiar with war and death, inflicted on them by a nation state with vastly superior resources: they will never forget the human loss they have suffered in fighting to
save their homeland. But Ukraine is also facing a destruction of habitat and nature on a scale that will reverberate far beyond its borders. While it is almost impossible to measure, the breadth and depth of this
damage must be understood.

Russia has taken deliberate aim at Ukraine's environment: its rivers, forests and fields. Many of Ukraine's natural reserves — its animal and sea life, water and impressive biodiversity — have been terribly
damaged or polluted. Toxins leak from its damaged industries and infrastructure. Global food security is at risk. The world cannot afford to ignore this growing environmental threat.

The overwhelming threat to Ukraine's environment was highlighted in June, with the extraordinary collapse of the huge Nova Kakhovka dam, which held back one of the biggest water reservoirs in Europe. This
was no coincidental collapse: the dam was under Russian control when an explosion inside an internal passageway blew its concrete heart to pieces. This unleashed a catastrophic flood that wrecked over 40
towns and villages and one of the world's most valuable agricultural regions. Tonnes of oil were spilled into the Dnipro River. An uncountable number of landmines were strewn into the river and the Black Sea,
leading to toxic leakage.

Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant

'We worry that an environmental disaster of great magnitude is looming at Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant.'

Today, we worry that an environmental disaster of even greater magnitude is looming at Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. The plant was seized by Russia last year and remains under its control.
Ukrainian intelligence has accused Russian forces of mining the plant, either to destroy it before they are expelled, or to stage an incident they would try to pin on Ukraine.

Rafael Grossi, director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency, visited Zaporizhzhia in June and described the situation as "extremely volatile". Playing with explosives at a nuclear power plant risks
environmental doom — for Ukraine and for all of Europe. Nuclear contamination does not stop at borders.

Russia will face justice. Both the international criminal court and Ukraine's prosecutor general are investigating these acts as war crimes. But under both Ukrainian and Russian law, some of these crimes
qualify as ecocide — an apt term for these terrible times: "the mass destruction of flora and fauna, poisoning of air or water resources, and any other actions that may cause environmental disaster," as defined in
Ukrainian law.

One day the war will end, and environmental safety is one of the key priorities to construct a just and lasting peace in Ukraine, as set out in President Zelenskiy's peace plan. The president's 10-point strategy
placed emphasis on the protection of the natural environment. He has appointed a group, including senior Ukrainian officials and prominent international personalities, to push both Ukraine and the
international community to be specific about how that can happen. Indeed, national security advisers of key global players discussed the path to peace in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, earlier this month.

The reconstruction of Ukraine and its industries should be guided by green, net-zero objectives. Environmental reconstruction goals will need strong support from the international community. But urgent
action is needed now. Measures to prevent further environmental catastrophe or mitigate damage should be prioritised — even during war.

The people of Ukraine have become grimly accustomed to war, death, and destruction — but we must do all that is possible to prevent further environmental disaster, which may later have unpredictable
consequences for the region, and the world.

"It is perfectly obvious that the whole world is going to hell," Oppenheimer declared at the height of the cold war, but here in Kyiv, we have not given up hope. The world's best chance of avoiding hell depends
on the rest of us trying to do something to prevent it.

Russian court upholds 13-year sentence against Ukrainian human rights defender Maksym Butkevych (Amnesty International) August 22, 2023

An appeal hearing at a Moscow court on Tuesday (22 August) which has upheld the 13-year sentence imposed on Maksym Butkevych, a Ukrainian
human rights defender, is a grave miscarriage of justice Amnesty International said today.

The decision to imprison him for 13 years was taken by the so-called supreme court in Russian-occupied Luhansk in Ukraine, for a crime that evidence has shown Butkevych could not have committed.

"A court in Moscow has upheld the decision made during a sham trial which was held in secret, against a defendant who had limited contact with the outside world, including his lawyer, and was apparently
forced to incriminate himself on video for a crime which Maksym Butkevych simply could not have committed," Denis Krivosheev, Amnesty International's Deputy Regional Director for Research, Eastern
Europe and Central Asia said.

Before the war in Ukraine, Maksym Butkevych led a Ukrainian NGO helping refugees find protection in Ukraine. Following Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Butkevych volunteered for the Ukrainian
Armed Forces before being put in charge of a platoon. His unit was later captured on the front line by Russian forces.

"Since his capture, Maksym Butkevych has been heavily smeared by the Russian media and the Russian authorities in Moscow and portrayed as a villain intent on killing civilians. Wilfully depriving Maksym
Butkevych, as a prisoner of war, of fair trial rights constitutes a war crime in itself.

"The sham trial against Maksym Butkevych and his treatment since his captivity is a reprisal by Russia for his civic activism and his prominent human rights work, and so is the outcome of the appeal hearing,
which should have quashed the 13-year sentence and ordered his immediate release from custody.

"In contravention of international humanitarian law, Russia has consistently denied the ICRC unimpeded and repeated access to all prisoners of war, despite its own persistent demands and those of the UN
and other stakeholders. It has wilfully deprived Ukrainian prisoners of war of the right to a fair and regular trial, which constitutes a war crime, and those responsible must be brought to account.

"Russia must fully abide by international law governing occupation. It must end immediately its war or aggression against Ukraine. For all victims of all crimes under international law committed by its forces in
Ukraine, Russia must provide full and adequate reparation."

Background

Maksym Butkevych's family, friends and colleagues have been running a campaign for his release and justice. Like the overwhelming majority of Ukrainian prisoners of war held by Russian forces and their
proxies, Maksym Butkevych has had limited contact with the outside world. There is every reason to believe that he, like many other Ukrainian prisoners of war held by Russia, has been subjected to torture and
other ill-treatment, details of which are presented in the statement "Ukraine: Russia's reprisals against prominent Ukrainian human rights defender who joined the Armed Forces of Ukraine".

Amnesty International has been documenting war crimes and other violations of international humanitarian law since the beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. All of Amnesty International's
outputs published to date can be found here.

Von der Leyen: Attacks on Ukrainian ports, deliberate destruction of grain "war crime" (Ukrinform) August 23, 2023

Systematic attacks by Russia against civilian infrastructure facilities and ports of Ukraine and the destruction of grain stocks bound for the most
vulnerable countries constitute a war crime for which Russia will be held accountable.

That's according to the President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, who addressed the issue on X (formerly known as Twitter), reacting to the latest Russian strike targeting the port of Izmail.

"I strongly condemn the Russian drone attack on the port of Izmail in Ukraine. Russia is intentionally and systemically targeting civilian infrastructure and destroying tons of grain meant to feed the world.
These and other attacks against civilians are war crimes Russia will be held accountable for," von der Leyen wrote.

As reported, as a result of an attack by enemy drones on the night of August 23, production and transshipment complexes were hit and grain storage facilities were damaged in Odesa region.

Oleksandr Kubrakov, Deputy Prime Minister for Restoration - Minister for Communities, Territories and Infrastructure Development, said several private grain terminals and warehouses, whose cargo was
intended for Egypt and Romania, were damaged. 13,000 tonnes of grain were destroyed in the port of Izmail. In Kubrakov's words, this night alone, the export capacity of the port of Izmail was reduced by 15%.
This is the eighth attack on port infrastructure since Russia withdrew from the grain initiative, the deputy prime minister said. In total, 270,000 tonnes of grain have been destroyed in a month of attacks on
ports.
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Turkiye calls on Iraq to recognize PKK as terror group as FM visits (Daily Sabah) August 23, 2023

As Turkiye strives to improve ties with Iraq, top diplomat Hakan Fidan made his first visit to the country since his appointment as foreign minister
earlier this summer. Starting his three-day visit to the country, Fidan was blunt in his call to Baghdad for recognition of one of Turkiye's primary
security concerns: the PKK terrorist group.

Turkiye expects Iraq to officially recognize the PKK as a terrorist organization, Fidan said Tuesday. Speaking at a joint news conference with his Iraqi counterpart Fuad Hussein in Iraq's capital Baghdad, Fidan
said, "We expect Iraq, out of friendship and brotherhood, to officially recognize PKK as a terrorist organization."

"We must not allow the PKK terrorist organization, which is a common enemy of Turkiye and Iraq, to poison our bilateral relations.

"We cannot accept PKK challenging the sovereignty of Iraq," he added.

Fidan said that the territorial integrity, political unity and sovereignty of Iraq are one of Turkiye's priorities.

"Sinjar, Makhmour, Qandil, Sulaymaniyah and many other Iraqi districts have been occupied by the PKK terror group."

In its more than 35-year terror campaign against Turkiye, the PKK has been responsible for the deaths of over 40,000 people, including women, children and infants. The YPG is its Syrian branch.

Turkiye supports Iraq's fight against the PKK terrorist organization, Fidan said.

"We are ready to collaborate with Iraq in the fight against all forms of terrorist organizations, whether it's the PKK or Daesh, regardless of their names.

"These groups, aiming to undermine Iraq's territorial integrity and political unity, are targeting the stability and prosperity of our Iraqi brothers, and committing crimes against humanity," he added.

For his part, Hussein said that the Iraqi Constitution does not allow any foreign armed group (such as the PKK terrorist organization) to use Iraq as a base to launch attacks against neighboring countries.

Regarding President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's anticipated visit to Iraq, he said: "I hope that we will quickly sign joint agreements and memoranda of understanding between the two parties to pave the way for
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's visit to Baghdad."

On Wednesday, Fidan was received by Iraqi President Abdul Latif Rashid and Prime Minister Mohammed Shia Al Sudani. "In the meeting (with Rashid), the topics discussed included increasing our bilateral
trade, counterterrorism efforts and the efficient utilization of transboundary waters between the two countries," the Turkish Foreign Ministry said on X, formerly known as Twitter. Fidan is scheduled to meet
the Iraqi parliamentary speaker and representatives of the Turkmen community in Iraq later on Wednesday before traveling to northern Iraq to meet officials from Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). He is
expected to hold talks with KRG Prime Minister Masrour Barzani as well.

The PKK is blacklisted as a terrorist organization in Turkiye, along with the United States and the European Union. It has waged a bloody insurgency in Turkiye since 1984 that has claimed tens of thousands of
lives, including women and children.

Ankara maintains dozens of military bases in northern Iraq where it regularly launches operations against the group, which maintains a stronghold in the Qandil Mountains. In the last few years, intensifying
operations in the region have demolished terrorist lairs in Metina, Avashin-Basyan, Zap and Gara. After eradicating the group's influence in these regions, Turkiye also aims to clear Qandil, Sinjar and
Makhmour.

Turkiye's military involvement in northern Iraq dates back over two decades, separately from its operations against the PKK, and also included the war against the Daesh terrorist group, which controlled much
of the area, in 2014 and 2015, when Ankara was an ally in the U.S.-led anti-Daesh campaign. The terrorist group has been more active in Syria after a civil war broke out more than a decade ago. YPG terrorists
control areas near the Syrian-Iraqi border and unconfirmed reports say they travel between the two countries secretly.

Turkish security forces "neutralized" six more members of the PKK/YPG terror group in northern Syria, Turkiye's National Defense Ministry said on Wednesday. The terrorists had opened harassing fire on the
Operation Olive Branch zone, the ministry said on X. Turkish authorities use the term "neutralize" to imply that the terrorists in question surrendered or were killed or captured.

PKK/YPG terrorists hide out in northern Syria, near the Turkish border, where they plan and carry out attacks on both locals and nearby settlements in Turkiye. Since 2016, Ankara has launched a trio of
successful anti-terror operations across its border in northern Syria to prevent the formation of a terror corridor and enable the peaceful settlement of residents: Euphrates Shield (2016), Olive Branch (2018)
and Peace Spring (2019).
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War crime complaint filed against fighter who 'confessed to killing children' in Syria (Middle East Eye) August 23, 2023

A human rights group has filed a legal complaint in Norway against an alleged Iraqi fighter who appeared to confess to killing civilians in Syria's war
while fighting alongside President Bashar al-Assad's forces.

The Syrian Center for Media and Freedom of Expression (SCM) said they had made a complaint to the War Crimes Unit in Norway over the Iraqi man, who has been living in the country for six years.

The organisation referenced a number of videos circulating online in which the man says he killed civilians while fighting the opposition as a member of Iraq's Popular Mobilisation paramilitary (known as
Hashd al-Shaabi in Arabic).

"The suspect also revealed that he killed several Syrian children without specifying the exact tally, and that the youngest of these children was around a month old," said SCM, in a statement.

"According to the video, he killed the one-month-old baby who was in the arms of his crying mother. The videos also include death threats against Syrians residing in Norway."

Stay informed with MEE's newsletters Sign up to get the latest alerts, insights and analysis, starting with Turkey Unpacked Your email The SCM demanded "the opening of a structural investigation" and said
the police confirmed receipt of the complaint on Monday.

The Hashd al-Shaabi, a paramilitary unit formed in 2014 by Iraqis to fight the Islamic State group, has been among the foreign forces who travelled to Syria to aid the Assad government against opposition
rebels.
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rebels.

The group, as well as other foreign fighters, has been accused of carrying out arbitrary detentions, torture and other abuses across the country.

Syria's ongoing conflict has raged since 2011 when security forces loyal to Assad opened fire on peaceful pro-democracy protesters, eventually sparking a civil war and foreign interventions that ultimately
ensured Assad's survival.

The war has killed more than 500,000 people and driven millions from the country, turning them into refugees.

In recent years, a number of Syrians have been prosecuted for war crimes in Europe.

Last year, a former senior Syrian government security official was sentenced to life in prison in Germany, accused of overseeing dozens of murders at an interrogation facility near the beginning of the war.

Russian air strikes kill 8 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham fighters in Syria's rebel-held northwest (The New Arab) August 21, 2023

At least eight fighters were killed in Russian air strikes early Monday targeting a base in Syria's northwest, a war monitor said.

"Russian warplanes carried out air strikes on the western outskirts of Idlib city, targeting a military base belonging to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)... killing at least eight fighters," said Rami Abdel Rahman, who
heads the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

Several other fighters were wounded in the strikes, with some in critical condition, said the Britain-based monitor, which relies on a wide network of sources inside Syria.

Jihadist group HTS, led by Syria's former Al-Qaeda affiliate, controls parts of Idlib province, areas of which form the last bastions of armed opposition to the regime of Bashar al-Assad's rule.

HTS also controls parts of the adjacent Latakia, Hama and Aleppo provinces.

Russia has repeatedly struck the Idlib stronghold over the years.

These strikes come after artillery shelling by Turkey, which supports the moderate rebels still present in Syria, killed several Assad-allied fighters at a checkpoint near the village of Tukhar, as well as in the
village of Jat, controlled by the Syrian Defence Forces-affiliated Manbij Military Council.

Syria's civil war broke out in 2011 after the government's repression of peaceful demonstrations escalated into a deadly conflict that pulled in foreign powers and led to a global jihadist insurgency that birthed
groups such as HTS and the Islamic State, both of which have often attacked the moderate anti-Assad rebels.

Moscow is a major ally of Damascus, and its intervention in Syria since 2015 helped to turn the tide in the regime's favour.

On August 5, three family members, all civilians, were killed when Russian warplanes struck the outskirts of Idlib city, the Observatory said at the time.

On June 25, Russian air strikes killed at least 13 people including nine civilians in Idlib province, in what the Observatory said was the deadliest such attack on the country this year.

With Russian and Iranian support, Damascus has conquered much of the territory liberated by rebels early in the conflict.

Syria's war has killed more than half a million people and forced around half of the country's pre-war population from their homes.

The rebel-held Idlib region is home to about three million people, around half of them displaced from other parts of the country.

Since 2020, a ceasefire deal brokered by Damascus ally Moscow and rebel-backer Ankara has largely held in Syria's northwest, despite periodic clashes.
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Yemen

Saudi Border Guards Accused of Killing Hundreds of African Migrants (New York Times) By Ben Hubbard and Shuaib Almosawa 
August 21, 2023

Border guards in Saudi Arabia have regularly opened fire on African migrants seeking to cross into the kingdom from Yemen, killing hundreds of men,
women and children in a recent 15-month period, Human Rights Watch said in a report released on Monday.

The guards have beaten the migrants with rocks and bars, forced male migrants to rape women while guards watched and shot detained migrants in their limbs, leading to permanent injuries and amputations,
the report said. The shooting of migrants is "widespread and systematic," it said, adding that if killing them were Saudi government policy, it would constitute a crime against humanity.

A Saudi government statement dismissed the report as inaccurate.

"The allegations included in the Human Rights Watch report about Saudi border guards shooting Ethiopians while they were crossing the Saudi-Yemeni border are unfounded and not based on reliable
sources," the statement said.

The report provides chilling new details about the conditions along one of the world's most dangerous smuggling routes, a patch of isolated, war-ravaged territory rarely visited by journalists, aid workers or
other international observers.

It focuses on the plight of migrants from Ethiopia, one of the world's poorest countries, who seek to enter Saudi Arabia — the Arab world's richest nation and one of the globe's largest oil exporters — and on the
increasingly harsh efforts by the kingdom's security forces to keep migrants out.

Faisal Othman, a migrant from Ethiopia, told The New York Times that he was trying to cross the border with about 200 others last September when a projectile exploded near the group and shrapnel tore apart
the women around him. "Most of them ended up as remains," Mr. Othman, 31, said by phone on Sunday from the Yemeni capital, Sana. "They were shredded like crushed tomatoes."

His account was not included in the Human Rights Watch report, but was similar to many of the cases it documented. He said destitution pushed people to risk the trip.

"They're just poor people looking to make a living on bare feet, but they face rockets," he said. For years, streams of migrants have fled Ethiopia because of poverty, drought and political repression and have
headed for Djibouti, where smugglers transport them across the Gulf of Aden to Yemen, the Arab world's poorest country, which has been torn apart by years of war.

In Yemen, the migrants are taken to territory near the Saudi border that is controlled by the Houthis, an Iran-backed militant group that seized Sana and much of the country's northwest from the
internationally recognized Yemeni government in 2014.

The next year, Saudi Arabia and some of its Arab allies launched a bombing campaign to drive out the Houthis. But it didn't work, and the war sank into a stalemate and fueled one of the world's worst
humanitarian crises. Human Rights Watch based its report on dozens of interviews with migrants who have attempted the trip or with their associates; an analysis of hundreds of photos and videos shot by
migrants; and an examination of satellite images of the border area.

It describes Saudi border guards firing on groups of migrants with rifles and explosive munitions believed to be mortars or rockets, often killing large numbers of people.

One 14-year-old girl cited in the report recalled seeing 30 people killed around her when Saudi guards opened fire on her group in February. The girl told the researchers that she had hidden under a rock and
had fallen asleep, only to realize that other people she thought were sleeping around her were dead.

Other migrants cited in the report said they had been abused by Saudi guards after being stopped near the border. Some were beaten, and others were shot in the limbs after the guards asked them where they
would prefer to be shot, the report said.

One 17-year-old boy told researchers that guards had forced him and another migrant to rape two girls in their group after killing another migrant who had refused to do so.

The report estimates that the number of migrants killed between March 2022 and June 2023 is at least in the hundreds but says that the true toll could be in the thousands.

While it focuses on abuses by the Saudi security forces, the report also accuses the Houthis of the widespread abuse of migrants by facilitating smuggling, extortion and detention, which together can constitute
human trafficking and torture.

Houthi forces work with smugglers to gather large numbers of migrants in two makeshift camps near the Saudi border, the report said. Some migrants pay bribes to be let in and are then abused once inside.
From one of the camps, the migrants walk more than six miles through mountainous terrain to reach the border, where guards sometimes open fire.

Since the start of Yemen's war, the country has seen rampant human rights violations and scant efforts to hold perpetrators accountable.

In their effort to beat back the Houthis, Saudi Arabia and its allies have carried out a bombing campaign that has hit weddings, funerals and a school bus full of children on a field trip, altogether killing an
untold number of civilians. For their part, the Houthis have fired rockets at civilian targets in Saudi Arabia, deployed child soldiers and controlled the territory they hold with an iron fist, sometimes
disappearing dissidents.

The pace of the conflict has slowed since Saudi Arabia and Iran, which supports the Houthis, reestablished diplomatic relations this year and Saudi Arabia began peace talks with the Houthis. But talk of
accountability for war crimes has been absent from the discussions.

The last United Nations-backed body established to monitor human rights violations in Yemen stopped working in 2021, after Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates lobbied members of the United
Nations Human Rights Council to end the body's mandate.

Although Monday's report suggested that the Saudi border forces had become more harsh in targeting migrants, the violence is not new, and there have not been significant international efforts to stop it.

Abdulaziz Yasin, a prominent member of the Ethiopian community in Sana, said the reports of migrants' being attacked never stopped.

"Every day, there are three, four or five migrants being killed," he told The Times in a phone interview. "Sometimes, 10, 20 or 30 get killed at once. There are a lot of Africans being killed."

Still, he said, the community believes that it cannot count on any international agency to help. "We complain to the organizations to no avail," he said. "How can anyone help us?"

[back to contents]

ASIA

Afghanistan

UN Envoy Says ICC Should Prosecute Taliban for Crimes Against Humanity for Denying Girls Education (Associated Press) By Edith M. Lederer
August 16, 2023

The International Criminal Court should prosecute Taliban leaders for a crime against humanity for denying education and employment to Afghan
girls and women, the U.N. special envoy for global education said.

Gordon Brown told a virtual U.N. press conference on the second anniversary of the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan on Tuesday that its rulers are responsible for "the most egregious, vicious and indefensible
violation of women's rights and girls' rights in the world today."

The former British prime minister said he has sent a legal opinion to ICC prosecutor Karim Khan that shows the denial of education and employment is "gender discrimination, which should count as a crime
against humanity, and it should be prosecuted by the International Criminal Court."

The Taliban took power in August 2021, during the final weeks of the U.S. and NATO forces' pullout after 20 years of war. As they did during their previous rule of Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001, the Taliban
gradually reimposed their harsh interpretation of Islamic law, or Sharia, barring girls from school beyond the sixth grade and women from most jobs, public spaces and gyms and recently closing beauty salons.

Brown urged major Muslim countries to send a delegation of clerics to Afghanistan's southern city of Kandahar, the home of Taliban supreme leader Hibatullah Akhundzada, to make the case that bans on
women's education and employment have "no basis in the Quran or the Islamic religion" — and to lift them.

He said he believes "there's a split within the regime," with many people in the education ministry and around the government in the capital, Kabul, who want to see the rights of girls to education restored.
"And I believe that the clerics in Kandahar have stood firmly against that, and indeed continue to issue instructions."

The Taliban's chief spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, brushed aside questions about restrictions on girls and women in an Associated Press interview late Monday in Kabul, saying the status quo will remain. He
also said the Taliban view their rule of Afghanistan as open-ended, drawing legitimacy from Islamic law and facing no significant threat.

Brown said the Taliban should be told that if girls are allowed to go to secondary school and university again, education aid to Afghanistan, which was cut after the bans were announced, will be restored.

He also called for monitoring and reporting on abuses and violations of the rights of women and girls, sanctions against those directly responsible for the bans including by the United States and United
Kingdom, and the release of those imprisoned for defending women's and girls' rights.

Brown said 54 of the 80 edicts issued by the Taliban explicitly target women and girls and dismantle their rights, most recently banning them from taking university exams and visiting public places including
cemeteries to pay respects to loved ones.

He announced that the U.N. and other organizations will sponsor and fund internet learning for girls and support underground schools as well as education for Afghan girls forced to leave the country who need
help to go to school.

"The international community must show that education can get through to the people of Afghanistan, in spite of the Afghan government's bans," he said.

Brown said there are a number of organizations supporting underground schools and there is a new initiative in the last few weeks to provide curriculum through mobile phones, which are popular in
Afghanistan.

He wouldn't discuss details over concerns for the safety of students and teachers, "but there is no doubt that girls are still trying to learn, sometimes risking a lot to be able to do so."

During the 20 years the Taliban were out of power, Brown said 6 million girls got an education, becoming doctors, lawyers, judges, members of parliament and cabinet ministers.

Today, he said, 2.5 million girls are being denied education, and 3 million more will leave primary school in the next few years, "so we're losing the talents of a whole generation."

Brown urged global action and pressure — not just words — to convince the Taliban to restore the rights of women and girls.

"We have not done enough in the last two years," he said. "I don't want another year to go by when girls in Afghanistan and women there feel that they are powerless because we have not done enough to
support them."

Public inquiry into allegations of unlawful killings by British soldiers in Afghanistan to be held partly in secret (Sky News) By Sadiya Chowdhury
August 21, 2023

A public inquiry into allegations of war crimes by British armed forces in Afghanistan will be held partly in secret, the chair has decided.

Sir Charles Haddon-Cave ruled some evidence, witness identities and testimonies will be limited to closed sessions which the media and public are prohibited from attending.

It comes after the Ministry of Defence (MoD) and the Royal Military Police (RMP), which is accused of failing to investigate the claims, sought sweeping restrictions citing national security and privacy.

The reasons for the chair's conclusions are laid out in a ruling that itself is private.

In his decision, Lord Justice Haddon-Cave said there are "cogent national security and other reasons why many hearings will need to be held entirely in closed [behind closed doors]." Sky News has asked the
inquiry to explain what "other reasons" means.

The chair said he studied the evidence and concluded "for reasons set out in my closed ruling, it amounts to a strong and compelling case that there is a real risk that serious national security damage would be
caused" if the MoD's application for secrecy was not granted.

The order withholds from disclosure information relating to methods, tactics and equipment of UK and foreign partner operatives, as well as details of the identity of MoD and RMP witnesses. It prohibits
public access to "risk of information," though the chair himself seeks clarity on what that means.

The allegations of extrajudicial killings are part of a BBC and The Times investigation which claimed rogue SAS units executed innocent civilians during a campaign of night raids set up to capture Taliban
fighters.

Evidence submitted to the inquiry claims as many as 80 people were killed in suspicious circumstances by three out of four SAS squadrons between 2010 and 2013.

The documents outlined the high kill rate of the squadrons, with one soldier shooting 35 people dead in a single six-month tour.

'Blanket' restrictions not in interest of open justice - victims' families

The victims' families had argued "blanket" restrictions were not in the interest of open justice. Public hearings may be painful and humiliating, they submitted, but "reputational damage is not a blanket
justification for anonymity".

In an unusual move, the chair has also denied the families access to special advocates whose roles are to examine material heard in closed sessions and to represent the excluded party's interests.

Tessa Gregory, partner at Leigh Day solicitors, who is acting for the Afghan families, told Sky News: "We are carefully considering this ruling and its implications for the conduct of the inquiry".

"It is of utmost important to our clients, who alleged their relatives were murdered by UK Special Forces in Afghanistan, that the truth is uncovered and that they are able to participate fully in the inquiry."
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Bangladesh International Crimes Tribunal

Human rights groups urge US to ensure violence-free, secular future for Bangladesh (Dhaka Tribune) August 10, 2023

A group of human rights and professional organizations in a statement to 14 members of the US Congress urged to change the current course of
action to ensure a violence-free, secular and democratic future for Bangladesh.

The statement regarding the US policies on Bangladesh was sent to congress members Bob Good, Scott Perry, Anna Paulina-Luna, Josh Brecheen, Ralph Norman, Andrew Clyde, Eli Crane, Cory Mills, Paul A
Gosar, Doug LaMalfa, Ronny L Jackson, Randy Weber, Brian Babin and Glenn Grothman.

"Your letter demanding UN intervention in Bangladesh's election makes it seem like you are playing in the hands of Islamists and terrorists," the statement dated August 7 reads.

"The last UN intervention, based on blackmailing Bangladesh's contribution to the UN peacekeeping mission, brought a military-led government that did not solve what they are expecting to happen now,"
according to the statement.

The signatory Bangladeshi-American human rights, social, professional organizations, and elected officials strongly support a violence-free, secular, and democratic Bangladesh.

"We echo your concern. But, dear Congressmen, please do your homework and kindly be informed about the people demanding free and fair elections before you abruptly interfere in the domestic affairs of a
foreign country," the statement reads.

"You must have known that an American, Avijit Roy, was murdered by Ansar al Islam terrorists in 2015. Ansar al Islam is an al-Qaeda affiliate with covert operations in Bangladesh," the statement further says.

The signatories said Bangladesh Nationalist Party and Jamaat-e-Islami, who have been demanding free and fair elections in Bangladesh, "also have been overtly and covertly in cahoots with terrorist groups like
Ansar al Islam since 2001. The groups aim to use the democratic process as an excuse to capture political power like the Muslim Brotherhood did in Egypt in 2012."

Why are they writing this letter?

The signatories wrote: "First, as US citizens, we are concerned about the repeated failure of US foreign policy to install democracy without considering the historical and socio-political dimensions in Muslim
countries and regions. The vivid examples of American foreign policy failure are Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and Libya. We don't want that to happen in Bangladesh. Second, those of us advocating and fighting for
a secular, violence-free, and democratic Bangladesh over the last few decades feel that our lives, like that of Avijit's, are at stake if the coalition led by BNP-Jamaat somehow takes over the political power of
Bangladesh under democratic pretext. Please also note that losing Bangladesh at the hands of any form of Islamic alliance would also be a double blow to US national security interest in South Asia."

"Now going back to the past and tracking the activities of the so-called freedom warriors, you will see how the Islamists led by the BNP-Jamaat coalition almost ravaged Bangladesh during 2001-2006 and are
still trying to destabilize South Asia. Bangladesh held four widely praised and well-participated elections in 1991, 1996, 2001, and 2008. But the massive terrorist incidents patronized by the BNP-Jamaat
coalition between two free elections in 2001 and 2008 indicate that just having a free (and so-called fair) election in 2024 will not change the current political deadlock unless the stakeholders find a sustainable
solution guaranteeing the security, safety, and post-election political participation of the minorities and political dissidents."

"Right after the October 2001 election victory, the BNP-Jamaat led coalition unleashed an unprecedented attack against the minority Hindus and the Awami League supporters across 11 western districts of
Bangladesh," they wrote.

"The Hindus and opposition activists were targeted because they overwhelmingly voted for the Bangladesh Awami League. The violence led to massive looting and burning of Hindu houses, rape of Hindu
women, and eviction of Hindus from their homes. State-patronized violence continued during the entire 2001-2006 under BNP-Jamaat rule," the statement said.

What are their concerns?

"First, two convicts currently lead the largest opposition party, BNP. The former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is the chairperson, and Tarique Rahman, the interim chair. What type of democracy would be safe if
Tarique, convicted of terrorism and other crimes, and other convicts somehow contest a 'free election' through the back door and win? Wasn't Muslim Brotherhood led by Mohammed Morsi allowed to
participate in a free election in Egypt in good faith in 2012?" —the signatories asks.

"Second, even after being out of political office for so long, the BNP-Jamaat coalition has not abandoned its violent ways. Most recently, on July 25-29, 2023, after being allowed to hold political rallies, the
BNP-led mobs again resorted to massive destruction, burning public transport and attacking businesses. On February 28, 2013, after the War Crimes Tribunal had convicted Jamaat-e-Islami leader Delwar
Hossain Sayedee, Jamaat-Shibir cadres unleashed an unprecedented year-long countrywide violence costing hundreds of lives."

"The Jamaat-led violence cost the lives of the largest number of law enforcement officers in the country's history. Then again, during February-March of 2015, BNP-Jamaat unleashed a massive terrorist
campaign to destabilize the government by throwing petrol bombs at civilian targets," the statement says.

"We desire strong ties between the two nations for mutual economic interests and national security interests of the United States. Therefore, we urge that you please cautiously make your statement and engage
all stakeholders to ensure a violent-free, secular, democratic Bangladesh," it adds."

The signatories are:

1. Elected Bangladeshi-American officials: Councilman Dr. Nuran Nabi, NJ; Mayor Mahabubul Alam Tayub, PA; State Representative Abul Khan, NH; Councilman Abu Ahmed Musa, MI and Councilman Nurul
Hasan, PA. 2. Shompriti Forum, Prof. ABM Nasir, NC. 3. USA Bangabandhu Parishad, Engineer Rana Hasan Mahmud, CA and Engineer Shikrity Barua, NY. 4. Bangladesh Liberation War Veterans 1971, USA
Inc. Golam Mostafa Khan Miraz, NY. 5. California Bangabandhu Parishad, Nazrul Alam and Engineer Tasnim Salam Aslam, CA. 6. Ghatok Dalal Nirmul Committee, USA, Fahim Reza Noor, NY. 7. Michigan
Bangabandhu Parishad, Engr. Ahad Ahmed, MI and Ali Ahmed Farish, MI. 8. US Committee for Democratic and Secular Bangladesh, Zakaria Choudhury, NY. 9. NRB Council USA, Engineer Jalil Khan, CA. 10.
Georgia Bangabandhu Parishad, Rumi Kabir and Mahabubur Rahman Bhuiyan, GA. 11. Bangladesh Freedom Fighters Solidarity Council, USA, Khurshid Anwar Bablu. 12. Greater Washington DC Bangabandhu
Parishad, Nasrin Munna. 13. Muktijoddha Sangsad, Dr. Abdul Baten. 14. Massachusetts Bangabandhu Parishad, Sofeda Basu, MA. 15. Morshed Alam, Democratic leader, NY. 16. Bangladesh Muktijodha
Sangsad, California Command Council, Zahedul Mahmud Zami, CA. 17. Pennsylvania Bangabandhu Parishad, Abu Taher Bir Partik, Kazi Shamim, PA. 18. Group of Academics: Prof. Ziauddin Ahmed, PA; Prof.
Mizan R Miah, IL; Prof. Jamil Talukdar, WI; Prof. Shahadat Hossain, NY. 19. South New Jersey Bangabandhu Parishad, Nurannabi Choudhury, NJ. 20. Bangabandhu Cultural Organization, Tawfik Soleman
Tuhin, Zamiul Belal, CA.

Bangladeshi religious leader buried after violent protests (Al Jazeera) August 15, 2023

An estimated 50,000 people have attended the funeral of an influential religious leader in Bangladesh whose death in prison triggered mass protests.

Delwar Hossain Sayedee, 83, was sentenced to death in 2013 for rape, murder and the persecution of Hindu Bangladeshis during the country's war for independence in 1971.

Sayedee, whose sentence was later reduced to "imprisonment till death", died on Monday after suffering a heart attack in a prison outside the capital Dhaka, prompting protests across the city that turned
violent when police moved in to disperse the demonstrators.

There was heavy police security at the funeral on Tuesday at Sayedee's hometown in the coastal Pirojpur district.

"Some 50,000 people joined the funeral prayer," the deputy police chief for the district, Sheikh Mustafizur Rahman, told the Agence France-Presse news agency.

Elsewhere in the country, one person was killed during a confrontation between police and a group trying to hold a memorial ceremony for Sayedee.

"They gathered and wanted to hold a funeral prayer, stoking a clash between them and police," Chakaria duty police officer Mohammed Selim Mia told AFP. "One person has died and some more have been
injured, including our policemen."

Sayedee was vice president of the opposition Jamaat-e-Islami party, a hardline political group with a huge following despite being banned for much of its history.

The party remains controversial for supporting Bangladesh's continued union with Pakistan during the former country's brutal 1971 civil war.

Sayedee rose to prominence in the 1980s after he started preaching in some of the Muslim-majority nation's top mosques.

Mass protests after conviction

His conviction a decade ago by a war crimes tribunal — criticised by rights groups for several procedural shortcomings – triggered the deadliest protests in Bangladesh’s history with at least 100 people killed in
the clashes that followed.

News of Sayedee's death on Monday night brought thousands of his party's supporters into the streets to chant anti-government slogans.

"We won’t let the blood of Sayedee go in vain," supporters shouted. Many criticised the government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, which is preparing for a general election slated for January.

Police reportedly dispersed protesters with rubber bullets and tear gas before dawn.

Two fugitive war crimes accused held in Satkhira (New Age Bangladesh) August 22, 2023

Anti-Terrorism Unit, a specialised unit of Bangladesh Police, has arrested two fugitive war crimes suspects in Satkhira’s Shyamnagar upazila.

The arrested are Md Abdul Aziz alias Aziz Commander,82, son of late Pute Ghazi, and Md Surat Ali Ghazi, 76, son of late Sher Ali Ghazi. Both are the residents of village Taranipur of the upazila.

According to a media release of ATU issued on Tuesday, the elite force conducted a drive and arrested them at village Taranipur of the upazila on Monday.

The accused were involved in killing in Shyamnagar’s Vetkhali-Joyakhali Kheyaghat area during the Liberation War of Bangladesh in 1971.

Later, a case was filed against them with Satkhira Judge Court in 1996.

After being arrested in the case, the two accused remained in jail for a long time and later were released on bail from the High Court.

International Crimes Tribunal-1 issued an arrest warrant against them in 2017. Earlier the investigation agency of the tribunal submitted its report against them.

The arrested were sent to the court, reads the release.
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War Crimes Investigation in Myanmar

UN Security Council, minus China and Russia, condemns Myanmar military’s killing of civilians (Associated Press) By Edith M. Lederer
August 23, 2023

Members of the U.N. Security Council — minus China and Russia — condemned the "unrelenting violence" and killing of civilians in Myanmar and
again urged its military rulers to stop attacks, release ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi and respect human rights.

Thirteen of the 15 council members on Wednesday backed a joint statement that said there had been "insufficient progress" on implementing the first-ever Security Council resolution on Myanmar that was
adopted last December. In that 12-0 vote, China and Russia, which have ties to the military that seized power from Suu Kyi’s elected civilian government in February 2021, abstained along with India whose
two-year term on the council has ended.

Britain’s deputy U.N. ambassador James Kariuki read the statement, flanked by diplomats from the other countries, after the council was briefed at a closed meeting by U.N. humanitarian chief Martin Griffiths
on his recent visit to Myanmar and by Assistant Secretary-General Khaled Khiari on efforts to resolve the crisis.

The statement reiterates demands from the December 2022 council resolution that still require implementation: the immediate release of all "arbitrarily detained" prisoners including ousted leader Suu Kyi and
president Win Myint, restoring democratic institutions, respecting human rights and "the democratic will of the people," and upholding the rule of law.

It also calls for the full implementation of the plan by the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations that Myanmar’s rulers agreed to in April 2021 but have made little progress in fulfilling. It includes
an immediate cessation of violence, a dialogue among all parties mediated by an ASEAN envoy who is also to visit Myanmar and meet all parties. Envoys have visited but not been allowed to meet Suu Kyi.

The 13 council members said the military’s actions have left over 18 million people in Myanmar in need of humanitarian assistance – over 15 million of them without regular access to adequate food – and 2
million people displaced.

Members also expressed ongoing concern about the plight of nearly a million Rohingya Muslims who fled Buddhist-majority Myanmar following a military crackdown in northern Rakhine state in August 27 to
Bangladesh and other countries. They urged Myanmar "to address the fundamental causes of the crisis and restore the rights of Rohingya." Almost all Rohingyas are denied citizenship and their movements are
restricted.

At the council meeting, diplomats discussed a report this month by U.N. independent investigators who said Myanmar’s military and affiliated militias are committing increasingly frequent and brazen war
crimes.

The Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar, established in 2018 by the Geneva-based U.N. Human Rights Council, said it also found strong evidence during the year ending in June of the
indiscriminate and disproportionate targeting of civilians with bombs, mass executions of people detained during military operations, and large-scale burning of civilian houses.

Nicholas Koumjian, head of the investigative group, said: "Our evidence points to a dramatic increase in war crimes and crimes against humanity in the country, with widespread and systematic attacks against
civilians, and we are building case files that can be used by courts to hold individual perpetrators responsible."

U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield cited the group’s report in a statement saying "the regime's horrific atrocities must stop.” Given the military's "intransigence and continued human rights abuses,"
she said the Security Council needs to take action beyond last December resolution.

Myanmar’s U.N.-accredited ambassador, Kyaw Moe Tun, who represented the Suu Kyi government, urged the council to adopt a resolution banning the supply of weapons, jet fuel, and financial flows to the
military.

"The people of Myanmar demand the removal of the military from politics and the establishment of a civilian, federal, democratic union," he said.
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Giving a voice to gender-based violence survivors in Palestine (UN Women)
August 16, 2023

Decades of occupation and conflict have jeopardized women’s economic security, protection, and access to services in Palestine. Women and girls far
too often face physical violence and sexual harassment, which occurs in the streets, workplaces, homes, and refugee camps. Nearly 1.9 million in
Palestine currently need gender-based violence (GBV)–related services and interventions, 65 per cent of whom live in Gaza. GBV victims also suffer
from limited access to justice due to the weak, fragile, and inactive legal system. According to Abdelrahman Elassouli, Programme Manager for UN
Women in Palestine, ending GBV is difficult in a traditional patriarchal community, especially one that is also under military occupation. Outdated and
discriminatory laws often hinder survivors of violence from accessing gender-responsive services and obtaining justice—a problem compounded by
fear and distrust of outsiders. Additionally, only 21 per cent of individuals surveyed in Gaza and 4.2 per cent in the West Bank reported an
understanding of reporting channels for GBV. That is where local women-led and women’s rights organizations come in, Elassouli says, as they can
reach survivors and those at risk of GBV who might be hesitant to speak to foreign aid workers. “Women’s organizations are deeply trusted within
their communities, particularly when handling sensitive matters such as reporting instances of GBV and providing support”, says Elassouli. “This is
vital, as these issues can be stigmatizing for GBV survivors and their families. These organizations also play a crucial role in challenging and changing
societal norms, like stigma and male dominance, which perpetuate gender inequality and violence against women and girls.” UN Women has worked
with local partners in Palestine for more than a decade, he adds, but a grant from the Central Emergency Relief Fund (CERF) has provided critical
recognition for their work, especially since many local women-led and women’s rights organizations are often overlooked by international donors.
Although women-led and women’s rights organizations are the first responders in times of crisis and emergencies, “funds allocated to these
organizations are still extremely limited, which makes it difficult to respond as needed”, says Amal Seyam, Head of the Women’s Affairs Center in
Gaza, which was a partner for the CERF grant. “Key actors in the humanitarian community are not always aware of the added value of the women’s
organizations in terms of humanitarian response and fulfilling the needs of women and girls.” In the West Bank and Gaza, UN Women and its four
implementing partners—all local women-led and women’s rights organizations—provided health, legal, and psychosocial services, as well as cash-for-
work and livelihood opportunities for vulnerable groups of women and girls that are also affected by the crisis, including survivors of violence. Since
2021, the GBV-related service reached 17,099 GBV survivors and women at risk, and 772 vulnerable women further benefitted from the livelihood
support including cash transfer. In turn, UN Women has focused on increasing the leadership of these organizations in the humanitarian architecture,
ensuring their inclusion in cluster groups and other decision-making spaces. “Through projects like CERF, we want to encourage and finance women’s
organizations to engage more in the humanitarian portfolio,” says Elassouli. “They ensure our humanitarian action is gender-responsive. They can
accomplish what other partners cannot.”
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